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Halloween Festivities Fill the Calendar

Stroke & Poke Contd. A6

Chili Contd. A4

Halloween Contd. A3

BELLE FOURCHE—It’s time 
to dust off those Halloween 
costumes and get ready for a 
spooky season filled with tricks, 
treats and enough candy to last 
well into next year! With long-
time favorites like the CONBA 
Halloween Parade and Costume 
Contest and newcomers like 
Wareing Motors joining the 
festivities, there are plenty of 
opportunities to show off those 
costumes more than once this 
Halloween season.

New to the Halloween lineup 
this year is Wareing Motors, 
hosting a Trunk or Treat on 
October 29 from 5:30 p.m. to 8 
p.m. They are creating a special 
evening for kids and their 
families. McKenzie Quigley is 
in charge of setting up the event 
at Wareing Motors and encour-
ages everyone to wear their 
costumes! 

Of course, a big parking lot 
full of cars lends itself to a spe-
cial Trunk or Treat celebration. 
“We’re going to clear the main 
lot, the paved lot, and move 
all of our vehicles out to make 
room for the businesses to come 
in and set up their trunk or treat. 
Wareing is going to do one—a 
big one for the kids,” explained 
Quigley.

So far, they have about eight 
businesses signed up to offer a 
trunk-or-treat booth and would 
love to have a few more trunks 

Robbi Longbrake
news@bellefourchebeacon.com

BELLE FOURCHE—A differ-
ent kind of competition took 
place in Belle Fourche, one 
that takes a special combina-
tion of talent to compete in not 
just one, but three very dif-
ferent events—roping steers, 
playing golf and throwing 
darts. The Cowboy Classic 
Rope, Stroke and Poke event 
took place on August 29. 

Nineteen teams of three 
signed up to give the unusual 
contest a try. The competi-
tion kicked off at 9 a.m. and 
proceeded all day, ending 
around 7 p.m. The team roping 
took place at the Black Hills 
Roundup Rodeo Grounds and 
the golf and darts were hosted 
by the Belle Fourche Country 
Club. “Well, the rope would 
be team roping…the stroke is 
golf and the poke was to play 
darts… a combination of time 
and scores between the three 
events is what determined 
the winners,” explained Clay 
Birkeland, event organizer. 

And if a team member 
didn’t know how to team rope, 
there was a plan for that. “We 
had at least two ropers on 

The Butte County Volunteer Fire Department cooked up Spider Monkey Surprise chili and 
handed it out in the Chamber office. They went on to win first place in the Chili Chal-
lenge. Longbrake photo

Lee Hodge leading the Halloween Parade down State Street. Longbrake photo

to make the event as spectacular 
as possible for the kids. Reach 
out to Quigley at 406-672-3055 
to reserve your trunk space. 
They will be giving an award 
for the best-decorated vehicle at 
the event. 
Upcoming Halloween and Fall 
Events are as follows:
October 24

The 10th Annual Pumpkinfest 
kicks off the Halloween events 
on Saturday, October 24, from 
11 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the Tri-State 
Museum and Center of the 
Nation Visitor Center. In part-
nership with the Belle Fourche 
Chamber of Commerce, expect 
it to be a day full of activities. 
The Tri-State Performers will 

present Misunderstood Mon-
sters in the museum gallery at 
noon and again at 3 p.m. 

Explore Skeletown in the 
Johnny Spaulding Cabin, where 
visitors can count the skele-
tons for a special contest. Ride 
the Pumpkin Train, jump in a 
bouncy house, sign up for a 
kid’s book giveaway, participate 

in crafts and games and get a 
goodie bag. The costume con-
test begins at 12:45 p.m. There 
will also be vendors with food 
and shopping opportunities.
October 28

Dinosaurs of the Hell Creek 
Museum, east of Belle Fourche 
on U.S. Highway 212, has a 

Rope, Stroke and Poke Raises Funds for 
Black Hills Roundup Foundation

Fire Department Takes Honors 
at Chamber Chili Challenge

BELLE FOURCHE—From 
white chicken chili to tradi-
tional chili and everything 
in between, those who came 
out to take part in the Annual 
Chamber Chili Challenge were 
treated to a delicious evening. 
The public who took part in the 
challenge spent the evening of 
October 15 eating their way 
through Belle Fourche.

While the participating 
businesses competed to make 
the best pot of chili, the public 
had a challenge of their own—
tasting ten different chilis at 
various area businesses and 
voting for their favorites. 

The contest ran for two hours, 
beginning at 6 p.m. Everyone 
had until 8 p.m. to turn in their 
ballots. “It’s an annual event—a 
fundraiser for the Chamber. 
The winner gets to house our 
traveling trophy for a year,” 
explained Brianne Bonnet, as-
sistant director of the Chamber 
of Commerce.

After a near-record turnout 
of 17 chili entries last year, the 
Chamber decided to limit the 
number of entries to ten this 
year to make sure everyone had 
time and room to taste all of the 
carefully prepared chili. 

There were eight locations 
to stop at. A few of the loca-
tions provided a spot for other 
businesses to serve up their own 
chili concoctions.

The beginning of the chal-
lenge started in the Belle 
Fourche Chamber office, where 
wristbands were on sale for 
$10. While there, participants 
got to enjoy Spider Monkey 
Surprise, an elk chili made by 
the Butte County Volunteer 
Fire Department. They offered 
cornbread muffins to eat along 
with it. 

From there, people could 
travel on a variety of paths to 
the next chili host. Most partic-
ipating businesses were right 
on State Street, but a few were 

The Cowboy Classic Rope, Stroke and Poke raised $2,500 for the Black Hills Roundup 
Foundation. Pictured are event organizer Clay Birkeland, board member Shawna East-
man and foundation president Nate Hedin. Courtesy photo

each team to rope, and then 
the third member had to rope 
a dummy on the ground—so 
you didn’t really have to be a 
roper per se—you could kind 
of fake it a little bit,” shared 
Birkeland. 

The event was also a fund-
raising opportunity with the 
plans to give a portion of the 
proceeds to the Black Hills 
Roundup Foundation to put to-
wards scholarships. “We gave 
a check for $2,500 to the foun-
dation from what we made 
that day,” said Birkeland. 

With $2,000 added money 
and a portion of the $600 entry 
fees per team, the winners re-
ceived a sweet payday. Prizes 
were given to the winners as 
well. “All of the teams that 
won each—the rope and the 
golf and the darts—each won 
buckles,” said Birkeland. “We 
also gave buckles to the over-
all winners as well.”

Those with the overall best 
scores from all three of the 
Rope, Stroke and Poke events 
were the team of Colton Back-
haus, Clayton Backhaus and 
Quillan McNeese.
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You will have peace of mind when you can say...
“Everything has been taken care of.”

Kline Funeral Chapel
605-892-3964

email: klinefuneralchapel@rushmore.com
website: klinefuneralchapel.com

Most of us intend on “getting around to it someday,” 
but that someday never comes and we leave our 
family wondering whether or not they did the right 

thing. It doesn’t have to be like that. It’s not pleasant 
to be reminded of our own mortality; we can laugh, 

cry, or do a little of both. Regardless of how we prefer 
to deal with the big questions of life, it always works 

out for the best when we face things head on, 
especially in regard to such a sensitive issue. 

Taking the time to make advanced funeral or crema-
tion planning is a caring and responsible thing to do. 

Planning now, while we have the time to consider 
every option, can remove significant amount of the 

emotional and financial stress that every family must 
eventually face.

Kline Funeral Chapel offers an array of Burial and 
Cremation Packages to suit any budget.  

Brian Kline
Owner

Mark & Debra 
Leverington, Owners

A Place of Peace and
Remembrance

Family owned & operated

•  Spacious area for luncheons

•  Private visitation areas
•  Family reception room

•  Comfortably seats more than
    150 people

LeveringtonFH.com
715 National St. | Belle Fourche, SD | 605-892-3320

Renee Bisgaard, Broker/Owner
605-641-9242

608 5th Ave. Suite 5
Belle Fourche, SD 57717

1911 N. Main Street
Spearfish, SD 57783 

New Listings!

Renee Bisgaard Broker/Owner
605-641-9242

2038 12th Ave.
This spacious, 4,000+ sq. ft. home 

offers room for everyone, with gener-
ously sized bedrooms, multiple living 
areas, and a layout designed for both 
everyday comfort and entertaining.

$429,000

PRICE DROP!

Allan Collins, 64

Char Helmer, 84

Beverly Evelyn (Koan) Price, 90

Allan Edwin Collins was born November 
15, 1961, in Rapid City.  He was the son of 
Marvin and Joan (Wilcox) Collins.  Allan 
grew up in Belle Fourche and graduated 
from high school with the Class of ’80.  His 
father, Marvin, ran a bread route for “Old 
Home” and Allan would often help before 
school.  Allan had many great memories with 
his dad and siblings enjoying times at Pactola 
and Iron Creek, camping and fishing.  In 1984, 
Allan married the love of his life, Renee Stevens, 
at the St. James Lutheran Church.  To this union 
two sons were born: Ryan and Justin.  For a few 
years, Allan helped Kenny Thomas build homes.  
Allan worked for American Colloid for 18 years, 
working his way up in the company by starting 
out throwing bags and finishing with managing at 
the Belle Plant.  He was a hard worker no matter 
what task was put in front of him.  For the past 
25 years he was the Purchasing Manager for True 
North Steel.  Purchasing steel that was used to 
make bridges and buildings was a job that Allan 
truly loved. 

Allan always had a love for horses.  He and 
Renee were one of the first members of the Ranch-
ers Quarter Horse Breeders Association, and 
they would take the colts they raised to the sales 
to be sold.  Allan would team rope with his boys 
through the years at the Kudlock and Whetham 
arenas, enjoying the time with them and their 
friends.   He was a die-hard fan of the Pittsburgh 
Steelers.  Allan will always be remembered for 
his kindhearted ways, his independent spirit, and 
how much he loved his boys. 

Char Helmer, age 84 of Belle Fourche, 
died Friday, October 16, 2026 at the Garden 
Hills Assisted Living Center in Spearfish.

The Celebration of Life Service will be 
held 11am Wednesday, October 21, 2026 at 
Leverington Funeral Home of the Northern 
Hills in Belle Fourche.  Visitation will be held 
1 hour prior to the service.  Interment will 
take place in Pine Slope Cemetery.  Friends may 
leave written condolence online at www.Lever-
ingtonFH.com 

Charlotte Williamson was born September 
26, 1942.  She was the daughter of Ralph and 
Viola Williamson.  Char grew up in the Vale area, 
where she also graduated from high school.  Char 
was united in marriage to Ed Helmer on June 5, 
1960 in Sturgis.  To this union 4 children were 
born: Christy, Kelly, Monty, and Jennel.  Follow-
ing their marriage, Ed and Char ranched west 
of Belle Fourche, across the Wyoming state line.  
In 1984 they moved to the north side of Belle 
Fourche and Ed worked for area ranchers.  In 
June of 2021, Char and Ed moved into the Hick-
ory House.  Together, Ed and Char were blessed 

Beverly Evelyn (Koan) Price, 90, of Belle 
Fourche, SD passed peacefully October 19, 2026. 
Born to Henry “Fred” Koan and Mildred (Leitch) 
Koan on June 28, 1936, in Bowman, ND. She 
lived in various areas in North and South Dakota, 
graduating High School in Newell, SD.

She met the love of her life at a dance in the 
community hall and married Paul “Mick” Price 
on October 3, 1957, there in Newell. They lived 
on the family ranch in Zeona but ultimately 
settled their family in Belle Fourche in 1969. 
She raised three beautiful children, Paul “Tom” 
Jr., Deb and David. Once they were all raised 
and on their own, Bev joined Mick in the truck. 
They team drove for years before they began 
delivering campers all across the US, living with 
their sons in Newton, KS when they weren’t on 
the road. They took the winters off, enjoying the 
snowbird life – living half the year in the desert 
and the other half in Kansas and South Dakota. 
Bev lived for her family. Her grandchildren and 

Allan was diagnosed with brain cancer 
only 68 days before his passing.  In that 
short time, Allan showed his courage and 
strength and fought hard.  He went home 
to heaven surrounded by his family, on 
Tuesday, October 13, 2026, at the age of 64.  
Allan was a dedicated husband and father, 
and he will be greatly missed by his family.

Allan is survived by his wife, Renee; sons, 
Ryan of Gillette WY, Justin of Ludlow SD; sister, 
Shelly Royer of Sturgis; brothers, Danny “Boone” 
(Caren) Collins of Sturgis, Marvin (Kristy) Col-
lins of Sacramento CA, Joe (Kristin) Collins of 
Tea SD, Jim Collins of Belle Fourche; mother-in-
law, Phyllis Stevens of Arizona; and several nieces 
and nephews.

Allan was preceded in death by his parents; 
brother, Bob; and father-in-law, Richard Stevens.

The Celebration of Life Service will be held 
10:30am Thursday, October 22, 2026 at St. James 
Lutheran Church in Belle Fourche.  Visitation 
will be held 5 to 7pm Wednesday at Leverington 
Funeral Home of the Northern Hills in Belle 
Fourche.  Interment will take place in Pine Slope 
Cemetery.

Friends may leave written condolences, view a 
video tribute, and view the funeral service on Al-
lan’s obituary page located on the funeral home’s 
website: www.LeveringtonFH.com

with 61 years of marriage, before Ed’s 
passing in 2022.

Char loved her grandchildren and she 
will be remembered for being a strong 
woman with an independent spirit.  Her 
faith in the Lord was strong, and she loved 
reading her Bible.  She was a wonderful 
mother and grandmother, and she’ll be 

missed greatly.
Char is survived by her son, Monty (Teresa) 

of Cartersville, Georgia; daughters, Christy (Col-
in) Knuteson of New Town, North Dakota, Kelly 
(Ed) Chuck of Royse City, Texas, Jennel Johnson 
of Mitchel NE; 18 grandchildren; 6 great grand-
children; and her sister, Marge of Texas.

She was preceded in death by her parents; 
husband; brothers, David and Wes Williamson; 
sister, Jeanette Hawley; and son-in-law, Dan 
Johnson.

great-grandchildren were the joy of her life.
She is preceded in death by her parents, 

brothers Gene and Roy, husband, son-in-law 
Darryl Raber and great-great-grandson Rhyatt. 
She is survived by her sisters Nona and Betty, 
sister-in-law Ellen, children: Tom & Susan Price, 
Deb Raber, David & Donna Price; nine grand-
kids, 12 great-grandkids, and two great-great-
grandkids.

Visitation will be held one hour prior to 
the service. Services will be held at 10:30AM, 
Monday October 26, 2026, at the Christian Life 
Center. Burial will follow the service at 2:30PM at 
Black Hills National Cemetery. 

Arrangements are under the care of Fidler-Is-
burg Funeral Chapel of Spearfish. Online con-
dolences may be written at https://www.fidler-is-
burgfuneralchapels.com/

Prayer for the Week
Heavenly Father, guide us with Your wisdom, strength-
en us in difficult times, and fill our hearts with gratitude. 

Amen.

Philippians 4:13
“I can do all things through Christ which strengthens 

me.”
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Iris Gaaskjolen serves free lemonade to those passing by Pearson Block Hous. Longbrake 
photo

Photos from the Chamber Mixer
October 20, hosted by BFACT/Hersrud’s. Photo Credit: Doug Cole

From A1 Halloween
host of events planned begin-
ning on Wednesday, October 
28. Come out for the Dungeons 
and Dinosaurs event from 6 
p.m. to 9 p.m. It is an interactive 
Dungeons and Dragons adven-
ture with audience participation 
encouraged!

Halloween Trunk or Treat be-
gins at 7:30 p.m. at The Church 
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints, 1105 Todd St., Belle 
Fourche. Family-friendly cos-
tumes are encouraged. 

October 29
Put your costumes on and 

head to Wareing Motors Trunk 
or Treat from 5:30 p.m. to 8 p.m. 
The parking lot will be turned 
into a trunk-or-treat with deco-
rated vehicles and a prize for the 
best-decorated one. Businesses 
and individuals are invited to 
participate.

After you are done with 
Wareing’s Trunk or Treat, head 
out to Dinosaurs of the Hell 
Creek Museum for their Dino-
saur Drive-In Movie Night from 
6 p.m. to 9 p.m. They will have 
screens set up inside the museum 
and outside the building to show 
a movie from 1969. There will be 
a discussion about the connection 
between dinosaurs and Holly-
wood. 

October 30
Spend your Friday night at the 

haunted museum! Head out to 
the Dinosaurs of the Hell Creek 
Museum for their Dinosaur 
Halloween Party Night from 
6 p.m. to 9 p.m. There will be 
music, games, movies, snacks, a 
costume contest and a museum 
to explore.

October 31, Halloween
The spooky adventures begin 

on State Street for the annual 
Belle Fourche Halloween Parade 

hosted by the Center of the 
Nation Business Association. 
The costume crawl starts at 4 
p.m. in front of Pete’s Clothing 
and Western Wear. At the end of 
the route, line up for the costume 
contest. After the judging is 
finished, stroll back down State 
Street and trick or treat at all 
of the participating businesses 
handing out treats. 

Following the State Street ex-
travaganza, head to the Hallow-
een Spooktacular at the

Belle Fourche Rec Center from 
5 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. Inside the 
rec center gym area, businesses 
and local organizations will have 
trick-or-treat booths and games. 
Beginning at 6:05 p.m., there 
will be a costume contest with 
awards. 

If you are still in a festive 
mood and want one last chance 
to show off your costume, head 
out to the Dinosaurs of the Hell 
Creek Museum for their Di-
nosaur Treat or Terror Night. 
Explore the haunted museum, 
trick-or-treat and participate in 
a scavenger hunt. Anyone under 
18 wearing a dinosaur costume 
is free.

Other Areas
The local communities of 

Newell and Vale are having fes-
tivities for kids and their families 
as well. 

On October 29, Newell is 
having a Fall Harvest Party from 
4 p.m. to 6 p.m. at the 

Newell City Hall. For this 
event, you are encouraged to 
dress in your favorite autumn 
outfits or colors. “This year 
we’re gonna actually have free 
hot dogs, chips, pie, autumn 
desserts, and that’s free for the 
community, we’ll have a dona-
tion jar but it isn’t necessary,” 
shared Sabrina Harmon, director 

of Whatever It Takes. “There will 
be tic-tac-toe, cornhole and a fish 
pond.”

Several local organizations 
will be joining the festivities. 
Butte Meade Water will host 
a cupcake walk, while Newell 
Christian Fellowship will offer 
a fishpond game. The Lions 
Club will have a candy guessing 
game and Butte Ambulance will 
provide drinks, including hot 
cocoa and apple cider. Other 
activities include apple dunking, 
games and door prizes. “We will 
give out bags because they’ll get 
prizes from every game,” said 
Harmon.

There will be a fall picture area 
set up by Hitch’n Post Market. It 
is a family-friendly event, and all 
ages are welcome.

On October 31, the Vale Com-
munity Club Trunk or Treat will 
be held in the Vale Community 
Hall parking lot from 4 p.m. to 5 
p.m.  Anyone wishing to provide 
a trunk should arrive before 4 
p.m., and park on the south side 
of the lot facing south and wait 
for the kids to come around.

The Patch at Joyful Blooms 
Flower Farm, located at 18950 
Vale Cut Off Road in Nisland, 
offers a pumpkin patch, hayrides, 
a petting zoo, pumpkin bowling, 
photo opportunities, a corn pit, 
haystack hill and a toddler zone. 
Admission is $8 per person, with 
children 2 and younger admitted 
free. The Patch is open Satur-
days from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. and 
Sundays from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
The final day of the season is 
Halloween, October 31, when 
The Patch will close at 2 p.m.



Wed. October 21, 2026Belle Fourche Beacon A-4
Chili Contd.from A1

farther away, like Highmark 
Credit Union. They enticed chili 
lovers with a spicy white chicken 
chili and cookies to wash it 
down. 

The Outlaw Bar served up 
delicious chili. The rest of the 
participants in the challenge were 
located along State Street. 

Those businesses included 
Pasque Ladies Fashions, which 
served Southwest Chorizo Chili, 
and Cowboys TOO!, which 
offered Linda’s Campfire Chili 
made with ground beef. Cow-
boys TOO! also hosted the Dino-
saurs of the Hell Creek Museum, 
which served its special Ex-
tinction Chili made with bison, 
Italian sausage and ground beef.

The Hitching Post Tap House 
had its own take on Mexican 
Street Corn White Chicken Chili 
with jalapeno cheddar biscuits on 
the side. The Tap House hosted 
Viking Properties and their tra-
ditional red chili with beef from 
Sleep Legacy Beef. 

Pearson Block Candy Shop 
cooked up Texas brisket with 
ancho chili. And finally, Posy 
Palace partnered once again with 

Collecting money and handing out wristbands, Brianne 
Bonnet, assistant director of the Chamber of Commerce, 
stayed busy during the Chamber Chili Challenge. 

The Chamber of Commerce was a busy place during the 
Chamber Chili Challenge.

Posy Palace partnered with Badlands Security to cook up chili that won them a second 
place finish in the Chamber Chili Challenge. Longbrake photo(s)

Waiting in line to get chili at Highmark Credit Union.

Viking Properties served their chili creation inside of the Hitching Post Tap House. 

Eating chili inside of the Pearson Block Candy Shop. 

the winner from the last two 
years, Badlands Security, who 
cooked up a three-meat combi-
nation of smoked chorizo, bacon 
and brisket chili. Red Onion 
Marketplace served cinnamon 
rolls to go along with the smoky 
chili. 

