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Remembrance Marks Memorial Day Service at Pine Slope Cemetery

Dino Museum Contd. A8

Candidate Forum Contd. A3

Belle Fourche Police Department lays a memorial wreath. Longbrake photo

BELLE FOURCHE—Music 
from Center of the Nation Brass 
welcomed those gathered at 
Memorial Hill in Pine Slope 
Cemetery for Memorial Day 
services on the morning of May 
25.

The weather was sunny, calm, 
and perfect for the United States 
funeral honors flags to be raised 
along the Veterans Memorial 
Avenue of Flags. One hundred 
sixteen flags greeted everyone 
as they entered Pine Slope 
Cemetery.

Master of Ceremonies Wm. 
Blaine Anderson, VFW 3312, 
greeted the crowd. “Good 
morning, and welcome to the 
Belle Fourche Memorial Day 
program here at Pine Slope. I’m 
Blaine Anderson with VFW 
Post 3312 and I’ll be your host 
today,” he said. “Memorial Day 
is a somber holiday, a lot like 
Patriots Day. Our Fourth of July 
celebration and Veterans Day, 
and a whole lot of other things, 
are just a big party—but today 
we don’t have to be sorrowful, 
but it is a day of remembrance 
of those who are not with us 
here today.”

Rev. Rick Brennan gave 
the invocation followed by a 
welcome given by Mayor Randy 
Schmidt.

“Good morning, welcome 
to the city of Belle Fourche. 
This Memorial Day we want 
to express our gratitude to the 
sacrifice made by all of our great 
service members,” said Schmidt.

The National Anthem was 
played by the Center of the 
Nation Brass.

Several organizations 

BELLE FOURCHE—Just 
outside Belle Fourche, a 
special destination filled with 
curiosity and wonder invites 
visitors to explore animals 
that went extinct millions of 
years ago. What began as a 
dream for owner Walter Stein 
became reality when he opened 
Dinosaurs of the Hell Creek 
Museum one year ago, a mile-
stone that was celebrated May 
23 with a daylong anniversary 
event. “To make it one year 
is amazing. This has been a 
wonderful, terrible, frightening, 
but an amazing year—we got 
here,” explained Stein. “A year 
and a half ago, and most people 
didn’t think we could turn a 
garage into a museum, and I 
think we’ve done a pretty good 
job for not having a whole lot 
of money and not having a 
whole lot of manpower, so it’s 
all good!”

Since planning and build-
ing the museum, Stein has 

been going full steam ahead. 
He hasn’t had a lot of time to 
just sit and bask in all of the 
accomplishments he has made 
to date. “We’ve been running 
around for the last 18 months, 
just running around, working 
our tails off—trying to get this 
place in ship shape and fixing 
problems and putting out fires 
and working on advertising 
and all that good stuff—all the 
while trying to continue doing 
our dinosaur digs, which we’ve 
been doing for 20 years—ex-
cept now we’re doing twice as 
many,” shared Stein. “I haven’t 
really had time to process—I 
think it’s just, okay, what’s the 
next thing on the list that has 
to be done? Get it done, check 
it off, cross it off my list, move 
on to the next thing!”

Part of the planning includ-
ed setting up the one-year 
anniversary celebration. The 
day started with a reduced 
admission fee and 15% off at 
Expedition Outpost Gift Shop, 
including season passes, an art 

contest, “Name That Dinosaur” 
just for kids, and a dinosaur 
presentation.

The museum closed early to 
make way for a private invi-
tation-only event. The turnout 
was great; the space was filled 
with special VIP guests that 
included landowners, board 
members, sponsors, support-
ers, investors, longtime fossil 
hunters, successful diggers, 
employees, and family.

Stein welcomed everyone 
to the event. “Wow! Thank 
you guys for coming out and 
helping celebrate our one-year 
anniversary! This is awesome. 
We would not exist without you 
guys; you guys really helped 
with supporting us and helping 
us this whole time,” he said.

There were a series of three 
videos shown. The first was a 
walkthrough of the history of 
the museum beginning with 
the plans and moving forward. 
“This did not happen over-
night. We literally have spent 

Digging for dinosaur bones in a hands-on activity inside the 
museum. Longbrake photo

Larry Schmaltz, candidate for House District 28B.
Longbrake photo

participated in a wreath-laying 
ceremony honoring the brave 
men and women who made the 
ultimate sacrifice in defense of 
our nation. After the wreaths 
were laid, the Center of the 
Nation Brass played a tribute 
to all of the military service 
branches of the United States of 
America.

In preparation for this year’s 
Memorial Day service, the 
Belle Fourche VFW Post 3312 
brought in a guest speaker from 
Arizona to give the Memorial 
Day address. Master Chief Petty 
Officer Steven M. Fields served 

more than three decades in 
the United States sea services, 
beginning his military career 
in the U.S. Navy from 1985 to 
1989 before continuing with the 
U.S. Coast Guard from August 
1990 until his retirement in July 
2016.

The speaker took to the 
podium and addressed the 
crowd. “Good morning, it’s an 
honor to stand here with you 
today again, my name is Master 
Chief Steven Fields, and I’ve 
served this great nation for just 
over 30 years,” he said.

Fields went on to discuss 

the importance of Memorial 
Day. “I personally have seen 
the cost. That is why Memorial 
Day carries a very specific 
meaning for me. It is not 
just a date on the calendar or 
simply the unofficial start of 
summer; this date is set aside 
intentionally to remember those 
who are no longer with us, and 
more importantly, to remember 
why they are no longer with 
us,”shared Master Chief Fields. 
“Behind every name we honor 
today is a story, a life that was 
lived, a future that was planned, 
and a family that is forever 

changed.”
He shared personal 

experiences from his service 
and spoke about the sacrifices 
Memorial Day is meant to 
honor. “…the symbol of 
a folded flag presented to 
somebody who will carry that 
moment for the rest of their 
lives. That folded flag only 
weighs about 2.1 pounds, but 
to the mother, wife, husband, 
or child receiving it, it can 
weigh more than the world. 
Thirteen folds, 13 meanings, 
one unimaginable sacrifice,” 

Dinosaurs of the Hell Creek Museum 
Celebrates One-Year Anniversary

Voters Hear from District 28 Candidates 
Ahead of June 2 Primary

BELLE FOURCHE—An 
evening dedicated to learning 
more about the candidates 
running for Legislative District 
28—South Dakota House of 
Representatives District 28B 
and Senate District 28—was 
held at Venue 519 on May 21. 
The primary is June 2.

The event focused on 
community interactions with 
the candidates as everyone in 
attendance was invited to ask a 
question. Hosted by the Butte 
County Republican Committee, 
Tom Brunner was the 
moderator for the evening. He 
not only asked questions, but 
spent time sharing his opinion 
on a variety of issues.

Brunner welcomed everyone 
to the forum. “Thank you for 
coming, and thank you to the 
Chamber for partnering with 

us on these events and doing 
the advertising. We really 
appreciate that. What we’ve 
got tonight is District 28 
House candidates and Senate 
candidates…”

And with that, Travis 
Ismay, incumbent, and Larry 
Schmaltz, both running for 
House District 28B, spent 
time introducing themselves. 
Sam Marty, incumbent, and 
Ryan Maher, both running for 
Senate District 28, were up 
next. Maher introduced himself 
while Marty was unable to 
attend the event, so a statement 
was read on his behalf.

The first topic of discussion 
was brought up by Brunner 
regarding campaign mailers. 
He said, “Something I want 
to address, is anybody sick 
of getting these things in the 
mail? I’ll tell you what, you 
know, I know a lot of them 
are sent by, you know, third 

parties, whatever. To me 
they’re disgusting, and that’s 
not what South Dakota politics 
should be about, I think… To 
me, it’s disgusting because 
they’re bringing millions of 
dollars of out-of-state money 
into South Dakota to defeat 
good, hardworking candidates.” 
He went on to say when he 
was in the Legislature he 
was against sending out any 
negative ads. “To me, that’s just 
rotten campaigning, and I don’t 
know. I don’t appreciate it, and 
I don’t think anybody in here 
appreciates that either,” he said.

Then he asked the candidates, 
“So, maybe just address that… 
how you handled some of 
these facts that are filling our 
mailbox.”

“I’ve been doing this for 
quite a few years, and this is the 
first year that I have had more 



This Perspective is from Pastor Jack Hay-
ford.Pastor’s Perspective

“How to Keep Yourself in Freedom”
Stand fast therefore in the liberty by 
which Christ has made us free, and 
do not be entagled again with a yoke 
of bondage. – Galatians 5:1

The Lord Jesus Christ has not 
surrendered us to circumstance where 
we are like people walking through a 
mine field who never know if they’re 
going to get blown up. There is a 
relentless attack of the adversary. 
The fiery darts are raining around us 
everywhere, but they don’t have to break in on you. 
Periodically, you may get hit by a dart, but that 
doesn’t mean you’re bound; it can just mean you’re 
wounded. But unless that wound is dealt with, it 
becomes infected, spiritually-speaking, and can 
begin to poison your system.

For example, the feelings of a believer in Jesus 
Christ are hurt. They get hit by a dart of criticism. 
They deal with it by pulling the dart out, and 
saying something like, “Lord Jesus, just take the 
venom out of that. I forgive that person. Let there 
come freedom, Jesus.” And they still feel the hurt, 
so the next day again, they say, “Lord, I stand in 
the liberty by which You’ve made me free. I will 
not let bitterness or resentment come against my 
friend, my brother, my boss, the unbeliever—who-
ever it was that took a shot at me and managed to 

register it and it hurt.” And so they 
keep the wound clean until it heals.

But if they let that wound stay, 
then a spirit of bitterness can become 
an infection. They’ve got something 
sucking out their life and health in the 
Lord. There needs to be something 
dealt to break that thing. You can 
break it by confession and repentance 
on your own part; you don’t need to 
go a prayer room or get ministered 

to. On the other hand, there may have come such a 
place of bondage by that unforgiveness and resent-
ment that you need folks to join with you.

A lot of times people stumble along and don’t 
even realize how the whole thing happened until 
they enter into a conversation and things begin 
to surface. Then whoever is ministering to them 
begins to discern it and helps them to recognize 
and deal with it.

How do you keep yourself in freedom? Jesus 
said, Watch and pray. Watch—that’s keep alert, 
keep awake, keep sensitive. Recognize what’s 
going on. Be an understanding person. The word 
“watch” there is the same word that’s used for the 
idea of a person being “on watch.” It’s the soldier 
that’s up from midnight to four; that’s his “watch,” 
and he’s on duty, watching for the enemy. Watch!
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You will have peace of mind when you can say...
“Everything has been taken care of.”

Kline Funeral Chapel
605-892-3964

email: klinefuneralchapel@rushmore.com
website: klinefuneralchapel.com

Most of us intend on “getting around to it someday,” 
but that someday never comes and we leave our 
family wondering whether or not they did the right 

thing. It doesn’t have to be like that. It’s not pleasant 
to be reminded of our own mortality; we can laugh, 

cry, or do a little of both. Regardless of how we prefer 
to deal with the big questions of life, it always works 

out for the best when we face things head on, 
especially in regard to such a sensitive issue. 

Taking the time to make advanced funeral or crema-
tion planning is a caring and responsible thing to do. 

Planning now, while we have the time to consider 
every option, can remove significant amount of the 

emotional and financial stress that every family must 
eventually face.

Kline Funeral Chapel offers an array of Burial and 
Cremation Packages to suit any budget.  

Brian Kline
Owner

Mark & Debra 
Leverington, Owners

A Place of Peace and
Remembrance

Family owned & operated

•  Spacious area for luncheons

•  Private visitation areas
•  Family reception room

•  Comfortably seats more than
    150 people

LeveringtonFH.com
715 National St. | Belle Fourche, SD | 605-892-3320

Prayer for the Week
Dear God, thank You for the energy to work. Please grant me clarity, 

patience, and productivity today. Remind me to do my best and to treat 
those around me with grace and kindness.

Ephesians 4:32
Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in 

Christ forgave you.

Theodore Joseph Volk, 17, of Nisland, SD passed 
away on May 18th, 2026 at Monument Health 
Rapid City surrounded by his loving family. The-
odore made the courageous decision to give life to 
countless others through organ donation. 

Born on April 25th, 2009 in Spearfish, SD, he 
was the son of Megan and Joseph Volk and sibling 
to his three brothers and four sisters. He attended 
Spearfish High School where he joined football, 
track and wrestling. He lettered in varsity wres-
tling and went to the state match this year. He was 
looking forward to serving in the Marines after 
graduation. 

Theo worked helping his family on Odessa Farm. 
Outside of work, Theo had a passion for woodwork-
ing, hunting, and many outdoor activities. 

 Theo is survived by his parents Megan and 
Joseph Volk, his grandparents David and Mar-
la Elsom of Spearfish, June and Thomas Volk of 

Mobridge, siblings Mae, Olivia, Henry, 
Gretchen, William, Beatrice, and Charles 
Volk as well as numerous aunts, uncles, 
and cousins. 

Mass of Christian burial will be held at 
St. Joseph Catholic Church on Tuesday, 
May 26th 2026 at 10:30 am. Additionally 
there will be a separate Celebration of his 
Life for classmates and friends at Connec-
tion Church at 1:30pm on the same day. A 
private burial will follow these services. In 
lieu of flowers, please consider a donation 
to The Theodore Volk Memorial account 
at First Interstate Bank by contacting 

the bank and inquiring. Condolences can be shared 
with the family at Meal Train using the code or QR 
code: mealtrain.com/44gl38

Online condolences may be written at www.
fidler-isburgfuneralchapels.com

Theodore Joseph Volk, 17

It is with mixed emotions of sorrow and 
profound peace that we announce the pass-
ing of Carol Ann Johnston, age 66 of Belle 
Fourche, who died Thursday, May 14, 2026, at 
the Monument Health Spearfish Hospital.

Carol was born March 6, 1960, in Dead-
wood, SD to Arthur and Margaret Johnston. 
The Johnston family moved to a variety of 
places while Carol was small child including 
Missouri, Kentucky, Nevada and California 
while her father Art worked construction.

The family lived in Idaho Springs, CO for the longest 
before settling in Spearfish, SD in approximately 1974. 
Carol’s family started a trucking company that her 
brother Mike owns and operates to this day. In her 
childhood years, Carol was a Brownie in the Girls 
Scouts and played clarinet in the school band. Carol 
enjoyed many things in her youth, including time with 
friends and family, travel, various art, and photography, 
but the pastime she loved most was dance. She excelled 
as a country swing/Jitterbug dancer and attended many 
events with the live music and friends she loved so 
much.

Carol worked a variety of jobs in her life but was most 
proud of being a Hoist Operator for the Homestake 
Gold Mine. Carol spent her retirement days with her 
beloved cats Calie and Bella and special friends. Carol 
found a deep love for plants/gardens of any kind and 
in her later years, found a love for Christ. She attended 
services at her church in Belle Fourche whenever she 
could. Her witty sense of humor, chatty nature and 
stubbornness created an eventful journey in life, Carol 
never met a stranger.

Carol was the mother of two children: her daughter, 
Trish, or her” Christmas Baby” born December 12, 
and three years later welcomed her son, Randall, or 
her “Birthday Baby”, who she proclaimed was the best 
birthday present she ever received as they share the 

same birthday. Carol later welcomed her 
grandchild Vin. Her grandson was the 
“sunshine” of her life, and she could be 
counted upon the show her brag book of 
photographs of him to anyone who would 
take a moment to view them.
Carol lived a life that was uniquely hers. 
While some of her relationships through-
out her life faced their undeniable chal-
lenges, ultimately her children and loved 

ones were blessed with the time and grace to 
work through differences, find forgiveness, and make 
amends. That chapter of healing brought peace to her 
family’s hearts, and they are grateful for the moments 
of connection they shared in her final time on this 
earth. Trish and Randall would like to thank those 
that loved their mother through her life’s journey.

She is survived by her daughter, Patricia “Trish” 
(R.C.) Johnston of Belle Fourche; son, Randall (Thavy 
Em) Johnston of Fresno CA; grandson, Vin Garza 
of Belle Fourche; brother, Michael Johnston of Belle 
Fourche; Special Friend, Annie (Justin) Bush of Belle 
Fourche; several cousins, extended family members 
and many friends.

She was preceded in death by her Mother, Margie; 
Father, Art; Grandparents; Great Grandparents; as 
well as several beloved Aunts, Uncles, and Cousins.

A celebration of her life and journey toward heal-
ing will be held at a later date where all who knew her, 
and who believe in the power of grace and redemp-
tion, are welcome to attend and share happy stories 
and memories, as Carol most wanted to be happy in 
this life! 

Arrangements are with Leverington Funeral Home 
of the Northern Hills in Belle Fourche.  Friends may 
leave written condolences online at: www.Lever-
ingtonFH.com

Carol Johnston, 66

Family and Friends of Peter 'Pete' M. Ferguson  are respectfully invited 
to attend a celebration of life, which will be held at St. James Episcopal 

Church in Belle Fourche on June 6, 2026 from 11:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. 
Cremation arrangements were under the care of Isburg Crematory of Spearfish.

Renee Bisgaard, Broker/Owner
605-641-9242

$249,900 $486,000 $474,900 $149,900

608 5th Ave. Suite 5
Belle Fourche, SD 57717

1911 N. Main Street
Spearfish, SD 57783 

New Listings!

Renee Bisgaard Broker/Owner
605-641-9242

700 Stanley St. 2038 12th Ave. 3409 Roughlock Ln., Spearfish 930 Harding St.
2 bedrooms, 1.5 baths, 
corner lot for oversized 

garage, open floor plan. 
Seller has done lots of 

beautiful updates!

This spacious 4,200 sq ft 
home offers room for 

everyone, with generous-
ly sized bedrooms, 

multiple living areas, and 
a layout designed for 

both everyday comfort 
and entertaining.

Sweet opportunity for 
maybe duplex or 

business possibilities are 
endless with this 

versatile commercial 
property!

Take in the incredible views 
from this spacious and 

beautifully updated 5-bed-
room home offering a rare and 
highly desirable layout with all 

bedrooms conveniently 
located on one level — 

including the laundry room.
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From A1 Candidate Forum

Voters listen to the South Dakota House and Senate candidates 
speak. Longbrake photo

Above: Travis Ismay, incumbent running for House District 28B. 
Below: Ryan Maher, candidate for Senate District 28. Longbrake 
photos

Tom Brunner, moderator; Ryan Maher, candidate for Senate District 28; Larry Schmaltz, candi-
date for House District 28B; and Travis Ismay, incumbent running for House District 28B. Long-
brake photo

Start your path to stress-
free dental care today

Stress-free dental care
with IV sedation

jacksondentalsd.com 605-892-6347

Designed for your comfort every
step of the way

people meddling in a legisla-
tive campaign than I’ve ever 
seen before. Some of these 
mailers, I didn’t even know 
they had gone out. They don’t 
contact you, they just send 
them out, and you don’t even 
know they’re going out,” said 
Maher. “So, I mean, that’s the 
only thing you can do, is just 
call them and ask them not to 
do anything, and hopefully 
they don’t. So, yeah, and it’s all 
Facebook-driven. If you want 
to do something for your own 
sanity, turn off Facebook for 
the next two weeks!”

Schmaltz responded, “Yes, 
the postcards that I have sent 
out, they’re paid for by me 
and those went out, they were 
positive. I have not sent any-
thing out negative. I’ve asked 
anybody that I’ve talked to 
or worked with—do not send 
anything out negative with my 
name on it. I don’t want any 
negative campaigning on that. 
There is one group that has sent 
something out, a postcard on 
my behalf that I didn’t know 
they were doing.”

“Well, I haven’t done a 
postcard, and I’m not gonna! If 
you get anything that says any-
thing bad about my opponents, 
it wasn’t me, because I’m 
not going to do that. I would 
appreciate it too, if someone 
would stop sending me these 
things in my mailbox, because 
I just throw them away, and 
hopefully you guys do too,” 
said Ismay. “I’ve had a lot of 
negative against me too, but I 
mean, I kind of figure that’s the 
way politics works. I mean, it’s 
not like I’m not going to get 
any negative press. I think it’s 
ridiculous the amount of money 
that out-of-state PACs have 
been dumping into this thing, 
and I don’t understand, so I 
would suggest whoever’s doing 
that stop. Thank you.”

Deb Elliot printed out and 
distributed Pre-Primary Cam-
paign Contributions Reported 
in May 2026. The report con-
tained all of the contribution 
sources for each campaign. “I 
looked through the campaign 
finance reports with a fine-tooth 
comb, and I am sick to my 
stomach at what I see, and I put 

together a spreadsheet, and I 
printed out all four candidates’ 
campaign finance reports, so if 
you want to see copies, they’re 
in the back. I paid for copies, 
you can all see the evidence. 
I did a comparison, and I 
will ask you to talk about the 
results of this comparison, 
because I think it’s very telling 
…I’m so mad I am trying to 
stay calm, but it just makes 
me angry, because what it says 
is that we don’t have local 
control. If you are my repre-
sentative, you’re not going to 
listen to me—you’re going to 
listen to the people who pay 
money,” she said.

Schmaltz replied, “Deb, 
I would never vote what’s 
not my conscience. You can 
scream all you want to, but 
you are absolutely wrong. I 
did not solicit any of the funds 
that I received. People looked 
at my business experience 
and decided that I was a good 
candidate and they wanted to 
support me for that reason. 
I will not vote against my 
conscience or my constituents. 
That’s just absolutely not who 
I am.”

“I have my morals, my 
standards, my Christian val-
ues—I’m a Catholic by trade, 
and I have that grounding, and 
I think I’ve shown that over 
the years that I’m not bought 
influence—I’m not going to 
trade a vote for $5 first, it’s 
illegal, but for $500 really, 
you’re going to sell your soul 
for $500? That goes against 
everything I believe,” ex-
plained Maher.

Ismay said, “I’d have to 
go back and look exactly, 
I’d have to figure out exactly 
who gave me the money, but 
the PACs that I was donated 
to were a lady that I met that 
liked how I voted in Pierre. 
She said we got a PAC and 
we really like you and you’re 
conservative and here is 
$1,000, and I’d have to look 
at all of them. I can explain all 
of them.”

