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Wine Up Invites Visitors to Explore State Street

Honor Flight Contd. A5

Ribbon Cutting Contd. A4

Wine Up Contd. A3

BELLE FOURCHE—With 
wine journals in hand, visitors 
could be seen wandering from 
store to store all along State 
Street. Downtown businesses 
joined together to offer the third 
Wine Up on State Street. The 
event brought increased foot 
traffic after regular business 
hours on the evening of October 
2.

The Wine Up event is an 
invitation to the public to come 
out and see what the downtown 
businesses have to offer while 
enjoying a nice, festive eve-
ning with friends and family. 
“It is an exposure event. So 
the holidays are coming and 
this is just an opportunity for 
people to come in and find out 
what Belle Fourche has to offer 
downtown,” explained Michelle 
Evans, business owner. 

All Belle Fourche businesses 
were encouraged to participate 
if they wanted to. When shops 
not located on State Street 
heard about the event, they 
wanted a way to get in on the 
fun! If a business wanted to 
participate but wasn’t on State 
Street, well, there was a plan 
for that—shared space! “Basi-
cally anybody is invited to be a 
planter—we have B&S Book-
keeping inside Cowboys TOO. 
We have SME Treats inside 
Pasque and Anke’s Bakery is 
inside Black Hills Curio, and 

Jim Thompson
Special to the Beacon

Robbi Longbrake
news@bellefourchebeacon.com

BELLE FOURCHE—My 
first knowledge about “Honor 
Flights” came when my cousin 
Bill Sarsland took one several 
years ago. His Daughter Brenda 
Frieze served as his guardian. 
Then Brenda moved to the 
Black Hills and we found out 
more about Honor Flights. I 
sent for an application PO Box 
22 Sioux Center, IA 51250. 
All I needed was a copy of my 
DD 214 and I was officially 
accepted.

 I suppose I waited 6 months 
before I was notified that I had 
been scheduled for a Sept 29 
flight to Washington DC from 
Sioux Falls. No cost to me, 
though I did have to pay $100 
a night at the Sheraton Sioux 
Falls for the stay the night 
before the flight and the night of 
the return flight. I also paid $10 
for a cap. My son Kyle went 
along as my guardian. Everyone 
has to have a guardian. I sup-
pose it’s because of the age of 
the veterans. At 79 I truly didn’t 
think I’d need one but it was a 
great trip with Kyle. He paid 
a “donation” of nearly $1000 
for the trip and all the benefits. 

Anke Townsdin, owner, cuts the ribbon to celebrate her new business expansion. Long-
brake photo

Trevor Madsen with Quality Quick Print helps with wine and food pairings. Longbrake photo

then Red Onion Marketplace 
is at Pearson Block Hous, and 
Moxie Marketing is inside The 
Emporium 605,” said Evans. 
The partnerships give an oppor-
tunity for businesses that aren’t 
on State Street to join in and get 
the exposure. United Way of the 
Black Hills was hosted inside 
Belle Flowers & Co.

Businesses teamed up and 

worked together to offer a 
fun evening for patrons. “All 
the businesses are wonderful-
ly working together and we 
want to expose people to their 
stores—it’s just a great night 
out, it’s a beautiful night,” 
shared Evans. 

At the welcome table located 
in front of Robb Park, partici-
pants could ask questions, buy 

wristbands and pick up a Wine 
Journal that contained all of the 
participating businesses, where 
they were located and what 
wine they were offering. There 
was also space to keep track of 
the flavors they enjoyed.

Participants could start at 
any business on the wine map. 
Upon entering each business, 
they were greeted with a special 

table that was often elegantly 
decorated, where small glasses 
of wine were offered along 
with specially curated food that 
paired well with the drink.

The Hitching Post Tap House 
was in charge of finding and or-
dering most of the wine for the 
event. Each business prepared 

Experiencing Midwest Honor Flight 33

Anke’s Bakery Cuts Ribbon on 
Expanded Market and Bistro

BELLE FOURCHE—The Belle 
Fourche Chamber of Commerce 
hosted a ribbon cutting to cel-
ebrate the expansion of Anke’s 
Bakery Market and Bistro. The 
community turned out to sup-
port the business and explore 
the new space on the morning 
of Sept. 25.

Anke’s Bakery is the home of 
German baked goods, including 
breads and pastries. “We want 
to thank her for expanding and 
adding a sit-down area. She’s 
been thinking about it, dream-
ing about it for about five years, 
and it’s finally come to life,” 
said Michaela Horn, executive 
director of the Chamber of 
Commerce. “So thank you for 
being here and celebrating with 
her—we have lots of business-
es here—it’s great to see the 
business community supporting 
each other.”

And with that, everyone filed 
out to the front of the business 
to take part in the ceremonial 

cutting of the ribbon. Anke 
Townsdin, owner of Anke’s 
Bakery, cut the ribbon to cheers 
and support from the crowd. 

The business expanded to 
take over the area that the Belle 
Fourche Chamber of Commerce 
used to occupy. The office space 
has been transformed into a 
fresh, inviting little bistro with 
tables and chairs and areas to sit 
and enjoy fresh-baked good-
ies. “It’s more bistro, I kind of 
want to go in the direction of 
how you do it in Europe… you 
have a coffee place where you 
can eat your pastries and drink 
your coffee, and you sit down 
and enjoy it and slow down, 
and then you go about your 
day,” explained Townsdin. “I 
don’t want to be a restaurant, 
it’s more of a bistro—a German 
version or a European version 
of a bistro—because here bis-
tros are a restaurant, and that’s 
not what we are—it’s not full 
service.”

The new expanded sit-down 

The Korean War Veterans Memorial in Washington, D.C. Courtesy photo

He also has to fly from Tulsa 
to Sioux Falls the day before 
the flight to take a class on the 
duties of a guardian.

We had a dinner on the night 
before the Honor Flight to meet 
everyone, 82 veterans and 82 
guardians plus about 2 dozen 
staff to help facilitate the day.

On Tuesday Sept 29th, Kyle 
and I got up about 2:30AM for 
the shuttle to the Sioux Falls 
Airport. No TSA issues, but you 
did need a correct drivers li-
cense with the STAR on it. The 
plane was a charter from Jet 
Blue. The flight was about 2 ½ 
hours to Reagan in Washington 
DC. From there we shifted into 
busses..4 of them and toured the 
monuments. 

Air Force Monument, Marine 
Monument, Navy monument 
and the Capital Mall with the 
Viet Nam Wall and the Korean 
War memorial. We also saw the 
changing of the guard at the 
tomb of the Unknown soldier. 
(by the way the Reflecting Pool 
is dry today; no water in it) And 
had our picture taken as a group 
at the Lincoln memorial. In the 
middle we lacked for nothing; 
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You will have peace of mind when you can say...
“Everything has been taken care of.”

Kline Funeral Chapel
605-892-3964

email: klinefuneralchapel@rushmore.com
website: klinefuneralchapel.com

Most of us intend on “getting around to it someday,” 
but that someday never comes and we leave our 
family wondering whether or not they did the right 

thing. It doesn’t have to be like that. It’s not pleasant 
to be reminded of our own mortality; we can laugh, 

cry, or do a little of both. Regardless of how we prefer 
to deal with the big questions of life, it always works 

out for the best when we face things head on, 
especially in regard to such a sensitive issue. 

Taking the time to make advanced funeral or crema-
tion planning is a caring and responsible thing to do. 

Planning now, while we have the time to consider 
every option, can remove significant amount of the 

emotional and financial stress that every family must 
eventually face.

Kline Funeral Chapel offers an array of Burial and 
Cremation Packages to suit any budget.  

Brian Kline
Owner

Mark & Debra 
Leverington, Owners

A Place of Peace and
Remembrance

Family owned & operated

•  Spacious area for luncheons

•  Private visitation areas
•  Family reception room

•  Comfortably seats more than
    150 people

LeveringtonFH.com
715 National St. | Belle Fourche, SD | 605-892-3320

Renee Bisgaard, Broker/Owner
605-641-9242

608 5th Ave. Suite 5
Belle Fourche, SD 57717

1911 N. Main Street
Spearfish, SD 57783 

New Listings!

Renee Bisgaard Broker/Owner
605-641-9242

2038 12th Ave.
This spacious, 4,000+ sq. ft. home 

offers room for everyone, with gener-
ously sized bedrooms, multiple living 
areas, and a layout designed for both 
everyday comfort and entertaining.

$429,000

PRICE DROP!

Eleanor Johnson, 81
“I was hatched, I was matched, I was 

snatched” Eleanor Johnson, June 2026.
Eleanor Louise Reinhold was born April 

27, 1945 in Spearfish, South Dakota, in the 
Spearfish Nursing Home as Dr. Betts couldn’t 
use the Spearfish Hospital, so he came up 
with his own location. She was the daughter 
of Wilhelm and Emma (Smith) Reinhold.  
Eleanor’s family lived in Spearfish until she was 
four years of age. They moved to Beulah, Wyo-
ming before returning to Spearfish for school, 
through 4th grade. They then moved to Idaho, 
where she lived until graduating high school in 
1963. Eleanor came to Black Hills State University 
for college. She met and married Richard (Dick) 
Johnson, after meeting in square dance class six 
weeks before. She graduated from college in 1967 
with a degree in Education, which was fitting with 
her love of books and reading.

Eleanor raised four children and took pride in 
caring for the home. She was never a housewife, 
“I didn’t marry the house,” but maintained the 
home and ranched with her husband for over 60 
years.

Eleanor’s practical, down-to-earth dry humor 
was not always understood by others but was 
often used as the voice of reason to her children 
throughout their lives. Her love of books, reading, 
quilting, and baking made a warm and wel-
come home for her children, grandchildren, and 
great-grandchildren. Anyone who knew Elea-
nor loved her famous homemade buns and her 
beautiful quilts, made with love for special events 
throughout the years.

Eleanor’s positive spirit and kindness to oth-
ers was present until the end of her time on this 
earth, with her medical team making a special 
effort to stop by when she had appointments, and 
commenting on Eleanor and Dick’s relationship 
and support for one another and their genuine 
enjoyment of getting to know Eleanor. Her legacy 
continues through her children, grandchildren, 
and great-grandchildren and their commitment 
to living up to her diplomatic and accepting atti-

tude toward others.
Eleanor went home to heaven at the age 

of 81 on Wednesday, September 30, 2026.  
She is preceded in death by her parents 
Wilhelm Theodore and Emma Catherine 
(Smith) Reinhold, siblings Eldon “Chris” 
Reinhold, and Eloise (Reinhold) Watson. 
Grateful for sharing her life are her hus-

band Richard “Dick”, children Frederick “Fritz” 
(Jana) Johnson, Eric (Laurie) Johnson, Amy 
Bochman, and Karen Cordie (partner Richard 
Highland), grandchildren Joseph (Hailey) John-
son, Isabel (Wyatt) Harris, James Johnson, Owen 
Johnson, Mathias (Melany) Johnson,  Kristy 
(Robert) Schlesselman, CJ (Kelsey) Johnson, 
Katherine (Levi) Veal, Leidy Bochman, Cory 
Cordie (partner Samantha Thomas), Rebecca 
Cordie, Elizabeth Cordie (partner Aspyn  Flo-
rey), step-grandchildren Nathan Highland and 
Brooke Highland, as well as eleven great-grand-
children: Charlotte Johnson, Gideon Johnson, 
Lariat Harris, Latigo Harris, Wayne Johnson, 
Gwen Schlesselman, Londyn Schlesselman, Lyra 
Johnson, William Veal, Caspian Veal, and Arthur 
Veal.  She is also survived by her siblings Elvina 
Christopherson, Ernest Reinhold, and Elizabeth 
Reinhold.

In lieu of flowers, please consider support-
ing the Mud Butte Fire Department or St. Jude 
Children’s Research Hospital, an organization 
Eleanor supported for many years for the services 
provided to families.

The funeral service will be held 11am Tues-
day, October 6, 2026 at the Prairie Home Church 
near Mud Butte.  Visitation will take place 5 to 
7pm Monday at Leverington Funeral Home of 
the Northern Hills in Belle Fourche. Friends may 
leave written condolences online at: www.Lever-
ingtonFH.com

Dale Louis Orwick, 72
Dale Louis Orwick, age 72, passed away 

on August 14, 2026, in Winnemucca, NV, 
where he lived for most of his adult life.

Dale was born on December 9, 1953, to 
Richard and Ida Mae (Renelt) Orwick. He 
was raised on the family ranch northeast 
of Newell, SD and was the second of six 
children born to this union. He attended 
country school through the 8th grade and 
graduated from Newell High School and 
Black Hills State College.

As a young man, Dale enjoyed playing softball, 
riding motorcycles, bowling and playing pool. Af-
ter college, Dale enjoyed traveling the country, and 
even spent some time on the road selling books! 
He held a variety of jobs in his younger years, 
working for American Colloid Company, area 
ranchers, in the oilfields, and for Worthen Van in 
Gillette, Wyoming.

During his time in Gillette, Dale met Sundae 
(Simons) Lowery and the two were married in 
1989. With this union, Dale became a steadfast 
stepfather to Cody Shayne, Shannon, and Travis. 
Over the years, Dale and Shannon developed a 
particularly special bond and their relationship re-
mained meaningful throughout his life. The family 
continued to grow through spouses, children, and 
grandchildren. Dale and Sundae divorced in 2024.

In 1989, Dale started what would become a 
long career in Nevada’s gold-mining industry. He 
worked at the same mine near Winnemucca for 
approximately 34 years. As a heavy-equipment 
operator, Dale found work that suited him and 
gave him plenty of opportunity to spend his days 
“playing in the dirt.” He lived a life marked by 
hard work, independence, family, and the freedom 

to follow his own path.
Dale was a devoted Catholic, and his 

faith remained an important part of his 
life. Family also remained important to 
Dale, and he enjoyed keeping in touch with 
his brother and sisters, nieces and neph-
ews, children, grandchildren, and extended 
family.

Dale is lovingly remembered by his 
brother, Bob Orwick (Jennifer), residing on 
the family ranch northeast of Newell; sis-

ters, Joan Luft, New Orleans, LA; Mary Burket 
(Jeff), Spearfish, SD; and Marcia Olson (Dan) of 
Spearfish, SD. He is also survived by nieces and 
nephews Ashley Selgeby (Kevin Crago), Will 
Orwick (Madison) and Sam Orwick (Bri); Erin 
Luft Katz (Alex) and Courtney Luft Buchholz; 
Alexis Burket and Logan Burket; Trevor Olson 
(Angela), Nick Olson, Ryan Olson and Zack 
Olson (Taylor).

Dale was preceded in death by his parents, 
Richard and Ida Mae Orwick; brother, Dick 
Orwick; and brother-in-law, John Luft.

A Funeral Mass is scheduled for Friday, 
October 9, 2026, at 10:30am at St. Mary’s Star of 
the Sea Catholic Church in Newell, SD. Burial 
will follow at Hope Cemetery.

A memorial has been established to the Mud 
Butte Volunteer Fire Department. 

The service will be livestreamed on the fu-
neral home website if you are unable to attend.

You may sign his online guestbook at www.
kinkadefunerals.com.

Prayer for the Week
Heavenly Father, give us wisdom and discernment as 
we face the days ahead. Guide our thoughts and deci-

sions so they reflect Your will. When we face uncertainty, 
give us clarity and courage to choose what is right. Help 
us trust Your guidance and walk faithfully in the path You 

have set before us. Amen.

2 Chronicles 16:9 
“The eyes of the LORD search the whole earth in order 
to strengthen those whose hearts are fully committed to 

him.”
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United Way of the Black Hills offered wine and treats inside Belle Flowers + Co. Longbrake 
photo(s)

Inside Hitching Post Tap House, Tammy Westland serves up 
wine and tasty bites. 

Getting a wristband at the welcome table. B & S Bookkeeping was hosted inside Cowboys Too! during Wine Up on State Street.

The seating area in front of Pearson Block Candy Shop and Pearson Block Hous was a popular stop during the Wine Up event. 

Iris Gaaskjolen serves free lemonade to those passing by Pearson Block Hous. Longbrake 
photo

From A1 Wine Up
the treats to pair with its wine. 
Evans suggested visiting the Tap 
House to inquire about any of the 
wine available during the Wine 
Up event. 

There was a variety of wines 
for people to sample, with 
something for almost every-
one, including Ramsay Merlot, 
Roscato Rose Dolce, Yellow 
Tail Strawberry Lime, Yellow 
Tail Sangria, King Estate Pinot 
Noir, White Zinfandel, Guinigi 
Prosecco, Klinker Brick Caber-
net Sauvignon, Huber Sparkling 
Rose, Sean Minor Red Blend, 
Sungarden Dornfelder, Omen 
Zinfandel, Baci Dolce White, 
Folktale Riesling, King Estate 
Pinot Gris, Castello del Poggio 

Lambrusco, Cupcake Sweet Red 
and Pitule Moscato d’Asti. 

The business turnout was 
good, with most stores in the 
downtown area joining in on 
the fun. Seventeen State Street 
shops participated in the event 
and hosted six businesses inside 
downtown locations, bringing the 
total to 23 participants.

Business owners intended to 
create a special event for the 
community. “We want them to 
enjoy themselves, and we really 
appreciate everybody coming out 
and we hope that everyone en-
joyed the evening and will come 
see us during the holidays,” said 
Evans. “Just remember that we 
have a thriving downtown that is 
building!”

To find out more about 
events on State Street, follow 
Shop State Street on Facebook. 
Businesses that participated in 
the Wine Up event were Belle 
Flowers and Co., Black Hills 
Curio Co., Anke’s Bakery, B 
& S Bookkeeping, The Circle 
Lounge, Cowboy Back Bar, 
Cowboys Too!, Outlaw Bar, 
Pasque Ladies Fashions, SME 
Treats, Pearson Block Candy 
Shop, Pearson Block Hous, Red 
Onion Marketplace, Elizabeth 
Ann’s Bridal, Hair Gallery, Love 
That Shoppe, Hitching Post Tap 
House, Prairie Hills Pharmacy, 
Quality Quick Print, Sowers & 
Son Dirty Laundry, The 605 Em-
porium, Moxie Marketing and 
United Way of the Black Hills.
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Ribbon Cutting Contd.from A1
area is meant to be a place where 
people can meet friends and take 
time to breathe. “Since every-
body is going fast, fast, fast… I 
said, no, we’re going the other 
way, we’re going to be the slow 
one where you have a real cup, 
not the paper cups, where you sit 
down, mingle, and meet friends,” 
shared Townsdin. “It’s so fun 
when you watch people sitting at 
the tables and then cross inter-
action and making friends, and 
everybody knows everybody, and 
it’s just fun to watch—even with 
the travelers, they are incorpo-
rated immediately into conversa-
tions and it’s really fun!” 

Having everyone that comes 
in feel at home and enjoy their 
time at the bistro is an important 
part of the eatery. “One thing I 
enjoy is when I come in to talk 
and just check in, is that you can 
hear laughter, but then also you 
hear different languages too—it 
naturally just attracts, and so 
that’s really cool,” shared Horn. 
“That’s really what I was aiming 

for, and it’s really coming to 
life, and it’s really nice,” added 
Townsdin.

