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:  Team picture  Back row: Coach Mike Ryan, Jaxson Kirksey, Griffin Biehl, Oscar Garcia, Drake Sutter, Isaac Voyles, Eli 
Sechser, Jaezdyn Jones, Brahnson Brink & Coach Lucas Trimble. Front row:  Logan Willert, Darian Pesicka, Josh Brill, 
Turner Williams, Chase Robinson, William Cudmore, Teigan Thomson, Billy Bryan & Angel Sanchez. (missing Jaxsen 
Tucker) Courtesy Photo,  Addition Photos on A8

Quilting Group Provides 
Warmth for the Holidays

Monsterpiece Contd.A8

Volunteers Coaches and 
Referees Needed

2024
Soccer

Soccer
Special to the Beacon 

Sarah Jeitz
news@bellefourchebeacon.com

South Park Students Create Monsterpiece

Belle Fourche Soccer Awards Banquet

Robbi Longbrake
news@bellefourchebeacon.com

3rd and 4th Graders in Audrey Pruitt and Lars Dunavant’s classes participated in the 2024 
Global Monster Project during the Month of October. Courtesy Photo

La Belle Ballet to Present 
the Nutcracker Ballet

Betty Artus with the St. James Lutheran Church quilting 
group donates 25 quilts to the Kids and Cops Program in 
Belle Fourche. Courtesy photo

Robbi Longbrake
news@bellefourchebeacon.com

    The Belle Fourche High School 
Boys’ Soccer team ended their 
season with an awards banquet 
November 14, 2024.  
   Throughout the season, the 
boys impressed their soccer fans 
with intense games which high-
lighted skill, dedication, focus, 
integrity, great teamwork & good 
sportsmanship. 
    Just watching the team’s cama-
raderie, it was obvious “you win 
as a team...or lose as a team”.  
    The Broncs showed vast 
improvement throughout the 
season & came really close to 
qualifying for state, but, unfor-
tunately ended with a 0-2 loss in 
the semi-final game vs Vermil-
lion.      
    Individual players who 
excelled at their soccer game 
were recognized by Coach Lucas 
Trimble & Assistant Coach Mike 
Ryan.  
   Drake Sutter’s awards included: 
Most Valuable Player, Black Hills 
All-Conference & Boys A All-
State Honorable Mention.  Isaac 
Voyles was recognized with Ac-
ademic All-State, BH All-Con-

South Park Elementary 3rd and 
4th grade students once again 
put their creativity and teamwork 
skills to the test by constructing an 
entry piece for the Global Monster 
Project.

The Global Monster Project 
(GMP) is a nationwide collab-

orative STEM project for K-6 
students in which each partic-
ipating school submits a 12-20 
word description of a “Monster 
Part”. 

 Each participating class or 
group builds its own monster ac-
cording to each part description. 

    This year South Park classes 
were responsible for describing 

  Volunteerism is emotionally and psychologically re-
warding.
   Volunteerism benefits kids in Belle Fourche. 
   Fortunately, ample volunteer opportunities are avail-
able at the Belle Fourche Rec Center. Registration for 
the 1st through 6th grade boys’ basketball program is 
now open. The Rec Center needs coaches and referees. 
If interested in a coaching or referee position, please 
contact Tessa for details. Her number is 605.892.2467. 

BELLE FOURCHE—Imagine 
receiving a soft, warm blanket 
when you are going through a 
hard time. 
    That gift of kindness is 
happening right here in Belle 
Fourche; the ladies of St. James 
Lutheran Church get together 
monthly and create beautiful 
works of art to give out right 
here locally to those in need. 
   The Kids and Cops program 
was recently a recipient of 25 
hand-made quilts this holiday 
season, though it is not the first 
time these kind ladies have given 
the gift of warmth—they give 
the quilts every year they are 
asked for them. 
    According to Betty Artus, 
leader of the quilting group, in 
addition to the Kids and Cops 
program, the St. James Lutheran 
Church quilting group also do-
nates 40 quilts a year to Canyon 
Hills Center in Spearfish, SD.      
    They give enough quilts so 
that each child at the center gets 
their own quilt when they arrive. 
The kids then get to take it home 
with them when they leave. “It is 
theirs to keep,” she said.
     It warms the quilters’ hearts 
when they can see how much 
the quilts are appreciated. On a 
tour of the Center in Spearfish, 
Artus said, “We got to look in 
the rooms and when we did, we 
could see our quilts on the kids’ 

beds.”
    The group has developed a 
streamlined process to get the 
quilts made. A few ladies take 
home material and put togeth-
er the tops of the quilts and 
then bring the tops back to the 
group, where a different group 
of quilters put the backs on 
them and finish them. 
     Finally, whoever can help 
tie off the quilts does, and then 
they are complete. “It takes 
about five hours from start to 
finish,” said Artus.
One of the problems facing 
the quilting group is dwindling 
numbers of those who can 
help make quilts. “It’s not that 
people are quitting,” said Artus. 
“They get older and move into 
assisted living or pass away and 
just can’t help anymore.” 
They are down to five quilters 
and invite anyone interested in 
quilting to come and see what 
it’s all about and help give back 
to those in need. “You don’t 
have to be a member of the 
church to participate. 
  Anyone can come,” said Ar-
tus.  They meet at the church on 
the first Monday and Tuesday 
of each month from 9:00 a.m. 
to 3:00 p.m. 
    Everyone is invited to help, 
you don’t have to be a skilled 
quilter, just have a desire to 
help give back to the commu-
nity. If you come, they will find 
you a job!

BELLE FOURCHE—The Sugar 
Plum Fairy will grace the stage 
of the Belle Fourche Rec Center 
December 7 at 6:00 p.m. 
Watch as Clara and the Nut-
cracker doll, who comes to life 
on Christmas Eve, battle the 
evil Mouse King when La Belle 
Ballet presents the Nutcracker 
Ballet.
    Preparation for the lavish 
affair has been in the works 
for some time. It began with 
auditions for the ballet back in 
August. 
    The process of picking the cast 
was an intense ordeal that took 
place over two days. 
According to the Director, 
Mary Neiman, auditions took 

place over a two day period. 
Potential cast members had 
to prepare a piece to perform 
and take part in a rigorous 
interview to determine how 
dedicated they were to learning 
the role and rehearsing. 
    The cast consists of per-
formers ages 3 to 30 plus. 
Under the direction of Mary 
Neiman and Lauren Krier, the 
cast of the one-hour ballet is 
putting on the final touches to 
bring this outstanding perfor-
mance to the stage. 
    Neiman has been running La 
Belle Ballet for 11 years and 
has been teaching dance for 13 
years. 
    This will be the second time 
the La Belle Ballet has put on 
the Nutcracker. “We do the 
Nutcracker every other year,” 

La Belle Ballet will bring the Nutcracker Ballet to life on the stage of the Belle Fourche Rec 
Center December 7 at 6:00 p.m.  Courtesy photo

said Neiman. They alternate 
years with the Winter Show-
case.
     This year’s cast is Clara, 
Aurora Larive; Nutcracker, 
Audrey Jeitz; Mouse King, 
Lucy Merjil; Sugar Plum Fairy, 
Austey Stiefrater; Dew Drop 
Fairy, Emma Schulze; Snow 
Queen, Chloe Schulze; Ara-
bian Dancer (coffee), Adeline 
Erickson; Spanish Dancer 
(chocolate), Brooklyn Schulze; 
Chinese Dancers (tea), Cora 
Kukuchka and Mary Ruzicka; 
Russian Dancers (candy canes), 
Annabelle Dighton and Charlie 
Huston; The Clown, Talia 
Thompson and Mother Ginger, 
Clara Riley. 
    Get your tickets, support the 
ballet and enjoy a night with the 
Nutcracker!

ference & Boys A All-State First 
Team honors.     
    Receiving MVP Offense 
Award was Keagen Walker with 
Billy Bryan being recognized 
for MVP Defense & Brahnson 
Brink Most Improved.  Jaxon 
Kirksey received the Bronc 

Award & Josh Brill Black Hills 
Honorable Mention.  
   Darian Pesicka was awarded 
BH Honorable Mention, MVP 
Midfield & Boys A All-State 
Honorable Mention recognition.  
   Although the team will lose 
five players to graduation, the 

Broncs look forward to another 
successful season next year.  
The soccer team is thankful 
to those who helped make the 
program such a positive activ-
ity...that would be the players, 
coaches, family, friends and the 
Belle Fourche Beacon. 

the monster’s Toes & Toenails. 
This is the third year Audrey 

Pruitt’s and Lars Dunavant’s 
Vertical Learning Classes have 
participated in GMP, which 
Pruitt came across in a Facebook 
group for teachers. “I wanted my 
students to have an experience 
working with each other and 
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When  someone you love becomes a
Memory, the memory becomes a Treasure. 

-Unknown-

Brian Kline
Owner

PEACE OF MIND...and being able to say,
“Everything has been taken care of.”

Kline Funeral Chapel
605-892-3964

email: klinefuneralchapel@rushmore.com
website: klinefuneralchapel.com

  Most of us intend on ‘getting around to it someday,’ but if 
your someday never comes, your loved ones will wonder if 

they made the right decisions for your �nal requests when it 
does.

