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Conversations Over Coffee: Public Meets with Police and City Leaders

Robbi Longbrake
news@bellefourchebeacon.com

BELLE FOURCHE—Every
Friday morning from 7:30 a.m.
to 10 a.m., the public is invited
to come enjoy caramel rolls and
coffee at the Belle Silver Lining
Senior Center. This past Friday,
special guests were invited to
the event.

On May 1, Police Chief
Ryan Cherveny and City
Administrator Jason LaFayette
spent an hour answering
questions and concerns raised
by area citizens at the event.

The idea to invite speakers
was first suggested by
Clark Sowers, city council
representative. “Clark kind of
put a bug in my ear about it,
so then he’s the one that kind
of got it rolling,” said Belle
Silver Linings Board President
Marilyn Huston-Engle. “And
we go, well, why don’t we do it
at caramel rolls and Ryan and
Jason picked a date—we only
do them on Fridays.”

Turnout was good; the room
was filled with folks wanting
to learn about what’s going on
in the city of Belle Fourche. “A
lot of people came to listen. I
would say we have maybe 30-
some people for caramel rolls,
but usually it is spread out from
7:30 a.m. to 10 a.m.,” explained
Huston-Engle. “So it was full!”

A lot of the questions were
about the new police station. A
few of the highlights were as
follows: It was asked why the
building for the police station
was not put up for a public
vote. LaFayette explained that
the type of bond that was used
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Polié Chief Ryéh Cherventaks the o

new police station. Longbrake photo

to fund the new facility did not
require a public vote.

Another question that was
asked had to do with whether
there would be any holding
cells in the new station. “There
are three holding cells. Two
of them are individual cells,
and then there will be a larger
one where the county will
utilize for court where they
can bring all of the inmates at
once for court appearances,”
explained Cherveny. “There is
a mental health room, which

will help our costs as far as
overtime. Currently, if we have
somebody who’s on a mental
health hold and there’s not a
facility available anywhere in
the state, we can sit on them

at the new building. We’re
currently having to pay people
to stay in the hospital up to

six days, which is paying
somebody to sit there on
overtime and somebody else to
cover a shift. So that’s a huge
burden financially for us. Being
able to have them in-house,

in that room, will save us
tremendously.”

Another questioner wanted
to know that if there is a fitness
facility being built in the new
station, why didn’t the city,
since they own the police
department and the Rec Center,
just give them membership.
Cherveny answered, “So
we all have memberships to
the Rec Center. This fitness
center... is minimal equipment.
It’s a training facility where
we can do tactical training,

pportunity to speak with the public about policing issues in Belle Fourche as well as the

hands-on training, stuff that
we can’t do on a hard surface.
So that’s what that room is
essentially for. We can bring
those trainings in. Self-defense
classes for the community can
be hosted there. If you fall on
the ground, it’s going to be a
padded floor versus getting
concrete or the gym floor.”
The hour-long question-and-
answer session cleared up a lot
of misinformation by explaining
the rationale behind a lot of the
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Above: Jammie with her boys. L to R: Gabe, Jammie, Ben,
Mathew. Below: Jammie in #15 for the Broncs during the
State Tournament in her freshman year of high school.

- -
o_— Yo

Je———

SDHS Basketball Hall of Fame Announces
Class of 2026 inductees

Twelve South Dakota basketball
standouts spanning multiple
generations headline the South
Dakota High School Basketball
Hall of Fame Class of 2026.
The 16th annual induction
banquet is set for Aug. 22 at the
Ramkota Hotel in Sioux Falls.

The class is highlighted by
three Mr. Basketball honor-
ees — Rapid City Central’s
Steve Anderson, Emery’s Chris
Janssen, and Webster’s Lonni
Stover — along with two Miss
Basketball recipients: Belle
Fourche’s Jammie (Coyle) Raba
and Willow Lake’s Jennifer
(Warkenthien) Hojer.

Also being honored is the
1975 Freeman High School

boys basketball team, which
will be recognized as a Team
of Excellence. Coached by Ron
Bennett, the Flyers capped a
perfect 27-0 season with the
1975 Class B state champi-
onship. The team was led by
all-state performers Bob Pidde
and Keith Massey.

Banquet ticket information
will be available soon on the
Hall of Fame website at www.
sdbbhof.com.

Jammie (Coyle) Raba (Belle
Fourche 1996)

Raba was a productive point
guard for the Belle Fourche
Broncs. A 5-foot-7 guard, Raba
powered the Broncs to the 1995
Class A state championship,

their only title in school his-
tory. Raba tossed in a Class A
championship record 37 points
in the championship win over
Howard. Raba was a three-time
all-conference and three-time
all-stater for Belle Fourche.
Raba averaged 28 points, 6.2
steals, 5 rebounds and 2.25
assists per game during her se-
nior campaign. Raba, who was
named the 1995 South Dakota
Miss Basketball, scored 1,649
career points in high school.
Raba later starred at Northern
State University, where she
was a three-time all-conference
player and an All-American.
Raba started 112 of 115 games
and scored 1,856 career points.

Jim Thompson
National Cowboy
Hall of Fame Nominee

Jim Thompson and wife Sherry
share 5 children, 19 grandchil-
dren and 14 great grandchil-
dren, the most important thing
in their life.

Jim has also been selected
to: Casey Tibbs Rodeo Hall of
Fame in South Dakota. North
Dakota Cowboy Hall of Fame.
Black Hills Stock Show Hall
of Fame. South Dakota Sports
Hall of Fame and South Dakota
Broadcasters Hall of Fame.

As a lifetime PRCA announc-
er Jim was chosen as the Justin
Committeeman of the year for
his work with the Deke Latham
rodeo in Kaycee, Wyoming in
2008.

He was selected to announce
at almost every Finals type
rodeo in the sport in his career
including 7 times at the Nation-
al Circuit Finals Steer Roping
in Torrington, Wyoming.. 30
times at the Don King Days
steer roping in Big Horn Wyo-
ming, 15 times at the National
High School Finals and over
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3 decades at the Days of 76 in
Deadwood, SD. In fact rodeos
that he has announced have won
the PRCA Rodeo of the year 28
times.

Aside from rodeo Jim has
been the President of the South
Dakota Broadcasters, twice
elected as State Senator in South
Dakota and currently serves as a
member of the Sturgis, SD City
Council.

He and his wife are members
of the Black Hills Cowboy
Church near Aladdin, Wyoming.

Clay Anderson Inducted into
the SDIAAA Hall of Fame

Clay Anderson was recent-
ly inducted into the South
Dakota Interscholastic Athletic
Administrators Association
Hall of Fame. The SDIAAA
is dedicated to all the men and
women who, through their
efforts, have made inter-
scholastic athletics a positive
experience for student-athletes.
Their work has brought honor
to themselves, their school,
community and the SDIAAA.

Clay is a veteran educator
with a 35-year career in K-12
education, marked by dedi-
cation to teaching, coaching,
and athletic administration.

A 1978 graduate of Mcln-
tosh High School, he earned
his Bachelor of Science in
Education from Northern
State University and began his
career teaching and coaching
numerous sports in McIntosh.

In the fall of 1992, Clay
and his family moved to Belle
Fourche as he took on the role
of Activities Director for the
Belle Fourche School District.
During this time, he continued
his professional growth by
earning NIAAA Certified Ath-
letic Administrator status and a
master’s degree in educational
administration.

Anderson contributed to
many professional organiza-
tions during his career, serving
on the SDHSAA Board of
Directors, including Chairman,

and held leadership roles with-
in the SDIAAA and NIAAA,
including SDIAAA President
and Region 8 Representative.
His contributions have
earned numerous honors,
including multiple Region
Athletic Director of the Year
awards, the SDHSAA Distin-
guished Service Award, the
NIAAA State Award of Merit,
the Athletic Director of the
Year, the Steve Berseth Pro-
fessional Development Award,
and induction into the Belle
Fourche High School Hall of

Fame.

Clay worked 26 years as
Activities Director for the
Belle Fourche School Dis-
trict retiring in 2019. He was
supported in this role by his
wife Melanie, also an educator
for the Belle Fourche School
District, who contributed 33
years and recently retired in
May of 2025.

Clay resides in Belle
Fourche and enjoys spending
time with his family, golfing,
fishing, doing yard work and
home improvement projects.
And you may still see Clay in
the Belle Fourche High School
gymnasium operating the shot
clock for boys and girls bas-
ketball games. Congrats Clay!
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SPOIL YOUR MOM
WITH SOMETHING AS
BEAUTIFUL AS SHE IS!
THIS Sunday! May 10*"

A Piace of Peace and
Remembrance
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Kline Funeral Chapel

b05-892-3964
email; klinefuneralchepel@irushmore.com
website: kfinefuneralchapel com

Mo=t of us intend on “geiting around to it someday.”
but that someday never comes and we leave our
famiby wondering whether or not they did the right

thing. it doesn'i have to be like thai. it's not pleasant
to be reminded of our own moriality; we can laugh,
cry, or do a little of both. Regandiess of how we prefer
to deal with the big questions of life, it always works
out for the best when we face things head on,
ezpecially in regard to such a sensitive izsue.

Taking the time to make advanced funeral or crema-
tion planning is a caring and responsible thing to do.
Planning mow, while we have the time to consider
every option, can remove significant amount of the
emotional and financial stress that every family must
eventually face.

Kline Funeral Chapel offers an array of Burial and
Cremation Pachkages o suit any boudget.
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(800) 456 0514

blackhillsmonument@midconetwork.com
19274 US Hwy 85 ¢ Belle Fourche, SD

www.bhmonument.com

Pastor’s Perspective

This Perspective is from Jean Helmer archives

“A Monastic Month”

I spent a month this summer as a
Benetvision writer-in-residence at
a Pennsylvania’s Erie Monastery.

I returned with much writing and
research completed, with a clearer
understand-ing of monastic life, and
with new insights into what it means
to “pray without ceasing.”

Yes, I lived in a monastery. “Mon-
astery” comes from a Greek term
meaning “to live alone.” Monasteries
are the residences of men or women
who are dedicated to a life of prayer
and who are set apart from the world. They only
leave the monastery for a special reason.

While I stayed in a cell—think small, single-oc-
cu-pancy dorm room. I was given an office and
access to their well-stocked library. I was invited
but not required to keep praise times with them.

Following Benedict’s Rule, the monastics keep
a structured schedule for daily activities. While
break-fast was more of a mood than a schedule
(served from 6-9 am), Morning Praise was at 6:30
sharp. Each service began with a reading followed
by responsive intoning of psalms. Psalm 50:17
states, “God open my lips and my mouth shall
proclaim your praise.”

In her commentary on Benedict’s Rule, Judith
Sutera explains, “Silence is kept until after Morn-
ing Praise when our lips are first opened for wor-
ship. These words break the night silence and they
recognize that every word and action of the day is
an act of God and a gift from God. The prayer is
reciprocal. If God wills to open our lips for a new
day, then they should be used to sing God’s praise,
proclaimed in everything we do thereafter.” Speak-
ing was saved for after morn-ing prayer. Breakfast
conversation was abbreviated as everyone moved
to begin their daily ora et labora—Ia-bor and
prayer. Visiting was for after dinner.

For Benedictines, labor and prayer are con-

joined. While the work of God begins
in the chapel, it extends beyond the
chapel doors into every action of daily
life. Monastics pray while working. At
first, I imagined them reciting psalms
as they worked. I thought of prayer as
talking to God, i.e. petitioning God to
take action, thanking God for those
actions. However, there is another side
to prayer—the listening side.

Scriptures emphasize obedience to
God. When I learned the Latin root of
“obedience,” to listen, the directive took on new
depths. For the monastics, to be obedient requires
them to become still enough to be aware of God’s
presence. It takes this quietness in order to hear
God with the ears of our hearts. In Benedict’s
words, “Listen carefully to my instruc-tions and
attend to them. The labor of obedience will bring
you back to God from whom you had drifted
through the sloth of disobedience [through failing
to listen].”

As a hallway sign reminded, “Silence is a gift
we give one another.” We were silent but not mute.
We did not engage in idle conversations that were
mere distractions from our work. I learned to
unclutter my inner oratory—place of thoughts and
feelings—to discard all “monkey brain” items and
remain in only the present tense focused on the
task before me with ears tuned to God’s presence.

It brought to mind 2 Timothy 1:7 “For God has
not given us a spirit of timidity, but of power, and
of love, and of self-discipline.” Timidity goes
beyond shyness. Timidity is the vice of being cow-
ardly and not living up to one’s full potential. I am
learning to set aside timidity and to practice the
self-discipline of being aware of God’s constant
presence. In that, may my work be united with
God’s great work so I may fulfill the purpose He
has given me. Amen.

James 1:17
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, and move-in ready! Convenient

ranch-style layoutswith approximately 4,000
square ft. of living spage. Master suite with a

ﬁ ¥ Renee Bisgaard Broker/Owner
605-641-9242

walk-in closet. Soundprodf.office perfect for
music, work, or studying! Q\_/

1911 N. Main Street
Spearfish, SD 57783
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From A1 Coffee w/ Cops

decisions concerning the new
police station.

Cherveny let everyone
know that the estimated date
of completion for the new
police department was the
end of November 2026 to the
beginning of December 2026.
The building is on track to
open as planned.

When asked what the long-
term goal for the new building
was, Cherveny explained,
“Long-term goal for the facility
is sustainability. Essentially
in 80 years from now—100
years from now—the building
is still running... It’s not going
to be maxed out like our last
building.” He said the power
was overexerted, the office
space was too small, there was
no place for evidence storage,
and all of the problems with
the old space can now be
remedied for the next 100 years
in the new space.

LaFayette spent time
explaining what taxes go to
running the city and told the
room that there is no grant
money available to pay for
this type of bond used to
build the Police Station. But
that they will be looking for
grants for items going into the
building. He explained, “We
are actively applying for grants
to pay for some of the things
with the new building, i.e., the
security system and some of
the equipment that they’ll get
in there.”

The police chief informed
the audience that there would
be protection for the vehicles
in the new space. In past hail
storms, all of the vehicles but
two were totaled and it cost the
city $300,000 in damages.

Cherveny explained the
current staffing situation:
“There are 16 certified officers
right now—15 with hiring one
to replace one. There are 19
staff total... so that’s where
we’re at now. In the future, we
should be (able to hold) up to
50 officers in that building.”

LaFayette informed
everyone that he can be found
at City Hall and his door is
always open if they have
any questions. “I’m happy to
answer anything, just come in,
let’s get the right information.
That’s what I want, I want
transparency. [ want to put the
best answers forward,” he said.

Mayor Randy Schmidt
thanked the Belle Silver Lining
Senior Center for hosting
the event. “Any way that the
city can get out information
is great. So our information
comes out during our meetings
and they’re all open to the
public...this is a great event
and thank you guys for hosting
us, we really appreciate that.
Thank you,” he said.

An audience member takes the opportunity to ask questions of
Police Chief Ryan Cherveny about the new pollce statlon

Wed. May 6, 2026
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Stress-free dental care
with IV sedation

Designed for your comfort every
step of the way

605-892-6347

CIockmse from Top Left: PoI|ce Chlef Ryan Cherveny and City Adm|n|strator Jason LaFayette answer questions from the communlty,
Mayor Randy Schmidt thanks everyone for coming to the event, along with Belle Silver Linings Board President Marilyn Huston-En-
gle Attendees spend time V|S|t|ng after the Coffee with a Cop and City Administrator program. Longbrake photos
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BELLE FOURCHE—Amer-
ican Family Insurance was
officially welcomed to the
community during a May 1
ribbon cutting ceremony host-
ed by the Chamber of Com-
merce. Owner Hunter Terhark
cut the ribbon.

Terhark opened the insur-
ance agency a year ago and
has been busy building the
business for this past year.
After successfully reaching
the one-year mark, he is ready
to look toward the future.
“God has blessed me, it’s been
wonderful. I used to be like,
okay, I’'m working for this guy
and I have this hourly wage, 1
get paid every two weeks, and
now it’s like whatever I do—
the harder I work, the better it
is,” he explained.

Terhark moved to the area
from Mankato, Minnesota.

“I went to school at SDSU.
Once I got to South Dakota,

I couldn’t leave. I decided to
stick around,” he said. “Ac-
tually, I had a buddy I went

to college with who bought a
house out here... it happened
to just kind of work out where
I had a job and a place to stay,
and it just kind of grew from
there—my love for the Black
Hills.”

Starting out with a job at
the police department, Terhark
then worked for American
Family Insurance for a couple
of years in Spearfish. “Last
year they offered me a spot to
make my own, in the town that

Insurance

Chamber Hosts Ribbon Cutting for American Family

Hunter Terhark cuts the ribbon to officially welcome him and his business, American Family Insurance, to the Belle Fourche community. He is
flanked by insurance agent Codee Lyons on his right and his wife, Marissa, on his left. Longbrake photo

I live in, so I decided to take it
and run with it,” he explained.
And he couldn’t be happier!
“I absolutely love it! I mean,
moving out here from corn-
fields as far as the eye can see,
and now there’s scenery with
some structure to it, but it still
has that good small-town feel
that I grew up with,” he said.
Last September, Terhark
married his wife, Marissa,
and they have a baby on the

way. He now is looking for
opportunities to set his roots
and grow from here. “Well, I
am thinking about buying the
building eventually, hopefully
to expand, to get it bigger, and
then take that and use that to get
more involved,” he explained.
“We’re very involved with
donations and fundraisers and I
was just elected as treasurer for
Purple Pride, so we’re doing that
as well. I’ve been on that board

for about a year now. I look
forward to getting involved in
the community and just trying
to find new ways to help out.”
There is currently one other
fully licensed insurance agent
working with him, Codee
Lyons. Terhark hopes to add
more agents as time goes on.
“I need more space to get
more people so as we grow,
I might have to either bust a
wall out and go down more, or

go up.”

For now, Terhark wants every-
one to know how thankful he is for
the support he has received so far.
“I really appreciate you guys all
coming out and for being a part of
all this,” he said.

You can find the American
Family Insurance agency at 418
Railroad Street in the downtown
area of Belle Fourche.
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Broncs Set New Records at Howard Wood Dakota Relays Meet

Kandi Tonsager
news@bellefourchebeacon.com

The high school track and
field team had a select few
athletes qualify for the presti-
gious Howard Wood Dakota
Relays meet hosted in Sioux
Falls on May 1st and 2nd. This
year’s qualifiers were Gabe
Raba in discus, Gavin Pearson
in 400 meter run, and the boys
4x400 team of Gavin Pearson
, Caeyn Howard , Griffen
Biehl , and Slater Humbracht.
For the Lady Broncs, Mya
Nowowiejski qualified in
the 400 meter run, Ansley
O’Brien in the 100 meter
hurdles and high jump, Rhys
Pearson in the 1600 meter run
and 3200 meter run and the
girls 4x100 and 4x200 meter
team of Jazlyn Olson , Ansley
O’Brien , Mikka Dunavant ,
and Mya Nowowiejski, and
the sprint medley team of Jaz-
lyn Olson , Mikka Dunavant,
Mya Nowowigjski , and Rhys
Pearson.

All of the Bronc athletes
made their mark at the meet,
many coming home with new
spots on leaderboards. Gavin
Pearson ran a season best in
the 400 meter with a time
of 51.58, “placing him 17th
overall against some of the
best sprinters in three or four
states,” says Coach Wattier.
He is currently number 7 in
South Dakota Class A. Rhys
Pearson made an incredible
accomplishment earning a
new school record in the girls
3200m run with a time of
11:17.14. This moves her into
first place in school history!
Ansley O’Brien ran a personal
best in the 100m Hurdles with
a time of 15.88. This puts her
in the top 10 in South Dakota
Class A. Our girls Medley
team of Jaz Olson, Mikka
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Left: Rhys Pearson with her 3200 meter run medal. Right: Gabe Raba throWs for the Broncs. Toﬁéager photo

Dunavant, Mya Nowowiejski,
and Rhys Pearson placed 6th
in the Sprint Medley, this was
a season best, just missing the
school record by about half

a second and moved them to
third all-time in Belle Fourche
history. The girls 4x100m Relay
of Jaz Olson, Ansley O’Brien,
Mikka Dunavant, and Mya
Nowowiejski placed 6th, only
losing to one other team from
South Dakota.

