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107th Black Hills Roundup Celebrates
Record- Breakmg Year

Robbi Longbrake
news@bellefourchebeacon.com

BELLE FOURCHE—The
anticipation leading up to the
Black Hills Roundup Rodeo

is exciting as the community
waits for the PRCA rodeo,
carnival, fireworks, parade and
all of the other activities that go
along with the Fourth of July
celebration. But in the blink of
an eye, it’s all over, everyone
packs up and heads out just as
fast as they came. But in that
very short time period, some
of the most amazing things
happen.

The 107th Black Hills
Roundup marked the first time
ever that the PRCA perfor-
mances on the 2nd, 3rd and 4th
of July were all sold out. All of
the assigned seating was gone.
This year, the committee tried
something different: stand-
ing-room-only tickets.

“We tried something new—
kind of like the NFR does—
they sell tickets that are stand-
ing room only. We advertised
that we were sold out, but then
we sold a few tickets that were
standing room only. If people
made the attempt to walk all
the way down here, we went
ahead and sold them a ticket to
come in and stand,” explained
Bill Eastman, Chairman Round-
up Committee. “They were
standing under the VIP area and
we just told them if there’s an
empty seat up in the crowd, you
can go fill in, unless somebody
shows up with a ticket. So 1
think we did very well.”
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The crowd stands up to honor the giant American Flag as it makes a lap around the arena. Longbrake photo

There was a new setup behind
the grandstands that housed a
big screen that played the rodeo
performances live. There were
chairs and tables for people to
get comfortable at and enjoy the
event. “We had a big screen TV
over by the stage, so attendees
could watch it from over there
t00,” said Brenda Whetham,
Secretary Roundup Committee.

During the last performance
on the afternoon of the Fourth
of July, Jake Finlay set a new

arena record in the saddle
bronc riding with a score of
90.5 points on a Championship
Pro Rodeo horse, Rebel Yell.
The arena record had been 90
points and was tied last year by
Waitley Sharon, Ordway, CO,
and in both 2023 and 2024 by
Sage Newman, who scored a
90-point ride each year.

In the barrel racing, another
arena record was set. After the
ground had been run on all
week, Kim Squires turned in a

record-breaking run of 17.03 on
the last day. The ground held
up. “The weather was unbe-
lievably good. We got a little
bit of rain during the week,

but we didn’t get some of the
big storms that the Fourth of
July brings us, so we were very
fortunate there, but we know
the ground was actually good,”
said Eastman. “We actually
brought in Dave Brandt to work
our ground, he’s very well
loved by the barrel racing world

because he’s so good at what he
does. We’re very happy to have
brought him, and we’d like to
make sure that he knows he’s
welcome back every year!”
After four rodeos and slack,
the ground was still good
enough to set the arena record
on the last run of the rodeo. “It
was perfect. I just talked to the
guy that did the ground work,
and he said he couldn’t ask for
anything better than when the
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Fourth of Jul
Continues With

Robbi Longbrake
news@bellefourchebeacon.com

BELLE FOURCHE—The Dino-
saurs of the Hell Creek Museum
celebrated the Fourth of July in
style this year as they participated
in a large variety of events during
the Black Hills Roundup celebra-
tion.

The Museum had a booth in
the vendor area at the Roundup
Grounds during the PRCA rodeos,
and on July Fourth, they had a gi-
ant mosasaurus float in the parade.
But they weren’t quite finished
celebrating, so they invited kids
to come out and participate in the
second annual Raptor Roundup on
July 5.

“This year we had a great
Fourth of July. The billboard on
1-90 is working—we’re getting
lots of traffic. We’re doing good!
The last few days were pretty
busy, obviously. We were closed

on the Fourth of July—we were
doing the parade and all that,”
explained Walter Stein, owner.

The Raptor Roundup was a day
dedicated to the young dinosaur
lovers who wanted to hang out
at the Museum and participate
in dinosaur-themed games. As
an added bonus, those kids who
arrived dressed in a dinosaur
costume got free admission to the
Museum for the day.

Stein, talking into his mega-
phone, gave the rules to each of
the games, and the kids participat-
ed and had a good time. You could
hear their laughter and see smiles
on their faces.

One of the favorite games was
Robot Raptor Races, where the
kids got to maneuver a remote
control dinosaur around a race
track, and the fastest time won.

In another game, Dinosaur
Hunt, the kids had to capture the

Celebration
aptor Roundup

Triceratops. The kids, armed with
hard hats or foam batons, hunted
for the bright green Triceratops
roaming around the area. After the
kids captured it, high-fives were
given all around.

Two races were held outside.
The first was Dinosaur Stampede,
and the kids lined up holding an
inflatable dinosaur on their back
and raced about 20 yards. The sec-
ond was the Raptor Riden’ Race,
where the kids climbed aboard the
inflatable dinosaur and rode it to
the finish line. A few of the little
ones got bucked off the dinos and
ended up on the ground rather
than at the finish line.

The weather outside was hot, so
some of the games were played in-
side the air-conditioned building.
Those were the Excavation Game,
Name the Dino Game and Find
the Fossil, which rounded out the

Raptor Roundup Contd. A8
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Outdoor races were held |nclud|ng one where they car- |
ried inflatable dinosaurs on their backs. Longbrake photo
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Celebrates Independence
lack Hills Roundup Parade

Robbi Longbrake
news@bellefourchebeacon.com

BELLE FOURCHE—The
Black Hills Roundup Parade is
a popular Fourth of July tradi-
tion in Belle Fourche. Begin-
ning long before the morning
of the parade, bleachers begin
going up in random areas
around town along the parade
route. Areas are cordoned off to
save space, and lawn chairs are
dropped off to hold spots along
the route and ensure locals get
the space they want.

Once July Fourth finally
arrives, spectators line up along
the approximately two-mile
parade route to watch the floats,
listen to the music, catch candy
and prizes and dodge the water
spray.

There are often dignitaries
riding in the parade along with
class reunion floats, horses and
royalty. Frequent participants
in the parade, Governor Larry
Rhoden and First Lady Sandy
Rhoden, have attended the Belle
Fourche Parade every year
he has been in office. Sandy

shared that there are many other
parades in South Dakota on
Independence Day, but Belle
Fourche has the best parade of
them all!

The theme “Home of the
Brave, Range of the Free” gave
parade competitors plenty of
inspiration to dress themselves
or decorate their floats. With
155 floats, the 107th Annual
Fourth of July Parade was a
spectacular, colorful celebra-
tion of patriotism and western
heritage.

The Center of the Nation
VFW Post 3312 was this year’s
Parade Marshal, and the Color
Guard was the 842nd Engi-
neer Company of the South
Dakota Army National Guard.
Stationed along the route were
announcers Curt Westland,
Bryton Oedekoven, Jim Kallas
and Jack Verry. They kept the
parade moving along and the
crowd informed and enter-
tained.

New this year was a trial run
to keep the wet floats and the
dry floats separated from each
other, so that anyone who didn’t

want to get wet would have a
chance to move or leave the
area before the floats with water
guns, hoses and/or balloons
were released. A fire truck
moved along the route with a
big banner warning that the wet
floats were behind it. “It seemed
to have gone well. I’ve heard
good feedback about it,” said
Tessa Eaton, Parade Chairman.
“I’m assuming we will continue
doing that going forward.”
Parade judges Ashley Pearson
and Emily Olson picked win-
ners for each category.
Winners for the 2026 Black
Hills Roundup Parade
¢ McClure Ranch Memorial
Award (best depicts this
year’s parade theme)—Pe-
terson 601 Homestead
*  Faye Kennedy Memori-
al Award (most patriotic
entry)—American Colloid
Company, a Minerals Tech-
nologies Company
*  Eva Hanify Rail Memorial
Grand Marshal Award (entry
best representing our western
heritage—awarded by the
Grand Marshal)—TC Outfit
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*  Historic Horse Drawn
Wagon/Buggy—-Brian Kline
Funeral Home

*  Religious Organiza-

tion—N/A

e Business Float—Carr
Coatings

*  Organization—Naja Clown
Patrol

e Band—SuFuDu Drumline
*  Youth Group—Kids & Cops

*  Riding Club (horse)—VLW
Ranch

e Reunion/Generation Float—
The Haywire Logger

*  Riding Group (motorized)—
Black Hills Classic CarsPa

e Best Dressed Western Youth
(12 and under)—Young
Riders 4H Club

e Musical Float—Belle
Fourche Cowboy Band
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A Place of Peace and
Remembrance

« Comfortably seats more than
150 people

« Spacious area for luncheons
« Private visitation areas
+ Family reception room

Family owned & operated

Mark & Debra
Leverington, Owners

Leverington Funeral Home
of the Northern Hills

715 National St. | Belle Fourche, SD | 605-892-3320
LeveringtonFH.com

You will have peace of mind when you can say...
“Bverything has beew taken care of.”

Kline Funeral Chapel
605-892-3964

email: klinefuneralchapel@rushmore.com
website: klinefuneralchapel.com

Brian Kline
Owner
Most of us intend on “getting around to it someday,”
but that someday never comes and we leave our
family wondering whether or not they did the right
thing. It doesn’t have to be like that. It's not pleasant
to be reminded of our own mortality; we can laugh,
cry, or do a little of both. Regardless of how we prefer
to deal with the big questions of life, it always works
out for the best when we face things head on,
especially in regard to such a sensitive issue.

Taking the time to make advanced funeral or crema-
tion planning is a caring and responsible thing to do.
Planning now, while we have the time to consider
every option, can remove significant amount of the
emotional and financial stress that every family must

eventually face.
Kline Funeral Chapel offers an array of Burial and

Cremation Packages to suit any budget.

(800) 456-0514

blackhillsmonument@midconetwork.com
19274 US Hwy 85 ¢ Belle Fourche, SD

www.bhmonument.com

Wed. July 8, 2026 A-2

Karen Joyce Pummel, 86

Karen Joyce Pummel, 86, of Spearfish,
South Dakota, passed away on July 1, 2026.
She was born on September 9, 1939, in Shat-
tuck, Oklahoma, to Bill and Vernice White,
joining siblings Bob and Wildene.

She started school in Fargo, Oklahoma,
and in 1951 her family moved to Grindstone,
South Dakota. She attended several country
schools where she made lifelong friends.

She graduated from Spearfish High
School after her parents moved when her
mom finished her degree at Black Hills
Teacher College.

Karen married Blayne Pummel on June 24, 1957,
and she started working at Lawrence County Extension
Office and then moved on to the U.S. Forest Service. She
quit when Kevin Blayne was born in 1962. Two years
later, Curtis Dale joined the family.

Karen went to work at Northwestern Bell Telephone
Company and worked until the Bell break up in 1984
and that’s when she and Blayne purchased the Spearfish
Clothier.

At that time, they purchased their first cabin and
continued to have cabins. In 1990, grandson Lucas was
born and they built their final cabin, many family and
friends’ memories were centered around cabin life.

They loved living in Spearfish and giving back to
the community. She served as president of the Cham-
ber of Commerce, Lawrence County Chairman for the
American Cancer Society and the Matthews’ Opera
House Committee Chairperson, just to name a few. It
was sometime in June of 2026 when she turned her key
in at the Wild Rose downtown gift shop, where she had
enjoyed working with Emily and Tiara for years.

After Blayne retired in 2003, they purchased a fifth
wheel and spent winters in California, Arizona and
Florida, but were always anxious to get home to their
sons and families.

Karen lived with an undeniable and enviable zest
for life. She was a straight shooter with a warm heart,

a proud Spearfish historian, and the quintessential boy
mom who later embraced her role as grandma with the
same enthusiasm and love.

An avid reader, Karen was a devoted supporter of

the Spearfish library, where her curiosity and
love of reading found a home.

She and Blayne delighted in opening
their home to family and friends. Their
incredible cooking was legendary, and many
of their happiest evenings were spent on the
patio sharing good food, great conversation
and a cocktail.

Karen never met a stranger. She was a
hugger by nature, genuinely curious about
others, and had a remarkable gift for making
people feel seen and welcome.

Whether gathering with her wine group,
enjoying Bunco nights, traveling to new places or sim-
ply spending time with friends, Karen built lifelong
connections wherever she went. She leaves behind an
enormous circle of friends who were enriched by her
generosity, laughter, and unwavering friendship.

More than anything, Karen embraced life tully,
and those who knew her will remember her for the
fun, warmth and authenticity she brought to every
room she entered.

In addition to her parents, Bill and Vernice, she
was preceded in death by Blayne’s parents George and
Lucille, brothers Clayton (Darlene) Pummel, Willard
(Marie) Pummel, Ruth (Merle) Herberg, her brother
Bob White, sister Wildene Fortune and son Curtis.

Karen is survived by her husband of 69 years,
Blayne, son Kevin (Lisa), grandsons Blayne and Lucas,
bonus grandchildren; Christie, Joe, Zack, and Ashley,
and numerous nieces and nephews.

The Pummel family would like to thank the
Hospice House in Rapid City for their incredible care
of Karen.

Services will be held at 10:30 AM on Wednesday,
July 8, 2026, Our Savior’s Lutheran Church in Spear-
fish. Memorial donations may be sent to the Hospice
House at 224 Elk Street, Rapid City, South Dakota,
57701, and the Spearfish Food Pantry at 131 Yankee
Street, Spearfish, South Dakota, 57783.

Arrangements are under the care of Fidler-Isburg
Funeral Chapels and Isburg Crematory of Spearfish.
Online condolences may be written at www.fidler-is-
burgfuneralchapels.com

Raymond Kenneth Osborne 83

Raymond Kenneth Osborne, affection-
ately known as Sonny by family and friends,
peacefully passed away at Monument Health
Hospital in Sturgis South Dakota on Tuesday
June 30th2026 at the age of 83.

Sonny was born in Belle Fourche on
September 14th 1942 to Vernon and Iscle
“Babe” Osborne. As a young boy, he attended
school at Belle Fourche Elementary and
High Schools. On June 8th, 1964, he married
Shirley Jeannette Holman. Together they had
three children, Vernon, Doug and Melanie.

Sonny was a cowboy through and
through and spent the majority of his younger years
working on ranches in South Dakota, Montana, Wy-
oming, and Nevada doing everything from care and
feeding of cattle and horses to maintenance of build-
ings, fences, corrals and machinery. For about 10 years,
he owned and operated his own contracting company
building fences, sheds, barns and corrals, to include the

corrals at the St. Onge Stockyards. Inevitably, Sonny was

pulled back to what he loved doing most; working with
horses. He focused on training, conditioning and show-

ing horses for several ranches in Nevada. He took lots of

pride in his work and for good reason; he was amazing
at it. His knowledge, expertise, strong work ethic and
dedication earned him numerous ribbons and trophies

at local and National/World Horse Shows. When it came

time to retire in 2011, he moved back to
Belle Fourche where he lived out his remain-
ing days until moving into long-term care in
Sturgis in January of 2025.

Sonny’s wishes were to be cremated and
laid to rest alongside his family members at
the Pine Slope Cemetery, 200 SD-34, Belle
Fourche, South Dakota. An Open House/
Visitation is scheduled for Monday July
13th, 2026 from 11:00 am to 1:00 pm at
Kline Funeral Chapel, 838 State Street in
Belle Fourche, South Dakota. Burial will
immediately follow the Open House.

Sonny is survived by his sister, Rosalie Schulz of
Elko Nevada, his sons Vernon (Annie) Osborne of Bel-
levue, NE and Doug (Ada) Osborne of Crescent Valley,
NV his daughter Melanie Osborne of Rapid City,

SD and their mother Shirley Huff of Spearfish SD, 5
grandchildren and 8 great grandchildren and many
nieces and nephews that called him Uncle Sonny.

Any cards, or donations to help cover costs can be
brought to the Kline Funeral Chapel in Belle Fourche
during the Open House on July 13th, or mailed to his
daughter: Melanie Osborne at 308 College Lane Apt 2,
Rapid City SD 57701.

An online guest book and video tribute is avail-
able at klinefuneralchapel.com

Todd Robert Hudson 65

Todd Robert Hudson, 65, passed away
on Saturday, July 4, 2026, at his home in
Sioux Falls.

Memorial services will be held at
2:00 pm, Friday, July 10, 2026, at Miller
Funeral Home - Southside Chapel (7400 S.
Minnesota Ave., Sioux Falls), with visita-
tion beginning one hour prior.

Please visit www.millerth.com for full
obituary details.

%ﬁf millf@fmemi' Home

& on-site crematory

Pastor’s Perspective

‘“Making Money Your Friend”

He also said to His disciples:
“There was a certain rich man
who had a steward, and an accusa-
tion was brought to him that this
man was wasting his goods. So he
called him and said to him, ‘What
is this I hear about you? Give an
account of your stewardship, for
you can no longer be steward.’
Then the steward said within him-
self, “What shall I do? For my master is taking
the stewardship away from me. I cannot dig; I

am ashamed to beg. I have resolved what to do,

that when I am put out of the stewardship, they
may receive me into their houses.” So he called
every one of his master’s debtors to him, and
said to the first, ‘How much do you owe my
master?’ And he said, ‘A hundred measures

of oil.” So he said to him, ‘Take your bill, and
sit down quickly and write fifty.” Then he

said to another, ‘And how much do you owe?’
So he said, ‘A hundred measures of wheat.’
And he said to him, ‘Take your bill, and write
eighty.’So the master commended the unjust
steward because he had dealt shrewdly. For

the sons of this world are more shrewd in their
generation than the sons of light. And I say to
you, make friends for yourselves by unrigh-

This Perspective is from Pastor
Jack Hayford.

teous mammon, that when you fail,
they may receive you into an ev-
erlasting home. He who is faithful
in what is least is faithful also in
much; and he who is unjust in what
is least is unjust also in much.”
-Luke 16:1-10

Money, growth and fruitfulness
are closely tied together. People
sometimes regard money as an
unspiritual issue, but Jesus was very bold on
the subject of finances. In the three years of
His public ministry, people understood that
He was interested in them, not in money. The
basic principle of release for all fruitfulness,
including finances, has to do with giving.