And then Brunner shared 
his opinion, “I would just sum 
up—the groups that are in 
South Dakota, I mean, rural 
electrics, rural telephones, 
insurance, and things like 
that—I think that’s fine. Ev-

erybody here probably some way 
or another pays into those PACs 
and it’s good. It’s the federal 
PACs that I think Deb has the 
real problem with. And they have 
little ties to South Dakota, that’s 
big business, and they’re pouring 
millions of dollars—some of 
them are, and look on the reports 
of who’s funding some of these 
campaigns, and maybe we need 
to vote a little bit more with our 
feet and our dollars, and tell 
these businesses that are pouring 
millions of dollars that we don’t 
want to do business with them. 
They have no business, whether 
you’re on one side of the issue 
or whoever, they shouldn’t be 
affecting our campaigns the way 
they are.”

The evening was a night full of 
conversations and good questions 
asked by the public. Other ques-
tions included: how the candi-
dates compare to Dusty Johnson; 
how do you plan to grow the 
workforce; what is your preferred 
method to lower property taxes; 
are you for or against keeping 
sales tax at 4.2 percent; how 
candidates feel about eliminat-
ing property taxes; why has the 
state budget increased; do they 
support I-27 running through 
Belle Fourche; and opinions on 
recalling a county commissioner, 
along with a few more topics.

Most of the opinions were 
along the same lines of agree-
ment, but if you would like to 
watch the full answers of each 
candidate to all of the questions 
reported on here, there is a full 
video of the District 28 Candi-
date Forum on the Butte County 
Republican Committee Facebook 
page. Please look at it and be pre-
pared to vote on June 2.

Upcoming primary elec-
tion events scheduled in Belle 
Fourche include: Dusty Johnson 
will be at the Wild Magnolia 
on May 28 at 2:30 p.m. to meet 
with area voters. Later that same 
day, there will be a Forum to 
Address Data Centers, Butte 
County Initiated Measure A, at 
Venue 519, beginning at 6 p.m. 
There will be a balanced panel 
(for and against) the measure 
with the goal of providing solid, 
truthful information so that 
voters in Butte County can make 
an educated decision on Initiated 
Measure A on June 2.



Broncs Compete in Last Chance Meet and Set State Qualifiers
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IM-SERIES PLASTIC SEPTIC TANKS
A revolutionary improvement in plastic tank design, offering 
exceptional strength comparable to concrete tanks.
Suitable for use as septic tanks, pump/trash tanks, cisterns
or rainwater (non-potable) storage/harvesting tanks.

1700 5TH AVENUE | BELLE FOURCHE, SD | 605-892-2613
MONDAY - FRIDAY 8AM - 5PM  |  SATURDAY 8AM - 12PM | CLOSED SUNDAY

Wells
Supply

500, 1000, 1500 • 1 or 2 compartment stock

Kandi Tonsager
news@bellefourchebeacon.com

Sports News

Ella Bryan stirs up some dust while long jumping. Tonsager photo

Ella Bryan, Mya Nowowiejski & Betsy Moore heading to warm up. Tonsager photo

Gavin Pearson. Tonsager photo

Rhys Pearson in relay. Tonsager photo

Johnny Estrada running in relay. Tonsager photo

On Tuesday May 19th, the 
Broncs attended their last 
regular season track meet in 
Rapid City, known as “The 
Last Chance Invite” which is 
so named as it is considered 
the last qualifying meet to 
punch a ticket to the state 
competition for our local 
teams. The Broncs had a 
great meet with a select few 
competitors trying to qualify 
to move on to state. 

Coach Wattier reports, for 
the boys, Chris Jewett ran 
a PR in the 200 of 24.95, 
Caeyn Howard and Johnny 
Estrada both ran PRs in the 
400, and Caeyn Howard 
moved to the 10th spot on 
the schools top 10 list with 
a time of 52.72. Clifford 
Torberson ran a PR in the 
1600, Thad McKenney ran a 
nice PR in the 3200, Corbin 
Rowe threw a PR in the jav-
elin of 107’4” which moves 
him up a spot to 7th on the 
schools top 10 list, and 
Johnny Estrada had a PR in 
the long jump. The boys 4x4 
relay of Gavin Pearson, Slat-
er Humbracht, Raif Parme-
ter, and Caeyn Howard ran 
a huge seasons best time of 
3:33.45 which moves them 
to 6th all time in school his-
tory! Finally our boys 4x8 
relay consisting of Lennon 
Clarkson, Griffen Biehl, 
Thad McKenney, and Nathan 
Hudson ran a seasons best 
time of 8:56.97.

For the Lady Broncs, 
Berklee Nore had a huge PR 
in the 100, previously she 
had run 13.98, Tuesday she 
ran 13.33! Mya Nowowiejski 
ran a PR in the 200 of 26.21 
seconds, Betsy Moore took a 
full second off her best 300 
hurdle time for the year run-
ning a 50.73 which moves 
her up a spot to 7th all time 
in school history! Rhys Pear-
son ran a smoking fast 800 
time of 2:16.63 breaking her 
own school record by almost 
2 full seconds and, “putting 

her in the mix with the best 
girls in the state in the 800,” 
states Coach Wattier. 

Isabela Torberson and 
Abbey Clendening both ran 
nice PRs in the 1600, Misty 
and Layla Drieling both ran 
great PRs in the 3200. Misty 
moves into the 9th spot on 
the schools top 10 list with a 
time of 12:57.37. Ella Bryan 
had a PR in the long jump 
of 15’8” and the girls 4x4 
relay of Rhys Pearson, Jaz 
Olson, Mikka Dunavant, and 
Berklee Nore ran the teams 
fastest 4x4 for the season 
with a time of 4:13.57. This 
moves them to 3rd all time in 
school history! The girls 4x8 
relay consisting of Emersyn 
Carmichael, Misty Drieling, 
Isabela Torberson, and Layla 
Drieling also rans a seasons 
best time of 10:32.10,  “miss-
ing the top 10 list by less 
than a second!” states Coach 
Wattier. 

State track and field will be 
held in Sioux Falls at Howard 
Wood Field on May 28-30th. 
The Broncs had the follow-
ing qualifiers; for the boys, 
Gavin Pearson in the 400 
meter dash, Joseph McLen-
non in shot put and discuss, 
Gabe Raba in Shot put and 
discuss, Aiden Keil in High 
Jump, and the Boys 4x200 re-
lay, Boys 4x400 relay, Boys 
4x800 relay teams. For the 
Lady Broncs, qualifiers were, 
Mya Nowowiejski in the 200 
meter dash, Rhys Pearson in 
the 800 meter, 1600 meter, 
and 3200 meter runs,  Ansley 
O’Brien in the 100 meter hur-
dles and High Jump, Berklee 
Nore in high jump, Mikka 
Dunavant in triple jump and 
the Girls 4x100 relay, Girls 
4x200 relay, Girls 4x400 re-
lay, ,Girls 4x800 relay, Girls 
Sprint Medley Relay teams. 
South Dakota Public Broad-
casting Sports will have live 
streaming available for the 
2026 SDHSAA Track & Field 
state championships, May 
28-30, 2026. 
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Misty Drieling races at the Black Hills Classic track meet. 
Tonsager photo

Lux Kirstine set at the Black Hills Conference meet. Tonsager 
photo

Roman Randolph in race at the Black Hills Conference meet. 
Tonsager photo

Lochlin Tibbs receives handoff at Black Hills Conference. Tonsager photo

Emmett Lipp in shot put at the Black Hills Classic meet. Tonsager photo

Girls Relay Team at Last Chance Invite. Tonsager photo

Layla & Misty Drieling both with PRs at Last Chance Invite. Tonsager photo



Master of Ceremonies Wm. Blaine Anderson. Longbrake photo

Mayor Randy Schmidt gives the welcome address. 
Longbrake photo

Above: Reruns for Small Ones can be found inside Dakota Petals on State Street. Below: A 
shopper spends time going through the racks of clothes. Longbrake photos

Center of the Nation Brass plays. Longbrake photo

Guest speaker MCPO Steven M. Fields gave the Memorial 
Day address. Longbrake photo

The weather was beautiful, and 116 flags were raised for the 
Veterans Memorial Avenue of Flags. Longbrake photo

Reruns for Small Ones 
Finds New Home in Belle
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From A1 Memorial Day

he shared. “And for those 
families, Memorial Day is not 
a once-a-year observance; it’s 
something they live with every 
day, and that’s why remem-
brance matters. If we are not 
intentional about it, it would be 
easy for days like this to lose 
their meaning, easy to let them 
become background noise in a 
very busy world. This day was 
never meant to be about barbe-
cues, sales events, or a day off 
work. It is a time meant to be a 
pause, a moment to reflect—not 
just on sacrifice, but on respon-
sibility.” 

Following the address, the 
Belle Fourche Veterans Honor 
Guard gave the rifle squad sa-
lute and Craig Norwood played 
Taps on an authentic United 
States service-issued bugle.

Rev. Rick Brennan gave the 
benediction and the Center of 
the Nation Brass once again 
played while the crowd dis-
persed. “Thank you for being 
here—it’d be embarrassing if 
we were here and you weren’t. 
Now, Center of the Nation 
Brass will escort us to our vehi-
cles,” said Anderson.

Robbi Longbrake
news@bellefourchebeacon.com

BELLE FOURCHE—Down-
town Belle Fourche welcomed 
a new store to the State Street 
family. Reruns for Small Ones 
opened its doors on May 22 
inside Dakota Petals. The store 
held a soft opening to introduce 
the new space.

The used clothing store is 
making a move from Spearfish 
to Belle Fourche. “I’ve used this 
space as basically a catch-all, 
which was serving no one any 
purpose. We’ve had to do new 
electrical and sheet rocking, but 
I had already put new carpet in 
it last year. A friend of mine, 
Bruce, came in and he did all 
these rods on the wall, which 
was appreciated,” explained 
owner Erica Douglas.

Douglas opened Dakota Petals 
in December 2024 and then 
found herself running another 
store, Reruns for Small Ones 
in Spearfish. The running back 
and forth between the stores 
all the while raising four kids 
and finding time to be a wife 
and mother was getting harder 
for her. “I have been, for the 
last 14 months, trying to keep 
both businesses going. Dakota 
Petals is my passion, and I 
did not want Dakota Petals to 
falter, plus I just want to be 
with my kids, that’s all I want,” 
shared Douglas. “We started 
remodeling this a couple of 
months ago, and I just pushed 
and pushed and pushed, and just 
had to pick a date to make it 
happen here.”

Douglas says she hopes the 
community will support the new 
store. She is excited to offer this 
service to the area, the ability 
to get nearly new clothes for 
a great price. Little kids grow 
out of their clothes so fast; 
some clothes end up getting 
hardly worn. “I humbly ask 
the community to support the 
store, because the store really 
gives back to the community as 
well. It’s a needed service. Kids 
are growing out of clothes so 
fast, and it’s a way to reuse and 
recycle—all the good things that 
we want to do,” said Douglas.

She would eventually like 
to begin buying from the 
community and keep the 
cycle going, but some of the 
current inventory needs to go 
first. She is focused on gently 
used items. “I’m not going 
to have very much new stuff 
here at all: sleepers, some 
bamboo sleepers, and some 
fun rompers, baby toys, and 
things like that—really great 
for gifts. And then, you know, 
we have baby balloons and 
stuff like that. So it’s a really 
good combination that way, 
but we’re really going to just 
stay focused on the gently used 
clothes.”

The new location has all 
of the inventory from the old 
store. The racks are filling up, 
and great prices abound. This 
location will carry newborn, 
preemie, and sizes one through 
five. Douglas said, “I would 
love to serve the larger kids; 
however, because we have 
a smaller space and at about 
age five, they start getting 
independent and they have 
opinions of their own, and I 
know that my daughter is four 
and she’s already got opinions 
of her own, so this is really just 
the niche market.”

Look for sidewalk sales 
out in front of Dakota Petals 
during the City Wide Yard Sale 
on June 13. All of the stock for 
sizes six and up that was at the 
old location will be on sale. “I 
am very focused on making 
room on the shelves so that we 
can buy from the community,” 
said Douglas.

Stop by the new store and 
check out this latest addition 
to Dakota Petals. There will 
be some good sales as they 
move into the smaller location. 
Douglas said, “Since we 
don’t have the space for a 
large boutique area, we are 
selling off the new clothes, 
toys, teethers, warmies, and 
plush at deep discounts. We 
enourage people to come in 
while supplies last to get some 
beautiful gear at great prices!”
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Show Up by Belle LaVenue

Summer is here & all the FINE ARTS SUMMER FUN!

ATTENTION YOUNG THESPIANS - Upcoming SOON: YOUTH THEATER CAMP sponsored by Belle Fourche Area Community 
Theater & the BFMS SUMMER JAM PROGRAM during June. The dates will be June 9-16 & 20-23. Students in grades 5th to 9th are 
encouraged to sign up with JAM for their spot in the camp! There is no cost.

BFACT has auditions scheduled for their Summer Production: Minnesela, a Comedy of Western Proportions. All are welcome to 
come to auditions May 26 & 27 at 6:30pm in the Rec Center Theater. According to BFACT, this show is a western comedy with a flexible cast size. There 
is the possibility of being cast in multiple roles. You don’t need to bring anything for auditions, just yourself. The show itself will be on July 24 – 26.
These auditions are open to anyone Middle School age and above, though there are not many roles for young people. If you are interested in helping with 
tech of any kind, please come to auditions. If you have any questions, or are unable to make the audition dates but still want to try out, feel free to message 
director@bellefourcheact.com or call 605.645.3255.

Hometown Thursdays is back! All summer long - every Thursday evening from 6-9 PM at the Tri-State Museum & Visitors Center. See the fine arts sched-
ule below for the 10 dates & bands.

Your presence at all the upcoming events is much appreciated, so don’t forget to add all these upcoming fine arts events to your calendars!

May 26 & 27, Tuesday & Wednesday, 6:30 PM: Auditions for the BFACT Summer Production: Minnesela, a Comedy of Western Proportions.
June 4, Hometown Thursdays, 6-9 PM: Stereo Trip
June 11, Hometown Thursdays, 6-9 PM: Tyler Bills
June 18, Hometown Thursdays, 6-9 PM:  Camp Comfort
June 25, Hometown Thursdays, 6-9 PM:  Dakota Country
July 2, Hometown Thursdays, 6-9 PM:  Williams and Wright
July 9, Hometown Thursdays, 6-9 PM:  Jessica Loobey
July 16, Hometown Thursdays, 6-9 PM:  Brandon Jones
July 23, Hometown Thursdays, 6-9 PM:  Wilt Brothers
July 24-26, 7 PM: BFACT Production: MINNESELA
July 30, Hometown Thursdays, 6-9 PM:  Tim Zach Band
August 6, Hometown Thursdays, 6-9 PM:  JJ Kent w Aces and 8s

Maybe YOU know what SHOW is UP next? Share your fine arts tidbits and upcoming events at bellelavenue@gmail.com. I especially love the juicy back-
stage dish and green room gossip! Mark your calendars, friends, so you don’t forget to Show Up!
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Guests exploring the museum. Longbrake photos

Special guests invited to the VIP celebration filled the room to hear Walter Stein talk.

Studying the map of Hell Creek.

Kids participating in the “Name That Dinosaur” art contest.

Walter Stein, owner, welcomes everyone to the one-year 
anniversary of the opening of the museum.

Getting a closer look through a microscope.

Getting a good look at an exhibit.

10 to 15 years trying to build 
a museum,” shared Stein. “We 
struggled a lot to get where 
we’re at.”

When the opportunity to buy 
the building they are currently 
housed in arose, they jumped 
at it.

“We could definitely see 
potential in this building. First 
of all, it was right on our way to 
our dinosaur digs, and we went 
past this building for 20 years—
going off to the digs over in 
northern Butte County, in 
Hardin and Meade County, and 
we kept seeing it,” explained 
Stein. “That tractor repair thing 
over there—okay, that’s kind of 
cool! I love the trees in front of 
it, that’s really nice, right? But 
it was a diamond in the rough. 
This building was literally a 
diamond in the rough. We’ve 
got seven acres of ground here, 
so we can have all kinds of 
activities out front and food 
trucks!”

The next videos consisted of 
a humorous dinosaur hunting 
safety course followed by a 
blooper reel.

Guests were able to wan-
der through the museum and 

explore all of the exhibits. 
There were dinosaur movies 
from the 1940s playing up on 
the wall, and delicious food and 
drinks were provided in the side 
garage area. Sandwiches, chips, 
charcuterie, desserts, a dinosaur 
head-shaped watermelon, and 
a special one-year anniversary 
cake were served.

There is always something 
happening at the Dinosaurs of 
the Hell Creek Museum. New 
exhibits come, progress on 
“Rene” happens, and new items 
are available in the gift shop. 
If you are interested in going 
on a dinosaur dig, there are a 
few spots still open! Look for 
the museum in the Fourth of 
July parade in downtown Belle 
Fourche and find them at the 
Roundup Rodeo Grounds during 
the celebration. On July 2, in 
celebration of America’s 250th 
birthday, there will be a presen-
tation on “Thomas Jefferson, 
the First American Paleontolo-
gist!” Then on Sunday, July 5, 
back at the museum there will 
be the Raptor Roundup event. 
Contact the museum to find out 
more about any of the upcoming 
activities!
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Chamber Mixer Draws Strong Turnout at
Weather Hat Company

New AmericInn Owner Looks to Build 
Community Connections
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Belle Fourche High School Class of 2026 with the audience watching. Longbrake photos

L: Chamber Director Michaela Horn and board members Falina Selchert and Shannon Humann prepare for the Connect and Collect 
drawing. R: Weather Hat Company owner Jack Scholl and his daughter, Jenessa Dempsey, Chamber board member. Longbrake 
photos

Above: Breakfast attendant Diane Wolf explains all that the 
hotel has to offer for a breakfast feast. Left: New owner Paul 
Sjurseth and new General Manager Denver Wilson take the 
group on a tour of the hotel. Longbrake photos

Those attending the Chamber’s coffee with the new owner at 
the AmericInn take a tour of the hotel. Longbrake photo

BELLE FOURCHE—Area 
Chamber members gathered 
at the Weather Hat Company 
to spend an evening enjoying 
some hors d’oeuvres, refresh-
ments, and good company on 
May 19. The public was also 
invited to attend.

The May Chamber Mix-
er saw a great turnout as the 
Weather Hat Company was 
filled with area folks. The 
Homestead Store was on hand 
to give attendees samples of 
flavored olive oils and vinegars 
to try with fresh bread and 
watermelon. They also crafted 
a variety of mocktails using 
ingredients available in their 
store.

The Weather Hat Company 
has a hat for every occasion; the 
store has shelves full of straw 
hats perfect for the warmer 
weather. And, of course, if 
they don’t have the hat of your 
dreams, then perhaps you can 
have owner Jack Scholl craft 
one specially for you. He has 
been making custom hats for 
quite a while. “We have been 
in business in Belle Fourche 
for 23 years. Jack has been 
making hats for 23 years here,” 
explained Jennifer Scholl.

If you are looking for any-
thing pertaining to hats, then 
this is the store for you! “We 
have manufactured hats as 
well that can be shaped and hat 
accessories. We have hat bands 
and different things like that; 
they have some little hat ear 
warmers that attach to a hat,” 
shared Jennifer.

Building a custom hat is 
quite a process. “Every hat is 
made for the individual person 
who walks in that door, so you 
would measure your head, get 
the size and the shape, then a 
block is made to match your 

head shape, and the hat is 
made according to the shape,” 
explained Jennifer. “Jack starts 
with an open crown, and you 
choose your quality, your 
color, and your shape—price is 
the same. The quality is what 
changes the price, and if you 
want a bound edge, or if you 
want a ribbon and bow, or if 
you want some sort of a differ-
ent finish.”

It takes around 40 hours to 
make one hat.  Jack can make 
around five hats at a time. He 
works on one and shapes anoth-
er during the drying time. If you 
are wanting a one-of-a-kind hat 
made just for you, you have to 
get in line. Jennifer said, “Right 
now he’s about 10 months out.”

Jack has a passion for mak-
ing hats. Jennifer shared, “We 
talked about retiring, and he 
said, ‘I am retired. I’m doing 
exactly what I want to do.’”

Jennifer stays busy doing 
popular hat bars. She ex-
plained, “What we do is take 
a manufactured hat—you 
pick out the hat you love, and 
then we decorate it. We have 
different fabrics, different 
leathers, different hat bands, 
and you can layer it. You can 
do feathers on it, and if you 
want to change it, we don’t 
glue anything on; everything is 
taped and sewn on.”

The hat bar is a very trendy 
event. If you are interested in 
hosting a party that includes a 

hat bar, reach out to the Weather 
Hat Co. for more information.

Jennifer also has a store in 
Spearfish on Heritage Drive 
called Black Hills Deals and 
Steals. You can find her there 
Thursday and Friday from 
10:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. and Sat-
urday from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Chamber of Commerce Di-
rector Michaela Horn took time 
to thank everyone for coming.

“Thank you so much for 
coming to the Chamber Mixer 
tonight… thank you to our 
lovely host at Weather Hat 
Company, Jack and Jennifer. 
Thank you for incorporating the 
Homestead Store,” she said.

The Connect and Collect 
drawing is held at every 

monthly Chamber Mixer. It is 
offered to just Chamber mem-
bers. Every Chamber member 
business name is put into a pot, 
and each month one name is 
drawn out. The winner receives 
the current cash of $400. You 
must be present to win. This 
Coca-Cola High County was 
picked this month; no one from 
their business was at the mixer, 
so the money rolls over to next 
month.

The June Chamber Mixer 
will be Friday, June 19, at the 
Spearfish Sasquatch game. 
The Chamber has rented out 
the party deck, and tickets can 
be purchased at the game that 
evening.

BELLE FOURCHE—The Belle 
Fourche Chamber of Commerce 
hosted a Coffee Break on the 
morning of May 19 to meet the 
new owner of the AmericInn at 
the hotel.