The high school track and
field team has a JV meet in St-
urgis on the 5th, the Black Hills
Classic in Sturgis on May 9th
at 9am, and three more meets in
the upcoming weeks.

|

Above: Gavin Pearson, 400 meter dash. Below: Girls

Sprint Medley Relay Team of Jaz Olson, Rhys Pearson,

Mikka Dunavant & Mya Nowowiejski. Tonsager photos
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Above: Boys 4x400 Relay Team of Gavin Pearson, Griffin Biehl, Slater Humbracht,
Caeyn Howard. Below: Rhys Pearson distance races. Tonsager photos

Bronc Distance Runners Participate In
Earth Day

On April 22 the Belle Fourche
High School track and field
team’s distance runners in-
corporated Earth Day cleanup
efforts into their distance running
practice. For their 5th year in a
row they selected areas of need
around town to pick up trash on
Earth Day, a tradition they are
proud to keep.

Coach Brit Clarkson states,
“I am really proud of this team
and their willingness to help

always ask if we are planning to
do it again next year”.

The crew of 10 distance
runners cleaned up along Hay
Creek by the dog park, around
Hermann Park, around the field
by the Moose Lodge and even .
picked up a Conoco sign that had
shattered into many pieces on the §
north side of town.

IM-SERIES PLASTIC SEPTIC TANKS

A revolutionary improvement in plastic tank design, offering
exceptional strength comparable to concrete tanks.

Suitable for use as septic tanks, pump/trash tanks, cisterns
or rainwater (non-potable) storage/harvesting tanks.

WELLS

500, 1000, 1500 * 1 or 2 compartment stock

1700 5™ AVENUE | BELLE FOURCHE, SD | 605-892-2613
MONDAY - FRIDAY 8AM - 5PM | SATURDAY 8AM - 12PM | CLOSED SUNDAY

SUPPLY
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\ Middle School Track Competes in Sturgis

Kandi Tonsager
news@bellefourchebeacon.com

Sturgis Williams Middle
School hosted a make-up quad
meet Wednesday in April, with
teams competing from Belle
Fourche, Sturgis Williams,
Stagebarn, and Lead-Dead-
wood. The meet had a limited
number of events, featuring
hurdles, relays, and field
events.

Top results in the 100-meter
hurdles were: 7th grade boys—
Blake Willert took 5th, and
Jackson Reeves took 9th; 7th
grade girls—Bryn Coyle took
4th, Ruth Moore took 5th, and
Hope Willert took 12th. For the
8th grade girls, Lux Kirstine
took 5th, Kimber Mez took
11th, Elise Roberts took 12th,
and Adeline Humbracht took
13th.

In the 4x100 relay, the 7th
grade boys’ team of Parker
Martin, Grady Martin, Gun-
ner Walding, and Kellen
Williams took 1st place. The
team of Eli Woxland, Jack-
son Reeves, Bayzen Curtis,
and Caleb Cherveny took 8th
place, and the team of Dale
Humbracht, Erik Randolph,
Braxton Patterson, and William
Collins took 12th. For the 8th
grade boys, the team of Elijah
Beatson, Devyn Perschbacher,
Cole Mailloux, and Bradly
Dreiske took 1st place, and the
team of Cade Pearson, Max
Coyle, Oaklee Atkins, and
Zane Baker took 6th place.
For the 7th grade girls, the
team of Kamyrn VanSickle,
Gracie Hodge, Carli Knuteson,
and Brynlee Barrera took 4th
place, and the team of Britta
Hagen, Aspyn McKinney,
Rainley Roseland, and Talia
Thompson took 6th place. For
the 8th grade girls, the team of
Irie McQueen, Berklee Nore,
Kylie Bidwell, and Grace Long
took 1st place; the team of Lux
Kirstine, Gracelynn Gaffoglio,
Skylar Randolph, and Lochlin
Tibbs took 2nd place; and the
team of Adeline Humbracht,
Ember Olson, Elise Roberts,
and Natalie Lei took 7th place.

In the 4x200-meter relay,
the 7th grade boys’ team of
Sawyer Stone, Blake Willert,
Braxton Patterson, and William
Collins took 5th place. For
the 8th grade boys, the team
of Zane Baker, Jacob Tonsag-
er, Kasen Lang, and Devyn
Perschbacher took 4th place.
For the 7th grade girls, the
team of Brynlee Barrera, Bryn
Coyle, Kamyrn VanSickle, and
Paisley Featherston took 7th
place, and the team of Morgan
Wainman, Ainsley Schmeltzer,
Emma Schulze, and Malaya
Rodriguez took 8th place.

For the 8th grade girls, the
team of Adeline Humbracht,
Kimber Mez, Lochlin Tibbs,

(AL) Kamryn VanSickle in relay. (AC) Kylie Bidwell & Grace Long warm up after the race. (AR)
((BL) Cade Pearson competes in Discus. (BC) Parker Martin, Kellen Williams & Grady Martin ready for relay. (BR) Skylar Randolph finishes 1st in her heat.
Tonsager photos
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and Skylar Randolph took 2nd
place, and the team of Aubyn
Hartman, Piper Curran, Isabela
Torberson, and Layla Drieling
took 5th place.

In the sprint medley 800-me-
ter relay, the 7th grade boys’
team of Jackson Reeves, Eli
Woxland, Blake Willert, and
Sawyer Stone took 3rd place,
and the team of Erik Randolph,
Dale Humbracht, Bayzen Cur-
tis, and Caleb Cherveny took
Sth place. There were no 8th
grade boys’ teams in this race.
For the 7th grade girls, the team
of Ruth Moore, Jacey Nash,
Kaezlynn Jones, and Madalynn
Rhoads took 7th place; the
team of Carli Knuteson, Aspyn
McKinney, Rainley Roseland,
and Ivy Roberts took 8th place;
the team of all 6th grade girls—
Gracie Hodge, Emma Schulze,
Kyra Kerr, and Britta Hagen—
took 9th place; and the team
of Amelia Strickland, Talia
Thompson, Hope Willert, and
Morgan Wainman took 10th
place. For the 8th grade girls,
the team of Lochlin Tibbs, Irie
McQueen, Chloe Schulze, and
Natalie Lei took 2nd place.

In the sprint medley
1600-meter relay, the 7th grade
boys’ team of Austin Ramirez,
Nathaniel Boicourt, Keaton
Davis, and Maddox Clarkson
took 2nd place. The 6th grade
girls’ team of Kyra Kerr, Ivy
Roberts, Ainsley Schmeltzer,
and Kaezlynn Jones took 7th
place, and the 8th grade girls’
team of Aubyn Hartman, Layla
Drieling, Piper Curran, and Isa-
bela Torberson took 3rd place.

The Sturgis quad also ran a
couple of mixed relay events
featuring two boys and two
girls for each team. In the
mixed 4x400 relay, the 7th
grade team of Parker Martin,
Emersyn Carmichael, Adilynn
Burke, and Kellen Williams
took 1st place; the team of
Roman Randolph, Natalie
Cvach, Charlie Huston, and
Austin Ramirez took 5th place;
the 8th grade team of Cole
Mailloux, Skylar Randolph,
Berklee Nore, and Blaine Moke
took Ist place; and the team of
Ben Raba, Grace Long, Kylie
Bidwell, and Bradly Dreiske
took 2nd place.

In the field events, in shot
put, 7th grader Samson Cronk
took 10th place. For the 8th
grade boys, Ben Raba took 2nd
place, Jacob Nash took 10th
place, and Jacob Tonsager took
17th place. For the 7th grade
girls, Malaya Rodriguez took
7th place, Amelia Strickland
took 11th place, and Paisley
Featherston took 14th place.
For the 8th grade girls, Charlie
Merjil took 4th place. In discus,
for the 7th grade boys, Samson
Cronk took 18th place. For the
8th grade boys, Ben Raba took
2nd place, Kasen Lang took Sth

place, Oaklee Atkins took 10th
place, Jacob Nash took 14th
place, Cade Pearson took 18th
place, and Jacob Tonsager took
20th place. In girls discus, for
the 7th graders, Amelia Strick-
land took 11th place, Malaya
Rodriguez took 14th place,
Natalie Cvach took 15th place,
and Paisley Featherston took
16th place. For the 8th grade
girls, Charlie Merjil took 4th
place, and Layla Drieling took
Sth place.

In high jump, for the 7th grade
boys, Maddox Clarkson took
2nd place. For the 8th grade
boys, Zane Baker took 2nd
place, Elijah Beatson took 3rd
place, and Max Coyle took 6th
place. For the 7th grade girls,
Charlie Huston and Emerson
Carmichael took 3rd place. For
the 8th grade girls, Berklee Nore
took 1st place, and Gracelynn
Goffoglio took 2nd place.

In long jump, for the 7th grade
boys, Gunner Walding took 9th
place, Roman Randolph took
11th place, Maddox Clarkson
took 15th place, Parker Martin
took 16th place, and Grady
Martin took 19th place. For the
8th grade boys, Blaine Moke
took 4th place, and Max Coyle
took 6th place. For the 7th grade
girls, Emerson Carmichael took
2nd place, Adilynn Burke took
5th place, Charlie Huston took
6th place, and Jacey Nash took
16th place. For the 8th grade
girls, Berklee Nore took 2nd
place, Grace Long took 3rd
place, Irie McQueen took 6th
place, Ember Olson took 7th
place, and Chloe Shulze took
10th place.

In triple jump, for the 8th
grade boys, Elijah Beatson took
2nd place, Cole Mailloux took
5th place, and Max Coyle took
6th place. For the 8th grade
girls, Chloe Shulze took 4th
place.

On Saturday, May 2nd, the
Bronc middle schoolers traveled
back to Sturgis for the annual
Jeff Smit Invitational. This is
a large invitational with a full
roster, including 21 area teams.
Top results for the Bronc boys
were: 7th grader Kellen Wil-
liams took 3rd in the 100-meter
dash; 7th grader Austin Ramirez
took Sth place and 8th grader
Devyn Perschbacher took 10th
place in the 200-meter dash;
7th grader Maddox Clarkson
took 3rd and 8th grader Brad-
ley Dreiski took 3rd in the
800-meter run; and 7th grader
Keaton Davis took 6th place in
the 1600-meter run. In the boys
4x100-meter relay, the 7th grade
team of Austin Ramirez, Roman
Randolph, Gunner Walding,
and Kellen Williams took 7th
place, and the 8th grade team of
Elijah Beatson, Cole Mailloux,
Devyn Perschbacher, and Bradly
Dreiske took 6th place. In the
4x200-meter relay, the 7th grade
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Charlie Huston jumps. Tonsanger photo

team of Austin Ramirez, Kellen
Williams, Eli Woxland, and Ro-
man Randolph took 7th place.
In field events, 8th grader Ben
Raba took 4th place in shot

put and 2nd place in discus.
Maddox Clarkson placed 3rd in
high jump. Max Coyle placed
4th in high jump, 8th in long
jump, and 10th in triple jump.
Elijah Beatson took 8th in high
jump and 5th in triple jump.
Blaine Moke took 9th in long
jump, Zane Baker took 8th in
high jump, and Cole Mailloux
took 8th in triple jump.

Top results for the Bronc
girls were: 7th grader Em-
erson Carmichael took 5th
in the 400-meter dash; Au-
byn Hartman took 8th in the
800-meter run and 4th in the
1600-meter run; Gracie Hodge
took 10th in the 800-meter run;
and Bryn Coyle took 7th place
in the 200-meter hurdles. In
the 4x100-meter relay, the 7th
grade team of Charlie Huston,
Natalie Cvach, Adilynn Burke,
and Emersyn Carmichael
took 8th place. In field events,
Charlie Huston took 8th in high

jump, and Emerson Carmichael
took 8th in long jump. For the
8th grade girls, Skylar Randolph
took 10th in the 100-meter run;
Berklee Nore took 2nd place and
Grace Long took 9th place in the
200-meter dash; Layla Drieling
took 4th in the 800-meter run
and 8th in the 1600-meter run;
and Lochlin Tibbs took 8th in
the 200-meter hurdles. In the
4x100-meter relay, the team
of Grace Long, Kylie Bidwell,
Irie McQueen, and Berklee
Nore took 3rd place. The sprint
medley team of Gracelynn
Gaffoglio, Lux Kirstine, Ember
Olson, and Skylar Randolph
took 5Sth place. In field events,
Charlie Merjil placed 9th in
discus. Berklee Nore placed 1st,
and Gracelynn Gaffagio took 9th
in high jump. Berklee Nore took
Ist, and Grace Long took 8th in
long jump.

The Bronc middle school-
ers have two meets left on the
schedule: in Gillette on May 5th,
and the Black Hills Conference
meet, hosted in Spearfish this
year, on Friday, May 8th.

Gracie Hodge takes off in r

elay.
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Early Lines Form for Low-
Cost Rabies Clinic

Robbi Longbrake

news@bellefourchebeacon.com
BELLE FOURCHE—The
Belle Fourche Veterinarian
Clinic and the City of Belle
Fourche teamed up to offer
low-cost rabies shots for
cats and dogs in the area on
Saturday, May 2. The event
didn’t start until 8 a.m., but
excited animals and their
owners began lining up at
6:30 a.m. to make sure they
got in on the low-cost rabies
shot. The city was also
offering dog licenses for free
during the event.

In addition to Belle
Fourche residents, people
traveled from Rapid City,
Spearfish, Sturgis, Black
Hawk, Deadwood, Lead, Hot
Springs and even Sundance,
Wyoming, to take advantage
of the $10 per pet charge for
each rabies shot.

The charge for the shot
is as low as possible for
the occasion. “The amount
changed a little bit just
because they’re doing a
donation to Hobo’s Healing
Heart,” explained Animal
Control Officer Clint Haffner.
“It covers the cost of the
actual vaccine. I think the
vaccine number was $8 for
the vaccine, and I think $2 for
the donation. The vet clinic
actually makes nothing.”

The Belle Fourche Vet
Clinic had two stations set up
inside the clinic, with a vet
positioned at each one. Each
vet also had a tech helping
them to hold the animals. The
long lines moved fairly fast.
“It is a community service. It
just gets some of these pets
in here that maybe wouldn’t
get the shot otherwise. It just
increases the safety for the
public,” shared Dr. William
Marlatt. “The shot does two
things: it protects the pet from
the virus itself, but it also
protects the public. Rabies
is not a curable disease. It is
99.9% fatal.”

Since Belle Fourche is in
an area with wildlife, there
will always be a chance for
rabies to spread. “It is not
going away as long as we
have wildlife out there, but
then you’ll have vaccinated
animals,” explained Dr.
Marlatt. “You decrease the
opportunity for it to spread to
domestic animals.”

If you happen to have a pet
that doesn’t have a rabies shot

and it bites someone, the
expenses could be costly.
“Typically, what would
happen is, first we will call
to find out if it does have

an up-to-date rabies shot.

If it doesn’t, then the dog’s
going to have to go through
a quarantine process of 10
days and be examined at
the beginning of that by

a veterinarian for normal
health signs and symptoms,
and then compare it to

the end at 10 days,” said
Haffner. “If there’s an injury
where somebody’s been bit
and they’ve got to go to the
ER, then the person that
owns the dog is responsible.
They’re responsible for all
the vet fees, the doctor’s
visit fees and the ER visit
fees. So typically, that can
run in the range of $3,000 to
$5,000.”

Keeping your pets
vaccinated against rabies is
a must-do for pet owners
that love their animals. “The
rabies vaccine is one of the
most effective vaccines we
have for anything in the
world,” said Dr. Marlatt.
“It’s really well studied, it’s
extremely well functional
and an extremely good
vaccine.”

The event could not
be put on without all of
the volunteers who come
together to help out. “It
is all the volunteers—this
wouldn’t be possible
without them. There are
some of the volunteers that
are inside and some working
outside, and honestly,
they are what makes this
happen,” said Haffner.
“Everybody has a different
little role. People are taking
their free time and giving it
to us.”

Volunteers this year
include Clint Haffner,
Animal Control Officer;
Patty Eszlinger, Who Let
the Dogs Out; Shannon
Stores, daycare provider;
Angie Vissia, Head Start;
Chuck Lawless, VFW;
Nikki Hoyme, United Way
and Monument Health;
Kasten Pedersen, United
Way; and Andrea Pedersen,
Monument Health and
United Way.

If you have any animal
issues or concerns, please
remember to call through
dispatch at 605-892-2737.

May 2026!

Wed. May 6, 2026
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The Clty of Belle Fourche offered free dog license tags durlng the low-cost rables clinic. (Left) Pets

It takes a lot of hardworking volunfeers to help put on the low-cost rabies"clinic..' Some of those vol-
unteers include, from left, Patty Eszlinger, Shannon Stores, Angie Vissia, Chuck Lawless, Nikki
Hoyme, Clint Haffner, Kasten Pedersen, Andrea Pedersen and Cooper (dog). Longbrake photo

line up to get their turn inside the Belle Fourche Veterinary Clinic. Longbrake photos
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ShOW Up by Belle LaVenue FJL?{

The Story of the Belle Fourche Theater Truffula Tree is Revealed! (\{g)/ '//V "

The BFHS THEATER DEPARTMENT & CARR COATINGS OF BELLE FOURCHE teamed up to create the set feature most talked
about in Seussical the Musical a week ago. I thought the audiences and members of our community would like to see how a Truftula
Tree that held a bird, an egg, and an elephant came to life for the show! Z

May 7, Thursday, BFMS Band Concert, BFRC Theater, 6:30 PM by selle Lavenue
May 10, Saturday, BFHS Graduation

May 12, Tuesday, BEFMS 6th ,7th ,8th grade Chorus Concert, BFRC Theater, 6:30 PM

May 25 & 26, Auditions for the BFACT Summer Production: Minnesela, a Comedy of Western Proportions

Maybe YOU know what SHOW is UP next? Share your fine arts tidbits and upcoming events at bellelavenue@gmail.com. I especially love the juicy back-
stage dish and green room gossip! Mark your calendars, friends, so you don’t forget to Show Up!

(L) The truffula tree skeleton was the creation of Kasey Dobesh, made in welding class with the help of Mr. Hartwell and Renee Norman.(C) Chad Carr of Carr
Coatings prepares to turn the frame into a fantastic truffula tree form; (R) Seussical director, Nathan Schreier, tests the strength of the undecorated truffula tree:
(Below L) Loaded up by Seussical director, Nathan Schreier, the frame was transported from BFHS to Carr Coatings by Terry Hoscheid; (BR) The truffula tree
looks very different as it leaves the creativity factory at Carr Coatings.
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(L) The truffula tree performed beautifully for three amazing performances on the Rec Center stage!; (R) . And rumor has it that the truffula tree lives on some-
where in Belle Fourche HS. Thank you Carr Coatings, the BFHS welders, & the theater artists!

—

Upcoming events,

for more information call: I.Fe ul‘Gh@

605-892-2676
May

7" - Candidate Forum 6Pm @ Grap’s

8t - 7:30AM Caramel rolls & Coffee @ Belle Silver
Lining, 9AM Bloom & Pie @ Posy Palace, 1PM
Farewell Party @ Library, 5PM PTO Carnival

9* - 8AM Flea Market @ Community Hall, 8:30AM
Men’s Prayer Breakfast @ Connection Church

- i

CONCERT SERIES

June 4 Stereo Trip
Happy Mother’s Day - May 10th Junell TYlEl’ BI"S ._
Junel8  Camp Comfort
Be sure to LIK_E and FC_)LLOW us on social media for all the _June: 25 Dﬂkﬂtﬂ cﬂur_ﬂr‘y
information or visit our website | JU'Y 2 Williums & Wright




Belle Fourche Bearon

Robbi Longbrake
news@bellefourchebeacon.com

BELLE FOURCHE—Pasque
Ladies Fashions celebrated its
second anniversary on May 2 in
downtown Belle Fourche. Two
years of serving the community
is not just a milestone, but a
reflection of trust earned and
lasting relationships built along
the way.

Co-owner of Pasque Ladies
Fashions Michelle Evans has
worked hard to build and foster
those bonds. “It’s been a long,
short two years,” she said.

Of course, building good
relationships with her custom-
ers is key to being successful.
One of the ways to do this is to
cater specifically to customer
needs. “T ask a lot of questions
when people come in—I meet
them and greet them, and then I
ask questions, is there some-
thing you’re looking for? Is
there something we can help
you find,” explained Evans.

“It is just figuring out who our
customers are and what to do to
bring them in.”

Evans is good at coming up
with creative ways to get folks
in the door. She has hosted pri-
vate fashion shows that show-
case new styles, allowing early
access to those, held Galentine’s
Day events, had a special fitting
event with representatives from
exclusive brands, and held spe-
cial craft projects in the store, to
name just a few.