Salvation has no price tag; you can go to
heaven even if you never give God a dime.
Growth, however, often hinges on a deci-
sion to take a fundamental point of bibli-
cal commitment in giving. You determine
whether the finances of this life are governed
by world’s system, or the Lord’s. This what
Jesus is teaching here: Which spirit are you
going to be ruled by? By the Divine hand of
God, who is the Giver of all, or the spirit of
the world, which is mammon?

Tmyerfor the Week

Cl-lbfy Lord, Thank You for grace. Please help me move beyond the hurdles
that tri}o me up and give me the strengtﬁ and wisdom to look up and see the
hope 1 run toward in Christ. In Jesus’ Name, Amen.

Philippians 2:3-4
Do notﬁing from seﬁsﬁ ambition or conceit, but in ﬁumi(ity count
others more sigm’ﬁcant than yourse[\/es. Let each cf you look not onfy to

his own interests, but also to the interests of others.
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FFA Hosts 8th Annual Burger Bash
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Belle Fourche High School FFA Chapter members serve burgers and hot dogs to the commu-

nity at the 8th Annual Burger Bash. Longbrake photo(s)

Robbi Longbrake
news@bellefourchebeacon.com

BELLE FOURCHE—Com-
munity members gathered at
Rail Park in downtown Belle
Fourche on July 1 for the Annual
Burger Bash hosted by the Belle
Fourche FFA chapter. The event
offered a chance to enjoy warm
summer weather, local shopping
and visiting with neighbors.

This event is in its 8th year. “It
was first promoted through the
Beacon—Doug Cole, eight years
ago wanted to host an event
trying to get people downtown . .
. This year it’s the Belle Fourche
Walking History—they’re the
sponsor host—we find some
sponsors to help offset the cost,
and then it’s a free will donation
to the public—just an outreach
opportunity for the Belle Fourche
Chapter,” explained Austin Bish-
op, Belle Fourche FFA Advisor.

The FFA members worked
hard to secure community spon-
sorships to help with the event.
“We talked to quite a few places
on Main Street, and then me and

my brother went and talked to
Ivory Dental in Spearfish and
Country Gals Quilting out of
Vale they’ve all donated money
and sponsored this to help this
event happen,” shared Kate
Blair, FFA Secretary. “Redwater
Meats donated all the beef that
we used for the burgers.”

Redwater Meats donated
locally raised beef burgers to
support the FFA group and the
Burger Bash. “We did 200 patties
and 40 hot dogs, and there’s not
many left,” said Bishop. “We had
a very good turnout!”

While there is a free will
offering bucket, the event isn’t
just about fundraising, but about
giving back to the community
that supports them in all they do.
“It’s more of a community out-
reach, honestly than a fundraiser
(if we raise money) we use it for
funds to go to leadership camps.
We host a leadership day here at
the high school as well, and so
it helps kind of offset some of
those costs,” explained Bishop.
“We actually have eight officers
and members at camp right now,

and so it just kind of helps offset
some of these little camps and
opportunities for these students,
along with it helps out going to
nationals. We had nine qualify
for national FFA this year.”

Bishop, in his ninth year as
that Belle Fourche FFA Advisor,
said they were taking 13 students
to Nationals this year. The event
is October 19-25 in Indianapolis.
“It’s gonna be one of those things
where we have opportunity
to really showcase our mem-
bers and what they can do and
accomplish—it’s very amazing,”
he said.

With 70 active FFA members
in the Belle Fourche Chapter, the
program is going strong. Bishop
credits the youth involved for
all the success. “The kids make
it easy—Ilast year [ was selected
for the third time in a row—the
Golden Owl District Five, and
you know, I honestly don’t know
why, because the kids are the
ones that do it all, and I just
make sure that the wheels on the
bus don’t fall off,” he said. “The
kids that we have, the students,

Looking for the right cold drink in the stocked coolers.
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drinks.
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these young adults, these leaders
are awesome!”

Blair, who has been a member
for four years, likes what she
gets from FFA. “Getting relation-
ships and friendships out of it,
meeting new people and net-
working, while also learning new
skills and just being involved in
the community,” she said.

FFA offers a variety of oppor-
tunities that can fit many differ-
ent interests. Bishop explained,

“The benefit is leadership
skills and community involve-
ment. [ mean, that’s what truly
makes a great citizen, you know,
is that kind of leadership quali-
ties and just being involved. It’s

ST A, et T o Lot teo
Belle Fourche Police officers stopped by the Burger Bash to enjoy some good food and cold

Stress-free dental care

with IV sedation

Designed for your comfort every
step of the way

crazy because with FFA, there
are so many opportunities for an
individual to take and go their
own route.”

Attendees had their choice be-
tween hamburgers and hot dogs
along with chips and a cookie.

A variety of cold drinks were
offered as well.

Bishop is very appreciative
of all of the community support
that the Chapter receives. “The
success we’ve had in the eight
years that I’ve been here in
Belle Fourche is pretty astro-
nomical with the support we get
from the community—it never
ceases to amaze me what these
kids can do,” he shared.

Belle Fourche 4-H Rodeo
Participants to Pass Peace Torch

ce Run Team

with Int’l Pea
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The 2026 team. Courtesy photo

BELLE FOURCHE—The Sri
Chinmoy Oneness-Home Peace
Run (peacerun.org), history’s
largest peace torch relay, will be
in Belle Fourche on Friday, July
10th at 10:30am.

The international team from
7 different countries are on a
4-month journey through all

50 states in honor of the 250th
Anniversary of America. They
share a message that peace
begins with the individual.
Along the route they meet with
schools, youth organizations
and groups to give local citizens
an opportunity to express their
hopes and dreams for peace.

The team will cover 87 miles
on the 10th running from Belle
Fourche to Rapid City on Rte.
85 passing the Peace Torch
along the way.

For nearly 40 years the Peace
Run has traversed over 160 na-
tions throughout the Americas,
Europe, Asia, Africa and Aus-

tralia as a symbol of humanity’s
universal aspiration for a more
peaceful world.

A team of runners left New
York City on April 16th and will
pass the Torch along the over
10,000-mile route. The continu-
ous relay will run through all 50
states in honor of the 250th An-
niversary of America during the
4-month journey before arriving
back in New York in August.
The team will run in Alaska and
Hawaii in September. The Eu-
ropean Peace Run will begin in
Helsinki, Finland on May 18th
and will make presentations in
13 countries.

Since the inaugural Run
in 1987, more than 7-million
people have participated. Com-
mendations have come from
many world figures including
Pope Francis, President Nelson
Mandela, President Mikhail
Gorbachev, Saint Mother Teresa,
Olympians, state governors, city
mayors and celebrities across
the world.

Carl Lewis, 9-time Olym-
pic Gold-medalist, said, “By
carrying the Torch, you will
be bridging cultural and social
barriers, and all the boundaries
that separate nation from nation.
You will be the living proof of
the ancient vision of having
a beautiful and harmonious
world.”

[ 4

3
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SRI CHINMOY
ONENESS-HOME

PEACE
RUN

The Peace Run was inspired
by visionary Sri Chinmoy to
give citizens a dynamic way to
express their own hopes and
dreams for a more harmonious
world. An athlete, philosopher,
artist, musician and poet, Sri
Chinmoy dedicated his life to
advancing the ideals of world
harmony and said, “How can
we have peace? Not by talking
about peace, but by walking
along the road of peace.”

Contact: Prakhara Harter
(404) 275-1612
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Photos from the Roundup Parade

Photos from the 2026 Roundup Fourth of July parade. Photo credits: Hunter Anderson
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The United States Air Force Academy Band

Photo credits: Hunter Anderson

Originally established in 1955
at Lowry Air Force Base near
Denver, Colorado, the United
States Air Force Academy Band,
located in Colorado Springs, uses
the power of music to honor our
nation’s flag, leaders and veterans;
inspire Airmen and Guardians and
the next generation to serve; and
connect the Department of the Air
Force to the American public and
audiences around the world.

One of only two Air Force
premier bands and the only De-
partment of Defense premier band
located west of the Appalachian
Mountains, the United States Air
Force Academy Band provides
year-round support to the United
States Air Force Academy and
the more than 4,000 cadets in
the cadet wing, helping develop
outstanding leaders of character
and quality who will serve our
country as officers in the United
States Air Force and United States
Space Force. Moreover, perfor-
mance teams travel throughout
the United States assisting the Air

Force Academy in recruiting stu-
dents excited to pursue a world-
class education and rewarding
career.

Beyond supporting the United
States Air Force Academy, the
band travels throughout the states
of Colorado, Idaho, Kansas,
Montana, New Mexico, North
and South Dakota, Utah, and Wy-
oming showcasing the excellence
and professionalism of the United
States Air Force and the Air Force
Academy. These community
relations concerts seek to inspire
patriotism and service, and con-
nect our nation’s citizens to their
armed forces.

Performing groups and individ-
uals also regularly offer clinics
to junior high, high school, and
university students. Furthermore,
band members are honored to
deploy in support of the United
States Air Forces Central Com-
mand mission, promoting troop
morale, diplomacy, and outreach
to international communities.

Typically, the United States

Air Force Academy Band shares
information about the Air Force
and Air Force Academy missions
with 1.5 million live audience
members, 75 million television
viewers, and over 400,000 radio
listeners each year.

Under the command of
Lieutenant Colonel Michael D.
Hoerber, the 62 professional
Airman-musicians of the United
States Air Force Academy Band
come together to create nine
professional ensembles that have
been featured in Carnegie Hall,
the Grand Ole Opry, on Fox &
Friends and SiriusXM radio.
Whatever the event, the men
and women of the United States
Air Force Academy Band are
prepared and proud to serve the
Air Force and Air Force Academy
missions around the world.

Their Freedom 250 Tour
include concerts in Colorado
Springs, CO, Mt. Rushmore,
Belle Fourche, Rapid City, and
Casper, Wyoming.

Belle Fourche
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Ceater of the Nation Tmplant lince
19026 US Hwy 85
Belle Fourche, SD 57717
605-892-3603 | 800-611-8796
NehIDental.com
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From A1 107th Roundup

first barrel racer and the last
barrel racer to go actually win—
he said that’s a ground man’s
dream,” said Whetham.

Having the crowd involved in
the rodeo experience makes the
performances fun. “The crowd
participation was awesome
throughout all performances
including the ranch rodeo. . .I
thought today was awesome be-
cause it was America’s 250th—
what a wonderful day to spend
at a rodeo, especially the Black

Hills Roundup,” shared Eastman.

“Troop 200 out of Kentucky
came here, and they had a 30-
foot by 50-foot American flag
that we had them bring out in the
middle of the arena and stretch
it out with first responders and
veterans...And then we did the
Pledge of Allegiance—Steve
Goedert, one of our fine an-
nouncers, is a veteran and so
what a wonderful guy to start
the Pledge of Allegiance. After
he said a few words, he shut up,
and the crowd took over—it was
touching—emotional.”

As many people know, the
Fourth of July run is called Cow-
boy Christmas and the cowboys
and cowgirls try to get to as
many rodeos as they can. The
Black Hills Roundup Rodeo
paid out a total of $182,885 in
prize money as top contestants
traveled through Belle Fourche
during this busy rodeo week.

iy
B

Even though the Black Hills
Roundup is a big event, it is held
in a rather small town where
everyone is willing to help each
other out. And on the Fourth of
July, they did just that. “We had
some great cowboys out today,
and we had some cowboys that
were in a hurry—Ilike every
Fourth of July—there are a lot
of rodeos to get to,” explained
Eastman. “So, the Sheriff’s
Department brought down their
paddy wagon, and we loaded up
five cowboys in there as soon as
they got off their saddle bronc
horse, they all jumped in there,
and the Sheriff’s Department
gave them a ride to the airport,
so they could get onto the next
rodeo fast!”

Without a host of sponsors, the
Black Hills Roundup couldn’t
happen. “If it wasn’t for our
sponsorship, we wouldn’t be
doing what we’re doing,” said
Eastman. “It’s very expensive to
put on this whole deal, from a
carnival to a parade to fireworks
to four nights of rodeo and then
a ranch rodeo—it’s very expen-
sive, and so our sponsorships pay
for a great portion of that, and we
are so very thankful for them—
very, very thankful!”

The same thing is true for
the large amount of volunteers
it takes to put the Roundup to-
gether. “I would like to reiterate
how appreciative I am of all of
the people that come forward

July 2026!

and help. The chairman’s duties
are a tiny, little portion, but I'm
so appreciative to know that we
have so much support within the
community and the surrounding
area and beyond,” said Eastman.
“Thank you to the City of Belle
Fourche for their support and
dedicated commitment to making
this celebrated week so inviting,
to all of our specialty acts, to

all of our stock contractors with
timed events and rough stock, to
definitely all of the volunteers
that did this for free, also the
many Veterans and First Re-
sponders for their service to this
community and this great coun-
try. We appreciated having such
a great group available to be hon-
ored in the parade and Rodeo on
the 4th of July. The BHR Team is
very thankful for all the Queens
that helped make this week so
memorable...thank you!”

If anyone is still in the Black
Hills Roundup Rodeo spirit, the
2026 Black Hills Roundup poster
is still available. The profit from
the poster funds the Black Hills
Roundup Foundation, which rais-
es money for various charitable
organizations and also provides
college scholarships. For $30,
you can get a souvenir to remind
you of all the fun memories of
the 107th Black Hills Roundup
Rodeo. You can purchase them
on the Black Hills Roundup
website.

Matt Merritt entertains the crowd as the clown and barrelman. Stock ran into the banner

and knocked it down, Merritt is attempting to fix it.

="

Kids entered the arena to catch a calf during the calf scramble.

Governor Larry Rhoden and First Lady San-dy\Rhoden visited the Black Hills Roundup

Rodeo and met with Artemis House representatives.

Wed. July 8, 2026

Two ety sheriffs were mounted on horseback the whole
week at the Black Hills Roundup Rodeo. Longbrake photo(s)

arena.

Ll ;
2026 Teen Miss Rodeo South Dakota, Taryn Thompson,
carries the Amerlcan Flag durlng the National Anthem

Joe MacQueen, Millmerran, AU, rides Shotgun Blues from
the Burch Rodeo Company in the Saddle Bronc Riding.

1
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Pickup Men for the Black Hills Roundup Rodeo are Troy
Crowser, T.K. Sampson and Clinthale Hale.

Midway West Amusements Carnival at night.
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Summer means outside music & indoor theater fun! Every Thursday is Hometown Thursday concerts at the CON Visitors Center Q{)?-//(}\

welcomes all for danceable bands & food. The Arts Council music in Herrmann Park means beautiful evenings through this month,
and late July will bring Minnesela to the stage.

MINNESELA UPDATE: THERE WILL BE 4 PERFORMANCES! JULY 23-26. 5,” up
MINNESELA FUN FACT: The main character is named Emma & the actor portraying her is also an Emma - Emma Tinsley! o

Getting to know the show that was born right here in this area, I checked out the BFACT summary of this western comedy at their website: “Orig-
inally produced by the Belle Fourche High School in 2010, this beloved show about the ghost town sister town of Belle Fourche tells the story of
Emma has she travels from the big city to track down her hero and star of his own book, Tom Bragg, deputy of Minnesela. Tom has his own worries
from a woman who wants to be his betrothed and the brother of a man he killed who wants him dead, and the truth of his own story catching up with
him. These two collide, as well as many hilarious characters in the once thriving town of... Minnesela!”

Your presence at all the upcoming events is much appreciated, so don’t forget to add all these upcoming fine arts events to your calendars!