The expanded area is designed 
to be a sit-down bistro where you 
can expect food served on real 
plates and not a basket with a pa-
per lining, but it is so much more 
than that. The bistro also offers 
breakfast sandwiches and panin-
is, and in the market you can find 
a variety of teas, crackers, pasta, 
sauces and fresh produce. “So 
the main thing you’re going to 
find is the organic artisan breads 
and pastries, that’s the main 
focus and it always has been, 
always will be,” said Townsdin. 
“I don’t want to have any waste, 
so everything I’m ordering 
is something I will use in the 
back… if the beets are not going 
well, then we pickle them; if the 
tomatoes are not gone in time, 
then we make tomato sauce out 
of it. So everything will be used 
and turned into another product 
that we will sell here.”

The business owner is creating 
a food program with zero or low 
waste, of sorts. “It’s not really 

Organic teas.

Guests sitting at a table in the new bistro area. Longbrake photo(s)

Fresh produce market.

The bakery. 

Organic artisan pastas and sauces. 

my goal, but that’s…how I grew 
up, and that’s how my moth-
er taught me everything, you 
know—so that’s just in my DNA, 
I guess.”

The holiday season is coming 
up fast and Townsdin is looking 
forward to all the Christmas bak-
ing, including gingerbread. 

Anke’s Bakery Market and 
Bistro currently has four employ-
ees but is looking to hire at least 
three more. “I wanted to make 
[a special] this week, but we are 
so understaffed, I didn’t have the 
time. So we’re also hiring,” said 
Townsdin.

If you haven’t had a chance to 
stop in and explore the new-
ly expanded Anke’s Bakery 
Market and Bistro, there is now 
even more reason to stop by, sit 
down and try some of the fresh, 
healthy organic foods and even 
take some home with you. The 
business is open Tuesday through 
Friday from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. and 
Saturday from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m.
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Honor Flight  Contd. from A1

The World War II Victory Medal at the National World 
War II Memorial in Washington, D.C. Courtesy photos

The meal in Sioux Falls to introduce the vets and the guardians. 

The 19 stainless-steel statues at the Korean War Veterans Memorial in Washing-
ton, D.C.

The Mural Wall at the Korean War Veterans Memorial in Washington, D.C. 

Jim with son Kyle under the state sign at the World 
War II monument.

Jim and son Kyle at the Three Servicemen statue at 
the Vietnam Veterans Memorial in D.C. 

The Vietnam Veterans Memorial Wall in Washington, 
D.C. 

19026 US Hwy 85
Belle Fourche, SD 57717

605-892-3603 | 800-611-8796
NehlDental.com

Center of the Nation Implant Clinic

TO ALL

BRONC
ATHLETES

water, snacks, meals. Time was 
an issue as probably 1/3 of the 
vets required wheel chairs. The 
guardians and staff made that 
easier. The Park police gave an 
escort to the airport for what 
should have been a 6:00 flight 
home. There wasn’t much 
communication about that..just 
rumors like the real military! :) 
Finally we took off for home 
about 3 hours late. During the 
home flight the staff had mail 
call! Everyone received letters 
and notes and post cards..very 
gratifying.

We arrived at 11:30PM Sioux 
Falls time believing there’d be 
little activity! Wrong! Hundreds 
of people greeted us coming in, 
unlike when we arrived from 
overseas in Viet Nam or Korea 
in my case. Hundreds of people, 
like it was New Years Eve with 
balloons and flags and cheering 
crowds. Hugs and kisses and 
handshakes, adults and kids 
all over. We were presented a 
plaque “Honorable Discharge 
from the Midwest Honor Flight”. 
The whole ending was very tear 
inducing. We were truly wel-
comed home and thanked for our 
service.

Incidentally if you served 
in the military and are curious 
about your eligibility for an 
Honor Flight just all 605-215-
1319 and inquire. These folks are 
very accommodating. Same goes 
if you’d like to be a sponsor or a 
guardian. Call.

God Bless America!



Part of the Mother Bickerdyke exhibit, silver spoons re-
portedly came to America via the Mayflower. 

Part of a silver set that belonged to Mary Bickerdyke. 

A cross made from pressed moss belonged to Mary Bick-
erdyke. 

Dating to 1863, the pressed flowers reportedly came from President Lincoln’s Illinois 
home garden. Longbrake photo(s)

Mother Bickerdyke’s Legacy Lives On in Belle Fourche
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$3.99

$24.99 $49.99

Prices e�ective 7am-9pm Seven Days a Week Next two weeks
Wednesday,  September 30 th   through Tuesday,  October 13th 

Now available at
Lynn’s Belle Fourche

Pendleton 
Whisky 

1.75L 

Beer, Wine, & Spirits....

$41.59

Fireball 
Cinnamon 

Whisky 
1.75L 

$31.99

Jack Daniels 
1.75L 

$19.99

Bacardi Rum 
1.75L  Rum Chata 

Rum Cream 

$52.99
Jose Cuervo 

Tequlia 
1.75L 

$39.59

a

1.75L  

$31.99

Robbi Longbrake
news@bellefourchebeacon.com

BELLE FOURCHE—The Center 
of the Nation area is steeped in his-
tory, from its cattle-town roots and 
connections to Seth Bullock and 
ties to vaudeville performers and 
other figures from the past. Much 
of that history has found a home at 
the Tri-State Museum, where it is 
collected and preserved, inviting 
the community to come experience 
it. Now, another surprising con-
nection to the past has joined the 
museum’s permanent exhibits—
the story of famed Civil War nurse 
Mary Ann “Mother” Bickerdyke.

Bickerdyke was a widowed 
mother living in Galesburg, Illi-
nois, when the Civil War began. 
She witnessed the terrible hospital 
conditions and essentially stayed 
on to improve them. She eventual-
ly became a field agent for the U.S. 
Sanitary Commission. The Library 
of Congress credits her with help-
ing establish or improve roughly 
300 hospitals and caring for 
wounded soldiers on 19 separate 
battlefields. “Mother Bickerdyke 
was a Civil War nurse, and there’s 
a statue of her in Illinois—she’s 
just famous, famous, famous,” 
explained Jada Udager, collections 
archivist. “A lot of stories written 
about her and her descendants are 
here.”

What makes a Civil War nurse 
exhibit relevant to the Center of 
the Nation? She has direct descen-
dants living right here in the Belle 
Fourche area, and more spread 
throughout the tri-state area. Long-
time Belle Fourche School District 
business manager Susan Proefrock 
is a relative of Mother Bicker-
dyke’s. “There are Bickerdykes in 
Camp Crook, Buffalo area—Hard-
ing County and Montana, and then 
Susan Proefrock—Mother Bick-
erdyke is her great-great-grand-

mother,” shared Udager.
Mother Bickerdyke’s son, Hi-

ram, also brought the connection 
to the local area. According to the 
museum’s own exhibit, Hiram met 
Bruce Sebastian of Belle Fourche 
in 1877 and later settled on a 
Montana ranch. Generations of the 
Bickerdyke family have remained 
in Montana and the Harding Coun-
ty area. “One of her sons, Hiram, 
came here back in the 1800s, and 
he raised his family here, and 
they raised theirs here, and I think 
we’ve got five generations of them 
[in the area],” explained Udager.

Udager began archiving pieces 
related to Mother Bickerdyke and 
has developed quite an expansive 
collection. Some of the items 
found in the collection are family 
photographs, documents, silver 
pieces and historical materials 
about Mother Bickerdyke. Also, 
there are personal objects that be-
longed to Bickerdyke. The artifacts 
contained in the exhibit at the mu-
seum now come together to tell the 
story of her life.

In the display you will find a 
dried flower collection and moss 
cross that are said to have come 
from President Abraham Lincoln’s 
Illinois home garden in 1863. 
“They’re pressed in and I think 
she made them herself because she 
was a Civil War nurse, but the tape 
on the outside is all medical tape. 
So she must have put it between, I 
don’t know, not acrylic—it almost 
feels like a heavy plastic,” said 
Udager.

In another display, you will find 
three silver spoons that are said 
to have come to America on the 
Mayflower with the Rodgers fam-
ily, ancestors of Mary Bickerdyke. 
A more recent piece of history on 
display is a certificate and medal 
honoring Mother Bickerdyke that 
were presented by the Daughters 
of the American Revolution in 

Hulett, Wyoming.
Udager enjoyed learning all 

about the Civil War nurse. “Well, 
General Sherman said, ‘She out-
ranks me,’ and evidently they were 
in a field hospital, and some sur-
geon asked her where she thought 
she got her authority from and 
she said, ‘Well, the good Lord Al-
mighty and if you have somebody 
that outranks that, I would like to 
see him.’ So she must have been a 
spitfire,” she said.

After Udager curated the col-
lection from existing museum ar-
chives and donations given to the 
museum by the Bickerdyke family, 
they still needed a place to house 
the exhibit. Char O’Dea, chair 
of the Tri-State Museum board, 
stepped in to help Udager with 
the search for a case big enough 
to hold the collection. “It was 
really cool because I was looking 
for a case and Char O’Dea… was 
looking at the marketplace and 
everything—and retired Judge 
[Michael] Day and his wife, Mary, 
were moving… and they had this 
case that they were selling for 
$300, and Char said, ‘Well, would 
you want to donate it to the muse-
um?’ And Mary said, ‘Oh, abso-
lutely!’ So this was Judge Day’s 
mother’s,” explained Udager.

During the recent Center of the 
Nation 9/11 Remembrance Cere-
mony, Joe and Alicia Giaculli pre-
sented a framed American flag that 
was flown over the 9/11 Memorial 
in New York City to the city of 
Belle Fourche. That American flag 
now has the perfect resting place. 
Udager is holding the top of the 
Bickerdyke display case for the 
framed 9/11 American flag. She 
also moved items from beside the 
case so they could make room for 
the large model of the Twin Tow-
ers that goes along with the flag. 
It will sit on the ground beside the 
Bickerdyke display case. 
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Show Up! by Belle LaVenue

Belle Fourche Area Community Theater takes the first step to HOLIDAY ENTERTAINMENT in Belle Fourche! They are inviting YOU 
to join this year’s holiday production of A Suessified Christmas Carol. Auditions will be held on October 18 at 2pm and October 19 & 22 
at 6:30pm in the Rec Center Auditorium. This show is open to all ages. Children 8 and younger will need a parent or guardian to be pres-
ent at rehearsal. This show is a flexible size so there are many roles of different sizes. You don’t need to bring anything for auditions, just 
yourself. The show itself will be on December 10 – 13. If you are interested in helping with tech of any kind (lights, sound stage manage-
ment, set building, etc), please come to auditions. If you have any questions, or are unable to make the audition dates but still want to join 
the production, feel free to message director@bellefourcheact.com or call 605.645.3255 to arrange a different audition time and date.
Your presence at all the upcoming events is much appreciated, so don’t forget to add all these upcoming fine arts events to your calendars!

November 2, Monday, 7 PM,  the BFHS Theater Department begins November 2, Monday, 7 PM BFHS Fall Concert, BF Rec Center Theater
November 11, Wednesday, 9 AM, BFHS Veterans Day Program, BF Rec Center Theater
November 11, Wednesday, 2 PM, BFMS Veterans Day Program, BFMS Gymnasium
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Our Internet Address: www.stongelivestock.com E-mail: stonge@rushmore.com
PHONES: 1-800-249-1995 • 605-642-2200 • FAX 605-642-7628

 ST. ONGE LIVESTOCK Now Broadcasts our Sales live on the internet at WWW.CATTLEUSA.COM

We appreciate your business. Call any one of us any time if you have stock to sell. We are glad to come to your ranch.
Justin Tupper ~ Cattle Yards Manager

605-680-0259 
Brooke Tupper ~ Office Mgr. 605-642-2200
Doug Dietterle ~ Auctioneer 605-788-2963

Tim Tetrault ~ Fieldman: 605-642-9792 •  
605-641-0328

Ray Pepin ~ Fieldman: 605-892-5072

Scott Crowser ~ Fieldman: 605-645-2654
JL Driskill  ~ Fieldman: 307-660-5422

Cody Tupper ~ 605-569-3589

NEWELL SHEEP YARDSNEWELL SHEEP YARDS
611 S Dartmouth Ave

Newell, SD 57760
1-800-409-4149 • 605-456-2348 

FAX: 605-456-2436
 Barney Barnes  Sheep Yards 

Mgr. - 605-641-2333
Auctioneer: Casey Humble  

605-490-9829

 Fieldman : Gilbert Wood  
605-456-2400 
605-641-7100

 Fieldman : Dustin Vining  
605-354-9966

2026 CATTLE SALES
Friday, October 16th – Spring Calf & Yrlg Special 
Saturday, October 17th – Bred Cow & Weigh Up Special
Wednesday, October 21st – 1st Wednesday Spring Calf Special – Noon
Friday, October 23rd – Spring Calf & Yrlg Special 
Saturday, October 24th – Weigh Up Special
Wednesday, October 28th – Spring Calf Special – Noon
Friday, October 30th – Spring Calf Special Featuring Hereford Influence
Saturday, October 31st – Bred Cow & Weigh Up Special
Wednesday, November 4th – Last Wednesday Spring Calf Special – Noon
Friday, November 6th – Spring Calf Special Featuring Red Angus Influence
Saturday, November 7th – Bred Hfr & Cow & Weigh Up Special
Friday, November 13th – Spring Calf Special 
Saturday, November 14th – Bred Hfr & Cow & Weigh Up Special
Friday, November 20th – Spring Calf Special 
Saturday, November 21st – Bred Hfr & Cow & Weigh Up Special
Saturday, November 28th – Annual Thanksgiving Bred Heifer & Stock Cow Special
December 4th – Spring Calf Special – Selling All Classes Of Cattle
December 11th – Bred Hfr & Cow Special – Selling All Classes Of Cattle
December 18th – Spring Calf & Bred Cow Special – Last Sale Of 2026
Thank You To All Our Consignors & Buyers For Your Business!

Looking for Help at the Newell Sheep Yards on 
Wednesdays & Thursdays every week.  
Please call Barney at 605-641-2333 or  

Justin at 605-680-0259.

2026 SHEEP SALES
October 15th – Replacement Ewe & Feeder Lamb Special – Selling All Classes Of Sheep & Goats
October 22nd - Feeder Lamb Special – Selling All Classes Of Sheep & Goats
October 29th – Replacement Ewe Special – Selling All Classes Of Sheep & Goats
November 5th - Feeder Lamb Special – Selling All Classes Of Sheep & Goats
November 12th – Regular Sheep Sale – Selling All Classes Of Sheep & Goats
November 19th – Replacement Ewe & Feeder Lamb Special – Selling All Classes Of Sheep & Goats
November 26th – No Sale – Happy Thanksgiving!
December 3rd – Regular Sheep Sale – Selling All Classes Of Sheep & Goats
December 10th – Replacement Ewe & Feeder Lamb Special – Selling All Classes Of Sheep & Goats
December 17th – Regular Sheep Sale – Selling All Classes Of Sheep & Goats – Last Sale Of 2026!

NEWELL SHEEP YARDS
October 8, 2026

FEEDER LAMB SPECIAL
EXPECTING 2000-3000 LAMBS – 1:00 PM

FEEDER LAMBS
Gotfredson Ranch – 300 Lambs – 70#

PLUS MORE BY SALE TIME!
Please Have Animals In By 10:00 AM

So They Can All Be Weighed Before The Sale!

Watch Our Sales Live On Cattleusa!

Sheep Report - Thursday, October 1, 2026
Right At 6700 Sheep For Today’s Sale.
Lamb Market Looked Steady
Slaughter Ewes Sold Steady
Lot Of Replacement Ewes In The Offering & They Sold Lower

NEXT SALE - OCT 8th -   FEEDER LAMB SPECIAL - Selling All Classes of Sheep & 
Goats – EXPECTING 2000-3000 HD OF FEEDER LAMBS

Animals should be here by 10:00 AM so they can be weighed before the sale
Thank you for your business! 