Most recently, Evans and
longtime employee Pat Main
have started showcasing newly
released styles in the store with
a Facebook Live show called
Tuesdays at Two with Pat and
Michelle. “They are phenome-
nal! Tuesdays at Two with Pat
and Michelle, we talk about
all our new arrivals, and if we
don’t have anything new that
particular day, we just help
restyle some things—we show
you how you could wear the
shirt, or jeans, or accessories,”
shared Evans.

A lot of what Evans does

Beacon
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Pasque Ladies Fashions Marks Two Years in Downtown
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Celebrating two years in business, Pas

Belle Fourche

W

cookies and discounts for customers. Longbrake photo

with the store involves partner-
ing with other businesses on
State Street. Encouraging and
supporting other small busi-
nesses is important to her. One
such event is happening May 29
called Wine Up on State Street.
This will be the second year for
the event. Businesses on State
Street will be open late and in-
vite the community in for wine
tasting and pairing along with
shopping. There are 22 busi-
nesses signed up to participate
in that event.

Pasque Ladies Fashions takes
pride in its ability to partner
with fashion brands and bring in
exclusive fashions that cannot
be found elsewhere in the same
town. This is important because
customers who shop at Pasque
can have confidence knowing
that when they come here, they

will find something different.
“Exclusivity—the brands that
are in our store are for our
store, and they are zip code
protected,” said Evans.

Part of being a small busi-
ness owner is being able to
make changes as needed to
fit customer styles. “We are
finding our groove and finding
what our customers want, and
we’re bringing in younger
styles, because a lot of people
are like, it’d be nice to find
something here instead of go-
ing into Spearfish or Rapid,”
said Evans.

Customers can look forward
to a few fashion changes in the
near future. “We’ll definitely
be gearing up for younger
styles. I’'m actually looking at
fall right now for the youth,
for high schoolers and middle

e
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que Ladies Fashioé bner Michelle Evans marked the occasion with chocolate chip

schoolers,” Evans shared. “My
daughter’s going into high
school next year, and I don’t
want to spend $500 to $700 ev-
ery year for a prom dress. And
so just finding something that is
good quality and at a good price
is definitely available here.”

For those that rodeo or
anyone who likes the brand 7
For All Mankind jeans, new
longer lengths are available in
store. “Their pocket is iconic,
the Sevens pocket, and they are
great material. We have our first
shipment of 36-inch inseam
coming. We also have 32-inch
and 34-inch, and now we are
carrying the 36-inch,” explained
Evans.

The store will be stock-
ing exclusive Fourth of July
merchandise. “We will have a
big collection of T-shirts and
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just everything themed in red,
white, and blue. And we will
have a couple of shirts available
here, and then also at Cowboys
Too, that will be tailored to us,”
said Evans.

For the second year, Pasque
will be holding Fashion the Fits
styling event June 22 through
July 4. There will be over 100
pairs of jeans in a variety of
styles and fits for ladies to come
in and find which jean works
best for their bodies.

For a variety of communi-
ty-wide and storewide events,
keep an eye on the Pasque
Ladies Fashions Facebook
page. “Thank you to all of our
customers—new and existing
and future,” said Evans. “It’s
been fun. I really enjoy it.”

VFW Post 3312 Marks Day of Service

With Community Blood Drive

Above: JayCyn Ager gets instructions on what to do next after he gave blood ét the VFW Post
3312 Belle Fourche blood drive. Below: Blood donors prepare to give blood. Longbrake photos
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Robbi Longbrake
news@bellefourchebeacon.com

BELLE FOURCHE—If you
know anything about the hard-
working veterans that make up
VEFW Post 3312, you know they
are actively volunteering in a
variety of ways throughout the
year in Belle Fourche.

The VFW Day of Service was
May 1 and was just another way
for them to be involved in the
community. Blaine Anderson,
VFW, said, “We’re getting out
more and more and more. We
used to be so invisible, and
hopefully we’re fixing that too.
We do exist!”

VFW Day of Service gave
rise to the opportunity to give
back in a unique way. Giving
blood is the ultimate way to
save a life, and for the first time
ever, VFW Post 3312 decided
to use its Day of Service to host
a blood donation event.

On May 1, the event space
at Grap’s Burgers and Brews
was transformed into a blood
donation center. Vitalant Blood
Donation was in charge of the
event.

At the beginning of the
event, VFW Post 3312 set a
goal to reach 25 units in blood
donations. By 10 a.m., they
were well on their way to
reaching that goal. “Last time
she sent me the list, we were
at about 21 units already,”
explained Chuck Lawless,
VEW.

Service efforts at VFW
Post 3312 extend beyond the
Day of Service event. Be on
the lookout for the VFW Post
3312 appearance of the Buddy
Poppies. “The poppies will be
going out into the stores next
month,” shared Lawless. If you
see the poppies in the stores of
Belle Fourche, consider giving
a donation in exchange for a
poppy.-

The Buddy Poppy program
is the main source of funding

for VFW. The local VFW post
disperses 91 percent of the
collected donations to support
local programs.

The local VFW Post 3312
Belle Fourche donates in
the following ways: local
veterans in need; veterans war
memorials; Belle Fourche
Honor Guard; Cops for Kids;
Scholastic Books for Kids;
Voice of Democracy; Patriot
Pen; Pine Slope Cemetery
inclement weather shelter;
National Child Safety Program;
long-term care veterans
Christmas presents; Bronc
Bird Buster HS Trap Shoot
Club; BSA Troop 17 and
Troop 117; Cub Scout Pack
17; baseball teams; provides
U.S. and S.D. flags to public
buildings; presents S.D. flags
to BFHS graduates who enlist
in the military; collects U.S.
flags for retirement; BF Middle
School Veterans Day program;
Memorial Day program (shared
with American Legion every
other year); Memorial Day
Veterans Avenue of Flags at
Pine Slope Cemetery; and Belle
Fourche Special Olympics.

While the VFW Post
3312 continues to serve the
community in many ways, the
organization is also seeking
support of its own.

The local organization is
putting out a call for volunteers
to help with Honor Guard. “We
need seven, and you generally
have maybe 10 on the books,
and somebody’s always at
a doctor’s appointment,”
explained Anderson. “In the
guard, I know if I needed seven,
I needed to call 14 or 15 to get
seven.” At this time, there are
not enough veterans signed
up to field the seven needed to
perform funeral honors if others
happen to be busy. Reach out to
Belle Fourche VFW Post 3312
if you can help.
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ST. ONGE
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PHONES: 1-800-249-1995 « 605-642-2200 « FAX 605-642-7628

Our Internet Address: www.stongelivestock.com E-mail: stonge@rushmore.com

Justin Tupper ~ Cattle Yards Manager
605-680-0259
Brooke Tupper ~ Office Mgr. 605-642-2200
Doug Dietterle ~ Auctioneer 605-788-2963

Randy Searer ~ Auctioneer 406-480-1974
Tim Tetrault ~ Fieldman: 605-642-9792 «
605-641-0328
Ray Pepin ~ Fieldman: 605-892-5072

ﬂa/}y basiness on

owr word and a kandshake/

We appreciate your business. Call any one of us any time if you have stock to sell. We are glad to come to your ranch.

Tyler Escott ~ Fieldman: 406-853-5690
Scott Crowser ~ Fieldman: 605-645-2654
JL Driskill ~ Fieldman: 307-660-5422

ST. ONGE LIVESTOCK Now Broadcasts our Sales live on the internet at WWW.CATTLEUSA.COM

Due to technical difficulties we have experienced
with our computer system, please view the cattle
market report for Friday, May 1, 2026 on our
website at stongelivestock.com/market-reports

Friday, May 8, 2026
Pair & Feeder Cattle Special
10:00 AM — Weigh Ups
12:00 Noon — Feeder Cattle Followed By Pairs & Bred Cows
BT-Branding Time Shots PC-PreCondition Shots DF-Drug Free BV-Bangs Vaccinated NI- No Implants

Pairs
Clarys Ranch - 25 Blk Short Term Pairs
Chris Penner - 50 Blk Short Term Cows W/ Big Black Calves

Feeder Cattle
Brain Turbiville - 7 Fall Calves
Troy Johnson - 20 Blk Hfr — 700-750% - B, Pc, Bv

Plus More By Sale Time!

NEWELL SHEEP YARDS

May 7, 2026
Regular Sale
1:00 PM

Plus More By Sale Time!

Please Have Animals In By 10:00 AM
So They Can All Be Weighed Before The Sale!

Watch Our Sales Live On Cattleusa!

2026 SHEEP SALES
May 14th- Regular Sale - Selling All Classes Of Sheep & Goats
May 21st-Regular Sale - Selling All Classes Of Sheep & Goats
May 28th - Feeder Lamb Special - Seling All Classes Of Sheep & Goats

2026 CATTLE SALES
May 15th - Weigh Up Cow & Bull Special - Selling All Classes Of Cattle
May 22nd - Pair & Feeder Cattle Special - Selling All Classes Of Cattle
May 29th - Weigh Up Cow & Bull Special - Selling All Classes Of Cattle
June 5th - Weigh Up Cow & Bull Special - Selling All Classes Of Cattle
June 12th - Regular Sale - Selling All Classes Of Cattle
Saturday, June 20th - World Livestock Auctioneer Contest - Selling All Classes Of Cattle

World Livestock Auctioneer Championship (WLAC)
June 17-20, 2026

June 18 - 6:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. — St Onge Livestock BBQ

& Contestant Draw at Spur Creek Saloon & Ranch, Newell, SD
June 20 - 8:00 AM - WLAC Competition Selling
All Classes Of Cattle
Call or email for Sponsorship Opportunities
Dianna
St. Onge Livestock
605-423-6045, dpalmer@tsin-fre.com

2026 SPRING BULL SALE LIST
May 15th - Tumn-Out Bull Sale

St Onge Livestock has a receiving station for the Gillette Area every Thursday. It is on
Northern Drive in Gillette. Call Doug Miller at 307-660-0960 to let him know what is
commlg You can unload all day every ThursdaJ until 3 pm. You pay rece:vmg station
fee of $3 per head & $2.50/cwt for trucking. You can also call Justin Tupper at 605-680-

0259 & he can let them know your catfle are com|n% also.

THE BROADUS RECEIVING STATION IS TAKING CATTLE EVERY THURSDAY FOR OUR
SALES ON FRIDAY. You can dro 2your cattle off every Thursday by 3pm. You pay receiving
station fee of $3 per head & g 50/cwt for trucking. For more information, call Tyler

or Brandy Escott at 406-421-5579 or 406-951-1666 or Justin Tupper at 605-680-0259,

Attention to all sheep & goat producers: It is required that every male & female animal over the age of 12
months have a scrapies tag in place to sell. These tags can be obtained by the producer for FREE by
calling 1-866-873-2824. If they come to the sale bam without being tagged, you will be charged $4/hd

for our vet to do them. Please call us if you have any questions.

We are reps for

SUPERIOR LIVESTOCK AUCTION |§§E§
Video Auction Time is Coming up very, quickly - If you are (2 Meﬁo}fs

considering filming your Calves or Yearlings for Fall Delivery

Contact Us For Your Video Marketing Needs

NEWELL SHEEPR YARDS

611 S Dartmouth Ave
Newell, SD 57760
1-800-409-4149 - 605-456-2348
FAX: 605-456-2436
Barney Barnes Sheep Yards Fieldman : Gilbert Wood
Mgr. - 605-641-2333 605-456-2400

. 605-641-7100
Auctioneer: Casey Humble
605-490-9829 Fieldman : Dustin Vining
605-354-9966

Sheep Report - Thursday, April 30, 2026
2000 HD For Today's Sale
Lamb Market Was $$ Higher
Slaughter Ewes Sol $30 To $40 Higher

Next Sale - May 7, 2026 - Regular Sale - Selling All Classes Of Sheep & Goats - Start
Time 1:00 PM

Animals should be here by 10:00 am so they can be weighed before the sale
Thank you for your business!

BRED EWES - Sold by the Head
Hofeldt Livestock, Chinook MT.................eueeer 28.......3yr Xbred 178......... $335.00

Arledge Livestock Co LLC, Robert Lee TX.... 18....... S-BrK ..coccocoorcre 185........ $335.00
New Crop Lambs

Pitz Or Gnelle Dauwen, Tom, Faith SD.......... 200.....Lambs...........ccooe... 9......... $419.00
Garman, Trevor, Belle Fourche SD 31.......Lambs 4. $492.50
Garman, Trevor, Belle Fourche SD $437.50
Yoder, Leroy, Hulett WY $437.50

Philipsen, Gary, Vale SD
Hofeldt Livestock, Chinook MT..........ccoeeevvvv.es
Slaughter Ewes

Borchgrevink, Lisa, Hammond MT.................
CWT Sheep Co
Garman, Trevor, Belle Fourche SD.................
Garman, Trevor, Belle Fourche SD..............
Hofeldt Livestock, Chinook MT ..........ccccccee.....
Hofeldt Livestock, Chinook MT.................c.ewer
Hofeldt Livestock, Chinook MT..........ccccecee.....
Meike Ranch Inc, Kaycee WY .......cccooumurrrreees
Meike Ranch Inc, Kaycee WY .........ccccuwwwmennnns
Meike Ranch Inc, Kaycee WY ......cccoooueerrrreens
Wilkinson, Jim, Reva SD.........ccooovevvvvvvviiisenns
Slaughter Bucks
Cwt Sheep Co
Hofeldt Livestock, Chinook MT..........cccceevvevee.
Meike Ranch Inc, Kaycee WY ...
Weidenbach Ed, Broadus MT ............cccooeeeens

$155.00
$188.00

$217.00
$163.00
$170.00
$160.00

BLACK HILLS STATE IS
STRONGER BECAUSE OF IT.

IN 2020, BLACK HILLS STATE UNIVERSITY

WAS ON THE BRINK.

Due to pricr bad management, the impacts of COVID-19,

STRONG LEADERSHIP. SMART SOLUTIONS. STRONGER SOUTH DAKOTA.

__Stdte Senator

*RYAN MAHER

GRIT-GLORY

ORY

South Dakota Historical Society History Conference
June 1-3, 2026 - Fort Pierre, SD

DELIVERING RESULTS FOR STUDENTS,
TAXPAYERS & SOUTH DAKOTA

& N0 CASH RESERVES
@ DECLINING ENROLLMENT
@ UNSUSTAINABLE COSTS

WEATHER HAT CO.

Custom and Handcrafted Hats

EST. 1912

Jack Scholl

Craftsman

(605) 645 - 1654
519 Grant St. Belle Fourche

and refunding money back to students, BHSU was
projected to miss its monthly payroll.

SENATE BILL 55 DELIVERED REAL SOLUTIONS.
THE WORK GROUP’S RECOMMENDATIONS CREATED A TURNAROUND.

& UNCERTAIN FUTURE

%

DIST. 29 & STATE HOUSE

TUITION FROZEN ENROLLMENT REPEALED LAWS CONSOLIDATED FINANCIALLY 2
FOR 4 YEARS IS UP THAT COST MORE SERVICES STABLE AGAIN Please Vote June
Legislative action froze Affordability and THAN THEY SAVED Shared services across BHSU is no longer on

CONSERVATIVE. PROVEN. YOURS.

GaryCammackSD.com
§ GaryCammackSD

Outdated mandates
were repealed—saving
maney and reducing
unnecessary burdens.

7

confidence in BHSL's
future brought
students back.

the brink—it's on solid
financial footing with a
brighter future,

tuition, making college
more affordebile and
driving up enroliment.

universities improved
efficiencies and
reduced costs.

RESULTS THAT MATTER. %4 Lifelong Union Center rancher.

A FUTURE WORTH INVESTING IN.

Thanks to smart policy and strong leadership,
Black Hills State University is stable,
students are succeeding, and South Dakota
is building a stronger future.

. My A+ NRA Rating. 100% SD Right to Life.
Black Hills
L Umvemty (ej'l Successfully fought to lower Healthcare Costs.

[ Fought to keep YOUR tax dollars in YOUR pocket.
* . -1 (3 Y=T ) | (1] O —

RYAN MAHER

COMMON SENSE SOLUTIONS.

SOUTH DAKOTA STRONG. &! 12+ years fighting for District 29 values in Pierre.

Paid for by Gary Cammack for South Dakota House

COWBOYS T00!

FINE WESTERN WEAR
BELLE FOURCHE, 80 _

PEARSON
BLOCK
HOUS

VINTAGE AND MODERN

PEARSON
BLOCK

CANDY SHOP

HORSE
TACK

STATE STRET - BELLE FOURCHE -
PEARSONBLOCK.COM




$6,950" ¥S97900

Bl @ounly

11363 US Hwy 212 - Belle Fourche, SD 57717
605-892-2230

2017 KU BOTA MX5800HST

Very Clean & WeII-Aniainta;l'ined!
827 Hours

$27,000

PINE’S EDGE MINI BARNS LLC
i BB BS Design your own
E  WITH 3D

BUILDER!

f _ _'_i:‘«_. nin
FREE DELIVERY

#, 0LD HICKORY

L — BUILDINGS & SHEDS —

19060 US HWY 85
BELLE FOURCHE, SD

605-723-5952

Many Styles to Choode From

CLOSED TUESDAYS

AUER CONTRACTING LLC.
TAKING CARE OF PEOPLE SINCE 2020

Experienced in remodels, roofing, decks,
windows,siding, handyman projects,
hail/storm repair, local, and professional service.
We answer the calls when others don’t.

T.]. Swan
G053 T5-376T
B0 5-3T5-3 766 Fax
bra@sdplains.com

307 US Hwy BS
PO Box 513
Buffalo, 50D 57720

Livestock Vaccine & Vet Supplies
Bagged & Bulk Livestock Feed
Protein Supplement Tubs
Salt & Mineral
Horse Tack

IRRIGATION PRES

SPRINKLER SYSTEMS
FREE ESTIMATES @ AND LANDSCAPING
eSprinkler Systems

Fast, Friendly Servieel
g DOUGLAS PETRE "'

Installation &

Maintainence

elandscaping

*Retaining Walls “ DirtWorks@norcell.u

WENGER

Sales / Installation / Service / Residential / Commercial
Need a new door? Old door need repair? Call:

et ates 005-569-2397 gt

Black Hills Vision Care

. Keeping Your Future in Focus”

Opticians
Steve Jewett
December White

r605-892-2020
1830 5th Avenue Belle Fourche

Optometrist
Dr. Heidi Nash

(/A
FARM BUREAU
FINANCIAL SERVICES
Phil Kissack
Registered Represeniative

2111 5th Ave Belle Fourche, SD 57717
(605) 892-2120

%AKDTA HDME :
P RANCH

605.645.1314 - '
FWILSON@ DAKOTAT—]R LOM




ELLING ==

&ROSEI/AND
all, pC

Aaron W. Roseland
Attorney at Law
Licensed in SD and ND

Erin L. Melling
Attorney at Law
Licensed in SD, ND, and MT

Shawn D. Stinton, D.C.
Stinton Chiropractic Clinic, P.C.

“Consider chiropractic care first.”

517 Grant Street
Belle Fourche, SD 57717
(605) 892-4909

SEPTIC SYSTEMS - BASEMENTS - DUMP TRUCK

BENJAMIN CHENEY

605-569-6151
REBNATER

EXCAVATING 7ojob tao small!
REDWATEREXCAVATING@NORCELL.US

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED - FREE ESTIMATES!
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Lookmg Back in Beﬂe Sponsored by:

@ P:oneer Bank & Trust

700 State Street |

Belle Fourche

(605) 892-2536

Local.

Looking Back in Belle

from the Tri-State Museum.

These articles come from newpaper microfilm from the
Belle Fourche Public library, using a new microfilm reader and printer. The photographs are

Integrity Meats

Delivery Available
We can Meat your needs!

404 Industrial St Belle Fourche
(605) 892-6215

Light & Medium John M. Tracy

Towmg & Recouery 605.641.5194
Fax 605.723.0067

24 HOUR
Jump Starts
Roadside Assistance
Lockouts

L

.

Member SIPC

Edward Jones

Shannon L Rolando

1407 5th Avenue
Belle Fourche, SD 57717
Bus. 605-569-7979 Fax 855-221-2509
shannon.rolando@edwardjones.com
edwardjones.com/shannon-rolando

Warren Carpentry & Painting

Greg Warren

2121 Frannie Circle
Belle Fourche, SD 57717

(605) 830-1193

Licensed & Insured

100 years ago
Belle Fourche Bee
May 20, 1926

FAVORABLE
LEGISLATION FOR
PROJECT Reclamation
Relief Bill Has Passed
Both Houses and Senate,
Charges Off Million Dollars
A telegram received yesterday
by the Bee from Congressman
Williamson brings the glad
tidings that the reclamation
relief bill for the Belle Fourche
project had passed both the
house and senate. The telegram
says, “Reclamation relief bill
has passed house and senate.
Charges off on Belle Fourche
project over one million dollars.
Supplemental contract expressly
validated.” This means that
almost a half million dollars
of construction errors, and
non-irrigable lands, and over a
half million dollars additional
on lands that are unproductive
on account of seepage and
other causes, the total amount
being over one million dollars.
However, should these lands
listed as unproductive be
later reclaimed and become
productive, the construction
charges will again attach to the
lands. Secretary Buchholz of the
Water Users, Secretary Bronson
of the Commercial Club of
Belle Fourche, Secretary Myers
of this state and George Wright
of Huron spent several weeks
in Washington in February
working on this legislation.