July 9, Hometown Thursdays, 6-9 PM: Jessica Loobey

July 15, Concerts in Herrmann Park, 7 PM: Green Dolphin Jazz

July 16, Hometown Thursdays, 6-9 PM: Brandon Jones

July 22, Concerts in Herrmann Park, 7 PM: Northern Hills Community Band
July 23, Hometown Thursdays, 6-9 PM: Wilt Brothers

July 24-26, 7 PM: BFACT Production: MINNESELA

July 29, Concerts in Herrmann Park, 7 PM: BFHS Drumline

July 30, Hometown Thursdays, 6-9 PM: Tim Zach Band

August 6, Hometown Thursdays, 6-9 PM: JJ Kent w Aces and 8s

Green Dolphin Jazz Quartet to play

i | — \

Wednesday, July 15—The Green bolphin Jézz Quartet will perform in Hermann Park, 7:00-8:00 pm. Rain location is St. Joseph’s
Episcopal Church. The program will include jazz standards and swing tunes. Members include Christopher Hahn, trumpet; Janeen
Larsen, keyboard; Terry Rathbun, drums; and Gary Renner, bass guitar. Courtesy photo

q&ﬂg@ 7

—Arts Co

USAF ACADEMY
BAND

7 PM

BELLE FOURCHE P
COwWBOY BAND ‘":I'"' 7 [
5 PM

CONCERT SERIES
DOUGLAS

PHILLIPS June 4 Stereo Tri
b | Junel Tyler Bills

GREEN DOLPHIN JUL .h > June 18 Camp Comfort
e ' June 25 Dakota Country
July 2 Williams & Wright
S O RN EE S . July 9 Jessica Loobey
7 P July 16 Brandon Jones
BELLE oMM T b7 o July 23 V\!ilt Brothers
HIGH DRUMLINE 29 . July 30 Tim Zach Band

7 PM

August6 JJKentw/ Aces & 8's

HERMANN PARK, BELLE FOURCHE, SD &
If there is rain relocate to the Rec Center v
ICE CREAM AVAILABLE BY DONATION ‘.‘, WWW. HOMETOWNTHURSDAYSBF.COM

belle fourche area

Contrmecrzcty Slhealer

A CCMEDY (F WESTERN PROIPOETVIONS
BY DEREK & BOEB OLS(ON

DON'T MISS OUT /_JULY 23 - 26
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Raptor Roundup From A1

Wed. July 8, 2026

fun for the day.

After all of the games con-
cluded, it was time for prizes!
Stein addressed the kids and
their families and said, “I got
prizes for everybody for partic-
ipating in the event. Thank you,
guys! You did a wonderful job!
All of you did great! You guys
don’t have to go if you want to,
go through the exhibits and look
around some more, go for it!”

The Museum is open Wednes-
day through Saturday from 10
a.m. to 6 p.m. and Sunday from
10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

The Dinosaurs of the Hell
Creek Museum is busy pre-
paring for their next big event,
Rock’in Rock, Mineral and
Fossil Show on August 15 and
16 during the last weekend of
the Sturgis Rally. The event will
have vendors and food trucks
along with Pass the Mike Enter-
tainment karaoke on Saturday,
August 15, from 1 p.m. to 3
p.m. and Road State Ramblers
from 4 p.m. to 6 p.m. and then
the musical duo Bittersweet on
Sunday, August 16, from 1 p.m.
to 3 p.m. and the West Dakota
Band from 4 p.m. to 6 p.m. You
are invited to bring your lawn
chairs and hang out for the day.
Hitching Post Tap House will

provide a beer garden. Mark . ‘ ,,
your C"cﬂendars and plan to Kids who came dressed in a dinosaur costume got into the
attend! Museum, explains the rules to the next contest. museum free of charge for the day.

- - e
e o i ; — 3
Laughter could be heard as the participants captured the dinosaur after chasing him In the Robot Raptor Race, each contestant had to guide
around the area. the remote control Dino around the race track in the

fastest time.

Sl P

The kld‘S raced o
line in the Raptor Riden’ event.

CHAMBER

MIXER
STEEL PRODUCTS

Monday- July 13th
4:30-6:30 PM

- - d I 4 |
_':‘.'JJ' ; P ] , - e o frl

After all of‘the competitions were over, all of the kids got to select a prize from the box.
Kids had a hard time deciding which Dino artifact they wanted the most.
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90/}59 buSiness on
PHONES: 1-800-249-1995 » 605-642-2200 » FAX 605-642-7628 our word and a thandshake!

Our Internet Address: www.stongelivestock.com E-mail: stongeg@
We appreciate your business. Call any one of us any time if you have stock to sell. We are glad to come to your ranch.

Justin Tupper ~ Cattle Yards Manager Doug Dietterle ~ Auc‘tloneer 605-788-2963 Ray Pepin ~ Fieldman: 605-892-5072
605-680-0259 Cody Tupper ~ Auctioneer 605-569-3589 Scott Crowser ~ Fieldman: 605-645-2654
Brooke Tupper ~ Office Mgr. 605-642-2200 Tim Tetrault ~ Fieldman: 605-642-9792 « :

605-641-0328 JL Driskill ~ Fieldman: 307-660-5422

ST. ONGE LIVESTOCK Now Broadcasts our Sales live on the internet at WWW.CATTLEUSA.COM

Friday, July JULY 10, 2026 NEWELL SHEEP YARDS NEWELL SHEER YARDS

Weigh Up Cows & Bull Special July 9th, 2026 61:;;,23 n&!)o;;g:fyve
9:00 AM — Weigh Ups FEEDER LAMB SPECIAL 1-800-409-4149 - 605-456.2348
12:00 Noon — Feeder Cattle Followed By Bred Cows 1:00 PM Barney Barnes Sheep Yards Fieldman : Gilbert Wood
Mgr. - 605-641-2333 605-456-2400
BT-Branding Time Shots PC-PreCondition Shots DF-Drug Free BV-Bangs Vaccinated NI-No Implants Please Have Animals In By 10:00 AM Auctioneer: Casey Humble 605-641-7100
So They Can All Be Weighed Before The Sale! 605-490-9829 Pl 350006
2026 CATTLE SALES ) 605-354-9966
July 10th - Weigh Up Cow & Bull Special - Selling All Classes Of Cattle Watch Our Sales Live On Cattleusal 2026 SHEEP SALES
July 17th - Yrlg & Weigh Up Special - Selling All Classes Of Cattle July9th Feader Lamb SpeciaI-SeIIing All Classes Of Sheep&Goats
July 24th - Weigh Up Cow & Bull Special - Selling All Classes Of Cattle We are reps for N July 16th~RegularSele - Seling Al Classes Of Sheep & Goats
July 31st-Yrig & Fall Calf Special - Selling All Classes Of Cattle SUPERIOR LIVESTOCK AUCTION ‘ w July 24 -Feeder Lamb Special- SeIIing Al Classes Of Sheep & Goats
AuQUSt 7th -leg & Fa" calf Spemal = se"mg A" C|asses Ofcattle Video Auction Time is Coming up very, quickly - If you are P Mcﬁo‘ns Ju'ysmh_ Regularsale_se"ingA" Classes ofsheep&Goab
- = considering filming your Calves or Yearlings for Fall Deliver
August 4t - No Sale Due To The Sturgis Bike Rall Corr i (U (o (B 188 V2 Gl [ Bse e ugustth-Feeder Lam Specil- Seling Al Classs OfSheen  Godts
st Yog el gl s 1t s et s s it o T, | A 4o S o e Sugs e il
ugus -t mg_ pecia - ¢ mgl 35588 aue ?(?mir};;gYoS é'gn’%n‘lé)’%(z gz;/d:l}? feve;:;ll ’I(Julrse(;§ until-3|pr-n, ||Y¢\;JouO ;t;g}_lr rlengelclet;“%%a:%%; August 20th - Feeder Lamb SpECIa| = Se||lng A" Classes OfSheep & Goats
R T | g ngasn sl
S e S e e O Sl Tl en i (e e S s September 3 -Feeder Lamb Special- Seling Al Classes Of Sheep & Goats
T B e o charged $4f or Brandy Escott at 406-421-5579 or 406-951-1666 or Justin Tupper at 605-680-0259. | September 10th - Feeder Lamb Special - Slling Al Clases Of Sheep & Goats

INE WESTERM WEAR FINE WESTERN WEAR
BELLE FOURCHE, S0 _ _RELLE FOURGHE, S0

TODDLER ROPES

girls & boys

owpovson QN comorsmo [ omosme W owmosor W owmsm
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CELEBRATINE

AMERICAS

DETAILS

CONGRATULATIONS TO
OUR 2026 RECIPIENT
HONORING YOUR SERVICE.
INSPIRING OUR NATION.
-

ABOUT THE BOOTCAMP
The Rural COSTARTERS Online Bootcamp is a
fully virtuzl, hands-on program deasigned for X
' 4\ - aspiring entrepreneurs across South Dakota 100% Online
HONORING DUR MILITAR FIRST RESPI i e and neighboring states. In just five focused
RIDE * VOTE * HONOR * CELEBRAT =3 : sessions, yolUrll collaborate with pesrs and
. = 4 M s experienced facilitators to shape your idea and
Au G u ;%T g - 2 2 E - i) : T take real steps toward launching a business.
BELLE FO . SD TO BUFFALD CHIP CAR ND UL This interactive exparience guidas you through
PROUDLY D BY FROES DEGIL five key stages: Ideate your concept, Discover
g i your customer, Promote your value, Build your
,m-\ model, and Launch with clarity and confidencs.

POWERSPORTS
Whether you're starting from scrateh orrefining
_ an existing idea, this bootcamp equips rural
WEW entrepranaurs with practical tools, personalized
VETDRANS OF FOREIGN WARS . support, and a community of like-mindead doers.

I s F : g ’
g Brookings Regional Growth Alllance, Dakota Rescurces,
Tim Syivia : 5 Dakota Wesleyan University, Glacial Lakes Area Dev,,

'y o e ¥ Northern Innovation and Startup Center, Southern Hills
= - - — : Ecomomic Dev, Sturgis Economic Development Corp.

SCAN TO REGISTER

TIME FOR
“Pie in the Face”

Macy's Cheerleaders
July 9th
At Hometown Thursday Night
Starting at 7pm

Support our cheerleaders the Spirit of C
heading to New York by booth where pies can be |
urchasing a pie. purchased for $5. Upon e
5 2B purchase, participants can Class for kids!

choose from five cheerleaders to Saturday, July 11
pie in the face. Tri-State Museum and Visitor Center

PEARSON
BLOCK
HOUS

VINTAGE AND MODERN

PEARSON
BLOCK

CANDY SHOP

]

STATE STREET - BELLE FOURCHE -

PEARSONBLOCK.COM
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11363 US Hwy 212 - Belle Fourche, SD 57717
605-892-2230
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Case Disk Chisel CIH 4900 Cultivator JD 338 Baler Woods 3180
12’ with 4” spikes 40’ 540 PTO 15’

5 Bar Harrow LIKE NEW!

Mick B. Harrison S
Attists _/icense

and oberwondeements

“Bullrider” g
oil Pk Mo

ELevATE YOUR HAY ProbpucTION!

Low-rate financing available on
remaining inventory

ONLY $41,900!

Website:
www.MickHarrison.com
Email: T.]. Swan
miclflqg:rlﬁfs,;%com Wd15-2167 Sihsi b
B05-375-3766 Fax PU Box 513
bra@sdplains.com Buffalo, 5D 57720
Livestock Vaccine & Vet Supplies
Bagged & Bulk Livestock Feed
Protein Supplement Tubs
Salt & Mineral
Mailing Address: Horse Tack
£ T L Mick Harrison
ot sierue | [ IRRIGATION PRCS.
HARGISON SD 57717 SPRINKLER SYSTEMS

i FREE ESTIMATES = AND LANDSCAPING

Fast, Friendly Servicel
DOUGLAS PETRE

5.680. 1t

Belle Fourche SD, 577174
“DirtWorks@norcell. us|

WENGER

Sales / Installation / Service / Residential / Commercial
Need a new door? Old door need repair? Call:

Erset:iemates 6 O 5 = 5 6 9 '2 3 9 7 Foiilliz

Black Hills Vision Care
“Keeping Your Future in

Optometrist ‘ Opticians

eSprinkler Systems
Installation &
Maintainence

elandscaping

eRetaining Walls

PINE’S EDGE MINI BARNS LLC

&, ,/ & your own
& / mi@m ﬂﬂi §  WITH 3D
| T = BUILDER!

FREE DELIVERY

‘“ OLD HICKORY

\ — BUILDINGS & SHEDS —

Marny Slyles to Choode From 19060 US HWY 85
BELLE FOURCHE, SD

605-723-5952

Dr. Heidi Nash Steve Jewett
December White

s ~ x605-892-2020
1830 5’rh Avenue Belle Fourche

CLOSED TUESDAYS

FARM BUREAU
FINANCIAL SERVICES

Registered Representative

2111 5th Ave Belle Fourche, SD 57717
(605) 892-2120

MAUER CONTRACTING LLC.

TAKING CARE OF PEOPLE SINCE 2020

Experienced in remodels, roofing, decks,
windows,siding, handyman projects,
hail/storm repair, local, and professional service.

We answer the calls when others don'’t.

Fwﬁ SON :_:sDAROTAI—IR,LOM
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Erin L. Melling
Attorney at Law
Licensed in SD, ND, and MT

Aaron W. Roseland
Attorney at Law
Licensed in SD and ND
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Look.-ng Back in Beﬂe Sponsored by:

Pioneer Bank & Trust

700 State Street |

Belle Fourche

(605) 892-2536

Local.

Shawn D. Stinton, D.C.
Stinton Chiropractic Clinic, P.C.

“Consider chiropractic care first.”

517 Grant Street
Belle Fourche, SD 57717

C
H
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R
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1
C (605) 892-4909

SEPTIC SYSTEMS - BASEMENTS - DUMP TRUCK

BENJAMIN CHENEY
605-569-6151

Vo job too small!

REBNATER

EXCAVATING

REDWATEREXCAVATING@NORCELL.US

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED - FREE ESTIMATES!

Integrity Mts

~ Delivery Available
We can Meat your needs!

404 Industrial St Belle Fourche
(605) 892-6215

Light & Medium John M. Tracy
Towmg & Recouery 605.641.5194
Fax 605.723.0067

24 HOUR
Jump Starts
Roadside Assistance
Lockouts

MAR

SEAMLESS RAIN GUTTER;, &

S i

605-892-5462

Belle Fourche, SD

Member SIPC

Edward Jones

Shannon L Rolando

1407 5th Avenue
Belle Fourche, SD 57717
Bus. 605-569-7979 Fax 855-221-2509
shannon.rolando@edwardjones.com
edwardjones.com/shannon-rolando

Warren Carpentry & Painting
Greg Warren

2121 Frannie Circle
Belle Fourche, SD 57717

(605) 830-1193
Licensed & Insured

&f- THE
DAKOTA SCOUT

Looking Back in Belle

from the Tri-State Museum.

These articles come from newpaper microfilm from the
Belle Fourche Public library, using a new microfilm reader and printer. The photographs are

100 years ago

Belle Fourche Bee

July 22, 1926

RECORD ATTEN-

DANCE AT PICNIC Four
Thousand Is Estimate

of Number at Experiment
Farm Saturday of Last Week
Four thousand is the estimated
attendance at the twelfth annual
farm picnic at the Experiment
Farm at Newell on Saturday of
last week. They commenced
arriving early I the morning and
continued to come until late

in the afternoon. A program

of speaking, sports, airplane
stunts, trick and facy roping had
been arranged, and at noon the
big community picnic dinner.
The speaking program of the
morning was opened by Mayor
Kennelly of Newell with an
address of welcome. Speakers
during the morning were Con-
gressman Williamson who has
given much time and thought
to the problems affecting the
project; George C. Kreutzer, di-
rector of reclamation economics
who told of the proposed plans
for settling the project. Dring
the picnic, Clyde Ice threw

one fit after another with his
airplane, looping the loop, nose
fives, tail spins, falling leaf, and
many other stunts that brought
gasps from the visitors. After
lunch Leonard Stroud of Rocky
Ford, Colo., and the McFarlane
brothers of Merriam, Kans.,
gave an exhibition of trick and
fancy roping on the large dance
pavilion. Chas. M. Reid, pres-
ident of the Irrigation District
board, was the first, followed
by C. F. Scofield of the United
States Department of Agricul-
ture; S. F. Miller of Chicago,
assistant general traffic manager
of the Chicago & Northwest-
ern railroad; A. M Ginn of
Scottsbluff, Nebr., representing
the Great Western Sugar Co.,
Followed by Dr. Mead who
knows reclamation, knows land
settlement and brought mes-
sage to the people of the Belle
Fourche valley that was highly
received.

75 years ago

Belle Fourche Bee

July 19, 1951

Commissioners Hike County
Real Property Valuation 20
Percent Butte county com-
missioners, who have been in
session the past 15 days as a
board of equalization, have
authorized a general increase of
20 percent in all real estate val-
uations, both rural and urban.
The final task before the board
yesterday and today was to
recapitulate assessment figures
for the various taxing districts
in the county. Last year’s total
Butte county property valuation
was $12,886,439. Concerning
the boost in real property val-
uations, the board pointed out
that this was the first raise since
1931, while personal property
has been subject to annual in-
creases. General livestock valu-
ations were unchanged, and the
unit price of different livestock
has been previously determined
by the state tax commissions.
There were no material changes
in valuations placed on agricul-
tural implements, equipment
and tools. The equalization
board totals with adopted in-
crease will be subject to review
by the state tax commission at

Pierre. Returned approved lists
from Pierre also will include
property assessments on public
utilities. When the final assess-
ment figures are approved, the
total is used in determining the
mill levy necessary to support
county and city government and
the school districts operation.
$30 Million Belle Bank Debits
Up 28 Percent Belle Fourche
debits of $30,080,000 for the
first half of 1951 were 28 per-
cent over the first six months in
1950, according to the Federal
Reserve Bank of Minneapolis.
June debits showed a gain of
35 percent compared with June,
1950. South Dakota debits for
the first six months of this year
were 19 percent higher than the
corresponding period in 1950.
Figures for June showed a 10
percent rise in comparison with
last June. Bank debit figures
represent the dollar vlumn

of checks drawn by deposits
against their bank accounts.
Most of these checks go in
payment for gods, service, and
debts. The debit total is consid-
ered a fairly god indicator of the
general business volume.