Paul Sjurseth recently pur-
chased the hotel from Greg and 
Stacey Raisanen, who retired 
after running the business for 
20 years.

Sjurseth took over the hotel 
on March 31 and is no stranger 
to the hospitality industry. He 
brings with him 31 years of 
experience in the hotel business 
and ownership of five hotels. 
“North Dakota, South Dakota, 
Kansas—we used to have some 
in Minnesota, but we sold those. 
We’re based in the Midwest, 
we’re based out of Fargo,” he 
explained.

He said he is excited to be in 
Belle Fourche and is familiar 
with the area. “I used to have a 
hotel in Spearfish and I knew 
Greg and Stacey for years, and 
knew they were retiring, and 
I just wanted to continue their 
legacy, and they wanted to sell 
it to the right person—we’re 
both award-winning hotels, and 
so we want to keep that going.”

The hotels Sjurseth owns op-
erate under the AmericInn and 
Baymont brands of Wyndham 
Hotels & Resorts.

Just over a month after taking 
over ownership, the hotelier is 
making plans. “It’s early yet, 
but as expected… there hasn’t 
been any drastic change in the 
numbers, we’re just focused on 
getting to know my new staff, 

and we’re not changing the 
rules or policies that much just 
the new owner getting to know 
the staff,” said Sjurseth. “And 
then we’re going to be doing a 
renovation and refresh as our 
major focus for the first time.”

The hotel currently employs 
just over 20 staff members. “We 
brought in two new people, and 
the majority of that was because 
Stacey and Greg are no longer 
in the hotel, so we’re gonna get 
two people to try and replace 
them—but we’ve only brought 
on two new people. Otherwise, 
we have the same staff,” said 
Sjurseth.

The innkeeper doesn’t see 
the need to make many chang-
es going forward. He shared, 
“They (Greg and Stacey) did 
an amazing job, so I just want 
to maintain that, really. And 
you know, there’s a few things 
we can change here and there, 
but for the most part, they did 
a great job, so I probably don’t 
have to change a lot.”

In addition to being a hotel 
owner, Sjurseth is a husband 
and father of five children. They 
make their home in Fargo. “So, 
we’re seven hours away, it’s not 
that bad. And I certainly plan to 
come and visit, and I definitely 
want to be a part of the commu-
nity as much as possible, and 
that’s really what we’ll do—our 
goal is to first be a part of the 
community,” he said.

One priority that is close to 
Sjurseth’s heart is taking care of 
veterans. He was in the Army 
for eight years. “I started at Fort 
Bragg, North Carolina, active 
duty, and then I was in the 

National Guard for five years,” 
he explained. “Great experi-
ence—leadership is probably 
what I learned the most in the 
military.”

Taking care of veterans is 
important to Sjurseth. “The 
veterans in town, I definitely 
want to take care of them, and 
I do at all my other hotels—I 
have the National Guard and 
the Reserve staying at all my 
other hotels, and as a disabled 
veteran, I want to just make 
sure we’re taking care of those 
folks. It’s just a special priority 
for me.”

Denver Wilson is the new 
general manager. She has been 
with the AmericInn for 18 
years. The hotel offers a full 
hot breakfast, with Breakfast 
Attendant Diane Wolf mak-
ing eggs to order. There is an 
indoor pool and hot tub that is 
open to the public for $6 per 
person. A conference room 
is also available to rent for 
events.

Sjurseth looks forward to 
being part of the Belle Fourche 
community. “I’ve been in 
the hotel industry for a long 
time, bringing experience and 
knowledge to this turnover. 
We’ll do our best to make this 
hotel even a little bit better 
than it has been—it’s hard to 
improve on number one, but 
all of my hotels are in small-
er communities, and we just 
don’t want to be a part of the 
community, we want to be 
part of the sports, the part of 
the ongoing events in town, 
and we want to participate and 
donate,” he said.

HELP WANTED
Grand Electric Cooperative, Inc. has an opening for a 
Lineman at their outpost in Buffalo, SD.  Preference will be 
given to a Journeyman Lineman.  Applicants should have 
a high school diploma and have completed power line 
training. Position requires a valid South Dakota CDL and 
includes outside work in all types of weather, with irregular 
hours and overtime. Send or email resume, along with 
a Letter of Application by June 1, 2026, to Mike Stadler, 
Manager Electric Operations, Grand Electric Cooperative, 
Inc., P.O. Box 39, Bison, SD 57620.  Email to mstadler@
wrctc.coop.  Grand Electric Cooperative is an equal 
opportunity employer. 
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Our Internet Address: www.stongelivestock.com E-mail: stonge@rushmore.com
We appreciate your business. Call anyone of us any time if you have stock to sell. We are glad to come to your ranch.

PHONES: 1-800-249-1995 • 605-642-2200 • FAX 605-642-7628

Tim Tetrault ~ Fieldman: 605-642-9792 • 605-641-0328
Ron Frame ~ Fieldman: 307-896-6397 • 605-641-0229

Dustin Vining ~ Fieldman: 605-354-9966

Doug Dietterle ~ Auctioneer
605-788-2963

RaNDy Searer ~ Auctioneer
406-480-1974

We appreciate your business. Call any one of us any time if you have stock to sell. We are glad to come to your ranch.

 ST. ONGE LIVESTOCK Now Broadcasts our Sales live on the internet at WWW.CATTLEUSA.COM

Justin Tupper ~ Cattle Yards Manager
605-680-0259 

Brooke Tupper ~ Office Mgr. 605-642-2200
Doug Dietterle ~ Auctioneer 605-788-2963

Randy Searer ~ Auctioneer 406-480-1974
Tim Tetrault ~ Fieldman: 605-642-9792 •  

605-641-0328
Ray Pepin ~ Fieldman: 605-892-5072

Tyler Escott ~ Fieldman: 406-853-5690
Scott Crowser ~ Fieldman: 605-645-2654

JL Driskill  ~ Fieldman: 307-660-5422

NEWELL SHEEP YARDSNEWELL SHEEP YARDS
611 S Dartmouth Ave

Newell, SD 57760
1-800-409-4149 • 605-456-2348 

FAX: 605-456-2436
 Barney Barnes  Sheep Yards 

Mgr. - 605-641-2333
Auctioneer: Casey Humble  

605-490-9829

 Fieldman : Gilbert Wood  
605-456-2400 
605-641-7100

 Fieldman : Dustin Vining  
605-354-9966

2026 CATTLE SALES
June 5th - Weigh Up Cow & Bull Special – Selling All Classes Of Cattle
June 12th – Regular Sale – Selling All Classes Of Cattle
Saturday, June 20th – World Livestock Auctioneer Contest – Selling All Classes Of Cattle

World Livestock Auctioneer Championship (WLAC)
June 17–20, 2026

June 18 - 6:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. — St Onge Livestock BBQ 
& Contestant Draw at Spur Creek Saloon & Ranch, Newell, SD

June 20 – 8:00 AM - WLAC Competition Selling 
All Classes Of Cattle

Call or email for Sponsorship Opportunities
Dianna 

St. Onge Livestock
605-423-6045, dpalmer@tsln-fre.com

2026 SHEEP SALES
June 4th – Regular Sheep Sale– Selling All Classes Of Sheep & Goats

NEWELL SHEEP YARDS
May 28, 2026

Feeder Lamb Special
1:00 PM 

Expecting 1000 To 1500 Feeder Lambs & A Good Run Of 
Slaughter Ewes

Feeder Lambs
WY – 200 Lambs – 70#
SD – 100 Lambs – 90#
SD – 90 Lambs – 80#

ND – 50 Lambs – 100#
SD – 40 Lambs – 80#
SD – 150 Lambs – 80#

Plus More By Sale Time!
Please Have Animals In By 10:00 AM

So They Can All Be Weighed Before The Sale!

Watch Our Sales Live On Cattleusa!

Sheep Report - Thursday, May 28, 2026
Mostly Slaughter Ewes Today And They Sold Steady
Not Enough Lambs To Establish A Market.

Feeder Lamb Special- Selling All Classes Of Sheep & Goats - Start Time 1:00 pm

Animals should be here by 10:00 am so they can be weighed before the sale
Thank you for your business! 

Feeder Lambs
Brown, Dustin Or Kayla, Hot Springs SD .......5 .........Lamb ..................... 47 ......... $355.10 
Peterson, Wade, Enning SD ...........................20 .......Lamb ..................... 77 ......... $333.00 
Page, Ben Or Fran, Faith SD ..........................22 .......Hair Lamb .............. 47 ......... $330.00 
Slaughter Ewes
Page, Ben or Fran, Faith SD ...........................18 .......K Ewe ..................111 ......... $197.50 
Ingalls, Jodee, Faith SD ..................................18 .......K Ewe ..................127 ......... $160.00 
Binger, Brant, Hay Springs NE ........................10 .......K Ewe ..................175 ......... $147.00 
Peterson, Wade, Enning SD ...........................14 .......K Ewe ..................165 ......... $147.00 
Tennant Ranch, Camp Crook SD ...................17 .......K Ewe ..................147 ......... $147.00 
Olson, Casey, Prairie City SD .........................8 .........K Ewe ..................192 ......... $140.00 
Peterson, Wade, Enning SD ...........................9 .........K Ewe ..................182 ......... $140.00 
Tennant Ranch, Camp Crook SD ...................11 .......K Ewe ..................172 ......... $140.00 
Davis, Marlene M, Belle Fourche SD .............15 .......K Ewe ..................198 ......... $139.50 
Secrest, Shannon Or Ashley, Buffalo SD .......18 .......K Ewe ..................196 ......... $139.50 
Binger, Brant, Hay Springs NE ........................21 .......K Ewe ..................188 ......... $139.50 
Gotfredson Elm Creek Ranch, NEwell SD ....31 .......K Ewe ..................223 ......... $132.00 
Gotfredson Elm Creek Ranch, NEwell SD ....5 .........K Ewe ..................148 ......... $122.00 
Slaughter Bucks .......................................................................................................................
Whitney, Jason, NEwcastle WY .....................1 .........Kbuck ..................380 ......... $115.00 
Richards, Duane, Hammond Mt .....................2 .........Kbuck ..................245 ......... $115.00 
Waterland, Chuck, Alzada MT........................3 .........Kbuck ..................215 ......... $115.00

Cattle Report - Friday, May 22, 2026
Right At 2500 Head Today
Lots Of Demand For Pairs & Feeder Cattle Despite The Board Being $20 Lower

Next Sale - May 29, 2026 - Regular Sale - 9:00 AM

Thank you for Marketing with St Onge Livestock! 

Feeder Cattle
Horseshoe I Ranch, Broadus MT ..........................39 ...Blk ......Str ................757 ....... $402.00 
Horseshoe I Ranch, Broadus MT ....................... 160 ...Blk ......Str ................682 ....... $442.50 
Horseshoe I Ranch, Broadus MT ..........................21 ...Blk ......Str ................611 ....... $463.00 
Williams Ranch Co LLC, Moorcroft WY ................84 ...Bbld ...Hfr  ...............672 ....... $412.50 
Williams Ranch Co LLC, Moorcroft WY ................62 ...Bbld ...Hfr  ...............605 ....... $438.00 
Carter, John D, Gillette WY .....................................17 ...Blk ......Hfr  ...............645 ....... $424.00 
Clark, Merle J, Hulett WY ........................................27 ...Blk ......Hfr  ...............672 ....... $398.00 
Hutchinson Trust, Drew & Judy, Aladdin WY ........34 ...Red ....Hfr  ...............579 ....... $467.00 
Hutchinson Trust, Drew & Judy, Aladdin WY ........22 ...Red ....Hfr  ...............492 ....... $520.00 
Saunders Land & Livestock, Gillette WY ...............85 ...Bbld ...Hfr  ...............738 ....... $381.00 
Saunders Land & Livestock, Gillette WY ...............29 ...Red ....Hfr  ...............759 ....... $362.00 
Stiegelmeier, Matt, Otter MT ...................................12 ...B/R .....Hfr  ...............880 ....... $342.50 
Wondercheck, Joseph & Dorothy E, Moorcroft WY ........17 ...B/R .....Hfr  ...............597 ....... $437.50 
Pairs - Sold By The Pair
Geis, Jack, Greybull WY .........................................15 ...Blk ......Heifer ...........1218 .. $5,250.00 
Geis, Jack, Greybull WY .........................................28 ...Blk ......Heifer ...........1218 .. $5,050.00 
Geis, Jack, Greybull WY .........................................15 ...Bbld ...Mixed Age ...1478 .. $4,850.00 
Geis, Jack, Greybull WY .........................................36 ...Bbld ...Mixed Age ...1554 .. $4,500.00 
Balo, Mona J, Whitewood SD .................................13 ...Bbld ...Mixed Age ...1510 .. $4,050.00 
Behrens Ranch LLC, Hermosa SD .......................45 ...Bbld ...Mixed Age ...1362 .. $4,275.00 
Ellsbury Livestock LLC, Sundance WY .................22 ...Blk ......Broken .........1400 .. $4,250.00 
Jones, Howard H & Kristin D, Rozet WY ...............11 ...Bbld ...Mixed Age ...1739 .. $4,500.00 
Lambert, Bill & Or Marcia, Osage WY ...................27 ...B/R .....Mixed Age ...1538 .. $4,275.00 
Lensegrav, Kelsey, Kyle SD.....................................40 ...B/R .....Mixed Age ...1411 .. $3,975.00 
Powell, Stanley, Biddle MT ......................................19 ...Blk ......Mixed Age ...1486 .. $4,725.00 
Randall, Curt, Broadus MT .....................................25 ...Blk ......Heifer ...........1245 .. $5,100.00 
Rourke, Beau Or Megan, Gillette WY ....................12 ...Blk ......Mixed Age ...1275 .. $4,900.00 
Rourke, Beau Or Megan, Gillette WY ....................18 ...Blk ......S-Ss .............1505 .. $4,500.00 
Stinson Livestock, Moorcroft WY ...........................14 ...Blk ......Mixed Age ...1120 .. $4,700.00 
Weigh Up Cows
21 Ranch Inc, Sundance WY ...................................4 ...Red ....Hfrt ...............1183 ..... $279.00 
969 Ranch, Broadus MT ...........................................1 ...Blk ......Cow .............1375 ..... $189.50 
Antlers Angus Ranch LLC, Moorcroft WY ...............4 ...Blk ......Hfrt ...............1071 ..... $307.50 
Antlers Angus Ranch LLC, Moorcroft WY ...............1 ...Blk ......Cow .............1465 ..... $189.50 
Antlers Angus Ranch LLC, Moorcroft WY ...............2 ...Blk ......Cow .............1455 ..... $188.00 
Bachand, Benny R, Sturgis SD ................................1 ...Blk ......Hfrt ...............925 ....... $335.00 
Balo, Mona J, Whitewood SD ...................................1 ...Blk ......Hfrt ...............1100 ..... $297.50 
Balo, Mona J, Whitewood SD .................................10 ...Bld ......Cwette .........1154 ..... $247.50 
Balo, Mona J, Whitewood SD ...................................8 ...B/R .....Cow .............1400 ..... $190.00 
Balo, Mona J, Whitewood SD ...................................2 ...Blk ......Cow .............1435 ..... $187.00 
Barbero Inc, Boyes MT .............................................1 ...Blk ......Cow .............1430 ..... $192.00 
Barbero Inc, Boyes MT .............................................3 ...Blk ......Cow .............1435 ..... $191.50 
Barbour, Tom, Gillette WY .........................................1 ...Blk ......Cow .............1480 ..... $185.00 
Blair Bros LLC, Vale SD ............................................1 ...Blk ......Cow .............1720 ..... $181.00 
Clark, Merle J, Hulett WY ..........................................2 ...Blk ......Hfrt ...............1027 ..... $318.00 
Clark, Merle J, Hulett WY ..........................................1 ...Blk ......Hfrt ...............830 ....... $310.00 
Courtney Ranch Inc, Alzada MT ..............................3 ...Blk ......Cow .............1400 ..... $190.50 
Courtney Ranch Inc, Alzada MT ..............................3 ...Bbld ...Cow .............1601 ..... $181.00 
Crowser, Scott Or Carla, Whitewood SD .................5 ...Red ....Cow .............1368 ..... $187.50 
Davis Family Trust, Marlene M, Belle Fourche SD .2 ...............Cow .............1430 ..... $175.00 
Dewey, Todd Or Susan, Box Elder SD ....................1 ...Blk ......Cow .............1320 ..... $191.50 
Dewey, Todd Or Susan, Box Elder SD ....................1 ...Blk ......Cow .............1550 ..... $187.00 
Eatherton & Darin James Bowe, Chermeya, Upton WY .....3 ...Blk ......Hfrt ...............930 ....... $310.00 
Eatherton & Darin James Bowe, Chermeya, Upton WY .....1 ...Blk ......Hfrt ...............1095 ..... $287.50 
Ehlert, Bill, Belle Fourche SD ....................................2 ...R/Ch ..Cwette .........720 ....... $240.00 
Ehlert, Bill, Belle Fourche SD ....................................1 ...Bld ......Cow .............1155 ..... $178.00 
Ehlert, Bill, Belle Fourche SD ....................................1 ...Red ....Cow .............1405 ..... $175.00 
Eothen Corporation, Aladdin WY .............................1 ...Blk ......Cwette .........1115 ..... $255.00 
Eothen Corporation, Aladdin WY .............................1 ...Blk ......Cow .............1525 ..... $192.00 
Everett Zimmerschied Livestock, Moorcroft WY .....1 ...Blk ......Hfrt ...............1125 ..... $275.00 
Everett Zimmerschied Livestock, Moorcroft WY .....3 ...B/R .....Cow .............1410 ..... $192.00 
Geis, Jack, Greybull WY ...........................................1 ...Blk ......Hfrt ...............930 ....... $335.00 
Geis, Jack, Greybull WY .........................................11 ...Bbld ...Hfrt ...............1050 ..... $317.50 
Geis, Jack, Greybull WY ...........................................1 ...Rbld ...Hfrt ...............1015 ..... $290.00 
Geis, Jack, Greybull WY ...........................................1 ...Blk ......Cwette .........895 ....... $245.00 
Gregg, Bernie Or Paula, Belle Fourche SD.............1 ...Blk ......Cwette .........1030 ..... $265.00 
Hansen, Eric, Wall SD ...............................................1 ...Blk ......Hfrt ...............980 ....... $335.00 
Hayden, Tony S Or Karen D, Gillette WY ................3 ...Blk ......Cow .............1420 ..... $189.00 
Hayden, Tony S Or Karen D, Gillette WY ................1 ...Blk ......Cow .............1535 ..... $181.00 
Heart H Partnership, LLC, Camp Crook SD ...........2 ...Bbld ...Cow .............1477 ..... $190.00 
Heart H Partnership, LLC, Camp Crook SD ...........2 ...Bbld ...Cow .............1415 ..... $190.00 
Heart H Partnership, LLC, Camp Crook SD ...........1 ...Blk ......Cow .............1275 ..... $180.00 
Hutchinson Trust, Drew & Judy, Aladdin WY ..........1 ...Red ....Hfrt ...............1000 ..... $322.50 
Ivn Cattle Co LLC, NEwcastle WY ...........................1 ...Bld ......Cwette .........830 ....... $230.00 
Ivn Cattle Co LLC, NEwcastle WY ...........................3 ...Blk ......Cwette .........1423 ..... $225.00 
Jones, Clinton C & Amy L, Rozet WY ......................2 ...Blk ......Cow .............1482 ..... $192.00 
Joslyn, Scott, Gillette WY ..........................................1 ...Blk ......Cwette .........1025 ..... $272.50 
Joslyn, Scott, Gillette WY ..........................................1 ...Blk ......Cwette .........1340 ..... $224.00 
Joslyn, Scott, Gillette WY ..........................................1 ...Blk ......Cwette .........1230 ..... $222.50 
Joslyn, Scott, Gillette WY ..........................................4 ...Blk ......Cow .............1381 ..... $191.00 
Joslyn, Scott, Gillette WY ..........................................1 ...Blk ......Cow .............1270 ..... $189.00 
Joslyn, Scott, Gillette WY ..........................................1 ...Blk ......Cow .............1720 ..... $181.00 
K & D Livestock, Volborg MT ....................................3 ...Blk ......Hfrt ...............1223 ..... $280.00 
K & D Livestock, Volborg MT ....................................1 ...Blk ......Cow .............1525 ..... $190.00 
Kammerer, Matt Or April, Rapid City SD .................1 ...Blk ......Cow .............1400 ..... $188.00 
Kammerer, Matt Or April, Rapid City SD .................1 ...Blk ......Cow .............1430 ..... $187.00 
K-C Ranch, Vale SD ..................................................1 ...Blk ......Cow .............1500 ..... $191.50 
K-C Ranch, Vale SD ..................................................2 ...Blk ......Cow .............1452 ..... $187.00 
Kinghorn, Ray, St Onge SD ......................................1 ...Herf ...Cwette .........1170 ..... $240.00 
Knuppe, Rich, Hill City SD ........................................1 ...Blk ......Cow .............1160 ..... $181.00 
Kubacher Jason, Broadus MT..................................1 ...Blk ......Cwette .........1210 ..... $267.50 
Kubacher Jason, Broadus MT..................................2 ...Blk ......Cow .............1465 ..... $191.50 
Larson, Tom, Belle Fourche SD ...............................1 ...Blk ......Cow .............1605 ..... $188.00 
Lawrence, Edward, Alzada MT ................................1 ...Bld ......Cwette .........1235 ..... $265.00 
Lawrence, Edward, Alzada MT ................................1 ...Blk ......Cow .............1495 ..... $190.50 
Lawrence, Edward, Alzada MT ................................2 ...Blk ......Cow .............1672 ..... $188.00 
Lawrence, Justin, Alzada MT ...................................1 ...Blk ......Hfrt ...............1060 ..... $317.50 
Lawrence, Justin, Alzada MT ...................................1 ...Blk ......Cow .............1600 ..... $190.00 
Leffingwell Cattle Co, Broadus MT ..........................5 ...Blk ......Hfrt ...............1108 ..... $300.00 
Leffingwell Cattle Co, Broadus MT ..........................5 ...Blk ......Cow .............1509 ..... $192.00 
Leffingwell Cattle Co, Broadus MT ..........................1 ...Blk ......Cow .............1355 ..... $189.00 
Lensegrav, Colleen, Interior SD ................................4 ...Blk ......Hfrt ...............1100 ..... $282.50 
Lensegrav, Colleen, Interior SD ................................1 ...Blk ......Cwette .........1080 ..... $237.50 
Lensegrav, Colleen, Interior SD ................................1 ...Blk ......Cwette .........1330 ..... $215.00 
Lensegrav, Kelsey, Kyle SD.......................................1 ...Bld ......Cwette .........1275 ..... $247.50 
Lensegrav, Kelsey, Kyle SD.......................................1 ...Blk ......Cow .............1430 ..... $189.50 
Lensegrav, Kelsey, Kyle SD.......................................5 ...B/R .....Cow .............1577 ..... $189.00 
Lensegrav, Kelsey, Kyle SD.......................................2 ...Bld ......Cow .............1235 ..... $186.50 
Lensegrav, Kelsey, Kyle SD.......................................1 ...Herf ...Cow .............1320 ..... $181.00 
Mader, Arnie, Biddle MT ............................................1 ...Red ....Hfrt ...............990 ....... $322.50 
Mader, Arnie, Biddle MT ............................................1 ...Red ....Hfrt ...............920 ....... $317.50 
Mader, Arnie, Biddle MT ............................................4 ...B/R .....Cow .............1423 ..... $189.00 
Mader, Arnie, Biddle MT ............................................1 ...Blk ......Cow .............1160 ..... $182.00 
Mangen, Mary Alice, Broadus MT ...........................1 ...Blk ......Hfrt ...............1085 ..... $310.00 
Mangen, Mary Alice, Broadus MT ...........................1 ...Blk ......Cow .............1440 ..... $182.00 