Business Around the State:
Camp Crook George Bonefield
was in recently and we took
occasion to get first-hand
information about that fossil
he recently unearthed near his
ranch. He had a letter from the
director of the state museum
at Vermillion stating that a
crew from that institution will
probably be out here in June
to make excavations, and that
work will likely require two
years’ time. It is estimated that
the mammoth expected to be
recovered weighs approximately
thirty-five tons and will make
a displacement equal to a fair-
sized room.

MEMORIAL DAY This
year Memorial Day falls on
Sunday. As usual the Legion
will have charge of the services
which will be held at the Legion
hall, starting at 10 o’clock,
and all the denominations in
town will participate. Efforts
are being made to secure a
prominent speaker. After the
service at the Legion hall, there
will be a parade to the court
house, where waiting cars will
take all to the cemetery for a

short service and decorating of
the graves, which will complete
the service.

75 years ago
Belle Fourche Bee
May 17, 1951
Roth Is Picking Up Round-
Up Brahman Buckers in
Texas Harley Roth, owner of
the Ox-Yoke rodeo ranch near
Tilford, is now in Texas to
arrange shipment of the Brahma
bulls which will be used in the
Black Hills Round-Up here
July 3-5, Secretary Joe Koller
said yesterday. Last winter Roth
attended a bucking bull sale at
the Kinsley ranch near Houston,
and managed to outbid several
southern rodeo stockmen for 15
of the “best-by-test” brahmas
at the sale, Kollar said. At the
meeting of the Round-Up com-
mittee Monday night tentative
plans were made to stretch a
mesh wire fence between the
chutes and the track railing to
confine the bulls to a smaller
area for the bull fighters. It will
be the first year the bull-fighting
has been made one of the main
Round-Up attractions.
Hardtop on 30 Miles US 212 Is
Contracted Thirty miles of bi-
tuminous surfacing on US High-
way 212 from Mud Butte to
east Maurine in Meade county,
will be completed this summer
under bids accepted by the state
highway commission last week.
Including both base course
and bituminous surfacing, the
project calls for 14 miles of the
new construction from Mud
Butte to Maurine and 16.5 miles
of bituminous surfacing from
Maurine east. The bids were
part of a total of $1,649,252 on
110 miles of state and county
highway construction.
Enters 1st BEE Any person
hoping to win the merchandise
prize being awarded by this
newspaper in connection with
the coming Sixtieth Anniversa-
ry celebration will have to dig
deep into the archives. Already
submitted by Homer T. Couch is
a quite-well preserved copy of
the first issue of The Bee, pub-
lished on May 27, 1891 as the
first newspaper in the then new
town of Belle Fourche. Couch,
who with his wife resides on
the ranch nine miles west of
Belle Fourche on which his
father files a preemption claim
in 1888, found the original first
issue in a trunk left him by his
parents. The senior Couches had
come to Deadwood in 1887, ar-
riving there May 16. They came
north later and stayed that sum-
mer at a ranch on Sourdough
flats, which is a part of the pres-
ent Walter Massey place. After

by Mary Buchholz

putting in a small crop, raising
a garden and hauling hay to the
Hills, they returned to Dead-
wood for the winter. They came
back in the spring to file on the
present homestead. For those
who still have hopes of winning
the merchandise award for the
oldest Butte county newspaper
brought to this office prior to
June 3, there may still be some
copies of the Butte County Star,
published in Minnesela in the
1880’s.

Penfold, Leslie, Broadhust,
Clary in State Track Meet
Tommy Penfold, Kenneth Clary,
Tom Broadhurst and Cleve
Leslie, accompanied by Clar Li-
levjen and Dan Hejde, left early
this morning for Huron to enter
the state track meet there Friday
and Saturday. Penfold is to run
in the open 100- and 220-yard
dash, while the four boys make
up a half-mile relay team. They
will return Sunday afternoon.
50 years ago

Belle Fourche Bee

May 21, 1976

Local Government Meeting
Slated At Belltower Residents
of Carter county, Mont. And
other rural areas “interested and
concerned about local govern-
ment and taxes” are invited to
attend the Communities Educa-
tion Program sponsored by the
American Legion Auxiliary at
the Belltower Hall Wednesday,
May 26, it was announced this
week Featured speaker will be
R. A. “Dick” Mader of Gillette,
who will talk about “Regional-
ism.”

Livestock Owners Are Re-
minded of Per-Head Records
Butte county livestock owners
were reminded about the proce-
dure on livestock assessments
by Larry Christiansen, director
of equalization, this week.
Christiansen pointed out that
since the 1976 legislature saw
fit to postpone implementation
of the per=head, per-day tax,
there has been some confusion
for owners of cattle, sheep and
buffalo. For 1976, livestock
is being assessed according to
value just as it has been in other
years. The tax becomes due
Jan. 1, 1977 and is payable in
the same manner as personal
and real estate taxes. However,
starting this year the owner is to
maintain records of number of
day cattle, sheep or buffalo are
owned.

[Gay Block, Belle Fourche, South Dak. showing character of new Buildings ¢ -
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First National Bankrin‘trhé- 1920’s east section of the Fast Break Screen Printing & Embroidery

in 2026

%,y, THE
DAKOTA SCOUT

When: Friday May 15. 2026 @ 5 PrI
Where: Dick Bowman Memovial Hal(

(Jts at the South end of Hevmann Park in ‘Belle
Fourche, SO. The Cross streets ave 8" «Ave and

Jackson. )

RSVP: Please Jext Ginger at 605.269 1036
10 (et ug know if we can expect you.

—_— 1]

You ve Jnvited to
Celebrate the 55
Wedding cAnniversary of

Bill and Gerry Walker &

th

LOWROYS 100!

FINE WESTERN WEAR

. BELLE FOURCHE, SD

ROPES

LOWROYS T00!
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“IDREAMT THAT | WAS TALKIN' TO MYSELF, BUT | DIDN'T PAY MUCH ATTENTION TO
) IT BECAUSE | WASN'T PARTICULARLY INTERESTED INANYTHING | HAD TO SAY" &

"THE BRANDING [RON STEAKHOUSE &

10979 US Highway 85 Belle Fourche * (605) 892-2503

SOCIAL CLUB

Prime Rib every
Friday & Saturday
ready at 5:00!

Daily Drink Specials
Coldest beer in town
Full bar and wine list

High quality
beef and chicken

Full service
catering Restaurant
with seating for 110

Event equipment
rental

The G IROy
nanos g

Medicare
advice you
can trust

Here to help you
with your Medicare
decisions.

Kerbi Bowden
605-892-2306 ext 103
35 5th Ave

Belle Fourche, SD
kbowden@fedts.com

W-202254109/23 YO156_WMCoopPrtAdIASDV2_C FVNR 1023

kw

KELLERWILLIA

Alan Kindsfater Licensed in SD &

(605) 210-1162

email: alank@kw.com

501 Grant Street Belle Fourche, SD

Broker Associate https:/www.bhhomeandland.com

MS

wy
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NCERT SERIES
June 4 Stereo Trip
June 1l Tyler Bills
Junel8  CampComfort
- June25  Dakota Countr
July2  Williams & Wri
~July®  Jessicaloobey
July16  Brandon Jones
July23  Wilt Brothers
July 30 TimZachBand
August6 JJKentw/Aces&8's

VWY HOMETOWNTHURSDAYSBFRE.COM

SU PERIOR B} - WATER
w A' E n '’  CONDITIONING

» SOFTENERS

Ly

your local water experts

FILTERS

(605)717-3210 A0t

. o SALT
SuperiorWaterSD.com

Buffalo
HARDWARE

BUFFALO, SD

Shaine Odell

MANAGER

shaine@buffalohardwarestore.com

We’ve got you covered with products to fit any project or need!

Pole Barns J Continuous Fence

Steel Buildings . Gates

Barbed Wire . Panels

Steel Posts . Drill Stem

Wood Posts . Guard Rail

Water Tanks . Valspar Paint

Drinkers . Lumber

Concrete . Full line Hardware Store

Jonathan Ellis & Joe Sneve

Scouting Report. Look it up today.

“Dakota Scout Journalism”

The Dakota Scout, a journal of South Dakota politics, government and culture that features journalism from veteran reporters
Jonathan Ellis and Joe Sneve. Newsletters can be sent directly to your inbox and you can receive the state’s top political podcast - The

The Dakota Scout is a South Dakota owned, sourced and printed independent operation co-founded by Ellis and Sneve. Togeth-
er, they have more than 30 years of combined experience in South Dakota journalism that have earned them reputations as dogged
reporters who’ve not lost touch with their neighbors’ sensibilities. Be in the Know!

Stay on top of what’s happening at the state Capitol in Pierre and around the state with breaking news, investigative reporting and

Grilled Cheese Lasagna
Dinner Salad Dinner Salad
Garlic Toast

Capitol Building Pierre, SD a constant drumbeat of information about the world around you.
@Fm = THE
114 S. Main Ave. Ste B-4 Sioux Falls, SD 57104 605-413-3177 @‘
DAKOTA SCOUT te B-4 Sioux Falls, SD 571 DAKOTA SCOUT
MON TUE WED THU FRI
27 28 29 30 < Romst 1
i ; : P
Stuffed Pepper Soup = Beef & Cheese Hot Turkey Sandwich = Chicken Fried Steak c:eesy";mames

With Mashed Potato
Gravy/ Corn

s 5

Chicken & Rice Meatloaf & Gravy Goulash with

Casserole with Baked Potato & Carrots Cornbread

Steamed Broccoli Roll Mixed Veggies

Roll Salad

."i‘ 11 12 13

8 n % Roast Beef with Gravy Pork Loin with Rice Ham & Bean Soup
> 8 LB Mashed Potato Dressing & Gravy Grilled Cheese
D 10 £ ‘_-‘,’ Green Beans Peas & Carrot Sandwich
= o = T Xl Roll salad
TNTRS
SNER
- % TS 18 19 20
_g —_ T o Hot Turkey Sandwich Beef Indian Taco Sweet & Sour Pork over
©S 5 O =8 Mashed Potato/ Gravy Refried Beans Wl:lrl:e Rice )
e O £ -3 Green Beans Salad Asian Veggies
Qe -~ 0 Chips
= Y W o
R
E % = i 25 26
o w = Baked Chicken Ham & Rice Casserole Swiss Steak
“E 5 od a Roasted Reds Cheesy Brussel sprout Roasted Potato &
=E 3 é =8 Carrots Dinner Roll l;:'r:'ots
] -

Joinus M-F 11 am-1 pm
828 Kingsbury St. | Belle Fourche, SD

Don’t miss the following events Sfien é@m{y
5/1 - Coffee with a Cop and City Administator (8:30am-9:30am)

Mashed Potatoes/ Honey carrots

Gravy Roll £
Dinner Salad & Roll 8
7 s [N
Roasted Turkey Chicken Sandwich €
Mashed Potato / Gravy Red Potato salad g
Green Beans Peas oM
Roll r:“
ob
14 i5 -
Beef Spaghetti Parmesan Chicken .E
Dinner Salad Over Pasta o
Garlic Sticks Dinner Salad p=
Garlic Stick %
=
£
w
21 22 :n
Meatloaf & Gravy Chicken Cordon Bleu %
Mashed Potato Sweet Potato o
Green Beans Mixed Veggies )
Roll £
e
28 29 g
Chili Cheese Dogs Hamburger Casserole
Steak Fries Tater tots
Dinner Salad Dinner Salad
Roll

Bt
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Belle Lvstk.

Toll Free: 800-894-8684
Office: 605-892-2655
Fax: 605-892-3142

LIVESTOCK MARKET

18662 Livestock Road ¢ Belle Fourche, SD 57717 « www.bellefourchelivestock.com

e Carttlmerde Puprkes - Pere binero £ colbere come Zogedsier rwriti corgiderce!”

FIELDMEN
SHANE MOKE - 605-641-7961
TYLER GAER - 605-222-9513
JOHN HENRY BEARDSLEY -
406-853-4938

JADE HARPER
Auctioneer: 605-515-0337

COLLIN GIBBS
Auctioneer: 406-939-0645

DAN PIROUTEK
Market Rep: 605-544-3316

BRIAN SCHMIDT
Yard Foreman: 605-569-0114

“SERVING THE TRI-STATE AREA SINCE 1935

TRAVIS LINCH
- OWNER -
CELL - 605-892-5951
OFFICE - 605-892-2655

BRETT LOUGHLIN - 605-210-0615
MIKE GREENOUGH - 307-620-2597
BEN GREENOUGH - 307-620-5553

SCOTT ANDERSON - 406-351-1844
TREVOR GARMAN - 605-892-5972

Market Report - Thursday, April 30, 2026

THANK'YOU FOR YOUR BUSINESS! Larry Schuelke, Mud Butte SD......... $2,960.00
Rafter Diamond LIp, Buffalo SD.........8 ....... .$2,878.70 J SPEAR CAmE CO BUI‘L SALE
PAIRS HD.... DESC e BID /HEAD Padlock Ranch Co, Ranchester WY .2........ .$2,595.30
Logan Ranch, Sterling CO.........c...... 40...... Black-Pair Hfrs ..$5,700.00 ......... $5,700.00 Dobrenz Family Trust, MAY 7’ 2026
26......Black-Pair Hfrs. 9530000 .......$5,300.00  Ranchester WY ... 2 $2776.05 WUPS @ 10AM MT | BULL SALE @ 1 PM MT
10...... Black-Pair Hfrs. ... $5,350.00 ......... $5,350.00 Zachary Or Mckenzie Grant, Vale SD2 .$2574.00 ROPING CATTLE PAIRS
15..... BIack-Pa!r Hirs ... $5,300.00 ........ $5,300.00 JD Grieves, Upton WY........cc.coc. 2 .$2,812.97 ROD SCHAFFER-MT JAMES HORST-SD
10.... BackcPaf s - $866000 ... 8565000 4 $286546 25 LONGHORN ROPING CATTLE 1 2Y0 JERSEY PAIR
Greg Wiliams Ranch Inc, Jake/Douglas/Bryant Schauer, 200# JERSEY COW W/ BLK
Ekalaka MT......occovrrsvrrserssvessenns o Black-Pair Nt 3-Bm.......... 1529.... $4,375.00 ......... $4,375.00 Faith SD ..o 1 $2,537.95 FRESH. 6IN. HORNS C s O/
9...... Black-Pair Nt 5Bm....... 1564... $4,600.00 ....... $4,600.00 1 $273095 +6IN. LF (2 WKS OLD)
Matt Or Donna Perino, Kelley Nible, Buffalo SD.........cccvvee 1 .$2462.25
NeWCastie WY ..o 15...... Char-Pair Nt 3-Bm......... 1402.... $4,200.00 ........ $4,200.00 Levin Ranch Inc, Sturgis SD............. 1 $3,128.62
FEEDER CATTLE Iron Mountain Cattle Co,
J-Six Enterprises, SenecaKs........... 80...... Black-Yrlg Hff ...o.cooorve 799 . $2913.44 Belle Fourche SD....c.cccuvvecvessivicnns 1 $2,783.00 PAI R & FEEDER CA’ITLE SPECIAL & HORSE SALE
80... Black-Yig Hir .o 797 $2906.44  ReedlJamie Vandervoor, SELLING ALL CLASSES
40..... Black-Yrig Hfr ... 813 $203628  PiedmontSD ..o $3,063.75
69..... Red-Yig Hfr .. 81 $2,083.28 $2945.00 MAY 14, 2026
61..... Black-Yrlg Hfr .. ...666 $2,724.87 Tim Mcinemey, Alzada MT............... 9 .$2401.06
Jd Amdahl, Piedmont SD................... 45...... Black-Yrig Hfr ... ..658 $2,709.49 Austin Jordan, Rapid City SD........... 1 .$2,769.37 WU Ps @ 10AM MT | PAIRS/ FEEDERS @ 12PM MT
17 1 BROKYIG HE ... 692 §2,607.95 1 §3.325.80 & HORSE SALE TO FOLLOW
6 Creek Farms, Ekalaka MT... 49......Black-Yrig Hfr ... ....667 $2,701.92 WEIGH-UP BULLS
Travis Loehding, Ekalaka MT ............ 80....... Black-Yrlg Hfr ... ...658 $2,775.05 Reed/Jamie Vandervoort,
9 a Piedmont SD .....oocooeceeerercreeissnns T Black-Bull Df .........cc..co.... 2045.......222.00............. ,539.90
........ Black-Yrig Hfr .. ..543 $2,553.66 iedmon lack-Bu $4 *ATTENTION ON-LINE BUYERS**
Andrew Cathey, Hammond MT.......18....... Black-Yrlg Hfr .. ..674 $2,600.13 Glenn L Clabaugh Rev Trust,
K & D Livestock Inc, Volborg MT ....54 ... Black-Yrg Hr ..............652 $268774  Gllette WY oo 1.......Red-Bull Df $4,933.50 ON-LINE BUYERS REGISTRATION MUST BE COMPLETED BY
6 v BACKYHIG T e 492 $223708  Brian Budmayr, Belle Fourche SD.....1 ...... Black-Bull f . .$4,702.50 WEDNESDAY NOON PRIOR TO SALE DAY.
Travis Or Julie Hurst, Buffalo SD.......12...... Black-Str ..... ..462 $2,449.04 1......Black-Bull Df .. .$4,128.75
15....... Black-Hfr ... 441 $2.337.30 Charles Or Rosalie Tennis, Vale SD...1 ........ Black-Bull Df ... 1 .$4,927.95
Beth Michele Smith, Sundance WY ...20...... Blk/Bwf-Yrlg Hir ..674 $2,676.77 Emmons Cattle, Olive MT..........c..... 1........ Black-Bull Df 231.00......... $4,978.05
Janet K Evans, Weston WY............... 11....... Xbrd-Yring Str .. ....658 $2,836.76 BELLE FOURCHE
Dane Or Kristi Dobesh, N N _ " LIVESTOCK SUPERIOR
T 4.... BRBWEYGST.....828.....38200....... $316241 High Plains Commodities Offices REPS
s 8 OGS 766.....3%0.00........ 82,988 37 Belle Fourche Livestock Market, LLC.
- 3 Travis Linch: 2-5951
Zachary Or Mckenzie Grant, Vale SD2 31000........ $3425.50 Stop in or Call 1-800-888-1432 ravis Linch: (605) 892-595
: . . . . ! Shane Moke (605) 641-7961
Levin Ranch Inc, Sturgis SD.............. 2 320.00............ $2,968.00 Kim Kllng - Kem Kjerstad
Doolittle Wagner Ranch, lees tock Auctlon Brett Loughlin: (605) 210-0615
Belle Fourche SD..........cvvvrsersines 8 v Black-Hifrt o $3,291.37
Rafter Diamond LIp, Buffalo SD ........4 ...... Black-Hftt ... $3,206.91 co U NTRY PAG E co NTRACTS AVAI LAB LE
Otto Schlosser, Hulett WY ...... 4. Black-Hftt ... $3,203.75

Billy J Gergen, Broadus MT.... 1....... Black-Hft ...
Puptown Cattle Lic, Ekalaka MT........ 6....... Blk/Bwi-Hfrt.
K&K Cattle Co Lic, Belle Fourche SD5......... Black-Hfrt
Hackamore Ranch Lic,

Prairie City SD..ovovvvcvrerrsvrnines 11....... Blk/Bwf-Hfrt
Travis Or Julie Hurst, Buffalo SD.. Black-Hftt ....
4 Lazy 3 Ranch Lic, Ekalaka MT..
Gali Ranch Inc, Broadus MT.
Jason Kuhbacher, Broadus MT....