50 years ago

Belle Fourche Bee

July 23, 1976

New Hospital Dedication Here
Sunday “The more I see of it,
the more remarkable, it seems,”
is the way Otto Haeder, Exec-
utive Director of North Central
Health Services, Inc. describes
the new Belle Fourche hospital
which will be dedicated Sunday.
Hospital maintenance engineer
A. J. Spickermeier calls it “the
most modern building in the
state,” and acting director of
nurses Marilyn Liming says
“it’s absolutely beautiful.” The
public will have an opportunity
to view the new $2,000,000
Belle Fourche Health Care
Center immediately following
the ceremonies scheduled for
1:30 Sunday in the hospital
parking lot. Judith Call, Sec-
retary of the State Department
of Public Health, Pierre, will be
featured speaker at the dedica-
tion. Former Governor Archie
Gubrud, Huron, state director of
the Farm Home Administration
which financed the facility, will
also speak. Robert O’Donnell,
chairman of Hospital Drive

’75 will be master of ceremo-
nies and the invocation will be
offered by Rev. Robert Roth.
The permanent book of memo-
rials which lists individuals,
businesses, and organizations
that contributed to last year’s
hospital drive will be presented
to Belle Fourche Health Care
President Cliff Thomas.
Welcome to the dedication cere-
monies will be given by Mayor
Henry Hespe, and the bene-
diction will be given by Rev.
Samuel Cusing. During the tour
of facilities, organ music will be
provided by Marian Nichelson
and Beverly Redding. Members
of the hospital and Northern
Hills Nursing Home auxilia-
ries will serve refreshments in
the waiting room of the clinic.
Before doors close at 5:00 it’s
expected that several hundred
Tr-State area residents will view
the health care center which is
located on a 25-acre site sith
entrance from 13th avenue n the
southern edge of Belle Fourche.
Visitors will walk down car-

by Mary Buchholz

peted halls to see 13 private or
semi-private patient rooms on
the east wing which are decorat-
ed in green, blue or arrange, as
well as four special care units
which are in view of the nurses
station. Surgical and obstetrical
departments, kitchen, laborato-
ries and and radiology depart-
ments, as well as the adjoining
doctors clinic will also be

open to the public. Hospital
administrator Larry Potter has
explained that some equip-
ment will not be available for
Sunday’s dedication and tour,
as it is in use at the old hospital
and will not be transferred until
moving day Aug. 1. However,
the new X-ray unit, laboratory
equipment, and other new fur-
nishings will be on hand.

Belle Brick Plant Fights for
Survival What’s going to
happen to the Black Hills Clay
Products Company brick plant
in Belle Fourche? The truth is
that it is fighting for survival
and its owners say they will
keep the plant open as long as
they can. The plant uses natural
gas in its operation and has
been notified by the Montana
Dakota Utilities Company that
it, along with other industrial
users, will face a 20% cut in
supplies. The gas company says
it must preserve its supplies for
small commercial and resi-
dential users. Howard Amen,
who has been in charge of the
Belle Fourche operations of the
company, says a 20% cut would
force the plant to close for at
least 2 2 months this year, with
the possibility of closing up to
five month next year.

Amen says the Belle Fourche
plant cannot convert to coal or
feasibly to oil. The firm also
owns a larger plant at Hebron,
N. D. Tha plant is facing the
same curtailment problem, but
there is a possibility they might
be able to continue operation
of the allocation for the Belle
Fourche plant is transferred to
the North Dakota plant. The
Belle Fourche firm employs

20 persons, with an estimated
payroll of almost $200,000.
Amen says the plant is currently
going full blast and will be in
operation at least until Octo-
ber. After that, some specific
decisions will have to be made.
One of the reasons the owners
are unable to make a specific
decision now is that they have

a hearing before ethe Federal
Power Commission in October.
At that hearing they are asking
for a change from priority from
small commercial and residen-
tial users. Amen said 50 plants
in a four-state area are affected
by the curtailment decision, and
10% of those plants are in Belle
Fourche. The four bentonite
plants in the area are also affect-
ed, but it is expected they will
be able to convert to some other
form of energy. Belle Fourche
plant is the only brick factory in
South Dakota and the Hebron
plant is the only one in North
Dakota. Unless some answers
can be found the curtailment
could wipe out the brick manu-
facturing industry in tow states.

Above: Belle Fourche Clay Products factory, opened in 1927, closed in 1970’s after being
sold to Hebron Brick. Below: Belle Fourche new 1976 Medical Center, hospital and clinic.
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10979 US Highway 85 Belle Fourche * (605) 892-2503
Prime Rib every

Moo | CONGCERT SERIES

Daily Drink Specials

June 4 Stereo Trip
Coldest beer in town Junen Tyler Bills
Full bar and wine list Junel8  Camp Comfort
High quality June 25 Dakota Country
beef and chicken %% ‘ju'y 2 Jweiégir:t&mry ht
= Full service July16  Brandon Jones
By crrafsouat | July23 WiltBrothers
i 2 - seating for :
“EARL, WHAT A WONDERFUL PLACE THIS ISL... UNL.'MITEDSKYTOGET g JUIY 30 Tim zach Bqnd 3
THROWN INTO, AND UNLIMITED GROUND TO BREAK A FALLI" Event equipment August 6 JJ Kent WI Aces &8s

) ) | Pig Pry Syndiente { rental
The G AROY O WWW.HOMETOWNTHURSDAYSBF.COM

=
-
1
5

WATER
Y [T |- CONTACT ME TODAY s

advice you e o iy | | (605)717-3210
can trust

35 5th Ave SuperiorWaterSD.com
Here to help you

Belle Fourche, SD

kbowden@fedts.com
with your Medicare B i1 f f a 1 O
decisions. W-202254109/23  YO156_WMCoopPrtAdIASDV2_C FVNR 1023 H ﬂ R D W .E R E

ETrE A [ Fd L[5} '||E|F

BUFFALO, SD

Shaine Odell
(605) 210-1162 | mAAGER

. shaine@buffalohardwarestore.com
email: alank@kw.com

We’ve got you covered with products to fit any project or need!

. Pole Barns . Continuous Fence
. Steel Buildings . Gates

. Barbed Wire . Panels

. Steel Posts . Drill Stem

Wood Posts . Guard Rail

KELLER\/VH \ ‘*\ W]S ‘ShtelnTanlxs ;Jfal‘s%arPaint
i 501 Grant Street Belle Fourche, SD Concrete - Fullline Hardware Store
Alan Kindsfater Licensed in SD & WY

Broker Associate https://www.bhhomeandland.com

Jonathan Ellis & Joe Sneve “Dakota Scout Journalism”

The Dakota Scout, a journal of South Dakota politics, government and culture that features journalism from veteran reporters
Jonathan Ellis and Joe Sneve. Newsletters can be sent directly to your inbox and you can receive the state’s top political podcast - The
Scouting Report. Look it up today.

The Dakota Scout is a South Dakota owned, sourced and printed independent operation co-founded by Ellis and Sneve. Togeth-
er, they have more than 30 years of combined experience in South Dakota journalism that have earned them reputations as dogged
reporters who’ve not lost touch with their neighbors’ sensibilities. Be in the Know!

Stay on top of what’s happening at the state Capitol in Pierre and around the state with breaking news, investigative reporting and

Capitol Building Pierre, SD a constant drumbeat of information about the world around you.
@F 114 S. Main Ave. Ste B-4 Sioux Falls, SD 57104 605-413-3177 @‘THE
DAKOTA SCOUT www.thedakotascout.com DAKOTA SCOUT

Chicken & Broccoli Baked Ham Beef Brisket & Brats
Alfredo & Pasta Scalloped Potato Baked Beans & Mac
Salad, breadstick Asparagus & salad, Roll  salad, chips

9 10

JULY

Sausage Peppers & Rice | Chicken Cordon Bleu Swiss Steak Meatloaf with Mashed Sloppy Joes
Dinner Salad & Roll with Broccoli & Rice Roasted Potato & Potato, Gravy, Green Baked Beans, Coleslaw,
Carrots, Roll, Salad Carrots, Salad, Roll Beans, Roll, Salad chips

13 14 15 16 17
Beef Roast with Roasted = Chicken Taco With Black = Turkey ala king over Beefy Mac & Cheese Indian Tacos
Potatoes & Carrots Beans & Corn noodles Corn, Salad, Roll Southwest Salad
Salad, Roll Spanish Rice Mixed Veggies, Biscuits
Milk &Fruit

20 21 22 23 24
BBQ Chicken Chicken Fry Steak Hawaiian Pork Meatloaf with Mashed Ham or Turkey
Mac & Cheese Mashed Potato / Gravy Brown Sugar Yams Potato/Gravy, Corn, Sandwich on a Croissant
Spinach Salad, Roll Corn, Roll Brussel sprouts, Roll Salad, Roll Pasta Salad,Chips,

Caramel Rolls - Friday Mornings - 7:30am - 10am

For Information about Delivery or
Frozen Meals, call 892-6285

Milk & Fruit Served with all meals
Menu subject to change based on availability.

27 28 29 30 31
Chili Cheese Dog Chicken Fry Steak Honey Chicken over Rice = Beef Spaghetti Cheese Burger Deluxe
Fries & Pea Salad Mashed Potato f Gravy Creamed Spinach Corn and Salad Fries, Dinner Salad
Green Beans, Salad, Roll = Dinner Salad, Roll Garlic Toast Chips

Joinus M-F 11 am-1 pm
. *‘ . 828 Kingsbury St. | Belle Fourche, SD

»x
\\\/ 4th of July Parade

starts 10:30am at
/f 1\\\\\“\ ' National & 13th

¢ o
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LIVESTOCK MARKET

Toll Free: 800-894-8684

ﬁél/tﬂéé Office: 605-892-2655

Fax: 605-892-3142
18662 Livestock Road ¢ Belle Fourche, SD 57717 « www.bellefourchelivestock.com

e Carttlmerde Pluprkes - “Ptere Sinyero £ colllre come Zogedsier rwriti corginerce!”

CELL - 605-892-5951
OFFICE - 605-892-2655

DAN PIROUTEK

Auctioneer: 406-939-0645

Market Rep: 605-544-3316

BRIAN SCHMIDT
Yard Foreman: 605-569-0114

BRETT LOUGHLIN - 605-210-0615
MIKE GREENOUGH - 307-620-2597
BEN GREENOUGH - 307-620-5553

JADE HARPER
TRAVIS LINCH Auctioneer: 605-515-0337
— OWNER - COLLIN GIBBS

SHANE MOKE - 605-641-7961
TYLER GAER - 605-222-9513
JOHN HENRY BEARDSLEY -
406-853-4938

FIELDMEN
SCOTT ANDERSON - 406-351-1844
TREVOR GARMAN - 605-892-5972
BRIAN SCHMIDT - 605-569-0114
KYLE HODGSKISS - 406-781-2846

“SERVING THE TRI-STATE AREA SINCE 1935

WEIGH-UP SPECIAL - SELLING ALL CLASSES

YFARLING & WEIGH-UP SPECIAL & HORSE SALE

REPS

COUNTRY PAGE CONTRACTS AVAILABLE

WEEK IN THE ROCKIES:
STEAMBOAT SPRINGS, CO | JULY 6, 2026

BIG HORN CLASSIC:
SHERIDAN, WY | AUGUST 17, 2026
CATALOG: JULY 31, 2026, 5:00PM MT
VIDEO: AUGUST 7, 2026, 5:00PM CT

LIVESTOCK SUPERIOR

Travis Linch: (605) 892-5951
Shane Moke (605) 641-7961

JULY 9, 2026 SELLING ALLCLASSES
3 OT LOADS OF IEIGH Urs JULY 16, 2026
BELLE FOURCHE UPCOMING SALE SCHEDULE

July9,20%6........... WEIGH-UP SPECIAL — SELLING ALL CLASSES

July 16,2026......... YEARLING & WEIGH-UP SPECIAL & HORSE SALE —
.................................. SELLING ALL CLASSES

July 23, 2026......... WEIGH-UP SPECIAL — SELLING ALL CLASSES

July 30, 20%6......... YEARLING & WEIGH-UP SPECIAL — SELLING ALL CLASSES
August 6, 2026.......NO SALE —HAPPY RALLY WEEK!

August 13, 2026..... YEARLING & WEIGH-UP SPECIAL — SELLING ALL CLASSES
August 20, 2026..... YEARLING & WEIGH-UP SPECIAL — SELLING ALL CLASSES
August 27, 2026..... YEARLING & WEIGH-UP SPECIAL — SELLING ALL CLASSES

September 3, 2026 ANNIVERSARY BB SALE — YEARLING SPECIAL &
.................................. WEIGH-UP SPECIAL

**ATTENTION ON-LINE BUYERS**
ON-LINE BUYERS REGISTRATION MUST BE COMPLETED BY
WEDNESDAY NOON PRIOR TO SALE DAY.

/" High Plains Commodities Offices
Belle Fourche Livestock Market, LLC.

Stop in or Call 1-800-888-1432
§ Kim Kling - Kem Kjerstad /

CATTLE USA

Sales broadcast live on www.cattleusa.com.

RECEIVING STATIONS
Forsyth, MT
_Broadus,MT Scott Anderson | 406-351-1844
Travis Linch | 605-892-5951 Jordan.MT
Ekalaka,MT Jason Bollinger | 406-690-8344

Travis Linch | 605-892-5951

Dave Williams | 406-975-6805 Wyoming

Mike Greenough | 307-620-2597
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Orion & Stacey Potter

Meai prowded by Caterlng by Dave

COWBOY

w23 [ (o] REALESTATE

tmty  SATURDAY,
EEE AUGUST 1, 2026

AUCTION BEGINS AT

Est. 1979

ez PERSONALPROPERTY

—AUCTION —

: wmm III]IISEII(II.IIITEHS

4:30 PM

THE REAL ESTATE
WILL SELL FIRST,
FOLLOWED BY THE
PERSONAL PROPERTY!

PSYTTVER HOMES WILL BE OFFERED AS:
TITAR T I © PARceL 1- Ask ST HOME

" PRl © PARCEL 2 - S GIRARD AVE. HONE
m @ S ONE COMPLETE UNIT

INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITY! TSIy

THURSDAY

825 Heritage Dr., Spearfish, South Dakota =
642-WEST (9378) » www. westemhentagecanter com * mfo@westernherltagecenter com

Purchase tickets online at westernheritagecenter.com

JERRY CASTEEL

605.347.1164

$52/ Year

www.bellefourchebeacon.com

SUBSCRIBE TO THE BEACON

Go Online or Send us Your Request

PO Box 576 Belle Fourche, SD 57717

Your Support is appreciated!

e Sprinkler Turn Ons,
Blowouts, Repair and Installs
* Mowing ® Spraying
* Small Landscaping

¢ Snow Removal and More

Office

ggtlawnservice@yahoo.com
P.O. Box 327, Belle Fourche, SD

Serving Belle Fourche and the surrounding area for over 15 years.

WWW.CASTEELAUCTION.COM

l) \SOL 14 002 STATE STREET

LADIES FASHIONS

;- JULY 23 AUCTION LOCATION:
T p— |+ 28aimons, Bt " 1-5p0 €3 YARD OF
S, » Kitchen, dining area, living room, and porch
= Kitchen and living/dining area 3
o Nower cirtor s ® Newer axtarior paint TA(E 104 ASH STI
we paint » New windows ready to be installed OME
= Nawer steol rocf . 7 H
b i b e A LOOK! Household items wil sell
= Westemn-style garage =S Z . s
with swinging doars ® Interior has been prepped for remodeling—walls Immedlaiehf fouowmq
[ imecd with Kitzd, § ha %
e heen primed with Kite3, finaring bas been N
® Water and plumbing are in good shape iy rermeed, and the kitchen has baen taken g‘:ﬂi";":;rm":;"ﬁr:r the real estate.
. s T out—a biank canvas for your vision! T
hed » Seplic, water system, and basement bl
| need attention

RYAN CASTEEL

605.423.6000

KERI CASTEEL

605.206.0930

ofl

cerorunTY  REALTOR®

BELLE FOURCHE

WELLS

SUPPLY

IM-SERIES PLASTIC SEPTIC TANKS

A revolutionary improvement in plastic tank design, offering
exceptional strength comparable to concrete tanks.

Suitable for use as septic tanks, pump/trash tanks, cisterns
or rainwater (non-potable) storage/harvesting tanks.

500, 1000, 1500 « 1 or 2 compartment stock

1700 5™ AVENUE | BELLE FOURCHE, SD | 605-892-2613
MONDAY - FRIDAY 8AM - 5PM | SATURDAY 8AM - 12PM | CLOSED SUNDAY
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Now,available’at
Lynn’s'Belle Eourche

Zing Zang .
Bloody gy ~ Smirnoff
Mary Mix 3 Vodka
1.75L L3 I 1.75L

Pendleton
Canadian
Whisky

750 mL

Sutter 1 E Jose Cuervo
Home Tequila
® 4-Packs 750mL
Hongt

Sun Cruiser
Tea & Lemonade
4- Packs

— o h—
SUN SUN S
mulsey CRUISER G
mascanel w i veons b

Prices effective 7am-9pm Seven Days a Week Next two weeks
Wednesday June 24" through Tuesday, July 7%

40""Annual Spearfish Canyon '5'?
Half Marathon & 5K

spwnsa VO

. The 5K starts ur’?u‘

on; ALK"" :
FOR THE CASA. &
CAUSElR .