At the end of the night, ev-
eryone who tasted the chili then 
had the hard task of picking their 
favorite. With so many creative 
combinations, the hardest prob-
lem of the night was picking just 
one to be first. After ballots were 
cast, participants left them at the 
last business they visited. “You 
can drop your ballot in wherever 
you stop, there are eight busi-
nesses, but 10 chilis to sample,” 
said Bonnet.  

After receiving second place 
for the past two years, the Butte 
County Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment made some changes and 
pushed to the front of the pack, 
winning the 2026 Chamber Chili 
Challenge. Posy Palace Florist, 
partnering with Badlands Securi-
ty, won second place, and tied for 
third place were Hitching Post 
Tap House and Highmark Credit 
Union. 
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Bronc Girls Cross Country win Region 5A Title
The Boys Team Finished in 2nd Place

19026 US Hwy 85
Belle Fourche, SD 57717

605-892-3603 | 800-611-8796
NehlDental.com

Center of the Nation Implant Clinic

TO THE

BRONC
CROSS COUNTRY

 TEAMS 

SUBSCRIBE TO THE BEACON 
 $52/ Year-In Area

PO Box 576   Belle Fourche, SD 57717

www.bellefourchebeacon.com

Superintendent’s Corner
 It’s hard to believe we’ve 

already wrapped up the first 
quarter, what a great start to 
the school year! Everywhere I 
look, I see momentum, pride, 
and a lot of good work happen-
ing across our District. Thank 
you to our staff, students, 
families, school board, and 
community for the support 
you continue to show. When 
we move together, our students 
benefit.

 Homecoming was a high-
light this fall. It was energizing 
to see our School spirit on full 
display and our community 
show up in such a big way. 
We’re also seeing the impact 
of the renovations at the High 
School and Middle School. The 
improvements look fantastic, 
and these updated spaces will 
support teaching and learning 
for years to come. During our 
October School Board meet-
ing, Board members toured the 
High School to see the changes 
firsthand, and it was great to 
share the progress with them.

 We also took time at that 
meeting to thank Kelly Keegan 
for her service on the School 
Board and welcomed Matt 
Moore, who took the oath of 
office for a one year appoint-
ment. We appreciate Kelly’s 
contributions and look forward 
to working with Matt as we 
continue moving the District 

forward. In addition, our Board 
received the ALL Award from 
the Associated School Boards of 
South Dakota (ASBSD) for its 
commitment to training, devel-
opment, and ongoing learning. 
This recognition reflects the 
Bard’s dedication to strong, 
informed leadership.

 Our Forever Broncs initia-
tive continues to grow. At the 
recent football game, our Board 
president shared an overview 
of the program, we welcomed 
a large group of 3rd and 4th 
grade students, 50 preregistered 
and possibly close to 100, who 
attended with their families. 
The energy was incredible. Our 
next event will take place during 
a volleyball game and will 
welcome our 5th and 6th grade 
students. These moments help 
build connections between our 
students, families, and schools, 
and it’s exciting to see the enthu-
siasm building.

 We’re also continuing our 
work on the Early Learner 
Initiative and exploring funding 
opportunities, including a po-
tential partnership with United 
Way. Investing in our youngest 
learners is one of the most 
important commitments we can 
make, and we’re eager to keep 
moving this work forward.

 Another positive develop-
ment is the start of our search 
for a girls assistant wrestling 
coach. We’re excited to continue 
strengthening this program and 

expanding opportunities for 
students to participate, grow, 
and compete.

 Finally, we’ve received 
our state report card and are 
reviewing the information 
carefully as we work through 
the appeals process. We’re 
encouraged by the work hap-
pening across the District and 
look forward to using this first 
year’s data to guide improve-
ment, celebrate progress, and 
stay focused on what matters 
most: student learning and 
success.

 As we head into the next 
quarter, I’m grateful for the 
energy, commitment, and 
collaboration that make Belle 
Fourche special. From Home-
coming to facility improve-
ments to student centered 
initiatives, there is a lot of 
positive momentum. Thank 
you for being part of it!  When 
our schools and community 
work together, our students 
win and that will always be 
our focus.

Scan the QR code to watch 
our amazing students and 
staff!  Or click the link below.

R. Orion Thompson, Ed.S  
         Superintendent of Schools
	     Belle Fourche School District 9-1  
                      2305 13th Avenue, Belle Fourche, SD 57717   
                            605-723-3355 ext. 1

R. Orion Thompson

“Be yourself, unless you can be Batman then....always be Batman”

October 2026

  The Belle Fourche Broncs 
Girls Cross Country and Boys 
teams will me heading to the 
2026 State Cross Country meet 
after the girls won the Region 
5A title and the boys finished 
second in the team standings 
last Thursday at the Hart 
Ranch Camping Resort.
   Rys Pearson led the Broncs 
with a 3rd place finishin a time 
of 20:03.1, followed by Au-
bryn Hartman, 5th (20:21.0); 
Piper Curran 9th (20:37.8); 
Isabella Torberson 10th 
(20:55.8); and Lyla Drieling 
16th (21:19.3).
   Lennon Clarkson finished 
2nd in the Boys race with a 
time of (16:28.0) followed by 
Jaxon Bach 10th (18:22.7); Na-
thaan Hudson 11th (18:26.2); 
Thaddaeus McKenney 
(18:34.0); and Clifford Torber-
son 14th(18:45.3)
  The top twenty individual  
racers in botht he Boys and 
Girls meet as well as the top 
three teams all earn berths to 
the State Tournament this com-
ing weekend.
   The Bronc runners will be 
ready as they return on this 
Saturday the 26th to the Hart 
Ranch Resort/Golf Course for 
the 2026 state Cross Country 
meet.

19026 US Hwy 85
Belle Fourche, SD 57717

605-892-3603 | 800-611-8796
NehlDental.com

Center of the Nation Implant Clinic

August 22, 2025

National

TOOTH
FAIRY DAY

Take Care of Your Teeth



From  A1 Stroke & Poke

SUBSCRIBE TO THE BEACON  
$52/ Year

Go Online or Send us Your Request
PO Box 576   Belle Fourche, SD 57717

www.bellefourchebeacon.com
Your Support is appreciated!

Wed. October 21, 2026Belle Fourche Beacon A-6October 2026!

$3.99

$24.99 $54.99

Prices e�ective 7am-9pm Seven Days a Week Next two weeks
Wednesday,  Wednesday 21 st   through Tuesday,  November 3rd

Now available at
Lynn’s Belle Fourche

Clyde May’s 
Single Barrel 

Bourbon 
750 ml

Beer, Wine, & Spirits....

$17.99

Bulleit 87 
Whiskey 

750 ml 

$29.99

$19.99

Crown Royal 
Salted 

Caramel  
750 ml

Fireball Whisky

$24.99

Bubba’s 
Whiskey 

750 ml 

$21.99

750mlL  

$27.99

Kahlua 
Dunkin 

Caramel 
Swirl  
750ml 

Rope, Stroke and Poke competi-
tion was held in Belle Fourche. 
“We had a really good turnout, 
and we’re hoping to do it again,” 
said Birkeland. 

Birkeland wanted to make sure 
the sponsors knew how much 
they were appreciated. Sponsors 
of the event were E&M Steel 
Products, Northern Car Brokers, 
Capital Builders, Pioneer Bank 
& Trust and Belle Chiropractic 
& Massage.
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Show Up! by Belle LaVenue

It’s not too early to take steps to be ready for all the upcoming fun in Belle Fourche through December!

STEP ONE: Check out the upcoming fine arts community events. The Belle Fourche Schools are preparing for fall concerts and the 
Veterans Day Programs. All the schools have programs on Wednesday, November 11th, and they invite veterans, families, and all the 
community to celebrate our veterans on this 250th birthday of the United States. There is also a program hosted by the BFMS at the Roll-
ing Hills nursing home. Watch for more information in the next couple of weeks!

STEP TWO: Audition for the BFACT Production of A Suessified Christmas Carol. This show has all the heart of the original story with the addition 
of Suessified Fun!. Auditions will be held on October 18 at 2pm and October 19 & 22 at 6:30pm in the Rec Center Theater. This show is open to all ages. 
Children 8 and younger will need a parent or guardian to be present at rehearsal. This show is a flexible size so there are many roles of different sizes. You 
don’t need to bring anything for auditions, just yourself. The show itself will be on December 10 – 13. If you are interested in helping with tech of any kind 
(lights, sound stage management, set building, etc), please come to auditions. If you have any questions, or are unable to make the audition dates but still 
want to join the production, feel free to message director@bellefourcheact.com or call 605.645.3255 to arrange a different audition time and date.

STEP THREE: Add OUR calendar to YOUR calendar. Your presence at all the upcoming events is much appreciated, so don’t forget to add all these up-
coming fine arts events to your calendars!

October 26, Monday, 7 PM, BFHS Chorus Concert, BF Rec Center Theater
November 2, Monday, 7 PM, BFHS Band Concert, BF Rec Center Theater
November 11, Wednesday, 9 AM, BFHS Veterans Day Program, BF Rec Center Theater
November 11, Wednesday, 2 PM, BFMS Veterans Day Program, BFMS Gymnasium
November 19-21, Thursday-Saturday, 7 PM BFHS Fall Production: Pick Your Poison by Laura Barbieri
November 30, Monday, 7 PM, BFHS Chorus Concert, BF Rec Center Theater
December 1, Tuesday, 7 PM, BFHS Band Concert, BF Rec Center Theater
December 7, Monday, 6:30 PM BFMS Chorus Concert for 6, 7, & 8th Grades
December 18, Friday, TBD, BF Elementary Concert for K-4th Grades

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 24, 2026 7:00 PM
Made in America - Alliance Brass
A celebration of 250 years of American music styles fitting our diverse country.
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 17, 2026 2:00 PM Matinee
Garth Brooks Tribute
Stunning tribute to the greatest music in the 90’s country era..
                                           

Here is What You May Have Missed!

Here is What’s Next! You Don’t Want to Miss!
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WEATHER HAT CO.
Custom and Handcrafted Hats

EST. 1912

Jack Scholl
Craftsman

(605) 645 - 1654
519 Grant St. Belle Fourche

Our Internet Address: www.stongelivestock.com E-mail: stonge@rushmore.com
PHONES: 1-800-249-1995 • 605-642-2200 • FAX 605-642-7628

 ST. ONGE LIVESTOCK Now Broadcasts our Sales live on the internet at WWW.CATTLEUSA.COM

We appreciate your business. Call any one of us any time if you have stock to sell. We are glad to come to your ranch.
Justin Tupper ~ Cattle Yards Manager

605-680-0259 
Brooke Tupper ~ Office Mgr. 605-642-2200
Doug Dietterle ~ Auctioneer 605-788-2963

Tim Tetrault ~ Fieldman: 605-642-9792 •  
605-641-0328

Ray Pepin ~ Fieldman: 605-892-5072

Scott Crowser ~ Fieldman: 605-645-2654
JL Driskill  ~ Fieldman: 307-660-5422

Cody Tupper ~ 605-569-3589

NEWELL SHEEP YARDSNEWELL SHEEP YARDS
611 S Dartmouth Ave

Newell, SD 57760
1-800-409-4149 • 605-456-2348 

FAX: 605-456-2436
 Barney Barnes  Sheep Yards 

Mgr. - 605-641-2333
Auctioneer: Casey Humble  

605-490-9829

 Fieldman : Gilbert Wood  
605-456-2400 
605-641-7100

 Fieldman : Dustin Vining  
605-354-9966

2026 CATTLE SALES
Wednesday, October 28th – Spring Calf Special – Noon
Friday, October 30th – Spring Calf Special Featuring Hereford Influence
Saturday, October 31st – Bred Cow & Weigh Up Special
Wednesday, November 4th – Last Wednesday Spring Calf Special – Noon
Friday, November 6th – Spring Calf Special Featuring Red Angus Influence
Saturday, November 7th – Bred Hfr & Cow & Weigh Up Special
Friday, November 13th – Spring Calf Special 
Saturday, November 14th – Bred Hfr & Cow & Weigh Up Special
Friday, November 20th – Spring Calf Special 
Saturday, November 21st – Bred Hfr & Cow & Weigh Up Special
Saturday, November 28th – Annual Thanksgiving Bred Heifer & Stock Cow Special
December 4th – Spring Calf Special – Selling All Classes Of Cattle
December 11th – Bred Hfr & Cow Special – Selling All Classes Of Cattle
December 18th – Spring Calf & Bred Cow Special – Last Sale Of 2026
Thank You To All Our Consignors & Buyers For Your Business!

Looking for Help at the Newell Sheep Yards on 
Wednesdays & Thursdays every week.  
Please call Barney at 605-641-2333 or  

Justin at 605-680-0259.

2026 SHEEP SALES
October 29th – Replacement Ewe Special – Selling All Classes Of Sheep & Goats
November 5th - Feeder Lamb Special – Selling All Classes Of Sheep & Goats
November 12th – Regular Sheep Sale – Selling All Classes Of Sheep & Goats
November 19th – Replacement Ewe & Feeder Lamb Special – Selling All Classes Of Sheep & Goats
November 26th – No Sale – Happy Thanksgiving!
December 3rd – Regular Sheep Sale – Selling All Classes Of Sheep & Goats
December 10th – Replacement Ewe & Feeder Lamb Special – Selling All Classes Of Sheep & Goats
December 17th – Regular Sheep Sale – Selling All Classes Of Sheep & Goats – Last Sale Of 2026!

NEWELL SHEEP YARDS
OCTOBER 22, 2026

FEEDER LAMB SPECIAL
Expecting 1500 To 2000 Feeder Lambs - 1:00 PM

FEEDER LAMBS
Blue Mountain Sheep – 600 Lambs – 75#

Keith Franke – 300 Lambs – 80#
Bo Chapman – 250 Wth Lambs – 80#
Bo Chapman – 100 Ewe Lambs – 85#

PLUS MORE BY SALE TIME!
Please Have Animals In By 10:00 AM

So They Can All Be Weighed Before The Sale!

Watch Our Sales Live On Cattleusa!

Sheep Report - Thursday, October 8, 2026
Lamb Market Sure $10 To $20 Higher
Slaughter Ewes Sold $15 Higher

NEXT SALE - OCT 22nd -  FEEDER LAMB SPECIAL - Selling All Classes of Sheep 
& Goats
EXPECTING 1500 TO 2000 HD OF FEEDER LAMBS

Animals should be here by 10:00 AM so they can be weighed before the sale
Thank you for your business! 

Feeder Lambs
Anderson, Clint, Lodgepole, SD .....................139 .....Lamb ..................... 79 .........$ 355.00
Dale Edwards Inc, Broadus, MT .....................96 .......Lamb ..................... 52 .........$ 395.00
Dale Edwards Inc, Broadus, MT .....................389 .....Lamb ..................... 70 .........$ 359.00
Dale Edwards Inc, Broadus,, MT ....................77 .......Lamb ..................... 93 .........$ 323.00
Erk Ranch, Newell, SD  ..................................74 .......Lamb ..................... 63 .........$ 354.00
Erk Ranch, Newell, SD ...................................203 .....Lamb ..................... 87 .........$ 343.00
Feldman, Chad Or Rebecca, Oral, SD ..........42 .......Lamb ..................... 62 .........$ 365.00
Gress, Trevor, Ludlow, SD ...............................80 .......Lamb ...................101 .........$ 291.00
Johnson, Duane, Newell, SD ..........................37 .......Lamb ...................105 .........$ 305.00
Kling, Ed, Nisland, SD .....................................29 .......Lamb ..................... 95 .........$ 304.00
Lemke, Phoebe, Dupree, SD ..........................31 .......Lamb ..................... 77 .........$ 367.00
Matthews, Max, Bison, SD .............................19 .......Lamb ..................... 69 .........$ 370.00
Matthews, Max, Bison, SD .............................107 .....Lamb ..................... 84 .........$ 356.00
Niemi, David & Roxi, Buffalo, SD ....................63 .......Lamb ..................... 75 .........$ 347.00
Orwick, Jack Or Cindy, Newell, SD ................113 .....Lamb ..................... 60 .........$ 380.00
Orwick, Jack Or Cindy, Newell, SD ................580 .....Lamb ..................... 81 .........$ 358.00
Orwick, Jack Or Cindy, Newell, SD ................115 .....Lamb ..................... 93 .........$ 341.00
Reichert, Ross, Sturgis, SD ............................34 .......Lamb ..................... 63 .........$ 351.00
Reichert, Ross, Sturgis, SD ............................100 .....Lamb ..................... 84 .........$ 344.00
Williams, Dennis & Grace, Moorcroft, WY .....18 .......Lamb ..................... 53 .........$ 413.00
Replacement Ewes - Sold By The Head
Atkinson, Jd, Mills, WY ....................................45 .......Yrlg ......................121 .........$ 320.00
Ploeger, Melissa, Baker, MT ............................12 .......2-4yr ....................220 .........$ 345.00
Wilkinson, Jim, Reva, SD ................................19 .......6yr ........................159 .........$ 252.50
Anderson, Clint, Lodgepole, SD .....................45 .......Sld........................156 .........$ 240.00
Slaughter Ewes
Anderson, Clint, Lodgepole, SD .....................11 .......K Ewe ..................125 .........$ 124.00
Braun, Elizabeth, Newell, SD ..........................6 .........K Ewe ..................154 .........$ 139.10
Gotfredson Elm Creek Ranch, Newell, SD ....27 .......K Ewe ..................176 .........$ 143.00
Gotfredson Elm Creek Ranch, Newell, SD ....70 .......K Ewe ..................206 .........$ 141.00
Gotfredson Elm Creek Ranch, Newell, SD ....20 .......K Ewe ..................156 .........$ 124.00
Matthews, Max, Bison, SD .............................6 .........K Ewe ..................161 .........$ 139.10
Matthews, Max, Bison, SD .............................21 .......K Ewe ..................150 .........$ 124.00
Myers, Dally, Mud Butte, SD ...........................7 .........K Ewe ..................154 .........$ 139.10
Niemi, David & Roxi, Buffalo, SD ....................11 .......K Ewe ..................175 .........$ 130.00
Polensky, Larry, Flasher, ND ...........................14 .......K Ewe ..................147 .........$ 139.10
Polensky, Larry, Flasher, ND ...........................9 .........K Ewe ..................178 .........$ 130.00
Tj Livestock & Equipment, Douglas, WY .......53 .......K Ewe ..................146 .........$ 139.10
Tj Livestock & Equipment, Douglas, WY .......10 .......K Ewe ..................155 .........$ 130.00
Tj Livestock & Equipment, Douglas, WY .......32 .......K Ewe ..................131 .........$ 124.00
Vaughn, Randy, Newell, SD ............................9 .........K Ewe ..................178 .........$ 130.00

St Onge Livestock has a receiving station for the Gillette Area every Thursday.  It is on 
Northern Drive in Gillette.  Call Doug Miller at 307-660-0960 to let him know what is 
coming.  You can unload all day every Thursday until 3 pm.  You pay receiving station 
fee of $3 per head & $2.50/cwt for trucking.  You can also call Justin Tupper at 605-680-

0259 & he can let them know your cattle are coming also.
THE BROADUS RECEIVING STATION IS TAKING CATTLE EVERY THURSDAY FOR OUR 

SALES ON FRIDAY.  You can drop your cattle off every Thursday by 3pm. You pay receiving 
station fee of $3 per head & $2.50/cwt for trucking.  For more information, call Tyler 
or Brandy Escott at 406-421-5579 or 406-951-1666 or Justin Tupper at 605-680-0259.

Attention to all sheep & goat producers: It is required that every male & female animal over the age of 12 
months have a scrapies tag in place to sell.  These tags can be obtained by the producer for FREE by 
calling 1-866-873-2824.  If they come to the sale barn without being tagged, you will be charged $5/hd 

for our vet to do them.  Please call us if you have any questions.

Video Auction Time is Coming up very, quickly - If  you are 
considering filming your Calves or Yearlings for Fall Delivery 

Contact Us For Your Video Marketing Needs

We are reps for 
SUPERIOR LIVESTOCK AUCTION

Cattle Report - Friday, October 16, 2026
Just Over 5000 Hd Today - Done Before 5 PM
Market Was Fully Steady To Higher

NEXT SALES - WEDNESDAY OCT 21st - SPRING CALF SPECIAL - 1 PM
                        FRIDAY, OCT 16th - SPRING CALF & YEARLING SPECIAL - 9 AM 
                        SATURDAY, OCT 17th - WEIGH UP SALE - 9 AM
                        WEDNESDAY OCT 28th - SPRING CALF SPECIAL - 12:00 NOON

Thank you for Marketing with St Onge Livestock! 