$3,105.00
$2,954.00
e $3,357.03

o $3,038.50

Skyler Gal, Broadus MT ... . $3,127.62
Darwin Or Kay Latham,

€amp Crook SD ...c.veevvervsvrenn 3. RdBlk-Hfrt. s $3,195.83
Todd Or Nancy Collins, Sturgis SD....4 ........ Blk/Bwf-Cow $3,165.41
Tennant Ranch Inc, Camp Crook SD.3 ........ Black-Hifrt . $3,237.79

Howard Harris & Kristin Jones,
ROZEEWY oo

........ Black-Cow
........ Black-Cow...
Cody / Gabrielle Burke, Newell SD ....1 ....... Black-Cow .
Tj Livestock, Weston WY . ...... Black-Cow...
........ Black-Cow...
Marty Mcpherson, Piedmont SD.........3 ........ Black-Cow...

e $2,542.50
$2,605.85
$2,225.25
$3,340.56
$3,055.00
$2,847.41

Mccabe Ag LIp, Ekalaka MT.............. — Black-Cow... $2,588.75
3....... Black-Cow... $2,983.75
4......Black-Cow... $2,733.62

Casey Tenke, Sundance WY............ 4. Blk/Bwf-Cow
Ashley Cordell Pearson, Aladdin WY .1 ........ Black-Cow...
Kent Williams, Miles City MT ........... A Black-Cow

$2,951.09
$3,246.25
e $2,743.12

.$2,686.90

REGULAR SALE - SELLING ALL CLASSES &

CORN BELT CLASSIC:
SOUTH SIOUX CITY, NE | JUNE 16, 2026
CATALOG: MAY 29, 2026, 5:00PM MT
VIDEO: JUNE 8, 2026, 5:00PM CT

CATTLE USA

Sales broadcast live on www.cattleusa.com.

WEEK IN THE ROCKIES:
STEAMBOAT SPRINGS, CO | JULY 6, 2026
UPCOMING SALE SCHEDULE CATALOG: JUNE 19, 2026, 5:00PM MT
May 7, 2026........... REGULAR SALE — SELLING ALL CLASSES & J SPEAR VIDEO: JUNE 26, 2026, 5:00PM CT

...CATTLE CO BULL SALE

...PAIR & FEEDER CATTLE SPECIAL & HORSE SALE -

.................................. SELLING ALL CLASSES - WUPS @ 10AM MT & PAIRS/
FEEDERS @ 12PM MT & HORSE SALE TO FOLLOW

...REGULAR SALE & TURNOUT BULL SALE — SELLING ALL

.................................. CLASSES - WUPS @ 10AM MT & TURNOUT BULL SALE

BIG HORN CLASSIC:
SHERIDAN, WY | AUGUST 17, 2026
CATALOG: JULY 31, 2026, 5:00PM MT
VIDEO: AUGUST 7, 2026, 5:00PM CT

.................................. TO FOLLOW RECEIVING STATIONS

May 28, 2026 ... PAIR & FEEDER CATTLE SPECIAL — SELLING ALL CLASSES

.............. ...WUPS @ 10AM MT & PAIRS/FEEDERS @ 12PM MT Broadus MT Forsyth,MT

June 4, 2076......... WEIGH-UP SPECIAL — SELLING ALL CLASSES Travis Lo Borgep 505 SCottAnderson | 4063511844

June 11, 2026....... WEIGH-UP SPECIAL & HORSE SALE — SELLING ravis Linch | 805 892- Jordan,MT
P Ekalaka,MT Jason Bollinger | 406-690-8344

... ALL CLASSES
June 18, 2026......... WEIGH-UP SPECIAL — SELLING ALL CLASSES
June 25, 2076......... WEIGH-UP SPECIAL — SELLING ALL CLASSES

Travis Linch | 605-892-5951

Dave Williams | 406-975-6805 Wyoming

Mike Greenough | 307-620-2597
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LADIES FASHIONS
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PAIN & MOVEMENT

SOLUTIONS

Belle Fourche Rapld Ctty

511 National

Sturgis

What Moves You?

painandmovementsolutions.com | focebook.com/PainandMovementSolutions

IRRIGATION PRECS

SPRINKLER SYSTEMS

FREE ESTIMATES AND LANDSCAPING
. Fast, Friendly Servicel
eSprinkler Systems
Installation & 63;”;';‘3 FEE
Maintainence £ o

o oans

elandscaping
eRetaining Walls

IM-SERIES PLASTIC SEPTIC TANKS

A revolutionary improvement in plastic tank design, offering
exceptional strength comparable to concrete tanks.

Suitable for use as septic tanks, pump/trash tanks, cisterns
or rainwater (non-potable) storage/harvesting tanks.

WELLS

SUPPLY

T it
Iy it
LR gi#

500, 1000, 1500 * 1 or 2 compartment stock

1700 5™ AVENUE | BELLE FOURCHE, SD | 605-892-2613

MONDAY - FRIDAY 8AM - 5PM | SATURDAY 8AM - 12PM | CLOSED SUNDAY




& Belle Fourehe Bearon

Hm”f’

ﬁ

Eor 1068 AI{DTA MART'

WMM
‘) = -._W! i*ﬁ”#”:f
Ghocory Stere!

Wed May 6, 2026

ﬁ,,,.c‘e

Ol

. ||"|. T e -

Now avm.fab.le at
Lynn’ Belle Fourche

Prices affactive Zom-Spw Snen Do

a Week Tore wranksl
Wadnasday, April .l!"iﬁﬂn'ﬁ'l'--ﬂuﬁ Moy 12

FOR HORE INFO
BEV: 605-110-1406

DENISE: 603891 -5445

[UST, BE 121 T0 PLAY
+§150 PER PLAYER

=¥
9-HOLE TOURNATENT
/. PERSON SCRAMBLE

\“j\l—'ﬁ ”lu“s.
ROUNDUP

HOSTED AT
BELLE FOURCHE
COUNTRY CLUB

Sing Your Way to Texas: Talent Quest Comes
to the Outlaw Bar

Robbi Longbrake
news@bellefourchebeacon.com

BELLE FOURCHE—Do
you like to perform? Are you a
good singer or dancer? Do you
light up the stage? Or maybe
you just like to have fun and
want to win an all-expense-paid
trip to Fort Worth, Texas? The
Outlaw Bar and Pass the Mike
Entertainment are teaming up to
host Talent Quest International
Karaoke Championship
qualifying rounds all summer
long.

The first round was held
April 24 and 25. If you missed
the first competition, you have
a few more chances to try to
win the local competition and
go to the finals. The qualifying
rounds are scheduled for May
15 and 16, June 19 and 20, and
July 17 and 18.

Belle Fourche, at the Outlaw
Bar, is one of the only places
in South Dakota to compete in
the sing-off. “I believe we’re
the only establishment in South
Dakota doing it this year,”
explained Michael Meemken of
Pass the Mike Entertainment.
“Last year we had people come
from all over, from Custer,
Miles City, Rapid City, Gillette.

Actually, the lady that won last
year was from Gillette.”

One weekend a month for
the next three months, anyone
can enter the official Talent
Quest International Karaoke
contest. Two winners will be
chosen each weekend. Those
two winners will go to the
semifinals, which will be held
August 21 and 22. “Basically
what happens is, every month
from now until August, we’re
going to qualify two people,
and then in August we’ll have
the finals, and the winner of
the karaoke contest will get a
full, all-expense-paid trip to
Fort Worth, Texas, to compete
at Talent Quest International,”
shared Meemken.

You will be able to pick the
songs you want to sing. “So
what we’re doing at the local
level is you’ll pick two songs
that you sing really well, and
then you’ll dress up in costume
and you’ll want to entertain
the crowd,” said Meemken.
“Crowd participation is judged,
as well as how you perform
the song you chose. We have
separate categories that you’re
judged on—it’s not a popularity
contest.”

Everyone has a chance to
win. All you have to do is sign
up. You can register on the
night of each monthly contest.
The top two from Friday night
will come back Saturday night.
“We’ll pick the top two from
Saturday night, and then about
midnight, we’ll start the finals
for the weekend. The top two
out of that last round will go to
the semifinals in August.”

The event is judged. Judges
for all of the performances
throughout the summer and
the finals will be professional
judges. “They have some sort
of musical background or are in
entertainment,” said Meemken.
“We take it seriously. The
people that go on from here,

I mean, they’re representing
South Dakota, so we want them
to be really good.”

Each monthly qualifier will
win cash prizes for first and
second place. The overall
winner will receive their trip
paid for to the finals. The
International Talent Quest
Finals are in October. “It’s a
weeklong—seven nights—so
you gotta plan ahead. But it’s
a serious competition,” said
Meembken.
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America 250 SD, the group responsible in South Dakota for
leading the celebration of the 250th anniversary of the signing
of the Declaration of Independence, has approved the state’s
contribution to America’s Time Capsule. That vessel will be
buried in Philadelphia on Independence Day this summer.

America’s Time Capsule is the official, congressionally
mandated time capsule, developed by scientists at the
National Institute of Standards and Technology, preservation
experts at the Library of Congress and the National Park
Service to withstand 250 years underground.

(L) Shamra Garrett won first place in the Talent Quest International Karaoke Championship qualifying rounds right here in Belle Fourche. She gets to come back
and compete in the semifinals in August for a chance to win an all-expense-paid trip to compete in Texas. (R) Ashley Olivaries placed second in the Talent Quest
International Karaoke Championship qualifying rounds right here in Belle Fourche at the Outlaw Bar. She gets to come back in August to compete in the semifinals.
Longbrake photos
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Church; Newby

Wed. May 6, 2026

C-3

1/2 Mile east on Hwy 34
210-1374
Kenny Riley, pastor
Sunday: 1 p.m.
Friday: 7:30 p.m.

CHRISTIAN LIFE CENTER
2020 Vista St
892-4767
Dan Carlson, Pastor
Paul Howard, Pastor
Sunday Schedule:

Long Term Care Service 8:45 a.m.
Sunday School: All ages 9:30 a.m.
Fellowship Hour: 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship Service: 10:30 a.m.

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST
OF LATTER DAY SAINTS
1105 Todd St.

Rick McCartney, Bishop
Sunday: 10 a.m. Sacrament Meeting
Sunday School:
1st & 3rd Sundays, 11 a.m.
Priesthood Meeting, Relief Society,
Young Men and Young Women:
11 a.m. 2nd & 4th Sundays

CONNECTION CHURCH (SBC)
613 Sixth ave., Belle Fourche
(605)-210-2150
Pastor Stephen Carson
Worship Pastor Ashton Rone
Sunday Worship: 8:30 or 10:15 am

EMMANUEL BAPTIST
Meet at Americinn Conference room
Andy Anderson, Pastor
9am Sunday School 10am church
Men’s Bible Study 10am at
the Senior Center
Women’s Bible Study Tuesday 9am.
Call for location.
website: ebcbf.org

FIRST BAPTIST
807 8th Ave. 892-4178
Pastor Tim Smith
Sunday: Sunday School - 9:15am
Morning Worship - 10:30am
Wednesday: Salt and Light Youth -
Kindergarten -12th grade
5:00pm Soup & Sandwich
5:30pm - Salt and Light

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL UCC
892-3402
www.bfsoucc.org
717 Jackson St. Sunday:

9:35 a.m. Sunday School
10 a.m. Worship

901 Laurel St. Whitewood
(605)-920-1959
Reverand Jill Jennewein
Sunday: 9 a.m. Worship
10:30 a.m. Adult & Teen Bible Study
10:30 a.m. Children’s Sunday School
GLOBAL METHODIST CHURCH

Sponsored by:

Area Church Se

BLACK HILLS GOSPEL ASSEMBLY

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Pastor Sheri Fadley
1804 7th Ave. Belle Fourche
605-892-2405
Worship: Sunday 10:30 am - FB Live
Sunday School 9:30 am
Small Groups & Studies
schedule online at
www.bellefourchegmc.com

LANDMARK MISSIONARY
BAPTIST CHURCH
(ABA) - 2.2 miles east on Hwy 34
723-1092
Sunday: 10 a.m. worship service

NEW COVENANT PCA
1120 North Fifth Street, Spearfish
642-1122
Luke Bluhm, Pastor
Sunday: 10 a.m. Worship Service

NEWELL CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP CHURCH
308 4th Street, Newell SD, 57760
605-456-2544
Sunday Worship Service: 10:00am

NISLAND INDEPENDENT
COMMUNITY CHURCH
On Hwy 212 in Nisland
(605) 257-2356
Sunday School: 9:30 a.m.
Worship: 10:45 a.m.

NORTHERN HILLS
CHURCH OF CHRIST

5 miles South of Belle Fourche
on Hwy 85
642-7167

Calvin Chapman - Int. Minister

Sunday: 9:30 a.m. Bible Class

10:30 a.m. Praise & Worship
Wednesday: 6:30 p.m. Bible Class

NORTH POINT CHRISTIAN
CHURCH
10959 Kellem Lane, Spearfish
Sunday Services: 9AM and 10:30AM

PRAIRIE HOME CHURCH
1701 Hwy 212, Newell
Sunday School: 10 a.m.
Worship: 11 a.m.

RANGELAND MINISTRIES
CHURCH
Alzada, MT
Sunday: Worship: 10:00am
Mark Leverington, Lay Pastor

RED WATER CHURCH OF CHRIST
Belle Fourche Rec Center
Sun: 9:30-12:30.
Contact: Nathan Thompson
605 569-3057
Sermons: fightintheshade

SALVATION ARMY OF THE
NORTHERN HILLS
120 Ryan Rd., Spearfish
605-642-0924
Envoys: Tim and Peggy North

Sunday: 9:45 a.m.

RANDY’S TIRE & LUBE

420 5TH AVE. - BELLE FOURCHE, SD 57717
(605) 892-6331 www.randystireandlube.com

hedules

Sunday School: 11 a.m.
Worship Nursery available
Wednesday: 6:30 p.m.,
Learning and Discovery Study

SPEARFISH ADVENTIST® CHURCH
290 W Highway 14
Pastor Darren Purdy and
Pastor Marveen Gentillon
Join Us This Saturday
Morning Prayer: 9:00am
Sabbath School: 9:30am
Worship Service: 10:45am
Bible Study-Tuesday: 6:00pm

SPEARFISH UNITED CHURCH OF
CHRIST (CONGREGATIONAL)
920 N Main Street, Spearfish
Sunday Service 10 a.m. in person
and on Facebook.

Pastor Randy Hedge
605-642-8253

ST. JAMES EPISCOPAL
6th and Roundup
892-2446
The Rev. Evelyn Weaver
The Rev. Sandy Williams, Priests Deacon
Rev. Mike Weaver
Sunday: 10 a.m. Holy Eucharist

ST. JAMES LUTHERAN
1100 Stanley Street
Open for in-house worship
Sunday Worship 10:AM with coffee
fellowship following the service.
Watch live-streamed services:
www.sjlcbellefourche.org
Wednesday at 5:55 PM during
the school year.
Watch our Sunday service
live on Facebook.

ST. ONGE UNITED
CHURCH OF CHRIST
Sunday School and Worship
at 8:30 a.m.
www.bfsoucc.org

ST. PAUL CATHOLIC CHURCH
855 5th Ave.
Father Kevin Achbach, Pastor
Father Max Vetch, Pastor
Mass Times:
Sunday Mass: 9:00 a.m.
Daily Mass: Tues. & Thurs. 12:15 p.m.
Confessions available one hour
before all Masses

SUMMIT OPEN BIBLE
FELLOWSHIP
Seventh and Summit
892-4630 or 892-4389
Pastor Rick and Diane Brennan
Sunday: 10 a.m. Worship
Kidz Church Immediately Following
Wednesday: September - May
6:30 p.m. Adult Bible Study
Kidz Alive (Kindergarten - 6th Grade)

VALE COMMUNITY COUNTRY
CHURCH
Pastor Darla Dunn
402 Rosander St. Vale SD 57788
Service Sunday: 10 a.m.
605-210-0512

o Sprinkler Turn Ons,

Blowouts, Repair and Installs

* Mowing ¢ Spraying
* Small Landscaping

¢ Snow Removal and More

Office

ggtlawnservice@yahoo.com
P.O. Box 327, Belle Fourche, SD

Serving Belle Fourche and the surrounding area for over 15 years.

Shop Services inclucle:

CNC Plasma Table

300 Ton Press Brake, 5ft Roll to make
pipe, Angle lron Roll, Tubular Roller, and a

EZ Fabrication offers a wide range of services:
Agriculture Repairs
Fabrication of Industrial Parts
Installation of various Plant Equipment
Retail Steel Dealer
Stainless Steel, Aluminum, and Cast Brazing
Mobile Welding

& WELDING

Contact Scott Huber / Owner
(605) 892-2220

221 Industrial St » Belle Fourche, SD 57717
Email: scott@ezfabricationandwelding.com
jennifer@ezfabricationandwelding.com

By John Newby

“Building Main Street, not Wall Street”

Your Locals Are Your Tourism Strategy

Here is a scenario playing
out in communities across
the country: the tourism
board meets, budgets
get approved, brochures
get printed, social media
campaigns get launched —
and meanwhile, locals are
loading up the car on Friday
afternoon to spend their weekend,
and their dollars, somewhere else.
The tourism strategy is aimed at
the horizon while the foundation
crumbles underfoot. The sequence
is backwards, and the data bears
it out. Before a community can
credibly invite the world in, it has
to give its own residents a reason
to stay.

Every dollar a resident spends at
a locally owned business generates
roughly 67 cents of additional
local economic activity, compared
to about 43 cents when spent at a
chain. Thais is called the local mul-
tiplier effect, it compounds quickly.
Research has found money spent
at independent local businesses
recirculates through the local econ-
omy two to four times more than
equivalent spending at national
chains. A study in Salt Lake City
put it even more concretely: local
restaurants recirculated 79 percent
of their revenue back into the com-
munity, versus 30 percent for chain
restaurants.

The point is not academic.
When locals drive forty minutes

B

economy through tourism in
2023 alone. But study those
success stories and a pattern
emerges: the tourism did
| not create the vibrancy; the
vibrancy created the tourism.
They invested in their cores
4 first. They built dining
scenes, public spaces, arts
communities, and distinct identities
that made residents proud to call
the place home. Visitors followed.
The classic line from Field
of Dreams “If you build it, they
will come” turns out to be good
economic policy. Build something
worth experiencing, and you will
not have to beg people to show up.
But communities that skip that step
and go straight to the marketing
campaign are, as the sayin% goes,
putting the cart before the horse.
Community leaders often
talk about winning over outside
investors, outside media, and
outside visitors. The audience they
should be obsessing over is harder
to impress and more valuable to
win: the people who already live
there. Residents are your harsh-
est critics precisely because they
know the truth. They know that
downtown rolls up its sidewalks
at six o’clock. They know which
restaurants are mediocre and which
storefronts have been vacant for
three years. Their skepticism is not
cynicism, it’s knowledge of the
situation, and smart leaders learn to

harness it rather than dismiss it.
When you win those critics over,

something remarkable happens.

Satisfied residents become the most

to a larger city for a good dinner
ora um(ci{ue retail experience, that
money does not come back. It is
economic leakage — revenue that

could have employed a neighbor,
supported a local supplier, or fund-
ed a community event — gone.
Multiply that pattern across thou-
sands of households and hundreds
of weekends, and a communitz

is quietly hemorrhaging wealth it
never stops to count.

Tourism is a symptom, not a
cause and is worth pursuing. Tour-
ism generates more than a trillion
dollars annually in the American
economy and supports over nine
million jobs. When it works, it
works spectacularly: Richmond,
Virginia recorded a record $3.7 bil-
lion in visitor spending in a single
year. Greenville, South Carolina
contributed $2.3 billion to its local

effective marketing force a com-
munity can deploy. Word-of-mouth
recommendations carry a credibili-
ty that no paid campaign can repli-
cate. Destination marketing experts
increasingly acknowledge this:
satisfied locals sharing genuine
enthusiasm on social media and in
conversation generates the kind of
trust that brochures simply cannot
buy. Toronto’s tourism organiza-
tion learned this directly during
the pandemic, when it pivoted its
entire strategy toward inspiring
residents to rediscover their own
city. The response was immediate
and enthusiastic — because they
finally gave locals something to be
enthusiastic about.

“Building Main Street, not Wall Street”
sponsored in part by:

. Locations in Belle Fourche,
J Spearfish & Sturgis

5 LAUNDRY &
CLEANING, Lie

Clark Sowers, Owner
(605) 723-6301

Laundry & Dry Cleaning
711 State St.
Laundromat
710 8th Ave.

The pattern of communities
spending heavily on tourism before
they are ready is not a failure of
intent. It is a failure of sequencing.
Tax dollars flow toward tourism
boards and marketing campaigns
while the downtown sits on hos-
pice. The community brands itself
as something it is not yet prepared
to be — and visitors who show up
and find the gap between promise
and reality are unlikely to come
back or recommend the place to
friends.

