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Middle
School Choir
Concert

The 2024 Middle School choir
under the direction of Ms. Karlee
Gusso performed, December 16,
at the Belle Fourche Rec Center
to an over capacity and then
some crowd their 2024 Christ-
mas/Holiday Concert.

The Adaptive Music group
that included Kaylunn Bohm,
Fara Bricker, Echo Dahn, Elijah
Green, James Heck, Jessa John-
son, Sadee Keil, Brady Pierce, &
Aden Young led off the evening
followed by members of the 6th
Grade class who sang: Over the
River, Little Star, Snow is Still
Falling & Winter Fantasy.

The 6th Grade Choir inlcuded:
Ariyana Beguin, Toryn Berto-
lotto, Adrianna Bishop, Adilynn
Bruke, Emersyn Carmichael,
Adalyn Clem, Maycee Coffeild,
Natalie Cvach, Mea Daniels,
Keaton Davis, Annavelle Digh-
ton, Avery Dobesh, Amiyah

MS Choir A8

“When Christma Coes to Town”
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Standing room only was hard to find, as parents, family, friends, & lovers of Christmas Music filled to capacity and then some
the BF Rec center auditorium at the December Middle School Choir Holiday Concert. The Adaptive Music group that in-

cluded Kaylunn Bohm, Fara Bricker, Echo Dahn, Elijah Green, James Heck, Jessa Johnson, Sadee Keil, Brady Pierce,
& Aden Young performed on stage to start the evening.

Multiple Structure Fires
Reported on Ninth Avenue

Belle Fourche, SD — December
21, 2024 — Emergency services
responded to multiple structure
fires in the area of Ninth Avenue
and Butte Street following re-
ports of an explosion and fire on
the north side of Belle Fourche
just before midnight last Sunday
night.

The fire quickly spread to mul-
tiple homes before firefighters
arrived on the scene.

The Belle Fourche Fire Depart-
ment worked swiftly to contain

the blaze and prevent further
spread. Officers evacuated
several residents.

All residents in the affected
area have been safely evacu-
ated, and only one injury has
been reported at this time.
Emergency crews remained on-
site to assess the situation and
ensure public safety.

Authorities urged residents to
avoid the area while emergency
services continue their opera-
tions.

Spearfish Mayor Proclaims
“Bryan Lessly Day”
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Bryan and Cathy Lessly at High Plains Westefn Heritage

Center event. Beacon Photo

Beacon Staff
news@bellefourchebeacon.com

It was such a fitting honor for
the day to be proclaimed “Bryan
Lessly Day” in the City of Spear-
fish by Mayor John Senden and
to see the dozens of folks come
out in support of a very deserv-
ing man.

The proclomation was present-
ed Friday December 13 as the
High Plains Western Heritage
Center hosted a fund raising
event for Bryan.

Talented area musicians
performed, vendors donated pro-
ceeds, and a silent auction was

held to raise funds.

Bryan had recently returned
home from Mayo Clinic in
Rochester were he is undergo-
ing cancer treatment.

Center Executive Director
Karla Scovell echoed the sen-
timents of many as she stated,
“Bryan has done so much for
so many behind the scenes both
within the community of Spear-
fish and across the state.

Bryan has been an integral
source of help to the High
Plains Western Heritage Center
with his talent in videography,

his writing skills and so much
Bryan contd. A3

Chamber of Commerce Light
Contest Winner Announced

Congratulations 1627 11th Ave! Joe Florez would like to thank his decorating helpers Opal, De-
stanie, Justin, Ashlee, Richie, Shaun, Jay and Brady; 2nd place-1116 4th ave.; 3rd place-1949

Xavier Street.

The community was asked to put their winter gloves on and decorate their houses for a light
competition this year. Entries were taken at the Chamber office and were judged by the Polar
Express riders on Dec 12th and Dec 13th. Joe Florez won the unique hand painted “Golden
Santa” that will fit right into his display. A full list of the houses that competed remains available
on the Chamber Facebook Page. The Chamber would like to thank all for participating and we
are looking forward to next year’s contest!

Shayna Ager Joining Jack the Clipper Salon

Beacon Staff
news@bellefourchebeacon.com

Jack the Clipper is proud to
announce that with the New Year
will come the addition of Shayna
Ager joining the salon.

Shayna is a 2013 graduate of
Belle Fourche and has lived
most of her life here.

Shayna commented, “It’s been
a blessing growing up in Belle.
Belle has a unique and charming
atmosphere.

I love how our community
comes together to support one
another. I love the quiet and
simplicity our town has.”

She started her cosmetologist
career in 2020 and graduated
in 2021; then attended barber

college in 2023.

Shayna will be available
Tuesday, Wednesday(10-4:30),
Friday and Saturdays(10-6).

Shayna when asked about
her career choice, “I’ve always
been drawn to the beauty
industry because of my love
for hair and makeup. I love
my job because it allows me to
be creative, and the ability to
always learn and grow. I love
the meaningful connections I
have with my clients.

I love helping people feel
their best. It’s such a rewarding
industry.”

Jack the Clipper is located
in the Belle Fourche Business
Plaza.
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Shayna Age

Book Party at the Belle Fourche Public Library!

Meg English
news@bellefourchebeacon.com
Book parties are always

special. They attract readers,
writers, their families, friends,
and significant others. However,
the book party on Saturday, De-
cember 14th at the Belle Fourche
Public Library was extra-special.
Altogether a group of over 40 lit-
erary supporters enjoyed author
readings, holiday treats, door
prizes, and of course, books, and
book related gifts for sale.

The occasion was a celebration

in honor of the Belle Fourche
Writers second anthology
“Life’s Landscapes™.

For the Belle Fourche Writ-
ers, the anthology committee,
and the authors whose works
are published in the anthology,
the event was indeed a signifi-
cant milestone.

The project began a little
more than two years ago when
a group of Belle Fourche
Writers decided it was time for
another anthology. The first an-

thology, “Roots Grow Deep and
Strong” was published in 2012.
They formed a committee
consisting of Eric Beeman,
Margie Bolte, Lynda Edwards,
Meg English, Joan Gerkin,
Angela Hastings, Jean Helmer,
and Kathy Bjornestadt. Writers
who were members of the Belle
Fourche Writers were invited
to submit their poetry, fiction
and non-fiction writings. The

anthology committee met once
BF Writers Contd.C2

The Belle Fourche Writers celebrated the launch of their new anthology Life’s Landscapes with
holiday treats, door prizes, books, and book-related gifts for purchase. Courtesy Photo
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WilenMonument.com

When someone you love becomes a
Memory, the memory becomes a Treasure.
-Unknown-

wilenmonument@gmail.com | 10988 SD Hwy 34 Belle Fourche

PEACE OF MIND...and being able to say,
“Bverything has been taken care of.”

Kline Funeral Chapel
605-892-3964

email: klinefuneralchapel@rushmore.com
website: klinefuneralchapel.com

Brian Kline
Owner

Most of us intend on ‘getting around to it someday, but if
your someday never comes, your loved ones will wonder if
they made the right decisions for your final requests when it
does.

Regardless how we prefer to deal with the big
questions of life, taking the time to make your advanced
funeral or cremation planning is a very caring and responsible
thing to do.

It also removes the emotional and financial stress from your
loved ones or friends, and allows you the proper time to
consider all your options.

For your best service, for your best price possible,

Kline Funeral Chapel offers an array of burial and
cremation packages to suit your budget.

Ask the families we have served.

(800) 456 0514

blackhillsmonument@midconetwork.com
19274 US Hwy 85 ¢ Belle Fourche, SD

www.bhmonument.com
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Mary Ann Wells 96

Mary Ann Wendelken was born in Belle
Fourche, SD on October 7, 1928 to parents
Ralph and Anne Wendelken as the youngest
of four children, joining brother Jim and two
sisters Claire and Sara. She grew up on the
family dairy farm and ranch at the foot of
Redwater Hill between Belle Fourche and
Spearfish. Her childhood was a carefree
time spent swimming in the creeks, roam-
ing the hills, skating on the rivers, sledding
down the slopes, roller skating in the barns,
riding horses and playing games when forced to stay
indoors, and helping with chores along the way.

Mary Ann’s schooling was at the Normal School in
Spearfish and later in Belle Fourche. She was a good
student and graduated from BFHS in 1946 as vale-
dictorian. Later that fall Mary Ann attended South
Dakota State in Brookings, but her heart was back in
Belle Fourche with Jack Wells, who she dated during
the summer. Jack had returned to Belle Fourche after
serving in WWII the U.S. Army Air Corps in the
South Pacific when he met Mary Ann through friends.
They married on August 6, 1947 in a double wedding
ceremony at the Congregational Church in Belle
Fourche, along with her sister Claire and husband
Maurice Stambaugh.

While on their honeymoon, opportunity knocked
in the form of a store display TOILET STOOLS,
which were in short supply after the war. The young
couple was building a new house and needed this im-
portant item, so they bought it at black market prices,
which drained their cash and they ended up using the
toilet as collateral for a motel stay until more funds
could be obtained. This incident pointed out the need
for a plumbing supply store and Jack was able to start
a business in the basement of their house. The busi-
ness was run by Mary Ann much of the time (often
with a baby on her hip) as Jack worked at other jobs
until Wells Plumbing Supplies became established.

The family grew. After Richard and Linda arrived,
the one-bedroom house was bursting, so they built a
house on Redwater Hill. Two more children followed
— Allen and Barbara. Mary Ann described her time
spent raising a family as the best time in her life. She
was the kind of mother that anyone would wish for.

As her children got older, Mary Ann completed
a home landscaping course and worked for a time
at Beck’s Nursery in Spearfish which enhanced her
knowledge and love of gardening, which she ex-
pressed throughout her life. In 1965, she became
a real estate broker, one of the first women realtors
in the area, operating Wells Real Estate out of their
home. Meanwhile Wells Plumbing Supplies had
grown, so Mary Ann became head bookkeeper,

plumbing adviser, stocker and more. She
won over some skeptical customers by
showing her knowledge and capability with
plumbing and parts. In 1992 Mary Ann
joined son Richard as a partner in Home-
stead Nursery, working full time during
growing seasons until she retired in 2019 at
the age of 90. She loved to pot plants and
often left a trail of pulled weeds along the
paths of the nursery gardens. She thorough-
ly enjoyed working with customers and
sharing her love of plants.

Mary Ann was able to do many things in her
life. She participated in Bridge Club, PEO, Belle
Fourche Women and Toastmasters as well as roles in
the U.C.C. church as Sunday school teacher, greeter
and trustee. She was a voracious reader with a curi-
ous mind, and her home gardens were true expres-
sions of her imagination and style. Most of all she
was a loving person who put thought into everything
she did. She remained close to her sisters Claire
Stambaugh and Sara Horman and the sound of the
three sisters’ unrestrained giggling was a hallmark
of their time together.

Mary Ann and Jack lived at home in Belle
Fourche through 2023 and celebrated their 77th
Anniversary. She passed away on December 21,
2024 at the age of 96 at Heartland Senior Living
in Spearfish. She is survived by her husband Jack,
who is 101, of Spearfish, four children Richard
Wells of St. Onge, Linda (Jon) Wiley of Spearfish,
Allen (Michele Post) Wells of Sturgis, and Barbara
(Mike) Snoozy of Portland, OR, five grandchildren
Nathan (Stephanie) Wiley and Aaron (Carolyn)
Wiley of Indianapolis, IN, Krista (Brady) Menzel
of Sioux Falls, Kelli (Honario) Colipano of Ewa
Beach, HI, and Kyle (Saki) Snoozy of Portland, OR,
nine great-grandchildren and one great-great-grand-
child. Mary Ann was preceded in death by her three
siblings, grandchild Kelly Brengle and great-grand-
child Kaylee Teppo.

Memorial gifts may be designated to the First
Congregational Church UCC, Belle Fourche, SD.

A Celebration of Life Service will be held 11:30am
Saturday, December 28, 2024 at the First Congre-
gational United Church of Christ in Belle Fourche.
There will be no visitation. Arrangements are with
Leverington Funeral Home of the Northern Hills
in Belle Fourche. Friends may leave
written condolences online at: www. %‘L&
LeveringtonFH.com
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Shirley Ann (Peters) LaRue 89

Shirley Ann (Peters) LaRue, 89, of Belle
Fourche, passed away Frlday, December
20th, 2024. i

Shirley was born on May 17,1935 in Watau-
ga, South Dakota to Glenn and Theoline
‘Tillie” (Haugen) Peters. She grew up in
town with cousins and her best friend Evelyn
McGregor. She never missed a day of school
because her dad drove the gas truck that
could drive through any snowstorm. Shirley
graduated from McIntosh High School in
1953. After her father retired from the Phillips 66 sta-
tion, they moved to Lemmon, South Dakota. She then

attended Aberdeen School of Business. Shirley started

her first job at the First National Bank of Lemmon.
Shirley was engaged to the only love of her life, Larry
LaRue, in October of 1954 and then married June 4th,
1955. Shirley and Larry moved to Belle Fourche to
start their lives together.

Shirley gave birth to her son Douglas Larry James
LaRue in 1957 and to their daughter Lorrie Ann
LaRue in 1961. After her children were in school, she
started a career at Pioneer Bank and Trust. For thirty
plus years Shirley never met a stranger and was some-

how related to everyone. She loved every single one of

her customers.

Shirley was caring, patient, a good cook and
kindhearted. Shirley was always ‘dapper’ in her
appearance. She enjoyed bowling, coffee and dancing.
Shirley was a very artistic painter and loved showing
off her talent with Larry’s woodworking skills at craft
fairs across the region. Shirley never missed a home

game and loved all her grandchildren and great-grand-

children with all her heart. When she asked them to
‘talk to her’ you always said you loved her, and she

replied with ‘I love you more.’

Shirley is preceded in death by her par-
ents, Glenn and Tillie Peters, infant brother
Richard Peters, and her husband of almost
70 years, Larry LaRue.

Shirley is survived by her son, Douglas
(Jean) LaRue of Rapid City, SD; daughter
Lorrie (Roger) Kimball of Belle Fourche,
SD; Grandchildren Brooke Schmett of
Anchorage, AK; Cassie (Grant) Mason of
Gillette, WY; Amanda Nelson of Sheri-
dan, WY, Jamie Burke of Belle Fourche, SD and
Daniel (Elizabeth Harrell) LaRue of Rapid City, SD;
Great-grandchildren Mitchell and Audrey Schmett;
Natillie, Lucie, Korrie and William Mason; Coy
Nelson and Adilynn and Anderson Burke.

Visitation will be Sunday December 22nd from 4-6
p.m. at Kline Funeral Chapel.

Services will be at 2 p.m. on Monday, December
23rd at St. James Lutheran Church in Belle Fourche.
Following the service coffee and cookies will be
served at the church. Burial at Pine Slope Cemetery
will be at a later date. The family suggests memo-
rials to the Belle Estate and the Heartland Hospice,
1718 11th Avenue Belle Fourche, SD 57717

Pallbearers are great-grandsons Mitchell Schmett,
Coy Nelson, Anderson Burke and William Mason.

Honorary pallbearers are all nephews.

An online guest book and video tribute is available
at klinefuneralchapel.com

The funeral will be livestreamed and can be
viewed on Shirley’s obituary page at klinefuneral-
chapel.com

Kune FuneraL CHAPEL

Douglas Blair Engebretson 76

Douglas Blair Engebretson, 76, of Belle
Fourche died December 21, 2024 at his home
with his loving wife and daughter by his
side.

Doug was born January 11, 1948, to Otto
and Berniece (Ballou) Engebretson. He
grew up in Alzada, MT where he attended
grade school and then graduated high schoo
from Belle Fourche. For many years, in
North Dakota, he worked on the oil rigs.
After moving to Belle Fourche, he worked at Baroid
and IMC.

For 25 years he traveled 5 states where he sold books
to libraries. His interest in history saw him getting
articles published in True West, Frontier Times and
local publications. He was always willing to answer
questions about local history.

In 1982, his book, Empty Saddles, Forgotten Names
was published with a second printing in 1984 and then
again in 2006. At the time of his death, he was near-
ing the completion of his book on the first 50 years of
the Roundup.

In August 1978 he walked into the Belle Fourche
Public Library and met Pat Collins. They were mar-
ried in November and for the next 46 years they trav-
eled and welcomed grandchildren and great-grand-
children.

He loved the grands and great-grands.

He loved taking his own kids, grandkids,
and great grands to the fish hatchery in
Spearfish. Taking the 3 generations to the
fish hatchery was special to him.

He is survived by his wife Pat; daughter
Candace (Bert) Reynolds, Black Hawk;

i step-son Steven (Rae) Collins, Cham-
plin, MN; Grandchildren Caitlyn (Karl)

Vanderlugt, Jenna (Mike) Scott, Megan
Seieroe (Troy Jensen), Paige Patterson, Madelyn
Collins (Dakota Fossan), Ben Collins; and the great
grandchildren that brought him joy, Taiven, Layla,
Lilly, Harper, Briella Blair, Kelbie and Lainey; a
brother in Arizona and numerous cousins.

He was preceded in death by his parents and son,
Otto.

Services will be Saturday, January 4 at the Kline
Funeral Chapel from 2-4 pm, with a Prayer and
Eulogy at 3 pm.

Memorials can be made to Heartland Home Health
& Hospice (a big thank you to them for the care they
gave) and the Belle Fourche Public Library.

An online guest book and
video tribute is available at
klinefuneralchapel.com

KuLine FuNeraL CHAPEL
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Donna Rodlg 92

Donna Rodig, 92, currently of Sioux Falls and
longtime resident of Belle Fourche, SD passed
away on Saturday, December 21, 2024.

Funeral service will be 10:00 am Tuesday,

December 31 at Miller Funeral Home Down-
town, 507 S. Main Ave., Sioux Falls, SD with
burial at the South Dakota Veterans Cemetery i1
Sioux Falls, SD. B

The family will be present one hour prior to
the service to greet friends.

Donna Lou Kroger, daughter of Alfred Kroger
and Adeline Radke and stepfather, Harold Dodds, was
born June 10, 1932 near Gann Valley, SD. As a young
child, the family moved to Belle Fourche, SD. She
graduated from Belle Fourche High School in 1950.
She began working at First National Bank.

Donna was united in marriage with Robert Rodig
on November 6, 1955 in Belle Fourche, SD. They
were blessed with three children, Mark, Stacie and
Todd. She stayed home to raise the family until the
children got a little older. She then began working as
a teacher’s aide where she worked for many years. In
the summer season she and Robert helped manage the
Tastee Freeze Drive Inn in Belle Fourche. She also
had a few other jobs to keep her busy.

In the early 2000’s they moved to Sioux Falls and
brought Donna’s mother, Adeline with them to Sioux
Falls. Donna loved watching her children grow and

succeed and then watching her grandchil-
dren and their activities. Donna loved
Christmas and the baking of cookies and
candies. Each family would receive a pan
of caramel rolls for Christmas morning.

Donna was a woman of strong faith in
God and was inspired by daily prayer. She
_ really enjoyed sports and was a Denver
. | Broncos fan. She enjoyed professional

| sports and college sports. She also enjoyed

playing cards especially Bridge. She had
made a lot of friends in her card groups.

Grateful for having shared her life are her husband
of 69 years, Robert Rodig, Sioux Falls, SD; three
children, Dr. Mark (Rene) Rodig, Sioux Falls, SD,
Stacie (Derrick) Benjamin, Lancaster, CA, Todd
(Jane) Rodig, Yankton, SD; 9 grandchildren and
8 with one on the way, great grandchildren; Luke
(Anika) and their children, Brooks and Liam; Caleb;
Halie (Reece) and their children, Gage and Gus; Jer-
ral and her children, Julius and Anastasia; Samantha
and her children, Cloud and Cedar; Savannah; Katie
(Tanner) and new baby any day; Kylie; Morgan; and
many relatives and friends.

She was preced- "
ed in death by her [+ m
parents, Adeline and m lLl‘E@fmemi' Home
Harold Dodds. & on-site crematory
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“Christmas Day Feast Reflections”

Meg English

Christmas is a time of
feasting. I have had the good
fortune to enjoy Christmases in
various regions. Of course, all
Christmas traditions throughout
the course of one’s life will be
compared to one’s early expe-
riences.

For most of us who grew
up in somewhat rural agrarian
South Dakota, Christmas is
turkey, bronzed and roasted
golden in the oven in an antique
roasting pan. Maybe savory
ham in addition or instead of
turkey, or maybe wild venison,
duck, or goose would be the
centerstage.

My grandmother did not
enjoy cooking, but she did it
because that’s what grand-
mothers do, and the meal was
marvelous. Mashed potatoes,
sage stuffing, green bean
casserole, sweet potatoes with
marshmallows and brown
sugar, cornbread and sorghum
syrup. The table was set with
the antique chinaware, crys-
tal waterglasses and a white
linen tablecloth. Cranberry
relish always bore the shape
of a tin can. A rich, colorful

In France much attention is paid to presenta

red and green Jello salad was
an eye-catching fixture on the
table.

Presentation of food was im-
portant, as were the quality, va-
riety, and availability of dishes
served. But in my experience,
hearty nationalism typically
won the competition for most
important feature of holiday
celebrations.

On Christmas Eve my
grandmother paid tribute to
her proud Norwegian heritage.
Here’s where the lutefisk and
lefse memories begin. Lute-
fisk is cod soaked in lye for
preservation. Cod would have
been a plentiful fish in Norway,
so it makes sense that lutefisk
was a traditional staple among
Norwegian immigrants in the
1840s but it is not clear why
the tradition has persisted into
the present in parts of South
Dakota.

During Christmas season
in my childhood, Lutefisk was
available in the local grocery
stores, and was boiled in a
cheese cloth and placed on the
table on a white serving dish in
a white gelatinous lump. Lute-
fisk was barely palatable even
when stuffed inside a piece of
rolled up lefse smothered with
mashed potatoes and doused in
butter.

As I recall from my South
Dakota roots other families
enjoyed crown roast beef on
Christmas Eve, while still oth-
ers adhered to traditions such as
simple oyster stew.

In preparation for Christ-
mas, my grandmother, who
built a house with a small
kitchen because she didn’t like

prepared from the finest ingredients and beautifully displayed.

tion These are hand-made chocolates, carefully

Bryan from A1
more.”

Back in 2017 when plans
were being formulated to start
publication of the Beacon, this
editor, contacted friend Bryan
who he had worked with on
production of the “Marvin
Garrett Roughstock Series” for
television.

Research had shown that
most newspapers used Adobe
Creative Cloud’s InDesign and
lustrator for production.

We called Bryan and asked
if the knew anything about
Adobe.