Slaughter Ewes
Anderson, Pete, Lodge Pole, SD ....................11 .......K Ewe ..................192 .........$ 114.00
Anderson, Pete, Lodge Pole, SD ....................15 .......K Ewe ..................146 .........$ 110.00
Anderson, Pete, Lodge Pole, SD ....................8 .........K Ewe ..................162 ...........$ 98.00
Ballou Angus, Hulett, WY................................4 .........K Ewe ..................233 .........$ 114.00
Bohlander Ranch Co, Douglas, WY ...............10 .......K Ewe ..................165 .........$ 105.00
Capra Ranch, Boyes, MT ...............................20 .......K Ewe ..................154 .........$ 110.00
Davis, Dan, Buffalo, SD ..................................18 .......K Ewe ..................160 .........$ 110.00
Garman, Trevor, Belle Fourche, SD ................19 .......K Ewe ..................157 .........$ 110.00
Goldade, Diane, Timber Lake, SD ..................16 .......K Ewe ..................150 .........$ 110.00
M Diamond Angus Ranch, Glen Rock, WY...29 .......K Ewe ..................138 .........$ 110.00
M Diamond Angus Ranch, Glen Rock, WY...34 .......K Ewe ..................122 ...........$ 85.00
Mcamis, Steve Or Renee, Belle Fourche, SD 18 .......K Ewe ..................175 .........$ 110.00
Nixon Ranch, Alzada, MT ...............................16 .......K Ewe ..................157 .........$ 110.00
Nixon Ranch, Alzada, MT ...............................17 .......K Ewe ..................183 ...........$ 98.00
Ortmann, Sam & Wacy, Wolf Point, MT.........32 .......K Ewe ..................129 .........$ 110.00
Ortmann, Sam & Wacy, Wolf Point, MT.........52 .......K Ewe ..................119 ...........$ 85.00
Popkes, Jake & Seth, Sturgis, SD ..................17 .......K Ewe ..................155 .........$ 110.00
Popkes, Jake & Seth, Sturgis, SD ..................8 .........K Ewe ..................173 ...........$ 98.00
Rans, Courtney, Nisland, SD ..........................19 .......K Ewe ..................159 .........$ 110.00
Reed Land & Livestock, Douglas, WY ...........12 .......K Ewe ..................150 ...........$ 95.00
Russell, Tony, Isabel, SD .................................9 .........K Ewe ..................175 ...........$ 98.00
Slaughter Bucks
Lei, Pam, Camp Crook, SD ............................4 .........Kbuck ..................227 .........$ 102.00
Replacement Ewes - Sold by the Head
Reed Land & Livestock, Douglas, WY ...........96 .......Yrlg ......................142 .........$ 400.00
Reed Land & Livestock, Douglas, WY ...........30 .......2-5yr ....................172 .........$ 185.00
Lei, Pam, Camp Crook, SD ............................35 .......Yrlg ......................159 .........$ 355.00
Lei, Pam, Camp Crook, SD ............................20 .......2-3yr ....................180 .........$ 310.00
Lei, Pam, Camp Crook, SD ............................28 .......2-3yr ....................180 .........$ 290.00
Lei, Pam, Camp Crook, SD ............................36 .......Sld........................183 .........$ 235.00
Dirk, Chase, Vale, SD......................................146 .....6yr ........................154 .........$ 172.50
Edwards, Dennis, Sundance, WY ..................18 .......Yrlg ......................146 .........$ 350.00
Mart Madsen Sheep Co, Douglas, WY..........709 .....6yr ........................144 .........$ 150.00
Nixon Ranch, Alzada, MT ...............................180 .....5yr ........................179 .........$ 240.00
Nixon Ranch, Alzada, MT ...............................84 .......6yr ........................174 .........$ 235.00
Popkes, Jake & Seth, Sturgis, SD ..................55 .......Sld........................178 .........$ 180.00
Popkes, Jake & Seth, Sturgis, SD ..................60 .......Ss-St ....................163 .........$ 165.00
Richards, Duane, Hammond, MT ..................40 .......5-6yr ....................151 .........$ 170.00
Richter, Cathy, Buffalo, SD ..............................30 .......Yrlg ......................150 .........$ 325.00
Feeder Lambs
Burke, Joe Or Jane, Newell, SD .....................47 .......Lamb ..................... 44 .........$ 414.00
Burke, Joe Or Jane, Newell, SD .....................250 .....Lamb ..................... 55 .........$ 385.00
Burke, Joe Or Jane, Newell, SD .....................584 .....Lamb ..................... 74 .........$ 350.00
Arledge Livestock Co Llc, Robert Lee, TX .....84 .......Lamb ..................... 59 .........$ 364.00
Arledge Livestock Co Llc, Robert Lee, TX .....612 .....Lamb ..................... 80 .........$ 334.00
Arledge Livestock Co Llc, Robert Lee, TX .....153 .....Lamb ..................... 95 .........$ 297.00
J3 Enterprises, Belle Fourche, SD..................97 .......Lamb ..................... 63 .........$ 351.00
J3 Enterprises, Belle Fourche, SD..................244 .....Lamb ..................... 82 .........$ 328.00
Capp Ranch Inc, Faith, SD .............................65 .......Lamb ..................... 59 .........$ 376.00
Capp Ranch Inc, Faith, SD .............................198 .....Lamb ..................... 74 .........$ 341.00
Ahart, Keegan & Jean, Nisland, SD ...............29 .......Lamb ..................... 64 .........$ 332.00
Anderson, Chuck, Lemmon, SD ....................54 .......Lamb ...................106 .........$ 282.00
Burke, Pat, Newell, SD ....................................101 .....Lamb ..................... 76 .........$ 348.00
Davis, Dan, Buffalo, SD ..................................109 .....Lamb ..................... 86 .........$ 335.00
Donovan, Trey, Faith, SD ................................52 .......Lamb ..................... 50 .........$ 403.00
Donovan, Trey, Faith, SD ................................153 .....Lamb ..................... 68 .........$ 346.00
Donovan, Trey, Faith, SD ................................72 .......Lamb ..................... 87 .........$ 332.00
Lei, Pam, Camp Crook, SD ............................38 .......Lamb ..................... 87 .........$ 324.00
M Diamond Angus Ranch, Glen Rock, WY...43 .......Lamb ..................... 48 .........$ 403.00
Vroman, Ryan & Kelsey, Buffalo, SD ..............46 .......Lamb ..................... 97 .........$ 292.00
Wiechmann, Ethan, Bison, SD .......................42 .......Lamb ..................... 89 .........$ 316.00
Yoder, Reuben, Hulett, WY .............................111 .....Lamb ..................... 77 .........$ 333.00

St Onge Livestock has a receiving station for the Gillette Area every Thursday.  It is on 
Northern Drive in Gillette.  Call Doug Miller at 307-660-0960 to let him know what is 
coming.  You can unload all day every Thursday until 3 pm.  You pay receiving station 
fee of $3 per head & $2.50/cwt for trucking.  You can also call Justin Tupper at 605-680-

0259 & he can let them know your cattle are coming also.
THE BROADUS RECEIVING STATION IS TAKING CATTLE EVERY THURSDAY FOR OUR 

SALES ON FRIDAY.  You can drop your cattle off every Thursday by 3pm. You pay receiving 
station fee of $3 per head & $2.50/cwt for trucking.  For more information, call Tyler 
or Brandy Escott at 406-421-5579 or 406-951-1666 or Justin Tupper at 605-680-0259.

Attention to all sheep & goat producers: It is required that every male & female animal over the age of 12 
months have a scrapies tag in place to sell.  These tags can be obtained by the producer for FREE by 
calling 1-866-873-2824.  If they come to the sale barn without being tagged, you will be charged $5/hd 

for our vet to do them.  Please call us if you have any questions.

Video Auction Time is Coming up very, quickly - If  you are 
considering filming your Calves or Yearlings for Fall Delivery 

Contact Us For Your Video Marketing Needs

We are reps for 
SUPERIOR LIVESTOCK AUCTION

Cattle Report - Friday, October 2, 2026
4500 Hd Today
Market Was $3 To $5 Higher On Spring Calves
Yrlgs Sold Steady

NEXT SALES - OCTOBER 7th - SPRING CALF SPECIAL - 12:00 NOON
                           OCTOBER 9th - SPRING CALF & YEARLING SPECIAL - 9 AM 
                           OCTOBER 10th - WEIGH UP SALE - 9 AM

Thank you for Marketing with St Onge Livestock! 

YRLGS
Daly Livestock, Gillette, WY .................................86 ...B/R .... Hfrs .............744 ......  $352.00 
Daly Livestock, Gillette, WY .................................68 ...B/R .... Hfrs .............662 ......  $371.00 
Grubbing Hoe Ranch, Buffalo, SD ......................12 ...Bbld ... Strs .............1103 ....  $281.50 
Grubbing Hoe Ranch, Buffalo, SD ......................26 ...Bbld ... Hfrs .............1004 ....  $295.00 
Randall Inc, Broadus, MT ....................................10 ...B/R .... Hfrs .............863 ......  $315.00 
Schuricht, Ken, Moorcroft, WY ............................20 ...Blk ..... Hfrs .............795 ......  $340.50 
Tower Valley Ranch, Hulett, WY ..........................13 ...Rrbl.... Hfrs .............886 ......  $311.00 
SPRING CALVES
Semlek Ranch , Moorcroft, WY ...........................39 ...Blk ..... Strs .............478 ......  $509.00 
Semlek Ranch , Moorcroft, WY .........................120 ...Blk ..... Strs .............467 ......  $525.00 
Semlek Ranch , Moorcroft, WY ...........................34 ...Blk ..... Strs .............398 ......  $600.00 
Semlek Ranch , Moorcroft, WY ...........................33 ...Blk ..... Hfrs .............365 ......  $559.00 
Branger, Clint, Roscoe, MT ..................................63 ...Blk ..... Strs .............477 ......  $500.00 
Branger, Clint, Roscoe, MT ..................................42 ...Blk ..... Hfrs .............423 ......  $490.00 
Branger, Clint, Roscoe, MT ..................................19 ...Blk ..... Strs .............397 ......  $595.00 
Keffeler & Lorenz, Sturgis, SD .............................21 ...Blk ..... Strs .............700 ......  $365.00 
Keffeler & Lorenz, Sturgis, SD .............................16 ...Char .. Strs .............580 ......  $421.00 
Keffeler & Lorenz, Sturgis, SD ...........................112 ...Blk ..... Strs .............563 ......  $455.00 
Keffeler & Lorenz, Sturgis, SD ...........................119 ...Blk ..... Hfrs .............546 ......  $410.00 
Keffeler & Lorenz, Sturgis, SD .............................30 ...Blk ..... Strs .............433 ......  $545.00 
Alan, Corey, Whitewood, SD................................11 ...Blk ..... Strs .............592 ......  $415.00 
Alan, Corey, Whitewood, SD................................11 ...Blk ..... Hfrs .............527 ......  $390.00 
Baker, J Charles (Chuck), Whitewood, SD .........15 ...Blk ..... Strs .............513 ......  $438.00 
Baker, J Charles (Chuck), Whitewood, SD .........12 ...Blk ..... Hfrs .............464 ......  $430.00 
Burleson, James A, Newcastle, WY....................44 ...Blk ..... Strs .............558 ......  $431.00 
Burleson, James A, Newcastle, WY....................22 ...Blk ..... Hfrs .............549 ......  $355.00 
Burleson, James A, Newcastle, WY....................21 ...Blk ..... Strs .............467 ......  $495.00 
Burleson, James A, Newcastle, WY....................27 ...Blk ..... Hfrs .............465 ......  $455.00 
Conzelman, Bryce, Sundance, WY .....................16 ...Bbld ... Hfrs .............360 ......  $505.00 
Conzelman, Bryce, Sundance, WY .....................35 ...B/R .... Strs .............352 ......  $600.00 
Cotton, Maurice & Jesse, Piedmont, SD .............10 ...Bbld ... Hfrs .............479 ......  $475.00 
Crowser, Jenny, Newell, SD .................................42 ...B/R .... Bull ..............346 ......  $595.00 
Crowser, Jenny, Newell, SD .................................12 ...Mix .... Bull ..............331 ......  $445.00 
Crowser, Jenny, Newell, SD .................................20 ...B/R .... Bull ..............266 ......  $675.00 
Crowser, Jenny, Newell, SD .................................16 ...Herf ... Bull ..............234 ......  $625.00 
Fuller, Mike And Ethan, Gillette, WY ....................31 ...Blk ..... Strs .............508 ......  $472.50 
Fuller, Mike And Ethan, Gillette, WY ....................13 ...Blk ..... Hfrs .............473 ......  $475.00 
Hillsview Ranch, Sturgis, SD ...............................19 ...Bbld ... Strs .............502 ......  $470.00 
Hillsview Ranch, Sturgis, SD ...............................19 ...Bbld ... Hfrs .............470 ......  $440.00 
Hillsview Ranch, Sturgis, SD ...............................13 ...Bbld ... Strs .............418 ......  $509.00 
Hillsview Ranch, Sturgis, SD ...............................23 ...Bbld ... Hfrs .............400 ......  $497.50 
Jandreau, Jim, Sturgis, SD ..................................16 ...Blk ..... Hfrs .............506 ......  $440.00 
Jandreau, Jim, Sturgis, SD ..................................27 ...Blk ..... Strs .............504 ......  $477.50 
Jewett, Tyler Or Sally, Belle Fourche, SD ............32 ...Bld ..... Strs .............669 ......  $387.50 
Jewett, Tyler Or Sally, Belle Fourche, SD ............11 ...Bld ..... Strs .............525 ......  $449.00 
Jochim, Mark, Belle Fourche, SD ........................46 ...Blk ..... Strs .............492 ......  $487.50 
Jochim, Mark, Belle Fourche, SD ........................36 ...Blk ..... Hfrs .............477 ......  $460.00 
Jochim, Mark, Belle Fourche, SD ........................11 ...Blk ..... Strs .............412 ......  $570.00 
Jochim, Mark, Belle Fourche, SD ........................17 ...Blk ..... Hfrs .............399 ......  $515.00 
King, Dale Or Helen, Hammond, MT ..................86 ...Blk ..... Strs .............577 ......  $439.00 
King, Dale Or Helen, Hammond, MT ..................66 ...Blk ..... Hfrs .............523 ......  $425.00 
King, Dale Or Helen, Hammond, MT ..................44 ...Blk ..... Strs .............494 ......  $485.00 
King, Dale Or Helen, Hammond, MT ..................19 ...Blk ..... Hfrs .............424 ......  $515.00 
King, Dale Or Helen, Hammond, MT ..................10 ...Blk ..... Strs .............383 ......  $597.50 
Lintz, Jim & Brenda, Hermosa, SD .....................26 ...Blk ..... Strs .............593 ......  $421.00 
Lintz, Jim & Brenda, Hermosa, SD .....................22 ...Blk ..... Hfrs .............559 ......  $379.00 
Mcfarland, Chris, Rapid City, SD .........................22 ...Bbld ... Strs .............604 ......  $416.00 
Mcfarland, Chris, Rapid City, SD .........................13 ...Blk ..... Hfrs .............536 ......  $392.00 
Moore, Matthew Or Wendy, Gillette, WY .............76 ...Blk ..... Strs .............505 ......  $480.00 
Moore, Matthew Or Wendy, Gillette, WY .............14 ...Blk ..... Strs .............418 ......  $560.00 
Moore, Matthew Or Wendy, Gillette, WY .............15 ...Blk ..... Hfrs .............406 ......  $525.00 
Nicholas, William & Bryan J, Spearfish, SD ........25 ...B/R .... Bull ..............485 ......  $452.50 
Oedekoven, Darrel, Vale, SD ...............................47 ...B/R .... Strs .............608 ......  $407.50 
Oedekoven, Darrel, Vale, SD ...............................17 ...Blk ..... Strs .............506 ......  $475.00 
Oedekoven, Darrel, Vale, SD ...............................32 ...Bbld ... Hfrs .............515 ......  $415.00 
Oedekoven, Darrel, Vale, SD ...............................16 ...Blk ..... Hfrs .............441 ......  $440.00 
Olson, Chance, Belle Fourche, SD ......................10 ...Blk ..... Strs .............534 ......  $455.00 
Persson, Benjamin Earl, Gillette, WY ..................45 ...Blk ..... Hfrs .............419 ......  $485.00 
Sams, Norman, Weston, WY ..............................21 ...Blk ..... Strs .............557 ......  $430.00 
Sams, Norman, Weston, WY ..............................18 ...Blk ..... Strs .............548 ......  $449.00 
Sams, Norman, Weston, WY ..............................21 ...Bbld ... Hfrs .............544 ......  $387.50 
Sams, Norman, Weston, WY ..............................17 ...Blk ..... Hfrs .............457 ......  $455.00 
Sams, Norman, Weston, WY ..............................10 ...Blk ..... Strs .............418 ......  $570.00 
Schloredt Enterprises, Sundance, WY................11 ...Blk ..... Strs .............679 ......  $381.00 
Schloredt Enterprises, Sundance, WY................11 ...Blk ..... Strs .............415 ......  $565.00 
Schuricht, Ken, Moorcroft, WY ..........................114 ...Blk ..... Strs .............519 ......  $464.00 
Schuricht, Ken, Moorcroft, WY ............................30 ...Blk ..... Strs .............434 ......  $552.50 
Selby, Jay, Rapid City, SD.....................................11 ...Blk ..... Strs .............588 ......  $421.00 
Selby, Jay, Rapid City, SD.....................................11 ...Blk ..... Hfrs .............515 ......  $410.00 
Sinner, Jake, Gillette, WY .....................................14 ...B/R .... Strs .............540 ......  $483.00 
Sinner, Jake, Gillette, WY .....................................33 ...Bbld ... Hfrs .............520 ......  $390.00 
Sinner, Jake, Gillette, WY .....................................45 ...B/R .... Strs .............484 ......  $483.00 
Sinner, Jake, Gillette, WY .....................................49 ...Bbld ... Hfrs .............399 ......  $502.00 
Sinner, Jake, Gillette, WY .....................................23 ...Blk ..... Strs .............386 ......  $591.00 
Tennant, Rebecca, Gillette, WY ...........................16 ...Red ... Strs .............476 ......  $480.00 
Tennant, Rebecca, Gillette, WY ...........................25 ...Red ... Hfrs .............458 ......  $435.00 
White, Daniel H, Devils Tower, WY ......................31 ...Blk ..... Strs .............569 ......  $420.00 
White, Daniel H, Devils Tower, WY ......................18 ...Blk ..... Hfrs .............473 ......  $505.00 
White, Daniel H, Devils Tower, WY ......................13 ...Bbld ... Strs .............452 ......  $525.00 
WEIGH UP COWS
Andersen, Myron, Whitewood, SD ........................1 ...Blk ..... Cow ............1450 ....  $151.00 
Baker, Gary Or Nancy, Hermosa, SD ....................1 ...Blk ..... Hfrt ..............1020 ....  $257.00 
Baker, Gary Or Nancy, Hermosa, SD ....................2 ...Blk ..... Cow ............1460 ....  $151.50 
Cahoon, Jeanette Or Dan, Sonnette, MT .............1 ...Bld ..... Hfrt ..............1210 ....  $259.00 
Clements, Austin, Glendive, MT ............................1 ...Blk ..... Hfrt ..............830 ......  $270.00 
Clements, Austin, Glendive, MT ............................3 ...Blk ..... Hfrt ..............1106 ....  $241.00 
Clements, Austin, Glendive, MT ............................1 ...Herf ... Cwette ........800 ......  $215.00 
Clements, Austin, Glendive, MT ............................2 ...Bld ..... Cwette ........1242 ....  $205.00 
Clements, Austin, Glendive, MT ............................7 ...Bbld ... Cow ............1390 ....  $154.50 
Crump Land & Livestock, Gillette, WY ..................2 ...Red ... Hfrt ..............1132 ....  $235.00 
Crump Land & Livestock, Gillette, WY ..................1 ...Red ... Cwette ........1285 ....  $190.00 
Crump Land & Livestock, Gillette, WY ................10 ...B/R .... Cow ............1423 ....  $154.00 
Crump Land & Livestock, Gillette, WY ..................1 ...Blk ..... Cow ............1275 ....  $148.00 
Cuka, Gerard, Belle Fourche, SD ..........................1 ...Bld ..... Hfrt ..............975 ......  $230.00 
Cuka, Gerard, Belle Fourche, SD ..........................1 ...Blk ..... Cow ............1465 ....  $151.50 
Double Sickle Ranch, Rapid City, SD ....................1 ...Blk ..... Cow ............1320 ....  $153.50 
Double Sickle Ranch, Rapid City, SD ....................2 ...Blk ..... Cow ............1260 ....  $152.50 
Guy Casteel Livestock Llc, Newell, SD .................2 ...Herf ... Cwette ........995 ......  $182.00 
Guy Casteel Livestock Llc, Newell, SD .................1 ...Blk ..... Cwette ........1215 ....  $155.00 
Kinghorn, Ray, St Onge, SD ..................................5 ...Blk ..... Cow ............1402 ....  $154.50 
Mackaben, Ronny, Broadus, MT ...........................1 ...Blk ..... Cwette ........1305 ....  $157.00 
Mackaben, Ronny, Broadus, MT ...........................1 ...Blk ..... Cow ............1575 ....  $153.50 
Mcdonald, James O & Rhoda M, Hulett, WY .......1 ...Blk ..... Hfrt ..............1090 ....  $248.00 
Mcdonald, James O & Rhoda M, Hulett, WY .......5 ...Blk ..... Cwette ........1324 ....  $175.00 
Mcdonald, James O & Rhoda M, Hulett, WY .....10 ...Bbld ... Cow ............1511 ....  $148.50 
Persson, Terrance, Gillette, WY .............................6 ...Blk ..... Hfrt ..............935 ......  $270.00 
Policky Ranch Llp, Upton, WY ...............................5 ...Blk ..... Cwette ........1325 ....  $165.00 
Policky Ranch Llp, Upton, WY ...............................1 ...Blk ..... Cow ............1240 ....  $149.00 
Policky, Tess, Upton, WY .......................................4 ...Blk ..... Cwette ........1266 ....  $181.00 
Policky, Tess, Upton, WY .......................................1 ...Blk ..... Cwette ........1330 ....  $156.00 
Policky, Tess, Upton, WY .......................................1 ...Blk ..... Cow ............1390 ....  $150.50 
Schmidt, Clete Or Kristy, Belle Fourche, SD .........1 ...Blk ..... Hfrt ..............1110 ....  $268.00 
Stinson Livestock, Moorcroft, WY .........................1 ...Blk ..... Cow ............1480 ....  $152.00 
Wahle, Jacki K, Custer, SD ....................................1 ...Blk ..... Cow ............1335 ....  $148.00 
Williams, Ray & Tedi Jo, Broadus, MT ..................1 ...Blk ..... Cow ............1675 ....  $152.00 
X Ring Ranch, Upton, WY .....................................2 ...Blk ..... Cow ............1195 ....  $150.00 
X Ring Ranch, Upton, WY .....................................1 ...Red ... Cow ............1130 ....  $150.00 
X Ring Ranch, Upton, WY .....................................2 ...Blk ..... Cow ............1302 ....  $149.00 

OCTOBER 7, 2026
SPRING CALF SPECIAL

12:00 NOON – SPRING CALVES 
BT-Branding Time Shots   PC-PreCondition Shots   DF-Drug Free   BV-Bangs Vaccinated 

NI- No Implants
CALVES
Courtney Ranch – 1000 Blk & Red Strs & Hfrs – 350-525# - BT, PC
Jim Palo – 60 Blk & Charx Strs & Hfrs – 500-550# - BT, PC, NI 
WY Consignment – 100 Blk Strs -450-475# - BT, PC
Dan Debuhr – 12 Blk Strs & Hfrs – 500-575# - BT, PC
Heim Bourk – 12 Char X Strs & Hfrs – 400-500#

PLUS MORE BY SALE TIME!