YRLGS
Double H Ranch, Ashland, MT ............................62 ...Herf ... Strs .............900 ......  $341.00 
Hay Creek Surface Llc, Wright, WY ....................11 ...Bbld ... Hfrs .............781 ......  $338.00 
Owens, Tom, Baker, MT .......................................12 ...Red ... Hfrs .............950 ......  $312.00 
Owens, Tom, Baker, MT .......................................45 ...Bbld ... Hfrs .............915 ......  $319.00 
Rypkema Family Ranching Llc, Hermosa, SD ...12 ...Blk ..... Hfrs .............1067 ....  $277.00 
Xl Ranch, Lame Deer, MT ...................................71 ...Bbld ... Hfrs .............874 ......  $329.00 
Xl Ranch, Lame Deer, MT ...................................35 ...B/R .... Hfrs .............789 ......  $340.00  
SPRING CALVES
Kudlock Ranch, Belle Fourche, SD .....................60 ...Bbld ... Strs .............558 ......  $450.00 
Kudlock Ranch, Belle Fourche, SD .....................24 ...B/R .... Strs .............445 ......  $531.00 
Duprel, Jason & Nellie ,  Newell, SD ...................99 ...B/R .... Strs .............603 ......  $425.00 
Duprel, Jason & Nellie ,  Newell, SD ...................77 ...Bbld ... Strs .............538 ......  $462.00 
Duprel, Jason & Nellie ,  Newell, SD ...................10 ...Blk ..... Strs .............417 ......  $560.00 
Lindsey Ranch, Newell, SD ...............................103 ...Blk ..... Strs .............541 ......  $464.00 
Lindsey Ranch, Newell, SD .................................32 ...Blk ..... Strs .............454 ......  $535.00 
Aldren, Jon Or Heidi, Whitewood, SD .................32 ...B/R .... Strs .............605 ......  $418.00 
Aldren, Jon Or Heidi, Whitewood, SD .................34 ...Blk ..... Hfrs .............581 ......  $384.00 
Aldren, Jon Or Heidi, Whitewood, SD .................53 ...B/R .... Strs .............523 ......  $467.50 
Aldren, Jon Or Heidi, Whitewood, SD .................52 ...Bbld ... Hfrs .............492 ......  $439.00 
Aldren, Jon Or Heidi, Whitewood, SD .................12 ...Blk ..... Strs .............403 ......  $577.00 
Aldren, Jon Or Heidi, Whitewood, SD .................14 ...Bbld ... Hfrs .............388 ......  $507.50 
Bauer, Bradley Or Rhonda, Union Center, SD ....96 ...Blk ..... Hfrs .............607 ......  $444.00 
Bauer, Bradley Or Rhonda, Union Center, SD ....45 ...Bld ..... Hfrs .............578 ......  $415.00 
Bauer, Bradley Or Rhonda, Union Center, SD ....27 ...Bbld ... Hfrs .............527 ......  $427.00 
Behrens Ranch Llc, Hermosa, SD ......................25 ...Bbld ... Strs .............537 ......  $464.00 
Behrens Ranch Llc, Hermosa, SD ......................15 ...Blk ..... Hfrs .............489 ......  $431.00 
Behrens Ranch Llc, Hermosa, SD ......................11 ...Blk ..... Strs .............448 ......  $542.50 
Borchgrevink Livestock, Belle Fourche, SD ........53 ...B/R .... Strs .............586 ......  $430.50 
Borchgrevink Livestock, Belle Fourche, SD ........21 ...B/R .... Hfrs .............533 ......  $420.00 
Burke Cattle Co, Belle Fourche, SD ....................49 ...Bbld ... Strs .............614 ......  $407.00 
Burke Cattle Co, Belle Fourche, SD ....................33 ...Bbld ... Hfrs .............565 ......  $413.00 
Carson Trust, Waylon, Arvada, WY ....................11 ...Bbld ... Strs .............456 ......  $530.00 
Carson Trust, Waylon, Arvada, WY ....................13 ...Blk ..... Hfrs .............414 ......  $477.50 
Conzelman, Steve, Gillette, WY...........................13 ...Bbld ... Strs .............466 ......  $505.00 
Crago, Chet, Belle Fourche, SD ..........................24 ...Bbld ... Strs .............556 ......  $450.00 
Crago, Chet, Belle Fourche, SD ..........................15 ...Bbld ... Strs .............466 ......  $514.00 
Crago, Ralph, St Onge, SD..................................11 ...Blk ..... Strs .............414 ......  $545.00 
Cranston, Ivan & Jennifer, Moorcroft, WY ...........19 ...B/R .... Strs .............457 ......  $493.00 
Crowley, Randy & Or Trisha, Gillette, WY ...........24 ...Red ... Strs .............530 ......  $460.00 
Crowley, Randy & Or Trisha, Gillette, WY ...........21 ...B/R .... Hfrs .............502 ......  $429.00 
Dooley, Frank, Custer, SD ....................................24 ...Bbld ... Hfrs .............643 ......  $373.00 
Dooley, Frank, Custer, SD ....................................14 ...Blk ..... Strs .............636 ......  $408.00 
Eatherton & Darin James Bowe,  
Chermeya, Upton, WY .........................................61 ...B/R .... Strs .............508 ......  $475.00 
Eatherton & Darin James Bowe,  
Chermeya, Upton, WY .........................................67 ...Bbld ... Hfrs .............495 ......  $431.00 
Eatherton & Darin James Bowe,  
Chermeya, Upton, WY .........................................25 ...Bbld ... Hfrs .............406 ......  $502.50 
Eatherton & Darin James Bowe,  
Chermeya, Upton, WY .........................................17 ...B/R .... Strs .............401 ......  $559.00 
Edwards, Linda, Gillette, WY ...............................43 ...Bbld ... Strs .............500 ......  $486.00 
Edwards, Linda, Gillette, WY ...............................37 ...Blk ..... Strs .............435 ......  $555.00 
Ehrler, Daniel Ray Or Janine Rae, Recluse, WY 24 ...Blk ..... Strs .............532 ......  $470.00 
Ehrler, Daniel Ray Or Janine Rae, Recluse, WY 15 ...Bbld ... Hfrs .............511 ......  $434.00 
Gantz, Joe,  Alva, WY ..........................................81 ...Blk ..... Strs .............593 ......  $436.00 
Gantz, Joe,  Alva, WY ..........................................87 ...Blk ..... Hfrs .............553 ......  $434.00 
Gantz, Joe,  Alva, WY ..........................................21 ...Blk ..... Strs .............497 ......  $500.00 
Garman, Wayne Or Dixie, Sundance, WY .........31 ...Blk ..... Strs .............689 ......  $392.00 
Garman, Wayne Or Dixie, Sundance, WY .........28 ...Blk ..... Hfrs .............631 ......  $385.00 
Geier Family Trust, Osage, WY ...........................20 ...Bbld ... Hfrs .............482 ......  $439.00 
Geier Family Trust, Osage, WY ...........................22 ...Bbld ... Strs .............480 ......  $497.00 
Geier Family Trust, Osage, WY ...........................46 ...Bbld ... Strs .............475 ......  $510.00 
Geier Family Trust, Osage, WY ...........................40 ...Bbld ... Hfrs .............473 ......  $439.00 
Geier Family Trust, Osage, WY ...........................12 ...Bbld ... Hfrs .............388 ......  $493.00 
Gregersen, Dennis, Gillette, WY .........................12 ...B/R .... Strs .............479 ......  $480.00 
Grieves Ranch (Chuck Grieves), Newcastle, WY 23 ...Blk ..... Hfrs ..............638 ........ $376.00 
Grieves Ranch (Chuck Grieves), Newcastle, WY 23 ...Bbld ... Strs ..............635 ........ $414.00 
Grieves Ranch (Chuck Grieves), Newcastle, WY 10 ...B/R .... Strs ..............590 ........ $428.00 
Grieves Ranch (Chuck Grieves), Newcastle, WY 18 ...Bbld ... Hfrs ..............526 ........ $432.00 
Grubbs, Maureen, Upton, WY .............................43 ...Blk ..... Strs .............539 ......  $460.00 
Grubbs, Maureen, Upton, WY .............................30 ...Blk ..... Hfrs .............490 ......  $439.00 
H Crown Ranch Llc, Hulett, WY ..........................14 ...B/R .... Strs .............583 ......  $430.00 
H Crown Ranch Llc, Hulett, WY ..........................24 ...B/R .... Strs .............414 ......  $572.50 
H Crown Ranch Llc, Hulett, WY ..........................21 ...Bbld ... Hfrs .............396 ......  $492.50 
Hendrickson, Roy, Caputa, SD ............................13 ...Blk ..... Strs .............446 ......  $535.00 
Henwood, Robert, Lacey Or Charlie,  
Belle Fourche, SD ................................................42 ...Rrbl.... Strs .............648 ......  $401.00 
Henwood, Robert, Lacey Or Charlie,  
Belle Fourche, SD ................................................16 ...Rrbl.... Strs .............539 ......  $435.00 
Henwood, Robert, Lacey Or Charlie, 
Belle Fourche, SD ................................................17 ...Rrbl.... Hfrs .............497 ......  $420.00 
J J Smeenk Ranch Llc, Newell, SD .....................38 ...B/R .... Strs .............443 ......  $545.00 
Johnson, Troy, St Onge, SD .................................60 ...Bbld ... Strs .............590 ......  $434.50 
Johnson, Troy, St Onge, SD ...............................112 ...Bbld ... Strs .............588 ......  $439.25 
Johnson, Troy, St Onge, SD .................................80 ...Bbld ... Strs .............511 ......  $487.00 
Johnson, Troy, St Onge, SD .................................19 ...Blk ..... Strs .............427 ......  $565.00 
K-C Ranch, Vale, SD............................................37 ...B/R .... Strs .............581 ......  $427.00 
K-C Ranch, Vale, SD............................................44 ...Bbld ... Strs .............497 ......  $492.50 
K-C Ranch, Vale, SD............................................40 ...Blk ..... Hfrs .............483 ......  $436.00 
K-C Ranch, Vale, SD............................................29 ...B/R .... Strs .............425 ......  $555.00 
Kirk, A Myles, Custer, SD .....................................22 ...B/R .... Strs .............622 ......  $408.00 
Kirk, A Myles, Custer, SD .....................................17 ...B/R .... Strs .............529 ......  $470.00 
Koch, Victoria & Randall, Sundance, WY .............3 ...Blk ..... Hfrs .............433 ......  $450.00 
Lane, April, Nisland, SD .......................................24 ...Blk ..... Strs .............584 ......  $430.50 
Lane, April, Nisland, SD .......................................27 ...Blk ..... Hfrs .............552 ......  $412.00 
Lane, April, Nisland, SD .......................................17 ...Blk ..... Strs .............450 ......  $534.00 
Lane, April, Nisland, SD .......................................21 ...Blk ..... Hfrs .............420 ......  $477.00 
Op Bar Ranch Llp, St Onge, SD ..........................81 ...Herf ... Strs .............579 ......  $435.00 
Op Bar Ranch Llp, St Onge, SD ..........................14 ...B/R .... Strs .............494 ......  $453.00 
Patten Ranch Co, Broadus, MT ........................111 ...Blk ..... Strs .............437 ......  $564.00 
Patten Ranch Co, Broadus, MT ..........................42 ...Blk ..... Strs .............350 ......  $670.00 
Peters, Henry (Toby)Or Connie, Sturgis, SD ......23 ...B/R .... Strs .............556 ......  $427.00 
Peters, Henry (Toby)Or Connie, Sturgis, SD ......11 ...B/R .... Hfrs .............544 ......  $383.00 
Rantapaa, Justin, Deadwood, SD .......................28 ...Bbld ... Strs .............629 ......  $408.00 
Rantapaa, Justin, Deadwood, SD .......................12 ...Bbld ... Hfrs .............554 ......  $406.00 
Rantapaa, Justin, Deadwood, SD .......................29 ...Bbld ... Strs .............520 ......  $470.00 
Rantapaa, Justin, Deadwood, SD .......................36 ...Bbld ... Hfrs .............467 ......  $462.00 
Riesland Family & Phillips Family, Newcastle, WY 12 ...Blk ..... Strs ..............482 ........ $480.00 
Roush, Dustin J Or Stetson J, Gillette, WY .........11 ...B/R .... Strs .............551 ......  $441.00 
Schlup, Marlon & Lois, Douglas, WY ..................72 ...Bbld ... Strs .............498 ......  $490.00 
Schlup, Marlon & Lois, Douglas, WY ..................51 ...Bbld ... Hfrs .............470 ......  $450.00 
Schlup, Marlon & Lois, Douglas, WY ..................25 ...Blk ..... Strs .............403 ......  $581.00 
Schlup, Marlon & Lois, Douglas, WY ..................14 ...Blk ..... Hfrs .............371 ......  $530.00 
Scofield, Jim, Belle Fourche, SD .........................14 ...Blk ..... Strs .............691 ......  $389.00 
Seeley, Parker, Sundance, WY ............................40 ...Bbld ... Strs .............499 ......  $494.00 

OCTOBER 21, 2026
SPRING CALF SPECIAL

1:00 PM – SPRING CALVES 
BT-Branding Time Shots   PC-PreCondition Shots   DF-Drug Free   BV-Bangs Vaccinated 

NI- No Implants
CALVES
Rolph Ranch – 550 Blk & Char Strs & Hfrs – 400-500# - Bt, Pc
Charles & Alina Waples – 300 Blk Strs & Hfrs – 475 – Bt, Pc, Ni, 

Poured
Justin & Heidi Williams – 150 Char & Blk Strs & Hfrs – 500-600# -  

Bt, Pc
Benny Bechand – 135 Blk Strs & Hfrs – 400-500# - Bt, Pc
Paugh Inc – 100 Char Strs & Hfrs – 475-575# - Bt, Pc
Lynn Jesperson – 100 Blk Strs - 475-575# - Bt, Pc
Bobby Spellman – 100 Blk & Bldy Hfrs – 400-500# - Bt, Ni
Ry O’connor – 100 Blk Strs & Hfrs – 425-525# - Bt, Pc
Rich & Sherry Kokesh – 90 Blk Strs & Hfrs – 500-550# - Bt, Pc, Ni
Evans Ranch – 60 Blk Strs & Hfrs – 500-600# - Bt, Pc 
Hal Bowles – 43 Blk Strs & Hfrs – 500-550# - Bt, Pc
C & M Partnership – 40 Blk Strs & Hfrs – 300-400# - Bt, Pc

PLUS MORE BY SALE TIME!

OCTOBER 23, 2026
SPRING CALF & YRLG SPECIAL

9:00 AM – YRLGS FOLLOWED BY SPRING CALVES 
BT-Branding Time Shots   PC-PreCondition Shots   DF-Drug Free   BV-Bangs Vaccinated 

NI- No Implants
CALVES
Daly Livestock – 525 Blk & Red Hfrs – 375-475# - Bt, Pc, Ni
Harkin & Murphy – 325 Blk Strs & Hfrs – 475-600# - Bt, Pc
Kudlock Ranch – 300 Blk Hfrs – 475-575# - Bt, Pc
Rbj Ranch – 270 Blk Strs & Hfrs – 500-600# - Bt, Pc, Ni
Dale & Karl Knutson – 250 Blk & Bldy Strs – 450-525# - Bt, Pc
Boylan Ranch – 235 Blk Strs & Hfrs – 350-450# - Bt, Pc
Popma Ranch – 235 Blk Strs & Hfrs – 450-575# - Bt, Pc
Lyle, Heath & Dale Sprague – 200 Blk Strs & Hfrs- 500-600# - Bt, Pc
Lester Phillippi – 160 Blk Strs – 500-550# - Bt, Pc, Ni, Poured
Watsabaugh Land & Livestock – 150 Blk Strs & Hfrs – 525-550# - Bt, 

Ni, All Nat
Podzimek Ranch – 150 Blk Strs & Hfrs – 350-450# - Bt, Pc 
Ba Cattle – 145 Blk & Bldy Strs & Hfrs – 475-525# - Bt, Pc
Steve Kleinsauser – 125 Blk & Blkwf Strs & Hfrs – 500-550# Bt Pc Ni 
Ryan Xz Ranch – 120 Blk Hfrs – 525-550# - Bt, Pc, Ni
Wilson Nyquist – 105 Blk Moslty Hfrs – 500-580# - Bt, Pc, Ni,  

No Hfrs Kept
Elliott & Miller – 100 Blk & Bldy Strs & Hfrs – 450-550# - Bt, Pc
Ted & John Elgin – 85 Blk Mostly Hfrs – 375-475# - Bt, Pc, Ni
Ronny & Brenden Casteel – 80 Blk Strs – 500-550# - Bt, Pc, Ni, 

Poured, Wnd 70 Days
Randy Tinnell – 70 Blk Strs & Hfrs – 550-600# - Bt, Pc, Ni, Poured
Brian Turbiville – 65 Mostly Blk Strs & Hfrs – 450-550# - Bt, Pc, Ni, 

Poured
Randy Oliver – 60 Blk Strs – 650-700# - Bt, Pc, Ni, Wnd 75 Days
Foothills Ranch -60 Blk Strs – 550-600# - Bt, Pc
Spring On Hill Ranch – 60 Blk Strs & Hfrs – 450-550# - Bt, Pc
Justin Langley – 50 Blk Few Red Moslty Strs – 450-500# - Bt, Pc
Engesser Ranch – 50 Blk Strs & Hfrs – 500-550# - Bt, Pc, Ni
Wolf Ranch – 40 Blk Bldy Strs – 550-600# - Bt, Pc, Poured
George Meisner – 30 Blk & Bldy Strs & Hfrs – 500-600# - Bt, Pc, Ni
Jeff & Cheryl Kline- 27 Blk Strs & Hfrs – 525-575# - Bt, Pc, Ni, Df
 Chuck & Mary Crago – 15 Blk Strs & Hfrs – 500-550# - Bt, Pc, Ni

PLUS MORE BY SALE TIME!

OCTOBER 24, 2026
WEIGH UP SPECIAL

9:00 AM – WEIGH UPS   12:00 NOON – BRED COWS

Sigman, Bryce Or Sandra, Sturgis, SD ...............15 ...Blk ..... Strs .............449 ......  $532.50 
Sigman, Bryce Or Sandra, Sturgis, SD ...............19 ...Blk ..... Hfrs .............433 ......  $490.00 
Simons, Sully Or Debbie, Beulah, WY ................36 ...Blk ..... Strs .............412 ......  $576.00 
Simons, Sully Or Debbie, Beulah, WY ................23 ...Blk ..... Hfrs .............378 ......  $530.00 
Smith Ranch , Broadus, MT ..............................101 ...Blk ..... Strs .............576 ......  $433.00 
Smith Ranch , Broadus, MT ................................46 ...Blk ..... Strs .............575 ......  $427.00 
Smith Ranch , Broadus, MT ................................23 ...Blk ..... Strs .............505 ......  $485.00 
Spellman, Bobby Joe Or Rebecca Jo,  
Buffalo, WY ...........................................................32 ...Blk ..... Strs .............492 ......  $487.50 
Spellman, Bobby Joe Or Rebecca Jo,  
Buffalo, WY ...........................................................11 ...Bbld ... Strs .............425 ......  $485.00 
Spellman, Bobby Joe Or Rebecca Jo,  
Buffalo, WY ...........................................................72 ...Bbld ... Strs .............401 ......  $576.00 
Spellman, Bobby Joe Or Rebecca Jo,  
Buffalo, WY ...........................................................11 ...Bbld ... Strs .............300 ......  $625.00 
Telsrow, Richard Or Charlotte, Aladdin, WY .......21 ...Bbld ... Strs .............566 ......  $445.00 
Telsrow, Richard Or Charlotte, Aladdin, WY .......10 ...Bbld ... Hfrs .............502 ......  $419.00 
Tetrault Ranch Trust, St Onge, SD ......................27 ...Red ... Strs .............528 ......  $455.00 
Tope, Brian Or Anita, Rozet, WY .........................22 ...B/R .... Strs .............552 ......  $445.00 
Wood, Lorna M, Devils Tower, WY ......................27 ...Bbld ... Strs .............544 ......  $448.00 
Wood, Lorna M, Devils Tower, WY ......................24 ...Bbld ... Hfrs .............544 ......  $385.00 
Wood, Lorna M, Devils Tower, WY ......................12 ...Bbld ... Hfrs .............465 ......  $450.00 
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GARAGE DOORS

Free
Estimates

Belle
Fourche

Sales / Installation / Service / Residential / Commercial
Need a new door? Old door need repair? Call:

605-569-2397

Shannon L Rolando

1407 5th Avenue
Belle Fourche, SD 57717

Bus. 605-569-7979  Fax 855-221-2509
shannon.rolando@edwardjones.com
edwardjones.com/shannon-rolando

Black Hills Vision Care
“Keeping Your Future in Focus”

605-892-2020
1830 5th Avenue Belle Fourche

 
Optometrist
Dr. Heidi Nash

Opticians
Steve Jewett
December White
 

IRRIGATION PROS

SPRINKLER SYSTEMS
AND LANDSCAPING

Fast, Friendly Service!
DOUGLAS PETRE

605.580.1807

FREE ESTIMATES
•Sprinkler Systems
   Installation &
   Maintainence
•Landscaping
•Retaining Walls 

PO Box 721
Belle Fourche SD, 57717

DirtWorks@norcell.us

2111 5th Ave Belle Fourche, SD 57717
(605) 892-2120

Phil Kissack
Registered Representative

“Beef magazine cover art”
Oil

Website:
www.MickHarrison.com

Email: mickart@mickharrison.com

Mailing Address:
Mick Harrison Paintings

PO Box 457 
Belle Fourche, SD 57717

Mick Harrison

PINE’S EDGE MINI BARNS LLC

19060 US HWY 85
BELLE FOURCHE, SD

605-723-5952

Design your own!