He replied, “Some. Oc-
casionally an Audio or video
client will require print as well
and I’ve used it for those.”

For most of the next two
years Bryan donated his time to
start publication of this paper
and help train this editor and

others how to access and and
utilize the software required to
make the Beacon possible.
Karla issued a thank you
to all who attend the event to
show support and to contribute
some much needed assistance to
Bryan and and his wife Cathy.
Bryan is undergoing treat-
ment at Mayo that entails newly
researched chemotherapy and-
will return to Mayo in February
for continuation.

We shared this story in the
hope that you may be inspired
to help.

If you wish to contribute
you can send checks made out
to Bryan to the High Plains
Western Heritage Center at 825
Heritage Drive, Spearfish, SD
57783 or through Paypal on the
center’s website if preferred.

www.westernheritagecenter.
com

to spend a lot of time cooking,
would spend full days rolling
out balls of potato and flour
to make lefse. With potatoes
and sugar, she also fabricat-
ed huge patches of pink and
white Christmas candy. As

if that was not enough, she
managed to produce quanti-
ties of corn syrup/marshmal-
low popcorn balls with spiced
gumdrops. All of which she
gave to family and friends.

My husband was born and
raised in Ireland, so I soon be-
came a veteran of Irish Christ-
mases. In Ireland, Christmas
is not limited to a day or an
evening in Ireland, it lasts for
several days. Remember that
Ireland is quite far north and
at the winter solstice season
the days are even short er and
darker than they are in west-
ern South Dakota. The sun,
which rarely shines, clings
close to the southern hori-
zon during the brief daylight
hours. By the winter solstice
the Irish are desperate for
lights, food, festivity, compa-
ny, and a party atmosphere.

The day following Christ-
mas, December 26th is St.
Stephen’s Day, also a national
holiday and feast day. St.
Stephen was the famous first
martyr of Christianity, but
that’s not important. Rather,
St. Stephen’s Day festivities
seem to be a way to make the
holidays and festivities last
longer.

In Ireland, holiday feasts
reflect the presentation, quali-
ty, variety, availability of food
as they do in South Dakota,
but what seems more import-
ant is people, family, friends,
and earnest conversation.
Feasts in Ireland typically
involve alcohol, such as wine

Wed. December 25, 2024

or aperitifs with meals. Alcohol
is almost invariably included,
but never forced. Meals last
for hours and there are usually
many opportunities to com-
mune with others.

Now, as I have spent three
Christmases in France, I will
attempt to make at least some
summary French Christmas
feast observations. Here is the
south of France there is about
the same amount of light and
darkness as there is in western
South Dakota at this time of
year as we are close in lati-
tudes. Although not as dark as
the British Isles, people here
have an enormous appetite for
special food, colorful lights,
parties, and fellowship.

Presentation is quite
important. In fact, it may be
the most important aspect of
a holiday feast as it is with
everyday food. Chocolates,
pastries and other delicacies are
on artistically in shop windows.
Patisseries and chocolatiers are
common and the creation of
these beautiful cakes and con-
fections requires professional
training and licensure.

Of course, attention to
quality is very important in

France, However, visitors should
understand that although presen-
tation may rule, culinary habits
in France don’t overlook fru-
gality. The French know how to
dress food up. Even the common
langoustine, considerably cheaper
than lobster, can be made to look
appealing. However, visitors may
note that beauty is in the eyes of
the beholder.

For Christmas dinner this
year, we have been invited to a
Paclla and Langoustine Christ-
mas lunch. Presentation may be
important. The food may or not be
appealing, (see photo) but there
will be wine, fresh olives, bread,
cheese, and dessert. No one will
leave hungry. There will be con-
versation in French and English
and the meal will last most of the
afternoon. If the sun is shining,
which it does most days, we will
likely sit outside.

Incidentally, back to Christ-
mases past...my grandmother’s
ancient roasting pan remains in
my possession. It has survived
two major efforts to downsize all
that is unessential. Next week’s
topic: What’s left in the storage
unit and why do we keep super-
fluous items?

A photo Christmas dinner in southern France. The creature with
the threatening stare is a langoustine (a salt-water crustacean
much smaller than a lobster but a bit bigger than a crayfish). It
is perched atop a bed of paella, a rice with ‘what-ever’ meat and

vegetables are available.

——

Upcoming events,
for more information call:
605-892-2676

MERRY CHRISTMAS & Happy New Year!
Office hours may vary during the holiday week

Jan 1 - Art Exhibit 10AM @ The Bright Gallery
Jan 2 - 4 Tri State Museum closed for cleaning

2025 Chamber Events: Job Fair Jan 17, Annual Banquet
Feb 28, Casino Night March 22, Riverfest June 7, Ag Day
Sept TBD, Polar Express Dec TBD

Be sure to LIKE and FOLLOW us on social media for all the
information or visit our website

Poly Pipe
1”7,11/4"11/2”, & 2" in stock

12,000’ Rolls

WINNING COMBINATION WOODFORD IOWA

YARD HYDRANTS
Model Y34 & Y1

(IN STOCK)

WELLS PLUMBING
& SUPPLIES

605-892-2613 * 1700 5th Avenue

8-5 Monday-Friday
8-12 Saturday - Closed Sunday

Al Yard Hydrants include a 1/8" NPT drain hole in the valve body.
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SPORTS Wed. December 25, 2024

TI5 THE SERSON, *
FOR HAPPY
SMILES!
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Center of the Nation Tmplant Qlinie
19026 US Hwy 85 ¢ Belle Fourche, SD 57717
U LIN 1M 605-892-3603 | 800-611-8796 | NehlDental.com

NEHL
DENTAL

* ANNNw
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$499,000

$50,000

New Listing in Belle Fourche!
Beautiful 5-6 bedroom home,
2 fireplaces, 30x30 attached
garage and a 30x48 shop/garage
w/ loft. Sunroom w/ hottub,
over 4100 sq.ft. 2 lots with
a total of almost 1 acres.
Great views and great location.
Don't miss this gem of a property.

Located in a high- traffic
frontage near Belle Fourche.
Over 7 acres to have your
animals, build a home,
or have a business.

Very well maintained and nice
2 bed, 2 bath mobile home on a
rented lot in Belle Fourche. New
exterior paint, central air, great

place to live with low taxes.

Renee Bisgaard,
Broker/Owner

605-641-9242

608 5th Ave. #5
Belle Fourche, SD 57717
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‘We ‘Wish All Our Customers A “Very...
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Broncs Host Home Trian-
gular & Head to Madison

Kandi Tonsager
Special to the Beacon

Thursday, December 19th,
the Bronc wrestling teams host-
ed a triangular at home against
Custer and Lead-Deadwood.
The Broncs dualed Custer first
with a loss at 24 to 55 for the
boys and a win at 30 to 24 for
the girls.

The boys won over
Lead-Deadwood 48 to 23,
and the girls fell 21 to 36 to
Lead-Deadwood.

On Saturday, December 21st,
the Broncs took a limited num-
ber of wrestlers to Madison,
SD for a tournament.

For the boys Varsity team,
competitors were, Caden
Swaney at 106 pounds, Cooper
Conry at 113 pounds, Teedin
Humble at 120 pounds, Dylan
Park at 126 pounds, Garet
Huston at 132 pounds, Koby

Joselyn Shockey

Bowden at 138 pounds, Clif-
ford Torberson at 144 pounds,
Riley Dighton at 150 pounds,
Alex Norlin at 157 pounds,
Spencer Bush-Graslie at 175
pounds, and Oscar Garcia-Avi-
na at 190 pounds. Riley Digh-
ton earned a Sth place finish for
the Broncs

For the Lady Broncs, Kyra
Vandenberg took first place in
the 100 pound weight class,
Lia Mundt competed at 107
pounds, Birk Kraft competed
at 120 pounds, Aleyah Carbajal
competed at 126 pounds, Sofia
Gonzales competed at 138
pounds, Alexa Swaney placed
3rd at 145 pounds, Joselyn
Shockey placed 2nd at 152
pounds, and Alexa Alacron
placed 6th at 165 pounds.

The Bronc teams compete
next in Harding County on
Monday, December 30th.

o

Lia Mundt

Podium photos from Custer Tournamement

\
\

‘Merry Chrlstmas &Happy New Year

COWROYS 100!

FINE WESTERN WEAR

=
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HOURS:
Christmas Eve: 8:30 - 3:00 PM | Closed 12/25 and 12/26
New Years Eve Closing at 4:00 PM | Closed New Years Day

| BELIEVE: ARTS & INCARCERATION

X TOURING ART EXHIBITION o

NEW YEAR'S DAY | JANUARY 1, 2025, | 10:00 AM - 1:00 PM
GALLERY TALK BY ARIADNE (ARI) ALBRIGHT AT 11:00 AM

Belle Fourche defeats Philip 56 - 45

@-'I"'iuclwnhary Photos
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(L) Kaily Nowejewski takes flight; (R) Denali Larsen guards the bucket.
Hockenbary Photos

Bronc Cheerleaders
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Medicare CONTACT ME TODAY Jackson Dental
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Kerbi Bowden

= T 7 aSkiL 1=
advice you [ 2] Pt
, 35 5th Ave
can trUSt VA | Belle Fourche, SD

kbowden@fedts.com
Here to help you

with your Medicare
decisions.
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South Park Classes Make Reading Progress

South Park Elementary first graders, Miss Clark’s and practice.
is happy to congratulate second graders, Mr. Wat- These learners have
four classes for making the tier’s 3rd graders and Mrs.  worked diligently to im-
most progress on Lexia for Hostetter’s fourth graders.  prove their skills.
the month of Nov.ember. Pe)ﬂa.prowd?s 1nd1v1.du— Congrats and keep up e Rscndentalong e
The classes are Miss Hagg’s alized literacy instruction  the hard work!
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Lady Broncs embrace a joyful Mechling in a group hug.

BFRC Random Draw Volleyball Tourney Winner 2024
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Shawn Mechling recognized and being celebrated for 16 years
of dedicated service. Hockenbary Photos

PAIN & MOVEMENT | " “‘

—

—m  W.alp = i i ' e e .
Jade Burr, Nick Krecelic, Sarah Chapman, John Henderson, Stephani Krunkel, & Court-

511 National St. #101 605-723-0185 AN
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Show Up

The Belle Fourche Community Theater has an upcoming event Ifor their volunteers & participants: As an official start to a new Kear of theater, they will hold
their annual meeting on January 25th @ 1 PM at Venue 519 for all dt

who would like to find out more about community theater an

Variety Wed. December 25, 2024

by Belle LaVenue

e exciting upcoming season!

And don’t forget to add all the upcoming fine arts events to your calendars!

January 20: BFMS Band Concert @ the BF Rec Center Theater, 6:30 PM

January 25th: BFACT Annual Meeting @ 1 PM at Venue 519

Maybe YOU know what SHOW is UP next? Share your fine arts tidbits and upcoming events at bellelavenue@gmail.com.
I especially love the juicy backstage dish and green room gossip!
Mark your calendars, friends, so you don’t forget to Show Up!

Community Calendar

Belle Silver Lining
Lunch Program
Every day of the week
11:00 am — 1:00pm Belle Silver Lining Senior Center;
828 Kingsbury St 605-892-6285
Belle Silver Lining is open so come and enjoy a different
lunch menu everyday of the week.
$7 suggested donation.
Belle Silver Lining
Thrift Store
Closed Monday; Tuesday-Friday 10am-5pm; Saturday 10am-
4pm
Belle Silver Lining Senior Center 828 Kingsbury St.
605-892-6285
For your shopping pleasure.
Check with the staff if you have items to donate.
AA Meetings
Meetings are held on
Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturdays
at 8pm at 806 6th Ave, Belle Fourche.
Writer’s Group
Regular Meeting: Meeting will be Saturday, at 10 AM.
B F Public Library, 3rd Sat.as always.
Any and all writers are invited to attend.
Meals On Wheels
Program Ongoing
11:30am-12:30pm Monday through Friday
1500 Mill Street « 605-723-5036

SUBSCRIBE TO THE BEACON
$52/ Year-In Area
$105/0Out of delivery area

PO Box 576 Belle Fourche, SD 57717
www.bellefourchebeacon.com
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We endured some

% with highs in the teens
“ last week, but by the

weekend we ended

up in the 30s and 40s. We have

enough white stuff to prove that

it’s winter but much of it was able

to bid farewell to us in some areas

by Sunday.

Folks are in full swing right
now when it comes to shopping
for Christmas gifts, baking and
preparing for the holidays. Many
Christmas parties have been
happening and many Christmas
programs are winding down.

Meade 46-2, Faith School Dis-
trict, will begin their Christmas
vacation on Friday, December 20
with the last day of school being
Thursday, December 19. Sturgis
and Meade 46-1 Schools’ last
day being on Friday, December
20. They return from Christmas
break on January 6.

Elm Springs held their Christ-
mas program on Monday at the

Elm Springs Hall. Opal’s program

will be on Wednesday, December
18 while Central Meade Christ-
mas Program will be held at the
Community Center in Union
Center on Thursday, December
19. All programs take place from
6:00 - 7:00 pm. Students in the
rural schools will attend school
for a half day on Friday, Decem-
ber 20.

There have been a variety of
bugs and colds circulating, not
just in rural Meade but around

fairly cold temperatures

entral Meade County News

By Sandy Rhoden December 15, 2024

the Black Hills areas. Warnings
of RSV have been out and other
lung issues like bronchitis have
been floating around as well.
We have several family mem-
bers who are going through
some of these at this time.

There was a pot luck dinner
after church services and their
special guest was Will Graham’s
executive director. Allen’s
daughter shared a special
during the service where she
shared her beautiful singing
voice. The Church in Union
Center is exploring the possibil-
ity of a meeting night with Will
Graham, the grandson of Rev-
erend Billy Graham. There is
much to consider with trainings
and preparations weeks before
the main event so it wouldn't be
a task taken lightly.

As I write this, Christmas
Day is just 10 short days away.
This Christmas season is a great
time of year to give thanks
for Christ coming to earth to
take our place on the cross. It
is the one time that we are not
just celebrating one’s birth but
his death in order to fulfill the
gift that lasts through eternity.
As we reflect, because of this
gift we can all have hope and
we can all have a joy that can
endure even through the hard-
est of times. Currently there
is much illness, real struggles
with relationships, finances, and
challenges that we don’t know
that we can overcome. But we

The Best Christmas Pageant
Ever-the Musical

Toi Lyn Fllick
Special to the Beacon

Ah, the Christmas season. A
magical time of year filled with
love, compassion, and church
pageants. Magical that is, until
your pageant director breaks
aleg...and the new director
has never directed before...
and the worst children in the
entire town decide to join the
pageant! Therein lies the story
of The Best Christmas Pageant
Ever-the Musical.

Belle Fourche Area Com-
munity Theatre has produced
Christmas shows regularly since
A Seussified Christmas Carol in
2015.

This year’s production added
the fun and extra work of a
musical. Directors Rachel
Munce and Sharon Thompson
did a wonderful job creating
an enjoyable show rounded out

with entertaining characters,
lively songs, and simple, yet
effective sets.

The set pieces, though
sparse, were mobile and served
the show well, allowing for
quick scene changes that kept
the show moving. Tech crew
and actors were able to effi-
ciently move the audience from
church to home and portray the
solemnity of the Nativity when
the time came to do so. The set
also worked well to house the
pit band on stage.

The pit band was comprised
of: Stephanie Bussiere- piano,
Tymuthi Crittenden- guitar, Joe
Savery- drums, Carliec Reeves-
reeds, and Tace Hartman- bass.
The band was a wonderful
addition to the show and did a
delightful job of adding beauty
and flare to the production. The
songs were energetically sung

by the lively cast and kept toes
tapping throughout the perfor-
mance. Slowing things done
toward the end was On a Night
Like This beautifully done by
Kaeli Thompson as Imogene,
ably assisted by the rest of the
cast.

The cast obviously enjoyed
this opportunity to portray char-
acters that were a mix of young
and old, good and bad, calm and
over the top.

All the actors and actresses did
a wonderful job, and just when
one character seemed to stand
out, then another one would
suddenly draw attention. It was
delightful to see such a collec-
tion of enthusiastic thespians on
stage!

Congratulations Belle
Fourche Area Community The-
atre on a such a successful end
to a wonderful year of theatre!

The County

Betty Bruner
news@bellefourchebeacon.com

BELLE FOURCHE-It seems
that nearly everyone at the latest
Butte County Commission
meeting needed more finances
for their services.

The commissioners met in
regular session, Tuesday De-
cember 17, to discuss the needs
of the county.

Funeral Directors Brian Kline
and Mark Leverington proposed
an increase in Care of Poor Fu-
neral expenses. Kline said that
in 1994, the county spent $700
for cremation services and $900
for traditional funeral services.

In 2018, those allotments
were raised to $800 and $1000,
respectively. Kline and Le-
verington were asking that
the county raise those rates to
$2500 for cremation and $3000
for traditional services, plus the
county paying for the opening
and closing of a gravesite and
the cost of a vault. Although,
both funeral homes handle less
than five indigent funerals per
year, they would like to see the
amount raised to new levels.
The commissioners stated that
they would take it under advise-

has More Money Needs

ment when money is allocated
for those expenses in January
025.

Tom Brunner wanted the com-
missioners to consider the gov-
ernor’s new budget and what it
will mean to local county and
city governments.

The cuts at the state level will
affect what the counties do, he
said. He encouraged people to
keep an eye on what is happen-
ing at the state level.

The cost of a court appointed
attorney is possibly being raised
to $125 per hour plus mileage.
“This will significantly impact
the [county’s] budget,” said
Commission Chair James Ager.
According to SA LeEllen
McCartney, it is difficult to

get attorneys to handle court
appointed cases.
Commissioner Chad Erk added
that the mileage rate requested
was above state and federal
amounts.

Monthly rents for Health
Services and Court Services
buildings are scheduled to be
raised in January.

The rents will go from $700
to $1400 per month. Auditor

Annie Capp noted that she had
allowed in the new budget for

some raise in the rents, but not
to be doubled.

Ager wants the commissioners
to keep on searching for other

places.

The commissioners agreed,
but decided to sign the new
leases for now.

There were sewer problems
again in the County Adminis-
tration building with the sewer
backing up in the basement.
Capp suggested holding the
carpet replacement until the
problems are resolved.

A camera will be used to
check the line to search out any
hidden problems.

SA McCartney was recognized
for her years of serving the
county as State’s Attorney “with
dedication and compassion.”
She will be working part-time
for the time being.

A speed reduction on Redwater
was denied after some discus-
sion.

There will be a special com-
mission meeting December 30
at 9:30 a.m. to handle year-end
business.

sturgis

1238 Main Street
Sturgis, SD 57785

P: 605.702.8206
F: 605.702.9206

PAIN & MOVEMENT

SOLUTIONS

Belle Fourche

511 National
Belle Fourche, SD 57717

P: 605.723.0185
F: 605.723.0186

What Moves You?

painandmovementsolutions.com | facebook.com/PainandMovementSolutions

Rapid City

3064 Covington St. #104
Rapid City, SD 57703

P: 605.593.4471
F: 605.593.4472

have hope because of the one
who created each one of us. My
prayer for my readers this year
as that each of you finds joy in
the little blessings, an under-
standing of how important you
are to the Mighty one, and that
you seek and experience the
hand of God’s direction, healing
and moving in your life.

Have a very blessed and Merry
Christmas!
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DOWNTOWN BUSINESS DISTRICT
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@‘THE
DAKOTA SCOUT

= “The Scout at the State Capitol”

The Dakota Scout, a journal of South Dakota politics, government and culture that features jour-
nalism from veteran reporters Jonathan Ellis and Joe Sneve. Newsletters can be sent directly to your
nbox and you can receive the state’s top political podcast - The Scouting Report. Look it up today.

The Dakota Scout is a South Dakota owned, sourced and printed independent operation co-found-
ed by Ellis and Sneve. Together, they have more than 30 years of combined experience in South
Dakota journalism that have earned them reputations as dogged reporters who’ve not lost touch with
~ their neighbors’ sensibilities. Be in the Know!
Stay on top of what’s happening at the state Capitol in Pierre with breaking news, investigative
reporting and a constant drumbeat of information about the world around you.

114 S. Main Ave. Ste B-4 Sioux Falls, SD 57104 605-413-3177
www.thedakotascout.com

1
Jonathan Ellis & Joe Sneve

@‘ THE
DAKOTA SCOUT

Follow on Twitter @TheDakotaScout Follow on Facebook www.facebook.com/TheDakotaScout
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Lynn’'s'BellelFourche

Jameson
Irish
Whiskey

175L

Ole Smoky
Flavored Kéfakfk"
W";’_s-‘(i)lnileys Spiced Rum
750ml

Several Varieties

Windsor
Blended
Canadian
Whisky

750ml

A

& Bacardi Cw;:,zls(e
BACAR | White Rum 750ml
agmdens 1.75L .

Several Varieties

Prices effective 7am-9pm Seven Days a Week Next two weeks
Wednesday December 25" through Tuesday, January 7"

Anything Left in
the Barrel?

One of the
contribu-
tors at the
High Plains
Western Her-
itage Center
> fundraiser for
Bryan Leslie
was Doug
Hoff of
Spearfish. The Bison area Angus
cattle bred rancher turned author
now lives in Spearfish and donat-
ed the proceeds of his book sales
at the event

* * %

Although he left before I was
able to meet up with him, as he
and his wife Molly were preparing
to fly south to Arizona, we made
plans to get reacquainted in May
when he heads back North.

* *k *

First met them in 1979 at a polit-

ical meeting 1n Bison.
&

COWBOYS il

ROPES

Black Hills Vision Care
"Keeping Your Future in Focus”

Optometrist
Dr. Heidi Nash Steve Jewett

‘ Opticians
December White

118 5th Avenue Belle Fourche, SD 57717
N Phone: 605.892.2802
bcrepair2@rushmore.com

Josh Bunney, Manager

€ Llove-Aninals €9
Contact Sally

(307) 680-3541
jadweekal@gmail.com

For house & animal sitting services!
Belle Fourche, Spearfish and Surrounding Area

e

DULT LEAGUE
OLLEVBALL

COED & WOMEN'S
xS DIVISIONS

605-892-2467
www.bellefourcherec.com

R0SSR0AD

ALL AMERICANMDINER & GRILLE

UNBEATABLE SUNDAY BRUNCH ‘CHEF'S” DAILY LUNCH SPECIAL
605-892-2270 - Jct. 212/85Part of the Conoco MidAmerica Travel Plaza

FAMILY FRIENDLY
FINE DINING
ANYTIME!