OCTOBER 9, 2026
SPRING CALF & YRLG SPECIAL

9:00 AM – YRLGS FOLLOWED BY SPRING CALVES 
BT-Branding Time Shots   PC-PreCondition Shots   DF-Drug Free   BV-Bangs Vaccinated 

NI- No Implants
SPRING CALVES
Duprel Livestock – 650 Blk Strs & Hfrs – 600-725# - BT, PC
Brad, Rhonda & Casey Bauer – 380 Blk & Bldy Strs – 600-700# - BT, PC
WY Consignment – 300 Red Strs & Hfrs – 550-600# - Bt, All Nat
Ralph & Emily Brownfield – 230 Blk & Bldy Strs & Hfrs – 500-550# - 

BT, PC, NI
Richard Perli – 230 Blk Strs & Hfrs – 450-550# - BT, PC
Melum Ranch – 220 Red Bldy & Herf Strs & Hfrs – 500-550# - BT, 

PC, NI
Tibbetts Ranch – 145 Blk Strs – 500-600# - BT, PC
   - 75 Blk Hfrs – 500-550# - BT, PC
Mike Richter – 150 Blk & Red Strs & Hfrs – 500-600# - BT, PC, NI
Chris Mcfarland – 140 Blk Strs & Hfrs – 550-600# - BT, PC, NI, No 

Hfrs Kept 
Ryan XZ Ranch – 120 Blk Strs -525-550# - BT, PC, NI
Alan Shaykett – 120 Blk Strs – 500-550# - BT, PC
Bob Baker – 120 Blk Strs & Hfrs -550-625# - BT, PC
Trent & Kayla Mills – 116 Blk & Few Bldy Strs – 480-525# - BT, PC, NI
Brad Severson - 100 Mostly Red Strs & Hfrs – 550-600# - BT, PC, NI
Tope Livestock – 100 Blk & Bldy Strs & Hfrs – 500# - BT, PC, NI
Pwnell Brothers – 100 Blk Strs & Hfrs – 525-625# - BT, PC
Rourke-Edwards – 60 Blk Strs & Hfrs – 500-550# - BT, PC
Jim Geis – 75 Blk Strs & Hfrs – 450-550# - BT, PC, NI. No Hfrs Kept
Terry Ellerton – 65 Blk Strs & Hfrs – 580-650# - BT, PC, NI
Tom Twedt – 60 Red Angus Strs & Hfrs – 500-550# - BT, NI
Jim Konechne – 55 Blk Strs & Hfrs – 575-675# - BT, PC
Boller Mills – 52 Blk & Bldy Strs –525-575# - BT, PC, NI
Kurt & Jana Leininger – 50 Blk Strs & Hfrs- 475-550# - BT, PC
Travis & Jeri Ann Pierson – 50 Blk Strs & Hfrs – 500# - BT, PC, NI
Bryce & Jaycee Conzelman – 50 Blk Strs 7 Hfrs – 300-400# - BT, PC
Russel Millar – 40 Blk & Red Strs & Hfrs – 450-550# - BT, PC
Hammer Brothers – 30 Shorthorn Strs & Hfrs – 300-350# - BT, PC, 

Wnd 6 Weeks
Dan Bacon – 25 Blk Strs & Hfrs – 550# - BT, PC, NI
John Septka – 25 Herf Strs & Hfrs – 500-550# - BT, PC
Blaine Wilson – 25 Blk & Bldy Hfrs – 475-525# - BT, PC
Sterling Holland – 15 Red Strs – 525-572# - BT, PC, NI, Poured
Lazy Hd – 15 Blk Strs – 600-650# - BT, PC, NI
Jeff Haberstroh – 14 Blk & Red Strs & Hfrs – 600-625# - BT, NI, DF
Rex & Morgan Wulf – 11 Red Strs & Hfrs – 650-700# - BT, PC

PLUS MORE BY SALE TIME!

OCTOBER 10, 2026
WEIGH UP SALE

9:00 AM – WEIGH UPS   12:00 NOON – BRED COWS
BRED COWS
WY Consignment – 50 Red Cows Bred Red Or Blk 4/01
John & Brenda Snyder – 30 Blk 5 To 10 Yr Old Cows – Bred Herf – 

3/15
Semlek Ranch – 25 Blk Short Term Cows – Bred Blk – 4/15

PLUS MORE BY SALE TIME!

WEIGH UP BULLS
Amdahl, Eric, Moorcroft, WY .................................1 ...Blk ..... Bull ..............2005 ....  $196.00 
Bowman, Tracy, Fairburn, SD ................................1 ...Blk ..... Bull ..............1720 ....  $196.00 
Bowman, Tracy, Fairburn, SD ................................1 ...Blk ..... Bull ..............1015 ....  $182.50 
Cahoon, Jeanette Or Dan, Sonnette, MT .............1 ...Blk ..... Bull ..............1680 ....  $202.00 
Cahoon, Jeanette Or Dan, Sonnette, MT .............1 ...Bld ..... Bull ..............1850 ....  $210.00 
Conzelman, Bryce, Sundance, WY .......................1 ...Blk ..... Bull ..............1610 ....  $184.00 
Croell, Roger R, Sundance, WY ............................1 ...Herf ... Bull ..............2075 ....  $178.00 
Frederickson Ranch, Spearfish, SD ......................1 ...Herf ... Bull ..............1425 ....  $186.50 
Gantz, Jodi, Scenic, SD .........................................1 ...Blk ..... Bull ..............1725 ....  $196.00 
Geis, James R, Aladdin, WY .................................1 ...Blk ..... Bull ..............1990 ....  $204.00 
Heart Tail Ranch Llp, St Onge, SD ........................1 ...Blk ..... Bull ..............1575 ....  $209.00 
Humbracht, John, Camp Crook, SD .....................2 ...Blk ..... Bull ..............1940 ....  $212.00 
Iron Mountain Cattle Co, Waynesboro Pa ] ...........2 ...Blk ..... Bull ..............1900 ....  $196.00 
Iron Mountain Cattle Co, Waynesboro Pa ] ...........1 ...Blk ..... Bull ..............1825 ....  $200.00 
Jespersen, Lynn, Upton, WY .................................1 ...Blk ..... Bull ..............1700 ....  $209.00 
Kline, Jeff Or Cheryl, Newcastle, WY ...................1 ...Blk ..... Bull ..............1920 ....  $202.00 
Lawrence, Justin, Alzada, MT ................................1 ...Blk ..... Bull ..............1655 ....  $205.00 
Mackaben, Ronny, Broadus, MT ...........................1 ...Blk ..... Bull ..............1340 ....  $188.00 
Mutchler, Tyler, Newell, SD .....................................1 ...Blk ..... Bull ..............1025 ....  $285.00 
Powell, Stanley, Biddle, MT ....................................1 ...Blk ..... Bull ..............2255 ....  $199.00 
Wagner, David, Hulett, WY ....................................1 ...Blk ..... Bull ..............1795 ....  $215.00 
Wagner, David, Hulett, WY ....................................1 ...Red ... Bull ..............2010 ....  $220.00 
White, Daniel H, Devils Tower, WY ........................1 ...Blk ..... Bull ..............1680 ....  $193.00 
Williamson, Todd Or Melanie, Newell, SD.............1 ...Blk ..... Bull ..............1715 ....  $180.00 
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GARAGE DOORS

Free
Estimates

Belle
Fourche

Sales / Installation / Service / Residential / Commercial
Need a new door? Old door need repair? Call:

605-569-2397

Shannon L Rolando

1407 5th Avenue
Belle Fourche, SD 57717

Bus. 605-569-7979  Fax 855-221-2509
shannon.rolando@edwardjones.com
edwardjones.com/shannon-rolando

Black Hills Vision Care
“Keeping Your Future in Focus”

605-892-2020
1830 5th Avenue Belle Fourche

 
Optometrist
Dr. Heidi Nash

Opticians
Steve Jewett
December White
 

IRRIGATION PROS

SPRINKLER SYSTEMS
AND LANDSCAPING

Fast, Friendly Service!
DOUGLAS PETRE

605.580.1807

FREE ESTIMATES
•Sprinkler Systems
   Installation &
   Maintainence
•Landscaping
•Retaining Walls 

PO Box 721
Belle Fourche SD, 57717

DirtWorks@norcell.us

2111 5th Ave Belle Fourche, SD 57717
(605) 892-2120

Phil Kissack
Registered Representative

Aaron: 605-645-0422  •  Austin: 605-218-3359
Kevin: 605-801-0974

11363 US Hwy 212 • Belle Fourche, SD 57717
605-892-2230

WWW.LINDSKOVIMP.COM

KUBOTA RA2584 RAKE

ONLY $41,900!

ELEVATE YOUR HAY PRODUCTION!
Low-rate financing available on 

remaining inventory

“The Land Of Sitting Bull”
Oil

Website:
www.MickHarrison.com

Email: mickart@mickharrison.com

Mailing Address:
Mick Harrison Paintings

PO Box 457 
Belle Fourche, SD 57717

Mick Harrison

PINE’S EDGE MINI BARNS LLC

19060 US HWY 85
BELLE FOURCHE, SD

605-723-5952

Design your own!

WITH 3D
BUILDER!
FREE DELIVERY

CLOSED TUESDAYS

Many Styles to Ch�se Fr�



Wed. October 7, 2026Belle Fourche Beacon B-3

by Mary BuchholzLooking Back in Belle
-- These articles come from newpaper microfilm 

from the Belle Fourche Public library, using a new microfilm reader and printer.  The photographs are 
from the Tri-State Museum and are from the Belle Fourche History published in 1988, pages 32

C
H
I
R
O
P
R
A
C
T
I
C

Shawn D. Stinton, D.C.
Stinton Chiropractic Clinic, P.C.

517 Grant Street
Belle Fourche, SD 57717
(605) 892-4909

“Consider chiropractic care first.”

SEPTIC SYSTEMS - BASEMENTS - DUMP TRUCK

BENJAMIN CHENEY
605-569-6151

No job too small!
REDWATEREXCAVATING@NORCELL.US

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED - FREE ESTIMATES!

Integrity Meats

Delivery Available
We can Meat your needs!

404 Industrial St Belle Fourche
(605) 892-6215

Erin L. Melling
Attorney at Law
Licensed in SD, ND, and MT

Aaron W. Roseland
Attorney at Law

Licensed in SD and ND

South Dakota Office:
1409 5th Ave.

Belle Fourche, SD 57717
Phone: (605) 723-1659

Email: mrlawpc@mrlawp.net 

North Dakota Office:
602 Adams Ave., Suite 1

Hettinger, ND 58639
Phone: (701) 567-2418
Fax: (701) 567-4290

Email: mrlawpc@mrlawp.net 
        100 years 
    Northwest Post 
November 11, 1926
GOVERNOR-ELECT IS A 

DEMOCRAT W. J. Bulow, of 
Beresford Promises a Square 
Deal to All South Dakota Peo-
ple  W. J. Bulow, governor-elect 
of South Dakota, issued the 
following statement Wednesday 
in which he reiterates his cam-
paign pledge of a business-like 
administration and a square 
deal for all. “I want to thank the 
people of South Dakota for the 
honor that they have conferred 
upon me. I feel truly grateful 
to my friends all over the state, 
to whose untiring efforts and 
locality we owe the victory in 
this election. 

My hope is that I may mea-
sure up to a realization of their 
trust and confidence and I want 
to renew the pledge that I made 
so often during the campaign: 
that I will strive to conduct 
the affairs of the state in a 
business-like way and not for 
political spoils. All my efforts 
will be made in conformity 
with the principles of our dem-
ocratic form of government, 
giving everyone all square deal 
and no one a special privilege. 
To the best of my ability, I will 
try to carry out the tenets of 
this motto, regardless of what 
anyone’s political affiliations 
may have been.  

My hope now is that all of 
us may lay aside our political 
differences and, unitedly, all 
work together in behalf of the 
best interests of South Dakota. I 
am not able personally to thank 
all the people who supported 
me in this campaign, so I beg to 
convey, through the press, my 
thanks for their efforts in my 
behalf.” 

BELLE FOURCHE VICTO-
RIOUS  Belle Fourche’s High 
School football team redeemed 
itself last Friday in the game 
with Spearfish, winning by a 
score of 10 to 3, in one of the 
cleverest contests played here 
this season.  This was the last 
game to be played on the home 
field this season, our boys play-
ing the final game at Lead next 
Saturday afternoon.  During 
the past season Belle Fourche 
has been represented by a team 
composed entirely of raw ma-
terial, and in another year they 
will be playing much better and 
will be in a position to make it 
interesting for any aggregation 
in the Hills. Two games were 
won this season, the first played 
here with Sturgis, and last Fri-
day’s game. 

NEWS ITEM OF THE 
WEEK  Queen Marie came as 
near Belle Fourche as Thermo-
polis, Wyo., which isn’t very 
near.  The shades of the old 
west will past before Queen 
Marie of Romania when her 
train rolls through the Wind 
River canyon, the old haunts 
of the frontier outlaws and 
badmen on the morning of No-
vember 9.  With rifles nestling 
in the crooks of their arms and 
six shooters stropped to their 
waists, a score or more sheriffs 
and cowpunchers will guard 
the royal visitor in the canyon. 
Sheriff B. F. McFarlane, a 
Wyoming law officer of frontier 
experience with his deputies, 
wearing the picturesque chaps 

Shannon L Rolando

1407 5th Avenue
Belle Fourche, SD 57717

Bus. 605-569-7979  Fax 855-221-2509
shannon.rolando@edwardjones.com
edwardjones.com/shannon-rolando

and broad-brimmed sombreros 
will line the canyon as the royal 
train passes through and holts 
for a few minutes to give the 
queen a glimpse of Wyoming’s 
mountain fastnesses.  The 
railroads are furnishing Marie, 
the Romanian Queen, who is 
touring the United States, a 
special train for herself and 
party from the Atlantic seaboard 
to Van Conver, B. C. and return, 
for a total cost of $28.     

The roads received permis-
sion of the Interstate Commerce 
Commission to grant this low 
rate on one day’s notice. This 
same Commission restrained 
the M. & St. L., the Milwaukee 
and other northwest railroads 
from lowering the freight rate 
on wheat from North and South 
Dakota to Minneapolis 6 cents 
per hundred. The loss the rail-
roads take on hauling European 
royalty over the country will 
be made up in higher rates on 
farm products or come out of 
the government guarantee. No 
wonder the northwest farmers at 
times see red.  

     75 years ago 
The Belle Fourche Post,   
   October 28, 1951 
 Second Case of Rabies 

Discovered Near Belle  Another 
case of rabies – the second one 
in the Belle Fourche vicinity 
in the last month – has been 
reported.  Dr. R. M. Buck, local 
veterinarian yesterday made 
public a report received from 
G. S. Harshfield, head of the 
veterinary department at South 
Dakota State College.  Harsh-
field reported “I can now report 
positive diagnosis of rabies in 
part of a cow brain from the 
animal owned by Herb Tope.  

Tope lives near the Wyoming 
line on highway 212 about 
12 miles northwest of Belle 
Fourche. Buck says he per-
formed a postmortem on the 
cow immediately after Tope re-
ported the animals’ death.  The 
veterinarian did not speculate 
as to what might have bitten 
the cow – it could have been an 
infected dog, skunk or raccoon. 
Last month, two cows on the 
Frank Thompson place about 
two miles northeast of Spear-
fish died from rabies. Cases of 
the dreaded disease have been 
found in animals at Deadwood 
and in Pennington county. A 
quarantine was put into effect 
in Deadwood and Spearfish and 
all dogs and cats in those towns 
were ordered inoculated.   

       50 years ago 
The Belle Fourche Post     
   October 13, 1976   
PUC Hearing Affects Key 

Area Industry  Pierre – The 
Public Utilities Commission 
has ordered three “citizen 
input” hearings concerning the 
“deteriorating and dangerous” 
conditions of the Chicago 
and Northwestern Railroad’s 
so-called “bentonite line” in 
western South Dakota. The 
hearings are scheduled for 
Oct. 28 in the Pennington 
county courthouse, Oct. 29 in 
the First Nation Bank of the 
Black Hills, Sturgis and later 
in the Butte county courthouse, 
Belle Fourche.  Commission 
Chairman Jack Weiland said the 
decision to investigate the con-
ditions of the “bentonite line” 
followed a complaint from State 

Senator Charles Flyte, Oral and 
the commissions’ own obser-
vations.  Scott Engineering, a 
Watertown firm, was retained to 
make a full investigation of the 
line, and their report to the com-
mission showed the line to be in 
“extremely poor and potentially 
dangerous” condition. One of 
the conclusions of the Scott 
report states: present conditions 
“…are causing the line to pro-
gressively deteriorate.”  

The report further notes 
that “improvements should be 
made in accordance with the 
American Railway Engineering 
Association’s specifications.”  
The C&NW line is about 
167 miles long starting at the 
bentonite plants about 18 miles 
northwest of Belle Fourche 
across the line Wyoming. It 
enters Nebraska south of Oel-
richs. Weiland pointed out that 
the commission feels that in 
its present conditions, the line 
is a threat to public safety. He 
said, “When there have been 
some 5 derailments -due to poor 
track conditions – in the past 18 
months, something should be 
done to rectify this.”  