Mangen, Mary Alice, Broadus MT ...........................1 ...Blk ......Cow .............1755 ..... $180.00 
Maude, Marion D, Hermosa SD ...............................2 ...Blk ......Cwette .........1182 ..... $212.50 
Mcfarland, Chris, Rapid City SD ...............................1 ...Blk ......Cow .............1460 ..... $181.00 
Mills, Steve, Boyes MT ..............................................2 ...Blk ......Cow .............1505 ..... $189.00 
Mills, Troy, Boyes MT .................................................1 ...Blk ......Hfrt ...............1125 ..... $285.00 
Owen, Jack, Alzada MT ............................................7 ...Red ....Hfrt ...............982 ....... $330.00 
Owen, Jack, Alzada MT ............................................1 ...Red ....Cwette .........1270 ..... $237.50 
Owen, Jack, Alzada MT ..........................................10 ...Red ....Cow .............1345 ..... $189.50 
Patten, Clayton, Broadus MT ...................................1 ...Blk ......Cow .............1495 ..... $189.00 
Patten, Clayton, Broadus MT ...................................2 ...B/R .....Cow .............1272 ..... $187.00 
Persson, Benjamin Earl, Gillette WY .......................2 ...Blk ......Cwette .........1155 ..... $240.00 
Pierson, Jeri Ann, Hulett WY ....................................1 ...Bld ......Cow .............1445 ..... $184.00 
Quaring, Dennis, Broadus MT ..................................2 ...Rrbl ....Cow .............1495 ..... $189.50 
Quaring, Dennis, Broadus MT ..................................1 ...Blk ......Cow .............1635 ..... $189.00 
Randall Inc, Broadus MT ..........................................4 ...B/R .....Cwette .........1251 ..... $217.50 
Randall Inc, Broadus MT ........................................22 ...B/R .....Cow .............1580 ..... $190.00 
Randall, Ray, Broadus MT ........................................1 ...Blk ......Hfrt ...............1075 ..... $309.00 
Redding, Clay, Forsyth MT ........................................1 ...Red ....Hfrt ...............935 ....... $292.50 
Redding, Clay, Forsyth MT ........................................1 ...Red ....Cwette .........975 ....... $220.00 
Redding, Clay, Forsyth MT ........................................4 ...Red ....Cow .............1527 ..... $192.00 
Redding, Clay, Forsyth MT ........................................1 ...Red ....Cow .............1265 ..... $191.50 
Richter, Mike, Whitewood SD ...................................2 ...Red ....Hfrt ...............930 ....... $330.00 
Rourke, Beau Or Megan, Gillette WY ......................2 ...Blk ......Hfrt ...............947 ....... $295.00 
Rourke, Beau Or Megan, Gillette WY ......................2 ...Blk ......Cwette .........1222 ..... $224.00 
Rourke, Beau Or Megan, Gillette WY ......................3 ...Blk ......Cow .............1498 ..... $192.00 
Rumph, Owen, Biddle MT ........................................1 ...Blk ......Cow .............1550 ..... $188.00 
Rumph, Richard, Biddle MT .....................................1 ...Blk ......Cow .............1440 ..... $188.00 
Russiff Lazy Pk Ranch, Lewistown MT...................1 ...Blk ......Cow .............1430 ..... $192.50 
Russiff Lazy Pk Ranch, Lewistown MT...................1 ...Blk ......Cow .............1520 ..... $190.00 
Russiff Lazy Pk Ranch, Lewistown MT...................4 ...Blk ......Cow .............1501 ..... $190.00 
Saunders Land & Livestock, Gillette WY .................2 ...Red ....Cwette .........1320 ..... $245.00 
Saunders Land & Livestock, Gillette WY .................1 ...Blk ......Cwette .........1450 ..... $234.00 
Saunders Land & Livestock, Gillette WY .................1 ...............Cow .............940 ....... $200.00 
Saunders Land & Livestock, Gillette WY .................1 ...Blk ......Cow .............1540 ..... $189.00 
Shaykett, Alan, Nisland SD .......................................2 ...Blk ......Cow .............1362 ..... $187.50 
Slovek, Doug, Broadus MT .......................................2 ...Blk ......Cwette .........1135 ..... $240.00 
Steer Inc Hib Randall Inc, Bismarck ND ..................1 ...Blk ......Cow .............1570 ..... $190.00 
Steffes, Darrell, Vale SD ...........................................1 ...Blk ......Cow .............1585 ..... $190.50 
Stevens, Jan, Ashland MT ........................................3 ...Blk ......Hfrt ...............978 ....... $290.00 
Stevens, Jan, Ashland MT ........................................8 ...Blk ......Cow .............1283 ..... $191.00 
Tarver Heart X Ranch, Gillette WY ..........................1 ...Blk ......Cow .............1415 ..... $182.00 
Telsrow, Richard Or Charlotte, Aladdin WY .............1 ...Blk ......Hfrt ...............1055 ..... $277.50 
Tveidt, Toby, Sturgis SD ............................................1 ...Bld ......Cow .............1385 ..... $188.50 
Vivian, Chad, Ashland MT ........................................2 ...Blk ......Hfrt ...............970 ....... $337.50 
Vivian, Chad, Ashland MT ........................................1 ...Blk ......Cwette .........900 ....... $237.50 
Vivian, Chad, Ashland MT ........................................1 ...Blk ......Cow .............1020 ..... $200.00 
Vivian, Chad, Ashland MT ........................................1 ...Blk ......Cow .............1500 ..... $192.00 
Vivian, Chad, Ashland MT ........................................3 ...Blk ......Cow .............1253 ..... $186.00 
Vivian, Chad, Ashland MT ........................................1 ...Blk ......Cow .............1295 ..... $181.00 
Weber Rev Trust, Sturgis SD ....................................2 ...Blk ......Cow .............1630 ..... $191.50 
Weber Rev Trust, Sturgis SD ....................................1 ...Blk ......Cow .............1680 ..... $190.50 
Weirather, Craig Or Shelby, NEwell SD ....................4 ...Blk ......Cwette .........1272 ..... $264.00 
Woodward, Jerry Or Laurie, Custer SD ...................1 ...Blk ......Cwette .........780 ....... $240.00 
Weigh Up Bulls
Pierson, Jeri Ann, Hulett WY ....................................1 ...Blk ......Bull ...............2500 ..... $227.50 
Burch, Dallas J & Anna, Oshoto WY .......................1 ...Blk ......Bull ...............2470 ..... $195.00 
Heart H Partnership, LLC, Camp Crook SD ...........1 ...Blk ......Bull ...............2440 ..... $215.00 
Ritthaler Cattle Co, Upton WY ..................................1 ...Blk ......Bull ...............2340 ..... $235.00 
Crago Land & Livestock, Belle Fourche SD ............1 ...Blk ......Bull ...............2335 ..... $221.00 
Leffingwell Cattle Co, Broadus MT ..........................1 ...Blk ......Bull ...............2305 ..... $197.50 
969 Ranch, Broadus MT ...........................................1 ...Blk ......Bull ...............2280 ..... $225.00 
969 Ranch, Broadus MT ...........................................1 ...Blk ......Bull ...............2280 ..... $205.00 
969 Ranch, Broadus MT ...........................................1 ...Blk ......Bull ...............2275 ..... $235.00 
Otwell Family Living Trust, Moorcroft WY ................1 ...Blk ......Bull ...............2240 ..... $207.00 
Morella, Linda, Broadus MT .....................................1 ...Blk ......Bull ...............2180 ..... $201.00 
Burch Jr, Harold J & Rebecca, Oshoto WY .............1 ...Blk ......Bull ...............2115 ..... $217.50 
Tope Livestock LLC, Hulett WY ................................1 ...Blk ......Bull ...............2100 ..... $235.00 
Op Bar Ranch LLP, St Onge SD ..............................1 ...Blk ......Bull ...............2075 ..... $240.00 
Balo, Mona J, Whitewood SD ...................................1 ...Blk ......Bull ...............2060 ..... $225.00 
Leffingwell Cattle Co, Broadus MT ..........................2 ...Blk ......Bull ...............2045 ..... $227.50 
Elmore Cattle Co, Gillette WY ..................................3 ...Blk ......Bull ...............1981 ..... $227.50 
Stevens, Jan, Ashland MT ........................................1 ...Blk ......Bull ...............1970 ..... $220.00 
Telsrow, Richard Or Charlotte, Aladdin WY .............1 ...Blk ......Bull ...............1950 ..... $225.00 
Randall, Curt, Broadus MT .......................................1 ...Blk ......Bull ...............1940 ..... $222.50 
Ritthaler Cattle Co, Upton WY ..................................2 ...Blk ......Bull ...............1922 ..... $185.00 
Balo, Mona J, Whitewood SD ...................................1 ...Blk ......Bull ...............1910 ..... $215.00 
Heart H Partnership, LLC, Camp Crook SD ...........1 ...Blk ......Bull ...............1895 ..... $212.50 
Clements, Austin, Glendive MT ................................1 ...Blk ......Bull ...............1895 ..... $191.00 
Leffingwell Cattle Co, Broadus MT ..........................2 ...Blk ......Bull ...............1842 ..... $225.00 
Leffingwell Cattle Co, Broadus MT ..........................2 ...Blk ......Bull ...............1832 ..... $210.00 
Vivian, Chad, Ashland MT ........................................2 ...Blk ......Bull ...............1815 ..... $225.00 
Millers Crow Creek Ranch LLC, Spearfish SD .......1 ...Blk ......Bull ...............1795 ..... $215.00 
Knuppe, Ken, Buffalo Gap SD .................................1 ...Blk ......Bull ...............1775 ..... $195.00 
Falzerano, Warren C, Belle Fourche SD .................2 ...Blk ......Bull ...............1765 ..... $207.00 
Saunders Land & Livestock, Gillette WY .................1 ...Blk ......Bull ...............1710 ..... $205.00 
Balo, Mona J, Whitewood SD ...................................6 ...Blk ......Bull ...............1710 ..... $205.00 
Leffingwell Cattle Co, Broadus MT ..........................3 ...Blk ......Bull ...............1676 ..... $214.00 
Williams, Charles L, Alzada MT ...............................1 ...Blk ......Bull ...............1675 ..... $217.50 
Williams, Charles L, Alzada MT ...............................1 ...Blk ......Bull ...............1665 ..... $190.00 
Pierson, Jeri Ann, Hulett WY ....................................1 ...Blk ......Bull ...............1665 ..... $202.50 
Baker Revocable Living Trust, John Charles & Judith L, Whitewood SD ......1 ...Blk ......Bull ...............1635 ..... $196.00 
969 Ranch, Broadus MT ...........................................1 ...Blk ......Bull ...............1575 ..... $210.00 
Williams, Charles L, Alzada MT ...............................2 ...Blk ......Bull ...............1525 ..... $212.50 
Williams, Charles L, Alzada MT ...............................1 ...Blk ......Bull ...............1320 ..... $227.50 
Ehlert, Bill, Belle Fourche SD ....................................2 ...Blk ......Bull ...............1295 ..... $216.00 
Jordan, Steven Wayne & Nicole E, Alva WY ..........2 ...Blk ......Bull ...............1292 ..... $240.00 
Ivn Cattle Co LLC, NEwcastle WY ...........................1 ...Blk ......Bull ...............1255 ..... $252.50 
Elmore Cattle Co, Gillette WY ................................12 ...Blk ......Bull ...............1201 ..... $255.00 
Knuppe, Ken, Buffalo Gap SD .................................1 ...Blk ......Bull ...............1140 ..... $274.00 
Williams, Charles L, Alzada MT ...............................1 ...Blk ......Bull ...............1035 ..... $240.00 
Leffingwell Cattle Co, Broadus MT ..........................6 ...Blk ......Bull ...............1020 ..... $299.00 
Op Bar Ranch LLP, St Onge SD ..............................1 ...Herf ...Bull ...............2705 ..... $194.00 
Tope Livestock LLC, Hulett WY ................................1 ...Herf ...Bull ...............1900 ..... $197.00 
Mitchell, Sabrina W, Aladdin WY ..............................1 ...Herf ...Bull ...............1435 ..... $187.00 
Komes, Brandon, Sturgis SD....................................1 ...Herf ...Bull ...............915 ....... $270.00 
Mb Cattle Co, Whitewood SD...................................1 ...Red ....Bull ...............2195 ..... $230.00 
Rockin Tree Ranch LLC, Sturgis SD ........................4 ...Red ....Bull ...............1571 ..... $200.00 
Rockin Tree Ranch LLC, Sturgis SD ........................1 ...Red ....Bull ...............1395 ..... $207.50 
Rockin Tree Ranch LLC, Sturgis SD ........................4 ...Red ....Bull ...............1172 ..... $260.00 
Redding, Clay, Forsyth MT ........................................2 ...Red ....Bull ...............1105 ..... $282.50

St Onge Livestock has a receiving station for the Gillette Area every Thursday.  It is on 
Northern Drive in Gillette.  Call Doug Miller at 307-660-0960 to let him know what is 
coming.  You can unload all day every Thursday until 3 pm.  You pay receiving station 
fee of $3 per head & $2.50/cwt for trucking.  You can also call Justin Tupper at 605-680-

0259 & he can let them know your cattle are coming also.
THE BROADUS RECEIVING STATION IS TAKING CATTLE EVERY THURSDAY FOR OUR 

SALES ON FRIDAY.  You can drop your cattle off every Thursday by 3pm. You pay receiving 
station fee of $3 per head & $2.50/cwt for trucking.  For more information, call Tyler 
or Brandy Escott at 406-421-5579 or 406-951-1666 or Justin Tupper at 605-680-0259.

Attention to all sheep & goat producers: It is required that every male & female animal over the age of 12 
months have a scrapies tag in place to sell.  These tags can be obtained by the producer for FREE by 
calling 1-866-873-2824.  If they come to the sale barn without being tagged, you will be charged $4/hd 

for our vet to do them.  Please call us if you have any questions.

Video Auction Time is Coming up very, quickly - If  you are 
considering filming your Calves or Yearlings for Fall Delivery 

Contact Us For Your Video Marketing Needs

We are reps for 
SUPERIOR LIVESTOCK AUCTION

Friday, May 29, 2026
Weigh Up Cow & Bull Special

9:00 AM – Weigh Ups   
12:00 Noon – Feeder Cattle Followed By Bred Cows

BT-Branding Time Shots   PC-PreCondition Shots   DF-Drug Free   BV-Bangs Vaccinated   NI- No Implants

Pairs
Fulton Ranch – 40 Red Hfrs W/ Red Calves At Side

Feeder Cattle
Fulton Ranch – 40 Red Hfrs – 800-900# - Open

Plus More By Sale Time!
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GARAGE DOORS

Free
Estimates

Belle
Fourche

Sales / Installation / Service / Residential / Commercial
Need a new door? Old door need repair? Call:

605-569-2397

Black Hills Vision Care
“Keeping Your Future in Focus”

605-892-2020
1830 5th Avenue Belle Fourche

 
Optometrist
Dr. Heidi Nash

Opticians
Steve Jewett
December White
 

IRRIGATION PROS

SPRINKLER SYSTEMS
AND LANDSCAPING

Fast, Friendly Service!
DOUGLAS PETRE

605.580.1807

FREE ESTIMATES
•Sprinkler Systems
   Installation &
   Maintainence
•Landscaping
•Retaining Walls 

PO Box 721
Belle Fourche SD, 57717

DirtWorks@norcell.us

2111 5th Ave Belle Fourche, SD 57717
(605) 892-2120

Phil Kissack
Registered Representative

Aaron: 605-645-0422  •  Austin: 605-218-3359
Kevin: 605-801-0974

11363 US Hwy 212 • Belle Fourche, SD 57717
605-892-2230

WWW.LINDSKOVIMP.COM

2024 KUBOTA M8-181

$160,000

Front Loader & MDS Grapple Bucket
180 HP Engine • Semi-PowerShift Transmission

CCLS Hydraulics • Only 90 Hours!

Mick Harrison

“The Constituent”
Oil 

Website:
www.MickHarrison.com

Email:
mickart@

mickharrison.com

Mailing Address:
Mick Harrison 

Paintings
PO Box 457

 Belle Fourche, 
SD 57717

Scott Peterson Sales
Quality Used Equipment 

Scott: 605-641-7268 | Ken: 605-641-6466

JD 338 Baler
540 PTO

LIKE NEW!

Case Disk Chisel
12’ with 4” spikes

CIH 4900 Cultivator
40’

5 Bar Harrow

'16 
Haybuster-CMF1150, 

710 cu. ft. 2 
76”screws, Digi Star 

Scale, Like New! 

 $29,000

Woods 3180
15’

$9,900 $14,500$14,500 $13,900$6,950$6,950

PINE’S EDGE MINI BARNS LLC

19060 US HWY 85
BELLE FOURCHE, SD

605-723-5952

Design your own!

WITH 3D
BUILDER!
FREE DELIVERY

CLOSED TUESDAYS

Many Styles to Ch�se Fr�
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by Mary Buchholz

Looking Back in Belle
These articles come from newpaper microfilm from the 

Belle Fourche Public library, using a new microfilm reader and printer.  The photographs are 
from the Tri-State Museum.                      
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Shawn D. Stinton, D.C.
Stinton Chiropractic Clinic, P.C.

517 Grant Street
Belle Fourche, SD 57717
(605) 892-4909

“Consider chiropractic care first.”

SEPTIC SYSTEMS - BASEMENTS - DUMP TRUCK

BENJAMIN CHENEY
605-569-6151

No job too small!
REDWATEREXCAVATING@NORCELL.US

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED - FREE ESTIMATES!

Light & Medium
Towing & Recovery

John M. Tracy
605.641.5194
Fax 605.723.0067

Locations in Belle Fourche and Spearfish | Serving the Tri-State Area

24 HOUR
Jump Starts

Roadside Assistance
Lockouts

131 years ago
The Black Hills Union
September 27, 1895
BELLE FOURCHE BURNED  
Nothing But Smoulding 
Ruins Mark the Site  As 
we got to press we learn that 
the town of Belle Fourche was 
destroyed by fire Wednesday 
morning. The fire started in the 
butcher shop owned by Knight, 
and in a short time all of the 
best business houses in town 
were in ashes.  Two brick and 
ne stone building being all that 
is left to mark the sopt where 
the business protion of the town 
stood.  Certain parties in the 
vicity are suspected and one of 
them is now under arrest. Loss 
known. 
100 years ago
The Northwest Post
May 27, 1926
SPRING TERM OF COURT 
HAS ENDED Several Law 
Violators to Pay the penalty 
With a Trip to the State 
Penitentiary  The jury in the 
case of State vs. Walter Fegert, 
charged with the larceny of 
a horse belonging to James 
Herrett, returned a verdict of 
not guilty, and the defendant 
was allowed to depart. The next 
jury case up for trial was that of 
McCord, Brady Co vs. Model 
Bakery co., one of the actions 
resulting from the failure of the 
Belle Fourche State Bank. The 
jury: S. H. Class, D. F. Howell, 
Henry Becket, W. H. Ernest Jr., 
Ed Gates, G. F. Senson, George 
Bean, C. S. Kiley, G. H. Brink, 
A. B. Albert. On motion of 
counsel for plaintiff, the court 
directed a verdict for plaintiff, 
Judgment being in the sum of 
$324.29. 
Memorial DAY PROGRAM  
Memorial Day services in 
Belle Fourche will be held next 
Sunday morning, beginning 
at 10:15, at the Legion hall.  
Harold Steck and Harold 
Widdoss, each with a group of 
boys, will call at the various 
homes in the city next Saturday 
morning to collect flowers for 
the decoration of graves at the 
cemeteries, and it is urgently 
requested that all who have 
flowers to spare will be as 
liberal as possible in providing 
the same.  Following the 
program and services at the hall 
the parade will form and march 
to the court house, where cars 
will be provided to take all to 
the cemeteries, where short 
services will be held and the 
graves decorated.  
Community Events  The 
last meeting of the season of 
the Inquiry Club was held at 
Miss Florence Smiley’s home 
on Tuesday evening, May 
18, and it also was the final 
one for this young ladies’ 
club. An interesting review 
of O. W. Coursey’s book, 
“Beautiful Black Hills” by 
Miss McWhirter, and one of 
“the Glass House,” by Miss 
Anderson, occupied the time 
most pleasantly for everyone. 
Refreshment were served, and 
pleasant memories of past 
meeting were mingled with 
anticipations of vacation time 
at hand.  