  Regardless how we prefer to deal with the big 
questions of life, taking the time to make your advanced 

funeral or cremation planning is a very caring and responsible 
thing to do.

  It also removes the emotional and �nancial stress from your 
loved ones or friends, and allows you the proper time to 

consider all your options.
  For your best service, for your best price possible,
Kline Funeral Chapel o�ers an array of burial and 

cremation packages to suit your budget. 
Ask the families we have served.

Leverington Funeral Home
of the Northern Hills

605-892-3320  
Belle Fourche

LeveringtonFH.com

The Way We Serve 
and Care for People 

Sets Us Apart

Mark & Debra 
Leverington

Owners

John Lee Skogberg was born January 1, 
1941, in a little farmhouse in Sacred Heart, 
Minnesota. The country doctor made a 
trip to the Skogberg home to deliver him, a 
preemie but also the community’s first New 
Year’s baby. John always liked to say the 
whole world stayed up each year to cele-
brate his birthday.
Growing up on the Skogberg farm meant 

being surrounded by pigs, sheep, stock cows, milk 
cows and most importantly for John, horses. He and 
his brother Bob began riding bareback and breaking 
colts when only eight years old. His love of horses 
eventually led to a passion for rodeo, a sport in 
which John excelled. He would go on to become 
a Minnesota high school state champion bareback 
rider, bulldogger, and all-around cowboy. He also 
actively participated in high school FFA and was 
elected FFA president for the state of Minnesota 
during his first year of college. 
After one year at the University of MN, John 

transferred to South Dakota State University where 
he obtained his Bachelor of Science degree in 
Animal Science. As a student there, he continued to 
rodeo on the weekends. It was also at SDSU where 
he took his first photography class and learned to 
develop his own black and white film. That deci-
sion marked the beginning of a lifelong passion for 
rodeo photography. 
After graduating from SDSU John moved to Saw-

yer, ND where he managed a feedlot for one year. It 
was during this time that he met and rodeoed with 
the Nelson brothers from Towner, ND. Through 
his friendship with Orrin and Rodney, John met 
the love of his life, their older sister Genevieve. 
John and Genevieve married in 1964 and moved to 
Canton, SD where John took a job with the SDSU 
Extension Service. He spent a total of 33 years 
working as an extension agent first in Canton, then 
in Selby and finally Belle Fourche. As a man who 
always strived for excellence, John enjoyed the 
many ways his job allowed him to help farmers, 
ranchers and 4-H youth to “make their best better.”
John also had a passion for singing. He spent his 

childhood making music with his siblings, uncles 
and father, providing the foundation of a lifetime 
of musical involvement.  He was known for saying 
he learned to harmonize by osmosis - through his 
butt - by sitting on the piano bench and listening to 
his Dad practice with the local barbershop quartet. 
John later spent many wonderful years singing in 
barbershop choruses and quartets himself. He also 
sang in the church choir all his life, and loved shar-
ing music as a member of country gospel groups 
both in Sawyer, ND and more recently, with the 
Pickers in Belle Fourche. 
While John is well-known for all these roles, per-

haps he is best known as a rodeo photographer. His 
family could never remember sitting with him in 
the rodeo grandstands because John was always in 
the arena with his camera, capturing the wild rides 
and fast action of the contestants. His wife once 
said, “He would rather hang out with the cow turds 
than the family nerds.” John’s persistence in rodeo 
photography paid off. At the very first profession-
al rodeo he photographed, he caught a fantastic 
bull-riding buck-off shot that he submitted to the 
Rodeo Sports News. The magazine published the 
image, and he was hooked. 
If John would have had a theme song, it would 

likely have been “Hit Me with Your Best Shot.” 
Perfecting the art of catching action on film (and 
later digital images) was a challenge he loved, 
even if it meant hiding behind barrels or getting 
run down by wild stock. Thankfully, as John aged 
technology also improved, allowing him to contin-

ue capturing rodeo action even after his 
legs could no longer outrun wild horses 
and bulls. His family often said with each 
birthday John’s telephoto lens got just a 
little bit longer. 
John photographed 55 years of South 

Dakota rodeos, a huge chapter in the 
history of the state’s official sport. His 
“Johnny’s Photo” images can be found 

not only in numerous publications and promotion-
al posters, but also in museums and businesses 
throughout the state, and on the walls of genera-
tions of SD rodeo families.  
Even outside the rodeo arena, John saw the world 

through his camera lens. He enjoyed using his 
skills to document events and milestones in the 
larger community. Over the years, John walked 
many miles along the sidelines, fields, courts 
and mats at high school competitions, shooting 
pictures for the local newspaper. His photos were 
published locally, regionally and nationally. He 
also photographed family reunions, school re-
unions, senior pictures, and weddings.
In addition to photography, John was a gifted 

communicator. While in Selby, he had a weekly 
radio show discussing ag issues. He also wrote a 
weekly column for the Selby and Belle Fourche 
newspapers for over three decades, winning na-
tional awards for his work.
Hunting and fishing were also a big part of 

John’s life. He loved hunting birds, antelope, 
deer and elk, and even made his own arrows 
back when few people used archery to hunt deer.  
Fishing was also a pastime he loved, even though 
more than once he and his passengers found 
themselves paddling the boat back to shore when 
it quit in the middle of the lake.
Above all, John cherished his faith and his fam-

ily. His deepest joy came from supporting, pho-
tographing, and spending time with his children, 
grandchildren, and great-grandchildren. His most 
important legacy to those who knew him best 
is his faithfulness. John put God first - praying 
before every meal, rarely missing church or choir 
practice, tithing, and giving back without hesita-
tion through the offering plate and the sharing of 
his gifts.
While John will be greatly missed by many for 

the way he touched their lives, his work on this 
side of the divide is finished and he has graduat-
ed to join a heavenly choir. Well done, good and 
faithful servant. Go rest high.  John is survived 
by his wife, Genevieve of Belle Fourche; daugh-
ter, Cari (Scott) Eastman of Sioux Falls; son, 
Cody (LaVonna) of Belle Fourche; 7 grandchil-
dren, Katy, Riggin, Bridger, Dorionna, Brandon, 
Abigail, Mataya; “honorary” grandson, Wyatt; 2 
great grandchildren, Gunnar and James.  He was 
preceded in death by his parents; and brother, 
Robert.
John went home to heaven at the age of 83 on 

Wednesday, November 20, 2024.  The funeral 
service was held Saturday, November 23rd, 2024 
at St. James Lutheran Church in Belle Fourche.  
Visitation was Friday, November 22 at Lever-
ington Funeral Home of the Northern Hills in 
Belle Fourche.  Interment will be held in Pine 
Slope Cemetery. 
   Memorials are preferred to St. James Lutheran 

Church, Butte County 4H Rodeo, or the SDSU 
Rodeo Team.
  Friends may leave written 

condolences online and view the 
livestream of the funeral at: www.
LeveringtonFH.com

	 John Lee Skogberg 83 

Linda Wright, 64, a compassionate soul 
who touched the hearts of all who knew her, 
passed away peacefully at Monument Health 
on Wednesday, November 13, 2024. She left 
behind a legacy of love and kindness. She 
was a devoted wife, mother, sister, and friend 
whose warmth and generosity enriched count-
less lives.
Linda was born on February 16, 1960, in Hot 

Springs, South Dakota. She attended Custer 
Elementary School, and her family moved to Melba, 
Idaho, where she finished school. She met her 
husband Rick in 1975, and the two moved back to 
South Dakota in 1976, knowing she did not want to 
be apart from him. Linda married Rick on Decem-
ber 31, 1976, at Open Bible Church in Custer, South 
Dakota. The couple remained in Custer, raising her 
boys until moving to Belle Fourche, South Dako-
ta, in 1993. Linda worked various jobs in Belle 
Fourche before retiring from Mid America Travel 
Plaza in September 2022. Linda loved fishing trips 
to Orman Dam and Cox Lake. 
Linda is survived by her loving husband, Rick 

Wright, of Belle Fourche; her four cherished sons, 
Randy Wright (Traci), Oregon; Shawn Wright (Kris-
tine), Piedmont; Kevin Wright (Sand), Kansas; and 
Michael Wright, Colorado; her brothers, Stanley, 

Belle Fourche and Mark, Custer; and her 
sister, Deb, Rapid City. She also had ten 
grandchildren and five great-grandchil-
dren. Her family was the cornerstone 
of her life, and she found immense joy 
and pride in their accomplishments and 
happiness.  
She was preceded in death by her be-

loved parents, Larry and Joyce, and her 
sister, Vicki. Though their absence was 

deeply felt, Linda carried their memory forward 
with strength and grace, embodying the values 
they instilled in her.  
Linda’s compassionate nature shone brightly 

throughout her life. She had an uncanny ability 
to make everyone feel seen, heard, and loved. 
Whether through her kind words, acts of service, 
or a genuine smile, she left a lasting impact on 
all who crossed her path.  As we say goodbye to 
Linda, we hold on to the countless memories of 
her selfless love and unyielding compassion. She 
will be dearly missed but forever remembered in 
the hearts of those who loved her.  
An online guest book is 

available at klinefuneral-
chapel.com

Linda Wright  64

Larry James LaRue, 90, of Belle Fourche, 
died Wednesday, November 20thin Belle 
Fourche.
Larry was born on October 14, 1934, in 