NHCASA has been
advocating for victims of child
maltreatment in 8 counties of
western South Dakota for 40
years. Your participation in
this signature fundraising
event fuels our mission and
helps ensure every child has a
CASA volunteer by their side.
We hope you will join us for
this momentous anniversary
celebration.

LODGING DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE:
HOLIDAY INN-SPEARFISH

For more information, please visit
www.nhcasa.org or
www.spearfishcanyonhalfmarathon.com

HRCSE= 4

CONSTRUCTION COEUR Holiday Inn

TERRITORY

€ >\ Three Local Experts.
S:\Il:(:ETIEuIE:tF§ - One Steffes Team.

A

Martin Peterson Terry Moe Scott Hoovestol

Pastor Sheri Fadley
Special to the Beacon

Methodist Church are teaming
up for an upcoming Litter Walk
event.

On Saturday, July 11 from
8:00-10:30am, we are coor-
dinating a community wide
litter walk. We are inviting the

The Belle Fourche Monument
Health United Way Group (Nik-
ki Hoyme and Clint Haffner)
and the Belle Fourche Global

public to meet at the church
where they will receive garbage
bags, gloves and choose an area
where they would like to focus
their efforts. We are going to
encourage people to clean up
along the parade route. Even

can nurture civic care for our
community and the Lord’s cre-
ation.

though it’s a week after the pa-
rade, there always seems to be
stuff lingering. Refreshments
will be served starting at 10:00.
We are planning this to be a
family friendly activity where
parents and grandparents, etc.

Pictured above is a map of the
city with designated locations
for the litter walk.
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Area Church Schedules

BLACK HILLS GOSPEL ASSEMBLY
1/2 Mile east on Hwy 34
210-1374
Kenny Riley, pastor
Sunday: 1 p.m.

Friday: 7:30 p.m.

CHRISTIAN LIFE CENTER
2020 Vista St
892-4767
Dan Carlson, Pastor
Paul Howard, Pastor
Sunday Schedule:

Long Term Care Service 8:45 a.m.
Sunday School: All ages 9:30 a.m.
Fellowship Hour: 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship Service: 10:30 a.m.

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST
OF LATTER DAY SAINTS
1105 Todd St.

Rick McCartney, Bishop
Sunday: 10 a.m. Sacrament Meeting
Sunday School:
1st & 3rd Sundays, 11 a.m.
Priesthood Meeting, Relief Society,
Young Men and Young Women:
11 a.m. 2nd & 4th Sundays

CONNECTION CHURCH (SBC)
613 Sixth ave., Belle Fourche
(605)-210-2150
Pastor Stephen Carson
Worship Pastor Ashton Rone
Sunday Worship: 8:30 or 10:15 am

EMMANUEL BAPTIST
Meet at Americinn Conference room
Andy Anderson, Pastor
9am Sunday School 10am church
Men’s Bible Study 10am at
the Senior Center
Women'’s Bible Study Tuesday 9am.
10913 Sourdough Road, Belle Fourche
website: ebcbf.org

FIRST BAPTIST
807 8th Ave. 892-4178
Pastor Tim Smith
Sunday: Sunday School - 9:15am
Morning Worship - 10:30am
Wednesday: Salt and Light Youth -
Kindergarten -12th grade
5:00pm Soup & Sandwich
5:30pm - Salt and Light

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL UCC
892-3402
www.bfsoucc.org
717 Jackson St. Sunday:

9:35 a.m. Sunday School
10 a.m. Worship

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
901 Laurel St. Whitewood
(605)-920-1959
Reverand Jill Jennewein
Sunday: 9 a.m. Worship
10:30 a.m. Adult & Teen Bible Study
10:30 a.m. Children’s Sunday School
GLOBAL METHODIST CHURCH

Sponsored by:

Pastor Sheri Fadley
1804 7th Ave. Belle Fourche
605-892-2405
Worship: Sunday 10:30 am - FB Live
Sunday School 9:30 am
Small Groups & Studies
schedule online at
www.bellefourchegmc.com

LANDMARK MISSIONARY
BAPTIST CHURCH
(ABA) - 2.2 miles east on Hwy 34
723-1092
Sunday: 10 a.m. worship service

NEW COVENANT PCA
1120 North Fifth Street, Spearfish
642-1122
Luke Bluhm, Pastor
Sunday: 10 a.m. Worship Service

NEWELL CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP CHURCH
308 4th Street, Newell SD, 57760
605-456-2544
Sunday Worship Service: 10:00am

NISLAND INDEPENDENT
COMMUNITY CHURCH
On Hwy 212 in Nisland
(605) 257-2356
Sunday School: 9:30 a.m.
Worship: 10:45 a.m.

NORTHERN HILLS
CHURCH OF CHRIST

5 miles South of Belle Fourche
on Hwy 85
642-7167

Calvin Chapman - Int. Minister

Sunday: 9:30 a.m. Bible Class

10:30 a.m. Praise & Worship
Wednesday: 6:30 p.m. Bible Class

NORTH POINT CHRISTIAN
CHURCH
10959 Kellem Lane, Spearfish
Sunday Services: 9AM and 10:30AM

PRAIRIE HOME CHURCH
1701 Hwy 212, Newell
Sunday School: 10 a.m.
Worship: 11 a.m.

RANGELAND MINISTRIES
CHURCH
Alzada, MT
Sunday: Worship: 10:00am
Mark Leverington, Lay Pastor

RED WATER CHURCH OF CHRIST
Belle Fourche Rec Center
Sun: 9:30-12:30.
Contact: Nathan Thompson
605 569-3057
Sermons: fightintheshade

SALVATION ARMY OF THE
NORTHERN HILLS
120 Ryan Rd., Spearfish
605-642-0924
Envoys: Tim and Peggy North
Sunday: 9:45 a.m.

() RANDY’S TIRE & LUBE

420 5TH AVE. - BELLE FOURCHE, SD 57717
(605) 892-6331 www.randystireandlube.com

Sunday School: 11 a.m.
Worship Nursery available
Wednesday: 6:30 p.m.,
Learning and Discovery Study

SPEARFISH ADVENTIST® CHURCH|
290 W Highway 14
Pastor Darren Purdy and
Pastor Marveen Gentillon
Join Us This Saturday
Morning Prayer: 9:00am
Sabbath School: 9:30am
Worship Service: 10:45am
Bible Study-Tuesday: 6:00pm

SPEARFISH UNITED CHURCH OF
CHRIST (CONGREGATIONAL)
920 N Main Street, Spearfish
Sunday Service 10 a.m. in person
and on Facebook.

Pastor Randy Hedge
605-642-8253

ST. JAMES EPISCOPAL
6th and Roundup
892-2446
The Rev. Evelyn Weaver
The Rev. Sandy Williams, Priests Deacon
Rev. Mike Weaver
Sunday: 10 a.m. Holy Eucharist

ST. JAMES LUTHERAN
1100 Stanley Street
Open for in-house worship
Sunday Worship 10:AM with coffee
fellowship following the service.
Watch live-streamed services:
www.sjlcbellefourche.org
Wednesday at 5:55 PM during
the school year.
Watch our Sunday service
live on Facebook.

ST. ONGE UNITED
CHURCH OF CHRIST
Sunday School and Worship
at 8:30 a.m.
www.bfsoucc.org

T. PAUL CATHOLI
855 5th Ave.
Father Kevin Achbach, Pastor
Father Max Vetch, Pastor
Mass Times:
Sunday Mass: 9:00 a.m.
Daily Mass: Tues. & Thurs. 12:15 p.m.
Confessions available one hour
before all Masses

SUMMIT OPEN BIBLE
FELLOWSHIP
Seventh and Summit
892-4630 or 892-4389
Pastor Rick and Diane Brennan
Sunday: 10 a.m. Worship
Kidz Church Immediately Following
Wednesday: September - May
6:30 p.m. Adult Bible Study
Kidz Alive (Kindergarten - 6th Grade)

VALE COMMUNITY COUNTRY
CHURCH
Pastor Darla Dunn
402 Rosander St. Vale SD 57788
Service Sunday: 10 a.m.
605-210-0512

HURCH

By John Newby

“Building Main Street, not Wall Street”

Al Is Already Reshaping Rural Business Competition

Love it or hate it, Al is
here and facing that reality |
can assist your business |
greatly. There are three
things quietly reshaping
how small businesses
compete. None of this re-
quires a computer science
degree. But ignore these trends
for another year and you will
feel it.

Trend One: Al is already
working at businesses like yours.
Here is a number that stopped
me cold. According to a March
2026 survey by the Small
Business and Entrepreneurship
Council, 82 percent of small
business employers have invest-
ed in Al tools, and the average
small business is running five of
them at once. Not one curious
experiment. Five tools.

That same survey found 91
percent of small businesses using
Al report measurable revenue
increases. A Goldman Sachs
survey from 2026 found 84
percent cite efficiency gains as
the primary benefit. What does
that look like in practice? A shop
owner using a $20 per month
tool to write product descriptions
in minutes. A restaurant owner
scheduling a week of social posts
in one hour. A contractor using
Al to draft estimates and follow
up with leads automatically.

The U.S. Census Bureau
confirmed in May 2026 that
about 20 percent of American
businesses are actively using
Al, and another 20 to 23 percent
expect to start within six months.
Small businesses are closing the
gap and overcoming the scale
available to large companies fast-
er than any previous technology
wave. This is not about replacing
people. It is about giving your

small team the output of a
much bigger one.

Trend Two: The newest
shift is something called
agentic Al The tools you

| -
B q ) .
= o .
iﬁ may have tried before are
like a smart assistant who

answers when you ask.

Agentic Al is more like an as-
sistant who watches your inbox,
flags urgent messages, drafts
replies, books appointments, and
follows up with leads without
being asked. Gartner projects
40 percent of small and mid-size
businesses will deploy at least
one Al agent by end of 2026, up
from just 8 percent at the start of
2025. Businesses already doing
this report saving 12 or more
hours per week.

Consider a small accounting
firm in Austin that set one up
for under $100 per month. Tt
reads incoming emails, sorts
by urgency, drafts responses to
routine questions, and creates
follow-up tasks. The owner got
her Sundays back. The biggest
wins come from narrow tasks:
answering the same five custom-
er questions every day, booking
appointments, sending invoice
reminders. Not flashy, but exact-
ly the repetitive work that drains
an owner’s week. No-code plat-
forms have put these tools within
reach of any owner willing to
spend a few hours getting started.

Trend Three: This one may
matter most, and it is the one
fewest Main Street owners have
heard about. When someone
searched “best hardware store
near me” a few years ago, Goo-
gle showed a list of links. Today,
Al-powered tools including Goo-
gle’s Al Mode, ChatGPT Search,
and Perplexity increasingly an-
swer that question directly. They

"Building Main Street, not Wall Street”
sponsored in part by:

" Locations in Belle Fourche,
j Spearfish & Sturgis

5 LAUNBRY &
DRY GLEANING, Lie

Clark Sowers, Owner
(605) 723-6301

Laundry & Dry Cleaning
711 State St.

 laundromat
710 8th Ave.

pick a business, describe it, and
point the customer there. No
list. No scrolling. One recom-
mendation. Bain and Company
research found that nearly 60
percent of searches now end
without a click because the Al
answered right on screen. Your
website might rank well and
still get passed over.

The businesses Al recom-
mends are the ones keeping
their Google Business Profile
complete, collecting detailed
reviews, and answering
common questions in plain
language on their websites.
This used to be called good
SEO. Now it is the difference
between being picked or being
invisible. Local businesses have
areal advantage here. Al search
favors geographic specificity. A
shop that owns the phrase “best
florist in Galena, Illinois’ has a
head start no national chain can
take away.

Here are three things you
can do this week. First, spend
30 minutes with a free Al tool
like ChatGPT or Claude and
ask it to write something you
normally spend an hour on: a
social post, a follow-up email,
a product description. Notice
how much time it saves. Then
ask what else it could handle.
Second, log in to your Google
Business Profile at business.
google.com and fill in every
field. Add your hours, services,
a few photos, and a description
of who you serve. This is the
single most important step you
can take right now to appear in
Al search results. Third, ask
your three best customers to
leave a detailed Google review
this week. Not just five stars,
but a few sentences about what
you do and who you help. Al
tools treat those reviews as
evidence of your expertise, and
the more specific, the better.

Al is not coming for Main
Street. It is already here, and the
businesses taking small steps
now are the ones who will not
have to scramble later.

o Sprinkler Turn Ons,
Blowouts, Repair and Installs
* Mowing ¢ Spraying
* Small Landscaping
~ » Snow Removal and More

Office

ggtlawnservice@yahoo.com
P.O. Box 327, Belle Fourche, SD

Serving Belle Fourche and the surrounding area for over 15 years.

Shaop Services include:
300 Ton Press Brake, 5ff Rofl to make
pipe, Angie fron Rolf, Tubufar Roller, and a
CNC Plasma Tabfe

EZ Fakbrication offers a wide range of services:
Agriculture Repairs
Fabrication of Industrial Parts
Installation of various Plant Equipment
Retall Stesl Dealer
Stainless Steel. Aluminum, and Cast Brazing
Mobile Welding

221 Industrial St « Belle Fourche, SD 57717
Email: scott@ezfabricationandwelding.com
jennifer@ezfabricationandwelding.com

IRRIGATION PRCS

SPRINKLER SYSTEMS
FREE ESTIMATES AND LANDSCAPING
eSprinkler Systems

Fast, Friendly Servicel
; DOUGLAS PETRE

Installation &

Maintainence

605.580
elandscaping

o, I F he SD, 57717
*Retaining Walls Be S D2 i

Dthorks@norceII.uy
[

Contact Scott Huber / Owner
(605) 892-2220
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PAIN & MOVEMENT

SOLUTIONS

Call 605.219.8888 Physical Therapy

Occupational Therapy

No referral needed

SHAYNA AG

Cosmeto

Serving
Dough Traders
o Pizza
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"". TAP HOUSE g
"

~ M~ 12 Craft Beers

on Tap
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drumbeat of information about the world around you.

The Dakota Scout, a journal of South Dakota politics, government and culture that features journalism
DAKOTA SCOUT from veteran reporters Jonathan Ellis and Joe Sneve. Newsletters can be sent directly to your inbox and
you can receive the state’s top political podcast - The Scouting Report. Look it up today.

The Dakota Scout is a South Dakota owned, sourced and printed independent operation co-founded by Ellis and Sneve. Together, they
have more than 30 years of combined experience in South Dakota journalism that have earned them reputations as dogged reporters who've
not lost touch with their neighbors’ sensibilities. Be in the Know!

Stay on top of what’s happening at the state Capitol in Pierre and around the state with breaking news, investigative reporting and a constant

www.thedakotascout.com - www.facebook.com/TheDakotaScout

Jonathan Ellis & Joe Sneve
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Central Meade County News
By Sandy Rhoden

This is look-
ing to be the
warmest week
of the summer
with tempera-
tures in the mid
to high 90s.
This could be a
great time for water sports and
just taking it easy. The Fourth
of July weekend brought us
some moisture and some areas.

The highlight of last week-
end was for some, July 3 is
we once again after six years
were able to enjoy fireworks at
Mount Rushmore. The day was
full of special programs from
native American dances to
the military band as well as a
well-known country band. The
secretary of interior spoke on
the stage along with governor
Larry Rhoden ending with

Donald J Trump. The audi-
ence of over 4000 people was
full of excitement and good
celebration. Some described
the whole day and evening as
epic. It is certainly a day to
remember as we celebrated
our 250th birthday of our
country. On the Fourth of
July, the Belle Fourche pa-
rade was watched by thou-
sands of happy spectators.
Larry Rhoden and family

as well as many volunteers
were there to pass out candy
as they walked the parade.
That parade was followed
by the Deadwood parade at
3 oclock, which went into
Central city and Lead South
Dakota. Casey and Francie
BRINK along with Deb and
Leo SCHNELL watched the
Sturgis fireworks that eve-

ning from Francie’s mother’s
home in Sturgis.

There was a potluck
dinner after church services
in Union center on Sunday.
Larry and Sandy Rhoden
left immediately and headed
to Huron South Dakota to
meet with leaders and take
a look at the damage they
received from the super high
winds that they received
early Thursday morning.
The community had cleaned
up much of the debris that
had been littering the streets
and yards of the town. Like
a strong community from
South Dakota they gath-
ered themselves what they
needed and got right to
work. Just as the high more
cleanup included the help
of some women prisoners
this clean up in here utilized
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men prisoners. They seemed
very happy to be able to help
and their service is very much
appreciated. They were in
hopes of coming back to help
clean up on Monday morning
as well.

We live in a great country
and it was so heartwarming to
see how people and businesses
celebrated our liberty and our
freedom. Many businesses had
flags on machinery and their
store fronts. Farmers had bales
of hay stacked to look like
the American flag and much
more. I hope we can continue
the pride in our country and
continue to reach out and
help each other in times of
need. That is just who we are
as Americans. Happy birth-
day, Central Meade County,
and beyond. Happy birthday
America!