The commissions’ order and 
applications to testify at the 
public hearings later this month 
were sent to freight shippers, 
receivers and other interested 
persons on the line.  Following 
the citizen input hearings con-
cerning the condition of the rail 
line, further hearings have been 
scheduled by the commission 
in Pierre. The commission’s 
staff also interviewed major rail 
users and businesses on the line. 
Some of the comments of the 
rail users were submitted in the 
report of Oct. 6 meeting.  Com-
ments included that service was 
not dependable, the extraor-
dinary number of derailments 
has resulted in shipping delays 
which are not tolerable in the 
ordinary course of business. 
Due to existing speed limits 
(5 to 15 miles per hour) rail 
service is cheapen by tariff but 
not economical. 

Shippers can’t load to maxi-
mum weight because the track 
will not support fully loaded 
cars; businesses located on or 
near C & NW track are fearful 
for the personal safety of their 
employes due to poor track 
conditions and the belief that a 
derailment is not only possible 
but probable; an untold num-
ber of fires ignited by passing 
trains and derailment sites 
have caused extensive property 
damage in several instances. In 
view of all this the commission 
felt there was just cause for 
a full public hearing into the 
allegations and assertions made 
by various persons. 

The line in its early days 
hauled hundreds of thousands 
of cattle to market, but in more 
recent years its major shipments 
have been thousands of cars of 
bentonite each year from the 
four plants in the area. The line 
also hauls substantial amounts 
of timber.  Some of the areas 
bentonite is hauled by truck, 
but most of it goes out by rail, 
so the line is a key factor in the 
operation of what has been es-
timated as a $25 million annual 
bentonite industry in the Belle 
Fourche area. 



SUBSCRIBE TO THE 
BEACON

$52 online or local

www.bellefourchebeacon.com
PO Box 576, Belle Fourche, SD 57717

Your Consideration is Appreciated!

Rep. Dusty Johnson
Weekly Column

Send us your News 
and Photos!

News@BelleFourcheBeacon.com

114 S. Main Ave. Ste B-4 Sioux Falls, SD 57104  605-413-3177   
 www.thedakotascout.com  

   The Dakota Scout, a journal of South Dakota politics, government and culture that features journalism from veteran reporters 
Jonathan Ellis and Joe Sneve. Newsletters can be sent directly to your inbox and you can receive the state’s top political podcast - The 
Scouting Report.  Look it up today.

   The Dakota Scout is a South Dakota owned, sourced and printed independent operation co-founded by Ellis and Sneve. Togeth-
er, they have more than 30 years of combined experience in South Dakota journalism that have earned them reputations as dogged 
reporters who’ve not lost touch with their neighbors’ sensibilities. Be in the Know!

   Stay on top of what’s happening at the state Capitol in Pierre and around the state with breaking news, investigative reporting and 
a constant drumbeat of information about the world around you.Capitol Building Pierre, SD
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Jonathan Ellis & Joe Sneve  “Dakota Scout Journalism”

Medicare 
advice you 
can trust
Here to help you 
with your Medicare 
decisions.

CONTACT ME TODAY

W-2022541 09/23 Y0156_WMCoopPrtAdIASDV2_C FVNR 1023

Kerbi Bowden
605-892-2306 ext 103
35 5th Ave
Belle Fourche, SD
kbowden@fedts.com

Keller Williams Realty Black Hills
(605) 210-1162

email: alank@kw.com

Licensed in SD & WY
https://www.bhhomeandland.com

Alan Kindsfater 
Broker Associate

501 Grant Street Belle Fourche, SD  

(605) 717-3210
SuperiorWaterSD.com

your local water experts

•  WATER
    CONDITIONING

•  SOFTENERS

•  FILTERS

•  RO'S

•  SALT

10979 US Highway 85 Belle Fourche • (605) 892-2503

HAVE A TERRIFIC TUESDAY!! 
 

Prime Rib every
Friday & Saturday 

ready at 5:00!

Daily Drink Specials

Coldest beer in town

Full bar and wine list

High quality
beef and chicken

Full service
catering Restaurant 
with seating for 110

Event equipment 
rental
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Join us M-F
11 am-1 pm

BINGO - October 6  & November 3  | Branding Iron | Doors Open 6pm - Balls Roll 7pmth rd
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GO TO RANCHANDFARMAUCTIONS.COM FOR
MORE INFORMATION, PHOTOS, SOIL MAPS AND TERMS. 

RANCHANDFARMAUCTIONS .COM

LAND  AUCTION
160 AC± | 1 TRACT | MEADE CO, SD

ONLINE ONLY AT
RANCHANDFARMAUCTIONS.COM

AUCTION DATE: 10/29/26 BIDDING ENDS AT: 2 PM MT
AUCTION HELD AT: ONLINE ONLY

Ranch & Farm Auctions, LLC  LIC15136 | Broker, Jason R Schendt SD LIC #16828 | Cody Lowderman 
Auc Lic RE17883 | Ashley Kurtenbach, Whitetail Properties Agent/Land Specialist, 605.201.9333

“Serving the tri-State area Since 1935”

“The Cattlemen’s Market - Where buyers & sellers come together with confidence!”

18662 Livestock Road • Belle Fourche,  SD 57717 • www.bellefourchelivestock.com

Toll Free: 800-894-8684

Office: 605-892-2655

Fax: 605-892-3142

TRAVIS LINCH

 – OWNER – 

CELL - 605-892-5951

OFFICE - 605-892-2655

JADE HARPER 
Auctioneer: 605-515-0337
COLLIN GIBBS 
Auctioneer: 406-939-0645
DAN PIROUTEK 
Market Rep: 605-544-3316 
BRIAN SCHMIDT 
Yard Foreman: 605-569-0114

SHANE MOKE - 605-641-7961

TYLER GAER - 605-222-9513

JOHN HENRY BEARDSLEY -  

406-853-4938

BRETT LOUGHLIN - 605-210-0615

MIKE GREENOUGH - 307-620-2597

BEN GREENOUGH - 307-620-5553

FIELDMEN

SCOTT ANDERSON - 406-351-1844

TREVOR GARMAN - 605-892-5972

BRIAN SCHMIDT - 605-569-0114

KYLE HODGSKISS - 406-781-2846

UPCOMING SALE SCHEDULE
October 8, 2026 .....................................................................SPRING CALF SPECIAL
October 9, 2026 ...............................WEIGH-UP COW SPECIAL & FALL CLEAN UP 
.................................................................................................... LOOSE HORSE SALE
October 15, 2026 ...................................................................SPRING CALF SPECIAL
October 16, 2026 ...............................................BRED COW & WEIGH-UP SPECIAL
October 22, 2026 ...................................................................SPRING CALF SPECIAL
October 23, 2026 ........................................................................WEIGH-UP SPECIAL
October 29, 2026 ...................................................................SPRING CALF SPECIAL
October 30, 2026 ...............................................BRED COW & WEIGH-UP SPECIAL
November 5, 2026 ...............................................................................CALF SPECIAL
November 6, 2026 .....................................................................WEIGH-UP SPECIAL
November 12, 2026 .............................................................................CALF SPECIAL
November 13, 2026 ..........................................BRED COW & WEIGH-UP SPECIAL
November 19, 2026 .............................................................................CALF SPECIAL
November 20, 2026 ...................................................................WEIGH-UP SPECIAL
November 23, 2026 ..........................MONDAY ANNUAL THANKSGIVING SALE-  
........................................................................................ COW & BRED HFR SPECIAL

Market Report - Thursday, October 1st, 2026
THANK YOU FOR YOUR BUSINESS!

RECEIVING STATIONS

Broadus,MT 
Travis Linch | 605-892-5951

Ekalaka,MT 
Travis Linch | 605-892-5951 

Dave Williams | 406-975-6805

Forsyth,MT 
Scott Anderson | 406-351-1844

Jordan,MT 
Jason Bollinger | 406-690-8344

Wyoming 
Mike Greenough | 307-620-2597

High Plains Commodities Offices
Belle Fourche Livestock Market, LLC.

Stop in or Call 1-800-888-1432
Kim Kling - Kem Kjerstad

CALVES ..............................................QTY ... DESC .............................. AVGW .......BID .................. $/HEAD
James A. Or Diane Hall, Gillette WY ..111 ..... Blk/Bwf-Str Pc Bt ...............504 ........501.00 .............$ 2,526.43
..............................................................58 ...... Blk/Bwf-Str Pc Bt ...............413 ........560.00 .............$ 2,312.89
..............................................................9 ........ Blk/Bwf-Str Pc Bt ...............285 ........655.00 .............$ 1,866.75
..............................................................89 ...... Blk/Bwf-Hfr Pc Bt ...............441 ........480.00 .............$ 2,117.39
..............................................................28 ...... Blk/Bwf-Hfr Pc Bt ...............380 ........540.00 .............$ 2,050.07
..............................................................17 ...... Blk/Bwf-Hfr Pc Bt ...............266 ........627.50 .............$ 1,666.56
Moke Ranch, Belle Fourche SD .........101 .... Blk/Bwf-Str Pc Bt ...............538 ........465.00 .............$ 2,502.02
..............................................................80 ...... Blk/Bwf-Str Pc Bt ...............442 ........535.00 .............$ 2,365.70
..............................................................15 ...... Black-Str Pc Bt, Pc ............358 ........635.00 .............$ 2,273.30
..............................................................110..... Black-Hfr Pc Bt, Pc ............469 ........465.00 .............$ 2,180.85
..............................................................40 ...... Black-Hfr Pc Bt, Pc ............420 ........501.00 .............$ 2,103.57
..............................................................11 ....... Black-Hfr Pc Bt, Pc ............326 ........525.00 .............$ 1,713.40
X Heart Ranch Inc, Aladdin WY..........100 .... Blk/Bwf-Str Pc ....................547 ........453.00 .............$ 2,476.09
Vernon Horst, Newell SD ....................45 ...... Black-Str Pc Bt, Pc ............614 ........415.00 .............$ 2,546.71
..............................................................10 ...... Black-Str Pc Bt, Pc ............489 ........502.50 .............$ 2,457.22
..............................................................32 ...... Black-Hfr Pc Bt, Pc ............576 ........376.00 .............$ 2,167.28
Mccoid Ranch, Buffalo SD ..................65 ...... Black-Str Pc Ni ...................483 ........517.00 .............$ 2,498.30
..............................................................14 ...... Black-Str Pc Ni ...................385 ........610.00 .............$ 2,348.50
..............................................................39 ...... Black-Hfr Pc Ni ..................433 ........494.00 .............$ 2,141.30
Schelldorf Ranch Inc, Sundance WY .81 ...... Herf-Str Pc Ni .....................527 ........465.00 .............$ 2,449.57
..............................................................14 ...... Herf-Str Pc Ni .....................393 ........565.00 .............$ 2,221.66
Kirk Erickson, Rapid City SD ..............42 ...... Herf-Str Pc Ni .....................520 ........431.00 .............$ 2,240.68
..............................................................25 ...... Herf-Hfr Pc Ni .....................484 ........446.00 .............$ 2,159.53
Larry & Kimberley Ligocki,  
Sheridan WY .......................................43 ...... Black-Str Bt Ni ....................513 ........475.00 .............$ 2,435.20
..............................................................8 ........ Black-Str Bt Ni ....................384 ........580.00 .............$ 2,225.75
..............................................................26 ...... Black-Hfr Bt Ni ...................455 ........457.50 .............$ 2,081.62
Merle & Amy Ligocki, Sheridan WY ...71 ...... Black-Str Bt Ni ....................531 ........459.00 .............$ 2,436.57
..............................................................8 ........ Black-Str Bt Ni ....................434 ........542.50 .............$ 2,356.48
..............................................................35 ...... Black-Hfr Bt Ni ...................490 ........444.00 .............$ 2,176.86
..............................................................12 ...... Black-Hfr Bt Ni ...................421 ........490.00 .............$ 2,064.12
Stack Rock Inc, Alzada MT .................85 ...... Black-Str Bt ........................488 ........494.00 .............$ 2,410.72
..............................................................35 ...... Black-Str Bt ........................425 ........555.00 .............$ 2,359.54
..............................................................11 ....... Black-Str Bt ........................323 ........602.50 .............$ 1,947.17
..............................................................60 ...... Black-Hfr Bt ........................458 ........470.00 .............$ 2,152.20
..............................................................58 ...... Black-Hfr Bt ........................419 ........494.00 .............$ 2,068.41
..............................................................12 ...... Black-Str .............................478 ........485.00 .............$ 2,317.89
Eugene & Linda Roberts, Carlile WY .11 ....... Blk/Bwf-Str Pc Ni ...............513 ........452.50 .............$ 2,322.14
Kenneth G Smith, Buffalo SD .............28 ...... Black-Str Pc Ni ...................554 ........443.00 .............$ 2,455.48
..............................................................25 ...... Black-Hfr Pc Ni ..................538 ........407.00 .............$ 2,188.03
Chris Kling, Belle Fourche SD ............32 ...... Blk/Bwf-Str Pc Ni ...............465 ........505.00 .............$ 2,347.46
..............................................................24 ...... Black-Str Pc Ni ...................384 ........597.50 .............$ 2,295.39
..............................................................39 ...... Black-Hfr Pc Ni ..................441 ........476.00 .............$ 2,098.06
..............................................................20 ...... Black-Hfr Pc Ni ..................378 ........527.50 .............$ 1,992.63
Wade & Laney Dungey, Aladdin WY ..21 ...... Black-Str Bt ........................562 ........436.00 .............$ 2,448.86
..............................................................21 ...... Blk/Bwf-Hfr Bt .....................517 ........440.00 .............$ 2,276.47
Jeffery & Sandra Shuck,  
Newcastle WY .....................................8 ........ Blk/Bwf-Hfr Pc Ni ...............447 ........467.50 .............$ 2,089.14
Helen Wellborn, Dillon MT ..................35 ...... Black-Str Pc .......................644 ........393.00 .............$ 2,530.92
Dan & Virginia Hill, Dillon MT ..............26 ...... Black-Str Pc .......................769 ........356.00 .............$ 2,737.77
Virginia  Hill, Dillon MT ........................15 ...... Black-Hfr Pc .......................680 ........350.00 .............$ 2,378.83
YEARLINGS ........................................................................................................................................................
William F Kennedy, Ekalaka MT .........60 ...... Black-Yrlng Str ...................869 ........356.50 .............$ 3,099.47
Iron Mountain Cattle,  
Belle Fourche SD ................................52 ...... Black-Yrlg Hfr ....................1000 .......293.50 .............$ 2,935.00
Roby Clyde, Pasco Wa .......................51 ...... Black-Yrlg Hfr .....................934 ........308.50 .............$ 2,882.35
..............................................................13 ...... Black-Yrlg Hfr .....................805 ........334.00 .............$ 2,689.98
Lazy Y Quarter Circle Llc,  
Aladdin WY ..........................................11 ....... Black-Yrlg Hfr .....................967 ........308.00 .............$ 2,979.20
Meyer Family Llp, Ekalaka MT ...........21 ...... Black-Yrlg Hfr .....................749 ........352.00 .............$ 2,635.80
Alan Lloyd, Otter MT ...........................10 ...... Black-Yrlg Hfr .....................975 ........293.00 .............$ 2,856.75
Jerry Vossler, Rozet WY .....................12 ...... Black-Yrlg Hfr .....................989 ........291.00 .............$ 2,878.47
WEIGH-UPS .........................................................................................................................................................
Terry & Deb Mcpherson,  
Piedmont SD .......................................15 ...... Blk/Bwf-Cow .....................1387 .......154.50 .............$ 2,142.40
..............................................................7 ........ Black-Hfr ...........................1096 .......247.50 .............$ 2,713.66
Owen Rumph, Biddle MT....................12 ...... Black-Cow .........................1399 .......153.50 .............$ 2,147.72
..............................................................19 ...... Black-Cow .........................1589 .......145.50 .............$ 2,312.68

**ATTENTION ON-LINE BUYERS**
ON-LINE BUYERS REGISTRATION MUST BE COMPLETED BY 

WEDNESDAY NOON PRIOR TO SALE DAY.

CATTLE USA
Sales broadcast live on www.cattleusa.com.

WEIGH-UP COW SPECIAL & FALL CLEAN UP 
LOOSE HORSE SALE

OCTOBER 9, 2026
WUPS @10AM MT & HORSES TO FOLLOW

..............................................................4 ........ Black-Hfrt ..........................1091 .......237.50 .............$ 2,591.71
Emmons Cattle Co, Olive MT .............7 ........ Blk/Bwf-Cow .....................1209 .......212.50 .............$ 2,569.73
..............................................................4 ........ Black-Cow .........................1495 .......147.00 .............$ 2,197.65
Marty Mcpherson, Piedmont SD ........10 ...... Blk/Bwf-Cow .....................1368 .......154.00 .............$ 2,106.72
Two Tone Cattle Co, Spearfish SD .....26 ...... Blk/Bwf-Cow .....................1476 .......151.50 .............$ 2,235.49
..............................................................6 ........ Blk/Bwf-Cow .....................1264 .......153.00 .............$ 1,934.17
..............................................................1 ........ Bwf-Cow ............................1215 .......202.50 .............$ 2,460.37
Michael Mcpherson, Box Elder SD ....7 ........ Blk/Bwf-Cow .....................1304 .......180.00 .............$ 2,346.42
..............................................................6 ........ Blk/Bwf-Cow .....................1233 .......173.00 .............$ 2,133.66
..............................................................8 ........ Blk/Bwf-Cow .....................1559 .......175.00 .............$ 2,727.81
Otto & Demarest Schlosser,  
Hulett WY .............................................1 ........ Black-Cow .........................1055 .......242.50 .............$ 2,558.37
..............................................................1 ........ Black-Cow .........................1065 .......227.50 .............$ 2,422.87
..............................................................3 ........ Black-Cow .........................1405 .......151.00 .............$ 2,121.55
Ry O’connor, Plevna MT .....................4 ........ Blk/Bwf-Hfrt .......................1030 .......245.00 .............$ 2,523.50
Fidelity Services Llc, Buffalo WY ........6 ........ Black-Cow .........................1392 .......153.00 .............$ 2,129.25
..............................................................21 ...... Black-Hfrt ..........................1076 .......257.50 .............$ 2,770.57
..............................................................12 ...... Black-Cow .........................1365 .......151.50 .............$ 2,068.60
..............................................................2 ........ Black-Cow .........................1245 .......158.00 .............$ 1,967.10
J-Six Enterprises, Seneca KS ............12 ...... Black-Cow .........................1351 .......153.50 .............$ 2,073.52
..............................................................13 ...... Bk/Rd/Ch-Cow ..................1122 .......217.50 .............$ 2,441.01
..............................................................3 ........ Black-Cow .........................1058 .......195.00 .............$ 2,063.75
..............................................................5 ........ Black-Cow .........................1201 .......152.00 .............$ 1,825.52
BULLS ..................................................................................................................................................................
Alan L Or Judy Morris, Rapid City SD 1 ........ Herf-Bull ............................2345 .......195.00 .............$ 4,572.75
Leroy Curren, Aladdin WY ..................1 ........ Red-Bull Df ........................1905 .......219.00 .............$ 4,171.95
Will Meyer, Reva SD ...........................1 ........ Herf-Bull Df........................2025 .......200.00 .............$ 4,050.00
Steve Or Romona Hight, Buffalo SD ..1 ........ Black-Bull Df .....................1865 .......213.00 .............$ 3,972.45
Otto Or Demarest Schlosser,  
Hulett WY .............................................1 ........ Black-Bull Df .....................1980 .......200.00 .............$ 3,960.00