75 years ago
The Belle Fourche Daily Post
 May 15, 1951
BRADLEY NEXT IN 
MACARTHUR PROBE  
Washington, May 14 – General 
George Marshall has concluded 
his testimony in the MacArthur 
investigation.  Another five star 
general will go to bat next for 
the administration to defend 
the firing of MacArthur.  Omar 
Bradley, chairman of the joint 
chiefs of staff, is scheduled to 
begin answering questions at 
10 a. m. tomorrow for the 26 
senate investigators. In his last 
day on the stand today, Marshall 
presented a somewhat different 
picture than the Republicans 
had painted of relations between 
MacArthur and the government. 
Some of MacArthur’s support-
ers charged a deliberate plot to 
get rid of the general. But, the 
defense secretary said, on the 
contrary, that MacArthur had 
been handled with kid gloves. 
Marshall said, “We had to 
proceed in a very careful man-
ner… with General MacArthur 
because of his attitude.”
GARY TRUMAN WINS 
BELLE MARBLE HONORS 
Gary Truman, sharpshooting 
son of Mr. and Mrs. Thomas 
Truman, carried off first place 
honors in the VFW spon-
sored marble tournament here 
Saturday, it was announced 
yesterday by tourney chairman 
Glenn Bradley.  Second place 
went to Eugene Bradley, third 
to Maruice Ernest. Three large 
rings were in action and two 
small ones for the younger 
boys. Rand (Butch) Schuft won 
first on one of the small rings. 
Robert Metz was first on the 
other small ring. Bradley says 
he will take Truman, Bradley 
and Ernest to Sturgis Saturday 
to compete in the district VFW 
tourney. 
11 Sailors Die In Blazing Ship   
Norfolk, VA, May 14 – At least 
11 sailors perished today in the 
blaming collision of the United 
States seaplane tender “Valcour” 
with coal ship off Cape Henry, 
VA. The navy says the death 
toll may reach 19.  The tender’s 
store of high test aviation gaso-
line roared into flame immedi-
ately after she was rammed by 
the collier “Thomas Tracy” in 
perfect weather. The navy ship 
was turned into a roaring infer-
no, and her lower decks became 
a tomb for a number of her 215 
crewmen.  Nine charred bodies 
were found in the Valcour’s 
blackened engine room after the 
fires were quenched by rescue 
workers wearing gas masks. An-
other sailor was killed outright 
when the first flash of fire ripped 
the vessel’s topside. Another 
died of injuries after jumping 
overboard. Sixteen injured 
sailors were taken to Norfolk 
hospitals. None of the collier’s 
50 t 75 crewman was reported 
injured.  Four more of the Val-
cour’s compartments, sealed off 
by the flames, were not entered 
as the listing hulk of the supply 
ship was towed toward port. 
Scores of bluejackets jumped 
into the swirling currents of 
Hampton Roads to escape the 

fire and 156 men, including 
the injured were taken ashore 
aboard rescue ships. Calculating 
the number ashore, the known 
dead and those who stayed with 
the Valcour to fight the fire, the 
navy figured that sever or eight 
men still were missing. Thus the 
final death toll might reach 18 or 
19.  A full navy court of inquiry 
into the accident was ordered by 
the commander of the Atlantic 
Fleet air wing. The court will 
meet tomorrow at the Norfolk 
naval air station. 
50 years ago
The Belle Fourche Daily Post
May 27, 1976

Plans Change In Swimming 
Pool Charges  Belle Fourche’s 
municipal swimming pool will 
be open June 1, it was an-
nounced yesterday by Manager 
Lavera Lushbough. Along 
with the announcement of the 
opening came some statements 
concerning increase in charges, 
and changes in operational pro-
cedures.  Manager Lushbough 
called attention to the fact that 
the wading pool will not be 
under supervision of a life-
guard this year. Parents will be 
responsible of the safety of their 
children. There will be a limit of 
20 children in the wading pool 
at one time. Children four years 
old and under may use the pool 
if supervised by an adult. Chil-
dren who are four feet tall or 
taller will not be eligible to use 
the pool. Posted area rules must 
be enforced by the supervisor.    

Bill Sowers Rites Friday  
Funeral services will be held 
here Friday morning for Charles 
R. (Bill) Sowers, 54, who died 
early Tuesday morning at the 
Deaconess Hospital in Bill-
ings, Mont., following surgery. 
Rites will be held at 10 a.m. 
Friday from St. Paul’s Catholic 
Church with Father James Becht 
officiating. Burial will be in the 
Black Hills National Cemetery 
near Sturgis under the direction 
of the Frost and Sons Funeral 
Home. Military rites will be 
provided by the AMVETS and 
the American Legion.  Charles 
R. Sowers was born Jan. 28, 
1922 at Christiansburg, VA, the 
son of Charles and Margaret 
Sowers. He came to the Belle 
Fourche area when he was four 
years old and attended school 
in Belle Fourche and in Chad-
ron. Neb.  He was a veteran 
of World War II, served n the 
European theater of operations 
before receiving his honorable 
discharge May 1, 1946 at Camp 
McCoy, Wis.  He returned to 
Belle Fourche and was mar-
ried Jan. 19, 1947 to Mildred 
Trucano.  He was a member of 
the AMVETS and the American 
Legion.  Survivors include: his 
widow, Mildred, Belle Fourche; 
tow sons – Charles of Sterling, 
Ill. And Clark of Belle Fourche; 
a daughter Jill, of Sterling, Ill; a 
sister, Elizabeth Pickett, Chad-
ron, Neb.; brother, Buster, Belle 
Fourche; three grandchildren. 
He was preceded in death by his 
parents, a brother and a sister. 

Integrity Meats

Delivery Available
We can Meat your needs!

404 Industrial St Belle Fourche
(605) 892-6215

Erin L. Melling
Attorney at Law
Licensed in SD, ND, and MT

Aaron W. Roseland
Attorney at Law

Licensed in SD and ND

South Dakota Office:
1409 5th Ave.

Belle Fourche, SD 57717
Phone: (605) 723-1659

Email: mrlawpc@mrlawp.net 

North Dakota Office:
602 Adams Ave., Suite 1

Hettinger, ND 58639
Phone: (701) 567-2418
Fax: (701) 567-4290

Email: mrlawpc@mrlawp.net 

Pancake Supper Bene�t

Shannon L Rolando

1407 5th Avenue
Belle Fourche, SD 57717

Bus. 605-569-7979  Fax 855-221-2509
shannon.rolando@edwardjones.com
edwardjones.com/shannon-rolando



Rep. Dusty Johnson
Weekly Column

114 S. Main Ave. Ste B-4 Sioux Falls, SD 57104  605-413-3177   
 www.thedakotascout.com  

   The Dakota Scout, a journal of South Dakota politics, government and culture that features journalism from veteran reporters 
Jonathan Ellis and Joe Sneve. Newsletters can be sent directly to your inbox and you can receive the state’s top political podcast - The 
Scouting Report.  Look it up today.

   The Dakota Scout is a South Dakota owned, sourced and printed independent operation co-founded by Ellis and Sneve. Togeth-
er, they have more than 30 years of combined experience in South Dakota journalism that have earned them reputations as dogged 
reporters who’ve not lost touch with their neighbors’ sensibilities. Be in the Know!

   Stay on top of what’s happening at the state Capitol in Pierre and around the state with breaking news, investigative reporting and 
a constant drumbeat of information about the world around you.Capitol Building Pierre, SD

A family waits with their dog wait in line for a rabies vaccination.
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Jonathan Ellis & Joe Sneve  “Dakota Scout Journalism”

Medicare 
advice you 
can trust
Here to help you 
with your Medicare 
decisions.

CONTACT ME TODAY

W-2022541 09/23 Y0156_WMCoopPrtAdIASDV2_C FVNR 1023

Kerbi Bowden
605-892-2306 ext 103
35 5th Ave
Belle Fourche, SD
kbowden@fedts.com

Keller Williams Realty Black Hills
(605) 210-1162

email: alank@kw.com

Licensed in SD & WY
https://www.bhhomeandland.com

Alan Kindsfater 
Broker Associate

501 Grant Street Belle Fourche, SD  

10979 US Highway 85 Belle Fourche • (605) 892-2503

 
Check out our Facebook Page for local events

Prime Rib every
Friday & Saturday 

ready at 5:00!

Daily Drink Specials

Coldest beer in town

Full bar and wine list

High quality
beef and chicken

Full service
catering Restaurant 
with seating for 110

Event equipment 
rental
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“Serving the tri-State area Since 1935”

“The Cattlemen’s Market - Where buyers & sellers come together with confidence!”

18662 Livestock Road • Belle Fourche,  SD 57717 • www.bellefourchelivestock.com

Toll Free: 800-894-8684

Office: 605-892-2655

Fax: 605-892-3142

TRAVIS LINCH

 – OWNER – 

CELL - 605-892-5951

OFFICE - 605-892-2655

JADE HARPER 
Auctioneer: 605-515-0337
COLLIN GIBBS 
Auctioneer: 406-939-0645
DAN PIROUTEK 
Market Rep: 605-544-3316 
BRIAN SCHMIDT 
Yard Foreman: 605-569-0114

SHANE MOKE - 605-641-7961

TYLER GAER - 605-222-9513

JOHN HENRY BEARDSLEY -  

406-853-4938

BRETT LOUGHLIN - 605-210-0615

MIKE GREENOUGH - 307-620-2597

BEN GREENOUGH - 307-620-5553

FIELDMEN

SCOTT ANDERSON - 406-351-1844

TREVOR GARMAN - 605-892-5972

UPCOMING SALE SCHEDULE
May 28, 2026 ......... PAIR & FEEDER CATTLE SPECIAL – SELLING ALL CLASSES 

..................................WUPS @ 9AM MT & PAIRS/FEEDERS @ 12PM MT

June 4, 2026 ........... PAIR & FEEDER CATTLE SPECIAL – SELLING ALL CLASSES  

.................................. – WUPS @ 9AM MT & PAIRS/FEEDERS @ 12PM MT

June 11, 2026 ......... PAIR & FEEDER CATTLE SPECIAL – SELLING ALL CLASSES  

.................................. – WUPS @ 9AM MT & PAIRS/FEEDERS @ 12PM MT

June 18, 2026 ......... PAIR & FEEDER CATTLE SPECIAL – SELLING ALL CLASSES  

.................................. – WUPS @ 9AM MT & PAIRS/FEEDERS @ 12PM MT

June 25, 2026 ......... PAIR & FEEDER CATTLE SPECIAL – SELLING ALL CLASSES  

.................................. – WUPS @ 9AM MT & PAIRS/FEEDERS @ 12PM MT

Market Report - Thursday,May 21st, 2026
THANK YOU FOR YOUR BUSINESS!

RECEIVING STATIONS

Broadus,MT 
Travis Linch | 605-892-5951

Ekalaka,MT 
Travis Linch | 605-892-5951 

Dave Williams | 406-975-6805

Forsyth,MT 
Scott Anderson | 406-351-1844

Jordan,MT 
Jason Bollinger | 406-690-8344

Wyoming 
Mike Greenough | 307-620-2597

High Plains Commodities Offices
Belle Fourche Livestock Market, LLC.

Stop in or Call 1-800-888-1432
Kim Kling - Kem Kjerstad

TURNOUT BULL SALE
WEIGH-UPS ..........................................................HD ..... DESC ............... WT ..........BID .................. $/HEAD
Tom Blair , Ekalaka MT .........................................13 ...... Blk/Bwf-Cow ...1376 .......195.00 ............. $2,683.50 
................................................................................4 ........ Blk/Bwf-Cow ...1271 .......194.50 ............. $2,472.58 
................................................................................2 ........ Black-Cow ........975 ........270.00 ............. $2,632.50 
Tim Mcinerney , Alzada MT ..................................8 ........ Black-Cow .......1031 .......267.50 ............. $2,756.92 
................................................................................4 ........ Blk/Bwf-Cow ...1426 .......192.00 ............. $2,738.40 
James Or Kathryn Reid , Nisland SD ...................1 ........ Black-Cow .......1405 .......202.00 ............. $2,838.10 
................................................................................1 ........ Bwf-Cow ..........1395 .......194.00 ............. $2,706.30 
Victor Or Kay Reid , Nisland SD ...........................1 ........ Black-Hfrt ........1130 .......280.00 ............. $3,164.00 
Stacy Moke , Belle Fourche SD ...........................1 ........ Black-Cow .......1040 .......247.50 ............. $2,574.00 
................................................................................2 ........ Black-Cow .......1073 .......242.50 ............. $2,600.81 
Harmon Creek Cattle Co , Ekalaka MT ................4 ........ Black-Cow .......1570 .......191.50 ............. $3,006.55 
................................................................................1 ........ Black-Cow .......1330 .......194.50 ............. $2,586.85 
................................................................................2 ........ Black-Cow .......1290 .......218.00 ............. $2,812.20 
................................................................................1 ........ Bwf-Cow ..........1065 .......257.50 ............. $2,742.37 
Bill Carlisle , Ekalaka MT ......................................1 ........ Rwf-Cow .........1355 .......193.00 ............. $2,615.15 
Graham Livestock Inc , Moorcroft WY .................1 ........ Black-Cow .......1520 .......192.00 ............. $2,918.40 
Doug Bonsell , Ekalaka MT ..................................4 ........ Char/Red-Hfrt .1038 .......325.00 ............. $3,371.87 
................................................................................2 ........ Red-Bull ..........1080 .......315.00 ............. $3,402.00 
Nick Or Brooke Uherka , Sturgis SD ....................1 ........ Black-Cow .......1385 .......194.00 ............. $2,686.90 
James A Mccoy , Belle Fourche SD .....................1 ........ Black-Cow .......1355 .......195.00 ............. $2,642.25 
Consignment From SD .........................................1 ........ Black-Cow .......1485 .......193.00 ............. $2,866.05 
................................................................................1 ........ Black-Cow .......1220 .......194.50 ............. $2,372.90 
Dunning 3l Ranch Llc , Otter MT ..........................1 ........ Black-Cow .......1335 .......195.00 ............. $2,603.25 
Andrew Cathey , Hammond MT ...........................1 ........ Black-Hfrt ........1035 .......327.50 ............. $3,389.62 
................................................................................1 ........ Black-Cow .......1350 .......193.00 ............. $2,605.50 
Leroy Schallenberger , Ekalaka MT .....................1 ........ Black-Hfrt ........1020 .......327.50 ............. $3,340.50 
Odis Or Edith Hewson , Buffalo SD ......................1 ........ Black-Cow .......1180 .......230.00 ............. $2,714.00 
................................................................................1 ........ Bwf-Cow ..........1380 .......192.50 ............. $2,656.50 
Peter Charles Romanick , Prairie City SD ...........5 ........ Black-Cow .......1127 .......290.00 ............. $3,268.30 
................................................................................2 ........ Black-Hfrt .........903 ........315.00 ............. $2,842.87 
Roger Or Penny Gunderson , Buffalo SD ............10 ...... Black-Hfrt .........994 ........333.00 ............. $3,310.02 
Snook Land & Lvstk. Llc. , Sundance WY ...........12 ...... Black-Hfrt ........1015 .......330.00 ............. $3,350.87 
Frank J Nies , Ekalaka MT ....................................1 ........ Black-Cow .......1555 .......190.50 ............. $2,962.27 
Joseph D & Michele Simmons Tr , Newcastle .....8 ........ Black-Cow .......1434 .......191.00 ............. $2,739.65 
Mary Or Carolyn Harris Gibers , Riverton W .......4 ........ Black-Cow .......1329 .......196.50 ............. $2,610.99 
................................................................................3 ........ Black-Cow .......1212 .......194.00 ............. $2,350.63 
J.J. Landa , Boyes MT ..........................................1 ........ Black-Cow .......1470 .......192.00 ............. $2,822.40 
................................................................................1 ........ Black-Cow .......1380 .......194.50 ............. $2,684.10 
Jerry Landa , Boyes MT ........................................1 ........ Black-Cow .......1335 .......195.50 ............. $2,609.92 
Double E Cattle , Ekalaka MT...............................5 ........ Blk/Bwf-Cow ...1289 .......209.00 ............. $2,694.01 
................................................................................1 ........ Black-Cow .......1385 .......196.50 ............. $2,721.52 
Cross W Livestock , Ekalaka MT ..........................5 ........ Black-Cow .......1303 .......220.00 ............. $2,866.60 
................................................................................5 ........ Black-Cow .......1396 .......191.50 ............. $2,673.34 
Muleshoe Ranch Inc , Belle Fourche SD .............3 ........ Blk/Bwf-Hfrt ......935 ........347.50 ............. $3,249.12 
Arcadia Llc , Sturgis SD ........................................3 ........ Black-Hfrt ........1127 .......297.50 ............. $3,351.83 
Peggy Bruch Lvng Trust , Sturgis SD ...................1 ........ Black-Cow .......1390 .......194.50 ............. $2,703.55 
James Or Linda Bird , Volborg MT .......................2 ........ Black-Hfrt   ......1103 .......310.00 ............. $3,417.75 
................................................................................2 ........ Black-Cow .......1255 .......260.00 ............. $3,263.00 
................................................................................1 ........ Black-Cow .......1490 .......200.00 ............. $2,980.00 
Tooke Ranch Inc , Ekalaka MT .............................17 ...... Black-Cow  ......1454 .......196.00 ............. $2,850.64 
................................................................................3 ........ Black-Cow .......1170 .......252.50 ............. $2,954.25 
Ted Elgin , Biddle MT ............................................7 ........ Black-Cow .......1452 .......194.50 ............. $2,824.41 
................................................................................6 ........ Black-Cow .......1231 .......229.00 ............. $2,818.60 
Mckee Properties Llc , Deadwood SD .................1 ........ Black-Cow .......1425 .......201.00 ............. $2,864.25 
Clayton Branscom , Osage WY ............................1 ........ Black-Cow .......1135 .......272.50 ............. $3,092.87 
3x Ranch Llc , Buffalo SD .....................................7 ........ Black-Hfrt ........1026 .......324.00 ............. $3,323.31 
Zane Williams , Hammond MT .............................8 ........ Rd/Blk-Hfrt.......1094 .......301.00 ............. $3,292.18 
................................................................................3 ........ Black-Cow .......1468 .......193.00 ............. $2,833.88 
Dale & Carmel Hansen , Banner WY ...................3 ........ Black-Hfrt ........1043 .......326.00 ............. $3,401.26 
John S Or Bonnie Johnson , Buffalo SD ..............9 ........ Black-Cow .......1463 .......192.00 ............. $2,808.53 
Puptown Cattle Llc , Ekalaka MT..........................3 ........ Black-Cow .......1545 .......190.00 ............. $2,935.50 
Todd Barkley , Baker MT .......................................4 ........ Black-Cow .......1329 .......193.00 ............. $2,564.48 
................................................................................1 ........ Black-Hfrt .........940 ........340.00 ............. $3,196.00 
................................................................................1 ........ Black-Cow .......1640 .......190.50 ............. $3,124.20 

**ATTENTION ON-LINE BUYERS**
ON-LINE BUYERS REGISTRATION MUST BE COMPLETED BY 

WEDNESDAY NOON PRIOR TO SALE DAY.

CATTLE USA
Sales broadcast live on www.cattleusa.com.