Capitol News
July 5, 2026
by Karen Odell

Capitol and
Tie Creek had a
little more rain,
this week. On
most days, the
temperature was
pleasant, but Sa-
turday warmed
up for the 250th
anniversary of
our country. Sunday was extre-
mely hot at around one-hun-
dred degrees. Still the countrysi-
de is green, but mosquitoes have
finally moved in at most places.

Alvin Cordell had planted a
hay field at the Buck place, and
Ryan went up to cut it. They
got it baled. Then Ryan moved
to the Yates place, and they
just finished that on Sunday,
and brought the tractors home.
There will be a little hay at the
home place, but the hot weat-
her will soon slow the haying.
Maree went to Belle Fourche, on
Friday, to join the family, and
watch the fireworks. Alvin went
down on Saturday, and joined
them to watch the parade. There
was a little rain on Saturday,
but Alvin read 103 degrees on
his thermometer, on Sunday.
Marlee went to church at the
Methodist Church in Camp
Crook, on Sunday, and helped
serve cookies, cake and coffee to
the congregation afterward.

Doug and Julia Davis went to
the Winfred Straub funeral in
Deadwood, on Tuesday. Then,

on Wednesday, they went to
Belle Fourche for the Erma
Albert funeral. Kay Latham
rode with them down to

the funeral. Kay also got to
visit at Travis and Amanda
Davis’s house. Darwin and
John Latham and the kids
came down later. They picked
Kay up on their way to the
carnival, where the kids had

a great time. On Thursday,
Julia Davis worked at the
courthouse in Buffalo. Doug
and Julia got four-tenths of an
inch of rain on Thursday. The
rest of the week was mostly
working cattle. They sorted
and moved cows, and put out
bulls. Saturday and Sunday got
so hot that they worked early
and late, but not in the heat of
the day.

Last week, Ronda Cordell
went to the Little Missouri
Bible School program. When
she left for home from the
program, water was running
everywhere. There had been a
pouring down rain during the
program. She had had several
showers in the past two weeks
that have totaled almost three
inches. It has surely helped to
keep some green color in the
area, but still, sub-soil mois-
ture is nearly non-existent.
The continual wind can take
some of the blame for that.
The little showers have helped
bring Ronda’s garden up, and
she can actually see her rows,
but the weeds are coming, too.
Only the squash and cucum-

bers were planted in hills.

Ronda spoke with son, Luke
Basler, last weekend. Oren
Basler, and the music group
he is traveling with, arrived
in London, England on June
25th. Luke sent Ronda a link
so that she can see some of
the pictures of the trip on
Facebook. The group went
from London to Paris, France;
then to Crans-Montana, Swit-
zerland, and were in Germany
on Saturday. The buildings are
designed with much intri-
cate work. Many streets and
court yards are covered with
cobblestone or bricks. The
music and singing, that the
group is doing, is wonderful.
Each performance has been
videoed. Oren told Luke that
there‘s no air conditioning
there, so the heat has been a
little miserable.

Carl Knapp came to Ronda’s
last week, to blade and put a
crown on her driveway. This
week, Tod Dague started
hauling gravel on it. Carl
came on the Fourth of July to
spread the gravel row, so that
it would be easier for Tod to
finish hauling the last part.

On Friday, Ronda’s lunch
guests were Jay and Debra
Swedberg, thier daughter,
Ann, son-in-law Reggie, two-
grandchildren and Debra’s
mother Marilynn, from Wyo-
ming. They have spent several
days at the Buck Ranch.

On Sunday, Ronda drove
to Belle Fourche and on into

Wyoming a few miles to attend
a 70°s Class reunion at the home
of Jack Kindsfater. There was
about a dozen classmates in
attendance. The thermometer
on Ronda’s car read 102, as she
headed home, but the breeze
and shade had made it a nice
afternoon of visiting.

Karen Odell enjoyed a week of
beautiful weather. On Thursday,
she made a trip to Buffalo, for
business, shopping and lunch at
Blossoms ‘n Brew. The Fourth
of July was filled with the 250th
celebration, and Karen watched
on TV and computer, at vari-
ous places all over the country.
She could see celebrations at
Medora, ND, Mount Rushmore,
SD, Nashville, TN, Washington,
DC and more. In the evening,
she got to watch her own fire-
works display that the Padden
family produced to the north of
Karen’s house. It was like having
her own celebration, and she
enjoyed it better without the big
crowds, and smoke, and loud

COWBOYS T00!
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noise. It warmed up that day,
and by Sunday it was very hot.
Karen went to church at the Me-
thodist Church in Camp Crook,
and enjoyed playing piano, this
week, for some great patriotic
songs. Alan Loken gave the
sermon, and a friend had come
from the Hills on his motor-
cycle, and also gave an extra,
very interesting speech, before
going on north to visit Medora,
ND. After the service, everyone
enjoyed coftee, cake, and cookies
that Mary and Marlee served.
In the afternoon, Karen learned
that her niece Keely, has a brand
new little baby boy, that was
born just a day after the big July
4th celebration. His two older
sisters will soon be keeping him
busy. During the week, Karen vi-
sited and texted with her family
and friends.

Please keep the Moncur fami-
ly in your prayers.

It’s true that silence is someti-
mes the best answer.

COWBOYS TO0!
\T—/

ROPES

MOVEMENT

605-723-0185

Kruempel

“Hey,
DeAnn!
Come help
me. It'll be
¥ fun!” he
said. When
A I was five,
I idolized my older brother.
Seldom did he have to work
too hard to persuade me
to accompany him in his
adventures, and this was no
exception.

Our father was
concerned about the growing
gopher population in the
pasture. A cow could injure
her leg if she stepped in a hole.
He offered Delmer a nickel for
every gopher he caught, big
money for a nine-year-old.

So, the next afternoon I
followed my brother to the
shop. He found a metal trap
with a chain attached and a
wooden stake. At the water

by DeAnn (Wolkow)
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| “Cow Path Adventures”

tank, he grabbed two metal
buckets. He filled one half-
way. “You think you can carry
that?” I rolled my eyes and
hefted the pail.

We headed through the
gate and down the cow path.
The gray South Dakota dirt
puffed with each step in the
hoof-carved furrow. It felt
warm and soft between my
bare toes. Suddenly I felt
something different oozing
between my toes, a wet,
warm, grainy mass. I had
stepped in a fresh cow pie!
Of course, just then Delmer
glanced back, awarding me
with his silly grin. “Good job,
DeAnn.” (He always has been
good at encouragement.)
Then he wrinkled his nose
and ordered me not to get too
close.

At the crick a small trickle
of water rippled among the
stepping stones. Swishing my

dung-laden foot in the tiny
stream, I lost my balance
and water splashed out of
my bucket. My eyes shot to
Delmer, praying he had not
seen this mishap; thankfully,
he trudged on.

I hurried to catch up but
stopped as my brother held
up his hand. A striped,
brown creature stood next
to a loose mound of soil.
Paws at its side, the gopher
watched us for two seconds,
then dived down into a hole,
emitting a bird-like trill.

Delmer rushed to the
hole and motioned for me
to hurry. By this time the
water level in my bucket had
decreased significantly.

He laid the trap on the
ground. Stepping on the
handle allowed him to pry
the jaws open. Delmer then
inserted the small lever into
the notch. The trap was set.

A flat circle protruded from the
center, attached to the spring.
Pushing the circle snapped the
trap shut.

Carefully he turned the trap
over so the flat circle rested in
the hole. He pulled the attached
chain back and pushed the
stake into the ground through
the ring at the end. He reached
for my bucket, only rolling
his eyes a little as he poured
the water slowly through the
trap into the hole. All at once
that trill sounded again ten
feet away. The critter escaped
through its back door and
hightailed into the tall grass.

“Come on. Let’s find another
one.” (Trappers never give up.)
This time Delmer carried the
bucket. We scouted another
wretched rodent. Being fast
learners, we knew we had to
block the back door. Being
a bossy big brother, he told
me to put my foot over it. I
narrowed my eyes. Pointedly, I
glared at his sturdy shoes and
then peered down at my bare,

not-too-smelly feet. Obviously,
he missed the point. I slowly
lowered my tender, vulnerable
little foot onto the hole.

He set the trap. Trapper Del
poured his full bucket of water
into the hole. I imagined that
gopher, frantically fleeing
from the river of water rushing
into his home, ready to bite
anything in its path. I could
almost feel teeth sinking into
my poor foot. I shut my eyes
and held my breath. Suddenly
steel blades snapped. “We got
him!” the trapper whooped.

“It'll be fun!” he said. The next
time I heard those words I was
a bit more wary.

The next time we went gopher
trapping, I wore shoes.

The author’s column appears
in a growing number of Midwest
newspapers. Kruempel has
compiled and published her
column stories every year for
the last five years. She has also
published a historical fiction
series, “Promises to Keep.” Her
ten books are available on
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Hastings Livestock Poly &
Galvenized Water Tanks in Stock

605-892-2613 | 1700 5th Avenvue
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Jack Scholl

Craftsman

WEATHER HAT CO.

Custom and Handcrafted Hats
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519 Grant St. Belle Fourche
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Roots #35 (From Archives)

“Good Fences, Stone Walls,
and Boundaries”

Meg English
news@bellefourchebeacon.com

I love to visit
historic sites.
In southern
France you
can’t travel
more than a
-~ few miles in
t any direction
without
coming across the remains
of a medieval castle, military
fortification, or battleground.

Some of the structures
are modest in comparison
to others, some have been
carefully restored and are
open to the public, some have
fallen to ruins. However,
all were built with the same
purpose, to keep enemies out
and to secure personal safe
boundaries for those within.

The presence of these
ubiquitous medieval
fortifications here in the
south of Franch remind me
of the time-honored adage,
“Good fences make good
neighbors.” The words come
from a poem by Robert Frost
called Mending Wall.

Frost’s poem, Mending
Wall is all about boundaries.
The proclamation “Good
fences make good
neighbors.” suggests how
fences create necessary
boundaries that help people
get along better. That’s why
we need to keep building and
maintaining walls.

“Good Fences make good
neighbors.” is something that
Frost’s neighbor says. So, it’s
the neighbor’s point of view
that fences are necessary
for maintaining good
relationships between people.
The phrase is repeated more
than once.

To get along with his
neighbor, the poet agrees to
help mend the stone wall that
separates his property from
his neighbor’s even though
the fence seems pointless to
him.

Frost, who was also a
farmer, argues,

“My apple trees will never
get across

And eat the cones under
his pines.”

Maintaining a stone wall
is tricky, and hard work too.
Stones are not content to stay

Spain.

Above: Moestar buildings at Fort de Belgare, Perthus,

Below: é u de Requesens, La Jon

where you place them. They
tend to topple and leave big
open spaces in the fence and
are perpetually in need of
maintenance.

“To each the boulders that
have fallen to each.

And some are loaves and
some so nearly balls

We have to use a spell to
make them balance:

‘Stay where you are until
our backs are turned!’

We wear our fingers rough
with handling them.”

The poet continues to help
his neighbor rebuilt the wall
year after year even though
he becomes annoyed by
his neighbor’s inability to
explain why the wall is so
important.

“I see him there

Bringing a stone grasped
firmly by the top

In each hand, like an old-
stone savage armed.”

“He will not go behind his
father's saying,

And he likes having thought

of it so well

He says again,

‘Good fences make good
neighbors.’”

Robert Frost was a
quintessential American
poet. He won the Pulitzer
Prize four times. He is much
admired for depictions of the
rural life in New England,
his use of everyday American
speech, and his realistic
portrayal of ordinary people.
Several of his phrases such
as “Good fences make good
neighbors” have become
ingrained in the American
mindset.

Frost died at the age
of 88 in 1963, shortly
following his reading of an
original poem at the John
F. Kennedy’s presidential
inauguration.

There was a lot of fence
building going on during
Robert Frost’s lifetime. Frost
would have been in his late
60s when the Atlanticwall
came into existence.

The Atlantic Wall refers
to a vast collection of
concrete fortifications built
by the Germans between
1942 and 1944 along the
Atlantic Ocean coast in
Europe and Scandinavia. The
purpose of the project was

= *—?:’%

quera, Spain.

to defend German occupied
regions from Allied attacks
during WWII. The wall of
fortifications did its job well
for a while. There were an
estimated 25,000 bunkers
built in the Atlanticwall most
of them in France.

Over 17 million cubic
meters of concrete and 1.2
million tons of steel were
used to construct the wall.
Over the years some of the
structures have tumbled
into the sea or have been
demolished

However, many of them
remain intact. The guns
are mostly gone, long ago
removed and repurposed. The
fortifications no longer serve
as barrier borders, but as

museums, and repositories
of artifacts. Visitors are
allowed to stroll among
the ruins. With a little
imagination one can imagine
the formidable coastline
environment from 1942-
1944. The German bunkers
left me with a chill when I
first toured them. Deep holes
in the ground near the towns
remain in those areas too
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remnants of war.

My granddaughter,
Teaunah, likes to talk about
history. She’s 13.

The bunkers are ginormous,
she commented when she
saw a photograph of a soldier
posing beside a concrete
bunker in Normandy.
“Ginormous” is of course
a composite word blend
of giant, gargantuan, and
enormous.

I explain that the
fortifications contained
artillery, guns, soldiers’
quarters. That it was ‘nice’
of the French workers to
help them build the concrete
bunkers in Normandy for free
or in some cases nominal
wages and “nice” of the
French contractors who
provided materials and likely
profited from the exchange. I
told her.

Teaunah was hooked.

“Papa and I have been
there.”. “We have visited the
coast of northern France near
where the D-Day invasion
took place in 1944. We’ll
take you there sometime.”
She nods and I can see that

she is interested in hearing
more. | take advantage of the
opportunity.

Mending Wall is a
relevant poem. There is
certainly no shortage of
barriers and efforts to build
fences in the world today.
I’m thinking that when
Rober Frost witnessed the
Atlanticwall project he
would have understood that
it is human nature to build
fortifications.

He would have asked what
the barriers were for? Who
or what were they intended
to keep in our out? He would
have understood that the
phrase “Good fences make
good neighbors” would be
the response always. He
would also have understood
that boundaries are subject
to movement and are not
essentially permanent
where they are originally
placed, but that the idea of
is everlasting. Somehow, it’s
helpful to understand how
human nature works from
the perspective of poetry and
personal observation.

Some existing Bunkers on the Normandy coast of France as they appear today. Wikipedia
Commons photo
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Belle Fourche Beacon
‘Happenings’ and News
Bytes Calendar

The Beacon Happenmings Calendar 1s public service listing

of meetings, events, and things to do n and around Belle

Fourche., Happenings anmouncements may be sent to:

newsig bellefourchebeacon.com Deadline 1s Friday before

Spm.

[Belle Fourche Writers

\Belle Fourche Recreation Center

org 605-892-2467

Classes

com

Tri-State Museum

available throughout the day.

Belle Fourche Writers July meeting schedule: The regular July meeting is Saturday, July 18 from 10 AM to Noon.
All writers are invited to attend! Meetings are held at the Belle Fourche Public Library.

[Notes from Belle Fourche Rec Center Aquatics Manager: As always, please reach out of you have any questions,
comments, or concerns! My email is listed below as well as the Rec Center front desk number collin@bellefourche.

\ISummer Recreation Activities Schedule Calendar - See adjacent posters details!

Water-walking - This class is held every Monday, Wednesday, and Friday from 7:30 - 8:15 am. This class involves
iwalking in waist-deep to chest-deep water. Water resistance provides a low-impact, full-body workout that strength-
ens the core while also improving cardiovascular health.

\Silver Splash - This class is held every Tuesday and Thursday from 11:30 - 12:15 pm. Silver Splash is part of our
Silver Sneakers program. It involves a series of low-impact workouts with specially designed Boogie Boards. This
class is great for core strengthening and for cardiovascular health.

I quafit - We will hold Aquafit every Monday and Wednesday night from 6:30 - 7:15 pm. This class is higher inten-
sity than what we currently offer. The workouts all involve using either dumbbells or foam weights. The class is de-
signed to target multiple different muscle groups while also strengthening your core. 605-892-2467 bellefourcherec.

\Museum opens mini exhibit on postage stamps - The Tri-State Museum and Visitor Center in Belle Fourche will
open a new mini exhibit on Saturday, June 27 entitled “History of Postage Stamps.” The exhibit will include story-
lboards and photos, a free take-home workbook and a book to read and a touchscreen quiz. A stamp enthusiast’s stamp
collection will also be on display and a basket of loose stamps will be available for those who might want to pick one
out for themselves. Refreshments, including special cupcakes from Red Onion Marketplace, and beverages, will be

Tri-State Museum holds Family Fun Day on June 21 entitled “Light and Color” - The event will include a fun sci-
ence video about light and how different wavelengths of light waves appear as different colors. There will be experi-
ments and activities with prisms and crafts involving the color wheel. Take-home workbooks will be available for all
and refreshments will be served. There will also be a book-drawing. Admission is $2 per person or free with museum
membership. Reservations are helpful; call 605-723-1200. Since the 21st is Father’s Day, all dads get in free!

The Tri-State Museum and Visitor Center is located at 415 Fifth Avenue in Belle Fourche.

@THE
DAKOTA SCOUT

The Dakota Scout is a South Dakota owned, sourced and printed independent operation co-founded by Ellis and Sneve. Together, they
have more than 30 years of combined experience in South Dakota journalism that have earned them reputations as dogged reporters who've
not lost touch with their neighbors’ sensibilities. Be in the Know!