Frontier Glass of Belle

Auto ® Home ® Commercial

Roger McNary

Owner/Operator
19048 Hwy 85
PO Box 877
Belle Fourche, SD 57717

1-800-292-2052
605-892-2052

e Sprinkler Turn Ons,
Blowouts, Repair and Installs
* Mowing ¢ Spraying
* Small Landscaping
* Snow Removal and More

Office

ggtlawnservice@yahoo.com
P.O. Box 327, Belle Fourche, SD

Serving Belle Fourche and the surrounding area for over 15 years.

(605) 210-1162

email: alank@kw.com

kv

KELLERWILLIAMS

501 Grant Street Belle Fourche, SD
Licensed in SD & WY

Alan Kindsfater
Broker Associate https://www.bhhomeandland.com

_&AKOTA HO E

RANCH REAL ESTATE. LLC

FRED WILSON

Broker / SD. & Wvommg
605.645.1314 '
FWILbON(c@DAKOTAHRFCOI\&

Shop Services include:
300 Ton Press Brake, 5ft Roll to make
pipe, Angle Iron Roll, Tubular Roller, and a
CNC Plasma Table

EZ Fabrication offers a wide range of services:
Agriculture Repairs
Fabrication of Industrial Parts
Installation of various Plant Equipment
Retail Steel Dealer
Stainless Steel, Aluminum, and Cast Brazing
Mobile Welding

% efe b
ff?bg.’

FABRICATIO
& WELDING

221 Industrial St « Belle Fourche, SD 57717
Email: scott@ezfabricationandwelding.com
jennifer@ezfabricationandwelding.com

Contact Scott Huber / Owner
(605) 892-2220

NOTICE OF VACANCY

POSITION:
Accounts Payable/Bookkeeper (12 month position)

PLEASE DIRECT ANY QUESTIONS TO:
Susan Proefrock, Business Manager
(605) 723-3355 ext. 4

QUALIFICATIONS: REQUIRED:

As per Job Description. Above average skills in
record keeping. Excellent organizational skills.
Maintain confidentiality. Ability to assume
responsibilities without direct supervision.

SALARY RANGE:

Wage depending on experience and salary schedule.
BENEFITS AVAILABLE:

Health, vacation leave and sick leave.
APPLICATION TO INCLUDE:

District Application Resume Application

DEADLINE:
Open until filled.

APPLICATION MAY BE RECEIVED FROM:
ROBIN WAGGENER, Administrative Assistant
Belle Fourche School District
2305 13th Avenue | Belle Fourche, SD 57717
(605) 723-3355 ext. 1 | robin.waggener@k12.sd.us

The Belle Fourche School District is an Equal Opportunity Employer

SUBSCRIBE TO THE BEACON
$52/ Year-In Area

PO Box 576 Belle Fourche, SD 57717

www.bellefourchebeacon.com

Address
City State, Zip
Phone Number

Email
L1 1 Year Beacon PO Permit Area $52 [11 Year online - $52

[ Mail Delivery Outside Beacon PO Permit - S105 (dort curenty receive)
P.O. Box 576 Belle Fourche, SD 57717 (605) 645-2193
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girls & boys
From A1 MS Choir

DuBray, Sasha Dunn, Daniel
Eddy, Aurora Elk Nation, Ethan
Fowler, Chasity Hawk Wing,
Jayden Hodge, Charlie Huston,
Audry Jeitz, Jessa Johnson,
Carli Knuteson, Tate Krul,
Jacquelyn Lafontaine, Jusarra
Lawson, Baylee Lucero, Grady
Martin, Parker Martin, Raya
Meemken, Ruth Moore, Jacey
Nash, Elizabeth Nikodym, Alay-
na Norlin, Lilly O’Grady, Ivy
Olson, Austin Ramirez, Malaya
Rodriquez, Monica Rosenland,
Sierra Saivong, Adalyn Savery,
Sawyer Stone, Amelia Strick-
land, Wyatt Stumpf, Addison
Towndrow, Analie Wilen, Blake
Willert, & Elsie Wood.

The 7th grade sang: You re
a Mean One, Mr. Grinch,Once
Upon A December, Believe, &
“Tws the Night Before Christ-
mas.

7th Grade Choir: Elijah
Beatson,Kylie Bidwell, Lil
Broderson, Piper Curran, Echo
Dahn, Lauren Dalton, Gemma
Daniels, Claire Danko, Piper
Davis, Bradly Dreiske, Lauralee
Dreiske, Layla Drieling, Isabella
Evans, McKenna Freed, Samuel
Goodvin, Becca Hendrickson,
Alexandra Huber, Adeline Hum-
bracht, Iver Jensen, Hayden
Kidd, Malakai Limpert, Grace
Long, Addison Lutter, Cole
Mailloux, Hunter McKay;, irie
McQueen, Charlie Merjil,
Kimber Mez, Payton Millett,
Blaine Moke, Teresa Moran,
Berklee Nore, Zander Oliver,
Ember Olson, Cade Pearson,
Devyn Perschbacher, Benjamin
Raba, [zaiah Ramos-Runyan,
Elsie Roberts, Renae Rosen-
lund, Hope Sinkey, Casey
Strickland, Leah Tanninen,
Titus Thompson, Lochlin Tibbs,
Lola Tyler, Elysa Wilen, Rakel
Wilen, Gracelynn Williams,
Allyson Williamson, & Brennan
Williamson.

The 8th grade performed:
Jingle-Belle Rock, Scenes of
Winter, When Christmas Comes
to Town, & Sweet Silent Night.

8th Grade Choir: Alexis
Allart, Shevi Bennett, Kaylynn
Bohm, Fara Bricker, Gracie
Corbett, Andrew Coyle, Oaklee
Curtis,Cheyenne Dallennbach,
Delilah Daniels, Kasey Dobesh,
Wallace Eddy, Nathan Erhart,
Kylie Frisbie, Kimber Gabert,
Owen Hatling, Kynlee Hender-
son, Mackenzie Huston, Ariel
Jones, Marley Judd, Sadee Keil,
Rhyan Knapp, Cora Kokinos,
Braylee Kramp, Ellie Kukuch-
ka, Rose LaFayette, Danielle
Llewellyn, Aubrey Long,
Sophie Maley, Elizabeth Moore,
Lia Mundt, Ashtyn Norlin,
Autymn Oakes, Hope Ogaard,
Silas Pesika, Neeko Piekkola,
Raina Reder, Payton Richas-
rdson, Jaylea Scoggin, Layna
Sinkey, Mariah Tanninen, Mor-
gan Tate, Brystel Tucker, Jaxsen
Tysdal, Madisyn VanSickle, &
Jaidyn Way.

The choirs were accompanied
on the piano by Ms. Lucy Cole.

Beacon Wed. December 25, 2024

CROSS .‘? OAD

COMFORTABLE CASINO AREA!
EXPANDED SUNDAY BRUNCH
“CHEF'S” DAILY LUNCH SPECIAL
NOW BOOKING PARTIES!
DOOR DASH AVA/LABLE
B892-2270 - 16 N 5th Ave., Belle Fourche Jct. 212/85 Part of the Conoco MidAmerica Travel Plaza

Edward Jones

| 7

FARM BUREAU
FINANCIAL SERVICES

Shannon L. Rolando
Financial Advisor

Registered Representative

2111 5th Ave Belle Fourche, SD 57717
(605) 892-2120

1407 5th Avenue
Belle Fourche, SD 57717
Bus. 605-569-7979 - Fax 855-221-2509

shannon.rolando@edwardjones.com
edwardjones.com/shannon-rolando
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Ms. Lucy Cole & Piano Students pose for a grou photo foIIowingtheir Christmas Recital.

Beacon Photo

Lucy Cole’s 2024 piano
student Christmas Recital was
held December 19th at the Saint
James Lutheran Church, Thurs-
day December, 19th.

Sixteen students performed a
litany of Holiday favorites.

Mariah Todd ‘Deck the
Halls’; Birdie Conklin
‘O Come, All Ye Fathful’;

Sadie Jackson ‘Angels We Have
Heard on High’; Tobias Madill
‘Joy to the World’; Thomas Ma-
dill ‘O Come, O Come Emman-
uel’; Hope Willert ‘Reindeer

Lucy Cole Student’s
Christmas Piano Recital

Rock’ Blake Willert ‘O Christ-
mas Tree’; Taygen Hughes
‘Away in the Manger’; Aubyn
Hartman ‘Rockin’ Around the
Christmas Tree’; Brux Hartman
‘God Rest Ye Merry Gentle-
men’; Anah Jones ‘What Child
Is This’; Jessica Baldwin ‘The
First Noel’; Taylor Reinecke
‘Silent Night’; Ellie Kukuch-
ka ‘It Came Upon a Midnight
Clear’; Logan Willert ‘Pat-
a-Pan’; and Veronica Moore
‘Mary Did You Know?’

(e

—

S05-892-2613
1700 5th Avenue

WELLS PL.UOUMBING
& SUPPLIES

8-5 Monday-Friday
8-12 Saturday
Closed Sunday
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PHONES: 1-800-249-1995 » 605-642-2200 - FAX 605-642-7628

Our Internet Address: www.stongelivestock.com E-mail: stonge@rushmore.com

Justin Tupper ~ Cattle Yards Manager
605-680-0259
Brooke Tupper ~ Office Mgr. 605-642-2200
Doug Dietterle ~ Auctioneer 605-788-2963

605-641-0328

Ray Pepin ~ Fieldman: 605-892-5072
Tyler Escott ~ Fieldman: 406-853-5690
Scott Crowser ~ Fieldman: 605-645-2654

We appreciate your business. Call any one of us any time if you have stock to sell. We are glad to come to your ranch.

Randy Searer ~ Auctioneer 406-480-1974
Tim Tetrault ~ Fieldman: 605-642-9792 «

Casey Humble ~ Fieldman: 605-490-9829
Kelly Baker ~ Fieldman: 605-569-3007
JL Driskill ~ Fieldman: 307-660-5422

ST. ONGE LIVESTOCK Now Broadcasts our Sales live on the internet at WWW.CATTLEUSA.COM

Cattle Report - Friday, December 20, 2024

2500 hd for the final sale of 2024

Jochim, Mark, Belle Fourche SD
Kammerer, Jake, Rapid City SD

$123.00
. $180.00

House full of buyers for bred cows
Thank you for another wonderful year!
Merry Christmas & Happy New Year from the St. Onge Livestock Crew

Next sale - Jan. 3 - Feeder Cattle Special - Selling all classes of cattle
-9 AM Weighups, 12 Noon Feeder Cattle followed by Bred Cows
Tank you for marketing with St Onge Livestock!

Bred Cows - Sold by the head
Wolf Ranch, Hulett WY.

Wolf Ranch, Hulett WY..
Whalen Ranch, Aladdin WY
Whalen Ranch, Aladdin WY
Whalen Ranch, Aladdin WY
Y Cross Ranch Lic, Hulett WY ..
Y Cross Ranch Lic, Hulett WY ..

Skiles, Sam, Kaycee WY

Knuppe, Casey, New Underwood SD.......
Knuppe, Casey, New Underwood SD........ 1 ..
Kretschman, Kale, Gillette WY...........c.cc.....
Powder River Land & Cattle, Recluse WY. 1.
Garza, Devin, Sundance WY
Reindl, Kevin, Custer SD .
Robinson Livestock, Mark, Lemmon SD....7 .......... BR....Hirt
Robinson Livestock, Mark, Lemmon SD.... 1..........

Rrf Revocable Lifetime Trust, Weston WY. 1 ..
Rrf Revocable Lifetime Trust, Weston WY. 1.
Shannon, Randy, Broadus MT
Shannon, Randy, Broadus MT
Shannon, Tyrel, Broadus MT

Sleep Ranch Lic, Spearfish SD....
Sleep Ranch Lic, Spearfish SD...

1
2.
2
1
1

1

. $12650
.$12250
. $137.50
.$121.00
rsrnie $182.50
1490....... $123.00
987 ..ovri $165.00
. $145.00
. $197.50
. $155.00
. $169.00
$145.00
$192.50
. $160.00
. $145.00
. $128.00

Y Cross Ranch Lic, Hulett WY
Y Cross Ranch Lic, Hulett WY
Y Cross Ranch Lic, Hulett WY ..
Y Cross Ranch Lic, Hulett WY ..
Walker Livestock, Ekalaka MT..
Walker Livestock, Ekalaka MT..
Walker Livestock, Ekalaka MT ..
Duprel, Allen M, Sturgis SD .
Edwards, Marty, Gillette WY
Elgin, Ted[ Biddle MT..........
Gay Ranch Inc, Broadus MT.
Gay Ranch Inc, Broadus MT.
Green Leaf Land & Livestock, Forsyth MT 25
Hinkhouse, Paul & Judy , Nisland SD......... 39
Hinkhouse, Paul & Judy , Nisland SD
Knutson, Dale, Vale SD
Knutson, Dale, Vale SD...
Knutson, Dale, Vale SD...
Millers Crow Creek Ranch, Spe .
0 Connor Land & Livestock, Plevna MT.... 70
Peterson, Scott, Belle Fourche SD

$2,450.00
$2,210.00
... $2,625.00
... $2,650.00
... $2,325.00
... $2,600.00
... $2,850.00
... $2,250.00
... $2,185.00
... $2,675.00

Peterson, Scott, Belle Fourche SD ... $2,735.00
Ryan Xz Ranch Lic, Aladdin WY .. ... $3,000.00
Ryan Xz Ranch Lic, Aladdin WY ................ ... $2,900.00

Shortgrass & Company, Belle Fourche SD 13 ... $2,675.00

Shortgrass & Company, Belle Fourche SD22 $2,850.00
Weigh Up Cows

Bachand, Benny R, Sturgis SD I Bld.....Cow.....1410........... $120.00
Barett, Thomas, Caputa SD — Bk.....Hft.......990..... $233.00
Barett, Thomas, Caputa SD [ Bk.....Cow......1775 $121.50
Boland, Tami J, Ekalaka MT 2 .
Busenitz, Wesley & Andrea, Osage WY ....2

Clark, Brent, Volborg MT
Clark, Brent, Volborg MT.
Clark, Brent, Volborg MT......
Colgan, Tom & Cathy, Herm
Colgan, Tom & Cathy, Hermosa SD ..
Colgan, Tom & Cathy, Hermosa SD...
Colgan, Tom & Cathy, Hemosa SD............
Dell, Jeff, Nisland SD ..........ccovvevvrsvrrsssren
Dell, Jeff, Nisland SD
Duprel, Allen M, Sturgis SD .
Duprel, Allen M, Sturgis SD .
Duprel, Allen M, Sturgis SD .
Eb Ranch, Broadus MT .
Eb Ranch, Broadus MT ..
Eb Ranch, Broadus MT .
Eb Ranch, Broadus MT .
Eb Ranch, Broadus MT
Erickson/Amy Stiwell, Kelly, Kadoka SD....
Erickson/Amy Stiwell, Kelly, Kadoka SD....
Fruit, Tracy, Broadus MT.
Fruit, Tracy, Broadus MT ......
Geier Family Trust, Osage WY .
Geier Family Trust, Osage WY .
Ginsbach, Julie, Newell SD .
Ginsbach, Julie, Newell SD
Graham Mt Ranch Inc, Broadus MT.........
Grubbs i, Dallas, Upton WY
Heart Tail Ranch, Belle Fourche SD..
Heart Tail Ranch, Belle Fourche SD..
Heart Tail Ranch, Belle Fourche SD..
Heart Tail Ranch, Belle Fourche SD..
Hefner Ranch Lic, Whitewood SD
Hefner Ranch Lic, Whitewood SD
Hefner Ranch Lic, Whitewood SD
Hoffman, Matt Or Jana, St Onge SD. .
Janvrin Jr, Clair C, Ludiow SD...........ccoe. — Bk......Hft........965 ............
Janvrin Jr, Clair C, Ludlow SD 2

Jochim, Mark, Belle Fourche SD...
Jochim, Mark, Belle Fourche SD...........

Sleep Ranch Lic, Spearfish SD.... 10 . $124.00
Sleep Ranch Lic, Spearfish SD... . $12150
Smiley, Paul, Kadoka SD . $187.50
Stolhammer, Lucas/Melinda, Newcastle WY 1 .. . $236.00

Tefrautt, Tim Or Roxie, St Onge SD............
Tetrault, Tim Or Roxie, St Onge SD...
Traub, Evan, Broadus MT........
Walker, Travis, Ekalaka MT .....
Walker, Travis, Ekalaka MT .....
Walker, Travis, Ekalaka MT
Wilson, Chad, Broadus MT .....
Y Cross Ranch Lic, Hulett WY
Y Cross Ranch Lic, Hulett WY
Y Cross Ranch Lc, Hulett WY .....
Weigh Up Bulls

. $180.00
. $129.00
. $120.00
. $154.00
. $14850
. $120.50
. $12050
. $142.50
. $130.00
$122.00

SN2 2O ON - =

Kammerer, Matt Or April, Rapid City SD ....
Kammerer, Matt Or April, Rapid City SD ....

Bul.......1760.......... $143.00
Bul........1360.......... $137.50

Brownfield Ranch Inc, Hammond MT ........ 1...... $135.00
Clark, Brent, Volborg MT.........cooeoeesersne 1 . $150.00
Coal Creek Ranch Lic, Gillette WY. 1. e $145.00
Dikoff, Roger Or Elizabeth, Hermosa SD... 1 .......... Bk......Bul....... 1880. . $155.00
Fruit, Tracy, Broadus MT 2. Bull.......1897........... $150.00
Fruit, Tracy, Broadus MT 1. Bull........1660. . $144.00
Geier Family Trust, Osage WY 1. Bul........1330.......... $134.50
Janvrin Jr, Clair C, Ludlow SD 1. Bull........1885. . $140.00

1

1

2

Phelps, Wyatt, Plevna MT Bul........1007 .......... $205.00

Rahja, Bob, Whitewood SD. 1. Bull......2515.......... $135.00

Rowles, Ed, Pavilion WY 1. Bull......1720.......... $142.00
1

Wagner, David, Hulett WY ..........ccoucvsevre
Whitman, Trav, Ekalaka MT. 1

..Bul.......2050.......... $161.00

Bull........1750........... $143.00

The staff & management at
St Onge Livestock & Newell Sheep Yards
Would like to thank all our
customers € buyers for your business in

2024.

We wish you all a
Very Merry Christmas &
Happy New Year!
See you all in 2025!

St. Onge Livestock o PERZ %
We are reps for § )
SUPERIOR LIVESTOCK AUCTION =

Video Auction Time is Coming up very, quickly -

If you are considering filming your Calves or Yearlings for Fall Delivery

Contact Us For Your Video Marketing Needs

NEWELL SHIEEP YARDS

1-800-409-4149 » 605-456-2348
FAX: 605-456-2436
Barney Barnes Sheep Yards Fieldman : Gilbert Wood
Mgr. - 605-641-2333 605-456-2400

. 605-641-7100
Auctioneer: Cody Tupper
605-569-3589 Fieldman : Dustin Vining
605-354-9966

Sheep Report - Thursday, December 19, 2024

Mostly smaller packages for lambs today & sold on a lower market
Slaughter ewes sold steady

Thank you for another wonderful year!

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year from the St. Onge Livestock Crew

No Sale January 2

Next sale - Jan. 9 - Feeder Lamb Special - Selling all classes of sheep and goats
Animals should be here by 10 AM so they can be weighed before the sale
Thank you for your business!

Feeder Lambs

Erickson Family Trust, Froid MT 16....Lamb 76...... $226.00
Erickson Family Trust, Froid MT 52...Lamb 97..... $169.00
Jay, Leon, Hulett WY 21..Lamb 75...... $222.00
Jay, Leon, Hulett WY 18...Lamb 101.... $161.00
Arledge Livestock Co Lic, Robert Lee TX 11....Lamb 84..... $199.00
Kramer, Reed, Towner ND 19...Lamb 69...... $235.00
Kramer, Reed, Towner ND 10...Lamb 54......$232.00

Slaughter Ewes
Ballou Angus, Hulett WY

Ballou Angus, Hulett WY .. 14.. . KEwe. .. 134 ... $75.00
Ewe.s.a. Farms, Circle MT .... 15...KEwe.......... 181 ... $84.00
Ewe.s.a. Farms, Circle MT .... 4. KEwe......150... $84.00
Ewe.s.a. Fams, Circle MT ... 29...KEWe ..o 147 ...... $75.00
Kramer, Reed, Towner ND..... 12..KEwe........ 161 ..... $84.00
Kramer, Reed, TownerND.......... 24..KEwe........138.... $75.00
Mart Madsen Sheep Co, Douglas WY e KEWE i 133 $75.00
Shaykett, Alan, Nisland SD.........cccevevrersesersrsirss 12 e KEWE v 195 .. $84.00
Wiaterland, Chuck, Alzada MT.... e $84.00
Waterland, Chuck, Alzada MT.........cccccccccrnsiccn 31 . KEWE................ 165 ... $84.00
Slaughter Bucks

Lauing, Denny & Dorris, Sturgis SD 8......Kbuck 247...... $75.00

2025 SHEEP SALES

January 2nd - No Sale

January 9th - Feeder Lamb Special - Selling All Classes Of Sheep & Goats
January 16th - Regular Sale - Selling All Classes Of Sheep & Goats

January 23rd - Feeder Lamb Special - Selling All Classes Of Sheep & Goats
January 30th - Bred Ewe Special - Selling All Classes Of Sheep & Goats
February 6th - No Sale - Check Out Sheep Day At The Black Hills Stock Show
February 13th - Regular Sale - Selling All Classes Of Sheep & Goats
February 20th - Bred Ewe Special - Selling All Classes Of Sheep & Goats
February 27th - Regular Sale - Selling All Classes Of Sheep & Goats

Attention to all Sheep & Goat Producers, itis required that every Male & Female animal over the age
of 12 months have a scrapies tag in place to sell. These tags can be oBTained by the producer
for FREE by calling 1-866-873-2824. f they come to the sale barn without being tagged, you wil

be charged $4fhd for our vet o do them. Please call us if you have any questions.

St Onge Livestock has a receiving station for the Gillette Area every Thursday. Itis on Northern
Drive in Gillette. Call Doug Miller at 307-660-0960 to let him know what is coming. You can
unload all day every Thursday until 3 pm. You pay receiving station fee of $3 per head
& $2.50/cwt for trucking. You can also call Justin Tupper at 605-680-0259 & he can let them

know your cattle are coming also.

THE BROADUS RECEIVING STATION IS TAKING CATTLE EVERY THURSDAY FOR OUR
SALES ON FRIDAY. You can drop your cattle off every Thursday by 3pm. You pay receiving
station fee of $3 per head & $2.50/cwt for trucking. For more information, call Tyler or

Brandy Escott at 406-421-5579 or 406-951-1666 or Justin Tupper at 605-680-0259.