WITH 3D
BUILDER!
FREE DELIVERY

CLOSED TUESDAYS

Many Styles to Ch�se Fr�

Shannon L Rolando

1407 5th Avenue
Belle Fourche, SD 57717

Bus. 605-569-7979  Fax 855-221-2509
shannon.rolando@edwardjones.com
edwardjones.com/shannon-rolando



Ad in the October 22, 1926 Belle Fourche Daily Post
Concert by local singer Margaret Brander for the build proj-

ect for the Methodist church. 
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by Mary BuchholzLooking Back in Belle
-- These articles come from newpaper microfilm 

from the Belle Fourche Public library, using a new microfilm reader and printer.  The photographs are 
from the Tri-State Museum and are from the Belle Fourche History published in 1988, pages 32

Wells Plumbing
 & Supplies 

605-892-2613•1700 5th Avenue
8-5 Monday-Friday

8-12 Saturday - Closed Sunday

Woodford Iowa 
yard hydrants

Winning Combination

(In stock) Model Y34 & Y12,000’ Rolls

Poly Pipe
1”, 1 1/4” 1 1/2”, & 2" in stock

C
H
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Shawn D. Stinton, D.C.
Stinton Chiropractic Clinic, P.C.

517 Grant Street
Belle Fourche, SD 57717
(605) 892-4909

“Consider chiropractic care first.”

SUBSCRIBE TO THE BEACON  $52
PO Box 576, Belle Fourche, SD 57717
Your Consideration is Appreciated!

SEPTIC SYSTEMS - BASEMENTS - DUMP TRUCK

BENJAMIN CHENEY
605-569-6151

No job too small!
REDWATEREXCAVATING@NORCELL.US

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED - FREE ESTIMATES!

Integrity Meats

Delivery Available
We can Meat your needs!

404 Industrial St Belle Fourche
(605) 892-6215

Erin L. Melling
Attorney at Law
Licensed in SD, ND, and MT

Aaron W. Roseland
Attorney at Law

Licensed in SD and ND

South Dakota Office:
1409 5th Ave.

Belle Fourche, SD 57717
Phone: (605) 723-1659

Email: mrlawpc@mrlawp.net 

North Dakota Office:
602 Adams Ave., Suite 1

Hettinger, ND 58639
Phone: (701) 567-2418
Fax: (701) 567-4290

Email: mrlawpc@mrlawp.net 
        100 years 
   Northwest Post  
October 21, 1926
BORGLUM VISITED THE 

CITY At the noon luncheon 
of the Commercial club last 
Friday, Gutzon Borglum, the 
noted sculptor, was a guest of 
honor. Following the luncheon 
Mr. Borglum gave a brief 
address, outlining his plans for 
carving the figures of Wash-
ington, Lincoln, and Roosevelt 
on Rushmore Mountain, and 
suggested the manner in which 
he expected to finance the proj-
ect. Black Hills people will be 
asked to subscribe $25,000 for 
the preliminary work another 
$25,000 is to be raised else-
where in the state, while the 
principal sum, aggregating a 
half million dollars will come 
from all parts of the country. 
Mr. Borglum is a fluent talker 
and seems to think that the 
project will be completed. 

A BELLE FOURCHE 
ARTIST  Our own little city 
has given to the world of 
music an artist, whose voice is 
now attracting the attention of 
Chicago. 

She grew up among the girls 
of our school, attended the 
Vermillion University, after 
which course in music she 
took up her chosen work under 
special training at Chicago. 
Today her voice and talent is 
welcome among the circles of 
famous musical expression.  At 
Hinsdale, Illinois, among the 
high class music lovers she has 
proven a favorite. Her presence 
among the large Masonic gath-
erings is a token of favor. Over 
the air from the Drake Hotel 
station at Chicago, her voice 
carries to the joy of radio music 
lovers.  

 Belle Fourche ought to be, 
and is rightly proud of her 
gift to the music world. Belle 
Fourche will have a real treat 
next Friday night at the Meth-
odist church.  Miss Margaret 
Brandner, our own artist, will 
give a complete recital, aided 
by a splendid violinist, Jack 
Mager.  Come as early as 7:30 
to obtain a good seat. 

         75 years ago 
The Belle Fourche Post,    
   September 30, 1951
Broncs Take Easy 20-0 

Win at Pierre  Belle Fourche 
high school Broncs had little 
difficulty with Pierre last night.  
They trimmed the Governors 
20-0, scoring a touchdown in 
every quarter on the Pierre field. 
Belle scored almost at will, and 
the Broncs all but smothered 
the Pierre attack.  Only  in the 
final quarter, when Coach Clar 
Lilevjen was making liberal use 
of reserves, did Pierre manage 
to threaten.  The Broncs opened 
their attack early in the game 
when Kenny Amen took the 
Pierre kick on the Belle 20 and 
raced to Pierre’s 25. Then on a 
series of short drives the Broncs 
scored. The Broncs attempted 
one pass – Amen to Penford for 
15 yards – in the first half and 
completed it.  On the first play 
of the final quarter Tom Broad-
hurst cracked thru the line to 
score. Pete Predgeon kicked the 
extra point to make it 20-0.  

SENATE APPROVES IN-
COME TAX BOOST  Washing-
ton, Sept. 28 – The senate has 
approved personal income tax 
increases amounting to 11 per 
cent for most taxpayers.  The in-
crease were approved by voice 
vpte after members rejected a 
substitute bill to knock out eh 
income-splitting benefits now 
allowed married taxpayers. The 
proposal by Democratic Senator 
Hubert Humphery of Minnesota 
to knock those benefits out of 
the 5 ½ billions dollars tax hike 
bill was rejected 62 to 14.  The 
house bill carries 12 ½ per cent 
increase in the tax payments of 
taxpayers in nearly all brackets. 
The senate finance committee 
trimmed this to 11 percent for 
single taxpayers with incomes 
up to about $27,000 a year and 
married pay 60% making up to 
$32,000.

Belle Fourche Livestock 
Sales Again Top 10,000 Mark  
For the second consecutive 
week more than 10,000 head of 
livestock has been crowded thru 
the pits at the Belle Fourche 
Livestock Exchange – stock 

valued at well over a half-mil-
lion dollars.  Tuesday’s sale saw 
almost 9000 sheep sold, and on 
Thursday 2500 head of cattle 
changed hands.  The cattle mar-
ket in all classes was somewhat 
lower than the week before, 
with cows topping at $29.10, 
bulls selling at $27.10. Practical 
top on yearling steers was $37, 
and top on yearling heifers was 
$34.  Top price for ewe lambs at 
Tuesday’s sale was $40. Among 
the market topping ewes were 
132 head consigned by Clar-
ence Davis, Belle Fourche. 
They weighed 10,410 pounds, 
sold at $40.  

50 years ago 
The Belle Fourche Post   
October 22, 1976  
 Higher Loan Rate Ap-

plies on ’76-77 Crops  The 
Butte-Lawrence ASCS office 
announced this week that higher 
loan rates for 1977 crop wheat 
and feed grains would also be 
immediately applicable to 1976 
crops.  The loan rate for both 
Butte and Lawrence counties 
for wheat is raised from $1.39 
to $2.14 per bushel. The corn 
loan rate of $1.17 is now $1.42 
per bushel. The soybean loan 
rate remain at $2.39 per bushel. 

Estate Expert To Speak Ag 
Forum  The agricultural Forum 
to be held Thursday Oct. 28 at 
Rapid City for area ranchers, 
farmers and their spouses could 
be one of the most important 
agricultural meeting of the year.  
Charles T. Undlin, president 
of the First National Bank of 
the Black Hills said this week. 
“There are two features during 
the forum that should be of 
major interest to all persons in 
the agricultural field.  One is the 
discussion by Neil Harl of Iowa 
State University who is rec-
ognized as one of the nation’s 
most knowledgeable persons on 
farm-ranch estate and business 
planning. The other feature is a 
panel of ranchers and others in 
the agri-business industry who 
will discuss current agricultural 
problems affecting this area. We 
look forward to both sessions as 
having information of value to 
those attending the meeting.”   



SUBSCRIBE TO THE 
BEACON

$52 online or local

www.bellefourchebeacon.com
PO Box 576, Belle Fourche, SD 57717

Your Consideration is Appreciated!

Rep. Dusty Johnson
Weekly Column

Send us your News 
and Photos!

News@BelleFourcheBeacon.com

114 S. Main Ave. Ste B-4 Sioux Falls, SD 57104  605-413-3177   
 www.thedakotascout.com  

   The Dakota Scout, a journal of South Dakota politics, government and culture that features journalism from veteran reporters 
Jonathan Ellis and Joe Sneve. Newsletters can be sent directly to your inbox and you can receive the state’s top political podcast - The 
Scouting Report.  Look it up today.

   The Dakota Scout is a South Dakota owned, sourced and printed independent operation co-founded by Ellis and Sneve. Togeth-
er, they have more than 30 years of combined experience in South Dakota journalism that have earned them reputations as dogged 
reporters who’ve not lost touch with their neighbors’ sensibilities. Be in the Know!

   Stay on top of what’s happening at the state Capitol in Pierre and around the state with breaking news, investigative reporting and 
a constant drumbeat of information about the world around you.Capitol Building Pierre, SD

Wed. October 21, 2026Belle Fourche Beacon B-4B-4

Jonathan Ellis & Joe Sneve  “Dakota Scout Journalism”

Medicare 
advice you 
can trust
Here to help you 
with your Medicare 
decisions.

CONTACT ME TODAY

W-2022541 09/23 Y0156_WMCoopPrtAdIASDV2_C FVNR 1023

Kerbi Bowden
605-892-2306 ext 103
35 5th Ave
Belle Fourche, SD
kbowden@fedts.com

Keller Williams Realty Black Hills
(605) 210-1162

email: alank@kw.com

Licensed in SD & WY
https://www.bhhomeandland.com

Alan Kindsfater 
Broker Associate

501 Grant Street Belle Fourche, SD  

(605) 717-3210
SuperiorWaterSD.com

your local water experts

•  WATER
    CONDITIONING

•  SOFTENERS

•  FILTERS

•  RO'S

•  SALT

10979 US Highway 85 Belle Fourche • (605) 892-2503

HAVE A TERRIFIC TUESDAY!! 
 

Prime Rib every
Friday & Saturday 

ready at 5:00!

Daily Drink Specials

Coldest beer in town

Full bar and wine list

High quality
beef and chicken

Full service
catering Restaurant 
with seating for 110

Event equipment 
rental
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Join us M-F
11 am-1 pm

BINGO - October 6  & November 3  | Branding Iron | Doors Open 6pm - Balls Roll 7pmth rd
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GO TO RANCHANDFARMAUCTIONS.COM FOR
MORE INFORMATION, PHOTOS, SOIL MAPS AND TERMS. 

RANCHANDFARMAUCTIONS .COM

LAND  AUCTION
160 AC± | 1 TRACT | MEADE CO, SD

ONLINE ONLY AT
RANCHANDFARMAUCTIONS.COM

AUCTION DATE: 10/29/26 BIDDING ENDS AT: 2 PM MT
AUCTION HELD AT: ONLINE ONLY

Ranch & Farm Auctions, LLC  LIC15136 | Broker, Jason R Schendt SD LIC #16828 | Cody Lowderman 
Auc Lic RE17883 | Ashley Kurtenbach, Whitetail Properties Agent/Land Specialist, 605.201.9333

Wells Plumbing & Supplies 

8-5 Monday-Friday
8-12 Saturday
Closed Sunday 605-892-2613 | 1700 5th Avenue

Hastings Livestock Poly & 
Galvenized Water Tanks in Stock

“Serving the tri-State area Since 1935”

“The Cattlemen’s Market - Where buyers & sellers come together with confidence!”

18662 Livestock Road • Belle Fourche,  SD 57717 • www.bellefourchelivestock.com

Toll Free: 800-894-8684

Office: 605-892-2655

Fax: 605-892-3142

TRAVIS LINCH

 – OWNER – 

CELL - 605-892-5951

OFFICE - 605-892-2655

JADE HARPER 
Auctioneer: 605-515-0337
COLLIN GIBBS 
Auctioneer: 406-939-0645
DAN PIROUTEK 
Market Rep: 605-544-3316 
BRIAN SCHMIDT 
Yard Foreman: 605-569-0114

SHANE MOKE - 605-641-7961

TYLER GAER - 605-222-9513

JOHN HENRY BEARDSLEY -  

406-853-4938

BRETT LOUGHLIN - 605-210-0615

MIKE GREENOUGH - 307-620-2597

BEN GREENOUGH - 307-620-5553

FIELDMEN

SCOTT ANDERSON - 406-351-1844

TREVOR GARMAN - 605-892-5972

BRIAN SCHMIDT - 605-569-0114

KYLE HODGSKISS - 406-781-2846

UPCOMING SALE SCHEDULE
October 22, 2026 ...................................................................SPRING CALF SPECIAL
October 23, 2026 ........................................................................WEIGH-UP SPECIAL
October 29, 2026 ...................................................................SPRING CALF SPECIAL
October 30, 2026 ...............................................BRED COW & WEIGH-UP SPECIAL
November 5, 2026 ...............................................................................CALF SPECIAL
November 6, 2026 .....................................................................WEIGH-UP SPECIAL
November 12, 2026 .............................................................................CALF SPECIAL
November 13, 2026 ..........................................BRED COW & WEIGH-UP SPECIAL
November 19, 2026 .............................................................................CALF SPECIAL
November 20, 2026 ...................................................................WEIGH-UP SPECIAL
November 23, 2026 ..........................MONDAY ANNUAL THANKSGIVING SALE-  
........................................................................................ COW & BRED HFR SPECIAL

Market Report - Thursday, October 15th, 2026
THANK YOU FOR YOUR BUSINESS!

RECEIVING STATIONS

Broadus,MT 
Travis Linch | 605-892-5951

Ekalaka,MT 
Travis Linch | 605-892-5951 

Dave Williams | 406-975-6805

Forsyth,MT 
Scott Anderson | 406-351-1844

Jordan,MT 
Jason Bollinger | 406-690-8344

Wyoming 
Mike Greenough | 307-620-2597

High Plains Commodities Offices
Belle Fourche Livestock Market, LLC.

Stop in or Call 1-800-888-1432
Kim Kling - Kem Kjerstad

CALVES ..............................................QTY  .. DESC ............................. AVGWT ......BID .................  $/HEAD 
Mckee Properties Llc, Deadwood SD 25 ...... Black-Str Pc  ......................759 ........382.00 ............. $2,898.61 
Kurt Collins, Broadus MT ....................112..... Black-Str Pc Bt ...................677 ........397.50 ............. $2,691.64 
..............................................................32 ...... Black-Str Pc Bt ...................575 ........431.00 ............. $2,480.27 
Lacy Williams, Broadus MT ................98 ...... Bwf-Str Pc Bt ......................600 ........429.00 ............. $2,574.21 
..............................................................58 ...... Bwf-Str Pc Bt ......................507 ........496.00 ............. $2,514.20 
..............................................................102 .... Blk/Bwf-Hfr Pc Bt ...............574 ........426.00 ............. $2,444.07 
..............................................................60 ...... Blk/Bwf-Hfr Pc Bt ...............482 ........476.00 ............. $2,294.32 
Joe & Jane Burke, Newell SD ............97 ...... Blk/Bwf-Cow Pc Bt.............606 ........420.00 ............. $2,545.11 
..............................................................101 .... Black-Str Pc Bt ...................535 ........468.00 ............. $2,502.64 
T Milliron Livestock Inc, Rozet WY .....120 .... Black-Str Pc  ......................569 ........449.00 ............. $2,552.93 
..............................................................15 ...... Black-Str Pc  ......................466 ........524.00 ............. $2,443.58 
J.j. Or Cathy Landa, Boyes MT ..........90 ...... Blk/Bwf-Str Pc ....................604 ........413.50 ............. $2,496.85 
..............................................................40 ...... Blk/Bwf-Str Pc  ...................543 ........446.00 ............. $2,419.55 
..............................................................73 ...... Blk/Bwf-Hfr Pc  ...................545 ........412.50 ............. $2,248.40 
Brian Or Lesley Park, Alzada MT .......34 ...... Blk/Bwf-Str Pc Bt ...............604 ........415.50 ............. $2,510.71 
..............................................................28 ...... Blk/Bwf-Str Pc Bt ...............603 ........415.50 ............. $2,506.35 
..............................................................68 ...... Black-Hfr Pc Bt ..................566 ........412.50 ............. $2,335.78 
Riley Ranch, Spearfish SD .................111 ..... Black-Str Pc Bt ...................542 ........472.00 ............. $2,559.64 
..............................................................43 ...... Black-Str Pc Bt ...................458 ........542.00 ............. $2,479.96 
..............................................................80 ...... Black-Hfr Pc Bt ..................493 ........446.50 ............. $2,201.52 
..............................................................15 ...... Black-Hfr Pc Bt ..................414 ........500.00 ............. $2,071.66 
Haiar Enterprise Inc, Spearfish SD ....82 ...... Blk/Bwf-Str Pc Bt ...............595 ........418.00 ............. $2,487.10 
..............................................................30 ...... Black-Str Pc Bt ...................485 ........498.00 ............. $2,415.30 
Thomas J Barbour, Gillette WY ..........75 ...... Black-Str Pc Bt ...................606 ........412.50 ............. $2,500.30 
..............................................................23 ...... Black-Str Pc Bt ...................470 ........521.00 ............. $2,450.96 
..............................................................79 ...... Black-Hfr Pc B ...................553 ........405.50 ............. $2,244.36 
Tom Or Lela Bowen, Newell SD .........45 ...... Black-Str Pc Bt ...................616 ........412.00 ............. $2,536.08 
..............................................................11 ....... Black-Str Pc Bt ...................478 ........493.00 ............. $2,355.19 
Darrell & Ethan Hohn, Deadwood SD 37 ...... Black-Str Pc Bt ...................648 ........409.00 ............. $2,650.76 
..............................................................25 ...... Black-Hfr Pc Bt ..................579 ........384.00 ............. $2,222.59 
Gladson Family Trust, Gillette WY......99 ...... Black-Str Pc .......................573 ........435.00 ............. $2,492.24 
..............................................................11 ....... Black-Str Pc .......................443 ........541.00 ............. $2,395.15 
Troy Or Marylou Gladson,  
Gillette WY ...........................................23 ...... Blk/Bwf-Str Pc ....................591 ........418.50 ............. $2,474.60 
Tl Burch Ranch Llc, Colony WY .........57 ...... Black-Str Pc Bt ...................527 ........469.00 ............. $2,470.88 
Rafter Diamond Llp, Buffalo SD .........100 .... Black-Hfr Pc  ......................613 ........432.50 ............. $2,652.95 
..............................................................100 .... Black-Hfr Pc  ......................616 ........432.50 ............. $2,663.76 
..............................................................78 ...... Black-Hfr Pc  ......................528 ........435.00 ............. $2,298.52 
Garrett & Paul Winkler, Newell SD .....108 .... Black-Str Pc Bt ...................556 ........441.50 ............. $2,453.39 
..............................................................50 ...... Black-Str Pc Bt ...................478 ........512.00 ............. $2,446.84 
..............................................................122 .... Black-Hfr Pc Bt ..................528 ........411.50 ............. $2,174.03 
..............................................................41 ...... Black-Hfr Pc Bt ..................439 ........471.00 ............. $2,067.80 
Robert Arpan, Alzada MT ....................41 ...... Blk/Bwf-Str Pc Bt ...............548 ........450.00 ............. $2,464.02 
..............................................................11 ....... Blk/Bwf-Str Pc Bt ...............413 ........561.00 ............. $2,315.40 
..............................................................39 ...... Blk/Bwf-Hfr Pc Bt ...............517 ........403.00 ............. $2,083.20 
Jesse Or Nastel Dean, Upton WY ......31 ...... Blk/Bwf-Str Pc Bt ...............550 ........450.00 ............. $2,473.54 
..............................................................11 ....... Black-Str Pc Bt ...................465 ........507.50 ............. $2,359.87 
Tom Barry, Ekalaka MT .......................46 ...... Black-Str Pc  ......................473 ........511.00 ............. $2,417.25 
..............................................................12 ...... Black-Str Pc  ......................650 ........407.00 ............. $2,645.50 
..............................................................43 ...... Black-Hfr Pc  ......................444 ........475.50 ............. $2,112.65 
Lester Aye, Broadus MT .....................44 ...... Blk/Bwf-Str Pc Bt ...............629 ........413.00 ............. $2,597.20 
..............................................................24 ...... Blk/Bwf-Str Pc Bt ...............552 ........449.00 ............. $2,476.98 
..............................................................32 ...... Blk/Bwf-Hfr Pc Bt ...............567 ........375.00 ............. $2,126.36 
David Cadwell, Alzada MT ..................56 ...... Black-Str Bt Bt ....................526 ........475.00 ............. $2,499.68 
..............................................................11 ....... Black-Str Bt  .......................401 ........585.00 ............. $2,345.31 
..............................................................35 ...... Black-Hfr Bt  .......................479 ........421.00 ............. $2,016.59 
Matthew Stiegelmeier, Otter MT .........85 ...... Black-Str Bt  .......................468 ........511.00 ............. $2,389.07 
..............................................................36 ...... Black-Str Bt  .......................396 ........587.50 ............. $2,323.88 
..............................................................25 ...... Black-Hfr Bt  .......................393 ........495.00 ............. $1,947.33 
Michael Pittman, Belle Fourche ..........17 ...... Black-Str Pc Bt ...................544 ........431.00 ............. $2,345.14 
..............................................................21 ...... Blk/Bwf-Hfr Pc Bt ...............523 ........411.00 ............. $2,147.96 
Lyle Or Angela Wetz, Vale SD ............32 ...... Rd/Blk-Str Pc Bt .................537 ........426.00 ............. $2,286.42 
..............................................................37 ...... Blk/Bwf-Hfr Pc Bt ...............494 ........418.00 ............. $2,064.58 
Tom Andrews, Biddle MT ....................27 ...... Black-Str Pc Bt ...................487 ........497.50 ............. $2,422.08 
Kelvin Or Donna Kennedy,  
Upton WY ............................................52 ...... Black-Str Pc Bt ...................459 ........532.00 ............. $2,441.57 
..............................................................29 ...... Black-Str Pc Bt ...................404 ........597.50 ............. $2,412.66 
John Boetker, Rapid City SD ..............21 ...... Black-Str Pc Bt ...................621 ........413.00 ............. $2,566.50 
..............................................................14 ...... Black-Hfr Pc Bt ..................577 ........379.00 ............. $2,186.01 
Consignment From SD .......................58 ...... Black-Str Pc Bt ...................632 ........413.00 ............. $2,611.15 
Lance & Cassedy Marshall,  
Sundance WY .....................................21 ...... Blk/Bwf-Str Pc Bt ...............558 ........431.00 ............. $2,404.36 
..............................................................20 ...... Blk/Bwf-Hfr Pc Bt ...............540 ........375.00 ............. $2,024.06 

**ATTENTION ON-LINE BUYERS**
ON-LINE BUYERS REGISTRATION MUST BE COMPLETED BY 

WEDNESDAY NOON PRIOR TO SALE DAY.