The right sequence looks like
this: invest in the core first. Create
an environment with quality
restaurants, unique retail, compel-
ling events, and inviting public
spaces — the things locals have
been driving elsewhere to find.
When residents start spending
their weekends at home instead of
elsewhere, several things happen
simultaneously: economic leakage
stops, local businesses grow
stronger, the local multiplier starts
compounding, and the commu-
nity starts generating the kind of
authentic energy that outsiders can
feel when they visit.

Events are a partial exception
to the sequencing rule. BuiFding
a calendar of local events — fes-
tivals, markets, concerts, races
— is worth doing at any stage of a
community’s development. Events
create energy, give residents rea-
sons to gather, and generate exactly
the kind of organic social media
content that reaches potential visi-
tors. They are one of the few tools
that serve both local vitality and
tourism promotion simultaneously,
which makes them a smart early
investment regardless of where a
community is on its transformation
journey.

Balance is key, none of this is
an argument against tourism. A
well-functioning tourism economy
funnels outside dollars into local
businesses, creates jobs, diversifies
the tax base, and strengthens com-
munity pride. Those are real and
significant benefits. The argument
is about order of operations.

Build the core. Create the heart
and soul. Earn the loyalty of the
people who live there. When that
happens, the community’s market-
ing Ii?)ecomes authentic rather than
aspirational, and every satisfied
resident becomes a credible ambas-
sador carrying the message further
than any paid campaign could
reach. At that point, tourism does
not just follow — it grows beyond
what any committee meeting ever
dared to project. The visitors will
come. But first, give the locals a
reason to stay.

FREE ESTIMATES
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LARRY SCHMALTZ
SOUTH DAKOTA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES — DISTRICT 288

A COMMITMENT TO DISTRICT 288 AND
WESTERN SOUTH DAKOTA

South Dakota works best when government

s rooted in real experience, fiscal
responsibility, and respect for local
communities.  Larry  brings  practical,
solutions-focused leadership to represent

A PROVEN LEADER WITH DEEP ROOTS

Born and raised in Belle Fourche, Larry
comes from a family with more than 100
years in the community.

A civil engineer, general contractor and
business owner, Larry earned recognition
and a commendation from the U.S. Air Force
for his contributions to the B-1 Bomber
Program at Ellsworth AFB. His business was
named as one of America’s fastest growing
businesses.

He has served more that 40 vyears in
education,
economic development, including roles with
the South Dakota School of Mines
Foundation, Belle Fourche Economic
Development Corporation, Belle Fourche
City Council and Belle Fourche Planning &
Zoning Commission.

community leadership and

our community in Pierre.
PRIORITIES FOR DISTRICT 28B

¢ Supporting Agriculture

o Property Tax Relief

* Quality Economic Growth

* Transportation Infrastructure
¢ Public Safety and Cybercrime
s Education Excellence

Larry believes effective representation starts
with listening. He is
accessibility, careful analysis, and long-term
vision for South Dakota and the next
generation.

committed to

VOTE JUNE 2 - LARRY SCHMALTZ

Email: larry@larryforsd.us
Website: larryforsd.us

Paid for by Larry Schmaltz for South Dakoto

@THE
DAKOTA SCOUT

The Dakota Scout is a South Dakota owned, sourced and printed independent operation co-founded by Ellis and Sneve. Together, they
have more than 30 years of combined experience in South Dakota journalism that have earned them reputations as dogged reporters who've
not lost touch with their neighbors’ sensibilities. Be in the Know!

Stay on top of what’s happening at the state Capitol in Pierre and around the state with breaking news, investigative reporting and a constant

drumbeat of information about the world around you. www.thedakotascout.com - www.facebook.com/TheDakotaScout

The Dakota Scout, a journal of South Dakota politics, government and culture that features journalism
from veteran reporters Jonathan Ellis and Joe Sneve. Newsletters can be sent directly to your inbox and

you can receive the state’s top political podcast - The Scouting Report. Look it up today.

Jonathan Ellis & Joe Sneve
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Central Meade County News

Our warm, summer
like days came to an
end last weekend

in preparation for a
much cooler week.
We received some
moisture on a cool, cloudy
Sunday which was welcome

all over west of the river. We
were happy to hear that Custer
area received several inches of
snow which will be a great help
in preventing more fires. They
certainly have had their share
for this time of year. It is a love-

By Sandy Rhoden, April 2026

ly green hue in Central Meade
County at this time.

Some of the church crew went
to Nellie’s at Enning for lunch
on Sunday. Jack Sellers and
Darrell Wilcox, Sandy and Lar-
ry Rhoden, Lorie Hausmann
and Bill Meirose enjoyed food
and fellowship there. The Ca-
den and Jori Smiley family also
enjoyed lunch there on Sunday.
They are expecting child #4 in
October.

Lorie Hausmann, and Larry

and Sandy Rhoden attended
the Lincoln Day Dinner in
Belle Fourche on Saturday
evening. It was at a lovely
venue south west of Belle
Fourche. It was beautifully
decorated and well planned
out as they served a beef and
mashed potatoes dinner and
auctioned off desserts to raise
funds. Governor Larry Rho-
den delivered the invocation
for the meal. Tom & Quinn
Brunner and others provided
a fine event and hosted many
candidates who are running
for office.

Wed. May 6, 2026

The final debate for the race for
Governor was held on Monday
evening at the Pavillion in Sioux
Falls. It is a busy time for the
Rhodens as Larry keeps busy
with the many responsibilities of
being Governor in all areas of the
state. But he tries to stay engaged
in what is happening at home as
he works with his busy schedule.
Larry will be singing with the
Circuit Riders Quartet on Sat-
urday at the Raymond Howie
Funeral in Union Center. The
funeral service begins at 10:00
am.

Amy Cammack is up and around
after knee surgery. She has
surpassed the 4 week mark so
will hopefully be back to her very
busy pace soon. Linda Op-
stedahl has recovered well from
her illness and was in church on
Sunday looking well and recov-
ered.

Time is flying by and before

we know it, it will be May and
school will be out. Vacation Bible
School at Union Center will be
from June 29 - July 2 for ages 5
and up. I you have questions or
are interested in helping you may
contact Melanie Cammack.

Capitol News
May 3, 2026
by Karen Odell

There have been some beauti-
ful spring days, this week at Cap-
itol and on Tie Creek. There were
still a few snow-
flakes in the air,
early in the week,
but the moisture
was very good and
N the country looks
nice and green.

The calving is
winding down at Ronda Cord-
ell’s, but many of the old timers
would tell you, “You're not done
calving till the last cow has
calved” Ronda has had other
issues, regarding calves, than the
actual calving. On Wednesday,
Jake Reynolds found a recently
killed week-old calf near the
driveway. It was actually still
warm when she dragged it to the
barn, with the cow following. It
appeared that one coyote had
grabbed the calf up high by the
tail, (the tail had been snapped,
leaving a mere five-inch stub),
while the second attacker tore
the flank area open. The beasts
had been scared off, due to Jake
feeding, and only a small amount
of stomach area had been eaten.
The next morning at 4:45, as
Ronda was checking the cameras,
two large coyotes were sniffing
around in the calving lot south
of the barn. On Saturday, Curt,
Caden and Carsen Zolnoski
came from Rapid City. Chad and
Roudy Zolnoski, also came that
day to return a trailer and visit.
After supper, they left to go in
to Camp Crook for a birthday
party for Dana, at the Corner
Bar. Rondass last duty before bed
is to check the cameras. Low and
behold, the cows were on look-

out. When the system came
into focus, two sets of coyote
eyes could be seen. Ronda tried
getting in touch with the guys
by leaving them a message. The
boys did go out to check about,
when they got back from town,
but nothing was seen. April
fourteenth was Carsen Zol-
noski’s sixteenth birthday, so

to honor the occasion, Ronda
took the three of them to Eka-
laka, that evening, for a very
delicious supper at the Cantina.

This week began on a
much-saddened note for Ron-
da. Sophie, the last of her five
little Jack Russells, passed over
the Rainbow Bridge on April
twentieth, twelve days prior to
her seventeenth birthday. An
era is over, and what an era it
has been. The stories that can
be told of those five Jack Rus-
sell’s are endless. Angel came
over eighteen years ago. She
belonged to Ronda’s daughter,
Cristen. When Cristen began
working full-time and going to
school full-time, she asked if
Angel could stay at the ranch
with Ronda until school was
out. That’s when life without
house dogs changed. Angel
didn’t want to go back to live
in Rapid City. A planned litter
of pups was born in Ronda’s
bedroom. Cristen took two of
the four puppies. Ronda’s son
and his wife took one. Ronda
got the pick of the litter, Sophie,
but as circumstances changed,
the other three all came back
home. What joy those five gave
Ronda.

The Zolnoski’s, except for
Curt, all headed home on Sun-
day. Curt was attempting to get
a field seeded before he left.

Dick and Erma Albert made

a trip to the Hills for Erma’s
Doctor appointment, on
Wednesday. They got the sad
news that a great-niece had
passed away. On Friday, Dick
went to the Senior Citizen din-
ner. He brought home a meal
for Erma to eat later. Dick went
to mass at the Catholic Church,
on Sunday. It was a special
event for seniors, and the
members who were graduating
this year, each got a quilt. It
was also a special first commu-
nion day for a new member.
Erma watched the service on-
line at home. Dick got lunch
from Saloon Number Three. In
the afternoon, Father Lee came
to visit and had communion
for Erma at home.

Bruce and Lynn Gustafson
made a trip to Belle Fourche,
this week, and got a new win-
dow put in their pick-up. The
crack just seemed to appear,
one day, so they are not sure
how it happened. There were
some other little defects to the
window, but now the whole
thing is clear and perfect. They
went to church at Little Mis-
souri Church, on Sunday, and
there was a good crowd there
for the service.

Pete (Gordon) Anderson
went to church at the Meth-
odist Church on Sunday. After
church, Mary Tarter provided
a whole Sunday dinner for
everyone. Then there was a
church board meeting in the
afternoon.

Julia Davis made a trip to
Rapid City for her check-up
with the doctor, on Monday.
That trip always takes up a
whole day. Then on Saturday, it
was shearing day for Doug and
Julia. The All-American Sheep

Shearing crew came to shear for
them. Other helpers were Ashley
Secrest, Tate Wolff, Mackenzie
and Aislyn Buck, and Ty Moncur,
too. Grandson, Rory Davis, had
his jujitsu class in the morning,
so his family came out in the
afternoon. The calving has slowed
down, and it is a relief to have the
shearing done with.

Ernie and Rachel Melum
have been busy working cattle
and separating them to various
pastures, this week. Tommy has
nearly finished his school work
for this year,and only has to finish
up a couple of classes next week.
Tommy went to town for Hunter’
Safety Class, on Saturday and
Sunday. Ernie and Rachel met
Tommy, and went to Baker on
Sunday, for church services.

Helen Stevens came from
Ekalaka and stopped at Dorothy
Padden’s on Thursday. They both
went to Buffalo for the Senior
Tea. Kalynn Padden is a senior
this year, and she had three
great-grandmothers and two
grandmothers there for the senior
tea. What a lucky girl. On Thurs-
day, Dorothy and Bryce went to
Bowman for the Raymond and
Chris Lee bull sale.

Karen Odell got to talk to Mol-
lie and Kyia Smith, and friend Bill
Foulkes, this week. She sent her
niece, Martha Evans, some pic-
tures of Kellan’s track meet and
Kenna’s junior prom, and texted
with the whole family. On Friday,
Karen discovered that Wolfty’s, in
Camp Crook is now producing
livestock. They haven't stayed up
late to check on them, but they do
have a new batch of baby kittens.
One highlight of the week was
that Karen’s granddaughter, Kyia
Smith, was selected for the all-
state choir in Minnesota. She also

had a special part on one of the
songs for the choir concert. An-
other highlight of her week was
on Friday and Saturday, when she
got to watch grandson, Kellan
Odell, in the GPAC finals of track
and field. He attends Mount
Marty University in Yankton, and
journeyed to Fairmont, Nebras-
ka to compete in decathlon and
javelin at the NATA GPAC finals.
The ten events of the decathlon
would test the endurance of all.
Kellan won the decathlon’ javelin
finals with a throw that broke the
GPAC record. He was second in
the open javelin competition with
an even better throw, and he is
qualified for the NAIA nation-
als in Ashville, North Carolina.
Karen hopes to see those finals
on-line on May 20th, too. In
Decathlon, Kellan placed eighth
after competing in all ten events,
making it on the podium and
earning himself a medal in that,
too. His last event was a race and
he was mighty tired, by then, after
pole vault, shot, high jump, hur-
dles, and all the other ten events,
but his win in javelin helped,
and all he had to do was finish
that last race to ensure earning
his medal. It was almost as hard
on the parents and grandparents
who watched, and this grandma
would not like to try it. He was
against some great runners, but
he did cross that finish line, and
no one even worried about his
time as long as he just finished. It
was a few fun days, and Karen is
so glad that she could watch on
the internet. She even saw Cody,
Kylie, and Carson in the stands.
Why is it that all disgraced
politicians write a book?

PRESSED BETWEEN THE PAGES

| “Wheels, Keys and Freedom”

by DeAnn (Wolkow)

Kruempel

“Don’t lose

me wonder if that metal key with
the butterfly handle came with
stories about my siblings. The
key was attached to a string of
red yarn and hung from a nail in
what we called the porch, which
was basically the entry.

The key was the secret
to a whole new set of experienc-
es on wheels—the steel wheels
of roller skates. Ours, which
were handed down through my
siblings, clamped onto shoes and
could be adjusted in length. The
key was made to adjust the metal
clasps that curved up on each
side of the front and held the
toe in place, and to tighten the
nut underneath that locked the
two metal foot plates together.
The back of our shoes butted
against a “heel” which had slots
for leather straps that buckled in
front of the ankles.

I sat outside on the
wooden stoop. Stepping each
shoe onto its metal platform,

I pressed the ends together,
then used the key to tighten
the hexagonal nut that held the
two plates in place. Satisfied
that the skates were firmly
attached to my shoes, I buckled
the straps and stood up. In
spite of much arm flapping and
breath holding, I still had to
pick myself up and dust myself
off a few times. Eventually I
caught on and learned to keep
the wheels under my feet. The
three yards of cement side-
walk provided barely enough
runway to get started before
having to turn around. The
wooden surface of the stoop
provided a whole new experi-
ence; the wheels turned faster
and the “clunks” thumped
louder with each skating step.
Deciding I needed more space,
I clunked up to the front door
and did a roll/walk/teeter step
into the house.

“Momn, is it ok if
I go down to the basement

and skate?” Mom was likely
envisioning me crashing into
her jars of garden produce that
lined the basement walls. She
told me to be careful. Never
did it occur to me to remove
those skates going down the
wooden steps or even to tight-
en them with the key. I simply
butt-scooted down.

As often happens in
life, great expectations turn to
disappointment. The cement
was rough down there. And
the steps divided the room,

on what matters most.

sp od and adva

COMMON SENSE LEADERSHIP.

PROVEN RESULTS.

Ryan Maher is getting things done for our state
by cutting waste, finding efficiencies, and focusing

EFFECTIVE LEADER
Assistant Majerity Leader & Majority Whip
delivering resuits for our communities.

GETS THINGS ACCOMPLISHED

so I had to slow down and totter
around them. Already-scraped
knees got me back up the steps,
though one skate flopped off its
shoe and crashed along behind
me.

Back outside, I removed
the skates and sat on the stoop,
chin in hands feeling sorry for
myself. After what seemed like
forever, Dad came through the
yard gate. He took in his little
girl’s skinned knees and roller
skates lying on the ground, one
splayed to Big Foot size.

“If you sweep out the
corn crib you can skate in there”

Suddenly, a whole new
world opened. I spent many

i E e

d legislation that
makes a real difference.

FISCAL CONSERVATIVE
Committed to lower taxes, responsible spanding,
and strong accountability.,

ROOTING OUT WASTE & FINDING EFFICIENCIES
Standing up to government waste and working
smarter for taxpayers.

 VOTE JUNE 2

Paid for by Ryan Maher for State Senate

afternoons that summer gliding
(Ok, maybe lurching) back and
forth in the corn crib, skate key
swaying back and forth around
my neck. I still crashed a few
times. I still neglected to adjust
the key-tightening places and
ended up dragging one skate
behind me when it fell off.

The side door closed down
behind me, giving me my own
private space. The open-spaced
red boards allowed the South Da-
kota breeze inside. I felt free and
independent. Ihad wheels. What
more could a kid ask for? And I
didn’t even lose the key!

B

STRONG LEADERSHIP.
SMART SOLUTIONS.
A BETTER SOUTH DAKOTA.

PAIN & MOVEMENT

511 National St. #1011

605-723-0185

SUBSCRIBE TO THE BEACON $52
www.bellefourchebeacon.com
PO Box 576 Belle Fourche, SD 57717
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“Our South Dakota”

Meg English

news@bellefourchebeacon.com

I’'m a bit
chuffed.
One of
my poems
has been
selected to
" appear in
' arecently
* released
poetry anthology, Our South
Dakota published by Scurfpea
Publishing in Sioux Falls.
It’s available on Amazon
and affordably priced at $15.
Scurfpea Publishing founded
by poet Steve Boint. Since its
founding in 2010, Scurfpea
Publishing has supported
regional poets through the
publication of an annual
volume of poetry. They publish
other works as well.

Although I’'m very proud

to be among a cadre of
accomplished poets statewide
whose work has been chosen
for inclusion in Our South
Dakota, I’'m especially
proud that seven of these
poets are active members of
the Belle Fourche Writers
Congratulations (in alphabetical

order) Margaret Bolte, Lynda
Edwards, Meg English (ME,
myself), Jean Helmer, Angela
Hastings, Holly Mosely and
Bruce Roseland.

The Our South Dakota
project was initiated by Bruce
Roseland, who is also the
current Poet Laureate of our
state

Our South Dakota is a
collection of poetic impressions
inspired by poets with South
Dakota connection. Editors
were Steve Boint, Bruce
Roseland, and Geri Gutwein.

In this collection, memories,
paradoxically mundane and
sublime, are presented before
a backdrop of timeless South
Dakota weather and landscapes.

Belle Fourche is well
represented by poets in the
Our South Dakota collection
and to some extent subject
matter. My contribution to Our
South Dakota is a poem titled
‘Stalking Wild Asparagus’.
The poem is very specifically
a Belle Fourche story
about a friendship, culinary
appreciation, foraging for wild
foods, and horticulture prowess,
all along the Belle Fourche

—
-
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WHAT IS ASPARAGUS?
Asparagus is a long, green vegetable with

pointy tips. It's the first vegetable to grow
in the spring, often called a spring
vegetable. Asparagus can be green, purple,
or white!

HOW DOES ASPARAGUS GROW?

M | Asparagus grows from the ground in long,
HEALTH BENEFITS OF ASPARAGUS thin stalks. It starts out as a tiny shoot

Asparagus is full of vitamins
A, C, and K. It contains Fiber
and Potassium.

Portion Size

Arrarart Pt Fuctiss

Calories

Total Fat 0.25
Saturand Fa 0 1y
Sodium 2 Tmg
Dintary Fionr 2.0y
ENTiE
Protein 3g

Wiamin 0 0mog

Tty

HOW DO YOU KNOW IF
ASPARAGUS IS HAVING A

Total Carbohydrate & 2y

ity 0 1) Ky o T
TRATGN 48 Ty O o0 CONERRD 12 iy

called a spear that grows taller each day. It
can grow super fast—up to 10 inches in one
day in the right conditions!

_Nutrition Facty_] ,‘9‘6"‘)

27

6%

River.

The poem is about how my
friend Nancy Wesseling and 1
shared our interest in foraging
for wild edibles by stalking
the banks of the Belle Fourche
River for wild asparagus in
May and June every spring over
a period of several seasons.

We had many favorite hunting
grounds.

Forging for wild food is a
favorite pastime for me inspired
by my grandmother Nellie
when [ was small enough
to have be at eye level with
tall prairie grass. Walking
thorough the grass in spring
with my grandmother I was
amazed to discover the coveted
and camouflaged thin green
asparagus tips. It was easier
to find them then when I was
closer to the ground and did
not rely on bifocals. Searching
for wild asparagus with my
grandmother was an experience
that inspired a lifelong
appreciation of cuisine and
nature. As it is, my dedication
to the discovery of wild
edibles has only become more
pronounced.

Hunting for wild asparagus
is a celebration of spring, and
I want to remind my friend
Nancy that the season of
stalking wild asparagus time in
Belle Fourche is upon us. The
season begins sometime in May,
possibly April, given global
warming and extends through
June.