North Lemmon, Adams County, North Dakota. 
He was raised on the LaRue homestead near 
Lemmon where he attended school until the 
8th grade. He worked on the farm until soon 
getting a job with Corcoran Trucking. In Oc-
tober of 1954 he became engaged to the only woman 
he loved, Shirley Ann Peters. Larry soon switched jobs 
and worked for a construction company which started 
his love and career with mechanics. Larry and Shirley 
were married on June 4th, 1955. A simple coin toss 
led them to start their lives in Belle Fourche, South 
Dakota. 
In 1957 Larry worked at Green’s Lineup where soon 

after they gave birth to their son, Doug Larry James 
LaRue. Larry started working for Vanco Motors which 
led to his lifelong friendship with Vince Kaiser. In 
1961 they gave birth to their daughter, Lorrie Ann 
LaRue. 
Larry developed the mechanic and welding program 

at Belle Fourche High School from 1968-1992. He 
attended Springfield College and Black Hills State 
University for his continuing education. Larry also 
served in the South Dakota National Guard as a Staff 
Sergeant for ten years. 
Larry took on the nickname “Coach”. To many of his 

former students he became a respected role model. A 
poke on the chest or a squeeze on the shoulder, you 
always knew he was there for you. As a man of very 
little words, we knew he was a humble, very stubborn, 
hardworking, honest and a man of his word. Larry 
enjoyed golfing, softball, trap shooting, bowling, wood 
working and hunting. He was a family man and never 
a stranger in the crowd. Later in life Larry became 
part of the Friday breakfast club which led to long life 

friendships with many. 
 He was a great father, family man and a 

great person to anyone and everyone a part 
of his life. Larry always had a heart like a 
kid. You never knew who to get after, him 
or his great grandchildren that he loved so 
much. 
Larry is proceeded in death by his parents 

Floyd and LeLa (Hannah) LaRue. His five 
sisters Molly LaRue, Lu Marty, Hazel Newell, Delo-
ris Guizzetti and Lillian Gilbertson Clarkson.  
Larry is survived by his wife Shirley LaRue, Belle 

Fourche; son Doug (Jean) LaRue - Rapid City, SD; 
Daughter Lorrie (Roger) Kimball - Belle Fourche, 
SD; Grandchildren Brooke Schmett - Anchorage, 
AK, Cassie (Grant) Mason - Gillette, WY, Amanda 
Nelson - Sheridan, WY, Jamie Burke - Belle Fourche, 
SD and Daniel (Elizabeth Harrell) LaRue - Rapid 
City, SD; Great grandchildren Mitchell and Audrey 
Schmett, Natillie, Lucie, Korrie and William Mason, 
Coy Nelson and Adilynn LaRue Burke and Anderson 
Burke. As well as numerous nieces and nephews. 
Visitation will be on Friday November 29th 5-7 

p.m. at Kline Funeral Chapel.
Services will be 11 a.m. Saturday, November 30th 

at St. James Lutheran Church in Belle Fourche. 
Lunch will be provided from 1 - 5 p.m. at the Belle 
Fourche Country Club. 
Pallbearers are Steve Kasparek, Roger Kimball, 

Daniel LaRue, and Grant Mason.
Honorary pallbearers are his nephews and the Fri-

day breakfast club.
The funeral will be livestreamed and can be viewed 

on Larry’s obituary page at klinefuneralchapel.com
An online guest book and video tribute is available 

at klinefuneralchapel.com

Larry James LaRue 90
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Belle Black Friday, the night 
of the fireworks and the Polar 
Express, will be Friday, 
December 13th.  
   This originated several years 

ago when we had a snowstorm 
the night of “Light Up The 
Night” and we had to move 
everything to two weeks later.  
“Light Up The Night” fire-

works will be set off at 7:00 

p.m. behind the Tri-State Muse-
um. 
  You know your businesses and 

what works best for your clien-
tele.  
   Perhaps having a sale/pro-

motion from 5:00 - 6:30 or so to 
bring people in that extra hour/
hour and a half would give your 
business that boost during the 
holidays.  

Fireworks Night December 13th

DC Booth Hatchery Holidays Schedule

Betty Bruner
news@bellefourchebeacon.com

Free Nonprofit Workshop: 
Building a Sustainable Team

KEVN Black Hills Fox Announces 19th Annual 
Rising  Star of the West Scholarship Contest

Ryder Heitz  
news@bellefourchebeacon.com

City Council Meeting

In the Booth House & 
Hatchery grounds.

Musicians:
Thursday December 5
12-1pm --Ellen Plocek/

piano
1-2pm – Tayla Bahr/

violin
2-3pm – Rita Hicks/

piano
3-4pm –Autumn 
Anderson/violin
 Friday December 6
Noon- 1pm - Morgan 

Moore/piano
1-2pm   -Tayla Bahr/

2-3pm – Priscilla 
Romkema/piano
3-4pm - 
 Saturday, December 7 
Noon- 1pm – CON 

Brass on the Hatchery 
Grounds

1-3pm -Tours of Rail 
Car 

1-3pm- S’mores & co-
coa – Fish Car brick walk 
patio

1-2pm -  Santa Clause
2-3pm -  Chris Davis, 

Rod Garnett, Katrina 

Join us in January for our 
next Nonprofit Connections 
workshop in partnership with 
United Way of the Black Hills. 
We will be discussing best 
practice in board development, 
employee management, 
volunteer coordination, and 
leadership succession.  

  What do they all have in 
common?  They are all about 
people… the most important 
ingredient in the recipe for 
organizational sustainability. 
This workshop is designed to 
be valuable for staff members 
at every level.

 Bonus: Join your fellow 
workshop attendees to bridge 
the gap between what you 
learned in the workshop 
to implementation within 

your organization with a post-
workshop Action Group session 
to help launch your plans from 
paper into practice!

 Don’t miss this chance to 
connect and collaborate with 
fellow local nonprofits to 
strengthen your network, share 
insights, and discover new 
opportunities for partnership and 
growth.

 This workshop is FREE to 
attend and includes lunch and 
networking opportunities.

 Date: January 10, 2025 11 am 
– 2 pm (lunch provided)

 Location: Joy Center, Spearfish
 Learn more/register: https://

www.innovnp.com/npc-blackhills
 Contact: For questions please 

contact Sarah at info@innovnp.
com

Garnett (guitar, flute)
3-4pm –   Paul Peter-

son 
 Sunday, December 8
Santa Claus
Noon -1pm Chris Da-

vis, Rod Garnett/guitar/
flute

1-2pm – Lucy Cole/
piano

2-3pm – Veronica 
Moore/piano

3-4pm – Erica Sowers/
Joyful Music Studio/ pia-
no teacher with students

BELLE FOURCHE—Fam-
ilies gathered at the Tri-State 
Museum and Visitor Center on 
November 17 for the monthly 
Family Fun Day, where the 
theme “Thanksgiving Foods” 
brought history and tradition 
to life.
The event explored the ori-

gins of popular Thanksgiving 
dishes, offering an educational 
and interactive experience for 
attendees of all ages. Families 
enjoyed a presentation about 
why certain foods have become 
Thanksgiving staples, while 
children took part in festive 
crafts. Light refreshments add-
ed to the warm and welcoming 
atmosphere.
A highlight of the day was the 

book drawing for “Sharing the 
Bread,” a story celebrating family 
and food traditions. Children 
entered the drawing by filling out 
slips during the event, with one 
lucky participant taking home the 
book.
Each Family Fun Day at the mu-

seum includes activities designed 
to educate and entertain. In addi-
tion to the presentation, families 
received take-home packets filled 
with information and activities to 
continue the learning experience.
Held on the third Sunday of each 

month, Family Fun Days at the 
Tri-State Museum and Visitor 
Center provide an opportunity for 
parents, grandparents, and chil-
dren to connect through hands-
on learning. November’s event 
offered a festive and enriching 
way to celebrate the spirit of 
Thanksgiving.

BELLE FOURCHE—The 
November 18 City Council 
meeting opened with commu-
nity input. LeAnn Corean, local 
daycare owner, stood up to ask 
for extended time to license her 
daycare. 

  Two community mem-
bers, Ayda Cazer and Theresa 
Prozeller, spoke in support of 
Corean, emphasizing Corean’s 
dedication to taking care of the 
children in the community.    

   The Council later approved 
the Planning and Zoning 
Commission’s recommendation 
that the Conditional Use Permit 
for a Home Occupation Group 
Family Daycare be revoked for 
Corean’s property, effective 
February 5, 2025, unless Mrs. 
Corean is able to adhere to 
the state licensing procedures 
needed and her state license is 
reinstated by February 5.

The Chamber of Commerce 
reported that it welcomed 

605 Media and Entertainment, 
Alley Fitness and Recovery, and 
Black Hills Lifestyle Magazine. 
November’s Lunch and Learn 
on preventing dementia drew 27 
attendees. 