CATTLE USA
Sales broadcast live on www.cattleusa.com.

WEIGH-UP SPECIAL

OCTOBER 23, 2026
START TIME: 9:OO AM

Troy Lynch, Newcastle WY .................77 ...... Black-Str Pc Bt ...................539 ........474.50 ............. $2,559.21 
..............................................................15 ...... Black-Str Pc Bt ...................467 ........512.50 ............. $2,391.66 
..............................................................84 ...... Black-Hfr Pc Bt ..................490 ........435.00 ............. $2,131.75 
Wes Or Lisa Steppler,  
Culbertson MT .....................................77 ...... Black-Str Pc Bt ...................508 ........504.00 ............. $2,561.23 
..............................................................16 ...... Black-Str Pc Bt ...................426 ........565.00 ............. $2,406.54 
..............................................................23 ...... Black-Hfr Pc Bt ..................412 ........513.00 ............. $2,114.45 
Eraclio/ Misty/ Triston/ Mart,  
Edgemont S .........................................49 ...... Black-Str Pc Bt ...................577 ........423.00 ............. $2,442.17 
..............................................................19 ...... Rd/Blk-Str Pc Bt .................460 ........520.00 ............. $2,393.36 
..............................................................33 ...... Black-Hfr Pc Bt ..................553 ........372.00 ............. $2,057.27 
..............................................................11 ....... Blk/Bwf-Hfr Pc Bt ...............407 ........512.50 ............. $2,087.27 
John Vassar, Billings MT .....................31 ...... Black-Str Pc Bt ...................603 ........412.00 ............. $2,484.62 
..............................................................9 ........ Black-Hfr Pc Bt ..................533 ........409.00 ............. $2,179.06 
Anne Gergen, Broadus MT .................41 ...... Black-Str Pc Bt ...................543 ........445.00 ............. $2,414.39 
..............................................................18 ...... Black-Str Pc Bt ...................468 ........475.00 ............. $2,221.94 
Patten Cattle Co, Biddle MT ...............36 ...... Black-Str Bt  .......................587 ........425.00 ............. $2,493.92 
..............................................................10 ...... Black-Str Bt ........................501 ........457.00 ............. $2,289.57 
..............................................................36 ...... Black-Hfr Bt ........................518 ........424.00 ............. $2,195.37 
Two Tone Cattle Co, Spearfish SD .....82 ...... Black-Str Pc Bt ...................646 ........407.50 ............. $2,634.33 
..............................................................18 ...... Black-Str Pc Bt ...................563 ........423.00 ............. $2,380.55 
Lonesome Pine Ranch Llc,  
Aladdin WY ..........................................29 ...... Black-Str Bt  .......................540 ........437.00 ............. $2,358.29 
..............................................................14 ...... Black-Str Bt  .......................473 ........480.00 ............. $2,269.71 
Zack & Bonnie Jo Jay, Hulett WY .......18 ...... Rd/Blk-Str Pc  ....................558 ........441.00 ............. $2,461.02 
..............................................................14 ...... Blk/Bwf-Hfr Pc B, ...............506 ........413.00 ............. $2,090.07 
Johnson Sheep & Cattle Ll,  
Belle Fourche S ...................................34 ...... Black-Str Pc  ......................509 ........473.00 ............. $2,408.12 
..............................................................26 ...... Black-Hfr Pc  ......................478 ........424.00 ............. $2,027.04 
Trey Horman, Belle Fourche SD ........10 ...... Black-Str Pc Bt ...................621 ........410.00 ............. $2,544.05 
..............................................................9 ........ Black-Hfr Pc Bt ..................588 ........376.00 ............. $2,212.13 
Mt Frye Ranch Llc, Ekalaka MT .........39 ...... Black-Str Pc .......................531 ........475.00 ............. $2,521.76 
Ray Bogner, Boyes MT .......................11 ....... Blk/Bwf-Str Pc Bt, ..............589 ........407.00 ............. $2,397.60 
Ray Bogner, Boyes MT .......................23 ...... Blk/Bwf-Hfr Pc Bt ...............533 ........407.50 ............. $2,170.38 
Doug & Janice Persche,  
Belle Fourche SD ................................6 ........ Black-Str Pc Bt ...................565 ........430.00 ............. $2,429.50 
..............................................................7 ........ Black-Hfr Pc Bt ..................509 ........424.00 ............. $2,159.37 
Tyler Medearis, Plevna MT .................51 ...... Black-Str Pc Bt ...................551 ........446.00 ............. $2,458.24 
..............................................................45 ...... Black-Hfr Pc Bt ..................526 ........415.00 ............. $2,182.43 
Keith Ranch Co, Ekalaka MT .............120 .... Blk/Bwf-Str Pc Bt ...............545 ........449.50 ............. $2,449.21 
..............................................................38 ...... Blk/Bwf-Str Pc Bt ...............461 ........521.00 ............. $2,401.39 
..............................................................142 .... Blk/Bwf-Hfr Pc Bt ...............482 ........434.25 ............. $2,094.95 
..............................................................20 ...... Blk/Bwf-Hfr Pc Bt ...............400 ........516.00 ............. $2,065.29 
Yearlings ...............................................................................................................................................................
Marjorie Knobloch, Birney MT ............41 ...... Black-Yrlng Str ..................1017 .......319.00 ............. $3,245.24 
..............................................................33 ...... Red-Yrlng Str .....................989 ........327.00 ............. $3,234.32 
Greg Williams Ranch Inc,  
Ekalaka MT ..........................................62 ...... Blk/Bwf-Yrlng Str ................898 ........346.00 ............. $3,106.74 
Rod Schaffer From MT .......................20 ...... Black-Yrlg Hfr  ....................879 ........321.00 ............. $2,821.59 

SPRING CALF SPECIAL
OCTOBER 22, 2026

YEARLINGS @ 8AM MT, & CALVES TO FOLLOW
CALVES

DAVE & TREVOR GARMAN -SD
700 BLK MXD CLVS

400-475#, BT,PC,NI,POURED
STACK ROCK INC-MT

300 BLK STR CLVS
450-550#, BT,NI

SWENSON OPERATING LLC -WY
300 RED MXD CLVS

550-650#, BT,PC
SCHWEIGERT RANCH INC-MT

275 CHAR CROSS MXD CLVS
550-650#, BT,PC

DAVID PETER & DAN 
MARLENE -MT

270 BLK MXD CLVS
500-550#, BT,PC

BALLOU ANGUS RANCH -WY
250 BLK MXD CLVS

500-550#, BT,PC,NI,POURED
GARMAN BROS -SD

225 BLK MXD CLVS
400-475#, BT,PC,NI,POURED

ROBERT ARNDT -WY
200 BLK MXD CLVS

450-550#, BT,NI
DICK JESSE-MT

150 BLK MXD CLVS
550#, BT,PC

GAER RANCH -SD
150 BLK/BWF STR CLVS
500-600#, BT,PC,POURED

JACK & CINDY ORWICK -SD
125 CHAR MXD CLVS

600-650#, BT,PC
TIM & BERNARD BARNAUD -SD

125 BLK MXD CLVS
500-600#, BT,PC

DAN DAVIS -SD
120 BLK/BWF MOSTLY STRS

550-600#, PC,NI
K & D LIVESTOCK -MT

110 BLK STR CLVS
575-600#, BT,PC,NI,POURED

PAT BURKE -SD
105 BLK/BWF STR CLVS

500-550#, BT,PC,NI
WAGNER TRUST -WY

103 BLK MXD CLVS
525-575#, BT,PC,BANDED

ALLAN & JAN LOYD
100 BLK STR CLVS, 500-550#

BT,PC,NI,POURED,KNIFE 
CUT,NO BRANDS

LUKE EARLY -MT
95 BLK/BWF HFRS, 600#

BT,DF,NI,REPLACEMENT QUALITY
ROMO BROS -MT
95 BLK MXD CLVS

500-550#, BT,PC,NI,POURED
TODD FAMILY -WY
85 BLK MOSTLY STRS

500-600#, BT,PC,NI
SPOTTED MULE RANCH -SD

75 BLK MXD CLVS
450-500#, BT,PC,NI,POURED

PERINO RANCH -WY
75 BLK/CHAR HFR CLVS

400-500#, BT,PC,NI
GERRY ECKERT -SD

60 BLK MXD CLVS
500#, BT,PC,POURED
LARSON FAMILY 

PARTNERSHIP -SD
60 BLK STR CLVS, 600-650#

BT,PC,NI,POURED
DARLA DUNNING -MT

50 BLK STR CLVS, 600-625#
BT,PC,NI,POURED

ROSS DELZER -SD
50 BLK/CHAR MXD CLVS

450-550#, BT,PC,NI,POURED
DAN BRUNSON -WY

30 BLK HFR CLVS
500#, BT

JADE BLACKWELL-SD
30 BLK/BWF STR CLVS

550-600#, BT,PC,NI
JOHNIE RIDINGER-WY

30 BLK MXD CLVS
550-600#, BT,PC,NI,POURED

GARRETT BORGIALLI - WY
25 BLK MXD CLVS, 575-625#

PC,NI,POURED,FULL 
MINERAL PROGRAM
RON STARKEY -SD

20 BLK MXD CLVS
450-550#, BT,PC,NI
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You Have Big Plans For  A New Home. 
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* APR= Current Annual Percentage Rate may change due to loan fees. Rates subject to change without notice. Members with existing vehicle 
loans qualify for bundling discount. Rate increase to 5.24% APR with no bundled loan.  **Mortgage loans are subject to credit approval. 
Membership eligibility is required. A variety of rates and terms are available. Contact us for current rates. Highmark Credit Union is federally 
insured by the NCUA. 
NMLS #416700

Bundle & Save Money With Our  
Construction Loan Special
• Special 4.99% APR* available now (with qualified
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• Interest-only payments during the construction phase
• Quick,	local	decisions	from	people	who	live	here	too
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for your Construction Loan online at 
hhttttppss::////wwwwww..hhiigghhmmaarrkkffccuu..ccoomm//ppeerrssoonnaall//bboorrrrooww//mmoorrttggaaggee--llooaannss

Home Const Belle Fourche 4x6.indd   1Home Const Belle Fourche 4x6.indd   1 3/23/2026  
11:47 AM



By John Newby

Can Local Businesses Compete in the AI Age?

Wed. October 21, 2026Belle Fourche Beacon C-3

   The Dakota Scout, a journal of South Dakota politics, government and culture that features journalism 
from veteran reporters Jonathan Ellis and Joe Sneve. Newsletters can be sent directly to your inbox and 
you can receive the state’s top political podcast - The Scouting Report.  Look it up today.
  

Jonathan Ellis &
 Joe Sneve

     The Dakota Scout is a South Dakota owned, sourced and printed independent operation co-founded by Ellis and Sneve. Together, they 
have more than 30 years of combined experience in South Dakota journalism that have earned them reputations as dogged reporters who’ve 
not lost touch with their neighbors’ sensibilities. Be in the Know!
   Stay on top of what’s happening at the state Capitol in Pierre and around the state with breaking news, investigative reporting and a constant 
drumbeat of information about the world around you.          www.thedakotascout.com  • www.facebook.com/TheDakotaScout 

Church; Newby

Deepak Chopra once 
said, “All great changes 
are preceded by chaos.” A 
few years ago I wrote in 
this space about whether 
local businesses could 
compete in the digital age. 
I urged owners to upgrade their 
websites, check their Google 
listings and answer every email. 
That advice still matters. But I 
must be honest, the ground has 
shifted again, and this time it is 
moving faster than anything I 
have seen.

Welcome to the AI age.  Con-
sider how quickly this arrived. 
A few years ago, most of us had 
never heard of ChatGPT. Last 
October, its maker reported more 
than 800 million people using it 
every week.1 That is not a fad. 
That is a new front door to com-
merce, and many of our local 
businesses have not noticed the 
door is now open.

Here is the number that should 
get every Main Street owner’s 
attention. A year ago, about 6% 
of American consumers said 
they used ChatGPT or similar 
AI tools to find local businesses. 
This year, that figure jumped to 
45%.2 Nearly half of your po-
tential customers are now asking 
a machine where to eat, who to 
call about a leaky roof, or which 
shop carries what they need. If 
the machine does not know you, 
it cannot recommend you.

Online shopping tells the same 
story. During the 2025 holiday 
season, traffic arriving at Ameri-
can retail websites from AI tools 
grew by roughly 693% over the 
year before.3 Meanwhile, when 
Google places an AI summary at 
the top of a search, people click 
through to a website about 8% 
of the time, compared with about 

What I will not do is sugar-
coat the stakes. In the digital 
age, businesses that ignored the 
internet faded slowly. In the AI 
age, the fading will happen fast-
er, because the tools customers 
use to choose are changing in 
months, not decades. Reviews 
matter more than ever, too. 
About 82% of consumers say 
they read summaries of reviews 
written by AI.2 Whatever your 
customers have said about you 
is being boiled down into a 
few sentences for every new 
prospect.

Here is the bright side for 
Main Street. AI tools work 
from what they can find. Own-
ers who keep accurate hours, 
current photos, fresh reviews 
and clear descriptions of what 
they sell give these systems 
something real to work with. 
Your authenticity, your local 
knowledge and your personal 
service are exactly what a na-
tional chain cannot fake. AI can 
help you write the newsletter, 
answer the late-night question 
and draft the social post, freeing 
you to take care of people face 
to face.

So here is your assignment. 
In the next 24 hours, open two 
or three free AI assistants, such 
as ChatGPT, Claude, or Google 
Gemini and type what a cus-
tomer would ask: “best place 
for [what you sell] near [your 
town].” See if you show up. If 
you do not, update your online 
listings tomorrow.  The passive 
will be left behind. Let’s make 
sure our communities 

John A. Newby, a Chamber 
CEO, Publisher & Media Exec-
utive, Business Owner, Consul-
tant & International Speaker 
is the author of the “Building 
Main Street, Not Wall Street” 
a column dedicated to helping 
local businesses & communi-
ties build stronger foundations 
allowing them to thrive in a 
world where local is lost to 
Wall Street interests. His email 
is john@truly-local.org

15% when no summary 
appears.4 The old play-
book of building a website 
and hoping people find it is 
losing power.

Now, the good news. 
Small businesses are not 

standing still. The U.S. Chamber 
of Commerce found that 58% of 
small businesses used generative 
AI in 2025, up from just 23% 
two years earlier.5 Better yet, 
82% of those businesses using 
AI grew their workforce over 
the past year.5 For all the talk of 
robots taking jobs, the businesses 
using these tools are hiring.

But there is a worrisome gap. 
Census Bureau data shows about 
37% of firms with 250 or more 
employees use AI to produce 
their goods and services, while 
fewer than 20% of firms with 
four or fewer employees do.6 
Worse, use climbed among 
larger firms between December 
and May but stayed flat among 
the smallest.

 6 Big box chains and national 
franchises have entire depart-
ments working on this. The 
family hardware store has the 
owner, working late, wondering 
where to even start.

If that describes you, you are 
not behind because you lack 
talent or grit. You are behind 
because you have been busy 
running a business, keeping the 
lights on and taking care of your 
people. That is honorable work. 
A recent survey of more than 
1,200 small business owners 
found that 76% use AI in some 
form, yet only 14% have it built 
into their core operations, and 
73% said they would benefit 
from more training and support.7 
Your neighbors are wrestling 
with the same questions you are.

“Building Main Street, not Wall Street”

BLACK HILLS GOSPEL ASSEMBLY
1/2 Mile east on Hwy 34

210-1374
Kenny Riley, pastor

Sunday: 1 p.m.
Friday: 7:30 p.m.

CHRISTIAN LIFE CENTER
2020 Vista St

892-4767
Dan Carlson, Pastor
Paul Howard, Pastor
Sunday Schedule:

Long Term Care Service 8:45 a.m.
Sunday School: All ages 9:30 a.m.

Fellowship Hour: 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship Service: 10:30 a.m.

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST
OF LATTER DAY SAINTS

1105 Todd St.
 Rick McCartney, Bishop

Sunday: 10 a.m. Sacrament Meeting
Sunday School:

1st & 3rd Sundays, 11 a.m.
Priesthood Meeting, Relief Society,

Young Men and Young Women:
11 a.m. 2nd & 4th Sundays

CONNECTION CHURCH (SBC)
613 Sixth ave., Belle Fourche

(605)-210-2150
Pastor Stephen Carson

Worship Pastor Ashton Rone
Sunday Worship: 8:30 or 10:15 am

EMMANUEL BAPTIST
10913 Sourdough Road

Belle Fourche, SD 
Andy Anderson, Pastor

9am Sunday School 
10am Sunday Morning Worship

Men’s Bible Study 10am Wednesday
Women’s Bible Study Tuesday 9am.
Friday Evening Celebrate Recovery 

6:30PM
website: ebcbf.org

FIRST BAPTIST
807 8th Ave. 892-4178

Pastor Tim Smith
Sunday: Sunday School - 9:15am

Morning Worship - 10:30am
Wednesday: Salt and Light Youth - 

Kindergarten -12th grade
5:00pm Soup & Sandwich

5:30pm - Salt and Light

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL UCC
892-3402

www.bfsoucc.org
717 Jackson St. Sunday:
9:35 a.m. Sunday School

10 a.m. Worship

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
901 Laurel St. Whitewood

(605)-920-1959
Reverand Jill Jennewein
Sunday: 9 a.m. Worship

10:30 a.m. Adult & Teen Bible Study

Area Church Schedules
10:30 a.m. Children’s Sunday School
GLOBAL METHODIST CHURCH

Pastor Sheri Fadley
1804 7th Ave. Belle Fourche

605-892-2405
Worship: Sunday 10:30 am - FB Live

Sunday School 9:30 am
Small Groups & Studies

schedule online at
www.bellefourchegmc.com

LANDMARK MISSIONARY
BAPTIST CHURCH

(ABA) · 2.2 miles east on Hwy 34
723-1092

Sunday: 10 a.m. worship service

NEW COVENANT PCA
1120 North Fifth Street, Spearfish

 642-1122
Luke Bluhm, Pastor

Sunday: 10 a.m. Worship Service

NEWELL CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP CHURCH

308 4th Street, Newell SD, 57760
605-456-2544

Sunday Worship Service: 10:00am

NISLAND INDEPENDENT
COMMUNITY CHURCH

On Hwy 212 in Nisland
(605) 257-2356

Sunday School: 9:30 a.m.
Worship: 10:45 a.m.

NORTHERN HILLS
CHURCH OF CHRIST

5 miles South of Belle Fourche
on Hwy 85
642-7167

Calvin Chapman - Int. Minister
Sunday: 9:30 a.m. Bible Class
10:30 a.m. Praise & Worship

Wednesday: 6:30 p.m. Bible Class

NORTH POINT CHRISTIAN
CHURCH

10959 Kellem Lane, Spearfish
3 Sun. Services: 8, 9:30 & 11am

PRAIRIE HOME CHURCH
1701 Hwy 212, Newell

Sunday School: 10 a.m.
Worship: 11 a.m.

RANGELAND MINISTRIES
CHURCH
Alzada, MT

Sunday: Worship: 10:00am
Mark Leverington, Lay Pastor

RED WATER CHURCH OF CHRIST
Belle Fourche Rec Center

Sun: 9:30-12:30.
Contact: Nathan Thompson

605 569-3057
Sermons: fightintheshade

SALVATION ARMY OF THE
NORTHERN HILLS

120 Ryan Rd., Spearfish
605-642-0924

Envoys: Tim and Peggy North
Sunday: 9:45 a.m.