2025 CATTLE SALES

January 3rd - Feeder Cattle Special - Selling All Classes Of Cattle

January 10th - Bred Heifer & Cow Special - Selling All Classes Of Cattle

January 17th - Feeder Cattle & Replacement Hfr Special - Selling All Classes Of
Cattle

January 24th - Bred Heifer & Cow Special - Selling All Classes Of Cattle

January 31st- Feeder Cattle & Replacement Hfr Special - Selling All Classes Of
Cattle

February 7th - No Sale - Visit The Black Hills Stock Show

February 14th - Feeder Cattle & Replacement Hfr Special - Selling All Classes Of
Cattle

February 21st - Bred Heifer & Cow Special - Selling All Classes Of Cattle

February 28th - Feeder Cattle & Replacement Hfr Special - Selling All Classes Of
Cattle

March 7th - Bred Heifer & Cow Special - Selling All Classes Of Cattle

March 14th - Feeder Cattle & Replacement Hfr Special - Selling All Classes Of Cattle

March 21st - Bred Heifer & Cow Special - Selling Al Classes Of Cattle

March 28th - Feeder Cattle & Replacement Hfr Special - Selling All Classes Of Cattle

April 4th - Bred Heifer & Cow Special - Selling All Classes Of Cattle

April 11th - Feeder Cattle & Replacement Hfr Special - Selling All Classes Of Cattle

April 18th - Pair & Bred Cow Special - Selling All Classes Of Cattle

April 25th - Feeder Cattle & Replacement Hfr Special - Selling All Classes Of Cattle=

ROSSR0AD

Unbeatable Sunday Brunch
“Chef’s” Daily Lunch Special
Family Friendly Fine Dining

WELLS PLUMBING

& SUPPLIES

Call: 605-645-7484 or 605-645-7571

ALFALFA HAY
RUGESA

APPROX. 850# 3X3X8 SQUARES

Anytimel 8-5 Mondav-Frid
L TRERGATIETS T poorash meatabior | | 6058922613 53 4er fid
16 N 5th Ave. Belle Fourche Jct. 212/85 Part of the Conoco MidAmerica Travel Plaza 1700 5th Avenue Closed Sunday

Craftsman

WEATHER HAT CO.

Custom and Handcrafted Hats

Jack Scholl

EST. 1912

(605) 645 - 1654
519 Grant St. Belle Fourche
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11363 US Hwy 212 - Belle Fourche, SD 57717
605-892-2230

New Kubota SVL65-2

sai750M oo 21500 uIIo00

$920/mo (WAC, taxes not incl.)
4 years of warranty

Email: mickart@mickharrison.com
www.MickHarrison.com
Mailing Address:

Mick Harrison Paintings
PO Box 457 Belle Fourche, SD 57717

Mick B. Harris’qn's
Attists _/license

and other wonderments,

The Bridge Club

: Buffalo

MERRY CHRISTMAS!

One of my RANCH SUPPLY

‘prairie pail?tings ’,
15205 Kennebes, 0 | MGUOTHINGIEITACKIS ALEE
forithe of
atiBuffalelRan'chiSupply;

Capitol News December 22, 2024

“A Visit from a Saint”
by Karen Evans Odell

Open: Monday - Friday 7:30am-6pm
307 US HWY 85 . Buffalo, SD 57720 - 605-375-3767
www.buffaloranchsupply.com

“Twas the night before Christmas on Tie Creek and Capitol.
The blizzard was blowing. It was thirty below.
Our cellars were filled with bountiful glass jars

of freeze dried and canned foods, and things from bazaars.
Our stockings were on in a layer or two,

In hopes that our toes didn’t all turn bright blue,
And Grandma had on her special lined pants

She won’t take off ‘till she sees new green plants.
While Grandpa sat huddled two feet from the heater,
Refusing to look at the temperature meter.

When what to their wondrous eyes should appear,
But the outline outside of a hazy, open John Deere.
With a huddled down driver frozen cold to the quick,
And they knew right away that he wasn’t St. Nick.
The deep freeze outside had not stopped the door bell.
Upon opening, they judged it slightly colder than hell.
They slammed the door tight against the cold wind.
Then began to unwrapped whoever came in.

They unwound a muffler about 10 feet long.
Somewhere inside came a voice and a song.

They sat this man down to remove his muck boots,

To make sure he wasn’t frozen, clear to the roots.

His feet were still there, and so was his nose,

So they moved up and down the ends of his toes.

His cheeks were like roses; his nose like a cherry.
Long icicles from mustache to chin that was hairy.
He pulled out a pack he had inside his clothes.

WENGER

Sales / Installation / Service / Residential / Commercial
Need a new door? Old door need repair? Call:

s 605-569-2397  romen

* 25+ years experience
* Now serving the Northern Black Hills
* Flatwork * Walls * Additions

* Mini Excavator Work
www.nadigconcrete.com

He opened it up, and then wiping his nose.

His eyes just twinkled when he finally could say,
“Mom was worried that you might be baking today,
And she wanted to make sure it was not too late, _
So she sent me on down to return your pie plate.” -\* -

Warren Carpentry & Painting

Greg Warren

!l '*\ . . 2121 Frannie Circle

’ 4 Belle Fourche, SD 57717
S (605) 830-1193

<9 | | g 3 ‘\’ Licensed & Insured

e \.,‘,,.'»"J' I ,‘W " {
SINCE 1931 " /v ‘
== (el QE L

Lueders proudly carries Dimock Cheese products.

Dimock Cheese is located just 15 minutes south of Mitchell
on Hwy 37, in Dimock, South Dakota. They have been making
quality cheese since 1931. Their milk is produced locally by
small dairy farmers. They take pride in making quality cheese
by hand, the old fashioned way.

Dimock Cheese is the oldest cheese plant in South Dakota.
Since opening the doors in 1931, Dimock Cheese has contin-
ued to make handcrafted artisan cheese. They use only the
best ingredients available and take no shortcuts. The company
takes great pride and care in producing premium quality
cheese for their customers.

AUER CONTRACTING LLC.

TAKING CARE OF PEOPLE SINCE 2020

Experienced in remodels, roofing, decks,

windows, siding, handyman projects,
hail/storm repair, local, and professional service.
We answer the calls when others don't.
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WELLS PLUMBING
& SUPPLIES

605-892-2613 8-5 Monday-Fnday

8-12 Saturd
1700 5th Avenue Closed Sunday

We still have Watts
XtraFlo Top Entry
Valves on hand,
and have added
a new line of
Topaz High Flow
Valves!
Pressure ranges
5psi-100 psi &
4psi-175psi

Wells employee
Andrew Jackson
shows valves
Wellsplumbingsupply@rushmore.com

“Looking Back in Belle” Sponsored by:

) Pioneer Bank & Trust

700 State Strest |

Belle Fourche

(605) 892-2536

Local.

Looking Back in Belle

Looking Back In Bell

from the Tri-State Museum.

-- These articles come from newpaper microfilm from the Belle
Fourche Public library, using a new microfilm reader and printer. The photographs are

Barb Uhrig and her Wool Art

Barb Uhrig a self taught art-
ist and shepherd lives with her
husband John east of Newell.

Barb raises purebred
Cheviot sheep which she sorts,
vaccinates and shears with
blades. She has been involved

with sheep for approx 45 years.

Barb was on the Newell ram
show committee for 10 years
and started the Fleece show
there. 15 years ago.

Barb started the Art in the
Barn Fleece and Fiber Festival
to keep the youth involved in

the sheep industry by showing
their sheep and wool. She has
been involved with the Make it
Yourself with Wool competition
by needlefelting various pieces
for competition and the auction.
Barb loves promoting sheep and
wool and showing what can be
done.

For 2 years Barb designed
and made 2 7ft Christmas trees
for the festival of trees. Both
were made up of needlefelted
reindeer, bears and santas.

The santas all have wool off

by Mary Buchholz

of my sheep for beards. She
makes mittens out of recycled
wool sweaters, promoting
the use of fleece by teaching
the public how to use their
own fleece to make felted
mitten,soap,wallhangings etc.
Barb blade shears her sheep
and spins or felt their wool.

She loves her sheep so
promoting sheep and wool
comes easy.

Light & Medium

John M. Tracy

Tow:ng&l?ecouery 605.641.5194

Fax 605.723.0067

24 HOUR

Jump Starts

Roadside Assistance

Locl(outs

CANDLES AND MIRRORS #12
By DeAnn Kruempel

“Nothing But the Best”

It resembled a
chubby bear, one that
you could imagine
if you stared up at a
poofy cloud. Though
far from round,
Mom said it would
work. She placed
her smallest pie tin
just next to the huge
floury board we used
for rolling. I plunked
down the heavy rolling pin I
had swiped back and forth over
the clump of dough, creating a
thin, even layer. (Ok, maybe
not very thin. And quite bumpy;
imagine the bear’s tummy.)

“Now you just need to get
it into the pan,” Mom smiled
patiently. I reached for the top
part of the potential crust as I
had seen our mother do many
times. My fingers lifted one
ear and the top of the head to
fold and place in the pie pan.

It sort-of peeled away from the
board until I got to the tummy
part. There it stuck. I groaned as
a gaping hole stared at me and
it broke apart. “That happens to
me sometimes, too. You just roll
it out again.”

My three older sisters and
I all learned the art of pie
making at our mother’s side.
Pie was the standard dessert at
our house for Sunday dinners,
Thanksgiving, Christmas and
any time invited guests sat
around our big kitchen table.
The lovely spice-scent of apple
pie in the oven often greeted us
on a cold winter day, but Mom
taught us how to make pump-
kin, lemon meringue, coconut
cream, banana cream, sour
cream raisin, mincemeat and
more.

While she rolled, patted and
crimped, she reminisced of her
growing-up days. “When we
had threshers, we made seven
or eight pies.” I envisioned
Mom and my dear aunts, Lilly,
Julia, Ida and Emma, bustling
about in Grandma’s kitchen
while eight golden mounds of
goodness puffed tiny tendrils of
steam from the table.

“Why did you make pie,
Mom?” At a very young age, |

COWBOYS T00!
\T/

JEANS

= Was thinking of all the
¥ /| work involved. I fig-
ured cake would have
[ been a lot quicker,

Ed though cake mixes had
not been invented back
then.

“The men loved
pie.” She may have
had visions of a
slacker daughter. “And
they worked so hard,
they needed plenty of good
food to keep them going.” She
described the heavy bun-
dles of grain that the family
had cut and tied to wait for
the huge threshing machine.
Grandpa had hired the owner
whose strong horses pulled the
contraption out to the field to
“thresh” the kernels from the
stalks. The neighbors came
to help with the backbreaking
work.

As Mom cut perfectly-spaced
slits into the folded edges of the
top crust on the board, she con-
tinued to share her memories:
In a day or two, her dad and
brothers would go to a neigh-
bor’s and help with their thresh-
ing. That farmer’s wife would
feed the men just like Grandma
and her daughters. As [ write
this, I cannot help but wonder if
this system motivated the wives
to serve pies. After all, one
would not want to be outdone
by another cook; “Maude sure
had good cherry pie!”

Our mother carried on the
pie-making tradition for her
own family. She took pride in
giving her very best and made
sure her own hard-working
farmers were well fed. My
sisters recall our older brother
Donald grabbing a slice of
apple pie from the counter and
heading outside for morning
chores—after a hearty break-
fast!

So, this year, the day before
Thanksgiving, I rolled, folded
and patted. I peeled and sliced,
covered and baked into golden
goodness: apple and pumpkin.
Thanksgiving morning the door
opened and footsteps of various
sizes padded into my kitchen.
Suddenly, I was embraced in
a hug, a bear hug by a much
younger, though taller per-
son. “Grandma, did you make
pumpkin pie?”

I smiled. It just doesn’t get
any better than that!

Kruempel’s books are
available on Amazon. Contact
her at deannkruempelauthor@
gmail.com.

v

(L) Barb Uhrig and Lary Prager at the wool fleece contest at Newell Ran Sale.
with wool beard

(L) The shepherds crooks are braided leather and usually iven as sheep awrds.

(R) Christmas trees Uhrig made for the festival of trees. Made up of needlefelted reindeer,
bears and santas.

Butte County Historic Society has done calendars for many years and this year’s

calendar is featuring the Butte County’s SHEEP INDUSTRY are now available.
Each sponsor has 10 calendars to share with their customers. Sponsors are

Butte Co Equipment, Pro-Auto, NAPA, Print-Market, Lueders, West Tire, David
Pummel, BJ’s Conoco, New Generations, Butte Electic, VIP Insurance, Boom
Concrete, Grossenburg, Roundup Lumber, Leverington of Northern Hills, Leber Ag
Services, Jensen Construction, Dairy Queen, Belle Valley Irrigation, First National
Bank, Branding Iron Restaurant, Bunney Body Shop, Barker Law, First Interstate
Bank, Newell Hardware, Northern Hills Credit Union, Kline Funeral Midwestern
Meat Locker, Vale Bar, Dakota Best Lumber Center of the Nation Wool.

Extra calendars are available at our publisher Pint Mark-et at 614 State, Belle
Fourche.

BUTTE COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
2025 CALENDAR
>

B2 DaKoTa sc

stant drumbeat of information about the world around you.

The Dakota Scout, a journal of South Dakota politics, government and culture that features journalism & =
Ourgm veteran reporters Jonathan Ellis and Joe Sneve. Newsletters can be sent directly to your inbox and
you can receive the state’s top political podcast - The Scouting Report. Look it up today.

The Dakota Scout is a South Dakota owned, sourced and printed independent operation co-founded by Ellis and Sneve. Together, they
have more than 30 years of combined experience in South Dakota journalism that have earned them reputations as dogged reporters who'’ve
not lost touch with their neighbors’ sensibilities. Be in the Know!

Stay on top of what’s happening at the state Capitol in Pierre and around the state with breaking news, investigative reporting and a con-
www.thedakotascout.com < www.facebook.com/TheDakotaScout

\ RGBS 'y
Jonathan Ellis & Joe Sneve
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216 Main St.
Buffalo, SD 57720
605-375-3322

/\\Buffalo

H A. R D W A R E www.buffalohardwarestore.com

Why does Santa
use GPS?

M-F 7:30am-6pm - Saturday 8am-5pm
Closed Sunday

. Follow us on Facebook
| for biweekly auctions!

! Answer: He doesn’t want to
facebook.com/buffalohardwarestore

be a lost Claus.

IRRIGATION PRES

SPRINKLER SYSTEMS

FREE ESTIMATES AND LANDSCAPING ©
oCnri Fast, Friendly Servieel
Maintainence g 605‘580‘1»§ '

L ileo Box 721
Belle Fourche SD, 5771 7
“*DirtWorks@norcell.us!

Equipment Rentals
@m & Husgvarna m@m

2940 Aspen Drive « Spearfish, SD 57783
605-641-9388

Black Hills Equipment Rentals
Sales and Service

elandscaping
*Retaining Walls

NO JOB IS TOO BIG
OR TOO SMALL!

Come check out our service department where we
service all makes and models of equipment.

www.blackhillsequipmentrentals.com

SEPTIC SYSTEMS - BASEMENTS - DUMP TRUCK

~

J BENJAMIN CHENEY

605-569-6151
REDWATER

EXCAVATING Pojob too small!
REDWATEREXCAVATING@NORCELL.US

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED - FREE ESTIMATES!

"THE BRANDING [RON STEAKHOUSE & SOCIAL (LUB

10979 US Highway 85 Belle Fourche (605) 892-2503

Prime Rib every Friday &
Saturday ready at 5:00!

Daily Drink Specials
Coldest beer in town

Full bar and wine list

High quality beef and
chicken

Full service catering
Restaurant with seating
for 110

Event equipment rental

MERRY CHRISTMAS & HapPY NEW YEAR
FROM BEACON COLLABORATORS, T0O!

AND HAPPY NEW YEAR

From all of us at

PINE'S EDGE
MINI BARNS LLC
5, OLD HICKIRY)

l\ — BUILDINGS & SHEDS —

19060 US HWY 85 Belle Fourche, SD =_ \
605-723-5952 o

No Job is Too B.ig' or Too smal

T & T Construction

General Contractor
Tom Kinter

Serving the Tri-State Area Since 1990

<Additions
-Roofing/Siding
.Remodeling
<All Phases of Construction

71200 Elkhorn St. Belle Fourche, SD 57717
Office: (605) 568-0268 Cell: (605) 569-0718

Shawn D. Stinton, D.C.
Stinton Chiropractic Clinic, P.C.

517 Grant Street

C
H
I
R
O . . . '
P “Consider chiropractic care first.”
R
A
C
'II‘C Belle Fourche, SD 57717

,/-' The G 1ROy

— L

W2 STEAKMOLISE
>

= DAKOTAMART
600 National St.
Belle Fourche, SD
605-892-4330

LUEDERS

FOODCENTERS
40 5th Ave.
Belle Fourche, SD
605-892-6375

518 National St.
Belle Fourche, SD
605-568-0121

© Pizzatii

1824 5th Ave.
Belle Fourche, SD
605-892-2671

19079 US-85
Belle Fourche, SD
605-892-2503

(305580805

Family Style " Restaurant
16 N 5th Ave.
Belle Fourche, SD
605-892-2270

PAIN & MOVEMENT

605-723-0185

511 National St. #1071

(605) 892-4909

WELLS PLUMBING
& SUPPLIES

605-892-2613 8-5 Monday-Friday

8-12 Saturd
1700 5th Avenue  Closed Sunday

WELLS PLUMBING & SUPPLIES

Authorized dealer for all
Vern's Manufacturing Quality Livestock Equipment

In Stock:

e Gates

e Corral panels

* Round bale feeders
for cattle & sheep,

e Calving pens,

e Chutes,

e 8-12-16 foot
cattle feed bunks,

¢ 10’ sheep bunks

ERN'S

fg.

Built in
South Dakota
by the same family
Since 1964

605-892-2613
1700 5th Avenvue

Portable Loading Chute
12' Long * 32" Inside Width
Holds 22 10' or 12' Panels
2" Ball Coupler

8-5 Monday-Friday
8-12 Saturday - Closed Sunday




Wed. December 25, 2024 C-1

Belle Fourche Bearon

Belle Founctie
Levestock Manket

Toll Free: 800-894-8684
Office: 605-892-2655
Fax: 605-892-3142

P.O Box 126 ¢ Belle Fourche, SD 57717 « www.bellefourchelivestock.com

“The Cattlemen’s Market - Where buyers & sellers come together with confidence!”

JADE HARPER FIELDMEN
BAXTER & SKYLER ANDERS | pyctioneer: 605-515-0337
_ OWNERS - COLLIN GIBBS BRETT LOUGHLIN - 605-210-0615 SHANE MOKE - 605-641-7961 SCOTT ANDERSON - 406-351-1844
2862 Auctioneer: 406-939-0645 MIKE GREENOUGH - 307-620-2597 | TYLER GAER - 605-222-9513 RILEY LESH - 406-697-0573
605-685-486. DAN PIROUTEK
OFFICE - 605.892.2655 Market Rep: 605-544-3316 BEN GREENOUGH - 307-620-5553 JOHN HENRY BEARDSLEY - TREVOR GARMAN - 605-892-5972
BRIAN SCHMIDT 406-853-4938

Yard Foreman: 605-569-0114

“SERVING THE TRI-STATE AREA SINCE 1935~

125.00.....c..0 $1,800.00

Market Report - Monday, December 19, 2024

NOSALE - MERRY CHRISTMAS!

Muleshoe Ranch Inc,

THANK'YOU FOR YOUR BUSINESS! Belle FOUrche 8D 151.50..........$1,625.91

BRED CATTLE ... WT....... BID JHEAD 17200, 173075 DECEMBER 26, 2024
TC OutfitLp, Vale SD... 110.00. $1,238.18
117.00. $1426.53
...... g .00............ $3,075. Johnie & Julie Ridinger, Alzada MT.... 123.00. $2,158.65

’ 1G70......... $206850 NOSALE - HAPPY NEW YFAR!
... §3,025, 120.00. $1,638.00

Adam Wamer, Rozet WY. ..$3,350.00  Phil Verwolf, Broadus MT.................. 121.00.....cc.. $1,881.55 JANUARY 2, 2025
..$3,350.00  Moke Ranch, Belle Fourche SD......... 149.00............. $1579.40
Todd Family Lip, Upton WY ............. $3,150.00 $1,960.00
$3,150.00 $1,616.86
. 0........$300000 165165 UPCOMING SALE SCHEDULE

,,,,,, d 00..........$2,800.00  TCOutfitLp, Vale SD........ccccrrccrsd ....... Black-Cow... $1,621.29

s | January$, 20%5..... FEEDER CATTLE & WEIGH UP SPECIAL — WEIGH
pyhag UPS @ 10 AM MT, FEEDERS @ 12 MT

11515 +rnnn BRED CATTLE & WEIGH UP SPECIAL — WEIGH UPS
T2 | s @ 10 AM MT, BREDS @ 12 MT

Patrick M King, Aladdin WY .............. 16...... Black-Brd Hfr ...$3,050.00 | I Black-Cow ..
11....... Black-Brd Hir $3,000.00  Clark Blake, Belle Fourche SD.......... 2......Black-Cow...
Thomas W & Liane M Sewell, I Black-Cow...

...... Black-Brd Hfr . 1110.....3100.00.......... $3,100.00  Travis H Byme, Vale SD Black-Cow...

,,,,,, BIKBWH-BId H ............ 1129.....2985.00.......... $2,985.00  Shannon se;rest, Buffalo SD. Black-Hftt ... $1,870.00 FEEDER CATTLE & WEIGH UP SPECIAL — WEIGH
Twenty One Ranch Inc, Dane & Krist Dobesh, ; UPS @ 10 AM MT, FEEDERS @ 12 MT
SUNAANCE WY o 14..... HetBrd Hr .o 1042.....2850.00.......... $2,85000  Belle FOUICNE SD .o 4 1,418.81

2. RedRwiCow 58Y0.....1327....2400.00........ §240000  Two Rivers Ranch Inc, Douglas WY..1 ... Back-Cow... 50......... 1,687.00 BRED CATTLE & WEIGH UP SPECIAL — WEIGH UPS
4w Family Limited Part 1 A B —— @10 AM MT, BREDS @ 12 MT
ly Limited Partner,

NEWCASHE WY oo 2 o ReABIAH o 966.....2750.00 $275000  Spear E Ranch, Olive MT.............. 1.......Black-Cow... $2,395.40 February 6, 2025............. NO SALE THIS WEEK!