Stay on top of what’s happening at the state Capitol in Pierre and around the state with breaking news, investigative reporting and a con-
stant drumbeat of information about the world around you.

A

www.thedakotascout.com - www.facebook.com/TheDakotaScout Jonathan Ellis & Joe Sneve
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BF Rec Center Summer Parks & Rec Activities 2026
BELLE
FOURCHE GOALS:

-To promote our local parks and the outdoors.

-To promote health and wellness in our community. "
-To promote socialization with friends, make new friends, and interact with your community.
-To give kids ideas on activities they can continue doing all summer, with fun giveaways to help!

CENTER

This program will incorporate all of our beautiful parks. Enjoy a park that you haven’t been to before, or not in a long time!
We have giveaways and snacks too!

Please Note: This is not a childcare program. Ages 7 and under must be supervised by someone at least 12 years of age. Applicable BFRC rules/policies apply.
A summer waiver must be on file in order to participate. All activities are weather permitting.

HOW TO PARTICIPATE:

1-Parents: Complete your child’s Summer Waiver at the Rec Center or at the park prior to an activity. (Waiver is valid for all of the summer activities.)
2-Pick up your monthly calendar. Available at the Rec, on Facebook @BFRecCenter, Instagram or our website www.bellefourcherec.com.

3-Park Activities are FREE. Rec Center activities require a membership or day pass. (Youth $4 ~ Senior $5 ~ Adult $6 ~ Group of 2 $10 ~ Family $20)
4-Tell your friends and have fun!

Questions? Contact us @ 605-892-2467.

WHERE ARE THE PARKS?
Highland Park National St. Next to the Rec Center
Jones Park 11t Ave. Splash Pad
Herrmann Park 8t Ave. Circular Walking Path/Bowman Hall/Police Dept.
Weyler Park 7t Ave. Dog Park/Near Lynn’s Dakotamart
Eagle Park Elkhorn St. Along Belle Fourche River
Thomas C. Gay N. 8™ Ave. North Park School/Kindergarten
Rail Park State St. Main Street/By Belle Flowers & Gifts
Robb Park State St. Main Street/Next to Upper Level Fitness
River Walk/Disc Golf Course State St. & More! Tri State Museum/Center of the Nation Monument

' Q GIVEAWAYS: Must be present to win!
Disc Golf Frisbees, Kickball, Pickleball Paddle & Ball Set, Wiffleball Set, Water Balloons, Basketball, Sidewalk Chalk, Art Supplies and more!

L

> Fourct AN == .. SUMMER 2026
S YOUTH STRENGTH & GARDIO

Belle Fourche, SD
REGISTRATION NOW OPEN!

GIRLS & BOYS (GRADES 6TH-9TH)

60 days of advertising. 1 oo U JULY 13,15,1,20,22 1:00-2:30 PM

before the event. Pecome 3
Sign up by: P T LEARN SAFE USE OF CARDIO &

July 17th, 2026 WEIGHT MACHINES.

MEMBERS $50
NONMEMBERS $60

Scan to Sign Up Today! SPACE IS LIMITED!
bellefourchechamber.org SIGN UP TODAY!

QUESTIONS? CONTACT TESSA 605-892-2467

PAIN & MOVEMENT

SOLUTIONS

Upcoming events,
for more information call:

605-892:2676 Sturgis Belle Fourche Rapid City
July S sy | oGt ™
P: 605.702.8206 P: 605.723.0185 P: 60:5.593.447
15th _ COHCEI’tS |n the park 7PM Herrmann Par—k F: 605.702.9206 Fi 605.723.0186 F: 005.:-9_1.44&
What Moves You?
th
16 - Hometown ThurSday 6PM poinandmovementsolutions.com [ focebook.com/PainandMovementSalutians

17" - Caramel Rolls & Coffee 7:30AM Belle Silver
Lining, Fraud Prevention 9AM Belle Silver Lining, Good \\ 525 W Main Sueet n Lood

Angel Store 5PM BF Global She pherd
FREE cuNlc

Good Shepherd Free Clinic provides quality medical and emergency

Next Clinic: Lead - July 23

Registration: 6:00-7:00 p.m.

18" - Moose Lodge Steak Tip Night 5:30PM

th _ 1 1 dental care to financially eligible northern Black Hills residents, ages
19 Fam I l'y Fu n Day 2 P M Trl State M useum 19-64. Medical services will be available at Shepherd of the Hills
th ¥ ’ » Lutheran Church in Lead. Enter the church through the Julius Street
20 - Clty Cou nCI I- M eetl ng 6 P M parking lot (below 825 W. Main Street).

Good Shepherd Free Clinic-Spearfish is open Monday nights at
1020 State Street for medical and emergency dental services.

Be sure to LIKE and FOLLOW us on social media for all the

For more information contact:

information or visit our website Phone: 605-717-2080
Email: gsfreeclinicgmail.com
— Website: www.gsfreeclinic.org

y = Belle Fourche Chamber Mixer

ZTIGHMARK"

CEREDIT UNIQN

BUCK N' BRONCS
CAR WASH

Thursday August 20th = |
4:30PM-6:30PM N
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You Have Big Plans For A New Home.
We Will Make It Happen.

Bundle & Save Money With Our
Construction Loan Special

» Special 4.99% APR* available now (with qualified
vehicle/personal loan)

* Interest-only payments during the construction phase
* Quick, local decisions from people who live here too
* Excellent personal service from start to finish

Apply online, call, stop by or chat with a member of our Mortgage Team. Or, apply
for your Construction Loan online at
https://www.highmarkfcu.com/personal/borrow/mortgage-loans

MONUMENT HEALTH HOME HEALTH & HOSPICE | 605-755-7710 | monument.heaith/kindness ' i I GHM ARKTM hl ghm arkfcu com

CREDIT UNION | 605.892.4631

APR= Current Annual Percentage Rate may change due to loan fees. Rates subject to change without notice. Members with existing vehicle
ans qualify for bundling discount. Rate increase to 5.24% APR with no bundled loan. **Mortgage loans are subject to credit approval.

embership eligibility is required. A variety of rates and terms are available. Contact us for current rates. Highmark Credit Union is federally UL HOUSHO
sured by the NCUA. LENDER
LS #416700

NOTICE OF DEADLINE FOR VOTER REGISTRATION

_of\LE FOURCH, .
TR

WV
I.ITTER WALK

TOGETHER FOR A CLEANER, STRONGER BELLE FOURCHE!’

Voter registration for the Butte County Runoff Election to be held on July 28%, 2026, will
close on July 13™ 2026, at 5:00 p.m. Failure to register by this date will cause forfeiture of voting
rights for this election. If you are in doubt about whether you are registered, check the Voter
Information Portal at www.sdsos.gov or call the County Auditor at 605-892-4485.

Registration may be completed during regular business hours at the County Auditor's office,
Municipal Finance Office, Secretary of State's office, and those locations that provide driver's
licenses, SNAP, TANF, WIC, military recruitment, and assistance to the disabled as provided by
the Department of Human Services. You may contact the County Auditor to request a mail-in
registration form or access a mail-in form at (www.sdsos.gov).

Any voter who needs assistance, pursuant to the Americans with Disabilities Act, may
contact the County Auditor for information and special assistance in voter registration.

(IF

Annie Capp, Butte County Auditor
SATURDAY

- 8 Juy "'m (© 8:00-10:30 am

Publish on June 27", 2026
Publish on July 2™, 2026

SDCL 12:4-5.2 WE WILL MEET AT: gkg\;ﬁs&g
Published twice at the total approximate cost of $ 1804 7th AVE. WILL BE PROVIDED.

— WE WILL MEET BACK
4 AT THE CHURCH FOR

Refreshments!
TO HELP MAKE H DlFFERENCE\
IN OUR COMMUNITY! »

————— e g ——————
Meonument Health United Way Group &
Belle Fourche Global Methsdist Church

Belle Fourche Global 4 .

" GMALL ACTIONS
BIG IMPACT

40"Annual Spearfish Canyon %
T e Half Marathon & 5K SA5A

The 5K starts and
ends in the
Spearfish City
_ Park.

The half marathon route
follows the Spearfish Canyon
Scenic Byway, starting near

Savoy and ending in the

Spearfish City Park.

11 PUBLIC PARKS 4
* SOCCER & BASEBALL COMPLEX
" RIVERSIDE WALKING TRAIL
" ® ROCKY POINT RECREATIONAL PARK
B SPLASH PAD "
F OUTDOOR AMPITHEATRE
: 'COMMUNITY CENTER AND MORE! "
& HOME OF THE WORLD RENOWNED BLACK HILLS ROUNDUP RODEQ
NHCASA has been HOMETOWN THURSDAY NIGHT EVENTS - LIVE MUSIC & VENDORS!

Feastor o\ SGHOSGURG OrVictime of crlid * " BUILDING COMMUNITY. TOGETHER
June Z3 to maltreatment in 8 counties of
foeihit western South Dakota for 40
years. Your participation in
this signature fundraising
event fuels our mission and
helps ensure every child has a
CASA volunteer by their side.
We hope you will join us for
this momentous anniversary
celebration.

SCAN HERE TO
’ REGISTER

LODGING DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE:
HOLIDAY INN-SPEARFISH

For more information, please visit
e 605-722-4558 www.nhcasa.org or
mvw.spearﬁshcanyonhaifmarathon.com

HILT ON TRUST

A“LRC S COEUR i ‘ (605) 8B92-50465 director@bellefourchedevcorp.com www.bfdcsd.com o SCAN HERE 10

WATCH OUR VIDEO!
CONSTRUCTION Holiday fnn
WHARF v
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Fourth Summer Playday Brlngs Competition to Newell Arena

Checking out the barrel as he makes the turn in barrel racing. Longbrake photo

Robbi Longbrake tive weather at the Newell Arena.
news@bellefourchebeacon.com Youth ages 0-19 spent anoth-
NEWELL—Young riders contin- er Mopday ni.gh? vyorking hard
ue to take advantage of the op- at honing their riding skills by

portunity to build their skills and showli ng up to either contique
gain experience during the 2026 learning the patterns or taking the

Newell Family Summer Playday opportunity to practice full-speed

Series. The fourth gathering of competition runs in the arena,

the six-event summer series took hThef{e arle a V.ar1§(‘;y ofgventg d
place on July 6 under coopera- that take place inside and outside
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Helping little ones learn the barrel pattern and take the event at their own pace is part of

the fun of the Summer Playday Series. Longbrake photo

of the arena for all skill levels.
Boys and girls compete against
each other in all events except
age 11-14 goat tying. Other
events include barrel racing, pole
bending, flag race, goat tying and member.
goat tail untying, dummy roping,
breakaway roping, dummy team
roping and steer daubing.
Members must enter to com-

SOUTH
0 PARK

pete in at least five of the six
playday events to be eligible
for year-end awards. However,
anyone under age 19 can sign
up and compete without being a

Contestants can sign up online
at newellcommunityclub.com.
Registration closes at 1 p.m. on
the day of the event.

There are only two scheduled
playdays left. The next one is
scheduled for July 13 beginning
at 5 p.m. If you want to partici-
pate or watch, the last remaining
dates are July 13 and July 20,
with the year-end potluck on July
27.

Results D4

HURRICANE
16T WATERSLIDE

SUDE| WATER GAMES | SPLASH & PLAY
& ACTIVITIES CO0L OFF &
HAVE FUN!

FOR MORE INFO
CALL DEBBIE

)

119-252-3716

NEWELL
= COMMUNITY CLUB =

CORNHOLE TOURNAMENT
FUN FOR ALL!

0

Celebrate Recovery Support Group
is now meeting at

Emmanual Baptist Church
Every Friday at 6:30 pm.
10913 Sourdough Rd.
Come for potluck on the

last Friday of each month.

We offer primary health care services for adults and
children in the Newell-Vale-Nisland community.

Wellness exams, chronic care management, DOT physicals.

Call today to book your appointment!

For info about Patrick or schedule g virtual TELE-HEALTH visit:

PatNP.com

is accepting new patients!

located in the Newell Evangelical Church
on 8" street across from the Blue Line Diner.

atholicDoctor
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Grand River Roundup

Betty Olson
news@bellefourchebeacon.com

Reub and | went to
Hettinger on Monday for
his appointment at the eye
clinic with Dr. Kludt. After
his appointment we took the
black pickup out to Laufer
Vermeer to see what was
wrong with it. Nate checked
it over and made an appoint-
ment for us to come back on
Wednesday to get it fixed.
When we stopped at Cenex
to gas up, we went inside to
visit with the fun guys who
stop there to have coffee
and visit together. My old
friend Allen Mclintyre was
there wearing a cap that
had “Bad Guy” printed on it.
I love Allen’s humor and he
inherited his sense of humor
from his father Bill MclIntyre
who was a good friend of
my father Bryce White. |
used to love listening to the
program “This, That and the
Other Thing” on KNDC radio
station every morning. | sure
wish the station still had Al-
len on there for me to listen
to every morning!

My health was back in

June 29, 1916

Seven automobiles bearing
30 Lead boosters came in from
Vale Tuesday at 1:00 o’clock
and they at once proceeded
to let the natives in on the fact
that they were going to have a
celebration at Lead on the 4th.
A feature of their parade was
a troop of Scottish bagpipers
(kilts and all) which entertained
for some time. The boosters
left about 3 o’clock for Belle
Fourche by way of Nisland to
spread the news.

A notice from Charles S. Price
and John W. Price announc-
es the business heretofore
conducted by Chas S. Price in
Newell will be conducted on
and after July 1 as Price & Son.
All accounts due to Charles S.
Price will be payable to Price &
Son.

J. H. Senovoy, Proprietor of
Pioneer Dairy Farm announced
that after July 1, all the milk
furnished by the Pioneer Dairy
Farm will be sold at 5 quarts for
$1.00 and sweet cream 2 pints
for 25 cents.

July 1, 1926

One of the noticeable fea-
tures of the tourist travel this
season is that cars are coming
from greater distances than ever
before. Transcontinental parties
are not unusual and even 1 car
from Nome, Alaska, recently
camped here. This indicates
the extent to which the highway
routes are gateway to the Black
Hills.

Two young men from Colora-
do are helping thin beets at the
Oscar Reppen farm. This is their
first trip west and they are very
interested in our locality and
things which are new to them.
They are on their way to the
Pacific Coast and need a little
extra travel money.

The “farm relief” most needed
in the project country just now
has hired help. With a shortage
of male help, several farmers
have hired women and girls to
assist in the hayfields. And there
are a good number of these
Maude Mullers, too.

The 5-year-old daughter of
Earl Wilson, living 5 miles east
of town, was bitten by a rattle-
snake last week and brought to
the Newell Hospital. It required

working order again on Tues-
day. The pain is gone after
the surgery | had on my back
last week on June 23 at the
Black Hills Surgical Center in
Rapid City and | don’t need
pain pills anymore. I'm able
to take care of my chickens
again, wash clothes and
hang them outside and do

all the other things | wasn’t
able to do for awhile but | get
tired pretty fast and I'm still
not very steady on my feet
yet. The Northwest Schools
action was in Isabel on
Tuesday.

There’s another death
to report: Erma Albert, 79
years young of Buffalo, went
to be with her Heavenly
Father June 22, in Spear-
fish. Funeral Mass was held
Wednesday, July 1, at St.
Paul’s Catholic Church in
Belle Fourche with interment
at Black Hills National Ceme-
tery near Sturgis.

Reub and | went to Het-
tinger on Wednesday to get
Nate Weidringer to work on
our pickup at Laufer Vermeer
after he had gotten the part
he needed. He got done

“Looking Forward to our Past”

some prompt treatment by Dr.
Clark who brought her through
the ordeal all right.

July 2, 1936

A fine of $5 and Costs was
assessed against John Hoover,
Belle Fourche, yesterday in
Justice T. J. Hartwell’s Court on
a charge of fighting. Joe Novot-
ny of Hoover was complaining
witness. Hoover is 74 years old
and Novotny 77.

The Newell swimming pool
will be under the supervision
of 2 guards from 1:00 to 4:00
o’clock each afternoon. Gordon
Van derBoom and Miss Enid
Franklin will be on duty to serve
as caretakers.

Among those who went to Hot
Springs last Sunday to enjoy the
medicinal warm water pool were
Mr. & Mrs. J. R. Anderson, Mr. &
Mrs. C. O. Fogelberg & son, Mr.
& Mrs. F. C. Youngblutt, Mr. &
Mrs. Jack Eccles, E. J. Pickrel,
Paul A. Wiest and Boyd Gray.
June 27, 1946

Stories of unusual farm-
ing experiences featured the
meeting of the Butte County
Farm Bureau in Newell City
Hall Friday, with Walter Mil-
berg winning the award for the
“tallest story” told. The Bureau
went on record being decidedly
opposed to Day-light Savings
Time. President Phillip Vallery of
Nisland reported briefly on the
Executive Board meeting held
recently in Huron. The business
meeting was followed consisting
of several musical selections
and other related stories of
unusual experiences by various
members. Followed by lunch
served by hosts and hostesses
of the evening.