  The Lunch & Learn events 
will return in February. Upcom-
ing events included the Chamber 
Mixer on November 21; the 
Parade of Lights on November 
29; and Small Business Saturday 
on November 30. Entries are 
open for the free Holiday Light 
Contest, with votes cast during 
the Polar Express tour.

CoNBA reported that it hosted 
its Pie & Coffee event at the sale 
barn and is currently finalizing the 
list of businesses for the Christ-
mas Holiday drawings. Bags will 
be distributed next week, with 
advertising to follow. 

Councilperson Schmaltz com-
mended the City employees on 
receiving the Gold Award from 
South Dakota Public Assurance 
Alliance. 

The next City Council meeting 
will be December 2 at 6 p.m.

KEVN Black Hills FOX is 
pleased to announce its eigh-
teenth annual Rising Star of 
the West Scholarship contest.  
This year, thanks to Monument 
Health, the total value of schol-
arships is once again at $7,500.  

   The first place winner will 
receive a $4,000 college schol-
arship, with $2,000 for second 
place, $1,000 for third place 
and $500 for fourth place.

High school students will 
have the opportunity to present 
commentaries on KEVN Black 
Hills FOX News on topics 
important to them.  

   Viewers will then be able 
to view those videos at black-
hillsfox.com and help pick the 
four finalists and the eventual 
winner.

Students who wish to partic-
ipate need to shoot a short (1 

minute) video of them talking 
about any subject that interests 
them.  They don’t need to be 
elaborate productions since 
those videos won’t run on air.  
The videos need to be submit-
ted to KEVN Black Hills FOX, 
along with an entry form, by 
January 12, 2025.  

   The 20 students selected for 
the contest will tape their com-
mentaries at the KEVN Black 
Hills FOX studios to air be-
ginning in February.  The four 
weekly winners will become 
finalists and will tape four more 
commentaries on four common 
topics to air during the finals of 
the contest beginning in April.

Interested students can get 
entry forms and rules at www.
blackhillsfox.com.   

    They could join our previ-

ous winners, Shad Christman 
of Lemmon High School 
along, Kaitlyn Hemmingson, 
Annelise Ewing and Janesa 
Bakeberg of Spearfish High 
School, Caila Brennan and 
Audrey Cope of St. Thomas 
More High School, Jordan 
Barthel of Lead-Deadwood 
High School, Rae McKee, 
a homeschool student from 
Nemo,

Gavin Brucklacher of Philip 
High School, Noah Storm, 
Jessica Benson and Elliot 
Hendrix of Stevens High 
School, homeschool student 
Emma Smith and Ireland 
Larsen, Melissa Rothe and 
Amanda Rothe from Douglas 
High School, Katherine Kvale 
from Bison High School and 
Wall High School’s Sierra 
Hilgenkamp as the latest Ris-

Notice 
The annual meeting of the Redwater Irrigating 

Association will be held at 2:00 P.M. on Monday, 
December 2nd 2024 at the Hospitality Room at the 
First Interstate Bank in Belle Fourche S.Dakota. 

Chase Kukuchka, Sec. 

Tri-State Museum’s November 
Family Fun Day Delights with 
Thanksgiving Foods Theme

Ryder Heitz  
news@bellefourchebeacon.com

BELLE FOURCHE-During 
the regular Butte County Com-
mission meeting held Novem-
ber 19, the conversation kept 
coming back to county road 
conditions. Public comment 
addressed frustration on many 
of the roads.
Dale Simanton began by 

telling the commissioners that 
he had received several phone 
calls complaining about the 
roads in his area. He said he 
wasn’t sure why the calls came 
to him, but he was there to 
voice the comments. He wants 
the Road Committee to drive 
the roads and see what they are 
really like. Many places are 
dangerous when vehicles meet, 
according to Simanton.
Wyatt Lesmeister spoke to the 

road conditions that he must 
travel. He said that recent main-
tenance has made it a swamp.
Later in the meeting, High-

way Superintendent Dwayne 
Heidrich explained that a crown 
had been put on the roads to 
keep them drier and make snow 

removal more efficient. 
“It works,” he said. However, 

there have been complaints 
about the process.
Redwater Road had been done 

with new gravel and grading, 
but the rain had made it “mush” 
he said. Presently, it is being re-
done. The highway department 
cannot go out when it’s raining, 
but have to wait for it to dry.
“It looks like a super-high-

way,” he said.
Simanton pointed out that the 

roads should not have a point 
and need more gravel. He did 
express kudos for what has 
been done.
“There are people who are 

not getting anything for what 
they are paying for,” conveyed 
Simanton. “There needs to be a 
balance.” 
According to Simanton, these 

people have no kids in school, 
are not getting the gravel they 
need, and seem to have no bal-
ance for what they are paying. 
Property taxes are too high, he 
affirmed.
Commissioner Karrol Herman 

said that perhaps they should 

Butte County Road Contentions be in another county that 
has more available funding. 
Property taxes pay for sheriff 
services, roads, and a myriad 
of other county services.
Herman did proclaim that 

the “highway guys deserve 
respect.” Commission Chair 
James Ager echoed her 
sentiments and said that as 
commissioners they have a 
duty to listen.
Travis Ismay mentioned 

places along Wilson Cemetery 
Road that have areas with 
damaged culverts. Heidrich 
told him the culverts were 
next on his list.
Hilary Schwab from Com-

pass Point, requested a por-
tion of the Opiod funds from 
Butte County in the amount 
of $30,000. She said the 
organization would use the 
money for purposes of having 
a stronger presence in the 
county. Compass Point is the 
home of the only medically 
monitored facility in this area.
However, the funds are al-

ready allocated to ABC, Teen 
Court, and New Dawn. State’s 
Attorney asked the commis-
sioners to wait until she meets 

with others in charge of the 
Opiod funding. Auditor Annie 
Capp said that presently the 
funds are distributed equally 
between the three entities.
The commissioners decided to 

table any decision until the next 
regular meeting.
A report on ABC and New 

Dawn showed that the climate 
is changing but conversations 
are hard. There have been 17 
overdoses in Butte County this 
year.
Capp reported on the sale of 

the county’s properties. All 
the parcels were sold above 
the appraised values bringing 
in a total of $704,943. There 

may be $5,000 for advertising 
yet to be paid. The money will 
be distributed at the December 
30 meeting when final funding is 
handled.
Director of Equalization/Plan-

ning Cristina Wilson gave an 
activity report adding that she has 
an incredible team.
The liquor license for Branding 

Iron Steakhouse & Saloon for 
On-sale and Sunday Sale was 
renewed for another year.
Auditor Capp noted that offices 

will be closed December 23 be-
cause of a State Holiday.
The next regular meeting will 

be December 3 at 9:30 a.m. at the 
County Courthouse.
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BHSU Music Department to 
Present Annual Madrigal Dinner 

THE BEACON 
SUBSCRIBE TO THE BEACON  

$52/ Year

Chamber
Special to the Beacon 

The Belle Fourche Chamber 
of Commerce had its monthly 
mixer on Nov. 21, this month it 
was hosted by Highmark Credit 
Union. 

  The mixers take place each 
month, 3rd Thursday from 4:30-
6:30PM. The public is welcome 
to check out these mixers, meet 
local businesses and Chamber 
staff and Board of Directors. 

 The next mixer will be at 
Hitching Post Tap house on 
Thursday Dec. 19th. These 
events are free to attend. 

The Chamber has brought 
back Lunch and Learns. Cur-
rently a scheduled holiday break 
from these, and returning in 
February. 

SPEARFISH, S.D. – The 
Black Hills State University Mu-
sic Department will be hosting 
their annual Madrigal Dinner 
fundraiser Dec. 5-7 at 6:30 p.m. 
in Meier Hall, with a social hour 
at 5:30 p.m.  

 The dinner will feature an 
ensemble of 16 singers who 
specialize in performing early 
Renaissance music. The singers, 
dressed in Renaissance attire, 
will portray a sixteenth-century 
king, queen, and court who have 
invited the audience to a Christ-
mas feast in the castle’s great 
hall, complete with a recorder 
ensemble, herald trumpeters, a 
murder mystery, and a post-din-
ner concert. The concert will 
include works from Renaissance 
composers Adrian Willeart, 
William Byrd, John Wilbye, 
and others. During the dinner 
portion of the evening, the court 
and court jester will present a 
program with performances of 
traditional carols, including “The 
Boar’s Head Carol,” “A Wassail 

Song,” and “Silent Night.” 
 “The Madrigal Dinner is 

a wonderful way to kick off 
the holiday season with great 
music, food, and fun while sup-
porting scholarships for BHSU 
students,” said Dr. Jonathan 
Nero, professor of music at 
BHSU. 

 The Madrigal Dinner is $60 
per plate and features roasted 
sweet potato and apple soup for 
starters, roasted turkey breast 
with apricot and cranberry pan 
sauce, apricot wild rice stuffing, 
and green beans as the main 
course, and an orange cranber-
ry bread pudding with vanilla 
creme anglaise for dessert.  