SPRING CALF SPECIAL
OCTOBER 8, 2026

YEARLINGS @ 10AM MT, & CALVES TO FOLLOW
CALVES

MCDONALD RANCH -WY
500 BLK MXD CLVS
500-600#, BT,PC,NI

JD STATHAM RANCHES -MT
250 BLK MXD CLVS

425-525#, BT,PC, KNIFE CUT
CATHEY RANCH-MT

200 BLK STR CLVS
550#, PC, NI, POURED

CORY PETERSON -WY
170 BLK MXD CLVS, 490-530#
BT,PC, MINERAL PROGRAM, 

NO HFRS KEPT
KAYLEE JONES -WY
150 MXD HERF CLVS

450-550#, BT
PERINO RANCH -WY

150 BLK/CHAR STR CLVS
500-600#, BT,PC,NI

IVN CATTLE CO -WY
130 BLK MXD CLVS
550-650#, BT,PC,NI

DAVE & LYNETTE DONAHEY -MT
120 BLK MXD CLVS

400-500#, BT,PC,NI,POURED
MATT KAREN & JAKE DISNEY -WY

120 RED MXD CLVS
500-550#, BT,PC, NI, KNIFE CUT

EVERTT KRAFT-WY
110 BLK MXD CLVS

500-575#, BT,PC, NO BRANDS
ENNEN & ANSTINE -SD

100 BLK MXD CLVS
600-625#, BT,PC,NI

CLINTON & AMY JONES -WY
100 SHORT HORN INFLUENCED

450-550#, BT
WICKWIRE LIVESTOCK -WY

95 RED STR CLVS
550-600#, BT,PC,NI

TYLER MEDEARIS -MT
95 BLK MXD CLVS

540#, BT,PC,NI,POURED
SPARKS HEREFORDS -MT

85 BLK/RED STR CLVS
525#, BT,PC,KNIFE CUT

CHAD & TROY HARRINGTON -MT
80 BLK MXD CLVS
500-525#, BT,PC,NI

DAN PATTON -WY
80 BLK MXD CLVS
500-600#, BT,PC,NI

CURREN RANCH -WY
80 RED STR CLVS

400-500#, BT,PC,NI,POURED
DARRELL GROTH -WY

75 BLK MXD CLVS
450-500#, BT,PC,NI,POURED
JIM DARLINGTON -WY

70 MXD COLOR/HERF CLVS
500-525#, BT,PC

RANDY ROSSMAN -WY
68 BLK MXD CLVS
550-600#, BT,PC

BROCK BURRIS -WY
60 BLK/BWF MXD CLVS

500-600#, BT
WARREN CRAWFORD-WY

60 BLK HFR CLVS
425-450#, BT,PC

JULIE GINSBACH -SD
50 BLK/RED MXD CLVS

350-550#, BT,PC
LACY SCHNEIDER -SD

50 BLK MXD CLVS
500-550#, BT,PC

BRETT & MELANIE CROWSER -SD
50 BL MXD CLVS

500-550#, BT,PC,POURED
DUANE & CHASE TALCOTT -MT

45 BLK MXD CLVS
450-525#, BT,PC,NI

QUINN BURLEY -MT
40 BLK MXD CLVS

500-550#, PC,NI,NO HFRS KEPT
MILL IRON 4 LIVESTOCK -WY

35 BLK/BWF MXD CLVS
500-550#, BT,PC,NI,POURED
JE RANCH -ED & KATHY 

MERRILL -WY
27 BLK MXD CLVS

600#, BT,PC, NI, POURED
ANDREW HAYMAN -WY

12 BLK MXD CLVS, 500-550#
BT,PC,MINERAL PROGRAM

MATT & CASSIE HAYMAN -WY
7 BLK MXD CLVS, 500-550#
BT,PC,MINERAL PROGRAM 

Wells Plumbing & Supplies 

8-5 Monday-Friday
8-12 Saturday
Closed Sunday 605-892-2613 | 1700 5th Avenue

Hastings Livestock Poly & 
Galvenized Water Tanks in Stock

WEATHER HAT CO.
Custom and Handcrafted Hats

EST. 1912

Jack Scholl
Craftsman

(605) 645 - 1654
519 Grant St. Belle Fourche
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highmarkfcu.com
605.892.4631

You Have Big Plans For  A New Home. 
We Will Make It Happen.

* APR= Current Annual Percentage Rate may change due to loan fees. Rates subject to change without notice. Members with existing vehicle 
loans qualify for bundling discount. Rate increase to 5.24% APR with no bundled loan.  **Mortgage loans are subject to credit approval. 
Membership eligibility is required. A variety of rates and terms are available. Contact us for current rates. Highmark Credit Union is federally 
insured by the NCUA. 
NMLS #416700

Bundle & Save Money With Our  
Construction Loan Special
• Special 4.99% APR* available now (with qualified

vehicle/personal loan)
• Interest-only payments during the construction phase
• Quick,	local	decisions	from	people	who	live	here	too
• Excellent	personal	service	from	start	to	finish

Apply online, call, stop by or chat with a member of our Mortgage Team. Or, apply 
for your Construction Loan online at 
hhttttppss::////wwwwww..hhiigghhmmaarrkkffccuu..ccoomm//ppeerrssoonnaall//bboorrrrooww//mmoorrttggaaggee--llooaannss

Home Const Belle Fourche 4x6.indd   1Home Const Belle Fourche 4x6.indd   1 3/23/2026  
11:47 AM



By John Newby

Tourism Keeps Our Hometown Ours

Wed. October 7, 2026Belle Fourche Beacon C-3

   The Dakota Scout, a journal of South Dakota politics, government and culture that features journalism 
from veteran reporters Jonathan Ellis and Joe Sneve. Newsletters can be sent directly to your inbox and 
you can receive the state’s top political podcast - The Scouting Report.  Look it up today.
  

Jonathan Ellis & Joe Sneve

     The Dakota Scout is a South Dakota owned, sourced and printed independent operation co-founded by Ellis and Sneve. Together, they 
have more than 30 years of combined experience in South Dakota journalism that have earned them reputations as dogged reporters who’ve 
not lost touch with their neighbors’ sensibilities. Be in the Know!
   Stay on top of what’s happening at the state Capitol in Pierre and around the state with breaking news, investigative reporting and a constant 
drumbeat of information about the world around you.          www.thedakotascout.com  • www.facebook.com/TheDakotaScout 

Church; Newby

A few years ago, I came 
across this study which in-
cluded this: “The Destina-
tion Management Cycle,” 
created by Maura Gast of 
the Irving, Texas Conven-
tion and Visitors Bureau. 
It states: “If you build 
a place where people want to 
live, you’ll build a place where 
people want to work. If you build 
a place where people want to 
work, you’ll build a place where 
business needs to be. If you build 
a place where business has to 
be, you’ll build a place where 
people must visit. If you build a 
place people want to visit, you 
build a place where people want 
to live.”

I love this because it describes 
a circle. There is no starting line 
and no finish line. A community 
either keeps that wheel turning 
or it slowly grinds to a halt. We 
have all driven through towns 
where it stopped. The storefronts 
sit empty, the school has consol-
idated, and the young people left 
for somewhere else and never 
came back.

I want to speak to those who 
love their hometown just the 
way it is. When some folks hear 
the word tourism, they picture 
traffic, strangers, higher prices, 
and outsiders telling us how to 
live. They worry the place they 
grew up will be traded away for 
something they no longer recog-
nize. That concern comes from a 
good place. It comes from love.

Here is a hard truth. Standing 
still is not a viable option. A 
town is either growing or it is 
shrinking, and shrinking is not 
the same as staying the same. 
Shrinking means fewer custom-
ers at your retail store, fewer 
families in church pews, fewer 
volunteers at the fire depart-
ment, and fewer reasons for our 

have to pay because someone 
from somewhere else enjoyed 
a weekend with us. They spend 
their money and then go home.

Local businesses struggle to 
survive on residential spending 
alone. For many, visitors are the 
difference between operating 
in the red or the black. Every 
dollar a visitor spends at a 
locally owned shop gets spent 
again with the plumber, the 
mechanic, and the kid mowing 
lawns down the street. When 
that circle turns, everyone 
benefits, including those who 
never wanted visitors in the first 
place.

None of this requires us to 
become something we are not. 
Communities doing tourism 
best are those that know exactly 
who they are and refuse to apol-
ogize for it. They build around 
their character, not someone 
else’s blueprint. They welcome 
guests the same way we have 
always welcomed company on 
the front porch: with pride, a 
good meal, and an invitation to 
come back.

Those who already see the 
value need to make the case 
with patience, not frustra-
tion. Those who are skeptical 
deserve to be heard. Resistance 
is really a fear of loss, the best 
answer to that fear is showing 
people everything they stand to 
keep.

Here is a challenge, sit down 
with someone in your com-
munity who sees growth and 
tourism differently than you 
do. Buy them a cup of coffee 
and listen. Then share what you 
hope your town looks like for 
your grandchildren. 

John A. Newby, a Chamber 
CEO, Publisher & Media Exec-
utive, Business Owner, Consul-
tant & International Speaker 
is the author of the “Building 
Main Street, Not Wall Street” 
a column dedicated to helping 
local businesses & communi-
ties build stronger foundations 
allowing them to thrive in a 
world where local is lost to 
Wall Street interests. His email 
is john@truly-local.org

grandchildren to stay. In 
the last census decade, 
24 states saw rural areas 
lose population. They are 
classmates, cousins, and 
neighbors who moved 
away chasing better oppor-
tunity.

In many places, change is 
already headed our way wheth-
er we invite it or not. Many 
rural communities are watching 
growth creep outward from a 
booming region just down the 
road. 

That growth can feel like a 
threat, others view it a chance 
and opportunity. The question is 
not whether change comes, that 
is the only certainty. The real 
question is whether we shape it 
with our own hands and our own 
values or let someone else shape 
it for us.

This is where tourism earns its 
keep. Visitors do not travel to see 
what they can find at home. They 
come for what is real and what 
is ours: the river, the history, 
the farm stands, the music and 
events, the Friday night ball-
game, the stories the old timers 
tell. 

When managed correctly, tour-
ism need not erase the old ways 
that are worth keeping. It pays 
to preserve them. It gives the 
historic building a reason to be 
restored, the hometown festival 
a reason to keep going, and the 
family diner enough customers 
to survive a slow winter.

Tourism can also lighten the 
financial load on those of us who 
live here. The taxes visitors leave 
behind help pave our roads and 
fund our services. Nationally, 
travel generated nearly $89 
billion in state and local taxes 
in 2025, saving the average 
household about $1,273. That 
is money our neighbors did not 

“Building Main Street, not Wall Street”

BLACK HILLS GOSPEL ASSEMBLY
1/2 Mile east on Hwy 34

210-1374
Kenny Riley, pastor

Sunday: 1 p.m.
Friday: 7:30 p.m.

CHRISTIAN LIFE CENTER
2020 Vista St

892-4767
Dan Carlson, Pastor
Paul Howard, Pastor
Sunday Schedule:

Long Term Care Service 8:45 a.m.
Sunday School: All ages 9:30 a.m.

Fellowship Hour: 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship Service: 10:30 a.m.

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST
OF LATTER DAY SAINTS

1105 Todd St.
 Rick McCartney, Bishop

Sunday: 10 a.m. Sacrament Meeting
Sunday School:

1st & 3rd Sundays, 11 a.m.
Priesthood Meeting, Relief Society,

Young Men and Young Women:
11 a.m. 2nd & 4th Sundays

CONNECTION CHURCH (SBC)
613 Sixth ave., Belle Fourche

(605)-210-2150
Pastor Stephen Carson

Worship Pastor Ashton Rone
Sunday Worship: 8:30 or 10:15 am

EMMANUEL BAPTIST
10913 Sourdough Road

Belle Fourche, SD 
Andy Anderson, Pastor

9am Sunday School 
10am Sunday Morning Worship

Men’s Bible Study 10am Wednesday
Women’s Bible Study Tuesday 9am.
Friday Evening Celebrate Recovery 

6:30PM
website: ebcbf.org

FIRST BAPTIST
807 8th Ave. 892-4178

Pastor Tim Smith
Sunday: Sunday School - 9:15am

Morning Worship - 10:30am
Wednesday: Salt and Light Youth - 

Kindergarten -12th grade
5:00pm Soup & Sandwich

5:30pm - Salt and Light

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL UCC
892-3402

www.bfsoucc.org
717 Jackson St. Sunday:
9:35 a.m. Sunday School

10 a.m. Worship

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
901 Laurel St. Whitewood

(605)-920-1959
Reverand Jill Jennewein
Sunday: 9 a.m. Worship

10:30 a.m. Adult & Teen Bible Study

Area Church Schedules
10:30 a.m. Children’s Sunday School
GLOBAL METHODIST CHURCH

Pastor Sheri Fadley
1804 7th Ave. Belle Fourche

605-892-2405
Worship: Sunday 10:30 am - FB Live

Sunday School 9:30 am
Small Groups & Studies

schedule online at
www.bellefourchegmc.com

LANDMARK MISSIONARY
BAPTIST CHURCH

(ABA) · 2.2 miles east on Hwy 34
723-1092

Sunday: 10 a.m. worship service

NEW COVENANT PCA
1120 North Fifth Street, Spearfish

 642-1122
Luke Bluhm, Pastor

Sunday: 10 a.m. Worship Service

NEWELL CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP CHURCH

308 4th Street, Newell SD, 57760
605-456-2544

Sunday Worship Service: 10:00am

NISLAND INDEPENDENT
COMMUNITY CHURCH

On Hwy 212 in Nisland
(605) 257-2356

Sunday School: 9:30 a.m.
Worship: 10:45 a.m.

NORTHERN HILLS
CHURCH OF CHRIST

5 miles South of Belle Fourche
on Hwy 85
642-7167

Calvin Chapman - Int. Minister
Sunday: 9:30 a.m. Bible Class
10:30 a.m. Praise & Worship

Wednesday: 6:30 p.m. Bible Class

NORTH POINT CHRISTIAN
CHURCH

10959 Kellem Lane, Spearfish
3 Sun. Services: 8, 9:30 & 11am

PRAIRIE HOME CHURCH
1701 Hwy 212, Newell

Sunday School: 10 a.m.
Worship: 11 a.m.

RANGELAND MINISTRIES
CHURCH
Alzada, MT

Sunday: Worship: 10:00am
Mark Leverington, Lay Pastor

RED WATER CHURCH OF CHRIST
Belle Fourche Rec Center

Sun: 9:30-12:30.
Contact: Nathan Thompson

605 569-3057
Sermons: fightintheshade

SALVATION ARMY OF THE
NORTHERN HILLS

120 Ryan Rd., Spearfish
605-642-0924

Envoys: Tim and Peggy North
Sunday: 9:45 a.m.

Sunday School: 11 a.m.
Worship Nursery available

Wednesday: 6:30 p.m.,
Learning and Discovery Study

SPEARFISH ADVENTIST® CHURCH
290 W Highway 14

Pastor Darren Purdy and
Pastor Marveen Gentillon

Join Us This Saturday
Morning Prayer:    9:00am
Sabbath School:   9:30am
Worship Service:  10:45am

Bible Study-Tuesday:  6:00pm

SPEARFISH UNITED CHURCH OF 
CHRIST (CONGREGATIONAL)

920 N Main Street, Spearfish
Sunday Service 10 a.m. in person

and on Facebook.
Pastor Randy Hedge

605-642-8253

ST. JAMES EPISCOPAL
6th and Roundup

892-2446
The Rev. Evelyn Weaver

The Rev. Sandy Williams, Priests Deacon 
Rev. Mike Weaver

Sunday: 10 a.m. Holy Eucharist   

ST. JAMES LUTHERAN
1100 Stanley Street

Open for in-house worship
Sunday Worship 10:AM with coffee 

fellowship following the service.
 Watch live-streamed services:

www.sjlcbellefourche.org
Wednesday at 5:55 PM during

the school year.
Watch our Sunday service

live on Facebook.

ST. ONGE UNITED
CHURCH OF CHRIST

Sunday School and Worship
at 8:30 a.m.

www.bfsoucc.org

ST. PAUL CATHOLIC CHURCH
855 5th Ave.

Father Kevin Achbach, Pastor
Father Max Vetch, Pastor

 Mass Times:
Sunday Mass: 9:00 a.m.

Daily Mass: Tues. & Thurs. 12:15 p.m.
Confessions available one hour

before all Masses

SUMMIT OPEN BIBLE
FELLOWSHIP

Seventh and Summit
892-4630 or 892-4389

Pastor Rick and Diane Brennan
Sunday: 10 a.m. Worship

Kidz Church Immediately Following
Wednesday: September - May

6:30 p.m. Adult Bible Study
Kidz Alive (Kindergarten - 6th Grade)

VALE COMMUNITY COUNTRY
CHURCH

Pastor Darla Dunn
402 Rosander St. Vale SD 57788

Service Sunday: 10 a.m.
605-210-0512  

RANDY’S TIRE & LUBE
420 5TH AVE. • BELLE FOURCHE, SD 57717

Sponsored by:

(605) 892-6331 www.randystireandlube.com

Lorem ipsum

• Sprinkler Turn Ons,
Blowouts, Repair and Installs

• Mowing • Spraying
• Small Landscaping

• Snow Removal and More

ggtlawnservice@yahoo.com
P.O. Box 327, Belle Fourche, SD

Office  605-723-1899

Serving Belle Fourche and the surrounding area for over 15 years.

IRRIGATION PROS

SPRINKLER SYSTEMS
AND LANDSCAPING

Fast, Friendly Service!
DOUGLAS PETRE

605.580.1807

FREE ESTIMATES
•Sprinkler Systems
   Installation &
   Maintainence
•Landscaping
•Retaining Walls 

PO Box 721
Belle Fourche SD, 57717

DirtWorks@norcell.us

BUY 1/3 LB 
GET 1/3 LB FREE!

In-person 
only

One coupon 
per 

customer

Good thru 
9/15/26 

CHOCOLATE
COUPON

Only at

Tue, Wed, Fri 9-3 • Thurs 9-5 • Sat 9-4
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Letter to the Editor:

Contd. C5  Butte County Commission

Wells Plumbing & Supplies 

8-5 Monday-Friday
8-12 Saturday
Closed Sunday 605-892-2613 | 1700 5th Avenue

Hastings Livestock Poly & 
Galvenized Water Tanks in Stock

Capitol News
Karen Odell

We are 
searching for 
an individual 
who would like 
to pick up the 
mantle and 
report Capitol 
News.  

Karen is looking to retire 
from those duties but hopes 
someone will continue putting 
together whaat the community 
is doing throughout the weeks.