Wed. May 6, 2026
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Wild asparagus season is
upon on in South Dakota. Little
shoots are springing up along
fence lines, roadside ditches
under cottonwoods and along
the banks of the Belle Fourche
River.

Asparagus is common in
western South Dakota. The
tender stalks are nutritious and
often considered a delicacy.

Wild asparagus can be found
by searching for dried stalk
remnants of last year’s stalks.
New stalks are likely to be
sprouting from the base of
the old stalks. There is some
varying advice on how to cut
the stalks. The stalks are said
to grow back throughout the
season if harvested with a knife
cutting close to the base rather
than snapping them off. Nancy
tried hard to teach me this
technique.

There is, of course some
competition among stalkers of
asparagus and it’s advisable
to go early, and to follow
the protocol for harvesting.

Be kind, thoughtful, and
respectful of fellow stalkers.
The walking path along the
Belle Fourche riverfront at the
Beautiful Fork is especially
timely for connoisseurs of wild
asparagus. [ miss my friend,
Nancy Wesseling and our
annual asparagus hunting ritual.
Sometimes a poem says it all.

Stalking Wild Asparagus

At the very center of the
nation.

in early summer

Nancy and I

graze the river path

Beside the Beautiful Fork

seeking sweet shoots of

wild asparagus.

Asparagus is elusive,

We search carefully

Watch closely

part the brom grass, the thistle

A serious occupation.

Stalkers

Stalking stalks

With a plastic knife

I snap the stalk, make a jagged
break

Nancy is more methodical.

the plastic knife must slice the
stalk

cleanly level with the earth.

Nancy’s way is better,

I agree, shrug but go back to
my old ways.

Larry will have fresh
asparagus for supper either way
Treasured stalks and stalkers

We carry a bundle home
Stalkers of stalks

With a plastic knife
Richer and nourished too.
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Belle Fourche Beacon
‘Happenings’ and News
Bytes Calendar

The Beacon Happemngs Calendar s public service listmg
of mectmyss, events, and things to do n and areund Belle

Fourche. Happenings announcements may be sent to:

[Belle Fourche Writers

at the Belle Fourche Public Library.

\Belle Fourche Recreation Center

org 605-892-2467

Classes

Belle Fourche Writers May meeting schedule: The Monday editing meeting is Monday, May 4, from 2-4 PM. The
regular May meeting is Saturday, May 23 from 10 AM to Noon. All writers are invited to attend! Meetings are held

INotes from Belle Fourche Rec Center Aquatics Manager: As always, please reach out of you have any questions,
comments, or concerns! My email is listed below as well as the Rec Center front desk number collin@bellefourche.

Water-walking - This class is held every Monday, Wednesday, and Friday from 7:30 - 8:15 am. This class involves
walking in waist-deep to chest-deep water. Water resistance provides a low-impact, full-body workout that strength-
ens the core while also improving cardiovascular health.

\Silver Splash - This class is held every Tuesday and Thursday from 11:30 - 12:15 pm. Silver Splash is part of our
Silver Sneakers program. It involves a series of low-impact workouts with specially designed Boogie Boards. This
class is great for core strengthening and for cardiovascular health.

I quafit - We will hold Aquafit every Monday and Wednesday night from 6:30 - 7:15 pm. This class is higher inten-
sity than what we currently offer. The workouts all involve using either dumbbells or foam weights. The class is de-
signed to target multiple different muscle groups while also strengthening your core. 605-892-2467 bellefourcherec.
com

Tri-State Museum

Tri-State Museum opens Rocks and Minerals mini exhibit

The Tri-State Museum and Visitor Center mini exhibit entitled, “Rocks and Minerals,” is now open. The exhibit
will be in the Visitor Center and include rocks and minerals to examine, storyboards, photos, geologic equipment, a
microscope, books and guides, a touchscreen quiz and a take-home workbook on the subject for young people.
There is no charge to enter the museum or see this mini exhibit which is up until June 12.

The Tri-State is located at 415 Fifth Avenue in Belle Fourche. It can be reached by calling 605-723-1200.

The Tri-State Museum created some new exhibits and refreshed some older ones. The changes occur in the mer-
cantile and a new “transportation” exhibit in the center of the museum.

In the mercantile, the case that has exhibited dolls features a new collection of 12 dolls from the museum’s extensive
Millicent Henderson collection. These new dolls are from the 1940s-1980s and include a Madame Alexander doll, a
Romanian doll and a distinctive burlap doll of Central American origin.

Our
South Dakota

an anthology of verse

You are invited to join us for a meaningful and inspiring event in honor of National Mental Health Awareness
IMonth. IN YOUR CORNER. “Every mind matters. Every life counts.”

[We are honored to welcome Nick Draine, a boxing coach, youth mentor, and community advocate, who will share
his personal journey through mental health struggles and how he found purpose in mentoring youth and support-

ing others in the Sturgis community. His story is one of resilience, hope, and the power of having someone in your
corner.

\Event Details: Wednesday, May 6; 12:00 PM (Noon); 1428 Short Track Rd, Sturgis, SD; Lunch will be provided
This event is an opportunity to raise awareness, reduce stigma, and remind our community that support and connec-
tion can make all the difference. We encourage community members, youth, families, educators, and professionals to
attend and be part of this important conversation.

Please feel free to share this invitation with others who may benefit from attending.

'We hope you can join us for this impactful event as we come together to support mental health awareness.

edited by
Bruce Roseland
Geri Mendoza Gutwein
Steve Boint

WEATHER HAT CO.

Custom and Handcrafted Hats
EST. 1912
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DAKOTA SCOUT

The Dakota Scout is a South Dakota owned, sourced and printed independent operation co-founded by Ellis and Sneve. Together, they
have more than 30 years of combined experience in South Dakota journalism that have earned them reputations as dogged reporters who've
not lost touch with their neighbors’ sensibilities. Be in the Know! Wiy /)

Stay on top of what’s happening at the state Capitol in Pierre and around the state with breaking news, investigative reporting and a con- 1. AR ( 28 1
stant drumbeat of information about the world around you. www.thedakotascout.com - www.facebook.com/TheDakotaScout Jonathan Ellis & Joe Sneve
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Rhoden, Hansen, Johnson, Doeden dig in
as runoff chances grow for South Dakota

An escalating barrage of
campaign ads signals a volatile
finish in South Dakota’s
Republican primary for
governor — and the prospects of
a potentially historic outcome.

While Congressman Dusty
Johnson continues to hold
the front-runner title in the
race, the candidacies of
Gov. Larry Rhoden, House
Speaker Jon Hansen and
Aberdeen businessman Toby
Doeden in the June 2 primary
remain viable. Uncertain and
conflicting polling has odds
of a runoff election as a real
possibility.

Campaign spending and the
political blitz flooding South
Dakota’s airways will intensify
too.

“One might also expect
endorsements from people
the candidate trusts and for
whom the voters will attribute
a credible endorsement,”
said Michael Card, a retired
political science professor who
spent more than three decades
teaching at the University of
South Dakota.

Though crowded fields are
not uncommon, no victorious
gubernatorial candidate in
modern South Dakota politics
ever failed to earn the 35
percent of party voters’ support
necessary to advance to the
November ballot.

Even a five-candidate GOP
primary contest in 2010 avoided
a runoff. That’s when then-Lt.
Gov. Dennis Daugaard easily
won with 50 percent of the
vote, avoiding a runoff election
with the second-place finisher
— Brookings lawmaker Scott
Munsterman.

Polling of likely Republican
voters in this year’s race
shows a much more fractured
electorate, and they signal the
potential for a historic outcome.

GOP

Card, now a professor
emeritus, says he expects the
final weeks to feature more
negative campaigning from
the three candidates who have
trailed Johnson in publicly
released polls.

Card said the governor’s race
will drive Republican turnout,
as well as municipal and school
board races now being paired
with the statewide primary.

But he doesn’t anticipate the
legislative change in election
scheduling for city and school
districts will affect partisan
contests like the governor’s
race. The professor predicts a
“roll oft” for voters uninterested
in local government, and
contests for city and school
board seats will continue to see
lower turnout than statewide
races.

“This will be an imperfect
test of the hypothesis that
lumping elections together
will increase turnout,” he
said, saying Democrats and
unaffiliated voters are still
likely to stay home on Election
Day because they do not have
partisan primary contests to cast
votes in.

The Sprint

For the four men battling in
the GOP primary for the party
nomination to be governor, it’s
only Republican voters they
need to court leading up to June
2.

And during their third and
final debate Monday, April
27 — hosted by The Dakota
Scout and broadcast by Sioux
Falls Live from the Washington
Pavilion in downtown Sioux
Falls — the candidates sold
themselves as the best vessel to
ensure a conservative runs the
state for the next four years.

Hansen, an attorney and
veteran lawmaker from
Dell Rapids, warned the

wrong choice would have
consequences.

“You remember when
Colorado was a red state? Then
it slipped to purple. And now
it’s just as blue as any other
blue state in the Union,” he
said. “I don’t want that for
South Dakota. But if we choose
the wrong candidate in this
election, that’s exactly the path
we’re going down.”

The abortion opponent also
highlighted his street cred with
social conservatives, telling
voters that if they send him to
the governor’s mansion, they
would be electing a governor
“rooted in Biblical truth and
conservative Republican
principles.”

Rhoden, who took over as
governor when Kristi Noem
was nominated to be secretary
of Homeland Security,
reminded voters that he was
the only one on the stage who
had served in the office. The
Union Center rancher and
longtime legislator pointed to
his successes at shepherding
property tax relief and a new
men’s prison through the
Legislature.

Rhoden also contrasted his
background with those of his
opponents. He was the only one
on stage who had made a living
in agriculture. And he was the
only one who had served his
country in the military.

“And that’s important to
me — and it’s significant in
my heart — because one of
the most distinct honors of
being governor is being the
commander in chief of the
South Dakota National Guard,”
he said, noting that he was the
first governor to have served
in the South Dakota National
Guard since World War II hero
Joe Foss.
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Candidate for SD House
.}_ of Representatives - 28B

HEaD: MATTHEW WATTIEr | ASSTS: BIITTANY CLArkson, SaManTHa COMES, KYLE GrasLie & KYLE HaxTon

DATE MEET SITE TIME

3/26 — Thursday Newcastle Invite * Away 9:00 am

4/2 — Thursday Early Bird Invite (Sturgis) » Away 9:00 am

4/7 — Tuesday Douglas Early Bird Invite (Box Elder) Away 9:00 am

4/10 - Friday Queen City Invite (Spearfish) Away 9:00 am

4/14 — Tuesday Spearfish JV Invite * Away 11:00 am HEQD: Sarau THOMPSON | ASSTS: BrODY BENSON, Lars buNavant, KarLee GUSS0 & JIM MarTin

4/16 — Thursday Track O’'Rama (O'Harra) » Away 9:00 am DATE OPPONENT SITE Start Time

4/18 - Saturday Center of the Nation Invite (Belle) Home 8:00 am 3/31 - Tuesday Douglas (Box Elder) Invite Away 9:00 am

4/21 - Tuesday Rapid City JV Invite (O’Harra) Away 11:00 am 4/7 - Tuesday Sturgis Quad Away 1:00 pm

4/23 — Thursday Custer Invite Away 9:00 am 4/11 - Saturday ~ Spearfish Invite Away 9:00 am

4/28 - Tuesday Northern Hills Invite (Belle) Home 8:00 am 4/17 - Friday Belle Fourche Invite Home 9:00 am
10:30 am CST 4/21 - Tuesday Custer Invite Away TBD

5/1-2 - Friday / Saturday Howard Wood Relays (Sioux Falls) Away 9:00 am CST 4/24 - Friday Lead-Deadwood Invite * Away Cancelled

5/5 — Tuesday IV Invite (Sturgis) Away 10:00 am 5/2 — Saturday Jeff Smit Invite — Sturgis Away 8:00 am

5/9 — Saturday Black Hills Classic Invite (Sturgis) Away 8:00 am 5/5 - Tuesday West River Invite — Rapid — Sioux Park Away 8:00 am

5/12 - Tuesday Mountain West Invite (Lead) Away 10:00 am 5/8 — Friday Black Hills Conference Invite (Spearfish) Away 9:00 am

5/14 — Thursday Black Hills Conference Invite (Custer) Away 9:00 am Bold @ Belle Fourche ~ Denotes Update on 3/18/26

5/19 - Tuesday Last Chance Invite (Rapid City — O'Harra) Away 9:00 am

5/28-30 State A - Sioux Falls Away TBA

Bold @ Belle Fourche |

Red - Playoff / State |

~ Denotes Update on 1/14/2026
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April 28, 2026 @ 4:30 P.M.
City of Belle Fourche

City Hall - 511 6" Avenue
Belle Fourche, SD 57717

Minutes for the City of Belle Fourche
Tuesday, April 28, 2026
511 6" Ave Belle Fourche, SD 57717

The Common Council of the City of Belle Fourche met in Special Session for orientation with Mayor Randy D. Schmidt
presiding.

Members present were:

First Ward Council Members: John Fyffe and Kristal Steeves
Second Ward Council Members: Geno Pesicka

Third Ward Council Members: Dean Brunner and Vern Hintz
Fourth Ward Council Members: Tricia Fowler and Bob Somervold

Absent: Clark Sowers

Also present: City Attorney Kellen Willert, City Administrator Jason LaFayette, Police Chief Ryan Cherveny, City Engineer
Brent Hardy, Public Works Director Ryan Stedillie, Finance Officer Wayne Tonsager, Rec Center Director Jody Westberg,
Museum & Visitor Center Director Kristi Thielen, Library Director Wanda Nelson, Library Director Josh Abraham, Code
Enforcement Clint Haffner, Resource Manager Gina Carpenter, Operations Manager Patty Penrose

AGENDA
1. The meeting was opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.

2. A quorum of Council Members may be present for this training. This is an informational meeting with no City Council L
action to be taken. Er ﬂr m m
3. Motion Brunner, second Fyffe to adopt the agenda as presented. Motion carried. WE meﬁ EW

4. Community Input — This section of the agenda permits a person to make comments regarding public business. Each
speaker is allowed a maximum of three (3) minutes.

 peparimert Head ireductons Bundle & Save Money With Owr
Each department head provided a brief introduction and outlined the responsibilities of their respective department. EF
- -

e Discussed Conducting the Public’s Business in Public pamphlet.

e Laws Pertaining to Municipalities and Elected Officials.

7. Motion Hintz, second Fowler to adjourn at 6:33 P.M. Motion carried. - m m-ﬂlm “ﬂth noa ﬁ ﬂi‘d
wehicieipersomal Inan)

* |nlevest-only payenenis durisg the consinecin n plase

Randy D. Schmidt, Mayor = Quick, bcal decisions on peaples who e heae toa

= Exxrlienl perenral serviee from shart o fach

Attest: Published once at the approx. cost of m _ ﬂ ﬂ m ﬁ m m‘m
Wayne Tonsager, Finance Officer w' 3 E cr :r'
I your Corsinucion Loan ol at

r - ]

Approved

SHAYNA AGER

Cosmetologist

D ard e al - e - iyl — . -
i . - P Ko m-pe ., v

JOB OPPORTUNITY ANNOUNCEMENT

BUTTE COUNTY HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT

The Butte County Highway Department currently has an opening for a full-time Highway Crew
Maintenance Worker. Great wage starting at 23.82/hour and excellent benefit package. No matter
the weather- guaranteed work.

This person will be required to operate light highway equipment and perform maintenance on signs
and cattle guards. Some heavy lifting is required. Job duties include working outdoors in inclement
weather. CDL is a plus but not required. Other duties exclusive to the position will also be assigned
and required.

Itis essential to be able to pass a background check and pre-employment drug test prior to
employment.

Application may be acquired between 8:00 AM and 4:00 PM at the Butte County Highway
Administration office located at 117 5" Avenue, Belle Fourche, SD. An application can be requested
by calling 605-892-4414.

Please send resume and application to:

Butte Co Hwy Dept.

% Dwayne Heidrich

117 5" Ave

Belle Fourche, SD 57717

P The position will remain open until it is filled.

3 f U Butte County is an equal opportunity, affirmative action employer.
| Ny AaAn! AMERICA'S 250TH
= | B o R
L j.. =W =

| > $Tem e
4 - Help Support Local News!

SUBSCRIBE TO THE BEACON

www.bellefourchebeacon.com
PO Box 576, Belle Fourche, SD 57717

Your Consideration is Appreciated!
South Dakota Historical Society History Conference

June 1-3, 2026 - Fort Pierre, SD

You Can ALWAY'S
Count on Sam to Protect
Your Property Rights.

Paid for by Marty for SD

SD SENATE DISTRICT 28

PEARSON

BLOCK
HOUS

PEARSON
BLOCK

CANDY SHOP

(RN

VINTAGE AND MODERM

STATE STREET - BELLE FOURCHE - SD

PEARSONBLOCK.COM
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Serving Newell, Vale and Nisland Communitics

NVN Center Holds Successful May Day Tea Fundraiser

Robbi Longbrake
news@bellefourchebeacon.com

NEWELL—A May Day
Tea party reminiscent of a
high society afternoon tea was
held May 1 at the Newell Vale
Nisland Senior Center, where
spring colors and a fancy tea
service set the scene.

A modest fundraising idea
turned into a fabulous party.
Ladies were dressed in spring
outfits, and some wore fancy
hats. “My big thank you goes
to Patty (Karas) and Wendy
(Stone), they took a simple
little idea of how can we raise
money for the senior center,
and they came up with this
ravishing May Day Tea,” said
Marg Adams, president. She
went on to give a history of
May Day and the importance
of celebrating it. “So we
encourage you to just sit back,
relax, enjoy and be yourself at
our May Day Celebration,” she
said.

The exclusive event was
by invitation only and was
not advertised. Tickets to the
event were $20. “By word of
mouth—we didn’t advertise, a
lot of the ladies from the center
invited friends, and then just
word of mouth,” explained
Patty Karas, NVN member. “It
was our first try, so we didn’t
want it to be so overwhelming.
We didn’t know really how to
plan it so we wanted to keep it
to a minimum, and we figured
if we made it invitation only,
that we be able to plan it a little
easier.”

The invitations were a hit,
and all available tickets sold
out, bringing a total of 34 ladies
together for the tea party.

The NVN Senior Center was
decorated with bright spring
colors and transformed into a
spring garden. “I think they
were tickled with the way the
hall looked—we didn’t want
it to look like a senior center,
we wanted it to look different,”
shared Karas.

White table linens covered
round tables, and each table was
decorated with china tea cups
and saucers. There was a host
in charge of each table. “We
had seven hosts that were going
around and serving tea, making

AL

Tina Bertolotto serves tea to her table. Longbrake photo

sure the plates were filled, and
instructing them as to what we
had for raffles,” said Karas.

Each table had beautiful
centerpieces of real flowers
donated by Joyful Blooms
Flower Farm. At the end of the
event, a lucky winner sitting
at each table got to take home
the fresh flowers. “One person
at each table had a sticker
underneath her saucer, and that
person won the centerpiece,
so they got to take that home,”
said Karas. “And we also had
antique hankies on the table
that were folded together with a
little band, and they got to take
those home t00.”

Pandy Pittman with the Quilt
Bank donated fabric bundles
to each attendee. All of the tea

cups and saucers were available
to purchase for $5. And it
wouldn’t be a May Day event if
the NVN Senior Center didn’t
provide everyone with a May
Day basket to take home.

A spring photo backdrop was
created for each lady to have her
picture taken to memorialize the
event. “They all got to try on a
different Kentucky Derby hat
and take their picture there—
everyone seemed to be having
fun,” shared Karas.

There were several raffles,
including one by Connie Snow,
who donated a $60 portrait
sitting fee.

There were two vendors on
site that sent everyone home
with samples. “So with our
vendors, we had Mia with

Onzell Herbs, from Rapid
City—she brought her loose
leaf tea, and each one of our
guests were given a tea bag of
their choice, explained Karas.
“And then we had Tammy from
DeslJarlais Farms of Sturgis, and
they got to have a honey straw
from her. So that was kind of
fun!”

The May Day Tea was a
fundraiser to help fund projects
at the NVN Senior Center. They
came close to reaching their
goal of raising $1,000. Karas
said, “we’ve done quite a bit of
work so far, but there’s always
something else to do.”

They are now working on
replacing gutters, installing
clips on the roof for the snow,
and building a seating area

outside. “A lot of people walk
in this town... and it’s nice to
have a little bench for them to
sit on and just visit and enjoy
their day. So we are going to
be putting that alongside of
the hall, along with a little free
library,” shared Karas.