 Those interested in attend-
ing are encouraged to make 
reservations as soon as possi-
ble at BHSU.edu/Madrigal or 
by calling Katherine Kemp at 
605.642.6420, 8 a.m. - 5 p.m., 
Mon. - Fri. Please note any 
dietary needs, such as vegetar-
ian meals or nut allergies when 
making 

Belle Fourche
Chamber

Monthly Mixer

Renee Bisgaard, Broker/Owner
605-641-9242

$499,000

Must-see 5 bedroom
creekside Spearfish duplex

or single-family home
located near BHSU. Offers

lots of wildlife and the seller 
has planted many fruit trees.

$225,000

Beautiful building site with
over 1 acre in Powder House 

Pass Subdivision in Lead. 
Hiking, biking, skiing, great 

entertainment, and fine
dining all nearby.

$50,000

Very well maintained and
nice 2 bed, 2 bath mobile 

home on a rented lot in Belle 
Fourche. New exterior paint, 

central air, great place to
live with low taxes.

Located in a high- traffic 
frontage near Belle Fourche. 

Over 7 acres to have your 
animals, build a home,

or have a business.

$499,000

619 5th Ave.
Belle Fourche, SD 57717

$549,000

New Listing in Belle Fourche!
This beautiful country home
offers incredible views of the

Black Hills on the edge of
Belle Fourche. With 2 acres, 
over 3500 sq.ft., a heated

triple car garage with Co-Ray 
ceiling heat, 3 main level 
bedrooms, a large master
w/ a jacuzzi tub and a full 
unfinished basement to

create whatever you want.

The BHSU Music Department will present their annual holiday favorite Madrigal Dinner 
Fundraiser Dec. 5-7 at 6:30 p.m. in Meier Hall.  (Courtesy of Black Hills State)

19026 US Hwy 85 • Belle Fourche, SD 57717
605-892-3603 | 800-611-8796 | NehlDental.com

Center of the Nation Implant Clinic

HAPPY
THANKSGIVING

Owl Creek Organics
WILL BE OPEN EVERY SATURDAY BEFORE CHRISTMAS IN DECEMBER

COME SHOP HANDMADE LOCAL JAMS & HONEYS AS WELL AS 
CANDLES, GIFT BOXES & MORE!

DECEMBER 7TH, THERE WILL BE A CHRISTMAS MARKET
WITH LOCAL VENDORS & CREPES BEING MADE FROM 11AM - 3PM

DECEMBER
7TH, 14TH & 21ST

FROM
10AM - 6PM

The Chamber plans to do 
these events 6x per year (Feb. 
March. April, Sept. Oct. Nov.), 
collaborating with chamber 
members and local businesses. 
These events are free to attend. 

There are many holiday events 
coming up, be sure to check out 
the event schedule, Chamber 
website, Chamber Facebook page 
or call the office 605-892-2676 
for more information. 
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Belle Fourche FFA Members 
Receive Blue Jackets

Belle Fourche

Hoover held their annual pasture pitch, doubles,  horseshoe tournament on Saturday, Oct 5th. 
Winning this year was Galen Minske, Huron; and Peder Tenold, Reva. Second was Julie 
Kluck, Nisland; and Cody Haiwick, Whitewood. Courtesy Photo

State Cheer Competition

Belle Fourche, SD — To its 
owner, the FFA jacket is a phys-
ical reminder of the personal 
accomplishments achieved 
through the organization - a 
symbol of commitment and 
dedication for all who wear the 
corduroy. This fall, a record 
number of 458 South Dakota 
FFA members from 88 chap-
ters, will receive their own FFA 
jackets - carrying forward that 
long-standing tradition of pride, 
dignity, and honor. 
    Jackets were sponsored by 
various individuals through the 
SD FFA Foundation program. 
Welcome new members into 
the fabric of FFA. FFA members 
filled out the Blue Jackets Bright 
Futures FFA Jacket Program 
application, answering short 
essay questions about their FFA 
experience and goals, compet-
ing to earn their own FFA jacket 
instead of purchasing one. The 
2024 Belle Fourche recipients 
were Ambree Kirstine, Brahn-
son Brink, Breanna Wilen, 
Charleigh Silvernagel, Joshua 
Main, Kate Blair, Mikka Duna-
vant, Parker Lee, Peyton Manke, 
and McKenzie Ewalt.
    In FFA members must also 

set goals for themselves. For 
Freshman Brahnson Brink, 
his goals are “Self growth in 
leadership, being able to better 
help my peers,  and expand my 
knowledge in agriculture.”
    To each member the jacket 
means something different. For 
Freshman Ambree Kirstine, 
“Having my own jacket means 
I accomplished something that 
means so much to me.”
     When students join the 
FFA, they typically purchase or 
borrow jackets to compete in 
the many Career and Leadership 
Development Events offered 
through FFA. The jacket is their 
team “uniform” to be worn at 
all official FFA events.  The blue 
corduroy FFA jacket has been 
the status symbol of the national 
FFA organization since 1933, 
when delegates to the national 
convention voted to make the 
jacket part of the organization’s 
official attire, thus creating the 
long-standing tradition. 	
     Giving to the FFA program 
allows programs like the Blue 
Jackets Bright Futures FFA Jack-
et Program to help members, or 
the Living to Serve Grants Pro-
gram to allow chapters to better 
their community. Thank you for 
all of your support.

New Year’s Eve Teen Blast
 Christian Life Center is teaming with other churches in our community to bring 
back the New Year’s Eve Teen Blast event. The event is open to all Belle Fourche 
High School students (including home-schooled students and High School students 
from nearby communities attending Belle Fourche churches) and will be from 5:30 
pm NewYear’s Eve until 1 am New Year’s Day at  Christian Life Center, 2020 Vista 
Street in Belle Fourche.
This will be an adult-supervised, fun-filled, alcohol- and drug-free event with food, 
games, prizes, and youth ministry. Admission is $20 and registration materials 
are located at Summit Open Bible Church, 1st Baptist Church, 1st Congregational 
Church, Belle Fourche Global Methodist Church, St. James Lutheran Church, Con-
nection Church and Christian Life Center during regular office hours. If your church 
is not listed and would also like to participate, please contact Pastor Dan Carlson at 
Christian Life Center.
Contact Information:    Dan Carlson, Sr. Pastor
	   Christian Life Center Belle Fourche, SD  605-892-4767

Medicare 
advice you 
can trust
Here to help you 
with your Medicare 
decisions.

CONTACT ME TODAY

W-2022541 09/23 Y0156_WMCoopPrtAdIASDV2_C FVNR 1023

Kerbi Bowden
605-892-2306 ext 103
35 5th Ave
Belle Fourche, SD
kbowden@fedts.com

AT
PETE’S CLOTHING/HODGE BOOTERY 

THIS HOLIDAY WEEKEND AND ALL 
HOLIDAY SEASON!

GREAT DEALS
ON YOUR FAVORITE
WESTERN BRANDS!

*FREE gift wrapping*

*Special Holiday hours*

SHOP ONE,
SHOP ALL,

SHOP SMALL

500 State Street, Belle Fourche, SD  |  605-892-4773

Wyatt Lesmeister
Special to the Beacon



 

Belle Silver Lining 
Lunch Program

Every day of the week
11:00 am – 1:00pm Belle Silver Lining Senior Center; 

828 Kingsbury St  605-892-6285 
Belle Silver Lining is open so come and enjoy a different 

lunch menu everyday of the week. 
$7 suggested donation.

Belle Silver Lining 
Thrift Store

Closed Monday; Tuesday-Friday 10am-5pm; Saturday 10am-
4pm

Belle Silver Lining Senior Center 828 Kingsbury St.   
605-892-6285

 		  For your shopping pleasure. 
	 Check with the staff if you have items to donate.

AA Meetings
   Meetings are held on 

Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturdays 
  at 8pm at 806 6th Ave, Belle Fourche.

Writer’s Group
Regular Meeting: Meeting will be Saturday, at 10 AM. 

B F Public Library, 3rd Sat.as always. 
Any and all writers are invited to attend.

Meals On Wheels
Program Ongoing 

11:30am-12:30pm Monday through Friday 
1500 Mill Street • 605-723-5036
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SUBSCRIBE TO THE 
BEACON  $52/ Year

PO Box 576,   B. F.  SD 57717
www.bellefourchebeacon.com

Keith Moore

114 S. Main Ave. Ste B-4 Sioux Falls, SD 57104  605-413-3177   
 www.thedakotascout.com  

   The Dakota Scout, a journal of South Dakota politics, government and culture that features jour-
nalism from veteran reporters Jonathan Ellis and Joe Sneve. Newsletters can be sent directly to your 
inbox and you can receive the state’s top political podcast - The Scouting Report.  Look it up today.
   The Dakota Scout is a South Dakota owned, sourced and printed independent operation co-found-
ed by Ellis and Sneve. Together, they have more than 30 years of combined experience in South 
Dakota journalism that have earned them reputations as dogged reporters who’ve not lost touch with 
their neighbors’ sensibilities. Be in the Know!
   Stay on top of what’s happening at the state Capitol in Pierre with breaking news, investigative 
reporting and a constant drumbeat of information about the world around you.

 Follow on Twitter @TheDakotaScout   Follow on Facebook www.facebook.com/TheDakotaScout

Jonathan Ellis & Joe SneveCapitol Building Pierre, SD

 “The Scout at the State Capitol”

Show Up by Belle LaVenue

Now is a good time to add these school and other fine arts events to your calendars!