PAIR & FEEDER CATTLE SPECIAL – 
 SELLING ALL CLASSES

MAY 28, 2026
WUPS @ 9AM MT & PAIRS/FEEDERS @ 12PM MT

................................................................................1 ........ Black-Cow .......1585 .......190.00 ............. $3,011.50 
J&M Cattle Co , Ekalaka MT.................................3 ........ Black-Cow .......1457 .......192.00 ............. $2,796.80 
James Hendricks , Ekalaka MT ............................2 ........ Black-Cow .......1355 .......194.50 ............. $2,635.47 
Shannon Elmore , Ekalaka MT .............................3 ........ Black-Cow .......1247 .......195.00 ............. $2,431.00 
................................................................................1 ........ Black-Cow .......1235 .......193.00 ............. $2,383.55 
Jardee Ranch , Ekalaka MT .................................5 ........ Black-Hfrt ........1125 .......298.00 ............. $3,352.50 
Wade Johnson , Bowman Nd ...............................3 ........ Blk/Bwf-Cow ...1363 .......197.00 ............. $2,685.76 
Rittberger Beef , Hermosa SD ..............................2 ........ Black-Cow .......1485 .......193.50 ............. $2,873.47 
................................................................................1 ........ Black-Cow .......1340 .......197.00 ............. $2,639.80 
Minow Ranch Inc , Olive MT .................................1 ........ Black-Bull  .......2235 .......234.00 ............. $5,229.90 
BULLS  .................................................................................................................................................................
Minow Ranch Inc , Olive MT .................................1 ........ Black-Bull ........2480 .......225.00 ............. $5,580.00 
Rittberger Beef , Hermosa SD ..............................1 ........ Black-Bull  .......1920 .......211.00 ............. $4,051.20 
Andrew Hayman , NEwcastle WY ........................1 ........ Black-Bull  .......2355 .......220.00 ............. $5,181.00 
Sand Rock Angus , Broadus MT ..........................1 ........ Black-Bull  .......2055 .......225.00 ............. $4,623.75 
Sand Rock Angus , Broadus MT ..........................1 ........ Black-Bull   ......2275 .......221.00 ............. $5,027.75 
...............................................................................................................................................................................
...............................................................................................................................................................................
...............................................................................................................................................................................
TURNOUT BULL SALE  .....................................................................................................................................
Kim Heitzman , Spencer SD .................................1 ........ Black-Bbull ......1970 ................................ $8,500.00 
................................................................................1 ........ Black-Bbull ......1805 ................................ $7,500.00 
................................................................................1 ........ Black-Bbull ......1680 ................................ $5,750.00 
William & Cassidy Dunn , Pierce Co ....................1 ........ Black-Bbull ......1615 ................................ $6,000.00 
................................................................................1 ........ Black-Bbull ......1900 ................................ $6,600.00 
................................................................................1 ........ Black-Bbull ......1455 ................................ $5,600.00 
................................................................................1 ........ Black-Bbull ......1455 ................................ $5,500.00 
Indian Creek Ranch , Hartford SD ........................1 ........ Black-Bbull   ....1205 ................................ $4,800.00 
................................................................................1 ........ Black-Bbull  .....1130 ................................ $4,000.00 
................................................................................1 ........ Black-Bbull   ....1105 ................................ $4,000.00

PAIR & FEEDER CATTLE SPECIAL – SELLING ALL 
CLASSES

JUNE 4, 2026
WUPS @ 9AM MT & PAIRS/FEEDERS @ 12PM MT

PAIRS
GENE ROBERTS -WY

40 MOSTLY BLK 3YO-ST PAIRS
-MOSTLY BLK COWS 
W/ BLK CLVS, TTM

REED VANDERVOORT-SD
25 BLK ST PAIRS

BLK COWS W/ BLK CLVS, CLVS - 
VACC. & NOT BRANDED, TTM

SAMS LIVESTOCK -WY
20 BLK HFRS PAIRS

BLK COWS W/ BLK CLVS, APRIL 
CLVS, CLVS NOT WORKED, HR

PHIL VANDERVOORT -SD
10 BLK 6YO PAIRS

BLK COWS W/ BLK CLVS, CLVS - 
VACC. & NOT BRANDED, TTM

FEEDER CATTLE
PERINO RANCH-WY

150 BLK, FEW CHAR HFRS
600-700#

PC, BT SHOTS, NI, BV

MCDONALD RANCH -WY

50 BLK STRS

650-700#

PC, BT SHOTS

JIM DARLINGTON -WY

45 - 32 STRS & 12 BLK HFRS

800#

TOM HAYES -MT

35 BLK MXD FALL CLVS

650-700#

PC, BT SHOTS, NI, POURED

TODD BARKLEY -MT

30 BLK STRS

650-725#

PC, BT SHOTS, NI

BELLE FOURCHE  
LIVESTOCK SUPERIOR 

REPS

Travis Linch: (605) 892-5951
Shane Moke (605) 641-7961

Brett Loughlin: (605) 210-0615

CORN BELT CLASSIC:
SOUTH SIOUX CITY, NE | JUNE 16, 2026
CATALOG: MAY 29, 2026, 5:00PM MT 

VIDEO: JUNE 8, 2026, 5:00PM CT

WEEK IN THE ROCKIES:
STEAMBOAT SPRINGS, CO | JULY 6, 2026

CATALOG: JUNE 19, 2026, 5:00PM MT 
VIDEO: JUNE 26, 2026, 5:00PM CT

BIG HORN CLASSIC:
SHERIDAN, WY | AUGUST 17, 2026

CATALOG: JULY 31, 2026, 5:00PM MT 
VIDEO: AUGUST 7, 2026, 5:00PM CT

COUNTRY PAGE CONTRACTS AVAILABLE



America 250 SD, the group responsible in South Dakota for 
leading the celebration of the 250th anniversary of the signing 
of the Declaration of Independence, has approved the state’s 
contribution to America’s Time Capsule. That vessel will be 
buried in Philadelphia on Independence Day this summer.

America’s Time Capsule is the official, congressionally 
mandated time capsule, developed by scientists at the 
National Institute of Standards and Technology, preservation 
experts at the Library of Congress and the National Park 
Service to withstand 250 years underground.
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Prices e�ective 7am-9pm Seven Days a Week Two weeks!
Wednesday, May 27th through Tuesday, June 2nd

Now available at
Lynn’s Belle Fourche

Beer, Wine, & Spirits....

15% OFF
SELECTED WINES

FOR STURGIS MAYOR

MOVING STURGIS
FORWARD.

MOVING STURGIS
FORWARD.

COMMUNITY.
COLLABORATION.

COMMUNITY.
COLLABORATION.

PAID FOR BY BRUCH FOR MAYORPAID FOR BY BRUCH FOR MAYORPAID FOR BY BRUCH FOR MAYOR

JUNE 2  ND

RICHELLE

BRUCH

RICHELLE

BRUCH

A NEIGHBOR YOU KNOW.
ROOTED IN COMMUNITY.

Michelle Evans
Business Owner

Facts on Initiated Measure A

Initiated Measure A - An 
explanation of the measure.

Title: Resolution to Create 
an Ordinance to Prohibit Data 
Centers in Butte County

The resolution would 
require that the Butte County 
Commissioners create an 
ordinance prohibiting the 
construction of data centers in 
Butte County, South Dakota.

YES: A vote “Yes” will adopt 
the resolution and require the 
Butte County Commissioners 
to draft   an ordinance 
**prohibiting data centers

NO: A vote “No” will not 
adopt the resolution. (Doing 
nothing)

A validated petition 
containing 522 signatures from 
registered Butte County voters 
was submitted to the Butte 
County Commissioners on 
March 17th.

During the meeting, the 
commissioners stated they 
would support a 5-year 
moratorium on the construction 
of data centers in Butte County. 
The purpose of the moratorium 
would be to allow time to 
evaluate and assess how data 
centers could be developed 
without negatively impacting 
natural resources, including 
water and power infrastructure.



By John Newby

“Critical Role of Community Information”
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   The Dakota Scout, a journal of South Dakota politics, government and culture that features journalism 
from veteran reporters Jonathan Ellis and Joe Sneve. Newsletters can be sent directly to your inbox and 
you can receive the state’s top political podcast - The Scouting Report.  Look it up today.
  

Jonathan Ellis & Joe Sneve

     The Dakota Scout is a South Dakota owned, sourced and printed independent operation co-founded by Ellis and Sneve. Together, they 
have more than 30 years of combined experience in South Dakota journalism that have earned them reputations as dogged reporters who’ve 
not lost touch with their neighbors’ sensibilities. Be in the Know!
   Stay on top of what’s happening at the state Capitol in Pierre and around the state with breaking news, investigative reporting and a constant 
drumbeat of information about the world around you.          www.thedakotascout.com  • www.facebook.com/TheDakotaScout 

Church; Newby

    If you are reading this 
column today in a news-
paper, you are very lucky, 
support that product as if 
your life depended on it, it 
very well may. However, 
for many communities, 
when you walk down main street 
today, something is missing that 
most people cannot quite name. 
It is not just the empty store-
fronts, though those are hard to 
miss. 
    It is the absence of someone 
watching, someone telling the 
story of this place, someone 
making sure the community 
knows what is happening at city 
hall and which businesses just 
opened their doors. The local 
newspaper used to do that job. 
In most communities, it can no 
longer.

The numbers are staggering. 
Since 2005, the United States 
has lost nearly 3,500 newspa-
pers. As of 2025, more than 212 
counties have zero locally based 
news sources at all, and another 
1,525 are down to a single outlet 
barely holding on. Roughly 50 
million Americans now live in 
what researchers call news des-
erts, communities where nobody 
is watching the school board, 
covering the city council, or 
telling the story of Main Street. 
Newspapers are closing at a 
rate of more than two per week, 
and there is no serious cavalry 
coming to save them. 

  The economics are broken in 
ways that good intentions alone 
will not fix.

So I want to ask a different 

stories told, and where residents 
learn why spending their dollars 
close to home matters. That is a 
news desert solution hiding in 
plain sight.

The chamber would not need 
to become a newspaper. It would 
need to become something 
more like the town square that 
newspapers once represented, a 
trusted place where information 
flows, where local voices are 
heard, and where the commu-
nity’s economic story gets told 
with honesty and pride. A week-
ly email digest. A community 
events calendar that everyone 
actually uses. A regular spotlight 
on locally owned businesses and 
the people behind them. Social 
media content that explains 
what happens to dollars spent 
at the hardware store down the 
street versus the national chain 
fifteen miles away. None of 
that requires a printing press. 
It requires commitment and a 
willingness to show up.

The hyper-local spending 

question this week. Instead 
of asking who will save 
the local newspaper, what 
if we asked who is already 
trusted in the community, 
already connected to local 
business, already has a 

reason to show up, and might 
just be willing to reinvent them-
selves for this moment? In most 
communities, that answer is the 
local chamber of commerce.

Here is what the data tells 
us. A 2024 national poll by The 
Harris Poll, conducted on behalf 
of the Association of Chamber 
of Commerce Executives, found 
that 81 percent of American 
adults view their local chamber 
as a trusted resource and partner. 
Nine in ten believe the chamber 
has an impact on growing the 
local economy. 

   Those are numbers most 
newspapers would have envied 
even in their prime. The cham-
ber already has the credibility. 
What it has largely lacked is the 
vision to use it as a community 
information platform rather than 
just a business directory.

Think about what a reimag-
ined chamber could do. It 
already knows every locally 
owned business in town. It 
already has the relationships 
with city government, the school 
district, and the economic devel-
opment office. It already hosts 
events that bring people together. 
What it has rarely done is plant 
a flag and say: we are the place 
where this community comes 
to find out what is happening, 
where local businesses get their 

“Building Main Street, not Wall Street”

BLACK HILLS GOSPEL ASSEMBLY
1/2 Mile east on Hwy 34

210-1374
Kenny Riley, pastor

Sunday: 1 p.m.
Friday: 7:30 p.m.

CHRISTIAN LIFE CENTER
2020 Vista St

892-4767
Dan Carlson, Pastor
Paul Howard, Pastor
Sunday Schedule:

Long Term Care Service 8:45 a.m.
Sunday School: All ages 9:30 a.m.

Fellowship Hour: 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship Service: 10:30 a.m.

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST
OF LATTER DAY SAINTS

1105 Todd St.
 Rick McCartney, Bishop

Sunday: 10 a.m. Sacrament Meeting
Sunday School:

1st & 3rd Sundays, 11 a.m.
Priesthood Meeting, Relief Society,

Young Men and Young Women:
11 a.m. 2nd & 4th Sundays

CONNECTION CHURCH (SBC)
613 Sixth ave., Belle Fourche

(605)-210-2150
Pastor Stephen Carson

Worship Pastor Ashton Rone
Sunday Worship: 8:30 or 10:15 am

EMMANUEL BAPTIST
Meet at Americinn Conference room

Andy Anderson, Pastor
9am Sunday School 10am church

Men’s Bible Study 10am at
the Senior Center

Women’s Bible Study Tuesday 9am.
10913 Sourdough Road, Belle Fourche

website: ebcbf.org

FIRST BAPTIST
807 8th Ave. 892-4178

Pastor Tim Smith
Sunday: Sunday School - 9:15am

Morning Worship - 10:30am
Wednesday: Salt and Light Youth - 

Kindergarten -12th grade
5:00pm Soup & Sandwich

5:30pm - Salt and Light

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL UCC
892-3402

www.bfsoucc.org
717 Jackson St. Sunday:
9:35 a.m. Sunday School

10 a.m. Worship

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
901 Laurel St. Whitewood

(605)-920-1959
Reverand Jill Jennewein
Sunday: 9 a.m. Worship

10:30 a.m. Adult & Teen Bible Study
10:30 a.m. Children’s Sunday School
GLOBAL METHODIST CHURCH

Area Church Schedules
Pastor Sheri Fadley

1804 7th Ave. Belle Fourche
605-892-2405

Worship: Sunday 10:30 am - FB Live
Sunday School 9:30 am
Small Groups & Studies

schedule online at
www.bellefourchegmc.com

LANDMARK MISSIONARY
BAPTIST CHURCH

(ABA) · 2.2 miles east on Hwy 34
723-1092

Sunday: 10 a.m. worship service

NEW COVENANT PCA
1120 North Fifth Street, Spearfish

 642-1122
Luke Bluhm, Pastor

Sunday: 10 a.m. Worship Service

NEWELL CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP CHURCH

308 4th Street, Newell SD, 57760
605-456-2544

Sunday Worship Service: 10:00am

NISLAND INDEPENDENT
COMMUNITY CHURCH

On Hwy 212 in Nisland
(605) 257-2356

Sunday School: 9:30 a.m.
Worship: 10:45 a.m.

NORTHERN HILLS
CHURCH OF CHRIST

5 miles South of Belle Fourche
on Hwy 85
642-7167

Calvin Chapman - Int. Minister
Sunday: 9:30 a.m. Bible Class
10:30 a.m. Praise & Worship

Wednesday: 6:30 p.m. Bible Class

NORTH POINT CHRISTIAN
CHURCH

10959 Kellem Lane, Spearfish
Sunday Services: 9AM and 10:30AM

PRAIRIE HOME CHURCH
1701 Hwy 212, Newell

Sunday School: 10 a.m.
Worship: 11 a.m.

RANGELAND MINISTRIES
CHURCH
Alzada, MT

Sunday: Worship: 10:00am
Mark Leverington, Lay Pastor

RED WATER CHURCH OF CHRIST
Belle Fourche Rec Center

Sun: 9:30-12:30.
Contact: Nathan Thompson

605 569-3057
Sermons: fightintheshade

SALVATION ARMY OF THE
NORTHERN HILLS

120 Ryan Rd., Spearfish
605-642-0924

Envoys: Tim and Peggy North
Sunday: 9:45 a.m.

Sunday School: 11 a.m.
Worship Nursery available

Wednesday: 6:30 p.m.,
Learning and Discovery Study

SPEARFISH ADVENTIST® CHURCH
290 W Highway 14

Pastor Darren Purdy and
Pastor Marveen Gentillon

Join Us This Saturday
Morning Prayer:    9:00am
Sabbath School:   9:30am
Worship Service:  10:45am

Bible Study-Tuesday:  6:00pm

SPEARFISH UNITED CHURCH OF 
CHRIST (CONGREGATIONAL)

920 N Main Street, Spearfish
Sunday Service 10 a.m. in person

and on Facebook.
Pastor Randy Hedge

605-642-8253

ST. JAMES EPISCOPAL
6th and Roundup

892-2446
The Rev. Evelyn Weaver

The Rev. Sandy Williams, Priests Deacon 
Rev. Mike Weaver

Sunday: 10 a.m. Holy Eucharist   

ST. JAMES LUTHERAN
1100 Stanley Street

Open for in-house worship
Sunday Worship 10:AM with coffee 

fellowship following the service.
 Watch live-streamed services:

www.sjlcbellefourche.org
Wednesday at 5:55 PM during

the school year.
Watch our Sunday service

live on Facebook.

ST. ONGE UNITED
CHURCH OF CHRIST

Sunday School and Worship
at 8:30 a.m.

www.bfsoucc.org

ST. PAUL CATHOLIC CHURCH
855 5th Ave.

Father Kevin Achbach, Pastor
Father Max Vetch, Pastor

 Mass Times:
Sunday Mass: 9:00 a.m.

Daily Mass: Tues. & Thurs. 12:15 p.m.
Confessions available one hour

before all Masses

SUMMIT OPEN BIBLE
FELLOWSHIP

Seventh and Summit
892-4630 or 892-4389

Pastor Rick and Diane Brennan
Sunday: 10 a.m. Worship

Kidz Church Immediately Following
Wednesday: September - May

6:30 p.m. Adult Bible Study
Kidz Alive (Kindergarten - 6th Grade)

VALE COMMUNITY COUNTRY
CHURCH

Pastor Darla Dunn
402 Rosander St. Vale SD 57788

Service Sunday: 10 a.m.
605-210-0512  RANDY’S TIRE & LUBE

420 5TH AVE. • BELLE FOURCHE, SD 57717

Sponsored by:

(605) 892-6331 www.randystireandlube.com

• Sprinkler Turn Ons,
Blowouts, Repair and Installs

• Mowing • Spraying
• Small Landscaping

• Snow Removal and More

ggtlawnservice@yahoo.com
P.O. Box 327, Belle Fourche, SD

Office  605-723-1899

Serving Belle Fourche and the surrounding area for over 15 years.

IRRIGATION PROS

SPRINKLER SYSTEMS
AND LANDSCAPING

Fast, Friendly Service!
DOUGLAS PETRE

605.580.1807

FREE ESTIMATES
•Sprinkler Systems
   Installation &
   Maintainence
•Landscaping
•Retaining Walls 

PO Box 721
Belle Fourche SD, 57717

DirtWorks@norcell.us

case writes itself. Studies show 
that roughly 68 cents of every 
dollar spent at a locally owned 
business stays and circulates in 
that community. Spend the same 
dollar at a national chain and most 
of it is gone by nightfall, routed to 
a distant corporate headquarters. 
A chamber that actively tells that 
story, week after week, in plain 
language that regular people 
understand, is doing economic 
development work that no ribbon 
cutting ever accomplished.

Not every chamber has the staff 
or budget to pull this off alone. 
That is where partnerships matter. 
Local government, the library, 
the school district, community 
foundations, and yes, even the 
surviving local paper where 
one exists, can all contribute to 

a shared information commons 
anchored by the chamber. The 
point is that someone has to own 
it. Someone trusted, rooted, and 
already present in the community 
has to decide that keeping people 
informed is part of their mission. 
The chamber is the most natural 
candidate in most towns.

This week, I want to ask you to 
do something concrete. If you run 
a local business, reach out to your 
chamber and ask what you can 
do together to fill the information 
gap in your community. If you 
are a chamber leader reading this, 
visit acce.org and explore what 
chambers across the country are 
already doing to broaden their 
community role. The town square 
did not disappear. It just needs new 
management.
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SUBSCRIBE TO THE BEACON $52
www.bellefourchebeacon.com

PO Box 576 Belle Fourche, SD 57717

Contd. C5  Butte County Commission

Wells Plumbing & Supplies 

8-5 Monday-Friday
8-12 Saturday
Closed Sunday 605-892-2613 | 1700 5th Avenue

Hastings Livestock Poly & 
Galvenized Water Tanks in Stock

Marlee Cordell went to Belle 
Fourche to see Gavin play 
baseball with the Belle Fourche 
High School team. Their sea-
son is now finished. Last Sat-
urday, they went back to Belle 
Fourche for grandson, Gavin’s, 
high school graduation. This 
Thursday, Wade and Gavin 
Pearson came out to the ranch 
to get cattle panels set up to 
be ready to work cattle. Alvin 
has been doing weed spraying, 
this week. Marlee made a trip 
to the Buffalo Clinic, and has 
been fighting the flu. Barrett 
Cordell came over, on Satur-
day, and mowed for Marlee, 
and they were so grateful that 
he did that work for them. Al-
vin visited with Ross Phelps on 
Sunday, and learned that it is 
getting dry up at Ekalaka, too. 
Alvin had gotten about three-
tenths of an inch of moisture, 
this week.

Lorraine Chin had come 
from Texas for the Sterling Lee 
wedding, last week, and she 
stayed at Camp Crook to visit 
this week. Dorothy Padden had 

planned for a track meet, this 
week, but it was cancelled.

The Paddens branded 
another bunch of calves, 
this week, and they hope to 
finish the rest next week. On 
Saturday morning, Lorraine 
and Dorothy took flowers to 
the Camp Crook Cemetery to 
decorate for Memorial Day. 
Dorothy will take more flowers 
to the Ekalaka cemetery on 
Monday, where there will be a 
Memorial Day Program. On 
Sunday, Dorothy got a few 
plants set into her outside gar-
den. Lorraine started for Texas 
on Sunday, and it will take her 
two days to get back home to 
the warm, southern weather.

Karen Odell spent Monday 
and Tuesday morning visiting 
at Chancey Odell’s and helping 
Megan Reedy. She got her tire 
pumped up on the mower, 
mowed and hauled branches. 
Then she got morning mowing 
done on a couple of other days.

On Wednesday, Karen 
first did some mowing. Then 
around noon, she was ready 

with the internet page for the 
NAIA college track finals in Ash-
ville, North Carolina. Grandson, 
Kellan Odell from Mount Marty 
University in Yankton, had made 
the national finals in Javelin. The 
video coverage on naianetwork.
com did not have commentary, 
so it was hard to know Kellan’s 
placement during the throws. 
Kellan was the first thrower in 
the second flight, and his dad, 
Cody, also in North Carolina, 
texted us to keep us ready for his 
throws. Kellan’s sister, Kenna and 
brother, Carson, had gotten to 
skip the last two days of school, 
so they could make the trip 
to North Carolina with their 
parents. It happened to also be 
Kenna’s birthday, so one of her 
gifts was a trip to North Caro-
lina. Micki Odell, on the West 
Coast in Tacoma, had found 
the web page that kept updating 
as the events progressed. That 
helped the rest of the family, who 
were texting and watching in 
Iowa, Minnesota, South Dakota 
and Ohio, see the standings. 
They got a good view of Kel-

lan’s throws and the flight of the 
javelin, and Karen saved some 
internet pictures of him during 
the competition. Mollie Smith 
was traveling, but kept up with 
Kellan’s throws through texting. 
It was exciting for us at our 
homes, and for Kellan’s Thomas 
grandparents, who also made the 
trip to North Carolina. Kellan 
had had better throws during 
the season, but twentieth in the 
nation was great; especially for a 
freshman. Then because Kellan 
was sick, they took him to urgent 
care. There they discovered he 
had mono. We’ll never know how 
he would have placed if he was 
well. On Thursday and Friday, 
rain showers brought needed 
moisture to the area. Karen went 
to church online in Marietta, 
Georgia. She had visited with 
all her family, some friends, Bill 
and Jeanne, and sent texts to her 
niece, Martha Nau, to share with 
her brother, Jim, in Ohio.

Every path becomes boring 
without a few puddles.

Capitol News 
May 24, 2026
by Karen Odell

Capitol and Tie Creek are still 
green, but everyone is hoping 
for a good rain. This week, we 

got a little rain on 
one night, but still 
things are drying 
out. Haying sea-
son may be quite 
short, if the rains 
don’t come. 

Erma Albert is 
recuperating in Belle Fourche, 
and is hoping to come home to 
Buffalo, soon. Dick had been to 
the Senior Citizen dinner, on Fri-
day, and got to see friends there 
again. He went to church, on 
Sunday, at the Catholic Church 
in Buffalo. After church, he went 
to Saloon Number Three and 
had lunch with friends there. 

On Saturday, Bruce Gustafson 
went to the high school gradua-
tion reception for a friend, down 
near Rapid City. Lynn is visiting 
in Georgia, and will be home this 
week.