Cactus Catie Company, Plevha MT .30 ... Black-Brd Cow 3/4 Yo......985......3000.00.......... $3,000.00 1.......Black-Cow...
30......Black-Brd Cow 3/4Y0.....1001.....2950.000..........$2,950.00 1. Black Hit...
29...... BlackBId HT v 911......2850.00.......... $2,850.00 T.......BlackeHit...
17......BlackBrd Cow 506 Yo.....1271.....2975.00.d....... $2975.00 1.......Black-Cow...
13..... Black-Brd Cow S.......1344.....2650.00...
22..... Black-Brd Cow Bm........ 1403.....2350.00...
Moke Ranch, Belle Fourche SD........41 ...... BlkBwf-Brd Cow Bm.......1294......2150.00...
11.......Herf-Brd Cow Sm/Bm......1481.....2200.00...
Cathey Ranch, Hammond MT.......... 24 .....Black-Brd Cow Sm/Bm...1470......2350.00...
Travis Loehding, Ekalaka MT ............ 9.......Black-Brd Cow 5/6yo....... 1287.....2500.00...
10......Black-Brd Cow Sm........ 1311.....2375.00...
23......Black-Brd Cow Bm........ 1246.....2185.00

$1,546.75 February 13, 2025......... FEEDER CATTLE & WEIGH UP SPECIAL — WEIGH
SIOTA0 | UPS @ 10 AM MT, FEEDERS @ 12 MT

o BRED CATTLE & WEIGH UP SPECIAL — WEIGH UPS
s @10 AM MT, BREDS @ 12 MT

$1,813.00
FEEDER CATTLE & WEIGH UP SPECIAL — WEIGH
UPS @ 10 AM MT, FEEDERS @ 12 MT

BRED CATTLE & WEIGH UP SPECIAL — WEIGH UPS
@10 AM MT, BREDS @ 12 MT

FEEDER CATTLE & WEIGH UP SPECIAL — WEIGH
UPS @ 10 AM MT, FEEDERS @ 12 MT

S 18500 ] ] » ] Mach 20, 2025........... REGULAR SALE — ALL CLASSES @ 10 AM MT
Belle Fourche SD.......o 43.....Black Brd Cow Bin....... 1279....2210.00........ $2.210.00 High Plains CQmmOd ities Offices March 27, 2025............ REGULAR SALE — ALL CLASSES @ 10 AM MT
Box L Catlle Co, Hammond MT.......15.... RABk-Brd Cow B...... 1346.....2275.00.........$2275.00 Belle Fourche Livestock Market, LLC. April 3, 2025. FEFDER CATTLE & WEIGH UP SPECIAL — WEIGH

5215000 **ATTENTION ON-LINE BUYERS**
~220% | ON-LINE BUYERS REGISTRATION MUST BE COMPLETED BY
825000 WEDNESDAY NOON PRIOR TO SALE DAY,

25.....RdiBk-Brd Cow B.......1323....2225.00......... §2,225.00 Stop in or Call 1-800-888-1432 | UPS @ 10 AM MT, FEEDERS @ 12 MT
Scot Magowan, Scobey MT........31 ... RBK:8rd Cow 3Yo.... 1210... 2485.00.......$2485.00 Kim Kling - Kem Kjerstad April 10, 2005.d........... BRED CATTLE & PAIR SPECIAL — WEIGH UPS @
:&Tﬁimﬂ;iﬂ‘m 11....... Blk/Bwf-Brd Cow Bm........1363......2300.00 $23000 ] 10 AM MT, BREDS & PARS @ 12 M1
--------------------------------------- : w1963 230000....... 2300 April 17, 2025.............. FEEDER CATTLE & WEIGH UP SPECIAL — WEIGH
NP RECEIVING STATIONS A UPS @ 10 AM MT, FEEDERS @ 12 MT
Camp Crook SD 1410000 $1,651.11 Ekalaka,MT April 24, 2025.............. REGULAR SALE — ALL CLASSES @ 10 AM MT
1950........515671 | Broadus,MT Riley Lesh Jordan,MT May 1, 2025. FEEDER CATTLE & WEIGH UP SPECIAL — WEIGH
3. Back-Hit 9. 2400......... 8213037 Rod Schaffer 406-697-0573 Jason Bollinger || L UPS @ 10 AM MT, FEEDERS @ 12 MT

. .$1.881.13 406-672-5546 Brett Loughlin 406-690-8344
11800..........$1,539.90 605-210-0615

May 8, 2025...........ccc... REGULAR SALE — ALL CLASSES @ 10 AM MT

1 BackCon 12000, sta000 | Lodge Grass,MT Wyoming May 15, 2025... REGULAR SALE — ALL CLASSES @ 10 AM MT
Cathy Ranch, Hammond MT ... 7 ... BiackHi. 18600, $1795.1 Justin Hecker Forsyth MIT — Mike Greenough May 22, 2025............. REGULAR SALE — ALL CLASSES @ 10 AM MT
King Ranch, Bells Fourche SD.......13... Black-Cow 14.00......... $1,66223 307-752-3718 A06-351-1844 307-620-2597 May 29, 2025............ REGULAR SALE — ALL CLASSES @ 10 AM MT

115.50........... $1,585.23
115.50....

Man in the fIrena by Theodore Roosevelt
"It is not the critic who counts; not the man who points out how the strong man stumbles, or where the doer of deeds could have done them
better. The credit belonga to the man who is actually in the arena, whose face is marred by dust and sweat and blood; who strives valiantly;
who- errs, who comes short again and again, because there is no-effort without error and shortcoming; but who does actually strive to-do
the deeds; who knows great enthusiasms, the great devotions; who spends himself in a worthy cause; who at the best knows in the end the
triumph of high achievement, and who-at the worst, if he fails, at least fails while daring greatly, so-that his place shall never be with those
cold and timid souls who neither know victory nor defeat.”

i Lo 1of\Usal
3 Tourche livestoch Markels

e W

Festival of Trees 2024: Festival of Trees Beneficiary recipients receiving their checks.

(Back Row Left to Right):Tom Carlsen — BH Roundup Ag Committee; Luke Lensegrav — BH Roundup Ag Committee / First Interstate Bank; Mardi Reeves — Belle
Fourche Police Department; Chief Ryan Cherveny — Belle Fourche Police Department; Clint Haffner — Belle Fourche Police Department; Pastor Tim Smith — Belle
Fourche Ministerial Association; George Larson — Belle Fourche Meals on Wheels (Front Row Left to Right): Patti Konechne — Greater Belle Fourche Foundation
and St Paul’s Catholic Church; Brian Aspen — Butte County Protection Team; Marilyn Huston-Engle — Belle Silver Lining; Pastor Paul Howard — Belle Fourche Min-
isterial Association; Joan Manke — BH Roundup Ag Committee / Grossenburg Implement. Photo credit to JOBIE MANKE PHOTOGRAPHY
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SHOP ONE,
“& SHOP ALL,
v SHOP SMALL

PETE’'S CLOTHING/HODGE BOOTERY
THIS HOLIDAY WEEREND AND ALL
HOLIDAY SEASON!

A el

560 State Streef, Belle Fourche, SD | 605-892-4773

\ ¥ R\

GREAT DEALS
ON YOUR FAVORITE
WESTERN BRANDS!

*FREE gift wrapping*

*Special Holiday hours*
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Belle Fourche Public Library Hosts

Angela Hastings making last minute decisions a
SRl —— S

Event

— —

R

From A1 Book Part
sometimes twice a mont

through the duration of the
project.

All anthology committee
members participated in juried
selection and subsequent ed-
iting. Angela Hastings served
as technical advisor and group
facilitator. Kathy Bjornstadt
offered her publishing expertise
and resources.

The finished anthology of
works, “Life’s Landscapes” is
a culmination of many hours of
independent creative expres-
sion, undivided group collabo-
ration, and sheer determination.
The title of the collection,
“Life’s Landscapes” is an
acknowledgment of the shifting
regions, belongings, circum-

Current SD State Poet Laureate Bruce Roseland with audience. Courtesy Photos

stances, and experiences that
have influenced the work of the
writers. As a group, the Belle
Fourche Writers have many
commonalities, yet each brings
something subjective to the ta-
ble. Life’s Landscapes is a title
chosen to reflect the diversity
of the writers as well as their
commonalities. The concept of
a landscape may seem tangible,
but not necessarily so. As a
group the Belle Fourche Writers
represent a multitude of evolv-
ing landscapes.

Thirteen authors are fea-
tured in “Life’s Landscapes™:
Eric Beeman, Kathy Bjorn-
stadt, Margaret Bolte, Lynda
Edwards, Meg English, Joan
Gerkin, Angela Hastings, Jean
Helmer, Dale Kringen, Merlin

(L) Life’s Landscape authors Margie Bolte, Kathy Bjornstadt, and Dale Kringen. (C)

from her published works. Courtesy Photos

_ W : ﬁ 1 E.\ ._-‘.
bout presentation arrangements.
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»

Larson, Holly Mosely, Bruce
Roseland, and Joyce Orwick.
Several of these authors
have been published, outside
of Life’s Landscapes. Kathy
Bjornstadt, is the author of
several novels for young adults,
among them are “The Amazing
Sunny York”, and “Ghouls of
Greenbottom Ward”, Kathy is
also is co-author of “Rhymes
from the Reef”, and “Bugs in
the Backyard”. She has also
published several poems and
shirt stories. Her professional
website is redheadswrite.net
Jean Helmer is as highly rec-
ognized as a local author as she
is acknowledged for her careers
as a high school teacher and
pastor. Recently, Jean a 2024
Benevision Writer in Residence

WITH
EVER
SPIRIT CARD
SWIPE

Use your Highmark Spirit card December
1#.31* and we'll DOUBLE THE DONATIONS

and the impact to your booster club!

I iIGHM ARK’ highmarkfcu.com

605.892.4631

Federally insured by NCUA

CREDIT UNION

o Sprinkler Turn Ons,
Blowouts, Repair and Installs
* Mowing ° Spraying
* Small Landscaping

* Snow Removal and More

Office

ggtlawnservice@yahoo.com
P.O. Box 327, Belle Fourche, SD

Serving Belle Fourche and the surrounding area for over 15 years.

New Year’s Eve Teen Blast

Christian Life Center is teaming with other churches in
our community to bring back the New Year’s Eve Teen
Blast event. The event is open to all Belle Fourche High
School students (including home-schooled students
and High School students from nearby communities
attending Belle Fourche churches) and will be from 5:30
pm NewYear’s Eve until 1 am New Year’s Day at Chris-
tian Life Center, 2020 Vista Street in Belle Fourche.

This will be an adult-supervised, fun-filled, alcohol- and
drug-free event with food, games, prizes, and youth
ministry. Admission is $20 and registration materials
are located at Summit Open Bible Church, 1st Baptist
Church, 1st Congregational Church, Belle Fourche
Global Methodist Church, St. James Lutheran Church,
Connection Church and Christian Life Center during
regular office hours. If your church is not listed and
would also like to participate, please contact Pastor Dan
Carlson at Christian Life Center.

Dan Carlson, Sr. Pastor

Christian Life Center

Belle Fourche, SD

605-892-4767

Contact Information:

at Mount St. Benedict in Erie,
PA. Jean is a fourth generation
South Dakotan who serves on
the South Dakota State Poetry
Society Board. She continues
her work on several memoir and
poetry projects including her
Memoir, “Up Hay Creek”.

Bruce Roseland is the author
of several published volumes
or poetry and is currently the
South Dakota State Poet Lau-
reate.

Margie Bolte, and Lynda
Edwards, received various
publishing credits and other
accolades mainly from the
South Dakota State Fair annual
literature competitions. Holly
Mosely has been published in
several anthologies, various
issues of “Pasque Petals”, and

“South Dakota Magazine”. and
other regional publications. She
serves on the board of the South
Dakota State Poetry Society.
“Life’s Landscapes” is
available on Amazon. Mean-
while the Belle Fourche Writers
continues to welcome all who
are interested in writing for fun
or profit. The Facebook page
is https://www.facebook.com/
bellefourchewriters/ The group
currently meets twice a month.
Regular meetings are on the
third Saturday of the month
from 10 to noon. A monthly
editing meeting occurs on the
first Monday of each month
from 2- 4 PM. All meetings are
held at the Belle Fourche Public
Library.

Author Joan erkin shares her stories; (R) Poet Holly Mosely reading
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BLACK HILLS GOSPEL ASSEMBLY
1/2 Mile east on Hwy 34
210-1374
Kenny Riley, pastor
Sunday: 1 p.m.

Friday: 7:30 p.m.

CHRISTIAN LIFE CENTER
2020 Vista St
892-4767
Dan Carlson, Pastor
Paul Howard, Pastor
Sunday Schedule:

Long Term Care Service 8:45 a.m.
Sunday School: All ages 9:30 a.m.
Fellowship Hour: 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship Service: 10:30 a.m.

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST
OF LATTER DAY SAINTS
1105 Todd St.

John Allred, Bishop
Sunday: 10 a.m. Sacrament Meeting
Sunday School:
1st & 3rd Sundays, 11 a.m.
Priesthood Meeting, Relief Society,
Young Men and Young Women:

11 a.m. 2nd & 4th Sundays

CONNECTION CHURCH (SBC)
613 Sixth ave., Belle Fourche
(605)-210-2150
Pastor Stephen Carson
Worship Pastor Ashton Rone
Associate Pastor Chad Logan
Sunday Worship: 8:30 or 10:15 am

EMMANUEL BAPTIST
Meet at Americinn Conference room
Andy Anderson, Pastor
9am Sunday School 10am church
Men’s Bible Study 10am at
the Senior Center
Women’s Bible Study Tuesday 9am.
Call for location.
website: ebcbf.org

FIRST BAPTIST
807 8th Ave. 892-4178
Pastor Tim Smith
Sunday: Sunday School - 9:15am
Morning Worship - 10:30am
Wednesday: Salt and Light Youth -
Kindergarten -12th grade
5:00pm Soup & Sandwich
5:30pm - Salt and Light

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL UccC
892-3402
www.bfsoucc.org
717 Jackson St. Sunday:

9:35 a.m. Sunday School
10 a.m. Worship

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
901 Laurel St. Whitewood
(605)-920-1959
Reverand Jill Jennewein
Sunday: 9 a.m. Worship
10:30 a.m. Adult & Teen Bible Study
10:30 a.m. Children’s Sunday School

Sponsored by:

Area Church Schedules

GLOBAL METHODIST CHURCH
Pastor Sheri Fadley
1804 7th Ave. Belle Fourche
605-892-2405
Worship: Sunday 10:30 am - FB Live
Sunday School 9:30 am
Small Groups & Studies
schedule online at
www.bellefourchegmc.com

LANDMARK MISSIONARY
BAPTIST CHURCH
(ABA) - 2.2 miles east on Hwy 34
723-1092
Sunday: 10 a.m. worship service

NEW COVENANT PCA
1120 North Fifth Street, Spearfish
642-1122
Luke Bluhm, Pastor
Sunday: 10 a.m. Worship Service

NEWELL CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP CHURCH
308 4th Street, Newell SD, 57760
605-456-2544
Sunday Worship Service: 10:00am

NISLAND INDEPENDENT
COMMUNITY CHURCH
On Hwy 212 in Nisland
(605) 257-2356
Sunday School: 9:30 a.m.
Worship: 10:45 a.m.

NORTHERN HILLS
CHURCH OF CHRIST
5 miles South of Belle Fourche
on Hwy 85
642-7167
Calvin Chapman - Int. Minister
Sunday: 9:30 a.m. Bible Class
10:30 a.m. Praise & Worship
Wednesday: 6:30 p.m. Bible Class

NORTH POINT CHRISTIAN
CHURCH
10959 Kellem Lane, Spearfish
Sunday Services: 9AM and 10:30AM

PRAIRIE HOME CHURCH
1701 Hwy 212, Newell
Sunday School: 10 a.m.
Worship: 11 a.m.

RANGELAND MINISTRIES
CHURCH
Alzada, MT
Sunday: Worship: 10:00am
Mark Leverington, Lay Pastor

RED WATER CHURCH OF CHRIST
Belle Fourche Rec Center
Sun: 9:30-12:30.
Contact: Nathan Thompson
605 569-3057
Sermons: fightintheshade
SALVATION ARMY OF THE
NORTHERN HILLS

120 Ryan Rd., Spearfish
605-642-0924

Envoys: Tim and Peggy North

RANDY’S TIRE & LUBE

420 5TH AVE. - BELLE FOURCHE, SD 57717
(605) 892-6331 www.randystireandlube.com

Sunday: 9:45a.m
Sunday School: 11 a.m.
Worship Nursery available
Wednesday: 6:30 p.m.,
Learning and Discovery Study

SPEARFISH ADVENTIST® CHURCH
290 W Highway 14
Pastor Darren Purdy and
Pastor Marveen Gentillon
Join Us This Saturday
Morning Prayer:  9:00am
Sabbath School: 9:30am
Worship Service: 10:45am
Bible Study-Tuesday: 6:00pm

SPEARFISH UNITED CHURCH OF
CHRIST (CONGREGATIONAL)
920 N Main Street, Spearfish
Sunday Service 10 a.m. in person
and on Facebook.

Pastor Randy Hedge
605-642-8253

ST. JAMES EPISCOPAL
6th and Roundup
892-2446
The Rev. Evelyn Weaver
The Rev. Sandy Williams, Priests Deacon
Rev. Mike Weaver
Sunday: 10 a.m. Holy Eucharist

ST. JAMES LUTHERAN
1100 Stanley Street
Open for in-house worship
Sunday Waorship 10:AM with coffee
fellowship following the service.
Watch live-streamed services:
www.sjlcbellefourche.org
Wednesday at 5:55 PM during
the school year.
Watch our Sunday service
live on Facebook.

ST. ONGE UNITED
CHURCH OF CHRIST
Sunday School and Worship
at 8:30 am.
www.bfsoucc.org

ST. PAUL CATHOLIC CHURCH
855 5th Ave.

Father Kevin Achbach, Pastor
Father Francis Nsubuga, Assoc. Pastor
Mass Times:

Sunday Mass: 9:00 a.m.

Daily Mass: Weds. & Thurs. 12:15p.m
Confessions available one hour
before all Masses

SUMMIT OPEN BIBLE
FELLOWSHIP
Seventh and Summit
892-4630 or 892-4389
Pastor Rick and Diane Brennan
Sunday: 10 a.m. Worship
Kidz Church Immediately Following
Wednesday: September - May
6:30 p.m. Adult Bible Study
Kidz Alive (Kindergarten - 6th Grade)

VALE COMMUNITY COUNTRY
CHURCH
Pastor Darla Dunn
402 Rosander St. Vale SD 57788
Service Sunday: 10 a.m.
605-210-0512

“Building Main Street, not Wall Street”
Holiday-Driven Strateglc Community Revitalization

Communities across
the globe have discov- |
ered a powerful econom- |
ic and social strategy,
the transforming of
holiday celebrations
into major tourism and
community-building op-
portunities. By doubling down
on festive experiences, these
locations have found a unique
path to economic revitalization,
cultural preservation, and com-
munity engagement.

One of the most dynamic
examples might be in Leav-
enworth, Washington, a small
Washington town that turned
potential economic disaster into
a tourism triumph. In the 1960s,
this logging community faced
economic collapse when major
transportation routes bypassed
the area. Instead of surrender-
ing to decline, the town made a
radical decision to rebrand itself
as a Bavarian-styled village.

The Christmas transforma-
tion is particularly remarkable.
The town now attracts over 2
million visitors annually during
the Christmas and holiday sea-
son. Local businesses report up
to 75% of their annual revenue
comes from holiday-related
tourism. The Christkindlmarkt
and annual Christmas lighting
festival have become nation-
al attractions. The economic
impact is staggering. What was
once a struggling logging town
is now generating an estimated
$150 million in annual tour-
ism revenue, with the holiday
season serving as the primary
economic driver.

Another remarkable
| case is North Pole,
| Alaska, which has fully
| embraced its Christ-
| mas-themed identity.
| North Pole maintains
Christmas-themed street
names year-round.
Santa Claus House, a local
attraction, receives over 50,000
letters annually from children
worldwide. Local businesses
and residences maintain holiday
decorations throughout the year.
Tourism generates approximate-
ly $3.5 million annually for this
small community. The town has
transformed a geographic quirk
into a sustainable economic
strategy, proving that creative
branding can overcome signifi-
cant geographic challenges.
Across the Atlantic In Europe,
Strasbourg offers a sophisti-
cated model of holiday-driven
tourism. Its Christkindlmarkt
attracts over 2 million visitors
annually. The market generates
approximately €70 million in lo-
cal economic activity. The city
has developed a comprehensive
tourism infrastructure around
its holiday celebrations. These
holiday-focused strategies offer
benefits beyond immediate
economic gains. Community
cohesion increases through
shared celebration experiences,
local artisans and small busi-
nesses receive critical economic
support, cultural traditions
are preserved and celebrated,
off-season communities find
economic revitalization.
Research demonstrates the
profound economic potential of
holiday-driven tourism. Holi-
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day tourism can increase local
revenue by 40-60% during peak
seasons. Communities investing
in unique holiday experiences
see 3-5x return on infrastructure
investments. Visitor spending
during holiday seasons often
exceeds traditional tourism
spending by 30%

Strategic Considerations for
Success.

Successful holiday-driven
revitalization requires authen-
tic cultural representation,
comprehensive community
involvement, robust marketing
and infrastructure, consistent
year-round commitment to the
chosen theme, ability to create
memorable, shareable experi-
ences.

Communities are increasingly
recognizing holiday tourism as a
strategic economic development
tool. Innovative approaches
include, immersive technolo-
gy integration, multi-cultural
holiday celebrations, sustain-
able and eco-friendly festival
designs, digital marketing and
global outreach strategies.

While promising, this ap-
proach isn’t without challenges,
it will require significant initial
investment, it will depend on
consistent execution, it must
balance authenticity with
commercial appeal, and will be
seasonal in nature of revenue
streams.

Holiday-driven community
revitalization represents more
than a tourism strategy—it’s a
holistic approach to economic
and cultural regeneration. By
transforming potential econom-
ic vulnerabilities into unique
cultural experiences, commu-
nities like Leavenworth and
North Pole demonstrate the
transformative power of creative
economic thinking.

The lessons are clear, with
imagination, commitment, and
strategic planning, communities
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Last Year’s

Capitol News
December 15, 2024
Snow covered the
countryside this
week at Capitol and
on Tie Creek. There was two or
three inches that gave us some
very needed moisture.