December 2: BFHS Band & Chorus Concert, 7 PM at the BF Rec Center Theater

December 9: BFHS/MS Jazz Concert, 7 PM at the BF Rec Center Theater

December 13-15: BFACT holiday production: The Best Christmas Pageant Ever, the Musical.

December 16: BFMS (6-8th) Chorus Concert @ the BF Rec Center Theater, 6:30 PM

December 20: Belle Fourche K-4th Grade Concert, BF Rec Center Theater, times TBA

January 20: BFMS Band Concert  @ the BF Rec Center Theater, 6:30 PM

Maybe YOU know what SHOW is UP next? Share your fine arts tidbits and upcoming events at bellelavenue@gmail.com. 
I especially love the juicy backstage dish and green room gossip! Mark your calendars, friends, so you don’t forget to Show Up!

We have many opportunities to enjoy the holidays together in our community! Belle Fourche school district brought the students and community together 
for multiple Veterans Day Programs last week, and now we can look forward to concert season in our schools. Be sure to check out upcoming Christmas pro-
grams listed below. Belle Fourche Area Community Theater is helping us all celebrate the season with their production, The Best Christmas Pageant Ever - the 
Musical! on December 13-15. La Belle Ballet & More Dance Studio will present The Nutcracker Ballet Performance on December 7th at 6 PM.(Photo A8)

BFACT is having a Christmas show this December 13-15! The Best Christmas Pageant Ever - the Musical! After two nights of auditions, directors Sharon 
Thompson, Rachel Munce and Kelsey Reid filled all the roles with these wonderful actors and singers: Ralph: Titus Thompson; Imogene: Kaeli Thompson; 
Leroy: Tyler Stratman; Claude: Cade Pearson; Ollie: Andrew Thompson; Gladys: Talia Thompson; Grace: Jay Atkins; Bob: Wes Barnhouse; Beth: Hope Ogaard; Charlie: Jace Olson; 
Alice: Rebecca Jones; Ivy: Kaya Pesicka; Elmer: Braxxton Reid; Teddy: Brux Hartman; Reverend Hopkins: Alexander Reeves; Helen: Karen Jensen; Luanne: Cadence Gallagher; Betty: 
Katharina Reeves; Connie: Jen Zoller and the Ensemble: Jeff Reason, Mike Meemken, Riley Mehlhaff, Raya Meemken, Alora Thompson, Taylor Zoller, Dante Preist, Clara Reid, Ember 
Olson, Adalyn Savory, Hope Sinke, Lucia Rodrigues, Heidi Willey, Britta Hagen, & Alexandra Huber!

Community Calendar

Wells Plumbing
 & Supplies 

605-892-2613•1700 5th Avenue
8-5 Monday-Friday

8-12 Saturday - Closed Sunday

Woodford Iowa 
yard hydrants

Winning Combination

(In stock) Model Y34 & Y12,000’ Rolls

Poly Pipe
1”, 1 1/4” 1 1/2”, & 2" in stock
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A Tribute to John Skogberg. This display was for viewing at John’s 
visitation at Leverinton Funeral home Friday the 22nd. John stepped 
in and became the Beacon’s rodeo photographer from day one and 
remained so until he was physically unable to do so. He was the 
best. He shall be always remembered and greatly missed. (John’s 
obituary is on A2.) 
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Anything Left in 
the Barrel?

 Friend   
  John 
Skogberg 
has 
returned 
home to his 
heavenly 
father. John 
volun-
teered in 
the first 

days of the creation of the Beacon 
to provide rodeo photographs for 
us. He loved the sport and knew 
how to always get the great shots.
          *           *           *
   Although I offered on several 
occassions to pay him for his ser-
vices he always refused to accept.           
       *             *            *
   Farewell until we meet again my 
friend.          
            *             *            *
   We want to remind you again 
to subscribe to the Beacon and 
get your name in the drawing for 
the food and restaurant gift card 
giveaway we are promoting. 
            *             *            *
The first drawing will be Decem-
ber 2nd.      
            *            *            *
    Since starting the Beacon 
we have delivered copies to the 
nursing home and assisted living 
centers in the community.
            *            *            *
    I do this in honor of the mem-
ory of my Great Aunt Edna who 
was in the Nursing home when I 
was a young boy delivering papers 
in Platte. She used to greet me ev-
ery Saturday morning at the front 
door of the Nursing home and was 
anxious to receive and find out 
what the latest news was. 
  It was her way of staying in 
touch with life when it was nor-
mal. I’ve always remembered that.
           *             *            *
 We do sincerely hope you will 
come to the Beacon appreciation 
and 7th anniversary party at Graps 
Saturday November 30. Birthday 
cupcakes, ice cream, and sliders 

• Sprinkler Turn Ons,
Blowouts, Repair and Installs

• Mowing • Spraying
• Small Landscaping

• Snow Removal and More

ggtlawnservice@yahoo.com
P.O. Box 327, Belle Fourche, SD

Office  605-723-1899

Serving Belle Fourche and the surrounding area for over 15 years.

221 Industrial St • Belle Fourche, SD 57717
Email: scott@ezfabricationandwelding.com

jennifer@ezfabricationandwelding.com

Contact Scott Huber / Owner
(605) 892-2220

EZ Fabrication offers a wide range of services:
Agriculture Repairs

Fabrication of Industrial Parts
Installation of various Plant Equipment

Retail Steel Dealer
Stainless Steel, Aluminum, and Cast Brazing

Mobile Welding

Shop Services include:
300 Ton Press Brake, 5ft Roll to make 

pipe, Angle Iron Roll, Tubular Roller, and a 
CNC Plasma Table

Black Hills Vision Care
“Keeping Your Future in Focus”

605-892-2020
1830 5th Avenue Belle Fourche

 
Optometrist
Dr. Heidi Nash

Opticians
Steve Jewett
December White
 

118 5th Avenue Belle Fourche, SD 57717
Phone: 605.892.2802

bcrepair2@rushmore.com
Josh Bunney, Manager

Shannon L. Rolando
Financial Advisor

1407 5th Avenue
Belle Fourche, SD 57717
Bus. 605-569-7979 • Fax 855-221-2509

shannon.rolando@edwardjones.com
edwardjones.com/shannon-rolando

Keller Williams Realty Black Hills
(605) 210-1162

email: alank@kw.com

Licensed in SD & WY
https://www.bhhomeandland.com

Alan Kindsfater 
Broker Associate

501 Grant Street Belle Fourche, SD  

start at 6pm and the Wilt Broth-
ers Band will entertain from 7-10 
pm.
           *            *            *
   The Beacon knows it pays to 
advertise. We had run an ad for 
a sports writer in the previous 
edition and received a call from 
an individual expressing interest 
in filling that role on a part time 
basis.
          *            *            *
  We have been lacking in sports 
coverage and strive to improve 
that aspect of the paper. We are 
optimistic and will keep you 
posted as it develops.
          *            *            *

Don’t eat too much turkey and 
dressing and if you do come 
dance it off Saturday night!

For more information about the We Care program,
visit www.lynnsdakotamart.com or see your local

Lynn’s Dakotamart or Lynn’s Superfoods today.

Lynn’s has given $1 MILLION back to the
communities we proudly serve in.

We humbly appreciate our loyal customers that
helped us reach this great achievement.

We will continue to make a di�erence in your communities. 

Celebrating a Milestone...

DON’T FORGET!
THE MORE RECEIPT TAPES WE GET, THE MORE

FUNDING YOUR ORGANIZATION WILL RECEIVE!

Customer Service: 440-922-5222 
Customer Service Fax: 440-922-5223
Claims: 440-922-5151 
Claims Fax: 440-922-5152

Andrea Fayville
 

Licensed Agent
Belle Fourche, SD 

701-269-8633 
fayvilleagency@outlook.com
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From A1 Monsterpiece

Graps Burgers & Brews 
7-10 PM November 30th

Appearing for your dancing & listening 
Come one come all!

Belle Fourche Beacon 7th Anniversay
Appreciation Nigtht Celebration

6 PM Sliders, Cupcakes & Ice Cream

3rd and 4th Grader’s 2024 monster creation 
stands tall in the South Park Elementary Lob-
by. Courtesy Photos

around the world,” says Pruitt. 
“We divide into two groups - 
head and body. Within those 
groups the students choose 
teams to work on a specific 
part. As the individual parts are 
finished, we start assembling 
the monster.” “GMP is so much 
fun!” says Oliver, a 3rd grade 
student in Dunavant’s class. “My 
group had to do the horns.”
Students began work in late 

September and had finished 
and submitted photos of their 
monster, lovingly named Mr. 
Moletrace Fish Megalovania, 
by Halloween in order to be 
voted on by other participants. 
In 3rd grader Brady’s opinion, 
“the GMP was fun, challenging, 
and messy! My favorite part was 
voting because different schools 
around the world made mon-
sters and we voted on which was 
the best!”
“I think the best part about 

GMP is that I get to have my 
friends working with me and 
I get to see it all come togeth-
er,” says Harmony, a 4th grade 
student in Pruitt’s class. Project 
creator Terry Smith, who has 
taught at both university and 
elementary levels, describes the 
project as “a major lesson in 

working together and learn-
ing to compromise in a group 
decision process.” Students must 
plan and work together to make 
sure each individual part - eyes, 
hair, fingernails, etc -  fits both 
the description given and their 
group’s monster. 
Despite very detailed descrip-

tions of each body part, the 
project and end result varies 
greatly by school and from year 
to year, meaning no two mon-
sters will come out the same. 
“The first year we did it 100% 
out of construction paper in 2D 
and stapled it to the wall,” says 
Pruitt. “Last year our monster 
went 3D and this year it was 
twice as tall as last year’s!” 
“One thing I learned,” says 4th 

grader Zane, “is that all mon-
sters are cool. Especially Mr. 
Moletrace Fish Megalovania. If I 
had to pick Sully from Monster’s 
Inc., Mike from Monsters Inc., 
or Mr. Moletrace, I would pick 
Mr Moletrace.”
Students among both par-

ticipating classes agreed that 
this was a very challenging but 
rewarding project to be involved 
in, but 4th grader Bradlee sums 
it up best - “Do something hard 
so you can look back and be 
proud of yourself.”