Anyone interested can email 
the Beacon at news@bellefour-
chebeacon.com.

Send attention Capitol News

 Central Meade County News
By Sandy Rhoden October 4, 2026

We have been 
blessed with near 
perfect weather 
these past two 
weekends. The 
forecast looks good 
for this week and 
then it appears that 

fall will be presenting itself more 
all the time. 

Several from the area enjoyed 
a banquet dinner at the SDFRW’s 
state convention banquet on 
Saturday night in Spearfish. One 
of the features of the evening was 
honoring Dan Rhoden, a Viet-

nam veteran. He received a quilt 
as they read his bo &  history of 
his service in Vietnam. Family 
members of his including Larry 
Rhoden and Lorie Hausmann, 
sons Stacey and Wes, as well as 
wife Kathy joined him on stage 
to drape him in a beautiful quilt 
made by the organization who 
honors veterans.  

The main speaker of the night 
was Holly Hoffman, who does 
inspirational speaking all across 
the country. She was a South 
Dakota lady who was on the re-
ality show Survivor and was the 

WEATHER HAT CO.
Custom and Handcrafted Hats

EST. 1912

Jack Scholl
Craftsman

(605) 645 - 1654
519 Grant St. Belle Fourche

last woman standing and the 
third from the end to get voted 
off. Joining Larry Rhoden’s 
table that night were Casey and 
Francie Brink. 

In attendance was also Bill 
Meirose, Gary and Amy Cam-
mack, Deb and Leo Schnell, 
Lana Anderson, and others 
from the area.

This past Sunday was potluck 
Sunday at the community 
Baptist Church. This always 
happens on the first Sunday of 
the month. Edna Smith and 
her friend came out for services 
as well as dinner afterwards.  
Later that afternoon, Larry and 
Sandy Rhoden and families 
got together at Cody and Liz 

Rhoden’s home.   
It was a beautiful day for all the 

grandkids to be outside playing 
and having a good time as well as 
the adults enjoying a good visit 
out in the yard while enjoying a 
meal together.

This Thursday will be a Round 
Up Rurel Neighbors week. There 
will be a meal served at noon 
and some special things shared. 
This will happen at the fellowship 
room at the community Baptist 
Church in Union Center.

There will be a men’s coffee and 
rolls this Saturday at the commu-
nity Baptist Church. They like to 
take advantage of buying fresh 
baked rolls from the local coffee 
shop.

Good Shepherd Free Clinic provides quality medical and emergency 
dental care to financially eligible northern Black Hills residents, ages 
19-64. Medical services will be available at Shepherd of the Hills 
Lutheran Church in Lead. Enter the church through the Julius Street 
parking lot (below 825 W. Main Street).

For more information contact:
Phone: 605-717-2080
Email: gsfreeclinic@gmail.com
Website: www.gsfreeclinic.org

Good Shepherd Free Clinic-Spearfish is open Monday nights at 
1020 State Street for medical and emergency dental services.

Located at Our Savior’s Lutheran Church 
  |   1020 State Street – Spearfish, SD

MONDAY NIGHTS – SPEARFISH, SD

2nd / 4th THURSDAYS – LEAD, SD

Located at Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran Church   
       |   825 W. Main Street – Lead, SD

by DeAnn (Wolkow) 
Kruempel

PRESSED BETWEEN THE PAGES #54
Remembering When the Rains Stopped

We should 
never 
complain 
about the 
rain. If you 
grew up in 
the thirties, 
you’d know 
why.” Our 
father 

reminded us whenever rain 
interfered with our plans or 
made life difficult.

	 One particular 
spring, Dad’s resolve was 
tested to the limit. April 
showers drenched the black 
dirt, but held off to allow 
planting. Thunderstorms 
rolled across the South 
Dakota plains, dumping 
several inches at a time. The 
corn grew. The second it 
was dry enough Dad had the 
cultivator running between 

the rows. He took pride in 
his fields and especially loved 
seeing perfect corn rows, 
free from flaws like weeds. 
Each day the corn grew taller 
to the point where it would 
soon be too big to cultivate. 
Dad, more than his sons, 
tended to push his luck in the 
low spots.

	 On a sunny June 
afternoon, I spotted a figure 
walking home through the 
pasture. I rushed into the 
house.

“Mom, Dad’s walking 
home!”

	 Her shoulders 
slumped. She shook her head. 
“He must be stuck again.” 
She dried her hands on her 
apron and hurried to step 
into her 4-buckle overshoes. 
She grabbed her long-sleeved 
shirt and straw hat and met 

her husband at the gate.
	 “I need you to pull 

me out.” The man trudged to 
the Quonset, soon to return 
with the 520 John Deere. 
Mom climbed up on the seat. 
Her feet rested on the chain 
they would need for pulling. 
She stared at the chain and 
said a silent prayer. Not long 
ago the news flashed a story 
of a farmer who was killed 
when the chain snapped in 
an attempt to pull a stuck 
vehicle.

	 Our mother had 
worked alongside her 
farmer-husband for more 
than 20 years without 
complaining, but having to 
rescue him from the mud 
three times in one week 
sorely tested her patience. 
“Maybe you should learn a 
lesson one of these times?”

	 Now Dad did not 
put up with sass from his 
children (except maybe from 
the youngest, most spoiled).  
Mom seldom questioned 
his judgement, nor did she 
complain about work. So, 
when Dad heard her rebuff, 
his hazel eyes twinkled at 
his loyal farm wife. She was 
right.

	 A couple days ago, 
she had pulled him out 
with no problem, but last 
week he had gotten in so 
deep and they just couldn’t 
coordinate the pulling. They 
had to wait for Delmer and 
Donald to come home. It 
was a job Mom detested. 
She had to look back, listen 
for instructions, ease in the 
clutch and slowly push the 
gas lever forward, almost all 
at the same time. She wasn’t 
good at it, she felt. But she 
would do everything she 
could to help.

	 Dad hooked the 

chain around the front end 
of the stuck 730 and onto 
the clevis on the drawbar of 
Mom’s tractor. Mom pulled 
forward slowly to tighten the 
chain. She waited, knowing 
the importance of pulling 
together. It took a couple tries 
and a reset, to move where 
her tire did not spin. Finally, 
Dad’s tractor crept forward 
out of the mud.

	 In the 1930s drought 
devastated South Dakota. Year 
after year little rain fell. Crops 
dried up. There was no grass 
or food for livestock. Winds 
stripped the topsoil, triggering 
dust storms. In that decade, 
South Dakota lost nearly 
11,000 farms.

	 That is why Dad never 
complained about the rain. 
Mom didn’t either.

Kruempel’s ten published 
books are available on 
Amazon.  Contact Kruempel at 
deannkruempelauthor@gmail.
com.



Wed. October 7, 2026Belle Fourche Beacon C-5

Cindy Riley 4-H Leader Extraordinaire

        Cindy Riley

     The Dakota Scout is a South Dakota owned, sourced and printed independent operation co-founded by Ellis and Sneve. Together, they 
have more than 30 years of combined experience in South Dakota journalism that have earned them reputations as dogged reporters who’ve 
not lost touch with their neighbors’ sensibilities. Be in the Know!

   Stay on top of what’s happening at the state Capitol in Pierre and around the state with breaking news, investigative reporting and a con-
stant drumbeat of information about the world around you.          www.thedakotascout.com  • www.facebook.com/TheDakotaScout Jonathan Ellis & Joe Sneve 

Roots

 So, I’ve been 
reflecting. 

 The Roots 
Grow Deep 
and Strong 
column has 
a history: its 
archives now 
include nearly 

80 commentaries published over 
three years. 

A pattern of themes has 
emerged, somewhat neatly.

The commentaries are about 
local people, past and present, 
singular events, literature, travel, 
education, seasonal reflections, 
South Dakota childhood 
memories, local and regional 
history, but never the weather. 

  There is always plenty to say 
about the ‘roots’ of a community, 
region, nation, family, or an 
individual.   

  Always, there is something 
new to celebrate or to learn. 

  Last week, for example, I 

Roots #79

enjoyed sharing what I learned 
about Charlotte Koopman, the 
70-year proprietor of Bob’s Café 
in Belle Fourche. 

  Unfortunately, the heading 
should have been, “Charlotte 
Kooper’s Lasting Legacy” not 
“Celebrating Censorship”.  My 
apologies Charlotte, for the 
unfortunate oversight. I really 
enjoyed sharing the span and 
depth of Charlotte’s contributions 
to society, and the community. 

 This week I had the 
opportunity to visit with Cindy 
Riley, whose ten-year tenure as 
director of the combined Butte/
Lawrence County 4-H Extension 
Clubs will soon come to a 
satisfying close. Her appointment 
began on July 25, 2016. 

  Coincidentally, October 5-11 
is National 4-H week. For more 
than 100 years, 4 H has been 
an important pillar of education 
and community involvement 
for American youth.  The 4-H’s 
stand for head, heart, hands and 
health.  

 Cindy described her role as 
4-H Director, “I love to meet 
new people, so this job is great 
for that.” Cindy thrives on 
meeting the public and helping 
people with information they 
need for both outdoor and indoor 
household projects.  

 The Butte Lawrence County 
Extension office offers an 
impressive range of information. 
“It seems that everyone thinks 
the Extension office is the place 
to find out everything.” Cindy 

policy changes.  
Management of online 

registration access is one of the 
technologies that has changed 
how things are done. Registration 
for the fair and registering 
the animals is all online that 
is perhaps quicker and more 
efficient, but still needs to me 
managed.

  The 4-H organization has 
served as a pillar in Cindy’s life. 
“My great-grandfather and my 
grandparents were on the fair 
board.” 

 Cindy’s 4-H career began at 
the age or 8 or 9, she reflected. “I 
was a member of the Newellettes 
4-H Club. In those days we only 
did static exhibits.” A static 
exhibit is a traditional display 
that does not move such as art 
and sewing projects or anything 
that might be grouped, displayed, 
and judged in one of the fair 
buildings. 

  There was no livestock 
shown in those days. 

  However, Cindy reminisced 
about her first year in 4-H.  “I 
learned to sew that year. My 
mom taught my sister and me. 
She also taught my friend Dawn. 
Mom was a perfectionist! We 
quickly learned the term, “not 
fair quality”.

       Cindy has had a sundry 
and interesting career history all 
of which seems to have prepared 
her for 4-H directorship. She 
started working in Belle Fourche 
as a cosmetologist in 1979.  She 
spent a few years staying home 
with her children.  Then in 2003 
she started substitute teaching 
in the Spearfish Schools. In 

2004 she was hired as a pre-
school/Kindergarten Special 
Ed classroom paraprofessional. 
Cindy loved the job and later 
worked as paraprofessional at 
North Park in Belle Fourche. 

  One of the joys of being the 
4-H director is seeing how the 
members accomplish their goals. 
“They are proud of their projects 
and the look on their face tells 
the whole story.” 

Cindy looks forward to 
retirement. First and foremost 
is that an 8th Grandchild 
in expected in November. 
The arrival involves a trip to 
Wisconsin and potentially a 
somewhat extended stay. 

  Cindy loves to sew, knit, 
and crochet. She explained that 
a substantial stash of crafting 
supplies is waiting for her. 
Recently, Cindy has spent time 
learning about Ancient Grains 
and how they might be cultivated 
on the family farm. She will have 
plenty to keep her busy. Thank 
you for your service Cindy and 
Happy National 4-H week! 

Meg English
news@bellefourchebeacon.com

noted with certainty. 
  “I feel that this position has 

been a boost to honing skills that 
I didn’t know that I had.” For ten 
years Cindy has helped everyone 
who calls or who comes through 
the door with whatever they 
needed to know. She has assisted 
many people obtain pesticide 
certifications. She has helped 
people find specialists for their 
questions about livestock, 
agronomy, pest control, and land 
rent to name a few. She has also 
helped people choose a 4-H club 
and suggested projects for them. 

  Cindy described the evolution 
of changes that have occurred 
during her directorship. “The 
traditional County Agent is a 
thing of the past. 

We now have specialists not 
county agents.” These experts 
are housed in various locations 
in South Dakota. “Our nearest 
regional office is in Rapid City.  
We also depend on the specialist 
in Lemmon SD.” Cindy 
explained. The administrative 
hub of State Extension Services 
is located at South Dakota State 
University in Brookings. 

 “There have been many 
changes with 4-H personnel at 
the state level. The director’s 
position has changed several 
times since I have been here.” 

 The world of information 
today moves quickly and 
changes with dizzying speed. 
Additionally, Cindy explained 
that each new director brings 

SUNDAY, 
OCT 4TH • 2:00 PM

Gospel Concert
Orion & Stacey Potter
With special guests Tanner 

& Bailey Johns
DONATION AT THE DOOR

825 Heritage Dr., Spearfish, South Dakota
642-WEST (9378) • www.westernheritagecenter.com • info@westernheritagecenter.com

OCTOBEROCTOBER
The High Plains Western Heritage Center 

SUNDAY, 
OCT 25TH • 2:00 PM

Lakota History & Culture
Presented by JJ Kent

Includes Tipi Exhibit & 
Native American Flute Concert

$20 RESERVED SEATING
$15 AT THE DOOR

SUNDAY, 
OCT 11TH • 2:00 PM
Our South Dakota: 

An Anthrology of Verse
Presented by SD Poet 

Laureate Bruce Roseland
FREE EVENT

EventsEvents

Events
Sponsored By:



Wed. October 7, 2026Belle Fourche Beacon C-6

SUBSCRIBE  TO  THE   BEACON  
$52/ Year

Go  Online  or  Send  us Your  Request
PO Box 576   Belle Fourche,  SD 57717

www.bellefourchebeacon.com

Your Support is appreciated!

Beacon

                                       Belle Fourche Writers
Belle Fourche Writers June meeting schedule: The regular September meeting is Monday October 5 from 2-4 

PM and Saturday October 17 from 10 AM to Noon.  All writers are invited to attend! Meetings are held at the 
Belle Fourche Public Library.

                                    Belle Fourche Recreation Center
Notes from Belle Fourche Rec Center Aquatics Manager: As always, please reach out of you have any 

questions, comments, or concerns! My email is listed below as well as the Rec Center front desk number col-
lin@bellefourche.org 605-892-2467

   				    Classes
Water-walking - This class is held every Monday, Wednesday, and Friday from 7:30 - 8:15 am. This class 

involves walking in waist-deep to chest-deep water. Water resistance provides a low-impact, full-body workout 
that strengthens the core while also improving cardiovascular health.

Silver Splash - This class is held every Tuesday and Thursday from 11:30 - 12:15 pm. 
Silver Splash is part of our Silver Sneakers program. It involves a series of low-impact workouts with spe-

cially designed Boogie Boards. This class is great for core strengthening and for cardiovascular health.
Aquafit - We will hold Aquafit every Monday and Wednesday night from 6:30 - 7:15 pm. This class is higher 

intensity than what we currently offer. The workouts all involve using either dumbbells or foam weights. The 
class is designed to target multiple different muscle groups while also strengthening your core. 605-892-2467  
bellefourcherec.com

                                                 Tri-State Museum
Tri-State holds “Bats!” Class on Saturday, October 10.
The Tri-State Museum and Visitor Center will hold a class for kids on bats, on Saturday, October 10. A class 

for kids in Pre-K-3rd grade will be from 10 a.m. to noon; a class for kids in 4th and up will be from 1 to 3 p.m.
There will be a video on the lives of bats and a chance to examine a small bat skeleton in the museum’s 

archives. There will then be crafts to make bat puppets.
The morning class will also include a fun gathering circle and songs. Kids in both classes will receive a take-

home workbook on bats.
Snacks will be provided at both classes – including some black licorice, for kids to try.
Admission is $2 per student or free with membership. Pre-registration is required; call 605-723-1200 or come 

into the museum at 415 Fifth Avenue in Belle Fourche. The classes will be taught by Programs Assistant Sheila 
Culhane.

Tri-State Museum holds October 18 Family Fun Day entitled “Monster Movies”
The Tri-State Museum and Visitor Center will hold a Sunday, October 18 from 2-4 p.m. Family Fun Day 

entitled “Monster Movies.”
The event will include a video about Universal Pictures which became famous for its classic monster movies 

and the surprising reason the studio turned to making these films. There will be a craft to make masks for the 
classic characters of Frankenstein, Bride of Frankenstein, Dracula, Wolfman, the Mummy, and the Creature 
from the Black Lagoon.

There will be a drawing for the book, “History of Monster Movies,” and there will also be take-home work-
books for all. Refreshments will be served, and those who attend can also visit the Haunted Spaulding Cabin. 
Families may wear costumes if they’d like to do so. 

Admission to the event is $2 per person or free with museum membership. Reservations are helpful; call 605-
723-1200.

The Tri-State Museum and Visitor Center is located at 415 Fifth Avenue in Belle Fourche.

Tri-State Museum will perform “Legend of Eerie Hollow” Pumpkinfest Day October 24th
The production is a reworking of Washington Irving’s classic “Legend of Sleepy Hollow,” moved to the 19th 

century western South Dakota.  The story of a schoolteacher come to town, ghost stories and a Headless Horse-
man is retained, but female roles are stronger and there is a greater element of mystery and the supernatural.

Performances will take place twice on Saturday, October 24th, during the 10th annual Pumpkinfest.
For more information, please call 605-723-1200.
Museum mini exhibit on postage stamps
The Tri-State Museum and Visitor Center in Belle Fourche will open a new mini exhibit entitled “History of 

Postage Stamps.”
The exhibit will include storyboards and photos, a free take-home workbook and a book to read and a touch-

screen quiz. A stamp enthusiast’s stamp collection will also be on display and a basket of loose stamps will be 
available for those who might want to pick one out for themselves.

The Tri-State Museum created some new exhibits and refreshed some older ones. The changes occur in the 
mercantile and a new “transportation” exhibit in the center of the museum.

In the mercantile, the case that has exhibited dolls features a new collection of 12 dolls from the museum’s 
extensive Millicent Henderson collection. These new dolls are from the 1940s-1980s and include a Madame 
Alexander doll, a Romanian doll and a distinctive burlap doll of Central American origin. Also, in the mercan-
tile is a mini “haberdashery,” filled with vintage men’s clothing and toiletries. “We’ve had a number of exhib-
its about women’s and children’s apparel, but nothing that focused on men,” said Collections Archivist Jada 
Udager. “We thought this was a chance to feature artifacts we’ve not featured before.”

Across the floor from mercantile is the museum’s collection of salt and pepper shakers. The museum has so 
many of these that the entire four-shelf case could be completely refreshed. Some of new novel shakers include 
a lock and key, loaves of bread – and a little green alien in a spaceship.  A new exhibit in the museum’s mid-sec-
tion is “Transportation: From Stagecoaches to Trains to Cars.” This exhibit includes images plus artifacts such 
as spokes for wagon wheels, a lady’s travel case, a miniature car and a vintage model stagecoach crossing a 
“path” with grass on either side of the roadway. There is also a brick roadway made of the few surviving bricks 
from Belle Fourche’s brick factory.

This exhibit also includes a basket with vintage postcards from places across the U.S. and abroad, which can 
be examined by visitors.