At first the cloudy days were
dismal and cold, but things
warmed up every day and soon
the snow was melting on Satur-
day. By Sunday, we had off and
on showers of December rain,
even though it was barely above
freezing at ground level.

Alvin Cordell was enjoying the
rain on Sunday. Wade Pearson
had come out on Wednesday, to
finish road work for Mark Baier.
Alvin and Marlee went to Belle
Fourche, on Thursday, to watch
girls’ basketball games between
Belle Fourche and Buffalo.
Kymber and Kynlee Cordell were
playing on the Buffalo teams.
Alvin came home that evening,
but was back again on Friday to
watch Gavin and Rhys Pearson
play for Belle Fourche against
Spearfish. Then both Alvin and
Marlee came home that evening.
On Sunday, Marlee went
to church in Camp Crook at
the Methodist Church. In the
afternoon Marlee went to Belle
Fourche to see Cade Pearson
in the last performance of the
school’s Christmas Program.
Alvin has been feeding every day,
and the moisture and hay are
really needed.
Dick and Erma Albert had a
quiet week. They went to the
Senior Citizen dinner, on Friday.
Next week will be the Christmas
dinner, and Bobbie’s last time as
cook. She will be retiring. Dick
and Erma went to the Catholic
Church, on Sunday, where the
kids did their Christmas Pro-
gram, and there was a Pot Luck
afterward. It was a great Sunday.
Lynn Gustafson and Linda
Matthews went to Bowman, on
Tuesday.

On Wednesday, Bruce and
Lynn went to the Hills for dentist
appointments. They went to
church at Little Missouri Church,
on Sunday, where the place was
packed for the Sunday School
Christmas Program. After the
program, they had a pot luck
brunch and enjoyed visiting.
That afternoon, Bruce and Lynn
went in to Camp Crook to visit
at Pete Anderson’s, and got to see
some of the remodeling that was
being done on his house.

Doug Davis had gone to Buffalo,
on Thursday, for a church coun-
cil meeting and parish meeting.
On Friday, Julia took Darla
Hammel to Belle Fourche, where
they got to have lunch with Dar-
la’s grandson, who was home for
a visit. He is stationed in the U S
Marines in North Carolina.
Then over the weekend, the flu
visited, so Doug and Julia didn’t
get to go to the Little Missouri
Sunday School program on Sun-
day morning.
It is wrestling season again for
the Paddens, so things are get-
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ting busy.

Brandon and Ashley are
both coaching, so Bryce and
Dawn are busy with chores at
home, before they can go to see
grandchildren in their sports.
On Tuesday, Dawn and Doro-
thy went to the Baker Clinic, to
get some lab work done. They
hurried home so that Bryce,
Dawn and Dorothy could go to
Buffalo for the girls” high school
basketball games against New
England.

On Friday afternoon, both
girls’ and boys’ basketball games
were against Newell at Buffalo,
so they got to watch games all
afternoon. Brandon and Ashley
were coaching wrestling in
Rapid City at the huge three-
day meet that includes teams
from seven states. It is really
spectacular to look down to see
all the mats and the many meets
going on at one time, from the
high seats. They were all glad
to see the rain coming down on
Sunday.

Karen Odell had a good, mu-
sical week. Christmas music is
always lots of fun. On Monday,
Karen got a ride to Ekalaka with
Ernie, Rachel, and Tom Melum.
Karen, Rachel and Tom joined
the Community Choir at the
nursing home, to perform the
choral music they have been
practicing. The nursing home is
nice, but I am sure some people
miss looking out onto that nice
big and open yard at the old
nursing home, where you could
see people and cars pass by. Af-
ter singing at the nursing home,
their choir director invited the
choir to her beautiful house for
a soup supper before our con-
cert. It was a nice leisurely time
to visit. Those of us that came a
distance for practices, especial-
ly enjoyed seeing people they
seldom get to see. Next everyone
went to the Lutheran Church
for the Community Christmas
Concert. That concert began
with solo, duet and ensemble
selections of Christmas music;
beautiful and some lively. Then
the choir presented their concert
of wonderful harmony. Their
final Christmas song was named
“Glow” with intricate harmonies
that made it very beautiful. The
concert ended when the choir
lit candles and surrounded the
audience while everyone sang
“Silent Night’, giving the peace-
tul feeling of Christmas. Choir
members had brought treats
and the visiting began, which
made the concert into a perfect
evening.

The week became snowy after
that. It was a good time for Kar-
en to stay home, send Christmas
gifts, and read during the snowy
days. Karen talked to kids and
grandkids. On Sunday, Karen
played piano at church at the
Methodist Church in Camp
Crook, where Darla Hammel
was in charge of the service and
gave an excellent sermon. There
will be Christmas Eve services
at the Methodist Church, next
week.
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can turn seasonal celebrations
into sustainable economic en-
gines that preserve culture, gen-
erate revenue, and create lasting,
vibrant local experiences.

John Newby is a nationally
recognized Columnist, Speaker,

& Publisher. As founder of
Truly-Local, he assists cham-
bers, communities, media, and
businesses in creating synergies
that build vibrant communities.
He can be reached at: John@,
Truly-Local.org.

Poly Pipe
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WINNING COMBINATION WOODFORD IOWA

YARD HYDRANTS
Model Y34 & Y1

AR ¥ard Mydrants includs s 108" NPT drain hals in the vals body
KED Y1

& 2" in stock

(IN STOCK)

8-5 Monday-Friday

8-12 Saturday - Closed Sunday

WELLS PLUMBING
& SUPPLIES

605-892-2613 * 1700 5th Avenue
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Michelle Evans, Cowboys Too! and Pasque Ladies Fashions, orga-
nizer of the Polar Express is with the conductor as they start loading The Polar Express ready to start the tour..
passengers. Courtesy Photos B .,
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Th Grinéh covinced the Chamber director to pose fora
Christmas Photo..
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Conductor stamps a young passendger’s ticket. Conductor hands tickets to boarding passenger’s.
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‘The Indian’ from legendary South

Dakota duo Williams and Ree dies

Dakota Scout
www.thedakotascout.com

Iconic comedy
musician, rock and
roll hall of famed Terry
Ree’s death follows
2023 Sioux Falls-area

later that year. Together, they
made several performances on
The Nashville Network. They
also performed with Garth
Brooks, The Oak Ridge Boys
and Tim McGraw and received
a Country Music Association
vocal duo nomination.

The Dakota Scout, Ree spoke of
how much he loved performing
and making fans laugh.

“We just love what we do,
and for 55 years people have
been coming to see us. And we
appreciate that so much,” he
said. “We just want to do it until

show

Terry Ree, half of the leg-
endary comedy-music duo Wil-
liams and Ree, died Saturday
morning at the age of 75.

His death was confirmed
by the wife of Ree’s bandmate,
Bruce Williams, on Facebook.
Earlier this year, the Deadwood
Mountain Grand announced
Williams and Ree’s Nov. 30
show at the facility had been
canceled because the duo had
decided to stop touring.

The men’s decades-long act
was inducted into the South
Dakota Rock and Roll Hall of
Fame in 2018.

Williams and Ree, self-de-
scribed as “The Indian and the
White Guy,”performed com-
edy that “eschewed political
correctness and conformity,”
according to the band’s website.
Born in Huron, Ree graduated
from Pierre High school in
1968.

He met Williams while
attending college at the Black
Hills State University campus

In a 2023 interview with

we can’t do it anymore.”.

Terry Ree
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Bud Longbrake 62 of Dupree, South Dakota

September 6, 1962 - December 20, 2024

Bud Longbrake, 62, of Dupree passed away

Eagle Butte.

Friday, December 20, 2024, at the IHS Hospital in

Arrangements are pending with Kesling Funer-
al Home of Mobridge.
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Erin L. Melling
Attorney at Law
Licensed in SD, ND, and MT
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Aaron W. Roseland
Attorney at Law
Licensed in SD and ND

WELLS PLUMBING
& SUPPLIES

605-892-2613
1700 5th Avenue

8-5 Monday-Friday
8-12 Saturday
Closed Sunday

* No more dirty, standing

your livestock.

* No more expensive
heating bills, or broken
troughs from freezing.

or hoses around.

IF YOU WOULDN'T DRINK
YOUR HORSES WATER,
WHY SHOULD THEY?

water risking the health of

Qbrmklng Post \

* No more hauling buckets

WATERER

Now Available at
Wells Plumbing!

Wlnners of the 2024 BF Rec Youth Glrls Basketball Tournament

Lady

3rd/4th HC Ranchers Back row Coach Dana Wammen, Rozyn Koan, Tay-

Lady ' yady

‘H}

5th/6th'Bronc Ballers: Back Row: . Coach He|d| Nash Karlee LIeweIIyn .

lor Wendt, Summer Ginsbach, Dion Wammen, Coach Jay Wammen; Front row: Malaya Rodriguez, Bryn LaFayette, Coach Austin BishopFront Row: Lola Hoff-

Saevyn Wilson, Paisley Parmely, Emersyn Holmes, & Harper Clanton

man, lvy Roberts, Jacey Nash, Adri Bishop. Courtesy Photos

On behalf of the Black Hills Roundup Ag Committee we would like to THANK the wonderful community

of Belle Fourche for all of the Donations and to the Amazing Buyers for your generosity to make the
25th Annual Community Festival of Trees a success in 2024. THANK YOU and Merry Christmas.

DONORS:

A Royal Clean

ABC Coalition of Belle Fourche
Ally's Eats

American Colloid

American Heritage Girls Group
Anke's Bakery

Annie Capp

Barb Williamson

Belle Fourche Chamber

Belle Fourche Country Club

Belle Fourche Cowboy Band

Belle Fourche FFA Chapter

Belle Fourche Fire Department Auxiliary
Belle Fourche Police Department
Belle Silver Lining

Black Hills Roundup

Black Hills Roundup Ag Committee
Black Hills Title

Bob Morris Law Office

BUYERS:

A Royal Clean

Aliana Strickland

Annette Tarno

Annie Capp

Barb Smoot

Belle Fourche Bookkeeping and Tax
Belle Fourche Livestock

Bennett and Main

Bev Watson

Bob Morris Law Office
Butte County Sheriff Office
Carol Christianson

Center of the Nation Wool

Branding Tron Steakhouse
BC Treasurer Office Employees
Chad and Faye Pelster
Chutes for Charity

Crazee Cow Ice Cream
Croell

Crossroads

Dairy Queen

Dallas Conner

Dallerie Neff

David Olson

Denim and Opal

Denise Adams

E & M Steel Products
First Interstate Bank
Grossenburg Implement
Hair Gallery

Highmark FCU

Hitching Post Tap House

Cheryl Westland

Cheyenne Cody

Colin Hanzlick

Crystal Hanson

Darla Olson

David Prozeller Construction

Denise Adams

Duke Boston - State Farm

E & M Steel Products -
Brad Manke

Eaton Construction

E-7 Fabrication

Faye Pelster

Hockenbary Photography
Jack and Rosina Owen
Jackson Dental

Jarvi Girls

JD Young

Jerry Wayne and Judy Olson
Jim and Melissa Habeck
Joan Manke

Joyful Bloom

Kelly Milliken

Kevin and Rhonda Fuhrer
Killin Time Trucking
Leter Buck 4-H Club
Lueders Food Center
Mary Ann Border Collies
Mary Ann Warns

Meals Nutrition Site
Monument Health BF
Mountain Man Metal Art

First Interstate Bank
Grossenburg Implement
Hay Creek Water
Integrity Meats

Jackson Dental

Jennifer Huber

Jim and Melissa Habeck
Kellan Willert

Kelly Milliken

Kevin and Rhonda Fuhrer
Les and Alisha Jacobs
Lynette Volmer

Moxie Marketing of the Midwest
Neighbor Works

NH Dumpster & Equipment Rentals

Nora Grace

Northern Hills Quilters Guild
Olive Branch

Outlaw

Pat Englehart

Pearson Forestry

Pete’s Clothing and Hodge Bootery

Pioneer Bank and Trust
Pony Express-O

Posy Palace

Prairie Hills Engraving
Prairie Hills Pharmacy
Print Mark-et

Queen Bea Donuts

Red Onion Marketplace

Marty Schild

Masters Auto Detailing
Moke Ranch

Nancy Wiley

Outlaw Bar

Pain and Movement
Solutions

Pioneer Bank and Trust
Prairie Hills Pharmacy
Print Mark-et

Ree Reich

Royal Spraying

Others who helped make the event a success:
Black Hills Roundup Ag Commiittee, First Interstate Bank,

City of Belle Fourche, Black Hills Roundup Belle Fourche Beacon, Lynn's Dakota Mart,

Lueders Food Center, Integrity Meats, Moxie Marketing, Curt Westland,
Belle Fourche FFA, Purple Pride, Holly Main, Kelli Swenson

Rednasor Trucking

Rose Group International
Royal Spraying

Runnings of Belle Fourche
Saturday on State Street
Shooting Sports

SME Treats

Spray Foam 4U

St Paul’s Catholic Church
Subway

The Club House of Spearfish
The Ranchers Daughter
Tri State Medical Clinic
Twisted Apparel

Valley View 4-H Club
Wareing Motors

Wyatt's Hideaway

Yesway

Shannon Kapp

Susan Wilkerson

Terry Cazer

Tessa Eaton

Tom and Debbie Carlsen
Traci Baker

Trista Carbajal
Tri-State Medical Clinic
Trivian Martin
Wareing Motors
Wilbur Repair

Wolffs Plumbing
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South Dakota education lobby shut
out of ‘school choice’ talks

Joe Sneve

www.thedakotascout.com
State Department or
Education, legislative

architects maintain Noem

The South Dakota Department off
Education is defending Gov. Kristi
Noem'’s push to subsidize private
alternative education, insisting
the creation of education savings
accounts (ESAs) won’t hurt public
schools.

But wary public educators and
their representatives at the state
Capitol are harboring skepticism,
which they say is fueled by them
being shut out of talks with archi-
tects of the $4 million proposal to
fund private and homeschool costs.
According to multiple organizations
within the public school and educa-
tion industry, neither the DOE nor
the Governor’s Office has accepted
requests for meetings fielded from
groups. They include the South
Dakota Education Association, the
Associated School Boards of South
Dakota, School Administrators of
South Dakota and the South Dakota
School Superintendents Associa-
tion. None were consulted before
Noem unveiled the plan in her
budget speech this month.

“As educators, we will never
compromise our commitment to
doing everything we can to educate
every student who enters our school
buildings and classrooms,” SDEA
Public Affairs Director Sandra
Waltman told The Dakota Scout,
confirming that attempts to dialogue
with the state and lawmakers
working most closely with the
Governor’s Office on the proposal
have been unsuccessful. “That is
why we need lawmakers to listen
to our concerns about how voucher
programs will hurt public schools

and, more importantly, the students
who attend them.”

DOE did not respond to a
general interview request about
Noem’s alternative education
funding package or requests for
comment regarding involvement or
lack thereof from public schools in
crafting it.

However, the department last
week, in its first statement since the
initiative was unveiled on Dec. 3,
asserted the initiative will improve
the entire education climate in
South Dakota — including public
schools.

“Working closely with legisla-
tive leadership, our proposal opens
the educational marketplace with
public schools remaining a strong
component,” according to a state-
ment provided to The Dakota Scout
by a DOE spokesperson, who
contended it’s inaccurate to refer to
ESAs as vouchers.

The statement also said the
program will be created to ensure
“efficient administration.”

South Dakota House Majority
Leader Scott Odenbach, who’s

working closely with DOE to
draft legislation for his colleagues
to consider, dismissed the notion
that public educators aren’t being
consulted.

“They do have a seat at the table
given all the lobbying they do
during session, and I know their
positions, so it wouldn’t be produc-
tive because they’re not willing to
compromise,” the Spearfish Repub-
lican said, adding that he has held
meetings with individual school
board members serving in districts
in the Black Hills region.

Odenbach said that while work
on a bill is still under way, it’s
likely the proposal could call for
incremental expansion — both in
funding and eligibility — over a
number of years.

Noem’s proposal for $4 million
would be limited to low-income
students and provide about $3,000
per student. But the governor and
advocates for school choice hope
that it can be expanded over time
to make it a universal option for
students to help fund a private
education..

Libraries: Noem’s proposed cuts would di-

Elisa Sand
www.thedakotascout.com
Governor’s budget
would result in about 13
layoffs from state library

minish resources, summer reading programs

Library patrons who enjoy
summer reading programs, access
to research databases, genealogy
data through ancestry.com and the
ability to check out books from
neighboring libraries could lose
those services.

That’s if Gov. Kristi Noem’s pro-
posal to slash funding to the state
library comes to be.

Noem pitched some $70 million
in cuts during her budget address
earlier this month. Among them is
$1 million in state funding for the
South Dakota State Library. That
would also mean the loss of $1.4
million in federal funding, and the
elimination of 12.5 jobs, according
to the proposed budget, library
officials say.

That has them working to coun-
teract the plan before the budget is
finalized at the end of next year’s
legislative session.

Elizabeth Fox, president of the
South Dakota Library Association,
said she’s hoping to convince legis-
lators to walk back that decision be-
cause it would gut services offered
by the state library.

The library association is familiar
with the services provided by the
state library, but is not part of its
day-to-day operations. The state
librarian, senior librarian and seven
others who handle the braille and
talking books programs would
remain even with the cut. Fox said.
Others, though, would be gone.

“The state library is being ex-
tremely reduced,” she said.

While a relatively small office
compared to many state depart-
ments, librarians in the Aberdeen
area speak highly of the benefits
of the state library and are worried
about what could be lost.

Robert Russell, library director at
Northern State University’s Beulah
Williams Library, said libraries
across South Dakota benefit from
the state library. That includes uni-
versity libraries, community librar-
ies and high school and elementary
school libraries.

“The impact on the small town
and school libraries will be im-
mense,” Russell said. “That’s the
biggest point here.”

Small libraries rely on state
library

Redfield Carnegie Library Direc-
tor Sarah Jones Lutter said smaller
rural libraries rely on many resourc-
es offered by the state library. The
efficiency of the interlibrary loan
program is one example, she said.
With it, she has access to a database
containing catalog information for
libraries across the state.

If a patron is interested in a book
Redfield doesn’t have, Lutter said,
the database allows her to easily
request that book from another
library.

Many libraries also send and
receive books through interlibrary
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Jory Kunzman,

information services
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iibrarian at K.O. Leé_

Aberdeen Public Library returns books to the shelves. Librar-
ies across the state are reeling from a proposal to cut funding
to the state library, which provides services to local libraries.

(Elisa Sand/Aberdeen Insider)

loan using a courier service that
picks up and drops off requested
books.

“That will be cut,” Lutter said.

Fox confirmed that courier
service would go away as would
an electronic system with which
libraries request materials for inter-
library loans.

Another loss would be the data-
base used to find materials at other
libraries, she said.

That means she’d spend more
time searching individual catalogs
to find materials for patrons and,
without a courier service, all of
those items would be sent by mail,
another financial hit for libraries.

So far this year, libraries in
South Dakota have requested
33,900 items through the inter-
library loan program and have
processed requests for 37,147
items, according to data from the
state library.

200 items each month

K.O. Lee Aberdeen Public
Library Director Anna Moser
said at least 100 items arrive at
the Aberdeen library each month
from other libraries. Another 100
items are sent out monthly. Those
items are regularly picked up and
dropped off by the courier service,
she said.

“We have a limited budget, Mos-
er said. “We can’t buy every book.
This allows us to get those books
to our patrons and vice versa.”

She said people who are part of
Hutterite communities and families
who homeschool their children
benefit significantly from interli-
brary loaning.

“It’s just incredibly helpful, and
it helps us focus our book budget
elsewhere,” she said.

Lutter estimated the cost to mail
one book at $5. The extra expense
would mean libraries would have
to consider whether to lend materi-
als to other libraries, Fox said.

Having to bear that burden could
also lead to conversations about
shifting that cost to the patrons
who ask for the materials, Lutter
said. That, however, runs contrary
to the idea of libraries, which aim

to be a free and accessible place for
everyone, regardless of economic
status.

Russell said losing services for
patrons would be a tremendous
loss. And the courier service, for
instance, was just established in
recent years.

“For all of us, if that is in any
way diminished or gone, our stu-
dent access to other universities is
diminished,” he said.

Russell said having services like
interlibrary loaning makes libraries
feel like they aren’t an island by
themselves because they have
access to so many extra resources.
They also help the state’s smallest
libraries meet the needs of patrons,
he said.

He hosts the Library Institute
each year at which training is pro-
vided to smaller libraries because
of how remote they can be.

“The lynchpin in all of this was
the state library,” Russell said.
“What happens in Faith and Bison
now?”

If finances are cut and services
disappear, his prediction is that
small, rural libraries will close
because of their diminished func-
tionality.

“It’s very bleak. There is not a
positive that I see in this,” Russell
said.

Summer reading program materi-
als, training would disappear

Summer reading programs would
also take a hit because materials
could not be distributed across
the state, Lutter said. Those items
are obtained by the state library,
she said, which also organizes the
necessary training.

“They do it for free, and the past
three years we worked and provid-
ed the training for other area librar-
ies. If that goes away, however are
we going to do it?”” Lutter said.

It would mean more work for
a small staff that would need to
develop its own summer reading
programs, she said.

Moser said those resources
are huge for Aberdeen, as is the
training for the programming that’s
available each year.

VIEWPOINT | South Dakotans
deserve to retire with dignity

By Rep. Greg Jamison
www.thedakotascout.com

The majority of Americans
across the political spectrum list in-
flation as their number one concern
this election. No matter where you
live, inflation has wracked local
economies, and South Dakota is
no different. In fact, nearly half of
Americans cannot pay for a $1,000
emergency expense. One casualty
of this economic crisis is South
Dakotan’s savings accounts. Living
expenses are top of mind for most
families, many are focused on get-
ting through the end of the month,
much less retirement.

Many people today are only
saving money though their 401 (k)
thanks to automatic payroll deduc-
tions. However, some liberal poli-
cymakers want to cut the tax bene-
fits of the successful 401(k) system
in favor of a government-run
program. South Dakota Sen. John
Thune can lead a meaningful push
back against this dangerous agenda
as ranking a member of the pow-
erful Senate Finance Committee’s
Subcommittee on Taxation and IRS
Oversight, and as the next Senate
Majority Leader. In my view, it is
critical that we support leaders like
Sen. Thune in protecting the 401 (k)
system from harmful changes.

The 401(k) system has been
improved over decades by presi-
dents on both sides of the aisle. The
SECURE Act and SECURE 2.0
Act, signed by Presidents Donald
Trump and Joe Biden, respective-
ly, expanded access to retirement
savings accounts and made them
more available for those who work
for small businesses, especially
low-income workers. While there
is always room for improvement,
these updates turned 401(k)s into
an even more effective tool for
retirement.