Sunday School: 11 a.m.
Worship Nursery available

Wednesday: 6:30 p.m.,
Learning and Discovery Study

SPEARFISH ADVENTIST® CHURCH
290 W Highway 14

Pastor Darren Purdy and
Pastor Marveen Gentillon

Join Us This Saturday
Morning Prayer:    9:00am
Sabbath School:   9:30am
Worship Service:  10:45am

Bible Study-Tuesday:  6:00pm

SPEARFISH UNITED CHURCH OF 
CHRIST (CONGREGATIONAL)

920 N Main Street, Spearfish
Sunday Service 10 a.m. in person

and on Facebook.
Pastor Randy Hedge

605-642-8253

ST. JAMES EPISCOPAL
6th and Roundup

892-2446
The Rev. Evelyn Weaver

The Rev. Sandy Williams, Priests Deacon 
Rev. Mike Weaver

Sunday: 10 a.m. Holy Eucharist   

ST. JAMES LUTHERAN
1100 Stanley Street

Open for in-house worship
Sunday Worship 10:AM with coffee 

fellowship following the service.
 Watch live-streamed services:

www.sjlcbellefourche.org
Wednesday at 5:55 PM during

the school year.
Watch our Sunday service

live on Facebook.

ST. ONGE UNITED
CHURCH OF CHRIST

Sunday School and Worship
at 8:30 a.m.

www.bfsoucc.org

ST. PAUL CATHOLIC CHURCH
855 5th Ave.

Father Kevin Achbach, Pastor
Father Max Vetch, Pastor

 Mass Times:
Sunday Mass: 9:00 a.m.

Daily Mass: Tues. & Thurs. 12:15 p.m.
Confessions available one hour

before all Masses

SUMMIT OPEN BIBLE
FELLOWSHIP

Seventh and Summit
892-4630 or 892-4389

Pastor Rick and Diane Brennan
Sunday: 10 a.m. Worship

Kidz Church Immediately Following
Wednesday: September - May

6:30 p.m. Adult Bible Study
Kidz Alive (Kindergarten - 6th Grade)

VALE COMMUNITY COUNTRY
CHURCH

Pastor Darla Dunn
402 Rosander St. Vale SD 57788

Service Sunday: 10 a.m.
605-210-0512  

RANDY’S TIRE & LUBE
420 5TH AVE. • BELLE FOURCHE, SD 57717

Sponsored by:

(605) 892-6331 www.randystireandlube.com

Lorem ipsum

• Sprinkler Turn Ons,
Blowouts, Repair and Installs

• Mowing • Spraying
• Small Landscaping

• Snow Removal and More

ggtlawnservice@yahoo.com
P.O. Box 327, Belle Fourche, SD

Office  605-723-1899

Serving Belle Fourche and the surrounding area for over 15 years.

BUY 1/3 LB 
GET 1/3 LB FREE!

In-person 
only

One coupon 
per 

customer

Good thru 
9/15/26 

CHOCOLATE
COUPON

Only at

Tue, Wed, Fri 9-3 • Thurs 9-5 • Sat 9-4
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Letter to the Editor:

Contd. C5  Butte County Commission

IM-SERIES PLASTIC SEPTIC TANKS
A revolutionary improvement in plastic tank design, offering 
exceptional strength comparable to concrete tanks.
Suitable for use as septic tanks, pump/trash tanks, cisterns
or rainwater (non-potable) storage/harvesting tanks.

1700 5TH AVENUE | BELLE FOURCHE, SD | 605-892-2613
MONDAY - FRIDAY 8AM - 5PM  |  SATURDAY 8AM - 12PM | CLOSED SUNDAY

Wells
Supply

500, 1000, 1500 • 1 or 2 compartment stock

Capitol News
Karen Odell

It‘s been a 
week of nice 
fall weather at 
Capitol and on 
Tie Creek.

Bruce and 
Lynn Gustafson had a busy 
week. On Monday, Lynn trave-
led to Buffalo for a rehab ap-
pointment for her knee. They 
both traveled to the Hills for 
some doctor‘s appointments 
during the week. 

  On Wednesday, Lynn went 
to the Diligent Doers Ex-
tension Club meeting at the 
City Building in Camp Crook. 
They celebrated, and had cake, 
for Laurie Elmore‘s and Janet 
Odell‘s birthdays, and for 
Yvonne Yoder‘s anniversary. 
That evening, Bruce and Lynn 
went to the Little Missouri 
Church for a prayer service 
for John Humbracht, who had 
been in an accident, and is in 
Rapid City hospital. They went 
back to Little Missouri Church 
for the service on Sunday.

 Central Meade County News
By Sandy Rhoden October 18, 2026

After a cool week 
we ended up with a 
beautiful week-
end that reached 
the upper 70s on 
Saturday.  Folks 
flooded to the last 
soccer games of 

the season as well as softball and 
flag football in the Sturgis and 

Spearfish areas.
While we have been enjoying 

a mild fall with beautiful colors, 
the leaves are definitely accu-
mulating on the ground now. 

While this week looks to be 
a very comfortable one, we will 
soon feel and see Central Me-
ade County slowing down for a 
long winter’s rest.

WEATHER HAT CO.
Custom and Handcrafted Hats

EST. 1912

Jack Scholl
Craftsman

(605) 645 - 1654
519 Grant St. Belle Fourche

 Kevin Vig came through 
his hip surgery nicely and is 
recovering nicely.

 Larry and Sandy Rhoden en-
joyed having three of their sons 
and families out for a Sunday 
afternoon meal, clay shooting 
and catching up.  Sandy was 
able to spend time with Jesse’s 
family on Saturday at the soccer 
fields near Spearfish while 
Larry hunted in the pheasant 
opener in Platte.

 People come from all parts of 
the country to enjoy South Da-
kota’s abundant pheasant hunting 
opportunities. 

Some folks from the area will 
be taking part in the Governor’s 
Pheasant Hunt in Sioux Falls next 
weekend.

 While I don’t have the com-
plete details, Caden and Jori 
Smiley welcomed their fourth 
child, a boy, into the world this 
past weekend. More to come on 

Good Shepherd Free Clinic provides quality medical and emergency 
dental care to financially eligible northern Black Hills residents, ages 
19-64. Medical services will be available at Shepherd of the Hills 
Lutheran Church in Lead. Enter the church through the Julius Street 
parking lot (below 825 W. Main Street).

For more information contact:
Phone: 605-717-2080
Email: gsfreeclinic@gmail.com
Website: www.gsfreeclinic.org

Good Shepherd Free Clinic-Spearfish is open Monday nights at 
1020 State Street for medical and emergency dental services.

Located at Our Savior’s Lutheran Church 
  |   1020 State Street – Spearfish, SD

MONDAY NIGHTS – SPEARFISH, SD

2nd / 4th THURSDAYS – LEAD, SD
Located at Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran Church   
       |   825 W. Main Street – Lead, SD

  Good Shepherd Free Clinic in Lead 
will be open on Thursday, November 12

by DeAnn (Wolkow) 
Kruempel

PRESSED BETWEEN THE PAGES #54
A Bird in the Hand

Have 
you ever 
considered 
how when we 
were children 
we couldn’t 
wait to grow 
up and do all 
the things 
grownups 
do, but later, 

when our lives are full of 
responsibilities, we long 
for the days when we were 
young and had no worries?

	 The youngest of six 
growing up on our South 
Dakota farm, I often felt like 
my siblings always got to do 
the fun stuff, and I was stuck 
with the menial tasks. Of 
course, as I got older my help 
was needed, but my idea of 
helping differed drastically 
from those older and wiser, 
especially my brother.

	 In late October 
every year, the young 

pullets that had grown 
from “chickhood” in the 
brooder house needed to 
be moved to the henhouse, 
taking over the job of egg 
production. The old hens 
who had resided there were 
gone. Some were sold to 
neighbors. Some had been 
processed in Mom’s magical 
pressure canner and would 
be served as creamed 
chicken over mashed 
potatoes on a cold winter 
night.

Moving day arrived. I 
watched Delmer load five 
straw bales onto the hay 
rack hitched behind the John 
Deere 520 and maneuver 
the tractor right next to the 
henhouse. He tossed the 
bales inside and motioned to 
me with his too-big leather 
glove to come and help. I 
watched him push his knee 
into a bale as he pulled the 
wire ties. 

The wires slipped off and 
the yellow straw was left on 
the floor in a loose curve. 
It looked easy, so I tried 
the knee trick. “I’ll get it,” 
my brother said. “You can 
spread the straw around.”  
Resentfully, I tossed and 
kicked the dusty bedding 
through the building.	

Just before dark that 
night, Mom, Dad, Delmer 
and I headed to the brooder 
house for the relocation 
operation. Dad caught six 
pullets from the roosts, held 
them by the feet, and began 
the walk up the hill to the 
henhouse. Squawking faded 
into the distance as Mom 
and Delmer each grabbed 
four birds. I stepped in, 
eager to catch one. “DeAnn, 
you just open the door for 
us,” my four-years-older 
brother ordered.

At last, there were only 
six feathered critters 

waiting on the roosts. “Dad, 
can I help carry them?” His 
eyes glistened with that 
wistful, “they have to learn 
sometime” parent look. He 
handed me one. I held it by 
the feet upside-down, much 
to the dismay of the chicken. 
“Can I carry two?”

I followed Dad to the 
henhouse with a complaining 
bird in each hand. I flashed 
Delmer a proud grin and 
tried to lift my arms higher 
so he could see what I was 
carrying. He hopped on the 
tractor and hot-rodded into 
the Quonset. Showoff!

Just then the chicken in 
my left hand gave a loud 
squawk, jerked her head 
up, and flapped her wings. 
Before you could say, 
“chicken soup with rice” the 
feathered fowl was on the 
ground, cackling joyfully 
at her sudden freedom. I 
tried to grab her but she 
disappeared in the moonlit 
shadows. With tears in my 
eyes, I carried the remaining 
bird to the henhouse.

I got out my piggy bank 
after supper to pay Mom 
for the chicken. “Just wait,” 
she said. I could not sleep 
that night, imagining every 
raccoon, fox and coyote in the 
state pouncing on the hen I 
had let go.

The next morning, I hurried 
outside before breakfast, 
praying I would find her 
alive. A flash of white scooted 
under the windmill! Later that 
evening, relief washed over 
me as I watched her stroll into 
the brooder house.

In spite of my failure with 
this growing-up adventure, 
the story had a happy ending, 
and, of course, the important 
thing in life is what we learn 
from our failures.

A few nights later, I started 
to help Mom carry the dishes 
to the sink. Delmer excused 
himself. Dad lingered at the 
table, enjoying his coffee. I 
drew in a deep breath. “Dad, 
when can I learn to drive the 
tractor?”

The author’s ten books are 
available at Amazon.com.

that subject.
 Halloween comes on October 

31 and as a reminder, that will be 
the night to  ‘fall back’ as we turn 
our clocks back an hour.

 Many of us are anticipating 
the end of this current campaign 
season. From the day this Central 
Meade County News is read it will 
be very close to two weeks away 
from Election Day for local and 
statewide candidates, Tuesday, 
November 3rd.

Doug Davis, who is a 
member of an FSA commit-
tee, went to Belle Fourche 
for a meeting, on Tuesday. 
Doug and Julia went to the 
Little Missouri Church for 
the prayer service for John 
Humbracht, on Wednesday 
evening. 

A crop adjuster came for 
a visit on Thursday. Julia 
was about to run out of her 
medicines, so had to make 
a quick trip to the Hills, on 
Friday, to pick them up be-
fore the weekend. On Friday, 
Keaton Davis, ran in the JV 
Regional cross country track 
meet, and was thrilled to 
place ninth. His team placed 
second overall. 

Alvin and Marlee Cordell 
had hunter visitors, last 
week. These two men had 
been coming to hunt for 
many years, and were old 
friends. One of them got a 
deer, and they left for home, 
last Tuesday. On Friday, 
Marlee went to the regional 
cross country meet, where 

granddaughter, Rhys, placed 
third, and will compete at 
the state tournament.  The 
Belle Fourche girls‘ team 
placed first in the regional 
competition. On Sunday, 
Ryan, Kymber, and Barrett 
moved cows in closer to the 
Horton place, to be ready for 
the drive home. Alvin and 
Marlee went to church at the 
Methodist Church in Camp 
Crook, where Mr. Samuel-
son was guest pianist. Alvin 
called to visit with Steve 
Odell in Sturgis, who was 
recovering well from some 
skin surgery.

Daeson Moncur, a so-
phomore from the Harding 
County High School cross 
country team, competed, 
on Friday, at the Regionals 
cross country track met, and 
has earned a trip to the state 
tournament. Sloan Thom-
pson also has earned a trip 
to the state tournament. 

Dorothy Padden went to 
Buffalo, on Tuesday, for high 
school volleyball games. 

On Wednesday, Dawn Pad-
den went to the cross country 
regional track meet. That day, 
Dorothy, went in to Camp 
Crook for the Diligent Doers 
Extension Club meeting at the 
City Building. Dawn got some 
good pictures of the younger 
girls at the C-Team quad tour-
nament in Buffalo, on Satur-
day. She even got all of those 
pictures processed on Sunday, 
so she could publish them on 
Facebook. Lorraine Chin has 
been visiting this week from 
Texas. On Sunday, Lorraine 
and Dorothy Padden went to 
church at Ladner, and stayed 
for the Ladner Church Bazaar 
and dinner.

Karen Odell‘s family has 
been busy. Karen got to watch 
Kyia Smith in two NFHS vi-
deos of her JV volleyball games 
at Mounds Park Academy. It is 
very interesting to watch those 
girls. 

They are improving each 
time Karen sees them. She also 
got to see the youtube videos 
of two of Carson Odell‘s foot-

ball games at Mitchell High 
School. He was on the defense, 
and sacked the quarterback 
once, in his last game.  They 
are also improving in each 
game, and I‘m sure the coaches 
are proud of the improve-
ments. 

In Tacoma, Murphy Hinds 
is beginning the fall soccer 
season. With the cool weat-
her moving in locally, Karen 
thought their soccer season 
should have started a little 
earlier, but fall coastal weather 
is more mild, with little or no 
snow, so the parents can bring 
out their blankets for watching 
their soccer games. Capitol 
and Tie Creek has already had 
some colder weather, but it 
warmed up again at the end of 
the week. Still, it may be time 
for basketball here.

Remember, being in the 
right place at the right time 
only helps if you take advan-
tage of it.

Please keep John Humbracht 
and the Humbracht family in 
your prayers this week.
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NeighborWorks® Dakota Home Resources to Provide 
Down Payment and Closing Cost Assistance for Single 

Mothers through donation support from the Adams-Mas-

Halloween Eve Trick or Treating in the Neighborhood

Top Level Donation Helps 
Single Mothers Achieve the 
Dream of Homeownership

     The Dakota Scout is a South Dakota owned, sourced and printed independent operation co-founded by Ellis and Sneve. Together, they 
have more than 30 years of combined experience in South Dakota journalism that have earned them reputations as dogged reporters who’ve 
not lost touch with their neighbors’ sensibilities. Be in the Know!

   Stay on top of what’s happening at the state Capitol in Pierre and around the state with breaking news, investigative reporting and a con-
stant drumbeat of information about the world around you.          www.thedakotascout.com  • www.facebook.com/TheDakotaScout Jonathan Ellis & Joe Sneve 

WEATHER HAT CO.
Custom and Handcrafted Hats

EST. 1912

Jack Scholl
Craftsman

(605) 645 - 1654
519 Grant St. Belle Fourche

Roots

   Halloween is 
a curious practice 
in American 
culture.  

   Last year, 
as a volunteer 
trick-or-treat-
adult-in-charge, I 

travelled the neighborhood with 
a princess, a skeleton, a hideous 
witch, Batman, and a helpful 
young teenager. The teenager 
helped carry the witch when she 
became tired and cold, and she 
kept Batman and the skeleton 
from getting too far ahead of the 
group. 

  Our group started out from 
home base beside a trailer court 
bordered by a dark road. If 
there were other trick or treaters 
nearby, they were invisible. 

  Beyond the road were well-lit 
houses. Promising territory, I 
thought. I decided we should 
take our chances and make a 
dash across the road. We all held 
hands, crossed the road together 
and made our way down a murky 
steep grassy ditch, then up to a 

level patch of landscape rock 
and finally to a firm, straight 
sidewalk. 

   The walking here was a little 
treacherous and I feared someone 
might trip in the dark. Too late 
to question my judgement. We 
forged on. 

   The hideous witch’s hat 
refused to stay put, too small for 
me to wear, so I picked it up and 
carried it. 

   Our little group was chatty 
and exuberant. They had 
waited patiently all day for 
the “witching” hour when the 
darkness prevailed. They longed 
to hide their “real” identities and 
demand “tricks or treats” from 
strangers.

   The treats won out, as 
did compliments on the scary 
sartorial garb of the evening. 

   Our group was not alone. 
On this side of the dark road, 
large groups of kids, young and 
old, swarmed the streets, they 
gathered in groups on the wide 
porches of these stylish well-lit 
homes. 

   By this time, the skeleton 
was ready to discard his skull 

the effort and the kids were often 
encouraged to take as much 
candy as they wanted. The area 
was indeed good trick or treating 
hunting grounds, and everyone 
knew it. 

   Many of the groups were 
escorted by adults with cars 
to transport the kids from 
neighborhood to neighborhood 
and in some cases from house to 
house. The streets were awash 
with headlights of traffic moving 
in and out of the neighborhoods. 

   The evening grew colder, the 
distances longer, the dark darker. 
The witch hitched a piggy-back 
ride from the young teenager as 
we made group travelled back 
the way we came. She rested her 
head on the teenager’s shoulder, 
her small hands around the 
teenager’s neck. 

   The skeleton and Batman 
were game to carry on, but the 
good princess was sensible and 
agreed that it was time to call 
it a day. My hands were stiff 
with cold, and it was becoming 
increasingly difficult hold on 
to the accumulation of bits and 
pieces. We would soon need to 

hold hands as we would need to 
hold hands to cross the dark road 
on our return trip to the starting 
place. 

   I stuffed the skeleton mask, 
the witch’s hat and the candy bag 
inside my jacket and hoped for 
the best. The skeleton and the 
princess had warm hands which 
I was grateful for when we all 
banded together to cross the dark 
road, back to the starting place. 

   The final block was arduous, 
and very, dark. Back in the trailer 
park we stepped through leaves 
and branches on the pavement. 
The uneven ground, still wet and 
muddy from the snowfall earlier 
in the week glistened under a 
lone yard light. Halloween 2024 
was over. Our small group was 
richly rewarded with sweet 
treats, more than they probably 
needed. More than was good 
for them surely, but the most 
important takeaway from the 
evening was the memorable 
experience of a night of trick or 
treating on the other side of the 
dark road. 

(This article originally ran two 
years ago as Roots 22)

Meg English
news@bellefourchebeacon.com

mask, so I carried that too. 
   Many of the residents had 

decorated their houses with 
Halloween props. Faux “scary” 
talking effigies were positioned 
strategically to greet those who 
“dared to cross” the owner’s 
pathway. Occasionally, there 
were a few more bold scary 
props such as creepy scarecrow 
dude brandishing a bloody ax 
and laughing hysterically from 
his tinny recorded voice box. 

   My small charges seemed 
unafflicted by the gore; my 
young teenager was amused. 
All five were mesmerized by 
the lights and the street drama. 
Small, medium, large and super-
sized creatures of the night 
thronged the area. 

   Somehow by this time, I was 
also responsible for someone’s 
bag of treats, in addition to the 
witches’ hat and the skeleton’s 
mask. 

   As I explained, our little 
group was not alone. We waited 
in line at some houses. The 
distance between them was a 
little farther than it might be in 
some neighborhoods, but worth 

SUNDAY, 
OCT 4TH • 2:00 PM

Gospel Concert
Orion & Stacey Potter
With special guests Tanner 

& Bailey Johns
DONATION AT THE DOOR

825 Heritage Dr., Spearfish, South Dakota
642-WEST (9378) • www.westernheritagecenter.com • info@westernheritagecenter.com

OCTOBEROCTOBER
The High Plains Western Heritage Center 

SUNDAY, 
OCT 25TH • 2:00 PM

Lakota History & Culture
Presented by JJ Kent

Includes Tipi Exhibit & 
Native American Flute Concert

$20 RESERVED SEATING
$15 AT THE DOOR

SUNDAY, 
OCT 11TH • 2:00 PM
Our South Dakota: 

An Anthrology of Verse
Presented by SD Poet 

Laureate Bruce Roseland
FREE EVENT

EventsEvents

Events
Sponsored By:

Light & Medium
Towing & Recovery

John M. Tracy
605.641.5194
Fax 605.723.0067

Locations in Belle Fourche and Spearfish | Serving the Tri-State Area

24 HOUR
Jump Starts

Roadside Assistance
Lockouts

[Deadwood, SD] — [October 
14, 2026] — A $15,000 donation 
from the Adams-Mastrovich 
Family Foundation to Neighbor-
Works® Dakota Home Resourc-
es will help single mothers over-
come one of the biggest barriers 
to homeownership by providing 
financial assistance for down 
payments and closing costs.

For many single mothers, 
purchasing a home represents 
more than a financial milestone. 
It means creating stability, 
building a future, and providing 
a place where their children can 
grow and thrive. 

 However, the upfront costs 
of buying a home can make that 
dream feel out of reach. This do-
nation will help bridge that gap, 
making homeownership more 
attainable for single mothers 
working toward a place of their 
own.

NeighborWorks® Dakota 

Home Resources (NWDHR) 
assists in providing safe, de-
cent, and affordable housing 
and revitalizing neighborhoods 
to improve the quality of life in 
our communities. Through this 
support, the organization can 
help eligible families take an 
important step toward long-term 
housing stability and financial 
independence.

“Founder Mary Adams-Mas-
trovich had a passion for helping 
people. And, housing was one of 
her interests. 