Two weeks ago, Alvin and 

 Central Meade County News
By Sandy Rhoden

Temperatures last 
week were very 
spring like and 
pleasant on the 
days that were not 
windy.  By early 

Sunday morning we received a 
small amount of moisture, just 
enough to wet the ground, and 
temperatures were much cool-
er.  Folks spent Sunday night 
watching weather reports as 
there were tornado alerts for 
that evening in different parts 
of the state.

On Saturday, June 13 there 
will be Men’s Coffee & Rolls 
morning at the Community 
Baptist  Church in Union 
Center.  

Vacation Bible School in 
Union Center will take place 
from June 29 – July 2.  For 
more information please con-

tact Melanie Cammack.
Condolences go out to 

Norman Hanzlik and family 
in the loss of Norm’s broth-
er, Maurice ‘Moe’ Hanzlik. 
On May 23rd there will be a 
burial at 11:00 am at the Fair-
point Cemetery.  The family 
would love for friends to join 
them to share a light lunch 
afterwards at the Communi-
ty Baptist Church in Union 
Center around noon. If 
anyone would like to bring a 
side or dessert that would be 
welcome. There will be a time 
of remembering and sharing 
stories. All are welcome.

Election Day is coming 
soon which will be on Tues-
day, June 2. There are many 
races taking place and many 
important decisions being 
made. Hopefully, voters start 

today to take time to research 
every candidate to elect the 
best for our communities and 
state.  Leadership matters 
and we in South Dakota 
enjoy living in a great state 
that is envied by many across 
the nation.  Hopefully, we are 
able to keep it that way.

On Wednesday, May 27 at 
6:30 pm there will be a Pray 
for Rain/Praise Service at 
the New Underwood Com-
munity Center.  It is non-de-
nominational. You may bring 
bars/cookies for fellowship 
afterwards.

A week ago, Ryer Rho-
den, son of Levi and Hillory 
Rhoden had a four wheeler 
accident where he sustained 
a serious head injury. He 
was flown to Denver, Col-
orado and is under great 
care there.  His doctors are 
impressed with his responses 

by DeAnn (Wolkow) 
Kruempel

PRESSED BETWEEN THE PAGES #35 
“Hair Curling Stories”

Curl-
coveting 
and 
straight-hair 
envy has 
endured 
a long 

and winding road throughout 
history. The stories could 
make your hair stand on end! 
Egyptians wore curly wigs held 
together with beeswax. Greeks 
and Romans used hot metal 
rods to curl their hair. Pain and 
risk for the sake of beauty have 
created stories to make one’s hair 
curl.

	 In Louisa May Alcott’s 
Little Women, Jo heated tongs 
in the fireplace and promised 
Meg lovely curls as she wound 
a lock of hair around them. 
“Ought they to smoke like that?” 
Beth wondered. Jo replied that 
it was just the dampness drying. 

But once the hot curler was 
removed, instead of a cloud 
of ringlets waving from Meg’s 
forehead, a row of scorched 
bundles glowered from the 
bureau next to the tongs. Now 
that was a bad hair day!

	 Artfully placed 
ringlets and curls have been 
the rage through the years. 
For women with naturally 
straight hair, curls have been 
hard to come by. I recall our 
mother talking about “rag 
rollers” when she grew up. 
She reminisced of heating 
“crimpers” on the wood stove 
to achieve wanted waves. In 
later years, I remember seeing 
Mom and her sisters’ hair 
wound into small “pin curls” 
that lay flat against their scalps. 
To achieve a tight-curl effect, 
they also used narrow metal 
curlers with a hinged end that 
clamped down to hold the 

small cylinder in place.	
	 Thankfully, my time 

of vanity over hair came at the 
end of the suffering-pain-for-
beauty era, but I recall about 
every kind of curling device 
stored in shoe boxes or plastic 
caddies stashed in dresser 
drawers. Dorothy remembers 
sleeping on prickly brush 
rollers every night. Plastic 
“magnetic” tubes of every size 
and color waited to roll strands 
of hair. Really large bobby pins 
or sharp plastic pins poked 
through holes in rollers to hold 
them in place, at the same time 
poking irreparable holes in 
the head. No matter what the 
antennae-like devices, a thin 
nylon scarf tied at the back of 
the neck held them in place. 
Much to many a suffering 
teen’s dismay, occasionally a 
roller or two fell out during 
the night, resulting in straight 

strands. A half can of Aqua Net 
or a strategically-placed barrette 
helped disguise the mishap, 
eliminating the girl’s urge to tear 
her hair out. Some innovative 
teen got a wild hair and used 
juice cans as substitutes for 
jumbo rollers to train her tresses. 
Imagine sleeping on those!

	 Beauty departments 
offered curling gadgets in varying 
degrees of pokiness. Foam rollers 
and “spoolies” of softer plastic 
provided options for less painful 
sleep. Dippety-Do was supposed 
to hold rollers in place. Once 
set and dried, the green gel also 
held curls in place, providing the 
slinky look. The bouncy coils 
gave new meaning to the phrase, 
“not a hair out of place!”

	 Eventually, electric hot 
rollers saved the day, allowing 
quick curling before school or 
work and a good night’s sleep.

	 Mane management has 
taken more than a hairpin turn 
in recent years. Women have 
let their hair down and now 

make do with less fuss on the 
hairdos. No longer do we need 
to suffer through the hair-raising 
experiences of the 60s and 70s. 
Likely, we will never see hide 
nor hair of such torture devices 
again. I for one, will not lose any 
hair over it!

DeAnn Kruempel grew up 
on a farm near De Smet, SD, the 
sixth child of Harrison and Mabel 
Wolkow. She attended school 
at Erwin and De Smet and has 
lived in Benedict, ND, Toeterville, 
Akron, Missouri Valley and 
Logan, IA. The author worked 
in school and public libraries for 
more than 30 years.  Her column 
has run in a growing number 
of Midwest newspapers for five 
years. Each year the author has 
published the stories into a book. 
She has also written a historical 
fiction series, “Promises to Keep.” 
Her ten books are available on 
Amazon.  Contact Kruempel at 
deannkruempelauthor@gmail.
com.

and improvements.  Please keep 
him in your prayers for full and 
complete healing as he has a 
ways to go before he can come 
home. Also, please hold up Levi 
and Hillory and their families 
in your prayers through this 
journey.

For anyone who would like 
to meet the Governor, he will 
be at an event at the Knuckle 
Saloon on Friday, May 22 at 
5:00 pm.  He will be attend-
ing the event at the National 
Cemetery at the Memorial Day 
ceremony on Monday.  Having 
served in the Army National 
Guard, Larry Rhoden is now 
the South Dakota Commander 
in Chief of the Army National 
Guard.  Larry comes from a 
family of service that reaches 
back to the Revolutionary War, 
WWI, WWII, Vietnam to Des-
ert Storm and he served in the 
842ndEngineering Unit in St-
urgis.  This title of Commander 

in Chief he says, is probably the 
greatest honor he has had as 
Governor.

On Thursday, Larry and San-
dy Rhoden will be at Copper 
Coffee in Union Center at 9:00 
for a visit over coffee with folks 
before heading to Faith. All 
are welcome.   It will be a good 
time to get familiar with the 
nice little coffee shop that we 
find so little time to visit.

Memorial Day is the time 
when we remember those who 
are no longer in our lives.  And 
we honor the memory of those 
who fought for our freedom so 
we could live in this free coun-
try in the most free state, South 
Dakota.  Be sure and thank a 
veteran who is still here this 
week, as we honor those who 
sacrificed much for our coun-
try.  Have a blessed Memorial 
Day!
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     The Dakota Scout is a South Dakota owned, sourced and printed independent operation co-founded by Ellis and Sneve. Together, they 
have more than 30 years of combined experience in South Dakota journalism that have earned them reputations as dogged reporters who’ve 
not lost touch with their neighbors’ sensibilities. Be in the Know!

   Stay on top of what’s happening at the state Capitol in Pierre and around the state with breaking news, investigative reporting and a con-
stant drumbeat of information about the world around you.          www.thedakotascout.com  • www.facebook.com/TheDakotaScout Jonathan Ellis & Joe Sneve 

Roots

  A while 
back, in 
Roots 44 
exactly, I 
wrote about 
my friend 
Karen. Next 
week, I will 

be on my way to Wisconsin 
to visit her. Naturally, I am 
looking forward to getting 
together as it is always 
wonderful to keep in touch 
with friends. 

   As it happens, I have 
been thinking about my 
friend Karen quite a lot 
lately, and about the 
conversation we had 
regarding our names that 
I described in Roots 44. 
The conversation mainly 
came down to current 
pejorative connotations 
the name Karen implies. I 
have some good news, for 
my friend Karen and all my 
friends Karen, so I’d like 
to revisit Roots 44 here 
to share with all readers 
some information I learned 
recently. 

My Wisconsin friend 
Karen knows her way 
around a farm. We met as 
neighbors when our families 
were neighbors in rural 
Wisconsin several years 
ago. We have been friends 
ever since. On her 40-acre 
hobby farm, Karen has 

           Roots #63
“My Friends ‘Karen’”        	                       

provided homes for horses, 
raised Scottish Highlander 
cattle, piglets, poultry, 
and for a while, she bred 
and sold Golden Retriever 
puppies. Karen has a degree 
in horticulture and a gift 
for growing aesthetically 
pleasing houseplants and 
bountiful garden harvests. 
She and her husband Chet 
both enjoyed the farm 
life, but it was Karen who 
created the ambiance.

 On Karen’s farm, there 
was always something to do. 
We often worked together 
in her spacious farmhouse 
kitchen hulling strawberries, 
baking holiday cookies, or 
doing whatever needed to 
be done, mostly so we could 
chat. Conversation turns 
ordinary chores into happy 
occasions. 

  One day while 
processing an especially 
abundant harvest of green 
beans my thoughts drifted 
to visions of our pioneer 
ancestors. “Here we are.” 
I may have commented, 
“Living life as our great 
grandmothers did 100 years 
ago”. Or something like 
that. 

  Without looking up from 
a colander of the longest 
green beans in Wisconsin 
history, Karen told me how 
her grandmother Katrina, 
a determined and resolute 
farm wife hauled water 

Belle Fourche Writers

Belle Fourche Writers June meeting schedule: The editing meeting is Monday, June 1 from 2-4 PM. The regular 
June meeting is Saturday, June 20 from 10 AM to Noon.  All writers are invited to attend! Meetings are held at the 
Belle Fourche Public Library.

Belle Fourche Recreation Center

Notes from Belle Fourche Rec Center Aquatics Manager: As always, please reach out of you have any questions, 
comments, or concerns! My email is listed below as well as the Rec Center front desk number collin@bellefourche.
org 605-892-2467

Classes

Water-walking - This class is held every Monday, Wednesday, and Friday from 7:30 - 8:15 am. This class involves 
walking in waist-deep to chest-deep water. Water resistance provides a low-impact, full-body workout that strength-
ens the core while also improving cardiovascular health.

Silver Splash - This class is held every Tuesday and Thursday from 11:30 - 12:15 pm. Silver Splash is part of our 
Silver Sneakers program. It involves a series of low-impact workouts with specially designed Boogie Boards. This 
class is great for core strengthening and for cardiovascular health.

 
Aquafit - We will hold Aquafit every Monday and Wednesday night from 6:30 - 7:15 pm. This class is higher inten-
sity than what we currently offer. The workouts all involve using either dumbbells or foam weights. The class is de-
signed to target multiple different muscle groups while also strengthening your core. 605-892-2467  bellefourcherec.
com

Tri-State Museum

Tri-State Museum opens Rocks and Minerals mini exhibit 

The Tri-State Museum and Visitor Center mini exhibit entitled, “Rocks and Minerals,” is now open. The exhibit 
will be in the Visitor Center and include rocks and minerals to examine, storyboards, photos, geologic equipment, a 
microscope, books and guides, a touchscreen quiz and a take-home workbook on the subject for young people. 

There is no charge to enter the museum or see this mini exhibit which is up until June 12. 

The Tri-State is located at 415 Fifth Avenue in Belle Fourche. It can be reached by calling 605-723-1200.

The Tri-State Museum created some new exhibits and refreshed some older ones. The changes occur in the mer-
cantile and a new “transportation” exhibit in the center of the museum. In the mercantile, the case that has exhibited 
dolls features a new collection of 12 dolls from the museum’s extensive Millicent Henderson collection. These new 
dolls are from the 1940s-1980s and include a Madame Alexander doll, a Romanian doll and a distinctive burlap doll 
of Central American origin. Also, in the mercantile is a mini “haberdashery,” filled with vintage men’s clothing and 
toiletries. “We’ve had a number of exhibits about women’s and children’s apparel, but nothing that focused on men,” 
said Collections Archivist Jada Udager. “We thought this was a chance to feature artifacts we’ve not featured before.”

Across the floor from mercantile is the museum’s collection of salt and pepper shakers. The museum has so many 
of these that the entire four-shelf case could be completely refreshed. Some of new novel shakers include a lock 
and key, loaves of bread – and a little green alien in a spaceship.  A new exhibit in the museum’s mid-section is 
“Transportation: From Stagecoaches to Trains to Cars.” This exhibit includes images plus artifacts such as spokes 
for wagon wheels, a lady’s travel case, a miniature car and a vintage model stagecoach crossing a “path” with grass 
on either side of the roadway. There is also a brick roadway made of the few surviving bricks from Belle Fourche’s 
brick factory.

This exhibit also includes a basket with vintage postcards from places across the U.S. and abroad, which can be 
examined by visitors.

a good distance from the 
well to the garden and the 
household every day. Then 
she reminded me that she 
was named, Katrina for 
her Danish grandmother. 
However, her familiar 
‘nickname’ has always 
been Karen. None of this 
was new information. We 
have discussed our name 
assignments before, but this 
conversation was about to 
delve a little deeper. 

  I was named after a 
literary character, Margaret 
March from Louisa May 
Alcott’s Little Women. 
Margaret’s ‘nickname’, like 
mine is Meg. 

  Lucky us. I may have 
said as I began to complain 
that neither Margaret nor 
Meg feels like a good fit for 
me. 

 “Listen,’ Karen stopped 
chopping green bean tails 
and looked up. She had a 
cleaver in her hand. 

  “Would you like to 
trade?” She asked calmly, 
referring to names, not 
knives. I was glad as it was 
a hot day, and we had been 
topping and tailing green 
beans for some time.

She gesticulated with the 
knife. “Would you prefer 
share a name with a killer 
hurricane?” I did not. 

 After Hurricane Katrina 
struck the Gulf Coast in 
late August 2005, the name, 
‘Katrina’ achieved a certain 
level of infamy and the 
popularity of “Katrina” 
as an endearing name for 
little girls dropped like a 
bomb. Who would want 
to be called Katrina in the 
aftermath of 2005? 

  It was then that Karen 
steered away from using 
Katrina and deferred to 

using Karen exclusively. 
Then in 2017 along came 
tropical Storm Karen. 
Another deadly storm that 
left Puerto Rico devastated, 
without power and essential 
items for weeks. 

  At about the same time 
‘Karen’ was becoming 
popular as a pejorative 
slang stereotype typically 
used to describe a middle-
class woman who is 
perceived to be overly 
assertive, entitled, and or 
excessively demanding, or 
over-opinionated.   

  I’m sure my friend 
Karen’s loving, but innocent 
parents meant well. The 
name ‘Karen’ often short for 
Katarina or Katrina became 
popular in the US during the 
1940s. It was one of the top 
10 names for girls who were 
born in the during the 1950s 
and 1960s.  In 1965 Karen 
was the third most popular 
name for girls.

  The pejorative ‘Karen’ 
is an insult to many people 
whose names happen to be 
Karen as well as to those 
who are outspoken or 
whose names are not Karen. 
The pejorative has been 
criticized as an aggressive 
means of sanctioning 
outspoken persons, 
especially women. This 
treatment is neither fair nor 
beneficial. 

  Who can appreciate 
a world where efforts to 
silence those who pay 
attention to wrongdoing 
in their neighborhoods, 
communities and 
workspaces is encouraged? 

  In retrospect, ‘Margaret’ 
is not so bad after all. I 
can live with it for now. 
It’s an ordinary name and 
has always provided decent 

camouflage. 
However, I will forever 

admire my friends Karen, 
whether they are named 
Karen or not, who are 
courageous enough to 
express ideas, opinions, 
despite the threat of 
oppression. Now for the 
good news for Karens. There 
has been a demographic 
shift. Apparently, Jessica 
was the number one name 
for girls in America for 
most of the 80s and the 90s, 
so most Jessicas are adult 
women now. I am not aware 
of a Hurricane bearing your 
name, I fear there may be 
one, and no, it’s not fair. 

Meg English
news@bellefourchebeacon.com
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There is a new temporary exhibit in the events center of the Tri-State Museum called 
Vaudeville! Longbrake photo

Jada Udager, collections archivist, always finds special salt and pepper shakers to go 
along with the exhibit theme. Longbrake photo

From the museum’s collections, sheet music from Tin Pan Alley is on display in the 
Vaudeville! exhibit. Longbrake photo

Robbi Longbrake
news@bellefourchebeacon.com

Step Back in Time with Vaudeville! at the 
Tri-State Museum

Beacon

BELLE FOURCHE—A 
reception to kick off the latest 
temporary exhibit, Vaudeville!, 
was held at the Tri-State 
Museum on Saturday, May 
23. Red Onion Marketplace 
provided baked goods to 
accompany the museum’s 
refreshments.

Vaudeville was popular 
entertainment in the United 
States in the late 1800s through 
the early 1930s. “Vaudeville 
was absolutely huge, it came 
long before film, and they 
tied in the animals and the 
jugglers and just everything—
it was like the original variety 
show,” explained Jada Udager, 
collections archivist.

Of course, vaudeville 
made its way to downtown 
Belle Fourche! “We did have 
vaudeville in Belle Fourche, 
and they had vaudeville at the 
Iris Theater,” said Udager. 
According to the museum 
exhibit, “Vaudeville came from 
the Great Eastern Novelty 
Show, which performed 4–5 
times a day. Made up of seven 
acts, the show was described 

REMEMBERING 
THE PRICE

OF FREEDOM

To Our Fallen Heroes
Today we honor your ultimate 

sacrifice with profound gratitude 
and lasting remembrance.

PioneerBankAndTrust.com

Good Shepherd Free Clinic provides quality medical and emergency 
dental care to financially eligible northern Black Hills residents, ages 
19-64. Medical services will be available at Shepherd of the Hills 
Lutheran Church in Lead. Enter the church through the Julius Street 
parking lot (below 825 W. Main Street).

Shepherd of the Hills Church
825 W. Main Street in Lead

For more information contact:
Phone: 605-717-2080
Email: gsfreeclinic@gmail.com
Website: www.gsfreeclinic.org

Good Shepherd Free Clinic-Spearfish is open Monday nights at 
1020 State Street for medical and emergency dental services.

Next Clinic: Lead - May 28
Registration: 6:00-7:00 p.m.

as a community favorite, and 
it featured trapeze artists and a 
dog that sang.”

The temporary exhibit 
is made up of a variety of 
artifacts from several different 
people, including the museum’s 
own collection along with 
Three Hats Theatre Costume 
Shop. “Pam Somervold 
donated a vaudeville trunk that 
belonged to Jay Elwood… I 
finally get to accession it and 
get it cataloged. There’s all 
these papers in there, and I 
mean just posters and pictures 
and newspaper articles and all 
this stuff, and contracts, and 
telegrams, and I’m like, ‘oh my 
gosh, this is so cool,’” shared 
Udager. “There are things from 
Johanna Meier—she was an 
opera singer. Her parents and 
her grandparents were all in 
vaudeville, and she made her 
debut when she was five weeks 
old!”

The display contains a lot 
of historical information, 
including photos, posters, 
contracts, and more, with 
storyboards detailing the 
events and history surrounding 
the artifacts. There is a 

touchscreen quiz and an 
activity table for the youngest 
museumgoers.

The exhibit was pulled 
together by museum staff: 
Jada Udager collected all of 
the artifacts; Kristi Thielen did 
the research and writing of the 
storyboards and touchscreen 
quiz; Jean Maher handled 
the exhibit’s photo collation 
and mounting; Kim Reausaw 
created the PowerPoint and 
children’s table craft. All four 
of them, plus Sheila Culhane, 
installed the exhibit.

They had fun putting this 
exhibit together. Udager said, 
“I had a lot of fun with this. 
It’s a lot of fun; your creativity 
can just take off and run!”

Come check out the 
newest temporary exhibit 
for yourselves and learn the 
history of vaudeville and how 
it impacted Belle Fourche. 
It runs through September. 
Look for the next mini-exhibit 
opening on Saturday, June 27. 
It will explore the history of 
postage stamps.
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highmarkfcu.com
605.892.4631

You Have Big Plans For  A New Home. 
We Will Make It Happen.

* APR= Current Annual Percentage Rate may change due to loan fees. Rates subject to change without notice. Members with existing vehicle 
loans qualify for bundling discount. Rate increase to 5.24% APR with no bundled loan.  **Mortgage loans are subject to credit approval. 
Membership eligibility is required. A variety of rates and terms are available. Contact us for current rates. Highmark Credit Union is federally 
insured by the NCUA. 
NMLS #416700

Bundle & Save Money With Our  
Construction Loan Special
• Special 4.99% APR* available now (with qualified

vehicle/personal loan)
• Interest-only payments during the construction phase
• Quick,	local	decisions	from	people	who	live	here	too
• Excellent	personal	service	from	start	to	finish

Apply online, call, stop by or chat with a member of our Mortgage Team. Or, apply 
for your Construction Loan online at 
hhttttppss::////wwwwww..hhiigghhmmaarrkkffccuu..ccoomm//ppeerrssoonnaall//bboorrrrooww//mmoorrttggaaggee--llooaannss

Home Const Belle Fourche 4x6.indd   1Home Const Belle Fourche 4x6.indd   1 3/23/2026  
11:47 AM

Special Meeting Minutes  
Butte County Administration 
Commission Meeting Room 

839 5th Avenue 
Belle Fourche, SD 57717  

 
Thursday, May 14, 2026 
 
THE BOARD OF BUTTE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS CONVENED AT 2:45 P.M. on Thursday, 
May 14, 2026. Commissioners present were Erk, Brunner, Batterman, Kari, and Ager.  
 