There is no admission charge to visit the Tri-State Museum and Visitor Center, located at 415 Fifth Ave.in  B. 
Fourche. For more information, call 605-723-1200 or visit the website at www.thetristatemuseum.com

The Tri-State Museum and Visitor Center is located at 415 Fifth Avenue in Belle Fourche.
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Call for Bids 

Butte County Highway Department declared this item surplus. 

The Board of Butte County Commissioners, Belle Fourche, South Dakota will receive 
sealed BIDS until 11:00 A.M. MST on Wednesday October 14, 2026. For a 2007 Peterbilt 
truck. 

Bids will be opened 9:35 AM on Thursday October 15, 2026 in the commission meeting at 
City Hall, 511 6th Ave, Belle Fourche SD. 

 

Open for sealed bids 

2007 Peterbilt truck 

Vin 1XP-5DB9X-8-7D674176 

Cat C-15 

18 speed 

70” Unibilt sleeper 

669,768 miles 

Truck does have a SD salvage title, it has been repaired and is in good running condition. 

The Board of Butte County Commissioners reserves the right to accept or reject any or all 
Bids:  To waive any informalities in the Bid received and to accept the Bid that is the the 
advantage of and in the best interest of Butte County. 

Truck can be seen at 11163 Valley 1 road, Belle Fourche SD.  For more information call 605-
892-4414 

The Belle Fourche School District in
collaboration with SD Birth to Three
and Badlands Prenatal to Five
Head Start Invites you to attend a
free community developmental
screening.

EARLY CHILDHOOD
SCREENING

Children ages Birth to Age 5 

North Park Elementary
Early Childhood room

Friday October 23rd 2026

PLEASE CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT

(605) 723-9139

FREE

12:30pm- 2:30pm
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Irrigator Pride Takes to the Streets

The Newell Ambulance bringing up the end of the parade. Longbrake photo

Gathering up candy!

Lance Putnam and Nila Charles with the Newell VFW Post 5807 Color Guard lead the way 
for the homecoming parade. Longbrake photo(s)

The Newell School kitchen staff showed Irrigator pride.

NEWELL—The homecoming 
parade was a festive event that 
the community embraced, with 
around 20 parade entries taking 
part in the celebration. The New-
ell School District invited local 
businesses to join in on the fun 
on October 2, adding even more 
color and community spirit to the 
annual tradition.

The Newell VFW Post 5807 
Color Guard kicked off the home-
coming parade, with Lance Put-
nam and Nila Charles leading the 
floats along the route.

Irrigator supporters lined both 
sides of Girard Avenue in down-

town Newell and cheered on the 
class floats as they went by. All of 
the grades in the Newell School 
District were represented, begin-
ning with the younger elementary 
students.

Class by class, floats decorat-
ed in nostalgic movie themes 
passed by. There were so many 
fun, creative entries, from the 
sixth grade with their Paw Patrol 
theme, Howling for a Victory, to 
the sophomore class with their 
Minions-themed float, One in a 
Minion, and plenty of variety in 
between. There were balloons, 
streamers, fringe and artistically 
decorated signs embellishing the 
floats. The unique displays were 

met with enthusiastic approval 
from the local crowd. 

Younger kids stood eagerly by 
waiting for a chance to gather up 
any candy being thrown out along 
the route. From suckers and bags 
of popcorn to candy bars and salt 
water taffy, all made their way 
from floats to kids’ hands. 

The parade brought an exciting 
week of homecoming happenings 
to an end for the school. A full 
slate of activities was held during 
the week. 2026 homecoming 
week started with a coronation 
ceremony Monday, September 28. 
The event began at 7 p.m. in Aus-
tin Auditorium with Kendra John-
son and Orrin Youngberg crowned 

Homecoming Queen and King.
Each day of the week had an 

accompanying dress-up theme be-
ginning with BBQ dad or soccer 
mom, followed by iconic duos or 
twins day and then class color day 
where each class in the school was 
assigned a color to wear for the 
day. The next day was assigned 
to construction or neon day with 
the last day of the week being all 
about school pride with the entire 
school wearing school colors ma-
roon and white.

A variety of school activities 
were held throughout the week. 
Activities included a dodgeball 
tournament and the tradition of 
street painting where the high 

school students gathered to leave 
their mark on the streets of New-
ell. A pep rally was held before 
the volleyball game with the tradi-
tional burning of the N following 
the game.

For the homecoming game, the 
Newell Irrigators took on the Wall 
Eagles in a girls volleyball game 
on Thursday, October 1. Newell 
lost in three sets 25-17, 25-19 and 
25-16.

The Neon Disco dance was 
held on Saturday, October 3 in the 
middle school gym and finished 
the weeklong celebration. The 
dance brought the 2026 home-
coming to an end until next year. 
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Grand River Roundup

cessation of the work on the 
Ruth Dam. No person in Newell 
has had a word to say or a 
thing to do with the work crews. 
Jacobsen does not have one 
iota of evidence to substantiate 
his charges.
September 26, 1946
    John and Alex Kindsfater 
and Jake Shimp of the Nisland 
community were in Newell the 
first part of the week setting 
up a Lindeman Beet Loader, 
which they purchased from the 
Newell Implement Company. 
On demonstration, the loader 
will load sugar beets faster, 
easier, cleaner and cheaper 
and can also load windrows of 
beet tops.
    The City of Newell began its 
campaign to increase vehicle 
parking facilities on the streets 
here by warning motorists who 
park incorrectly. Approximate-
ly 15 tags warning violators 
of incorrect were passed out 
by City Police Richard Scar-
brough in the first 4 hours of 
observation and violators were 
notified to appear before City 
Justice R. D. Long. No arrests 
were made but violators were 
warned by Justice Long that 
City Ordinance requires that all 
violations be reported and after 
an initial period of leniency, 
law officials will begin issuing 
citations.
    Howard Isaacson returned 
from Ft. Collins, Colorado, 
where is attending Colorado 
State College, to assist with fall 
work and visit at the parental E. 
P. Isaacson home. He plans to 
return to college again for the 
winter term.
October 4, 1956
    Mother’s Visiting Day was 
held at the Fairview School on 
Friday. Mrs. Frank Palmer’s pu-
pils square danced and recited 
poems to entertain their moth-
ers. Lunch was served at the 
close of the afternoon by room 
mothers Mrs. Harold Kosola 
and Mrs. Robert Donahey.
    The Newell Volunteer Fire 

September 28. 1916
    The Newell Bakery is 
shipping in bread this week, 
on account of a breakdown of 
the oven, but they expect to 
be running full blast in a short 
time.
    Misses Ethel Miller and Hel-
en Schloredt of Nisland came 
over for the big dance at the 
Experiment Farm on Satur-
day evening and due to the 
late hour, remained over until 
Sunday evening at the home of 
Mr. & Mrs. J. W. Price. Another 
big dance is scheduled for the 
Theotorium on Saturday 30th.
    The work of graveling the 
streets in town is now under-
way and we expect to have 
some fine roads in the near 
future.
    The old Northwestern Livery 
barn which was built in 1910 
and for many years headquar-
ters for stage on the Black Hills 
lines and used for livery pur-
poses ever since it was erected 
is now being torn down to 
make room for the erection of a 
concrete garage and the livery 
business has been abandoned 
completely. For many years the 
line had been supplying saddle 
horses with lodging and the 
old has to give way to the new 
method of traveling over the 
country.
September 30, 1926
    Old man winter made us 
a short preliminary visit last 
week, but we can not say he 
was very welcome. Much dam-
age was done, as many veg-
etables were still in gardens. 
The apple crop was frozen on 
the trees, and the pickle indus-
try was stopped.
    L. R. Chiesman was out to 
his sheep camp the forepart of 
the week. He cut out some of 
his sheep which he had sold 
to neighbor buyers and then 
trailed the rest of them from 
Castle Rock to the Newell 
yards.
    The Newell and Vale High 
School baseball teams played 

a game on the local diamond 
last Sunday. The Vale boys 
won by a score of 11 to 5. 
Some people are always taking 
the fun out of life; they serve 
pop in paper cups so you 
cannot throw the bottles at the 
umpires.
October 1, 1936
    Butte County has 10 new 
citizens; at Belle Fourche Court 
House, Judge James McNenny 
admitted 10 aliens into full citi-
zenship in the US. There were 
8 German Russians, 1 Fin-
lander and 1 Czechoslovakian. 
Admitted to citizenship were 
Mary and Jacob Herman Belle 
Fourche; John Kindsfater Jr, 
Henry Schaub Jr., George Ruff, 
Dave Schmidt and Alex Meyer 
all Nisland, Jacob Zwetzig 
Vale, Mike Lahe Newell and 
Nestor Kivimaki of Twilight. It is 
the largest class of aliens to be 
naturalized in Butte County for 
many years.
    The Newell High School 
Geology Class, along with 
instructor Mr. Johnson, left at 
8 in the morning, reached the 
Slim Buttes at 10:00 and ate 
lunch. After lunch they explored 
several buttes. Later at a ranch 
they visited a rock collection 
which was very interesting. 
An attempt to tour a coal mine 
was abandoned, on account 
of possible cave-ins. The party 
returned to Newell at dusk. 
Their next trip planned is to 
Devil’s Tower and formations 
and the drainage of rivers in 
that territory and if time permits 
stop at the brick yard in Belle 
Fourche.
    The Ruth Dam work stopped 
on Monday sponsored by the 
Soil Conservation Service on 
the Edna Ruth place north of 
Castle Rock. County Commis-
sioner Henry Jacobsen has 
seen fit to broadcast a personal 
attack upon certain Newell 
citizens, charging political inter-
ference with his plans for the 
Ruth Dam. General regret is 
expressed here because of the 

Department was called to the 
Don West home in the north 
part of town last Friday morning 
to help extinguish a smoldering 
fire in an electric dryer. The 
fire reported resulted from 
substantial accumulation of lint 
and was quickly extinguished. 
There was no damage, mem-
bers of the department ex-
pressed they were pleased to 
note, because the fire call was 
placed early, it saved the family 
and home.
    New donors are needed and 
previous donors are invited to 
boost their contribution in a 
drive for the Northern Hills Dis-
trict Scout, which started here 
Friday. The drive was launched 
at a breakfast for local volun-
teers at the Cove. A group of 
Explorer and Boy Scouts rode 
their bicycles to Sturgis and 
back Sunday to earn Merit 
Badges. They were Jack Ward, 
Lynn Kuchera, Edward Weak-
ly, Tommy Favbricius, Tommy 
Pickard, Andrew Pokorny and 
Norman Williamson.
October 13, 1966
    The winter session of the 
Newell Roller Rink, in Newell 
City Hall is opening this week, 
Wednesday 7 to 9 PM, Sun-
day to children 2 to 4 Pm and 
adults 7 to 9 PM. A couple 
admittance for the price of one 
Wednesday nights. Special 
prices for children during Sun-
day afternoon sessions. Skates 
available or bring your own.
    Residential power consum-
ers in Newell and Nisland lead 
those in all Black Hills com-
munities served by Black Hills 
Power & Light Company, on 
power usage, according to the 

October issue of “Lamplighter”, 
BHP&L’s monthly publication. 
Residential power users also 
showed the greatest increase 
in KWH usage for August of 
this year, in the same month of 
1965, the publication revealed. 
It also notes that Newell-Nis-
land has the highest electric 
water heater saturation of all 
communities in the BHP&L 
service area compared to Hot 
Springs 66%, smallest 14% in 
Rapid city and 15% in Belle 
Fourche.
    All youth in the community 
are invited to participate in 
a bicycle safety check and 
inspection to be held at the 
Newell City Hall, October 15 at 
9:00 AM., announced by Ken 
Steiner Newell Lions Club. Two 
safety films will be shown and 
a free safety inspection on all 
bikes. The Lions Club will also 
affix safety decals on bicycles 
that pass inspection.
    “Pray for Peace” was the 
topic at the regular meeting of 
the Congregational Women’s 
Fellowship, in the Fellowship 
Room Thursday afternoon. 
Mrs. Jesse Maass conducted 
the meeting with 18 members 
and 1 guest, Audrey Dawson. 
Mrs. Maass read passages 
from Peter Marshall’s prayer 
book, after which “God Bless 
America” was sung. It is hoped 
it becomes a worldwide “Prayer 
for Peace” movement. It is also 
a government motto empha-
sized in the cancellation marks 
being used by many US Post 
Office today, to support our 
troops in Viet Nam.

  We started the week off by 
attending the Reva/Sorum Fire 
Department supper at the Reva 
Hall last Sunday evening with a 
large crowd coming out to back 
the fire department and Reub 
won a hooded sweatshirt in the 
drawing. A few politicians were 
there like Sen. Sam Marty and 
Rep. Travis Ismay, including 
Heather Baxter who is running 
for Secretary of State and the 
pancake and sausage supper was 
delicious.

  Casey and Taz went to the 
Hackamore Monday morning to 
help sort pairs. I talked to Janet 
Doll that afternoon and she told 
me everyone else who helped 
sort pairs. Clint and Beau Doll, 
Hanna and Doug Doll, Trey 
Tetrault, Bill Holt, Tim Steven-
son, Ty and Jessie Hotchkiss, 
Ty and Treg Thybo, Kelsey and 
Ryan Vroman, Katie Schulke, 

  We went to Buffalo Tuesday 
afternoon to watch all three of 
the Harding County elementary 
girls’ basketball games against 
Lemmon and Harding County 
won all three games.

  Reub and I went to Hettinger 
on Wednesday to get a lot of stuff 
from Runnings and White Drug, 
where Reub got his squeeze 
from his cousin Roxie Finck. We 
stopped in Reeder on the way 
home and had coffee with the 
Prairie Pioneers where we got to 
see Larry Jackson after his knee 
surgery. A big crew showed up 
late that afternoon to chop up 
the corn field down south and it 
didn’t take them very long to get 
it chopped.

  Reub went spraying weeds 
up at the Horse Creek pasture 
Thursday morning and didn’t get 
home for lunch until 3:30. A big 
semi-truck pulling a long flatbed 
came to haul off the tractor that 
they used to pack down the 
silage they had chopped up on 
Wednesday so they could use 
it when they chopped corn for 
some of our neighbors.

  Casey, Taz, Copper, Knox 
and River Lu were up helping 
Doug and Clint Doll at the Hack-
amore ranch preg-test and work 
their cows on Friday. Janice Heu-
pel called me from Hettinger that 
afternoon to let me know that the 
quilters at the Hettinger Lutheran 
church have some fabric to give 
to the quilters at Slim Buttes Lu-

and Brad Johnson were all there 
to sort pairs. It rained a little 
sprinkle early that morning and a 
good rain came that evening that 
left a total of just under half an 
inch in the rain gauge.

  We get the Dakota Farmer 
magazine and there was a really 
interesting article in the last issue 
about Super Bowl Champion 
Grey Zabel from Pierre, South 
Dakota. Grey Zabel’s parents are 
Mark and Tanna (Negaard)Zabel 
and his mother Tanna grew up in 
Buffalo, the daughter of Norman 
and Sherry (Gilbert) Negaard. 
Tanna graduated from Harding 
County high school in 1986, the 
same year as our son Thad. Grey 
returned home to keynote the 
2026 South Dakota Governor’s 
Ag Summit on June 25 in Pierre. 
During the event, Zabel shared 
how the championship mindset 
that has carried him to football’s 
highest level was first cultivated 
on his family’s fifth-generation 
farm north of Selby.

away at Peaceful Pines in Rapid 
City on Tuesday, August 25. 
His funeral services will be at 
Bison Presbyterian Church on 
Saturday, October 10 at 10:00. 
Lunch will follow at the Grand 
Electric Social Room. Inurnment 
is scheduled for approximately 
2:00 at the Chance Cemetery.

  Dennis Knutson, age 90 of 
Hettinger, passed away Septem-
ber 25, at CHI St. Alexius Health 
in Bismarck after a brief battle 
with West Nile virus. Dennis’s 
funeral service was on Friday, 
October 2nd at Holy Trinity 
Catholic Church in Hettinger 
with burial at the Hettinger 
Cemetery.

  Pastor Earl and Joan Kor-
honen filled in for Pastor Henry 
and Linda Mohagen on Sunday 
for Mission Sunday and brought 
Wanda Jacobson with them. 
This wasn’t the first time that 
Earl had been here and during 
Sunday school he showed a 
picture of him riding horses at 
our ranch with Casey and Sage 
back in 1990. Our daughter 
Teri Dee went to Bible school 
in Plymouth, Minnesota with 
Earl many years ago and Teri 
stayed with Wanda Jacobson 
when she first got out there. Matt 
and Molly Kerner brought their 
twins to church for the first time 
this Sunday and since the twin 
boys are identical, we couldn’t 
tell them apart, but they sure are 
cute little guys! 

theran church and she also let me 
know that her husband Leonard 
Heupel’s brother Larry Heupel 
had passed away. Larry was in 
my graduating class in Bison and 
I hadn’t heard about losing him.

We got a little rain in the night 
that left almost a tenth of an 
inch in the rain gauge. Harding 
County won the football game 
in Bison against Hill City that 
evening.

  The Harding County el-
ementary girls had a tourna-
ment in Lemmon on Saturday 
and Harding County won the 
tournament. We didn’t go to the 
tournament because Reub and 
I went to Sydney Ellingson and 
Jacob Naumann’s wedding at the 
Living Word Fellowship church 
in Dickinson with the reception 
at the August House Venue. It 
was a really beautiful wedding 
and if we hadn’t been able to fol-
low Judy and Roger Nash to the 
August House Venue we never 
would have been able to find it.

  Sadly, there are more deaths 
to report: Larry Heupel was born 
on December 20, 1946. He was 
the youngest of seven children 
and grew up on the family farm 
in Perkins County, South Dakota. 
Larry passed away from can-
cer on Saturday, August 22, in 
Colorado. Memorial Services 
were held on Friday, September 
25, at Woodmen Valley Chapel in 
Colorado Springs, Colorado.

  Francis Duane Veal passed 
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106 8th Street                        P: 605-456-1321
            F: 605-456-1621

PO Box  426                  
Newell, SD 57760
    VIPAgency@sdplains..com

VIP Agency
Auto, Home, Farm, Commercial

Support Local 
Business From the

Beacon and Irrigator.
Your support of local businesses, makes it work.

We’re Newell-Vale-Nisland proud! 

Newell Service Center
101 4th Street- Phone 605-456-3455

Automotive and Pickup Repair Shop · 
Sturdevant’s Parts Store · Oil Lube & 
Filter Service · Gates-Belts & Hoses &  
Custom Hose building· + We sell all class-
es of Tires &  do Tire repair· ATV Services

N N
V

Community Calendar

Here’s What’s Happening in Newell!
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Class of 2032 on their Bluey float. 

Newell students ride on a float in the parade. 

Class of 2033—also known as sixth grade—on their Paw Patrol float. 

Homecoming King Orrin Youngberg and Queen Kendra 
Johnson lead the rest of the homecoming parade.

The Hitch’n Post Market float tosses candy to the specta-
tors. 

Maroon and white school pride! Photo credits: Robbi Longbrake

Homecoming Parade 2026