Housing for those who 
couldn’t afford it on their own 
resources. So this organization 
is terrific mission work in that 
capacity. We’re proud to be 
part of NWDHR mission, said 
Adams-Mastrovich Family 
Foundation board member, Barry 
Kelner.

By investing in homeowner-
ship opportunities, this donation 

supports not only individual fam-
ilies but also stronger neighbor-
hoods and more resilient commu-
nities. Helping single mothers 
establish roots in a home of their 
own creates lasting benefits that 
can extend well beyond the front 
door.

NeighborWorks® Dakota 
Home Resources continues to 

work toward making safe, afford-
able housing more accessible 
and improving quality of life 
throughout the communities it 
serves.

About Adams-Mastrovich 
Family Foundation

The Adams-Mastrovich 
Family Foundation is a charitable 
organization tied to William Em-

ory (W.E.) Adams—a prominent 
Deadwood businessman and 
six-term mayor—and his second 
wife, Mary Mastrovich Adams.    

 The foundation regularly 
supports regional history, educa-
tion, and community programs in 
Deadwood and the Black Hills. 
Through
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Regular Meeting Minutes Butte 
County Commissioners Belle Fourche 

City Hall Chambers 511 6th Ave.
Belle Fourche, SD 57717
THE BOARD OF BUTTE COUNTY 

COMMISSIONERS CONVENED AT 
9:30 A.M. on October 1, 2026. Com-
missioners present were Erk, Brunner, 
Batterman, Kari, and Ager.

Chairman Erk called the meeting to 
order and led the group in the Pledge of 
Allegiance.

Motion by Brunner, Second by Kari 
to approve the meeting agenda with the 
addition of 2.5 as the Public Hearing 
for the Five-Year County Highway 
and Bridge Improvement Plan, #3 as 
Executive Session for Personnel, #4 - 
Swearing-in of State’s Attorney John 
Fitzgerald, and 5.5 as the Gammon 
Road Bridge Discussion. Vote Unani-
mous. Motion Carried.

Pastor Dan Carlson prayed over the 
meeting.

Jason Hanson from Brosz Engineer-
ing presented the Five-Year County 
Highway and Bridge Improvement Plan 
for the Public Hearing that began at 9:35 
A.M. There were no comments from the 
public.

Motion by Brunner, Second by 
Batterman to go into Executive Session 
for Personnel at 9:45 A.M. Vote Unan-
imous. Motion Carried. At 9:51 A.M., 
Chairman Erk declared the meeting out 
of Executive Session.

Motion by Brunner, Second by Kari 
to accept the resignation of Brian Knox 
as State’s Attorney. Vote Unanimous. 
Motion Carried.

Motion by Brunner, Second by Ager 
to appoint John Fitzgerald as State’s 
Attorney to complete the remainder of 
Tim Barnaud’s term at the same wage 
Tim Barnaud had. Vote Unanimous. 
Motion Carried.

John Fitzgerald was sworn-in as the 
new State’s Attorney by Judge Francy 
Foral.

Public Comments were made by Sue 
Broadhurst regarding meeting minutes, 
Highway Department Clothing Policy 
changes, Highway Shop Tool Inventory, 
and committee meeting schedules.

Motion by Brunner, Second by Ager 
to approve the Consent Agenda.

Roll call was taken: Erk – Aye, Brun-
ner – Aye, Batterman – Aye, Kari – Nay 
& Ager – Aye. Motion Carried 4 – 1.

Consent Agenda -
A. ApprovalofRegularMeetingMin-

utes–9/17/26 B. BillsperPrintout. C. 
ApportioningandOtherPayments D. 
TravelRequests:

I. Highway Dept: Cody Skogberg to 
attend Annual Local Road Conference – 
Sioux Falls, SD

E. Abatements:
I. 2025 Payable 2026 - $513.62
Discussion was held regarding 

resolution of the Gammon Road Bridge 
issue. Jason Hanson (from Brosz Engi-
neering) and Heidi Perry (landowner) 
were there to speak on the issue. The 
Commission requested that the State’s 
Attorney research the matter further.

Julia Day (Dispatch Supervisor) 
presented her monthly Dispatch Report 
regarding rain, fires and being under 
budget. She also answered questions 
from the Commission.

Treasurer Debbie Lensegrav was 
present to answer any questions regard-
ing the report from her department. She 
also presented a revision to Resolution 
2026-01 to add Legends West Bank as a 
depository.

Motion by Batterman, Second by 
Kari to revise Resolution 2026-01 to 
add Legends West Bank as an official 
depository and change the date on the 
resolution to October 1, 2026. Vote 
Unanimous. Motion Carried.

RESOLUTION 2026-01
Establish Official Depositories
WHEREAS, SDCL 7-20-13 requires 

the County Board of Commissioners to 
approve the designation of each deposi-
tory for the deposit of county funds, and

WHEREAS, several different finan-
cial institutions are doing business in 
Butte County and meet the requirements 
established under SDCL Chapter 7-20, 
and

WHEREAS, the Butte County Trea-
surer has requested the following finan-
cial institutions be designated as official 
depositories for the fiscal year 2026: 
Pioneer Bank & Trust 700 State Street, 
Belle Fourche, SD, First Interstate Bank 
41 5th Avenue, Belle Fourche, SD, 
Northern Hills Federal Credit Union 
2211 Dakota Ave, Belle Fourche, SD, 
Highmark Federal Credit Union 1842 
5th Avenue, Belle Fourche, SD, First 
National Bank 217 Girard Avenue, 
Newell, SD, Legends West Bank 1400 
Mill Street, Belle Fourche, SD and

BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED, 
that the Butte County Board of 
Commissioners designate the above 
named financial institutions as official 
depositories for Butte County for the 

fiscal year 2026.
Dated this 1st day of October, 2026.
BOARD OF BUTTE COUNTY 

COMMISSIONERS
/s/: Chad Erk s Chad Erk, CHAIR-

PERSON
ATTEST:/s/: Annie Capp _________

BUTTE COUNTY AUDITOR
Auditor Annie Capp gave her report 

regarding the current absentee voting 
and information available regarding the 
ballot.

Highway Superintendent Cody 
Skogberg gave a report regarding cattle 
guards, water issue on Hope Road, 
wood chipping, bids, cameras, mowing, 
road condition, mag water, truck repair 
and minimum maintenance roads.

Motion by Ager, Second by Kari to 
approve the Five-Year County Highway 
and Bridge Improvement Plan. Vote 
Unanimous. Motion Carried.

Discussion was held regarding ma-
sonry repair needed by the Courthouse. 
Motion by Ager, Second by Kari to 
accept the bid from Ancestor Con-
crete & Masonry LLC up to a total of 
$14,000.00. Vote Unanimous. Motion 
Carried.

A discussion was also held regarding 
a window remodel needed at the Trea-
surer’s Office. The Commission request-
ed ADA compliant quotes regarding the 
project.

Senate Bill 96 was discussed again 
regarding the Gross Receipts Tax to Re-
duce Owner- Occupied Property Taxes.

Motion by Brunner, Second by Kari 
to go into Executive Session for Per-
sonnel at 11:14 A.M. Vote Unanimous. 
Motion Carried.

Chairman Erk declared the meeting 
out of Executive Session with no action 
at 11:48 A.M. with no action taken.

Motion by Brunner, Second by Kari 
to go back into Executive Session for 
Legal Counsel at 11:48 A.M. Vote 
Unanimous. Motion Carried.

Chairman Erk declared the meeting 
out of Executive Session at 12:25 P.M. 
with no action taken.

Committee Reports -
Commissioner Kari mentioned the 

ambulance meeting he and Commis-
sioner Ager attended regarding getting a 
grant for new equipment.

Commissioner Brunner mentioned 
some issues with the last Planning 
Meeting.

Commissioner Erk mentioned the 
Highway Committee can’t get Bridge 
Improvement Grants for the Gammon 
Road Bridge.

Old/Unfinished/New Business –
A discussion was held regarding the 

possible Jewell, Jewett & Snoma Road 
District.

Commissioner Kari requested a 
response regarding timecards and GPS 
data from the Highway Department.

Sheriff Fred Lamphere mentioned the 
ICE 287(g) Program and said he would 
like to send some of his deputies to that 
training.

Discussion was held regarding main-
tenance issues on the 3V Road.

Motion by Brunner, Second by Kari 
to adjourn the meeting at 12:52 P.M. 
Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.

Payments
SALARY
ASSESSOR’S OFFICE/PLANNING 

$7,798.53, AUDITOR’S OFFICE 
$13,146.35, BUILDING- $980.86, 
COMMISSIONERS $4,173.46, 
DISPATCH $18,905.96, ELECTION- 
$0, EM/911 $549.87, EXTENSION 
$1,994.40, HIGHWAY DEPT/WEED 
CONTROL $27,016.72, JUDICIA- $0, 
NURSE’S/WIC OFFICE $0, REGIS-
TER OF DEEDS OFFICE $5,959.93, 
SHERIFF/JAIL DEPT $29,203.54, 
STATES ATTORNEY OFFICE 
$22,216.39, TREASURER’S OFFICE 
$10,779.40, VETERAN SERVICE 
OFFICE $0

COUNTY SHARE FICA
BUTTE COUNTY SHARE 

$10,711.27
SDRS RETIREMENT
BUTTE COUNTY SHARE 

$8,162.63
GROUP INSURANCE
BUTTE COUNTY SHARE 

$28,923.35
PROFESSIONAL SERVICES
RYL CLN $6,773.60, A-Z SHRDD-

NG $56.89, ARCHTCTRL SPCLTS 
$1,000.01, A HLL $457.13, JURORS 
$410.20, BTLR WNDW $120.00, 
CPFRST $41,044.63, CLNCL LAB 
$3,639.00, CNTY DRG $610.26, 
DOH $65.00, ECOLAB $697.12, K 
HNT $1,250.00, K DLHYDE $29.75, 
MNMNT HLTH $815.000, PNNINGTN 
CO JAIL $660.00, PTNY BWS BNK 
$2,200.00, PLAINS TWNG $104.76, 
RDWD TXCLGY LB $15.22, R 
BCHMN $360.00, SD DPS $3,090.00, 
SD DOR $3,574.18, SD DVLPMNTL 
CNTR $60.00, SD SOS $30.00, SER-
VALL

$338.14, TODD LOVE $922.18, 

Beacon

                                       Belle Fourche Writers
Belle Fourche Writers June meeting schedule: The November meeting schedule is Monday, November 2nd Editing from 2-4 

PM and  Saturday, November 21 from 10 AM to Noon.  All writers are invited to attend! Meetings are held at the Belle Fourche 
Public Library.

                                    Belle Fourche Recreation Center
Notes from Belle Fourche Rec Center Aquatics Manager: As always, please reach out of you have any questions, comments, 

or concerns! My email is listed below as well as the Rec Center front desk number collin@bellefourche.org 605-892-2467
   				    Classes
Water-walking - This class is held every Monday, Wednesday, and Friday from 7:30 - 8:15 am. This class involves walking in 

waist-deep to chest-deep water. Water resistance provides a low-impact, full-body workout that strengthens the core while also 
improving cardiovascular health.

Silver Splash - This class is held every Tuesday and Thursday from 11:30 - 12:15 pm. 
Silver Splash is part of our Silver Sneakers program. It involves a series of low-impact workouts with specially designed Boo-

gie Boards. This class is great for core strengthening and for cardiovascular health.
Aquafit - We will hold Aquafit every Monday and Wednesday night from 6:30 - 7:15 pm. This class is higher intensity than 

what we currently offer. The workouts all involve using either dumbbells or foam weights. The class is designed to target multiple 
different muscle groups while also strengthening your core. 605-892-2467  bellefourcherec.com

                                                 Tri-State Museum
10th annual Pumpkinfest takes place Saturday, October 24
Belle Fourche will host its 10th annual Pumpkinfest on Saturday, October 24 from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. The event will take place 

on the lawns, and in the Tri-State Museum and Visitor Center at 415 Fifth Avenue in Belle Fourche. 
The event is a collaboration between the Tri-State and the Belle Fourche Chamber of Commerce.
This year’s event will include games and crafts in the museum, including Maleficent’s Magic Table and games such as mummy 

bowling. The “Haunted” Spaulding Cabin is decorated as “Skeletown” and has an activity to find all the skeletons in the cabin. 
The Tri-State Performers will present “Misunderstood Monsters,” a comedy for the whole family, at noon and 3 p.m.
A costume contest will be judged at approximately 12:45, after the play’s first performance. There will be $25 prizes for those 

in scariest, funniest and most original costumes.
Kids can ride the Pumpkin train or play in the bouncy house, weather permitting.
All kids receive a goodie bag with candy and toys.
The Chamber of Commerce will oversee food and craft vendors; at this time there are 11 vendors scheduled, including Caniglia 

Sauces, Mary Kay, BH Mud Coffee Truck, Bracelet Creations by Jeanette, Making Memories, Paperpie, Crazy Train Creations, 
Danian Art, Baked with Love, Renewal by Andersen and Hungry Hippie. For information about being a vendor, please call the 
Chamber of Commerce at 605-892-2676.

For information about the events of Pumpkinfest, please call the museum at 605-723-1200.
Museum mini exhibit on postage stamps
The Tri-State Museum and Visitor Center in Belle Fourche will open a new mini exhibit entitled “History of Postage Stamps.”
The exhibit will include storyboards and photos, a free take-home workbook and a book to read and a touchscreen quiz. A 

stamp enthusiast’s stamp collection will also be on display and a basket of loose stamps will be available for those who might want 
to pick one out for themselves.

The Tri-State Museum created some new exhibits and refreshed some older ones. The changes occur in the mercantile and a 
new “transportation” exhibit in the center of the museum.

In the mercantile, the case that has exhibited dolls features a new collection of 12 dolls from the museum’s extensive Millicent 
Henderson collection. These new dolls are from the 1940s-1980s and include a Madame Alexander doll, a Romanian doll and 
a distinctive burlap doll of Central American origin. Also, in the mercantile is a mini “haberdashery,” filled with vintage men’s 
clothing and toiletries. “We’ve had a number of exhibits about women’s and children’s apparel, but nothing that focused on men,” 
said Collections Archivist Jada Udager. “We thought this was a chance to feature artifacts we’ve not featured before.”

Across the floor from mercantile is the museum’s collection of salt and pepper shakers. The museum has so many of these that 
the entire four-shelf case could be completely refreshed. Some of new novel shakers include a lock and key, loaves of bread – and 
a little green alien in a spaceship.  

A new exhibit in the museum’s mid-section is “Transportation: From Stagecoaches to Trains to Cars.” This exhibit includes 
images plus artifacts such as spokes for wagon wheels, a lady’s travel case, a miniature car and a vintage model stagecoach cross-
ing a “path” with grass on either side of the roadway. There is also a brick roadway made of the few surviving bricks from Belle 
Fourche’s brick factory.

This exhibit also includes a basket with vintage postcards from places across the U.S. and abroad, which can be examined by 
visitors.

There is no admission charge to visit the Tri-State Museum and Visitor Center, located at 415 Fifth Ave.in  B. Fourche. For 
more information, call 605-723-1200 or visit the website at www.thetristatemuseum.com

The Tri-State Museum and Visitor Center is located at 415 Fifth Avenue in Belle Fourche.

WAECKRLE $3,075.18, WSTRN SD 
JUV $2,170.00, Z PROD $530.25

PUBLICATIONS
BF BCN $162.50, BH PNR $362.16
RENT/LEASE
BH PUR $57.00, CBP $857.18, 

EATN CNSTRCTN $200.00, RLX 
$367.00, THMSN RTRS $642.62

REPAIRS/MAINTENANCE
G&R CNTRLS $165.00, KONE 

$572.38, WEST TIRE $61.50

SUPPLIES
ARTSTC CSTM $781.50, BLU360 

MDA $341.45, CBH $4,677.43, 
LYNN’S DKTMRT $9.98, OFC MPRM 
$2,190.97, OLSN FUELS $13,876.81, 
QQP $694.30, SIGN SLTNS $2,582.53, 
WARNG $17.37, WSTRN STATNRS 
$37.50

TRAVEL/CONFERENCE
A PRUT $ 184.32, QLTY INN 

$1,764.00, SD SHRFS ASSC $190.00

UTILITIES
BH NRGY $258.93, BUTTE 

ELCTRC $181.22, CNTRYLNK 
$1,579.18, MDCO $1,528.38, MDU 
$266.45

APPROVED BY THE COMMIS-
SION: Chad Erk, Chairperson

ATTEST: Annie Capp, Butte County 
Auditor
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GENERAL ELECTION PUBLICATION BALLOT

INSTRUCTIONS TO THE VOTER:

To vote for a person FILL IN the
oval ( ) next to the name.

Use only a pencil or pen.

If you make a mistake, give the
ballot back and get a new one.

DO NOT cast more votes than
are allowed in each race.

Election Official Ballot Stamp

Typ:01 Seq:0001 Spl:010001

Go to top of next column Go to top of next column Turn page

Publication

Publication

INSTRUCTIONS TO THE VOTER:

To vote on a ballot question FILL
IN the oval ( ) next to "yes" or
"no".

DO NOT cast more votes than
are allowed in each race.

For United States Senator
You may vote for one or leave it blank.

Mike Rounds Republican Party

Brian L Bengs Independent

For United States
Representative

You may vote for one or leave it blank.

Marty Jackley Republican Party

Nicole "Nikki" Gronli
Democratic Party

For Governor and Lieutenant
Governor

To be elected as a team, you may vote
for one or leave it blank.

Larry Rhoden
for Governor and
Tony Venhuizen
for Lieutenant Governor

Republican Party

Dan Ahlers
for Governor and
Steven McCleerey
for Lieutenant Governor

Democratic Party

For Secretary of State
You may vote for one or leave it blank.

Heather Baxter Republican Party

Tamara J. Lesnar Libertarian Party

Terrence Davis Democratic Party

For Attorney General
You may vote for one or leave it blank.

Lance Russell Republican Party

For State Auditor
You may vote for one or leave it blank.

Catherine Barranco
Republican Party

Tom Cool
Democratic Party

For State Treasurer
You may vote for one or leave it blank.

Melissa Hull Republican Party

Margaret Kuipers Democratic Party

For Commissioner of School
and Public Lands

You may vote for one or leave it blank.

Brock Greenfield Republican Party

Raeann Mettler Democratic Party

For Public Utilities
Commissioner

You may vote for one or leave it blank.

Don Haggar Republican Party

Frank Kloucek Democratic Party

For State Senator,
District 28

You may vote for one or leave it blank.

Sam Marty Republican Party

For State Representative,
District 28B

You may vote for one or leave it blank.

Travis Ismay Republican Party

NONPOLITICAL BALLOT

For Trustee
Nisland

You may vote for up to two or leave it
blank.

Ted Duffy

Joshua Whitacre

Marion Lewis Culberson

Constitutional Amendments
The following amendments to the State Constitution
are submitted to the voters by the Legislature. The
amendments will not become effective unless
approved by majority vote.

Constitutional Amendment I
Title: An Amendment to the South Dakota
Constitution that Repeals Expanded Medicaid
Coverage if Federal Funding for the Program
Drops below 90%.

Attorney General Explanation:
Medicaid is a program, funded by the State and the
federal government, to provide medical coverage for
low-income children, pregnant women, disabled
individuals, and the elderly. In the 2022 General
Election the voters approved Constitutional
Amendment D, which expanded Medicaid eligibility
in South Dakota. Amendment D requires the State
to also provide Medicaid benefits to anyone over the
age of 18 and under 65 whose income is at or below
133% of the federal property level, plus 5% of the
federal poverty level for the applicable family size.
Currently, federal law requires the federal
government to fund 90% of South Dakota's
Medicaid expansion.

This proposed Constitutional Amendment ends the
expanded Medicaid coverage if the federal funding
for expansion drops below 90%. If federal funding
drops below that 90% threshold, Medicaid coverage
will once again only apply to low-income children,
pregnant women, disabled individuals, and the
elderly.

Yes Vote "Yes" to adopt the
amendment.

No Vote "No" to leave the
Constitution as it is.

 
INSTRUCTIONS TO THE VOTERS 
 
VOTING RIGHTS 
 
Any voter who can’t mark a ballot because the voter has a physical disability or 
can’t read, may ask any person he or she chooses to help the voter vote. 
 
Any voter may ask for instruction in the proper procedure for voting.  
 
Any voter at the polling place prior to 7:00 p.m. is allowed to cast a ballot. 
 
If your voting rights have been violated, you may call the Butte County Auditor at 
605-892-4485, the Secretary of State at 888-703-5328, or the Butte County 
State’s Attorney at 605-892-3337. 
 
Any person who is convicted of a felony on or after July 1, 2012, loses the right to 
vote. However, any such person may register to vote following the completion of 
the person’s felony sentence.  
 
Any person who is convicted of a felony on or before June 30, 2012, and who 
receives a sentence of imprisonment to the adult penitentiary system, including a 
suspended execution of sentence, loses the right to vote. Any such person so 
sentenced may register to vote following completion of the person’s sentence. 
Further information is available at www.sdsos.gov.  
 
ELECTION CRIMES 
 
Anyone who makes a false statement when voting, tries to vote knowing he or 
she is not a qualified voter, or tries to vote more than once has committed an 
election crime. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted: 
Annie Capp, Butte County Auditor 
 
 
PUBLISH  
October 22nd, 2026 
 
Publish once at the total approximate cost of _______. 

SLEEP APNEA  
AND THE  
INSPIRE IMPLANT

featuring  
Loren Jones, M.D. 