Make sure to stop by the
NVN Center on May 9 from 1
p-m. to 3 p.m. for a Mother’s
Day Open House and see all
of the renovations and changes
to the building. “Anyone and
everyone is welcome to come.
We’ll be setting up similar
to what we had for the May
Day Tea party, but it’s going
to be open to the public so
they can come in and just see
what we’ve accomplished,”
explained Karas.

Photos Contd. D4

She Can Do It

Betty Bruner
news@bellefourchebeacon.com

NEWELL—A Junior at NHS
believes she can follow her
dreams and has set her goal on
attending the National Youth
Leadership Forum on National
Security in Washington, DC
this summer. The forum is set
for July 5-12 at Georgetown
University. Bailey Takes The
Gun was nominated by a
teacher, counselor, or through
academic talent surveys. Bailey
doesn’t know who nominated
her, but is ready to attend the
forum.

She received the invitation to
the National Youth Leadership
Forum (NYLF) the last week
of April and needs to raise over
$4,000 by May 20 to attend.
NYLF is a tuition-based summer
enrichment program open to
many students.

Bailey has high goals
including learning sign
language, Korean, and maybe
becoming a traveling culinary
chef. She loves electronics,
science, and computers. Already
with a long list of places she has
traveled to, Bailey is looking
forward to seeing more of the
world.

Haley Garner, Bailey’s mom,
knows she can go places and
she’ll do whatever she sets her
mind to do.

Haley and Roxie Castillo
will be accompanying Bailey
on the trip to Washington. The
threesome will be staying with a

host family.

The $4,000 may seem like
an insurmountable amount, but
Bailey is sure “I can do it!” and
is asking community members
to join in her dream. There
will be donation containers on
display around the NVN area-
BJ’s Conoco, First National
Bank, and other areas. Haley
said that there will be some
Tribal assistance, also.

Here is an opportunity to
encourage a young student to
reach higher and bring back
lasting memories to share.

The sample schedule includes
a myriad of learning forums and
adventures. On the second day
the keynote speaker is Jonna
Mendez, a former Chief of
Disguise for the CIA. There will
also be a focus on launching
a professional network and
hearing from a representative
from the US Department of
State.

Day Three is a day of
exploration hearing from
the Department of State, US
Naval Academy, Department
of Homeland Security, and the
Korean Center.

Day Four is the Day of
Defense, Day Five a Day of
Intelligence, Day Six National
Security in Action and Day
Seven a Day of Reflection and
Remembrance.

Bailey will be going to the
National Cemetery, National
Mall, and hearing keynote
speakers from several areas of

national security.

Since 1992, the National
Youth Leadership Forum:
National Security has been
hosted by Envision by
WorldStrides, a nonpartisan
educational organization.

During the eight days in
Washington, DC, students test
their judgment in the face of
crisis and opposing views; hear
from Internationally respected
civilian policy-makers,
military officers, members of
the intelligence community,
National Cemetery, the US
State Department, a foreign
embassy, or the US Department
of Homeland Security.

The program is a college-level
experiences and students may
earn college credit.

Look for donation containers
throughout the NVN area and
help a student “Follow Her
Dreams!”

Bailey Takes The Gun is dreaming to attend the National Youth
Leadership Forum on National Security. Bruner photo
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Betty Olson
news@bellefourchebeacon.com
Amanda and Taz had several
of us down for supper at their

house last Sunday evening
to celebrate the twin’s 3rd
birthday. Julie Ulberg, Great
Grandma Louise Jenson, Ron
and Starla Jesnon, Reub and
me, and Jace, Kami Jenson
and their little boys Keen and
Kage all came to help Scout
and Shylo celebrate their
birthday that was on the next
day.

It was cold and windy when
we got up Monday morning
with a lot of snow on the
ground with even some rain.
Our great grandson Trace
Klug and the twin’s birthday
was that day and Trace turned
10 years old. The snow had
melted by that afternoon and
it had left enough mud on the
road to the highway that | put
the pickup in 4-wheel drive to
get to the highway when we
went to Buffalo that evening
for the grade school concert
and kindergarten graduation
at the school house. Little
River Lu graduated from

April 27, 1916

The new fire bell
purchased by the Fire Company
arrived last week but has not
been placed on the tower for the
reason that the structure was
thought not strong enough to
hold it, the bell weighing close
to half a ton. The matter was
taken up at the meeting of the
Company, and the erection of
the bell will be deferred until the
town board has looked up the
proposition of strengthening the
tower. At any rate we have a
fine fire alarm that can be heard
more than a block away with the
doors shut.

The Fruitdale Pioneer
newspaper is again under the
guidance of T. J. Melvin, A. C.
Sheppard having up and left
without notice. The Pioneer was
established a little over 2 years
ago by Mr. Melvin and has had
a very successful run.

If you are troubled with
onion flavor in your cream, stop
at the LaBelle Cream Station
and they will give you instruc-
tions on how to rid yourself of
this trouble. Remember onion
flavored cream brings less than
first class cream. Drop in the
next time you are in town.

April 29, 1926

When Peter Minten-
er Lumber Company finishes
screening your home or place of
business, no flies need to apply
for admittance. Your choice of
several different screen finishes
is available.

High School Superintendent
and Mrs. P. O. Hanson of Newell
took a pleasure trip on Sunday
to the Slim Buttes Battlefield in
Harding County. They report a
very pleasant journey going up
by way of Hoover and return-
ing through Buffalo, Redig and
Castle Rock.

Mrs. Magdalena Schoepp, for-
mer Newell farmer, now of Hot

Grand River Roundup

kindergarten with her class of
19 cute kids. Kelcee Vroman
did a great job of having the
grade school kids entertain us
with their concert.

There was another ZOOM
call Tuesday evening with
the SDPRLCA property rights
scorecard.

Reub and | went to Hettinger
Wednesday morning for my
physical therapy with Cole
Miller. We ate lunch at the
American Legion and had
coffee in Reeder on the way
home with the Prairie Pio-
neers. My sciatic nerve was
making my right leg so painful
that night that | had to sleep in
my recliner with my feet up.

Missy invited me to go up to
South Heart with her Thurs-
day afternoon so we could
attend her grandson Trace
Klug’s concert that evening.
Missy stopped at a Dollar
store in New England to pick
up some pizzas to take up
there for supper before the
concert and we all ate at Matt
and Lanie’s house before we
went to that very entertaining
concert. We also celebrated

“Looking Forward to our Past”

Springs, has offered for sale at
$5 per acre, 960 acres, 11 miles
northeast of Newell, half cash,
and balance in 5 years’ time at
6%. Contact Mrs. Schoepp at
810 B. Street, Hot Springs, So
Dak.

There have been quite a few
grass fires around the neighbor-
hood, due to dry weather and
some necessary bonfires. Some
of them have done no damage
while others had to be watched
and kept within bounds by plow-
ing around them.

April 30, 1936

Einard Moutka, local
agent for the Swedish American
Steam Ship Lines, reports the
sale of tickets to 2 families for
passage to Sweden. Mr. & Mrs.
Albin Anderson will sail from
New York on May 16th and Mr.
& Mrs. O. A. Peterson and son
will leave New York on June 4th.

Don't fail to see “Fang &
Claw”, another of the famous
Frank Buck animal pictures at
the Arcade Theater on Friday,
May 1st. Frank Buck is the
world-famous explorer, and his
animal pictures are actually
taken in the jungles where these
wild animals roam. Authentic
and thrilling, every inch of the
picture.

Mr. & Mrs. C. R. Holtry
and daughter Patricia Ann
made a business trip Saturday
to Nisland, Belle Fourche and
Spearfish. Nina Holtry, a student
at Spearfish Normal returned to
Vale with them to visit over the
weekend. The Hamburger Inn,
formerly owned by L. E. Burger
has been purchased by the
Holtry family. The Inn is closed
this week for redecoration and
repairs.

April 25, 1946
Mrs. Ernest Kent and
Mrs. Jess Geers, Vale, present-
ed a comedy pantomime “Song
of the Plow” at the District meet-

Trace’s 10th birthday that was
on Monday, the same day as
the Scout and Shylo’s birth-
day.

There is another death to re-
port: Paul Merlyn Bishop, 91,
of Cleveland, TN, and former-
ly from Bison, went to be with
the Lord on Sunday, April 26,
at his home, surrounded by
his children. A Remembrance
of Life service was held Fri-
day, May 1, at the Jim Rush
Funeral Home in Cleveland,
Tennessee.

These guys branded another
big bunch of calves Friday
morning with Missy and
Amanda and the kids helping.
With my right leg hurting so
bad, | stayed at the house and
just took care of my chickens
because that was as far as |
could travel.

| went to Bison to the Com-
munity & Family Extension
Leaders (CFEL) meeting
at the American Legion on
Saturday after | was invited
to speak about the history of
this area. John Lopez spoke
before lunch about his metal
sculptures that he has built
at the old Kokomo building
in Lemmon and has taken
them all over the world. That
was really interesting and he
showed pictures of some of
the beautiful sculptures that
he makes out of pieces of
metal junk. He also brought
some of the books he had
written with pictures of some
of his metal sculptures.

| spoke Saturday afternoon
about how South Dakota be-

Then and Now in Newell

by Linda Velder

ing of area Extension Clubs last
Thursday at Belle Fourche.

South Dakota’s Veter-
ans will be able to take flying
lessons under the Educational
Provisions of the G. E. Bill
of Rights, according to L. V.
Hanson, Secretary of the State
Aeronautics Commission, who
said this week that as soon as
plans for standardizing curricu-
lum, flight schools and prices for
instructions have been com-
pleted, the program will go into
effect. At a meeting in Pierre last
week approximately 50 airport
operators formed on organiza-
tion to assist State and Federal
Departments in planning the
program, of which Newell Mu-
nicipal is qualified.

Henry Ypparila was a
visitor in Lead Thursday. He
and Mrs. Ypparila returned
Wednesday from a West Coast
tour, including the Bay Cities
of Oakland, San Francisco and
Berkeley. Where they visited
several former Newell and Lead
friends.

May 3, 1956

A second work session

by City Foreman Lyman Bruce’s
Rake Brigade of young Newell
softball players, postponed be-
cause of the weather from last
Saturday, has been resched-
uled for this Saturday, May 5th.
Bruce requests that the boys
who are receiving shirts and
caps for their efforts report with
necessary implements at the
baseball park in the east part of
town at 8:00 AM.

Newell will be represent-
ed by the Newell High School
Marching Band, of approximate-
ly 48 pieces in the Annual West
River Music Festival at Rapid
City this Saturday. The band
will be decked out in the bright
new uniforms which arrived at
Bunney’s Cleaners this week.
The band is under capable

came a state after becoming
part of the Louisiana Pur-
chase that President Thomas
Jefferson bought from France
for 15 million dollars in 1803.
Dakota Territory was divided
up into states in 1889 and
that’s when South Dakota and
North Dakota became states.
Everyone in this area lived in
Butte County until it was divid-
ed into Butte County, Perkins
County and Harding County
in 1908. | also talked about all
the vacant towns around this
area after the homesteaders
left during the “dirty thirties”.
The vacant towns that were in
Perkins County and Harding
County that | could think of
were Maltby, Vernal, Zeona,
Cash, Govert, Glendo, Gill,
Date, Chance, Bixby, Ash-
croft, Usta, Watson, Sorum,
Glenlevit, Penville, Redig,
Bullock, Ashcroft, Seim, Ada,
Evarts, Thunder Butte, Davis-
ton, Strool, and Nashville and
I've probably missed some.
Before the CFEL meeting
was over, Bridget Vanderpool
played her guitar and sang
some beautiful songs for us,
including some songs she
had written, one of which

she wrote for her grandfa-
ther Wayne Besler before he
passed away.

This Sunday was the last
day of Sunday School at Slim
Buttes Lutheran Church and
Linda Mohagen had the Sun-
day School kids entertain us
with a song during the church
service. After the kids sang,
Linda gave credit to all the

Sunday School teachers and
gave each of them a coupon
for a soft ice cream cone from
the Reva Store. Next Sunday,
May 10, is Mother’s Day and
then the worship service will
start at 9:00 in the morning for
the summer.

Reub and | went to the
Gideon meeting at the Coal
Springs Church Sunday after-
noon. The Gideon meeting is
usually on the second Sunday
of the month, but since that
Sunday is Mother’s Day they
decided to have the meeting
a week early. This meeting
was also election day for
the offices in both the Gide-
ons and the Auxiliary where
everyone who had been in
their office for three years
was termed out and replaced
by other elected members
that we voted for that agreed
to serve.

Pastor Henry Mohagen put
this in the church bulletin on
Sunday: “Rejoice always;
pray without ceasing; in ev-
erything give thanks; for this
is God’s will for you in Christ.”
1 Thessalonians 5:16-18

West River Cooperative
Telephone Company

Phone 605.244.5213 www.sdplains.com

Proud communications provider of the Newell,
Vale & Nisland areas

direction of Wm Glendenning.
The parade of bands starts at
12:30 PM, downtown Rapid
City, concert of individual bands
beginning at 2:30 and massed
band concert a 7:30 in the High
School theater.

Mrs. Francis Jacobsen
and Harlan and Mrs. Henry
Jacobsen and Jerry attended
the music recital at the Jerry
Kuchera home Friday evening
where the boys were guests,
and each boy took part in the
program. The fathers were
guests and each boy played a
selection from memory and one
with music. Taking part were
Harlan Jacobsen, Johnny Cram,
John Paul Wilson, Bernard
Barber, Sumner Price, Jerry Ja-
cobsen, Andrew Pokorny. Larry
Johnson and Lynn Kuchera.
Lynn also played a trumpet
solo, accompanied at the piano
by Larry Johnson. Lunch was
served by Mrs. Kuchera and the
Jacobsen mothers.
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An election to deter-
mine whether the proposed Vale
Water Sanitary System will be
incorporated as a water district
will be held on Tuesday May 24,
according to action taken by the
Butte County Commission this
week. The vote, which will be
from 8:00 AM to 7:00 PM at the
Vale Fire Hall, was scheduled
after the County Board was
presented a petition from the
necessary percent of freehold-
ers in the effected area of the
issue. If passed, electors of the
affected area will then elect a
Board of Trustees.

Sale of Evert’s Place,
local recreation and pool hall, to
Bob Koskela, effective Monday,
has been announced by Evert
Munroe, who has operated
the establishment here for the
past 10 years. The new owner
is a native of the Newell area
and engaged in farming and
ranching all his life. Koskela will
continue the operation under the
name of “Bob’s Place”. Munroe,
former Stoneville area rancher,
is a Brand Inspector and Deputy
Sheriff, announced he plans to
make his home in Newell.

Ruth Ann Marty, Newell
High School Grad and Fresh-
man at Black Hills State College
won all-around cowgirl honors
at the Second Annual Lobo
Days Collegiate Rodeo at North-
ern State College, Aberdeen,
Saturday and Sunday. Jerry
Golliher, also a Newell graduate
and Black Hills State College
student, won second place
in the ribbon roping and also
helped the boys win third place
trophy in the meet. Other trophy
winners were SDSU, Kansas
State University, Black Hills
State, North Dakota State and
Northern State College.

(L) Ruth Ann Marty. (R) Mintener Building.
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Here’s What’s Happening in Newell!

Newell Clinic now open at the
Newell Evangelical Church
Call 605-204-9497

Feeding South Dakota
Second Thursday every month,
1:30 p.m.

Wednesday Evenings
Summer Campus CleanUp
Every Wednesday, 4-6 p.m.
Newell School

Newell Library Hours
Open Monday, Wednesday, Friday
10 a.m.to 5 p.m.

Mondays
Monday Night Bingo at the NVN
Senior Center 6 p.m. to 8 p.m.

ﬂﬁ\“ﬂm‘ - VALE - NIST, AND

BH Farmer’s Market
Second Tuesday each month,
4:30, Nisland Town Hall

Community Calendar

Newell Service Center
101 4th Street- Phone 605-456-3455

Automotive and Pickup Repair Shop -
Sturdevant’s Parts Store - Oil Lube &
Filter Service - Gates-Belts & Hoses &
Custom Hose building- + We sell all class-
es of Tires & do Tire repair- ATV Services

5/’5“.

AUTO PARTS

Manu Sponcored b

| Newell Hardware & Supply

. 320 Girgrd - Newell 5D
S \605-456.2312

Gpen I" hn :11 7130 AM-G30 M Sundays 11 AM-3 PM

Support Local
Business From the
Beacon and Irrigator.

Your support of local businesses, makes it work.
We’re Newell-Vale-Nisland proud!

PRTA Fuel for the
ke vehicle, fuel for
. you, and even
o0 ={  gifts available
from JT Boutique §

106 8th Street P: 605-456-1321

F: 605-456-1621

VIP Agency

Auto, Home, Farm, Commercial

PO Box 426
Newell, SD 57760
VIPAgency@sdplains..com

Food Service End-of-Year
Plan

NEWELL-As the 2025-2026
school year comes to an end,
kitchen staff at Newell School
will be using supplies in the
coolers and freezers. Every day
will be an adventure as food
stores become more narrowed
and the cooks begin to use
more ingenuity to cover meals
for the hungry students.
Monday, May 4’s meal will

be pork patties and Tuesday,
May 5’s meal will be ham and
pineapple pizza. The following
days will include nutritious

meals but will have more than
one entrée.

As always, there will be fresh
vegetables and fruit, along
with milk and juice.

The freezer still has entrees
that fulfill the requirements
needed to serve the students
and the cooler has a variety of
veggies and fruit to enjoy.

Get ready for summer!

Newell Health Clinic

We offer primary health care services for adults and
children in the Newell-Vale-Nisland community.

Wellness exams, chronic care management, DOT physicals.

Call today to book your appointment!

For info about Patrick or schedule a virtual TELE-HEALTH visit:

PatNP.com

is accepting new patients!

located in the Newell Evangelical Church
on 8™ street across from the Blue Line Diner.
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May 2026!
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Wed. May 6, 2026

Tea Party Photos

"

Clockwise from Above: The NVN Center waé transformed into an elégant. tea.party; Everyone was invited t

M I

0 purchase a special tea set to

commemorate the special day. Each set was available for $5; NVN Senior Center President Marge Adams welcomes everyone to the May Day Tea;
Delicious desserts, finger sandwiches, and hors d’'oeuvres were available for all to enjoy. Longbrake photos
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Newell Community Club
Welcomes the

Hitch'n Post Market
Est. 2026

I i

s

(L) The Newell Community Club placed a bench in front of the newly opened Hitch’n Post Market on 219 Girard Avenue, Newell. Sit and relax,
visit with friends and neighbors, or just sit and enjoy the sight of the new store! (R) The plaque on the new bench placed in front of the Hitch’n Post

Market. Longbrake photos

CANDIDATE FORUM
willbe held on TU€Sday, May 12, 2026

in the Newell City Hall - 10s 3rd street, Newell, 5D
Social time 5:00 pm - 6:00 pm MDT
(refreshments provided)

Forum will start at 6:00 pm MDT

The Primary Election is on June 2, 2026.
We want you to be an informed voter.

Candidates tha? are
running for offices
have been invited to
attend or asked to
send a video to show
or letter to pe read on
their behalf.

Each will have :-1 few
minutes to explain w-hy
they are inter?sted in
the position-

United States Senator
Justin McNeal * Mike Rounds

United States Representative
Marty Jackley * James Bialota

SD Governor
Larry Rhoden * Jon Hansen * Dusty Johnson * Toby Doeden

State Senator District 28
Sam Marty * Ryan M. Maher
Other unopposeq

candidates and/or
Current representatiye

State House of Representatives District 28B:
Lawrence (Larry) Schmaltz * Travis Ismay

for the School, County
& State may be
available to visit
with also,

Newell School Board

There are 2 candidates running with 1 positions open:

Todd Youngberg * Kurt Hocking

Butte County Audi_’ror
will be on hand with
sample ballots and

RESPECT & PROTECT YOUR RIGHT TO VOTE

WVOTING LS _A
M TRIVILEGE:

voter registration
information, etc.

This is sponsored by the Whatever It Takes Coalition *
The Whatever It Takes Coalition is not affiliated with a political party, nor do we try to persuade
you to vote one way or another. This is an educational program where you will receive information.

80th Birthday Open House

Family and friends are invited to celebrate Darlene Stapp’s 80th
birthday at an open house on Saturday, May 9, from 1:00 to 3:00
p.m. at Newell Christian Fellowship, 308 4th St., Newell, SD. Please
join us in honoring Darlene and helping celebrate this special
milestone.