Vertical Learning classes at South Park have 
been building GMP monsters for the past 3 
years, including this entry from 2023.

Shop your local Belle Fourche
businesses and enter for a chance

to win some holiday cash!

$2,800.00
TO BE GIVEN

AWAY!!!

CENTER OF THE NATION BUSINESS ASSOCIATION

AmericInn by Wyndham
Branding Iron Steakhouse
Crossroads @ MidAmerica Travel
Dakota Lumber
Denim & Opal
Emporium 605
ET Sports
First Interstate Bank
Frontier Glass
Grossenburg Implement
Hot Shots Ice Cream & Fudge
Integrity Meats

KBFS/KYDT Dirt Road Radio
Lueder's Food Center
Nehl Dental
Pete's Clothing & Hodge Bootery
Pioneer Bank & Trust
Posy Palace
Randy's Discount Tires
Runnings
Southside Conoco
Stadium Sports Grill
Stinton Chiropractic

DRAWINGS WILL BE FRIDAY:
NOVEMBER 29th - 7 $100.00 DRAWINGS
DECEMBER 6th - 7 $100.00 DRAWINGS

DECEMBER 13th - 7 $100.00 DRAWINGS
DECEMBER 20th - 7 $100.00 DRAWINGS

Wishing you many more
healthy, happy years to come.

Love,
Your Family Members Far & Near

Doug Cole

to an all around good guy
of many talents! 

A party will
be held in

conjunction with
the Belle Fourche
Beacon Customer

and Subscriber 
Appreciation
gathering on
Saturday,

November 30th
6pm-10pm

Grap’s Burgers 
and Brews

Happy 70th Birthday

Black Hills Vision Care
“Keeping Your Future in Focus”

605-892-2020
1830 5th Avenue Belle Fourche

 
Optometrist
Dr. Heidi Nash

Opticians
Steve Jewett
December White
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Bullock Christmas Extravaganza offers 
unique shopping experience

Bullock Community
Special to the Beacon

B-1

Randy Routier joins in the laughter at the dining table as 
shoppers filter in to see all the goods at Bullock Community 
Center Christmas Extravaganza Courtesy Photo

    Eighteen vendors provided 
a wonderful shopping experi-
ence at the Bullock Community 
Christmas Extravaganza, for the 
afternoon, Sunday, November 
17. 
    The men were immediately 
attracted to the Highway 79 
Arms booth. Josh Klempel 
provided access to all kinds of 
guns, ammunition and knives 
for the men to view and buy.    
    The men and boys were 
attracted to that like bees to 
honey! 
    Linda Mae (Johnson) Birnel 
brought her beautiful Christmas 
wreaths and Christmas arrange-
ments to brighten anyone’s 
home or business. 
    Susan Nelson had such cute 
dresses and sweet western shirts 
for the kids. 
     People could pick out fabrics 
for order buying, as well. She 
also had Christmas ornaments 
which she could make with the 
shopper’s pictures.
     Rexene Till brought all kinds 
of very tasty jelly and salsa. She 
also had some cute stocking 
stuffer gifts and Christmas deco 
for around the house. 
    Amanda and Zak Njos were 
selling Zak’s amazing bowls 
made from wood and one made 
from a bowling ball! Amanda 
also had some cute Christmas 
decorations she had made. She 

picked up some customers for 
her Cowchip Creations for 
reupholstering. Her barn is 
decked out with all kinds of 
lovely gifts for Christmas and 
well worth the trip.
    Brenda Anderson (Busy 
Ewe Farm and Fibers) had 
soft beautiful scarves, shawls, 
bags made from the wool 
fibers that she spins. She also 
had amazing pelts, some curly 
wool and some with plush 
thick long fleece.
She also had freeze dried 
fruits.
Robin Humbracht was back 
with candles and scented 
wax for warmers such as the 
Scentsy warmers.
Brittany had so many interest-
ing Usborne books for kids of 
all ages. People would go and 
read a book to their kids right 
there at her booth!
Jaylie Beckman had a huge ar-
ray of pens with decorations. 
She sent refills with each pen. 
Kay Ovitz’s felted wool 
mittens disappeared like snow 
in the hot sun. She also had 
felted wool hats and an array 
of scarves. 
Heather Brixey returned with 
her fun Color Street Nails. 
Nicole, Owen and Ian Njos 
had a very interesting booth 
that featured cards made using 
Nicole’s photography. Ian 
also was selling some of his 
braided things like reins, dog 

leashes. By the time I got there, 
most of it was gone. They also 
had dehydrated foods and spices.
Elizabeth Henderson had Taste-
fully Simple spices for cash and 
carry and also an array of her very 
own fancywork and beautifully 
sewn items. 
Jacie Teller brought a sampling 
of her bakery fare. She is busily 
working on her bakery on the 
main street of Buffalo. We can 
hardly wait until she is in business 
there, but that means we might 
not get her to come back to the 
Bullock Extravaganza! She will 
be so busy in Buffalo!
The Richter contingency ex-
pressed their thanks to everyone 
who bought and donated to their 
cause of gathering up money for 
friend of the family, Ryan Beyer, 
who has inoperable brain cancer. 
Traci Routier was selling bulletins 
of coupons with the proceeds go-
ing to support the music program 
in Buffalo. People were snapping 
them up for stocking stuffers.
Jus a Lil Bit (owner Marty 
Sullivan from South Heart, ND) 
brought three tables full of hand 
sewn items.
Our newest vendor, Lydia Muller, 
offered sour dough baked goods 
and gift baskets.  
Markus Muller was this year’s 
featured artist for the Artist in 
the Corner part of the afternoon. 
He sent items he had made from 
wood. A coat rack using horse 
shoes, and a cupboard made of 

Our Internet Address: www.stongelivestock.com E-mail: stonge@rushmore.com
We appreciate your business. Call anyone of us any time if you have stock to sell. We are glad to come to your ranch.

PHONES: 1-800-249-1995 • 605-642-2200 • FAX 605-642-7628

Tim Tetrault ~ Fieldman: 605-642-9792 • 605-641-0328
Ron Frame ~ Fieldman: 307-896-6397 • 605-641-0229

Dustin Vining ~ Fieldman: 605-354-9966

Jess Cline ~ Fieldman: 307-751-8143
Ray Pepin ~ Fieldman: 605-892-5072

Tyler Escott ~ Fieldman: 406-853-5690

Doug Dietterle ~ Auctioneer
605-788-2963

RaNDy Searer ~ Auctioneer
406-480-1974

We appreciate your business. Call any one of us any time if you have stock to sell. We are glad to come to your ranch.

 ST. ONGE LIVESTOCK Now Broadcasts our Sales live on the internet at WWW.CATTLEUSA.COM

Justin Tupper ~ Cattle Yards Manager
605-680-0259 

Brooke Tupper ~ Office Mgr. 605-642-2200
Doug Dietterle ~ Auctioneer 605-788-2963

Randy Searer ~ Auctioneer 406-480-1974
Tim Tetrault ~ Fieldman: 605-642-9792 •  

605-641-0328

Ray Pepin ~ Fieldman: 605-892-5072
Tyler Escott ~ Fieldman: 406-853-5690

Scott Crowser ~ Fieldman: 605-645-2654

Casey Humble ~ Fieldman: 605-490-9829
Kelly Baker ~ Fieldman: 605-569-3007
JL Driskill  ~ Fieldman: 307-660-5422

NEWELL SHEEP YARDSNEWELL SHEEP YARDS
1-800-409-4149 • 605-456-2348 

FAX: 605-456-2436
 Barney Barnes  Sheep Yards 

Mgr. - 605-641-2333
Auctioneer: Cody Tupper  

605-569-3589

 Fieldman : Gilbert Wood  
605-456-2400 
605-641-7100

 Fieldman : Dustin Vining  
605-354-9966

2024 CATTLE SALES
Friday, December 6th – Spring Calf Special – Selling All Classes Of Cattle
Friday, December 13th – Spring Calf Special – Selling All Classes Of Cattle
Friday, December 20th – Last Sale Of 2024 – Bred Heifer & Cow Special – Selling 

All Classes Of Cattle

St Onge Livestock has a receiving station for the Gillette Area every Thursday.  It is on 
Northern Drive in Gillette.  Call Doug Miller at 307-660-0960 to let him know what is coming.  
You can unload all day every Thursday until 3 pm.  You pay receiving station fee of $3 per 
head & $2.50/cwt for trucking.  You can also call Justin Tupper at 605-680-0259 & he can let 

them know your cattle are coming also.
THE BROADUS RECEIVING STATION IS TAKING CATTLE EVERY THURSDAY FOR OUR 

SALES ON FRIDAY.  You can drop your cattle off every Thursday by 3pm. You pay receiving 
station fee of $3 per head & $2.50/cwt for trucking.  For more information, call Tyler or 

Brandy Escott at 406-421-5579 or 406-951-1666 or Justin Tupper at 605-680-0259.