Chair Erk called the meeting to order. 
 
Motion by Ager, Second by Brunner to adopt the meeting agenda with removal of Executive 
Session Personnel 1-25-2 (1) at 4:00. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.  
 
Motion by Brunner, Second by Ager to enter into Executive Session: Personnel 1-25-2(1) at 2:46 
PM. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried. Exited Executive Session at 5:19 PM with no action.  Ager 
left the meeting at 5:00 PM.  
 
Discussion was held regarding the May 19, 2026, agenda, sales tax revenue, and bridge funding.  
 
Motion by Batterman, Second by Kari to adjourn the meeting at 5:29 P.M.  Vote Unanimous. 
Motion Carried. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  APPROVED BY THE COMMISSION: 

Chad Erk, Chairperson 
 
 
 
   ________________________________ 

 ATTESTED BY:  
 Annie Capp, Butte County Auditor 

OFFICIAL COUNTY ELECTION BALLOT 
BUTTE, SOUTH DAKOTA 

(June 02, 2026) 
 
 
The following resolution was proposed by petition for submission to the voters. This resolution 
will not become effective unless approved by majority vote. 
  
Title: Resolution to Create an Ordinance to Prohibit Data Centers in Butte County 
  
  
States Attorney Explanation: The resolution would require that the Butte County Commissioners 
create an ordinance prohibiting the construction of data centers in Butte County, South Dakota.  
  
  
To vote use a cross (X) or check mark () in the square in front of "Yes" or "No." 
  
          □  Yes      A vote "Yes" will adopt the resolution and require the Butte County 
Commissioners to draft an ordinance prohibiting data centers. 
 
          □  No       A vote "No" will not adopt the resolution.   
  
          Source: 42 SDR 178, effective July 1, 2016. 
          General Authority: SDCL 12-1-9(2). 
          Law Implemented: SDCL 7-18A-11, 7-18A-14, 7-18A-21. 
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Memorial Day Service Honors Fallen at Newell Cemetery

Robbi Longbrake
news@bellefourchebeacon.com

The Veterans Honor Guard performs a rifle volley. Longbrake photo

NEWELL—A small crowd 
gathered at the Newell 
Cemetery for a Memorial 
Day service to honor the 
brave men and women who 
gave their lives in service to 
our nation on the morning of 
May 25.

The local VFW Post 5807 
organized the services. 
Quartermaster Nila Charles, 
VFW Post 5807, greeted 
the crowd and introduced 

 Celebrate Recovery Support Group 
is now meeting at Emmanual Baptist 

Church 

           Every Friday at 6:30 pm. 
  10913 Sourdough Rd. 

          Come for potluck on the 
        last Friday of each month. 

Lance Putnam gave the Memorial Day address, with Nila Charles, VFW Post 5807. 
Longbrake photo

Laying of the memorial wreath. Longbrake photo

the speaker, Lance Putnam. 
Putnam spent 26 years in 
Army Special Operations and 
did five combat tours in the 
War on Terrorism. He was 
awarded two Bronze Stars. 
Putnam retired in 2021 and 
is now a pastor at Newell 
Christian Fellowship.

Putnam welcomed those 
gathered and reflected on the 
meaning of Memorial Day. 
“Good morning, everybody. 
Thank you guys so much for 
coming out today. So today 

we’re here to honor the brave 
men and women who have 
paid the ultimate sacrifice for 
the cause of freedom. Today 
is not about those of us that 
have worn the uniform at 
one time in our lives, but 
it’s about our brothers and 
sisters, husbands and wives, 
fathers and mothers, friends 
and relatives who never got 
to take the uniform off,” he 
said.

He went on to share 
the names and stories of 

fallen heroes and then said, 
“Thousands of names like 
these have answered the call 
of their nation and never 
returned home.”

After sharing a quote from 
a letter written by Abraham 
Lincoln to a mother who lost 
five sons in the Civil War, 
Putnam said, “Today we 
thank these men and women 
for their sacrifice. The very 
freedoms that we enjoy in 
this nation we have today are 
because of them. We thank 

them, we honor them, and 
most importantly, we will 
never forget them.”

Following his address, the 
memorial wreath was laid, 
followed by an honor guard 
rifle volley.

Memorial Day services 
were also held at the Vale 
Cemetery and Wilson 
Cemetery earlier in the 
morning on May 25.
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Grand River Roundup

life on Friday when M. E. Haf-
ner, local buyer for Cordingley 
& Co, Boston, Mass, purchased 
20,000 fleeces of medium wool 
at 30 cents per pound. Up to 
Wednesday Mr. Hafner was still 
buying a limited amount at the 
30-cent figure. There have been 
some sales of medium wool 
in merchandisable form which 
have been sold on delivered 
basis of 34 to 35 cents in Ohio 
and Mississippi.

May 16, 1946
    Earl Dennis, former New-

ellite, now residing at Yuma, 
Arizona, recently won high hon-
ors in a Pasadena, California 
flower show, according to Sam 
H. Bober, who recently returned 
from a visit to that and other 
points. Dennis won 1st place 
and a sweepstakes prize in the 
competition. He sent greetings 
to old friends in this territory.

    Jr. Getty, son of Mr. & Mrs. 
Robert Getty, was taken to the 
Belle Fourche Hospital where 
he had to have an abscess 
lanced. It had been causing 
him a great deal of pain. We 
hope that now Jr. will be on the 
road to recovery. Mrs. John 
Wilson visited the Getty family 
upon their return home from the 
hospital.

    J. O. Price & Son, local 
owners of the Coast to Coast 
store here, this week received 
a key-making machine which 
they have put to use there, With 
the device, they are now able to 
turn out keys in a few minutes. 
Keys made while you watch. 
Phone 4042.

May 24, 1956
    Mrs. L. R. Chiesman and 

Mrs. Mary Walton were hon-
ored as 50-year graduates of 
Black Hills Teachers College at 
Spearfish Saturday evening at 
a banquet held at the college in 
honor of alumni. Mrs. Chiesman 
and Mrs. Walton graduated in 
1906. Mrs. Edgar Anderson, 

May 18, 1916
    Andrew Hegglund, Sul-

phur, is helping Mr. Mitchell haul 
two shacks from the gumbo to 
his claim northeast of town.

    Notice to Ranchmen, 
the State of South Dakota 
Game Department will pay $10 
per head for young antelope 
delivered at the Bishel Ranch, 
5 miles southeast of Arpan in 
Butte County. See P. L. Edholm, 
Department State Game War-
den, Savoy, South Dakota.

    Local papers in the north-
west part of the state report a 
large increase in flax acreage in 
that section of the state. A lot of 
new breaking is being done and 
much of this is seeded to flax. 
The low-priced tractors which 
can be operated by one man 
are responsible for a great deal 
of the new breaking of sod.

May 20, 1926
    A bunch of youngsters, 

who at least should be treated 
to an old-fashioned paddling, 
broke into the powder house of 
the Smiley-Gay Company last 
Sunday and stole about 900 
dynamite caps. The kids were 
having a celebration by attach-
ing short fuses to the deadly 
stuff and throwing the caps into 
the air to hear the noise of the 
explosion. When the matter was 
reported to police and the kids 
were taken in charge and the 
caps returned to the owner. It 
is easy to imagine what might 
have happened had one of the 
caps exploded in the hands of 
any of the kids.

    Dr. G. W. Nash, President 
of Yankton College, has been 
secured to deliver the address 
at the Memorial Day program 
to be held in the Newell High 
School auditorium, May 30th at 
10:00 AM. The program will be 
held under the auspices of the 
American Legion Post, and the 
various churches are co-operat-
ing with Adjutant Miller to make 

the service a success.
    It is reported that 132 cars 

of immigrants were brought 
into South Dakota by Chicago 
& Northwestern Railway during 
the past month. With the entirely 
inadequate legislative appropri-
ation for the State Immigration 
Department this is a remarkable 
showing.

May 21, 1936
   Work has started on the 

first house in Newell to be 
constructed of adobe bricks, 
commonly called “gumbo 
bricks”. The new residence will 
be located near corner of Elmira 
Ave & 4th Street and is being 
constructed for Mr. & Mrs. R. 
T. Blythe. The adobe bricks are 
being made by Pedro Valerio, 
Mexico, who is familiar with this 
type of construction where it is 
quite general. Water is added to 
gumbo soil, add small amount 
of fine sand and a little straw, 
then packed into a mold and 
the blocks are then dried in the 
sun. A house of this type can be 
finished with plaster inside and 
stucco outside.

    Mr. & Mrs. Louis Maass 
entertained the Newell School 
teachers at their home Tuesday 
evening. While Mr. & Mrs. Ole 
Tysdal entertained the Horse 
Creek School teachers, Misses 
Schipke and Easton and Mrs. 
George Hill and son at their 
home.

    Two Newell men are 
listed among the graduates at 
the School of Mines; Lawrence 
John Hull, son of Mr. & Mrs. D. 
J. Hull will receive the Degree of 
Bachelor of Science in Metallur-
gical Engineering and Reynold 
Edward Isto, son of Mr. & Mrs. 
Edward Isto, will get the degree 
of Bachelor of Science in Civil 
Engineering. Both are graduates 
of Newell High School and are 
listed among the outstanding 
students at the Mines.

    The wool market came to 

also of Newell, was honored 
as a 30-year graduate, being 
the only one present from that 
class. Mrs. Walton taught for 
many years at Newell while Mrs. 
Anderson taught at rural schools 
and also Newell Public. Others 
attending from Newell were 
Mrs. R. C. Johnson, and Mrs. J. 
W. Price all ladies were chauf-
feured by Mr. Chiesmsan.

    In order that the staff at 
the Valley Irrigator office may 
observe the Memorial Holi-
day, all advertisements and 
correspondence are advised 
to submit their copy for next 
week’s paper one day earlier 
than usual, on Monday. Newell 
stores and other businesses 
will be closed all day May 30 
was announced by the Newell 
Community Club. The Irrigator 
office will be closed all day, but 
the paper will be mailed early 
Thursday morning as usual.

    A free chest x-ray is again 
available to every adult and 
child 14 years and older in Butte 
County. The State Department 
of Health’s Chest X-ray Diag-
nostic Units are scheduled in 
Eastern Butte: at Nisland May 
24, Newell May 26 and Vale 
May 28.

June 2, 1966
    A thief or thieves siphoned 

about 20 gallons of gasoline 
and removed 22-caliber rifles 
from two trucks at the Hum-
ble-Enco Distribution Office 
here Wednesday night, it was 
reported by City Police Ed 
Yoder. A girl’s blue bicycle with 
carrier, basket and speedometer 
was reported stolen from the 
Duane Friez residence the next 

day. It is assumed that the same 
perpetrators are involved with 
both incidents.

    Mr. & Mrs. Larry Snoozy 
of Sturgis spent Monday visiting 
with Mr. & Mrs. Jesse Hoese 
and Steve Smeenk at Carlisle, 
Wyoming. Steve will be em-
ployed for the summer months 
by his sister at the Hoese 
Ranch.

    A total of $41.55 was 
collected to help needy veterans 
and their families during the 
VFW Auxiliary sponsored Poppy 
Day sale here Saturday, it is 
reported by Post officers. Mem-
bers of the Auxiliary of VFW 
Post 5807 express their thanks 
to all members of Newell Girl 
Scout Troops 114 and 115 and 
other volunteers who helped to 
make the sale a success.

    Now that school is out 
and more children are moving 
about. City Police Ed Yoder calls 
for motorists, especially in and 
around the city, to be especially 
careful and watchful of young 
people to avoid any accidents or 
serious injury. He also cautions 
children to be watchful of traffic 
and when in traffic to obey the 
state traffic regulations. Those 
that ride after dark must be 
equipped with both headlights 
and reflectors. Those who wish 
to study the state laws and 
regulations in respect to bicycle 
or motor bike operations may 
secure a manual copy from 
Yoder.

 It was chilly last Monday and 
it froze that night with the 
temperature at 30 degrees. 
It’s a good thing that I hadn’t 
got my garden planted with 
my sore leg.
  Reub went over and mowed 
the cemetery at Glendo 
Tuesday morning to get it 
cleaned up for Memorial Day 
on Monday. Amanda and 
Copper got the lawn mowed 
when Amanda got home from 
helping her sister Josi Jen-
son. Max Matthew sent me a 
You Tube video where my old 
hero Fred Jennewein talked 
about the election to decide 
which town will be the capital 
of Perkins County. He also 
talked about the last roundup 
in this area in 1907. Fred was 
a 1902 cowboy and when we 
moved to Bison in 1953, Fred 
ran the rammed earth muse-
um that was built by my great 
grandfather Carl Hallan.
  Reub and I went to Hettinger 
Wednesday morning for my 
annual checkup with Lesley 
Kling at the Hettinger clinic 

(Wilkinson) Krambeer, our 
Aunt Daisy Wilkinson and my 
sister Judy (White) Amor on 
Saturday.
  There was another death 
to report: Joseph Azevedo 
was 68 years young when he 
passed away on May 13, at 
Monument Health Hospital 
in Rapids City.  The funeral 
mass was held on Friday, 
May 22, at St. Mary’s Cath-
olic Church with burial at the 
Greenhill Cemetery in Lem-
mon.
  Lark and her husband Chad 
Schon were a little late getting 
to our house because they 
were visiting with her father 
Mick Welch over at Ludlow 
before they came here. We 
went over to the cemetery at 
Glendo to put flowers on her 
grandmother Violet Kram-
beer’s grave, our Aunt Daisy 
Wilkinson’s grave and my 
sister Judy Amor’s grave and 
then we took her husband 
Chad down to see the Glendo 
Store and post office where 
my mother Lila (Wilkinson) 
White and her grandma Violet 
Krambeer grew up with six 
other siblings on the Glendo 
store that was taken over 
by their grandfather Charles 
Wilksinson after he left the 
Minnesota legislature. The 
Glendo store was built by 
Bill Olson, grandfather to 
Tom and Bill Holt and Reub’s 
great uncle. The store was 
started by Charles’ daughter 
Glencora before she passed 
away. That’s why Charles 
took it over and later turned 

and everything turned out well 
except for my right leg that’s 
still really painful. We ate 
lunch at the American Legion 
and stopped in Reeder on the 
way home to have coffee with 
the Prairie Pioneers.
  I got all of my raised bed 
gardens planted on Thurs-
day before that beautiful rain 
started. My gardens were 
watered better than I could 
have watered them with 
almost an inch of rain that fell 
and left puddles everywhere. 
The road over to the Glendo 
cemetery was so muddy that 
we didn’t think we would be 
able to go over there until at 
least Memorial Day without 
getting stuck!
  It rained some more on 
Friday and with the rain on 
Thursday it left a total of 
almost an inch and a quarter 
of much need moisture. My 
cousin Darlene (Krambeer) 
Welch’s daughter Lark called 
and said she planned on com-
ing to the ranch to go over 
to the cemetery at Glendo 
to put flowers on the graves 
of her grandmother Violet 

keys, Dawn and Rosella re-
turned to Hettinger in late May 
to help Marie fix the graves 
and water the lone tree. On 
the way back to Hettinger, 
Marie said, “When I can’t do 
this anymore, PROMISE you 
will take care of the family 
graves.”
  Eventually, Dawn moved 
Marie to Albuquerque to take 
care of her there. Rosella 
continued making the trip to 
Harding County to tend to the 
cemetery. Dawn, too far away, 
sent money for the flowers.
  With the help of their brother 
Iver and his family and Robbie 
Erickson and his family and 
mower, the PROMISE has 
been kept for over 30 years. 
Because of schedules the 
activity is sometimes late.
  Someday, if you drive north 
on SD Highway 79 north of 
Reva, watch for the white 
church on the right at the 
Schwarzwalter Corner (now 
the Erickson Corner). There 
is the Peace EUB Church, 
the lone tree, 5 sibling white 
crosses, flowers on head 
stone of Rueben and Marie, 
and the PROMISE kept.
  Who will keep the PROMISE 
for me?
Rosella Heier Beaumont

it over to Glencora’s brother 
Harvey Wilkinson, who was 
my grandfather. Glendo is in 
Glendo Township and is part 
of our east ranch.
  Iver Heier brought this to 
church on Sunday that his 
sister sent to have me put it in 
my column:
  A Memorial Day Promise
  Our dad, Rueben Heier, 
passed from this earth in 
January of 1991. Mom, Marie 
Heier, who was his beloved 
wife, life partner and caretaker 
during his final years while he 
fought leukemia, decided that 
she wanted to remain on the 
farm/ranch in Harding County 
– it was her home.
  Her lonesome stay, lasted 
one winter. That first spring of 
1992 their daughters, Dawn 
of Albuquerque and Rosella 
of Rapid City, came home to 
help Marie find an apartment 
in Hettinger (Marions’). All 
seemed well until Marie could 
not drive any more.
  While she waws still driving, 
she made several 65 mile 
(one way) trips by herself 
to check on the home place 
and to haul water to a lone 
tree she had planted on the 
north side of the Peace EUB 
Church cemetery. This church 
was built by her dad Jacob 
Schwarzwalter on a corner 
of the farm her father owned. 
Every Memorial Day she had 
decorated family graves in the 
cemetery. In the lean years, 
she would climb the nearby 
butte and harvest flowers.
  The year she gave up her 
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Pie Day at NVN Senior Center
May 26 • 10 a.m.–3 p.m.
Last Tuesday every month 

Newell Area Economic Group 
Meeting
June 3 • 6 p.m.
First Wednesday every month

Newell Commission Meeting
June 8 • 5 p.m.
Second Monday every month

School Board Meeting
June 8 • 6 p.m.
Second Monday every month

Feeding SD at Dakota Life Center
June 11 • 2 p.m.–3 p.m.
Second Thursday every month

106 8th Street                        P: 605-456-1321
            F: 605-456-1621

PO Box  426                  
Newell, SD 57760
    VIPAgency@sdplains..com

VIP Agency
Auto, Home, Farm, Commercial

N N
V

Community Calendar

Support Local 
Business From the

Beacon and Irrigator.
Your support of local businesses, makes it work.

We’re Newell-Vale-Nisland proud! 

Newell Service Center
101 4th Street- Phone 605-456-3455

Automotive and Pickup Repair Shop · 
Sturdevant’s Parts Store · Oil Lube & 
Filter Service · Gates-Belts & Hoses &  
Custom Hose building· + We sell all class-
es of Tires &  do Tire repair· ATV Services

Here’s What’s Happening in Newell!

NHS Athletic Banquet 
May 21 • 6 p.m.

Elementary Basketball Camp
May 25-26 • 5 p.m.–6:30 p.m.
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IM-SERIES PLASTIC SEPTIC TANKS
A revolutionary improvement in plastic tank design, offering 
exceptional strength comparable to concrete tanks.
Suitable for use as septic tanks, pump/trash tanks, cisterns
or rainwater (non-potable) storage/harvesting tanks.

1700 5TH AVENUE | BELLE FOURCHE, SD | 605-892-2613
MONDAY - FRIDAY 8AM - 5PM  |  SATURDAY 8AM - 12PM | CLOSED SUNDAY

Wells
Supply

500, 1000, 1500 • 1 or 2 compartment stock

Ryan Dennis, owner of Midwestern Meat Locker, cooks up brats. Longbrake photo

Above Left: Midwestern Meat Locker hosted a free BBQ. Above Right: Area folks came out to try some delicious food. Longbrake photos

Midwestern Meat Locker Cookout Highlights Creative Brat 
Flavors

    May 2026!

Robbi Longbrake
news@bellefourchebeacon.com

NEWELL—The 
community was invited 
to try unique brat flavors, 
from French onion to mac 
and cheese, cooked up by 
Midwestern Meat Locker 
on Monday, May 25.

The warm, sunny 
weather, paired with a 
variety of unique brat 
flavors, drew local folks 
to the park to enjoy good 
food, cold drinks and 
each other’s company. 
Offerings included French 
onion beef brats, mac and 
cheese pork brats, beef 
Philly brats, mushroom 
and Swiss beef brats and 
Holiday ham pork brats, 
along with brownies and 

lemon bars for dessert.
The idea for the free 

lunch came from business 
owner Ryan Dennis. “I’ve 
wanted to kind of do a 
little community event for 
a long time, and we’ve 
been kind of collecting 
some of these different 
flavors that we haven’t 
really put out to the public 
yet—I just seen a bunch of 
them and I was like why 
don’t we just throw them 
out there and we’ll do a 
cookout and invite the 
public and just try to have 
a good time—seemed like 
a good thing to do,” he 
explained.

After Dennis announced 
the free brats event, he 
wasn’t sure what the 
turnout would be like. 

“I’m ecstatic—honestly, I 
didn’t think that we would 
get more than a dozen 
people that weren’t either 
employees or friends of 
employees,” he shared. 
“It’s been a great turnout. 
We’ve just about cooked 
up everything that we 
had!”

The business owner 
likes doing events for the 
community. Midwestern 
Meat Locker did a 
similar event during the 
Labor Day celebration 
last year; they hosted a 
cookout. “We’re gonna 
try and do that again 
this year. I would like to 
work with the Economic 
Development Group and 
we’re trying to set up 
maybe two or three of 

these things every year. 
We’ll see how that pans 
out, but I would like to see 
that happen,” said Dennis.

The meat locker is a 
veteran-owned business 
that is a custom-only 
locker. “We have a retail 
space up front, we sell box 
meat, we do all our own 
broth, we do bacon, we do 
ham, we got nine different 
flavors of snack sticks, 
two or three different 
flavors of summer sausage 
and jerky,” said Dennis.

The store also makes 
charcuterie trays and will 
have gift boxes available 
for Father’s Day. Come in 
and grab your dad some 
delicious snacks!

If you haven’t had a 
chance to stop by this 

meat locker and see 
what they have for sale, 
now is a good time to 
do it! If you want more 
information about any of 
their products, it is best to 
stop by the store in person 
or send an email. Store 
hours are Monday through 
Friday from 7:30 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m. and Saturday 9 
a.m. to 1 p.m.