Lois Williamson, daughter of
Mr. & Mrs. Garrett Williamson,
Vale, received a painful cut on
her hand last week when boxing
with her brother, Gerold. Her
hand broke the glass in the
kitchen door, and she received a
severe wound. She was brought
to Dr. L. L. Theberge’s offioce in
Newell who took six stiches in
the thumb and 4 stiches in her
finger. Up until the accident, she
held the upper fist.

An important notice from
Jake’s Radio Service at Kelly
Electric at Belle Fourche, new
life can be repaired to old radio

working on it by 3:00, but he
had to order another part for
it so we will take it back up
there next week. Nate is a
really handy mechanic. We
were too late for coffee in
Reeder when we left Hetting-
er but we might make it in
time next week.

We are excited about
the new set of twins born
in our neighborhood on
Wednesday, July 1, to Molly
(Holt) and Matt Kerner at the
Bismarck hospital! Tyce Mat-
thew Kerner was born first
weighing in at 3lbs 150z and
16.9 inches long, Blaine Holt
Kerner was the second born,
weighing in at 4lbs 10z and
16 inches long. The babies
weren’t due until September
and they will probably have
to stay in the hospital for
quite a while but we can't
wait to see them.

It was getting pretty hot
on Thursday so Taz came
up and put our window air
conditioner in for us so we
could relax in the cool air. |
don’t know what us old folks
would do without that young
man! The guys spent the
day cutting and baling hay
all day.

Corinne Erickson called
me Friday afternoon to see
how | was healing up and
we had a good visit. She
called again late that af-
ternoon to tell me that my
old friend Dave Gano had
passed away about 5:00 that
afternoon. Dave and | grew
up together and we have
been good friends forever.
David Paul Gano, 82, of

Then and Now in Newell

by Linda Velder

sets; so, don’t be satisfied with
anything less than perfect per-
formance from your radio. Their
expert repair service will give
new life to your set and make
your listening as enjoyable as
the manufacturers intended it
should be. Worth your time and
money to drive the extra miles.
July 5, 1956

At the regular meeting of the
Newell Community Club, Tues-
day evening at the Skyroom of
the Cove, they renewed their
efforts to secure a lake north of
Newell. The club approved a
motion to share expenses with
the proposed lake with the Izaac
Walton League and efforts to
convince the State Game, Fish
& Parks Commission of the
value of a lake such as the pro-
posed project where there are
s0 many possible benefits.

Dr. Glenn B. Rea, SD
Livestock Sanitary Board, has
urged South Dakota pet owners
to have their pets vaccinated
against rabies. He also advised
that wild or domestic animals
showing unnatural behavior
should be watched. The disease
is particularly heavy during
the summer months, because
animals are more active. The
Laboratory confirmed cases of
rabies in dogs, cats, squirrels,
skunks, cattle, rabbits, rats and
mice. In this state cases are
scattered throughout the state.

Attorney General Phil Saun-
ders urged a statewide crack-
down on the criminal violations
in selling of liquor and beer to
minors. He noted that South
Dakota Law prohibits the selling
of liquor to any person under
21 and no-intoxicating beer
and wine to anyone under 18
years of age. Saunders urged
that the places and person
under suspicion be kept under
constant surveillance and that
good results could be obtained
by full vigilance and prosecution
of all violators where or when-
ever possible. Not only legal
stores, bars or taverns, but the
independent local suppliers and
most everyone knows who they
are.

July 14, 1966

A breakfast fly-in and some
aircraft competition is planned at
Newell Airport on Sunday July

Meadow, South Dakota,
passed away on Friday, July
3. Memorial services are on
Saturday, July 11, at Grace
Bible Fellowship Church in
Bison. Dave’s family has our
sympathy.

We watched President
Trump on TV give his speech
in South Dakota at Mount
Rushmore Friday night with
a lot of military airplanes
flying over Mount Rushmore,
including the new beautiful
Airforce One that brought
the president into our state
to deliver his speech to the
large crowd in attendance at
Mount Rushmore. We got to
see Florida’s Governor Ron
Desantis and South Dakota’s
Governor Larry Rhoden talk
to the crowd too.

Reub and | celebrated the
250th anniversary of Inde-
pendence Day on Saturday,
July 4th, by going to Het-
tinger to watch the parade
Saturday morning and then
we were invited out to our
son Sage and Alaina’s house
to eat lunch and visit with a
lot of friends. Alaina’s mother
Polly Markegard, her uncle
Larry Stadheim, and her
brothers Josh and Brandy
Stadheim and Nathan and
Kylee Stadheim and a lot of
other family members. Josh
Stadheim cooked a really
delicious brisket for us and
Polly Markegard brought a
lot of really good food and
we all ate too much. When
we got home that evening,
we watched President Trump
on television give his mes-
sage to America in Washin-

ton DC, about how wonderful
our country has been for the
last 250 years before the
beautiful fireworks were shot
off over DC.

We had a very patriot-
ic church service Sunday
morning starting out with all
of us standing to pledge alle-
giance to the American flag
followed with several beauti-
ful American patriotic hymns.
The Fortress VBS team that
came from Minnesota to
teach Vacation Bible School
this week, James Adrian,
Bennett Jones, Ellie Utecht
and Lila Tschida, each of
them gave a message about
how they came to be Chris-
tians and why they came
from the Bible School to
teach VBS this week. Lanie
and Matt Klug brought their
kids down from North Dakota
Sunday afternoon to attend
VBS with Taz and Amanda’s
kids and they spent the after-
noon in the swimming pool
that Amanda got set up last
week. Sunday Vacation Bible
School will be Monday thru
Friday 9:00-2:00 with the
program at 2:00 on Friday
and that’s always a lot of fun.

West River Cooperative
Telephone Company

Phone 605.244.5213 www.sdplains.com

Proud communications provider of the Newell,
Vale & Nisland areas

31, it was announced by local
pilots. The breakfast for all to
fly here from over a large area
and will be the principal atten-
tion. However, some acrobat-
ics, spot-landing contests and
possibly parachute jumping will
also be included to lend an air
show flavor to the event. Pilot
Darrel Blomberg, operator of
the airport, flew Jean DeHav-
en, Wessington Springs, from
Moorcroft, Wyo to Pierre and
Miller last Saturday and will pick
him up at Spearfish. DeHaven
famous for his 20-mule team
trekked 1800 miles from Death
Valley, Cal to his hometown at
Wessington Springs.

The Annual Old Timers Picnic
sponsored by the Stoneville
Steadies Extension Club will
be held this Sunday in Bear
Butte Park in Sturgis. Everyone

interested is welcome to attend,
need not be a former resident
of the Stoneville Community.
Coffee will be furnished.

Clara Stolnack proprietor of
Thrift Fabric Shop in Newell
advises seamstresses to order
your wool now for fall sewing or
choose from the many colors
now on hand in Botany, Wedg-
moor, Forsman, Homestead or
look over the beautiful mix &
match shades from J. P. Ste-
vens in machine washables and
bonded fabrics.

John Paul Wilson, son of
Mrs. Myrtle Wilson, is one of
10 students at the University
of South Dakota named to the
Deans Honor List in the College
of Fine Arts for the1965-66,
Second Semester with straight
A’s. Wilson is Senior Major in
applied piano.

&
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(L) The Tourist Park was a popular point to stop for travelers; (R) 1966,

Drug Store changed to “Price & Son.” Museum photos

Newell Pilots hosted a Breakfast Fly-in for area Flying Clubs; (Above) In 1916,
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Newell Service Center
101 4th Street- Phone 605-456-3455

Here’s What’s Happening in Newell!

Feeding SD at Dakota Life Center
July 9 -2 p.m.-3 p.m.
Second Thursday every month

BLL - VALE - NI§
Summer Reading Program weW Lanp

July 10 - 10:30 a.m.
Newell Public Library

Automotive and Pickup Repair Shop -

Big Summer Blowout & Car Show Sfurdevan.t's Parts Store - Oil Lube &

July 11 - 8 a.m. \ Filter Service - Gates-Belts & Hoses &
South Park Community Calendar Custom Hose building- + We sell all class-

es of Tires & do Tire repair- ATV Services

Newell Playday Series

July 13 - 5 p.m. )
Rodeo grounds s /—

Menu Sponsored by: 212 / 79 Sice Cen

PIZZA Fuel for the B!
= vehicle, fuel for =

_"Neell Hardware & Supply JIEE o i =reterl
~ . 320Girard - Newell SD s Dartmo g
S | 605-456-2312

o

] A

e = - 106 8th Street P: 605-456-1321
Open Mon-Sat 7 F: 605-456-1621
VIP Agency
Support Local
Business From the Auto, Home, Farm, Commercial
Beacon and Irrigator.
PO Box 426

Your support of local businesses, makes it work.

We’re Newell-Vale-Nisland proud! Newell, SD 57760

VIPAgency@sdplains..com

T . ; _—
Part-Time Newell Library Director LY - 600D TIMES ~ GREAT PRizgs
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v-HIRING

<, PART-TIME
v-* LIBRARY
DIRECTOR

|

+ High School Diploma/GED

» Comfortable with Xcel, Word,
Facebook, and willing to be
trained in other programs -

* Enjoys working with the public,

especially children.

Office, the Newell Library or online at
= TawnofMewell.org under Forms and

Applications. Open until filled. Fall start date @ NEW E |_|_ CITY . R - SOUTH
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Belle Fourche Bearon

Results From D1
June 29 Results

0-3 Division

Stick Horse Barrels

1. Callen Westland, 12.63

2. Autumn Bonefield, 13.41
3. Brayzen Zimmer, 14.97
4. Ridley Rosencranz, 15.19

Stick Horse Flag Race

1. Callen Westland, 4.12
2. Brayzen Zimmer, 4.31
3. Autumn Bonefield, 5.66
4. Ridley Rosencranz, 5.75

Stick Horse Pole Bending
1. Callen Westland, 13.96
2. Autumn Bonefield, 14.62
3. Ridley Rosencranz, 15.34
4. Brayzen Zimmer, 16.03

Wildcard

1. Brayzen Zimmer, 17.56
2. Callen Westland, 17.72
3. Ridley Rosencranz, 20.31
4. Autumn Bonefield, 22.28

4-6 Division

Barrel Racing

1. Blue Williams, 19.948

2. Quincie Lindskov, 28.784
3. Latham McTaggart, 37.135
4. Buckley Erickson, 42.183

Flag Race

1. Blue Williams, 9.510

2. Tegan Lei, 14.448

3. Skailyn Bossert, 14.882
4. Callen Westland, 19.196

Pole Bending

1. Latham McTaggart, 41.843
2. Quincie Lindskov, 44.521
3. Tegan Lei, 61.292

4. Skailyn Bossert, 73.240

Goat Tail Untying (No Horse)
1. McKenna Fox, 3.28

2. Quincie Lindskov, 3.31

3. Latham McTaggart, 3.38

4. Blue Williams, 3.54

Dummy Roping

1. Tegan Lei

2. Ridley Rosencranz
3. Callen Westland

4. Buckley Erickson

7-10 Division

Barrel Racing

1. Prairie Lei, 17.924

2. Henry Bishop 18.657

3. Rickeigh Lei, 19.602

4. Charley McTaggart, 19.784

Flag Race

1. Prairie Lei, 6.749

2. Windsor Erickson, 7.091
3. Maxon Dell, 7.168

4. Range Lei, 7.484

Wed. July 8, 2026

Pole Bending

1. Henry Bishop, 24.277
2. Blaire Nordick, 24.656
3. Maxon Dell, 24.740

4. Prairie Lei, 24.882

Goat Tail Untying (On Horse)
1. Windsor Erickson, 7.58

2. Rylan Jeftries, 7.83

3. Range Lei, 7.98

4. Maxon Dell, 8.28

Dummy Roping

1. Range Lei, 5.02

2. Maxon Dell, 5.46
3. Prairie Lei, 5.82

4. Coy Westland, 7.31

Dummy Team Roping Header
1. Rylan Jeffiries

2. Tyndall Vetter

3. Rickeigh Lei

4. Koal Allen

Dummy Team Roping Heeler
1. Rickeigh Lei

2. Treyton Vetter

3. Prairie Lei

4. Bristol Thiel

11-14 Division

Barrel Racing

1. Kaylee Lambert, 17.018
2. Natalie Lei, 17.812

3. Audri Bishop, 18.083

4. Baylee Cammack, 19.650

Flag Race

1. Kaylee Lambert, 6.186
2. Jace Hiles, 6.581

3. Natalie Lei, 6.651

4. Cooper Cermak, 6.991

Pole Bending

1. Audri Bishop, 23.284

2. Jace Hiles, 28.404

3. Cooper Cermak, 29.712
4. Baylee Cammack, 30.902

Girls Goat Tying

1. Audri Bishop, 12.06

2. Kaylee Lambert, 21.91

3. Chaisley McTaggart, 23.54
4. Paisley Braun, 29.63

Boys Goat Tying

1. Kase Lambert, 11.09
2. Jace Hiles, 15.21

3. Creece Norman, 18.28
4. Tristan Wishard, 18.46

Breakaway Roping
1. Zane Sacersen, 3.31
2. Jace Sacersen, 4.75

Dummy Team Roping, Header
1. Cooper Cermak
2. Jace Hiles
3. Tristan Wishard
4. Audri Bishop

Dummy Team Roping, Heeler
1. Jace Hiles
2. Cooper Cermak

15-19 Division

Barrel Racing

1. Alexis Cermak, 17.595
2. Kalani Meyers, 19.673
3. Presley Conry, 22.645

4. Kaydence Lei, 24.562

Flag Race

1. Rachel Stranberg, 6.109
2. Kalani Meyers, 7.322
3. Kaydence Lei, 8.649

Pole Bending

1. Rachel Stranberg, 22.802
2. Alexis Cermak, 24.452
3. Hayden Johnston, 25.047
4. Kalani Meyers, 26.013

Goat Tying

1. Rachel Stranberg, 11.52
2. Kaydence Lei, 11.78
Breakaway Roping

1. Presley Conry, 3.210

2. Kenlee King, 4.22

3. Rachel Stranberg, 7.810

Steer Daubing

1. Presley Conry, 1.81

2. Kaydence Lei, 4.00

2. Rachel Stranberg, 22.930

Wild Card Event; Ages 7-19
1. Cooper Cermak, 14.549
2. Rachel Stranberg, 14.818
3. Paisley Braun, 22.067

4. Prairie Lei, 22.087

Family and Friends Gather to Honor John Heisler

Robbi Longbrake
news@bellefourchebeacon.com

NEWELL—Family and friends
traveled near and far, some by
air and some by car, but they all
traveled to celebrate a man who
means a great deal to them on

a very special day. Some call
him Dad, some call him brother,
husband or grandpa and others
call him friend or neighbor, but
to them all, it seems, he is a
special person.

You see, the long-time New-
ellite, John Heisler, turned 80
years old, and judging by the
crowd at the NVN Center on
July 5, he has touched a lot of
lives over the years.

There was a lot of behind-the-
scenes planning, and although it
started as a surprise, John said,
“I kind of figured it out!”

His wife of 35 years, Judy,
explained, “We had to tell him,
because you can’t keep any-
thing a secret from him!”

The coordination of getting
John’s three sisters, one brother
and his five children and nine
grandchildren plus all of their
families to Newell took quite
the effort. “Lots of family came
in, it took a lot of planning,”
explained Judy. “The son (John)
flew the granddaughter in from
Nashville, he rented cars for
Colleen—a special vehicle for
her to come down from Aber-

deen and the two grandsons to
drive her down, and then he
rented a car for the nurse—she’s
the one that was taking care of
Colleen, and he rented a car for
her to come up from Denver.”
There was an abundance of
food for everyone to enjoy. “I
catered all of it—I’m tired, I’'m
done, it’s my last catering job!

I’m going out with a bang,” said

Judy.

Everyone gathered to sing
happy birthday to John and
watch him blow out his candles.
He shared his spotlight with his
nephew’s wife, Annie Mueller,
who turned 69 on the same day.

The Heislers came to town
about 30 years ago, and it was
kind of by accident, not by plan,
but they have made the most
of it since arriving. “Well, |
had a friend that retired before
I did, and he had a nice place
down by Hermosa, and I said,
well, I knew that my time was
coming with the company, so I
said watch for a place for me,”
explained John. “He gave my
name to a realtor. . . [ wanted to
live down where he did, in that
area west of Hermosa, towards
Keystone—it’s really not as
warm in the summer and not as
cold in the winter . . . She sent
us videos on a couple places
and pictures and we looked at
this (Newell home). I didn’t
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John Heisler is ready to blow out the candles on his birthday cake. Longbrake photo(s)

like the other places. We liked
this—the price was right!”
John stays involved and
active in the small town. Even
though he is retired, he con-
tinues to work and volunteer.
“I will be the president now of
the Lions Club, and I kind of
ran the Belle Fourche Irrigation

District for almost 20 years,” he
shared. He remains active in the
workforce as he drives a school
bus for the Newell School
District.

As for turning another year
older, well he has that all
figured out too! “Well, I read
up on it and it said, if you have

good balance and can walk
good, you’ll live long, but if
you reach 80 and you lost your
balance and can’t walk around
very well—you’re short-lived,”
said John with a chuckle. He
stays active and still has a few
cows to take care of each day
on the ranch.

nmed John), spends time

looking at the memorabilia display honoring his dad.
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Every 2nd Wednesday of the month
until November 11th
&pm at the Vale Hall