They helped make Baby
Boomers become the wealthiest
retiring generation in U.S. history.
Even more, retirement assets per
household are more than seven
times greater than they were in
1975, adjusted for inflation. And
it’s not just older folks — young
people today have three times the
savings in their retirement accounts
as people their age 30 years ago,
even after adjusting for inflation.
Why break what works?

The big government thinkers
have tried to justify a supposed cri-
sis in your 401(k) and similar plans
using a known playbook. First, they
try to divide Americans by creating
class warfare. They pit income lev-
els against each other because that’s
casier than addressing the issues

Rep. Greg ison

truly hurting Americans and putting
their financial future in jeopardy,
like sky-high inflation or Social
Security’s weak footing. Then
politicians like Sen. Bernie Sanders
(I-VT) hold hearings to discuss
these manufactured trends, as he
did in February. They do all of this
by using questionable research to
create a steady stream of main-
stream media articles questioning
whether the free market is working.
Sen. Sanders and his allies want a
government-run retirement system
to put the government in charge

of a greater percentage of your
savings. Meanwhile, the same
legislators cannot find a solution

to save Social Security from the
devastating cuts of benefits for 70
million Americans that will have

to come if they don’t act by 2033.
South Dakotans simply cannot
trust our retirement accounts to the
federal government.

The 401(k) has been a re-
sounding success. To alter the
system now would be detrimental
to decades of progress made to
build up the financial security of
millions of Americans. Sen. Thune
can be a champion in the Senate
Finance Committee and Repub-
lican leadership protecting South
Dakotans’ golden years. His track
record of supporting hardworking
Americans, like his efforts to help
retired first responders cover health
care expenses, shows that he cares
deeply about ensuring people can
retire with dignity.

I know he can be the voice of
reason when out-of-touch politi-
cians spur the federal government
to reach into Americans’ pockets
and take what isn’t theirs.

Rep. Greg Jamison is a state
legislator representing District 12
in the South Dakota House of Rep-
resentatives, and is a former Sioux
Falls City Council member..

“Without that we wouldn’t have
the training, and we wouldn’t have
access to the images,” she said
referring to promotional materials
for summer reading programs.

Moser’s worried about the poten-
tial loss of ReadSquared, a program
patrons use to log their reading
times for the summer program.

“It’s now entirely online, and we
don’t pay for that. It’s through the
state library,” she said. “We don’t
know what we would do without
ReadSquared.”

Moser predicts the loss of a
host of services currently available
through the state library. The result
would be both large and small
libraries scrambling to see how they
could fill the void, she said.

“The state library is amazing,”
Lutter said. “They are so helpful.
Trying to picture a world where
they’re not there, it would hurt us
and the people of Redfield.”

Fox said if the summer reading
program resources go away, smaller
libraries will likely go without since
they don’t have the resources to ob-
tain the materials or the personnel
to craft the programming.

Research, genealogy resources
could go away

Trimming the state library budget
would also mean losing access to
databases, some of which are used
by students for research, Lutter
said.

Those fond of using ancestry.
com for genealogy research would
have to get their own subscriptions,
Fox said, though some resources
like Proquest — a research database
— would remain.

Aberdeen social studies and
speech teacher Kerry Konda, who
is also the coach of the Central
High School debate team, said the
resources available through the
state library are critical for students
to research class assignments and
craft debate arguments.

His students use ProQuest, he
said, but also SIRS Issue Research-

er and databases that provide
access to newspaper articles that
aren’t behind a paywall, which
could disappear.

While the internet is full of
information, the databases provide
high-quality content and access
to peer-reviewed journals, Konda
said.

“We have been training kids to
use these so they know how to use
them in college,” he said.

Fox said the databases have
functions that make it easier to
fine-tune the information sought or
search for recent developments on
a particular topic.

Konda’s students tap the inter-
library loan program, he said, and
he uses the video streaming ser-
vice SWANK to show educational
movies in class.

“You can’t tell me (there’s a)
benefit of cutting this,” he said.

Russell said those resources
are a conduit of information for
people. Conversations are already
starting about how to maintain ac-
cess to some of the resources, but
each one comes at a cost, he said.

Lutter said the number of things
the state library does is remarkable
given its budget.

“And it directly impacts what
I do as a librarian every day,” she
said. A guest post by

Elisa Sand

1 have been reporting in South
Dakota since 1999 and Aber-
deen since 2013. I am currently
associate editor for The Aberdeen
Insider covering local news for
Aberdeen.

COWBOYS TO0!
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Closed Sunday

8-5 Monday-Friday Hastings Livestock Poly &
8-12 Saturday Galvenized Water Tanks in Stock

605-892-2613 | 1700 5th Avenue

@‘ THE
DAKOTA SCOUT

The Dakota Scout is a South

stant drumbeat of information about the world around you.

The Dakota Scout, a journal of South Dakota politics, government and culture that features journalism ¥

from veteran reporters Jonathan Ellis and Joe Sneve. Newsletters can be sent directly to your inbox and
ou can receive the state’s top political podcast - The Scouting Report. Look it up today.

Eyakota owned, sourced and printed independent operation co-founded by Ellis and Sne\¥e. Together, they
have more than 30 years of combined experience in South Dakota journalism that have earned them reputations as dogged reporters who've
not lost touch with their neighbors’ sensibilities. Be in the Know!
Stay on top of what’s happening at the state Capitol in Pierre and around the state with breaking news, investigative reporting and a con-
www.thedakotascout.com - www.facebook.com/TheDakotaScout
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Let ‘er Buck Getting in on DQ 12 Days of Giving « Sprinkler Turn Ons,

Blowouts, Repair and Installs
* Mowing ¢ Spraying
o Small Landscaping

* Snow Removal and More

Office

ggtlawnservice@yahoo.com
P.O. Box 327, Belle Fourche, SD

Serving Belle Fourche and the surrounding area for over 15 years.
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Delivery Available

A B Ay e We can Meat your needs!
(Front): guest Riley Wingen, Neacy Conry, Bennett Ehnes, Layce O’ Keeffe; (2nd row) K
Roy Henwood, Presley Conry, Sadie Jackson, Baze Negaard, Lainee O’Keeffe, Harper 4 0 4 I n d us t ra l St B € I I € F ou I‘Ch €
Hanson, Laramee O’ Keeffe; (3rd & 4th row) Brooke Garman, Ella Ehnes, Selah Ehnes, (6 0 5) 8 9 2 = 6 2 1 5
Jace Olson, Payton Jackson, Evan Jackson, Laityn O’Keeffe’s. Courtesy Photos

Let ‘er Buck 4-H Club brings Christmas Caroling Cheer to Belle Estates

L-R: Laityn O’Keeffe’s, Ellie Dacar, Elise Dacar, Selah Ehnes, Baze Negaard, Ella Ehnes ( directly behind), Lainee O’ Keeffe, Brooke Garman, Harper Hanson,

Lainee O’Keeffe ( in front), Laramee O’Keeffe ( behind), Payton Jackson, Sadie Jackson, Evan Jackson, Jace Olson, Jory Olson, Roy Henwood, guest Riley Win-
gen, Neacy Conry, Presley Conry. The group was blessed to be accompanied at piano by Paula Spiedel

Andrea Fayville

Licensed Agent
Belle Fourche, SD

701-269-8633

fayvilleagency@outlook.com

Customer Service: 440-922-5222
Customer Service Fax: 440-922-5223
WBOTTLE Claims: 440-922-5151

e Claims Fax: 440-922-5152

& Globe Life

Family Heritage Division
The Fayville Agency

& Globe Life

Family Heritage Division

Offering Voluntary Coverage

Cancer * Heart Attack ® Stroke ® Heart Disease (x. %
Accident » Intensive Care g 4
BBB
E4 E'! www.thefayvilleagency.com —
i Does your insurance have a ')
[=]; Return of Premium? ~———

Frontier Glass of Belle

Auto ® Home ® Commercial

Roger MeNary

Owner/Operator
19048 Hwy 85
1-800-292-2052 PO Box 877
605-892-2052 Belle Fourche, SD 57717

WELLS PLUMBING
& SUPPLIES

605'892'26'3 8-5 Monday-Friday

8-12 Saturd
1700 5th Avenue C’osedass:;dzy
R i7 > T e

To Make a Wonation,

Call (605) 723-4874 or Call ( 6051@0722
(605) 210-0722 (Belle Fourche Local Call)

www. bfxmasdinmer.com R

1,11/4'11/2, & 2" in stock
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S u d 0 k u %ﬂ S GOO D Shepherd of the Hills Church

Fill in the grid so that every row, column and HEPHERD 825 W Main Street in Lead
3x3 box contains the numbers 1 through 9. ~— CLNIC,INC. I

213 4 Next Clinic:
Good Shepherd Clinic (Closed on Thursday, December 26™)
9 8 1 Registration will be from 6:00-7:00pm.

8 9 6 Good Shepherd Clinic is a free medical clinic for adults, ages 19-64, who do not
qualify for or have insurance and meet 200% of the Federal Poverty Level. Medical
1 9 3 8 5 services will be available on the 2nd and 4th Thursdays of the month at Shepherd of

the Hills Lutheran Church in Lead. Enter the church through the Julius Street
parking lot (below 825 W. Main Street).

9 4 The Spearfish clinic will continue to provide medical,
emergency dental, counseling, and resource services on Monday
3 5 9 nights at Our Savior’s Lutheran church, located at 1020 State Street.
For more information contact:
3| 6|5 4 | |Phone: 605-717-2080

Email: director@goodshepherdclinicspearfish.com
Website: www.goodshepherdclinicspearfish.com
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE

ACROSS 39 Manufacturing  ANSWER TO PREVIOUS PUZZLE

- abbr.
Lntsplace o ik drink | A[C E.S|SDOWD
8 Crew 43 Island Gl I T AL
12 Foment ig%!rm HIE NLIYEM I
RIEGED, B e o EELICERMEN AT S T ST
15 Musical I |

instrument Persons S[A A RIAIB E|L NORTHERN HILLS an 19v,

{string) {abbr ) AlG RAICKEA
17 Domain 51 Here (Fr.) FREE N. fi

tormi 52 Reduce RIE NCIEB A M onprofit Workshop B . 3

TS O EAM © 11:00 AM - 2:00 PM
19 Silk fabric i
21 p 55 Sacred Egypt. G|N PO UIR . - . p
22 Vein (pret.) bul R|O E DIE|N TIA|T Building a Sustainable Team ¢ The Joy Center - Spearfish
23 Mentiallyd AN T B AIC E

CONTLISE:
25 (S)tage extra “ DOWN BlA ACIAIDIMKIA
28 Clueenly 1 Geaological vein 7 it noint af lamb
3 ORI i 5 ahgle o 8 Atabic letier 25 Old-Eng.
3 hgmgws fing H ,l‘_"rcl’g( at) 9 Scala (2 words} jurisdiction

10 Title of Athena 26 Sp. arlicle . . N . .

I o 4 Listending 11 Stingy. 27 Minx (2 words) Designed for staff at all levels! We will discuss best practice in:
36 Nevi 5 Hindu soul ; g |Iill::e tributary 28 REadlo Freebbr i
37 Asian weight & Freedmanin o orse on 0g pruro dp:ng:i : -) Join us to assess and develop your Board development
38 Lalilude {abbr.) Kentish law 24 Leg of mutton iy people management skills as an SRR —

30 Lily {Fr) R . 2

- P ’ o 32 Church (Sp.) organization. Learn to do so in a Veliiftase sootdinatan
A .

36 Anim§| hair way that retains your values,

33 Efa’é‘g'rﬁ vanpie culture, and practice.

40 From {Scol )

42 Nod

43 Nipa palm

44 Yesterday (Hal)

45 ¥ Fr.
22 rore inp ‘ 5 ) UNITED WAy
49 Health resort ey of the Black Hills

Leadership succession

Register today: =» www.innovnp.com/npc-blackhills

L2021 Satori Publishing ASQ
T Enigma cryptograms are created from quotations
E N IG M A and proverbs from around the world. Each letter
stands for another letter, Hint: "7T7 = "E”
CRYPTOCGRAM

“ZVT OATEZTJZ OWNAF BJ LNZ BL
WEATHER HAT CO.

LTQTA GEBWBLO, RXZ BL ABJBLO XM
Custom and Handcrafted Hats
TQTAF ZBST CT GEWW.” EST. 1912
— PNLGXPBXdJ

PREVICUS SOLUTION: “He who mulliplies riches multiplies cares.”
— Benjamin Franklin

(605) 645 - 1654

@202 Saton Publishing E080 ]ack Scholl
Craftsman 519 Grant St. Belle Fourche
MON TUE WED THU FRI .
2 3 4 5 ¢ Effective 10/1
the weekend
Meafloal Smothered Pork Chops |
Chicken Cordon Bleu | Beef Slew Chicken Aliredo Meahad Polaloss Eag Noodles mea pProg r‘_am
O o wedwe e g will be closing
% Green Beans Dinner Rells d OWn. We W|” no
9 10 1 12 13 Ionger be
2 Spaghefti & Meatballs  Sauvsage, Peppers & Chicken and Dumplings Goulash Indian Taco on Fry Bread Ser‘\”ng Or‘
Broceoli Onions Mixed Vegetables Roasted Vegetables . .
L_Ll Dinner Rell Steak Fries Dinner Roll Dinner Roll dellverlng meals
U on the
Ll weekends. Meals
R - . " ~ will continue to
© PorkRoast TalerTol Casserole  MarryMe Chicken  Meatloci Deluxe Chicken be available and
({I Scalloped Potatoes Green Beans Ratatouille Mashed Potatoes Sandwich d e||V ere d
(o)) Mixed Vegetables Dinner Roll Dinner Roll Gravy Cowboy Beans
2 Green Beans Zucchini Fries Mondag thr‘ough
8 : Friday. This is
i necessary due
o g 2 2 % % z to a shortage of
> = Ham & Pofalo Soup Beef Chili CHRISTMAS DAY Chicken Fajitas Counlry Fried Steak .
T T Green Beans Garden Salad Torflla Shells Mashed Polaioes fundlng and
o) c Dinner Roll Breadstick Mexican Corn Gravy Volunteer\s for\
o P Garden Salad . .
3 3 the time being.
i3
o 5
.; v 0 . . . o o
£ £ sausage Gravy & Biscuis iver & Onions o Look What's Cooking at Belle Silver Lining
+ o+ Scrombled Eggs Deluxe Cheeseburger .
£ g P Come Join us Every Day 11:00am-1:00pm
5 *E_‘ 828 Kingsbury Street | Belle Fourche. SD
T
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Betty Bruner
news@bellefourchebeacon.com

You will probably be
reading this after the Main
Event, but the memories
should still be fresh! Was your
house filled with family and
friends? Or was it quiet and
comfy? There’s always so much
anticipation for Christmas Day-
children don’t sleep, moms and
dads are late night preparers of
surprises and there never seems
to be enough time to get it all
done.

I’m not sure what our
Christmas will be like, but
today I realized that maybe
my focus had been on the
wrong thing. Although many
thoughts had been centered on
presents (or lack thereof) for
grandchildren, they were also
infiltrated by the loss of those
that had been a big part of past
Christmas celebrations.

There’s nothing wrong with
remembering our sons on this
special day.

Daniel was gone first as
an 18-year-old. I still have
the special ornament I had
purchased for him for that
Christmas. He loved fishing,
so it’s a fish ornament with his
name on it. And the ornaments
his sisters had gotten for him
still hang on the tree. It’s good
to remember him as a tall,
lanky, young man on the verge
of adventure.

Many years later, his big
brother left us at Thanksgiving
time, doing what he loved as
he flew his plane home after
a Vikings football game. He
was a man in his prime, doing
what God had called him to
be as a doctor who loved his
patients. Matt loved his family
and the life that was his. So,

I remember his laugh and his
wisdom. His hugs were always
strong and tender, even as a
40-something man.

But this morning I stopped
thinking about the “boys” and
began to focus on another
“boy”. One who we celebrate
this time of year. He came as a
babe in a manger and he came
as the living son of God, fully
man and fully God.

When I stopped to think
about Jesus, and what it was
like to be born in a cold stable, I
became thankful and my aching
heart began to rejoice with His
sacrifice. Can you imagine
coming to earth from a place as
glorious as Heaven? He came to
give us joy, peace, and to show
His love for us.

Jesus was willing to give
everything up, so that we could
celebrate seeing our loved ones
who have gone before us. He
knew that there would be times
of hurt, unrest, and agony. And
He wanted us to be able to rely
on Him to soothe us and show
us that there is more to life than
anything here on earth.

So, as we look forward to
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- Scrving Newell, Vale and Nisland Communirics

Needing a New Look

The Newell Rodeo grandstands have stood for over 50 years.

Photo by Betty Bruner

Close to the Goal for the Grandstands

For the last three years,
the Newell Community Club
has been dedicated to raising
funds to replace our aging
grandstands, which are now in
serious disrepair.

Originally constructed in the
early 70’s, these grandstands
have faithfully served our
community for over 50 years,
hosting millions of spectators
at events like the Newell Labor
Day Celebration — home of the
World Famous Sheep Teeping —
held for over 60 years.

They’ve also been the
backdrop for numerous Queen
Contests, Team Ropings,
Breakaway Ropings, and our
Summer PlayDay Series.

However, like structures
they have deteriorated over
time. Patching and replacing

a new year, let’s focus on what
we can do. There is always
something to be done and
people to touch. I’m not very
good at talking to people one
on one, but there are times that
part of me must be set aside and
I need to put “myself” aside and
reach out to someone beyond
my circle.

How many times have you
passed a person by, knowing
that they need a kind word or
acknowledgment? Put “your
self” aside and listen. People
have more to say than we
realize.

We never know what the
future holds. We never know
who will come across our path.
But with our eyes open, we can

individual boards is no longer a
safe or viable option.

This is why we, the
Newell Community Club, are
committed to raising funds for
new, safer grandstands.

Our vision is to replace the
old grandstands with durable
aluminum stands that require
minimal maintenance while
providing ample seating for our
visitors.

The plan involves
dismantling the current
structure, pouring a new
concrete slab, and securely
installing the new stands.

We acknowledge that
removing the old grandstands
will temporarily affect our
concession stand, but we have
strategies in place to manage
that until we can secure funding

for a new one.

Currently, our arena hosts
only a few events, with the
Newell Labor Day Celebration
being the largest. We aim to
change that! We believe that
new grandstands will enhance
our ability to attract more
events.

Recently, we’ve introduced
two Horse Dressage Clinics
in both Spring and Fall, and
we’re eager to welcome more
activities such as clinics, barrel
races, and ropings to the arena.

We are thrilled to share
some exciting news-thanks to
the support of our generous
donors and the successful sale
of our old grandstands, we have
raised over $98,000 toward our
$110,000 goal!

A huge thank you to Collin

Berry with Freedom Auctions,
LLC, for his incredible help in
auctioning off the grandstands.
Collin generously offered

his services without taking
commission, which allowed us
to raise an additional $4,000!
We are deeply grateful for his
support!

While we recently applied
for a grant and unfortunately
were not selected, we remain
determined and optimistic. We
are almost to our goal, and
with continued support, we are
confident that we can create a
safe and welcoming space for
our community for many years
to come.

Thank you to everyone
who has donated and helped us
get this far. Together, we are
making a difference!

The Newell Rodeo grouds have been home to many Labor Day Rodeos.

Photo by Betty Bruner
make a difference in someone’s hurt, tears of loss. But then o, X =3
life. Even if it’s our own life! tears of joy! Merry Christmas! “CMeriy

Go ahead and cry tears of

Happy New Year!
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Newmart

219 Girard Avenue ¢ Newell, SD 57760 ¢ Phone 456-1660 k
Prices Effective: Friday Through Thurs., Dec. 27, 2024 - Jan. 2, 2025

¢
en

7 Days

Monday - Friday

a Week‘.

8am - 6pm
Sat. - Sun.
9am - 5pm

8

Best Che

Free In-Town Delivery!
$25 Minimum Order

“Senior Citizen Day Discount last Friday of Every Month”

[

Chicken Legs
Product of the USA

Pork 80/20 Country Style Best Choice Red
Loin Roast Ground Beef Pork Ribs Or Gold Potatoes
Product of the USA Product of the USA 5 Lb.

Family Pack

Daisy Brand
Sour Cream
14 Oz. Squeeze

R 45 |Daisy' s .Jaisyl
—_— S soun. oAb
e ot (EREAM fic bt
e ¥ - -
5
$1 29 v, $249 Lb. $399 Lb. $249 Lb. $299 2I$5
Swiss Miss Kemps Idahoan Potatoes |Trans Ocean Imitation Gary'’s Best Choice Toilet
Hot Cocoa Mix Sherbert 4-4.1 Oz. » Selected Varieties Crab or Lobster Quick Steak Bowl Cleaner
8 Ct. » Selected Varieties 54 Oz.  Selected Varieties 8 Oz. e Selected Varieties 10.8 Oz. » Selected Varieties 'S
320z
& Selected
Varieties

%,

e 2 /$4/
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Betty Olson
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We had a fun day last
Sunday celebrating both Copper
and Reub’s birthdays. The
church sang Happy Birthday
to them both before Reub and I
left for the Black Hills for our
granddaughter Brinley Powell’s
graduation from nursing school
at SDSU that afternoon. When
we got home that evening
Amanda and Taz had a birthday
party for Copper and Reub with
Ron and Starla Jenson; Jace,
Kami, Keen and Kage Jenson;
Louise Jenson and Casey and
Missy coming to help them
celebrate their birthdays.

Jason Peacock, age 50, of
Bison, passed away on Sunday
evening, December 15, at the
West River Regional Medical
Center in Hettinger. Funeral
services for Jason will be held
on Saturday, December 28, at

Grand River Roundup

the First Presbyterian Church
in Bison.

Ellen (Reese) Price, age
93, from Opal, passed away on
December 19. Her funeral was
at First Presbyterian Church in
Sturgis on Monday, December
23.

These families have our
sympathy.

Teri Dee had Julie Ulberg
come down from Ralph to
help us get the house ready
for the Christmas celebration
on Mondaay and Taz went up
to Reeder to work on Dalton
Mellmer’s house again that day.
Everyone here on the ranch
went to Buffalo that evening for
the Christmas program at the
school and that was really fun.