Wednesday, October 28 | 6 p.m. 
The Matthews Opera House

Community Health Talk

Join Monument Health ENT Loren Jones, M.D., for a Community Health Talk as he discusses 
sleep apnea and the Inspire implant—a treatment option to help people with obstructive  
sleep apnea.

Inspire works inside your body with your natural breathing process. You use a small handheld  
remote to turn the Inspire implant on before bed and off when you wake up. Mild stimulation 

keeps your airway open during sleep. No mask. No hose.

Come learn more, ask questions and take charge of your sleep health. Food will be provided.

SUBSCRIBE  TO  THE   BEACON  
$52/ Year

Go  Online  or  Send  us Your  Request
PO Box 576   Belle Fourche,  SD 57717

www.bellefourchebeacon.com

Your Support is appreciated!
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The Belle Fourche School District in
collaboration with SD Birth to Three
and Badlands Prenatal to Five
Head Start Invites you to attend a
free community developmental
screening.

EARLY CHILDHOOD
SCREENING

Children ages Birth to Age 5 

North Park Elementary
Early Childhood room

Friday October 23rd 2026

PLEASE CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT

(605) 723-9139

FREE

12:30pm- 2:30pm

825 Heritage Dr., Spearfish, South Dakota
642-WEST (9378) • westernheritagecenter.com

PRESENTS

HIGH HIGH 
PLAINSPLAINSlivelive!!

The
High Plains 

Western 
Heritage Center

& Museum 

LAKOTA HISTORY & CULTURE
Presentation by JJ Kent

Includes Tipi Exhibit & 
Native American Flute Concert

$15 GENERAL ADMISSION 
$20 RESERVED SEATING

Event 
Sponsored By

SUNDAY, OCT 25 • 2:00 PM
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Robbi Longbrake
news@bellefourchebeacon.com

A Little Christmas Cheer Comes Early to Newell

The Newell City Hall during the Christmas Fair. Longbrake photo

Everyone was staying busy during the Christmas Fair at the Newell City Hall. Selling items at the Christmas Fair.

Keeping busy between customers at the Christmas Fair. Longbrake photos

NEWELL—Holiday shopping 
came early to Newell, but it has 
been for the past 59 years! The 
annual Christmas Fair is a tradi-
tion that brings everyone together 
to prepare for the holidays. The 
fair took place on October 15 at 
the City Hall.

This annual event has been 
hosted by the Butte County CFEL 
Extension Club for over half a 
century. The event draws vendors 
from all over the area, as far away 
as Newcastle, WY. The Christmas 

Fair has something for everyone, 
including all kinds of special 
crafts just in time for Christmas 
giving. The vendors offered a 
variety of products including 
houseplants, books, cookies, can-
dies, homemade jams and jellies, 
handcrafted sugar scrubs and 
hand-knitted items. “We had 16 
vendors this year,” shared Judy 
Heisler, event coordinator.

Turnout was down this year, but 
the school district takes the time to 
bring kids to the event and allow 
them to shop for Christmas gifts 
for family members if they would 
like to. “The kitchen didn’t serve 

many—I mean, we’ve served as 
many as 85 and we had 16 or 20 
today,” explained Heisler. “We’ve 
had all the school kids down 
here—the school cooperated with 
us and let the kids come down.” 

The event is a fundraiser to 
raise money for college scholar-
ships to local students. They give 
away one or two $300 scholar-
ships to high school seniors each 
year. The money can be used at 
any higher education institution, 
from a tech school to a four-year 
college.

Each year, door prizes are given 

out to lucky visitors and raffle 
tickets are sold for a chance to win 
a variety of gift baskets. 

The Extension Club served a 
lunch of sloppy Joes, beans and 
chips, with cookies for dessert and 
apple cider to drink.

According to Heisler, the club 
currently has eight to ten mem-
bers. But even with the small 
workforce, they managed to raise 
over $1,100 at the craft fair. They 
use the money raised to help out 
area organizations and spread 
goodwill. Some of the causes they 
support, in addition to the high 

school scholarships, include mon-
etary donations to different area 
volunteer fire departments and the 
Newell Library. They also provide 
meals for the elderly and shut-
ins and take baked treats to them 
during the holidays. The Butte 
County CFEL Extension Club is 
involved in many things around 
the area. 

They are always looking for 
new members. The group meets 
on the first Friday of each month 
at the NVN Center in Newell. For 
more information, follow the Tot 
‘N Twenty CFEL on Facebook.



 (L) 1936 - out of school to work beets! (R)1945 - Don Moore - Champion boxer for the Army & local. Museum photos
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“Looking Forward to our Past”              by Linda Velder 
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     Phone 605.244.5213   www.sdplains.com
Proud communications provider of  the Newell, 
Vale & Nisland areas

Sponsored by:

Betty Olson
news@bellefourchebeacon.com

Grand River Roundup

cused of taking money collected 
for the State Department.
October 10, 1946
    Chicago & Northwestern 
Depot Agent Val Hampel had 
on his hands the most unique 
shipment he has handled in 
30 years on the railroad line. It 
was 2 shipments of rattlesnakes 
weighing 80 pounds, consigned 
to the Lincoln Park Zoo in Chi-
cago and sent by A. M. Jackley, 
well known “snake man” in this 
territory. Hampel tried to find 
how many snakes were in the 
shipment, but needless to say, 
he didn’t count them. We feel 
the snakes will not be much 
missed here, and Chicago can 
have as many as they like.
    Burns Taft, Newell High 
School Principal, who has been 
filling in at the Congregational 
Church pulpit since the depar-
ture of Rev. Glenn VanVactor 
last spring, has been licensed 
to preach and perform ceremo-
nies last week in Belle Fourche. 
Rev. Taft has been studying 
since spring and last week is 
now entitled as “Reverend” 
Taft. Among those attending 
the meeting of the Black Hills 
Association of Congregational 
Churches in Belle Fourche were 
Mrs. Taft, Mrs. O. E. Milberg, 
Mrs. Arne Lund, Mrs. Ralph 
Hedrick, Mrs. J. C. Brodsky, 
Mrs. Ray C. Johnson, Mrs. L. R. 
Chiesman, Mrs. Hazel Arpan, 
Mrs. Louis Maass and Govert 
Van derBoom.
    A number of farmers from 
this territory were present last 
Wednesday at the electric 
welding demonstration put on by 
the Newell Implement Company. 
The demonstration illustrated 
use of the Marquette Electric 
Farm Welder. Able Sylliason of 
the Fruitdale Community is now 
employed as a mechanic at the 
Implement Company.
October 18, 1956
    Twenty-one members have 
enrolled in the Nisland Commu-
nity Glee Club with Beccie Ruff, 

October 12, 1916
    Boxing matches have been 
a big drawing card among the 
sporting public but there is 
also an opportunity for some 
high-class wrestling matches if 
the mat fans will get busy and 
demand them. Corporal John 
Kranbeck Co H, 4th Cavalry of 
Ft. Meade has issued a chal-
lenge to meet any man, only 
condition is that 9 weeks’ notice 
of the match be given. Anyone 
desiring a match can arrange 
one with him and the local wres-
tling fans would undoubtedly 
welcome a chance to see him in 
action.
    The Newell-Hoover Stage 
Line has changed hands. A. F. 
Longpre having sold out to the 
Doody Bros. Ed Doody made 
his first trip as owner Monday, in 
good time and promises to give 
as good service to his patrons 
as they have been accustomed 
to receiving from its past own-
ership.
    Walter Phillips has purchased 
the Senovoy Dairy business 
and took over the routes as 
well. He proposes to conduct a 
thoroughly sanitary dairy and 
will give his personal attention 
to the business. The number of 
cows will be increased so as to 
enable him to take care of all 
the old customers as well as 
any new ones. Milk and cream 
will be supplied and quality 
guaranteed.
October 14, 1926
    Overheard at the local Draft 
Board down at the Court House. 
The recruits were lined up 
before the clerk for preliminary 
paperwork. “Name and ad-
dress.” demanded the clerk. The 
young recruit replied, “Huh?” 
Again, the clerk asked, “What 
is your name and address?” To 
which the young man replied, 
“You ought to know, you sent a 
letter for me”.
    A party of about 35 people 
gathered at the Clark Hardware 
Store, Vale, to listen to the final 

game of the World Series over 
the radio.
    Funeral service for Gilbert 
Farley, 27-year-old, son of Mr. & 
Mrs. J. B. Farley of Alkali, Me-
ade County, were held Thursday 
afternoon at Sturgis. Rev. Car-
roll Erskin officiating. Interment 
was in Bear Butte Cemetery. 
Farley died suddenly Monday 
while out with his grandfather 
searching for wild honey.
    George Longpre is back from 
a visit to Oregon and other 
western points. He left with 
the intention of locating in the 
west but after investigating the 
western country, has decided 
this country looks pretty good 
to him.
October 15, 1936
    Louis Schell, our rural mail 
carrier, is driving a brand new 
12-shot, streamlined automobile 
that has many ahead of 1936 
date features. But it still requires 
gas and oil, same as ever.
    In the 7th and 8th grades, a 
new novelty has sprung up in 
the form of a miniature green 
house. Many different plants 
and flowers have been planted, 
and others will be started soon. 
During the past week Albert and 
Arthur Valerio and Albert Dun-
brasky have been out of school 
for beet work. The art class 
went outside to draw pictures of 
the beautiful trees.
    William Williamson, a student 
at Dakota Wesleyan, Mitchell, 
spent the weekend at the home 
of his parents, Mr. & Mrs. Martin 
Williamson. Miss Marjorie Hol-
try, Wm and Daryld Williamson 
were supper guests at the home 
of Mr. & Mrs. Preston Hill.
    J. Howard Eyer, former 
Fieldman for the S. D. State 
Rural Credit Department, after 
a 3-day trial, was sentenced to 
3 years in the state penitentiary 
by Circuit Court Judge Frank 
Gladstone, after his conviction 
on embezzlement charges. Eyer 
was convicted on 16 counts, in-
volving about $350. He was ac-

Sue Sorensen and Joylene Her-
man serving as accompanists. 
Gaylan Craig, Music Director 
in Nisland School, is serving 
as club director. Sue, Beccie, 
Diane Payne and Shirley Mauch 
were callers over to Vale on 
Wednesday afternoon delivering 
invitations.
    A great trophy was handed 
to the Newell 14–16-year-old 
softball team upon winning the 
State Jr. Softball Championship 
in August in Deadwood. The 
giant trophy was presented to 
the Newell Community Club 
who sponsored the team. 
Accepting the trophy were 
co-captains Ronnie Glover and 
Richard Loewel and Coach Walt 
Johnson. Community Club Vice 
President Clarence Milberg ac-
cepted the trophy for the Club.
    Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Kuchera, Mr. 
& Mrs. Dale Anderson, Mr. & 
Mrs. Sam Michelson and Mr. & 
Mrs. Cy Colgrove attended the 
Carter Oil convention and ban-
quet at the Red Barn Restaurant 
in Rapid City Saturday evening. 
The Newell Carter Oil affiliate 
was recognized.
October 19, 1966
    The latest word from Ells-
worth Air Force Base, plans are 
finalized to re-name all the Min-
uteman Intercontinental Ballistic 
Missile Launch Control facilities 
after the town or community 
nearest to the site. There are 
15 Minuteman Launch Control 
Facilities (LCF’S) located over 
more than 13,500 square miles 
of western South Dakota. The 
missile unit will sponsor the 
local citizens and make them 
honorary members of the 44th 

Strategic Missile Wing. Mike will 
become Belle Fourche, Novem-
ber will be Newell and Oscar 
Flight will be the Castle Rock 
Control Facility.
    Newell High School band is 
playing at Swarm Day at Black 
Hills Teachers College, Octo-
ber 29. The traditional BHTC 
Homecoming parade downtown 
begins at 10:30 AM. EAFB band 
will be led by T-Sgt Bernard 
Lebar, Dr. Ben Henry the BHTC 
band, Wm (Bill) Long (formerly 
of Newell), the Spearfish Jr. 
High band and Newell High 
School band under director Har-
old Mollet. Miss Dixie Kendrick 
of St. Onge is Homecoming 
Queen.
    Teacher Exchange Day, 
where teachers teach at a 
neighboring school for a day, 
was conducted last week in the 
Castle Rock District. Mrs. Elvera 
Culver taught at the Dakota 
Range School, Mrs. Josephine 
Jones taught at Moreau School 
and Mrs. Sylvia Anderson taught 
at the Cottonwood School. 
County Superintendent Mrs. 
Alberta Follum was also on 
hand to conduct Iowa Tests to 
the upper grade students.
   Department of Highway 
Maintenance, this week asked 
farmers and ranchers to remove 
bales and stacked hay from the 
highway right-of-way by No-
vember 1. Bales and bunched 
hay create a winter hazard if not 
removed. Hay blocks snow and 
ice adding to the winter mainte-
nance problems and is inconve-
nient for motorists. It is surpris-
ing how much snow can drift 
across roadways behind bales.

  Last Sunday was the 
79th annual Olson Livestock 
Foundation calve exchange 
in Buffalo that was started by 
Reub’s Uncle Claude and Inez 
Olson in 1947. Reub and his 
brother Doug were among the 
first of the ten kids to get their 
calves that year. This year Cop-
per took a calf in to the Olson 
Livestock calf exchange to give 
away and River Lu got her first 
calf that day.

  Monday was Columbus 
Day so there wasn’t any mail 
because of the celebration, but 
those idiots in a lot of the big 
cities across the nation were 
protesting Columbus Day 
although they had no idea what 
they had against Columbus. 
Reub celebrated by spending 
the day spraying weeds in the 
pastures here on the ranch.

  Missy hosted Ladies Aid at 

to Hettinger that day and 
stopped in Reeder on the way 
home to have coffee and visit 
with the Prairie Pioneers. This 
cooler weather is hard on my 
21 hens and I only get about 5 
eggs a day, which will probably 
just get worse. The hens are 
molting now and the chicken 
coop is just filled with all sorts 
of feathers.

  We had to go back to 
Hettinger on Thursday to pick 
up my prescription at White 
Drug and stopped in Reeder to 
get some more weed spray for 
Reub from Southwest Grain. 
The wind was really blowing 
hard all day, but at least it 
didn’t rip up my American flag 
that I hung out that morning. 
After we got home that after-
noon, Scott Rudge from the 
National Weather Service in 
Rapid City stopped in to bring 
me a new rain gauge and taught 
me how to use the CoCoRHaS 
website to leave the weather in-
formation on the internet. I’ve 
been sending Harding County 
weather information to the 
National Weather Service since 
2015, but I didn’t even know 
about that website.

  It was 26 degrees when 
we woke up Friday morning, 
but at least the wind had gone 
down. Bill Holt, Ron and Jarett 
Jenson, Clint and Beau Doll, 
Jeremy Stadheim, and Hughie 
Ulberg came to help Casey, 

the church on Tuesday and feed 
us brownies with ice cream for 
lunch. I didn’t ride down with 
Missy because I had a lot of 
beets loaded in my pickup to 
take to Lori Besler and Will 
and Danielle Larson. Patsy 
Wilkinson, Margretta Hanson, 
Amy Johnson, Teddi Carlson 
and Bev Heier attended the 
meeting, but Linda Mohagen 
was still up in Alaska and Lori 
Besler took her mom to a doc-
tor appointment so they weren’t 
there. I left Lori’s beets at the 
church before I went to Reva 
to get some stuff from the Reva 
Store and I dropped the other 
beets off at Larson’s on the way 
home. When I stopped there, 
I got to see how Sam Larson 
was fixing up the bunk house 
to make it into his shop and it 
really looks nice.

  It’s easy to tell that Fall is 
here. When we got up Wednes-
day morning it was only 28 
degrees here. Reub and I went 

gree weather. Reub’s TV in the 
basement quit on Friday so he 
spent most of the afternoon 
down at Taz and Amanda’s 
house watching football games 
and he missed the call from our 
daughter Teri Dee, but I sure 
had a good visit with her.

  Wade Hofer came to give us 
a really interesting Gideon Re-
port at church Sunday morning 
while Pastor Henry and Linda 
Mohagen were still gone. They 
have come back from Alaska, 
but they were up in North Da-
kota celebrating Pastor Henry’s 
birthday with their family. Our 
grandson Cade and KyLee Ol-
son stopped in to visit with us 
when they were coming back 
from Cade’s youngest brother 
Cass’s last football game in 
Gillette, Wyoming and they got 
to see our son Guy and Megan 
Olson, his other brother Creed, 
and Megan’s parents Steve and 
Pat Mitchell, who were there 
to watch the game too. When 
Cade and KyLee stopped here 
at our house on their way back 
to Beulah, North Dakota, Ca-
sey and Missy, Taz and Aman-
da and the kids all came up 
to visit with Cade and KyLee 
before they all went down to 
clean the church that afternoon. 
It was a really fun afternoon.

Taz, Copper, Knox and River 
Lu roundup the cows at the 
east ranch to sort off the heifer 
calves and haul them home to 
wean them at the lot up at the 
old place. Missy and Aman-
da fed them coffee and some 
delicious goodies over at the 
shop after they got the calves 
unloaded. We all got to listen to 
the calves sing us to sleep that 
evening.

  Reuben lost another one 
of his classmates this week: 
Harlan Lewelyn Enerson, 84, 
of Hettinger, passed away 
on Saturday, October 10, at 
West River Regional Health 
Services. Funeral Services for 
Harlan were on Saturday at the 
Bucyrus Lutheran Church with 
burial at the Bucyrus Cemetery.

  It wasn’t supposed to freeze 
in the night, but when we got 
up Saturday morning the ther-
mometer said it was 26 degrees 
outside and, since I didn’t cover 
my gardens, everything in the 
gardens froze! Reub and I went 
to Harlan Enerson’s funeral in 
Bucyrus Saturday morning and 
stayed for lunch after Harlan’s 
burial. We got to see a lot of 
friends and family while we 
were there. When we got back 
to the ranch that afternoon, 
everyone else was in Buffalo 
for the volley ball quad. It was 
so nice outside that I hung four 
loads of laundry out on the 
clothesline in the almost 80-de-
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Support Local 
Business From the

Beacon and Irrigator.
Your support of local businesses, makes it work.

We’re Newell-Vale-Nisland proud! 

Newell Service Center
101 4th Street- Phone 605-456-3455

Automotive and Pickup Repair Shop · 
Sturdevant’s Parts Store · Oil Lube & 
Filter Service · Gates-Belts & Hoses &  
Custom Hose building· + We sell all class-
es of Tires &  do Tire repair· ATV Services

N N
V

Community Calendar
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There was a lot to discover during the Autumn Bazaar. Longbrake photo(s)

Vendor booths were outside in the sunshine. 
Visiting with our neighbors was part of the fun of the Au-
tumn Bazaar.

Shopping during the Autumn Bazaar at the Vale Commu-
nity Hall.Fred Wilson with his book, Stinky Feet Pete.

Vale Autumn Bazaar Offers Something for Everyone
Robbi Longbrake

news@bellefourchebeacon.com

Robbi Longbrake
news@bellefourchebeacon.com

Neil Brunner received the National Indicator Fraternity 
award. Courtesy photo

Newell Graduate Recognized for Umpir-
ing Excellence

NEWELL—Neil Brunner, a 
Newell High School graduate, 
received national recognition 
for years of high school and 
collegiate-level USA Softball 
umpiring excellence. Brunner 
received the National Indicator 
Fraternity award. 

According to USA Softball, 
the award “is considered the 
highest level award program 
for USA Softball umpires, 
not including the National 
Softball Hall of Fame Umpire 
classification or WBSC certifi-
cation.”

The honor has been around 
since 1986 and recognizes 
umpires who meet certain 
experience and qualification 
requirements.

As part of the prestigious 
honor, Brunner’s name will 
be on display in a kiosk at the 
National Softball Hall of Fame 
in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma. 

In addition to full-time work, 
Brunner and his wife, Saman-
tha, own Relentless Dance 
Studio in Sioux Falls. 

Brunner is the son of Bruce 
and Colleen Brunner of New-
ell.

VALE—Baby quilts, afghans, 
handmade home decor, embroi-
dered gifts, jewelry, books and 
fresh baked goods—the list of 
treasures to discover seemed 
endless at the Vale Community 
Club’s Autumn Bazaar on Oct. 
17. The Vale Community Hall 
was filled to capacity with ven-
dors offering crafts and holiday 
gifts.

Vendors also set up in 
the open spaces outside the 
community hall to offer larger 
items. The weather was per-
fect for spending a Saturday 
shopping for the holidays, with 
warm sunshine and very little 
wind.

There were fun activities for 
the kids to take part in while 
parents spent time wandering 
around from booth to booth. 

The kids had the opportunity 
to make Halloween-themed 
bookmarks and Jess Casteel 
offered face painting. And one 
of the vendors, Fred Wilson, 
had his booth set up to sell his 
book, Stinky Feet Pete. He also 
offered the kids a fun scavenger 
hunt to go along with the book.

No shopping day would be 
complete without good food 
to fuel the holiday shopping 
frenzy! The menu for the day 
included pulled pork nachos or 
mac & cheese with coleslaw, 
dessert and a drink for $10. 

The next events at the Vale 
Community Hall are the trunk-
or-treat in the Community Hall 
parking lot on Oct. 31 at 4 p.m., 
followed by the final bingo of 
the year on Nov. 11 beginning 
at 6 p.m. Bingo cards are $1 
each, with snacks and drinks 
provided.
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