Reub and I joined a lot
of people at the Coffeechouse
meeting at the library in Buffa-
lo on Wednesday and we voted
for a dissolution of the Coffee

House after our president Tom
Holt visited with Attorney
General Marty Jackley’s office
in Pierre to make sure we were
doing everything right. Reub’s
nephew Chip Olson came to
the meeting to drop off a bunch
of pictures, some interesting
papers from Reub’s mother,
and a bridle that Ken Lenerville
gave Reub’s father Buck Olson
years ago.

Taz went back up to work
on Dalton Mellmer’s house
east of Reeder on Thursday
and Julie Ulberg came back to
finish cleaning our house before
Christmas and she did a really
good job so we’re ready for any
company that show up to help
us celebrate Christ’s birth.

With Christmas this week,
I’ll leave you with this that Jim
LeFebre sent me years ago:

Twas the night before
Christmas at Rock Away Rest,

And all of us seniors were
looking our best.

Our glasses, how sparkly,
our wrinkles, how merry;

Our punchbowl held prune
juice plus three drops of sherry.

A bedsock was taped to each
walker, in hope

That Santa would bring us
soft candy and soap.

We surely were lucky to be
there with friends,

Secure in this residence and
in our Depends.

Our grandkids had sent us
some Christmasy crafts,

Like angels in snowsuits and
penguins on rafts.

The dental assistant had
borrowed our teeth,

And from them she’d crafted
a holiday wreath.

The bed pans, so shiny, all
stood in a row,

Reflecting our candle’s mag-
nificent glow.

Our supper so festive -- the
joy wouldn’t stop --

Was creamy warm oatmeal
with sprinkles on top.

Our salad was Jell-O, so
jiggly and great,

Then puree of fruitcake was
spooned on each plate.

The social director then had
us play games,

Like “Where Are You
Living?” and “What Are Your
Names?”

Old Grandfather Looper was
feeling his oats,

Then and Now in Newell

Proclaiming that reindeer
were nothing but goats.

Our resident wand’rer was
tied to her chair,

In hopes that at bedtime she
still would be there.

Security lights on the new
fallen snow

Made outdoors seem noon to
the old folks below.

Then out on the porch there
arose quite a clatter

(But we are so deaf that it
just didn’t matter).

A strange little fellow flew
in through the door,

Then tripped on the sill and
fell flat on the floor.

Twas just our director, all
togged out in red.

He jiggled and chuckled and
patted each head.

We knew from the way that
he strutted and jived

Our social- security checks
had arrived.

We sang -- how we sang --
in our monotone croak,

Till the clock tinkled out its
soft eight-p.m. stroke.

And soon we were snug-
gling deep in our beds.

While nurses distributed
nocturnal meds.

And so ends our Christmas
at Rock-Away Rest.

Before long you’ll be with
us, we wish you the best!

We wish you all a very

Merry Christmas and a Happy
New Year!!

“Looking Forward to our Past”

December 24,1914

There is to be a Baptist
Church erected at Fruitdale.
Allen Hayes and son of White-
wood have taken the contract
to put up the building. We learn
that it is to be a fine edifice.

A hearing has been set at
the office of the State Railway
Commission for the 29th of
December, on the question of
the order of the Commission
for two farm crossings on farms
near here. The issue being the
unfortunate requirement of the
law governing such crossings.

The Regimental Quartet,
which appeared at the Theotori-
um last Thursday evening, met

was rendered unconscious. He
was brought to Newell and re-
covered consciousness while on
the way in. He sustained severe
bruises on the head, but no per-
manent ill results will follow.
Fred Goode, from the oth-
er side of the Buttes, is hauling
Fred Fuller’s rye to Newell, by
truck. The wonderful feats of
trucks are demonstrated more
every day, the great possibilities
of this country when good roads
are established here to haul
farm goods to town or railhead.

December 20, 1934
Plans for another strato-
sphere, flight starting from

with a large and appreciative

the Black Hills next summer

i

A ) 3 :
Christmas Penny Post Card, December 21, 1914, sent to Mrs. Har-

ry Sturgis from her son Narcisse Rich when he was in the Seminary
at Conception, MO. When she lived at Marcus, SD.Newell Museum

audience. Their entertainment
was first class and was a credit
to the Ridpath Lyceum Bureau.
The next number of the lecture
course will be on the evening
of January 5th, when John S.
Chambers, the impersonator,
will entertain. Mr. Chambers is
one of the best impersonators in
America and should draw a full
house.

You can save money by
trading at the Smiley-Gay Hard-
ware, not only on Thursdays,
but every day is bargain day. A
pair of Klipper Klub skates at
the store makes a nice Christ-
mas present for both boys and
girls. Also, Community Silver,
with a 50-year guarantee makes
a splendid gift to your wife or
sweetheart.

December 18, 1924

Feathers have been flying
in the Horse Creek Community
this week and they expect to
help fill many Christmas plates
with the turkey, goose, duck or
the humble chicken. Mrs. New-
bern of Cedar Canyon helped
dress turkeys for the market
which had been raised by Mrs.
George Barnes of Fox Ridge.

Ralph O’Dell of Castle
Rock has no aspirations for
the life of a toreador, since his
experience of a few days ago
when he was knocked out in
the first round by a bull. The
episode took place in a pasture
on his ranch and Mr. O’Dell

under the joint auspices of the
National Geographic Society
and the US Army Air Corps
were announced tonight by Dr.
Gilbert Grosvener, President
of the Society. The flight will
be made from the same point
southwest of Rapid City under
the command of Captain Albert
Stevens and piloted by Captain
Orville Anderson.

Vernon Johnson, son of
Mr. & Mrs. Walter Johnson of
Vale, is to be congratulated on
having received the position of
cartoonist for the Lead Daily
Call newspaper.

Mr. & Mrs. Albin An-
derson had a pleasant surprise
Tuesday, December 18, when
about 50 friends and neighbors
dropped in to help them cele-
brate their 25th Wedding Anni-
versary. They were presented
with a set of silverware, and
the guests afterwards served a
delicious pot lunch followed by
cardplaying.

Victor Matter, County
Highway Superintendent, in-
forms us that he can use about 8
more trucks on the gravel haul-
ing job on the 18-mile stretch
south of the Moreau River. If
there are any truck owners in
this vicinity who desire to put
trucks on the job, they are urged
to report the same immediately
to the Irrigator Office. Trucks
should be in good condition and
must have gravel boxes.

As an aftermath of a car

by Linda Velder

and truck collision last Octo-
ber, in which Hollis Walker

and Mrs. Oscar Stonelake and
daughter Darlene lost their
lives, Henry R. Johnson and
S.E. Geiger, both of Newell,
face damage suits totaling
$20.000 according to infor-
mation. Mrs. Walker is asking
$10,000 and Oscar Stonelake

a similar amount. The accident
occurred on Highway 79 north
of Sturgis. Mr. & Mrs. Walker
and Mrs. Stonelake and her
daughter were enroute to Rapid
City and Henry Johnson and S.
E. Geiger were enroute home
from the Black Hills with a load
of wood when the fatal collision
occurred.

December 14, 1944

Children from all the sur-
rounding country are invited to
Newell on Saturday December
22nd to meet Old Santa Claus
in person and receive a share
of the free Christmas treats. All
arrangements have been made
for this visit of Santa Claus by
the Community Club and the
Jaycees. This event has come
to be an annual Pre-Christmas
fete for the youngsters. Parents
and others are urged to bring
the children to town on that day,
the grown folks also will get a
thrill out of watching the ex-
citement of the youngsters. The
Christmas spirit will be evident
everywhere in Newell on that
day. The Newell High School
band will dispense music for the
occasion. Have your children
at the hall to greet Santa as he
arrives at 2:00 O’clock.

To aid in the solution of
the nation-wide man-power
shortage, many farmers who are
now eligible for release for the
winter months, will be seeking
jobs in essential war plants.
First the farmer must obtain a
release from the County War
Food Representative (usually
the County Agent). After ap-
proval by the County Selective
Service Board, the applicant
will report to the nearest US
employment Office for place-
ment. Farm workers interested
should contact their County
Agent for further information.

Members of Mrs. Thom-
as Edwards’ Sunday School
Class entertained their mothers
at a Christmas party Tuesday
evening at the Nathan Robbins
home. A pleasant evening was
spent playing games, singing
carols and making tree decora-
tions, which they presented to
their respective mothers. The
girls served a delicious lunch at
the close of the evening.

December 23, 1954
The Newell Future
Farmers of America held their
regular meeting on Decem-
ber 8 for the main purpose of
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West River Cooperative
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Phone 605.244.5213 www.sdplains.com
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Vale & Nisland areas

raising the following members
to Green Hands: Jerry Hedrick;
Billy Heston; Edwin Keil;
Casmier Klein; Carl Irvine;
Robert Miles; David Morrel;
Buzzy Sinner; Gary Velder;
Mervin Viken; Wayne Webb;
Richard Wilson and Clarence
Meyer. The meeting was held
in the agriculture room with the
completed ceremony, all FFA
Green Hands were given bronze
pins. A movie on safe driving
was shown after the meeting,
along with a lunch furnished by
the Newell Chapter of FFA.
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picture of “Strato Balloon” in
1934. From Randall Smith Col-
lection. Randall and a group of
classmates went to observe the
flight. Newell Museum

PFC Oscar Lee Fenton and
PFC Marvin Fenton, sons of
Mrs. J. O. Fenton rural Nisland
recently met, while serving
in Japan. Marvin is in the US
Marine Corps and has been in
Japan about 2 months, while
Oscar, with the Army stationed
in Japan for the past 6 months.
They spent f few days togeth-
er for an enjoyable visit and
returned to their respective Base
or Post.

A second radar unit for
checking speeders on South
Dakota Highways has been au-
thorized by the SD State High-
way Commission. Like the first
unit, which went into operation
earlier this month, the second
machine will be installed in an
unmarked patrol car and circu-
lated around the State.

Santa Claus was wel-
comed by kids at the annual
event sponsored by the Newell
Community Club on December
11. During Santa’s visit with
children and had photos taken
in the City Hall and passing out
treats then visiting with them
and parents in crowded isles be-
tween the gift-stocked shelves

in Newell stores.

December 17, 1964

A Christmas dance pro-
gram will be presented by the
Modern Dancers of Black Hills
State College at 9:30 on Friday
December 11 in the gymnasium.
Grade children from the public
schools will be special guests
and the program is open to the
public without charge. Mrs.
Louise Smock and Miss Mary
Stewart are in charge of the per-
formance, with John Stone of
Pedro and Roy Viken, Newell
working the lights. Members of
the dance group include Teryl
Pickard, hometown Newell.

Old Man winter jumped
the gun 6 days ahead of time
here Tuesday with a skiff of
snow shortly after 10:00 AM,
followed by rapidly dropping
temperatures and strong winds
late at night. By early Wednes-
day the temperature dropped
to an official 23 degrees below
zero at the US Newell Field
Station and there was no
visibility, resulting drifting in
sheltered areas blocked roads.
Schools were dismissed before
noon as well as all other schools
in the county. Only short mail
routes outside of Newell were
operating, other drivers were
forced to turn back because of
poor visibility and some road
blockage.

“Even the ground was
burned”, Leslie Fields told a
neighbor Sunday afternoon
when the family returned to
their home, 4 miles west of
Newell and found it and all
contents but a pile of ashes.
Mrs. Lois Fields and her son
Bill Fields and his 3 sons were
visiting in Miller with her
brother Walter Johnson. The
fire was discovered by Larry
Snoozy enroute to his home, the
Harold Snoozy farm. He noti-
fied the Newell Volunteer Fire
Department, but the blaze had
gained too much of a headway
to be extinguished and workers
were able to prevent its spread.
Mrs. Fields and the 3 grand-
children are staying temporarily
at Snoozy’s while Bill Fields
is staying at the Louis Hansen
home at Nisland. Neighbors
and friends have responded
with a drive; some clothes, a
few dishes, bedding, cooking
utensils and other items have
already been gathered. Articles
donated can be left at Kelly’s
Super Value in Newell.
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Newell Service Center Here’s What’s Happening in Newell!
101 4th Street- Phone 605-456-3455 ppening '
e Mondays
Monday Night Bingo at the NVN Whistle Stop Market
Senior Center 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. First Saturday of every month
through April, 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. at
Wednesday the Newell Senior Center
Story Time with Patty

Automotive and Pickup Repair Shop - Every 1st & 3rd Wednesday, Feeding South Dakota
Sturdevant’s Parts Store - Oil Lube & 11 a.m. All ages welcome Second Thursday every month, 1:30
Filter Service - Gates-Belts & Hoses & :
Custom Hose building- + We sell all class- WEWELL - VALE - NISL 4 )y, Newell Library Hours

Open Monday, Wednesday,
Friday 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

es of Tires & do Tire repair- ATV Services

POWERING PROGRESS™

AUTO PARTS

21 2/ /9 SerVICG Center , . Menu Sponsored by:

PIZZA Fuel for the
vehicle, fuel for =

e.
- ¢ you, and even
] gifts available
from JT Boutique §}

NeweII Hardware & Supply

S > | 320Girard- Newell SD
106 8th Street P: 605-456-1321 .. _ ‘605 456 23 12

Open Mon-Sat 730 AN-530 PM/Sundays 11 AM-3 PM
VIP Agency
Auto, Home, Farm, Commercial
E(Zﬁ;’f 33657760 Everyone is cordially invited to
VIPAgency@sdplains..com the annual
Newell Festival of Trees Vale Ag Fair on January 8th 2025.

The event will start at
10AM and end at 2PM

A free lunch will be served from
1AM to 1PM

Many area vendors will be in attendance
Hope to see you at the
Vale Community Hall
at
409 Rosander Rd.

ABOVE: Santa and his side-kick, Debbie Krcelic were
ready to meet folks at the fesitval of trees.

BELOW: The Potter Family entertained at the Festival of
Trees. Photos by Betty Bruner
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Wed., December 25, 2024

320 Girard - Newell SD

. 605-456-2312

Open Mon Sat 7:30 AM-5:30 PM/Sundays 11 AM-3 PM
Introducing Newell Coaches

We are pleased to announce
Chad Oliver as the head coach
of the Newell High School
Boys Basketball team. He is
originally from Newell and
graduated in 2002 from the
Newell School District. Coach
Oliver and our current High
School Girls’ Basketball Coach,
Luke Bonefield, played basket-
ball together in high school. In
fact, in 2001 the duo took the
Newell School District to sec-
ond place in State-A division.

Only three young men on
the current Newell High School
team have played ball in the
past. Coach Oliver feels this
affords him an opportunity to
grow the team from the ground
up. Because of Oliver’s unique
ability to bring out the best in
each team member, the results
will be measurable With a pri-
ority to enjoy the game above
all else Coach Oliver motivates
the team to a level up. His
coaching goals are to constantly
build a successful basketball
program while developing
outstanding young men.

Coach Oliver’s roots run
deep as a farmer/rancher in
the Newell area. Married to

If you have been to the
middle school girls’ basketball
games this year, you have seen
Shawn Donahey, Head Coach
and Cheryl Hohenberger, Assis-
tant Coach, leading by example.
Newell School District is priv-
ileged to have both in coaching
positions.

Shawn Donahey comes from
a long line of relatives residing
in Newell, South Dakota, from
his own family to his parents
to his grandparents. He gradu-
ated from Newell High School
in 1994. His wife Katie, “runs
things,” as he fondly stated. His
daughter Nevada, a freshman,
son Coy, 2nd grade, and son
Haes, Kindergarten, all attend
Newell School. Coach Donahey
partners in a fencing business
and buys and sells cattle for a
living.

During his high school years
in Newell, Coach Donahey
felt privileged to have played
basketball under Randy Faith’s
direction. Faith was a South
Dakota Coach of the Year with
a proven track record of taking
teams to the State Level in all
Divisions.

Coaching to inspire is Dona-
hey’s goal. He not only wants
to help the team learn to play
basketball but wants his team to

his wife Liz, he has two young
boys of his own. Elliott is in
second grade and Korbin is in
first grade. Balancing family
with coaching while constant-
ly keeping his team updated,
spending hours of his own free
time working with his team
and never giving up on them
is a constant challenge Coach
Oliver cherishes.

Thank you for your hard
work and dedication, Coach
Oliver. Here’s to a great season!

Dan High is the assistant
high school boys basketball
coach and Newell is certain-
ly pleased to welcome him.

He grew up in an area of Utah
where everyone ate, drank,

and slept basketball! They had
amazing basketball programs all
over the state. Growing up, and
as a coach, he saw lots of really
talented kids that, because they
didn’t know the right people,
didn’t have the right coach, or
through some other reason that
was no fault of their own,

never had the chance to learn
the skills to help them be able
to compete at a higher level.
Coach High wanted to take the

skills that he learned and be
able to teach all kids who want-
ed to, to be the best basketball
player they could be if they put
in the work.

Coach High has been consis-
tently coaching since 2010. He
coached his oldest daughter’s
teams, 5th-8th grade in Utah.
Then coached the all-star teams
in AAU leagues and Utah Sum-
mer Games through the state.

When asked what his
coaching goals are High wants
to help inspire each athlete
to reach their full potential,
increase basketball skills, focus
on fundamentals, and learn to
let individual success and team
success carry over into their
academics.

Married to Ashley, Coach
High has 5 children. Their three
youngest attend Newell School.
Cooper is in 5th grade, Saman-
tha is in 8th, and Kate is a soph-
omore. The others are married
and have their own families.
The family owns a saddle shop,
High Quality Saddles, where
Coach High builds saddles full
time, and they work as a family
selling saddles and tack all over
the world.

We
Are
Newell!

Assistant
Coach
Dan High
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Where Did the Christmas
Tree Begin

It is widely believed that
Martin Luther in the 16th cen-
tury first added lighted candles
to a tree. According to common
thought, while walking home
one winter evening, Luther was
awed by the stars twinkling
amidst the evergreens. So, to
recapture the scene for his fam-
ily, he erected a tree in the main
room and wired its branches
with lit candles.

Most 19th century Amer-
icans found Christmas trees
an oddity. The first records of
Christmas trees being cut for
display comes from the 1820s
in Pennsylvania’s German com-
munity. As late as the 1840s,
Christmas trees were seen as
pagan symbols and not accepted
by most Americans.

New England’s first Puritan
leaders saw Christmas celebra-
tions as unholy. The Pilgrim’s
second governor, William Brad-
ford, wrote that he tried hard to
stamp out “pagan mockery” of
the observance, penalizing any
frivolity.

A law was enacted in 1659
making any observance of
December 25 a penal offense.
People were fined for hanging
decorations. This continued
until the influx of German and
Irish immigrants in the 19th
century undermined the Puritan
legacy.

By the 1890s Christmas
ornaments were arriving from
Germany and Christmas tree
popularity was on the rise. Eu-
ropeans used small trees about
four feet high, but Americans
liked their Christmas trees to
extend to the ceiling.

The early 20th century saw
Americans decorating their
trees mainly with homemade
ornaments, while many Ger-
man Americans continued to
use apples, nuts and marzipan
cookies. Stringed popcorn was
added to trees’ decoration after
being dyed bright colors and
interlaced with berries and nuts.
Electricity brought about Christ-
mas lights, making it possible
for Christmas trees to glow for
days on end. With this, Christ-
mas trees began to appear in
town squares across the country
and having a Christmas tree in
the home became an American

tradition.

Some Christmas Tree Triv-
ia and Facts
Christmas trees have been
sold commercially in the United

States since about 1850.

In 1979, the National Christ-
mas Tree was not lighted except
for the top ornament. This was
done in honor of the American
hostages in Iran.

Between 1887-1933 a
fishing schooner called the

Welcome MS Glrls Basketball Coaches

take away some life skills. This
year the team has a lot of new
players that have never played
ball. They have worked con-
sistently on the fundamentals
and shooting. Coach feels there
is still a lot to do in the three
weeks left in the season.

Coach Cheryl Hohenberger
is focused on constant improve-
ment and enjoys seeing the
team grow in their love for the
game. We are delighted to learn
she will also assist Coach High
with the middle school boys’
basketball team.

Cheryl is married to Doug,
and they ranch in the Newell
area. She has four sons and
four grandchildren, and her
family spans from Bismarck to
Summerset, Belle Fourche, and
Mitchell.

Coach Cheryl played basket-
ball in high school in Faith. Af-
ter graduation, she was asked to
coach in a rural country school
and later in Union Center.

Coaching with Coach Dona-
hey has inspired new perspec-
tives for Coach Hohenberger.
She feels the Newell team of
coaches is exceptional and in-
tent on taking their teams to the
top level of playing.

Shawn Donahey,

@F Head Coach
> ey

We Are Newell
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Christmas Ship would tie

up at the Clark Street bridge
and sell spruce and pine trees
from Michigan to Chicagoans.

The much-disputed title for
the tallest living Christmas tree
likely goes to an allegedly 160-
foot Sitka Spruce in Ferndale,
California.

Franklin Pierce, the 14th
president, is often credited with
bringing the Christmas tree
tradition to the White House in
the early 1850s.

In 1923, President Calvin
Coolidge started the National
Christmas Tree LightingCere-
mony now held every year on
the White House lawn.

Since 1966, the National
Christmas Tree Association has
given a Christmas tree to the
President and first family.

Most Christmas trees are cut
weeks before they get to a retail
outlet.

In 1912, what were likely
the first major community
Christmas trees in the United
States were erected in Boston,
New York City and Hartford,
Conn.

Christmas trees general-
ly take six to eight years to
mature.

Christmas trees are grown
in all 50 states including Ha-
waii and Alaska.

Ninety-eight percent of all
natural Christmas trees are
grown on farms.

More than 1,000,000 acres
of land have been planted with
Christmas trees.

On average, as many as
1,500 Christmas trees are plant-
ed per acre.

You should never burn your
Christmas tree in the fireplace.
It can contribute to creosote
buildup.

Other types of trees such
as cherry and hawthorns were
used as Christmas trees in the
past.

Thomas Edison’s assistants
came up with the idea of elec-
tric lights for Christmas trees.

In 1963, the National
Christmas Tree was not lit
until December 22nd because
of a national 30-day period of
mourning following the assas-
sination of President John F.
Kennedy.

Teddy Roosevelt banned the
Christmas tree from the White
House, possibly for environ-
mental reasons—but his young
son snuck a tree into the house
anyway.

In the first week, a tree in
your home will consume as
much as three quarts of water
per day.

Tinsel used to be made with
lead foil, but in the early 1970s
the U.S. Food and Drug Admin-
istration convinced manufactur-
ers to switch to plastic tinsel.

The best-selling Christmas
trees include the Scotch Pine,
Douglas Fir, Fraser Fir, Balsam
Fir and Blue Spruce.

By December 1914, all
thoughts of a quick World War
I victory had faded. But on
Christmas Eve, an astonishing

Cheryl Hohenberger,

Assistant Coach