Video Auction Time is Coming up very, quickly - 
If  you are considering filming your Calves or Yearlings for Fall Delivery 

Contact Us For Your Video Marketing Needs

St. Onge Livestock 
We are reps for 

SUPERIOR LIVESTOCK AUCTION
Attention to all Sheep & Goat Producers,  it is required that every Male & Female animal over the age 

of 12 months have a scrapies tag in place to sell.  These tags can be oBTained by the producer 
for FREE by calling 1-866-873-2824.  If they come to the sale barn without being tagged, you will 

be charged $4/hd for our vet to do them.  Please call us if you have any questions.

Sheep Report - Thursday, November 21, 2024
A lot of demand on the lambs this week & they sold higher
Slaughter ewes sold $10 to $20 higher
Replacement Ewes sold steady

No sale next week - Happy Thanksgiving to everyone!
Next sale - Dec. 5 - Feeder Lamb Special - Selling all classes of sheep and goatsAnimals 
should be here by 10 AM so they can be weighed before the sale
Thank you for your business! 

Replacement Ewes - sold by the head
Nelson, Larry Or Sandra Holcomb, Buffalo SD .......92 ....Yrlg ......................148 .... $235.00 
Weiss, Roger, Faith SD ...............................................10 ....Yrlg ......................157 .... $280.00 
Weiss, Roger, Faith SD ...............................................26 ....Yrlg ......................156 .... $250.00 
Bowers Ranch, Broadus MT ......................................14 ....2-3yr ....................176 .... $190.00 
Bowers Ranch, Broadus MT ......................................11 .....4-5yr ....................177 .... $180.00 
Kuhbacher, Travis Or Skyler, Alzada MT ..................76 ....5yr........................151 .... $180.00 
Feeder Lambs
Murnion, Jack, Jordan MT ..........................................388 ..Lamb ...................74 ....... $220.00 
Murnion, Jack, Jordan MT ..........................................62 ....Lamb ...................57 ....... $253.00 
White, Duane,  Circle MT ............................................92 ....Lamb ...................56 ....... $264.00 
White, Duane,  Circle MT ............................................443 ..Lamb ...................76 ....... $213.00 
Gotfredson Elm Creek Ranch, Newell SD ...............37 ....Lamb ...................58 ....... $258.00 
Gotfredson Elm Creek Ranch, Newell SD ...............178 ..Lamb ...................77 ....... $218.00 
Arledge Livestock Co Llc, Robert Lee TX ................15 ....Lamb ...................60 ....... $250.00 
Arledge Livestock Co Llc, Robert Lee TX ................65 ....Lamb ...................61 ....... $256.00 
Arledge Livestock Co Llc, Robert Lee TX ................532 ..Lamb ...................77 ....... $213.00 
Arledge Livestock Co Llc, Robert Lee TX ................306 ..Lamb ...................93 ....... $185.00 
Wendt, Jay D Or Lisa, Newell SD ..............................186 ..Lamb ...................77 ....... $211.00 
Wendt, Jay D Or Lisa, Newell SD ..............................72 ....Lamb ...................95 ....... $192.00 
Baumeister, John, Watauga SD ................................104 ..Lamb ...................73 ....... $207.00 
Baumeister, John, Watauga SD ................................41 ....Lamb ...................90 ....... $195.00 
Bowers, Tom & Carla, Broadus MT ...........................119 ..Lamb ...................93 ....... $180.00 
Ferring, Doug, Powerslake ND ..................................30 ....Lamb ...................133 .... $150.00 
King, Justin, Hammond MT ........................................17 ....Lamb ...................57 ....... $250.00 
King, Justin, Hammond MT ........................................100 ..Lamb ...................71 ....... $225.00 
Lemmel, Rick, Mud Butte SD .....................................64 ....Lamb ...................66 ....... $240.00 
Slaughter Ewes
Johnson Sheep & Cattle Llc, Belle Fourche SD......56 ....K Ewe .................161 .... $106.00 
Johnson Sheep & Cattle Llc, Belle Fourche SD......39 ....K Ewe .................185 ...... $88.00 
Johnson Sheep & Cattle Llc, Belle Fourche SD......38 ....K Ewe .................155 ...... $87.00 
Nuckolls Ranch, Hulett WY ........................................93 ....K Ewe .................144 .... $106.00 
Nuckolls Ranch, Hulett WY ........................................77 ....K Ewe .................129 ...... $87.00 
Tj Livestock & Equipment, Douglas WY ...................62 ....K Ewe .................141 .... $106.00 
Tj Livestock & Equipment, Douglas WY ...................63 ....K Ewe .................123 ...... $87.00 
Slaughter Bucks
Kuhbacher, Travis Or Skyler, Alzada MT ..................6.......Kbuck ..................247 .... $104.00 
Lemmel, Rick, Mud Butte SD .....................................3.......Kbuck ..................211 ..... $104.00

2024 SHEEP SALES
December 5th – Feeder Lamb Special – Selling All Classes Of Sheep & Goats
December 12th – Feeder Lamb & Replacment Ewe Special – Selling All Classes Of Sheep & Goats
December 19th – Regular Sale – Selling All Classes Of Sheep & Goats

Cattle Report - Friday, November 22, 2024
Market was $10 to $20 higher on light calves
$5 to $10 higher on bigger calves
Lots of demand for all sizes!

Next sales - Friday, Nov. 29- No Sale
Saturday, Nov. 30 - Annual Stock Cow & Bred Heifer Special
 - 8 AM Weighups, 12 Noon Bred Cows
 Thank you for marketing with St Onge Livestock!

Calves
Kammerer, Riley & Jimmie, Piedmont SD .109 ......Bbld ....Str ..........514 .............. $363.50 
Kammerer, Riley & Jimmie, Piedmont SD .55 ........Bbld ....Str ..........449 .............. $386.00 
Kammerer, Riley & Jimmie, Piedmont SD .96 ........Bbld ....Hfr ..........491 .............. $321.00 
Kammerer, Riley & Jimmie, Piedmont SD .42 ........Bbld ....Hfr ..........427 .............. $320.00 
2d Nice Valley Ranch, Forsyth MT ..............12 ........Bbld ....Hfr ..........495 .............. $295.00 
Anderson, Dwayne, Gillette WY ..................11.........Red ....Str ..........408 .............. $343.00 
Bird, Ken, Volborg MT....................................20 ........Blk ......Str ..........606 .............. $300.00 
Boreen Hay & Cattle, Basin WY ..................16 ........Bbld ....Str ..........617 .............. $298.50 
Boreen Hay & Cattle, Basin WY ..................12 ........Bbld ....Hfr ..........529 .............. $287.00 
Cahoon, Jeanette Or Dan, Sonnette MT ...43 ........Bbld ....Str ..........629 .............. $296.00 
Cahoon, Jeanette Or Dan, Sonnette MT ...14 ........B/R .....Str ..........552 .............. $315.00 
Clarys, Richard, Olive MT .............................42 ........Blk ......Hfr ..........522 .............. $289.50 
Crago, Cooper, Belle Fourche SD ...............13 ........Blk ......Str ..........425 .............. $315.00 
Crump Land & Livestock, Gillette WY .........15 ........Red ....Str ..........508 .............. $325.00 
Daly Livestock, Gillette WY ...........................14 ........B/R .....Str ..........409 .............. $407.50 
Daly Livestock, Gillette WY ...........................48 ........B/R .....Str ..........347 .............. $475.00 
Double H Ranch, Ashland MT .....................39 ........Bbld ....Str ..........582 .............. $319.50 
Double H Ranch, Ashland MT .....................11.........Blk ......Str ..........445 .............. $347.50 
Garman, Jason L, Alzada MT ......................52 ........Bbld ....Str ..........564 .............. $324.00 
Garman, Jason L, Alzada MT ......................23 ........Bbld ....Str ..........468 .............. $364.00 
Garman, Jason L, Alzada MT ......................58 ........Bbld ....Hfr ..........506 .............. $310.00 
Garman, Jason L, Alzada MT ......................16 ........Bbld ....Hfr ..........415 .............. $362.00 
Gaskill, C J, Volborg MT ................................16 ........Blk ......Str ..........574 .............. $312.00 
Gaskill, C J, Volborg MT ................................59 ........B/R .....Str ..........689 .............. $281.50 
Gorman, Brent, Gillette WY ..........................19 ........Blk ......Str ..........517 .............. $345.00 
Gorman, Brent, Gillette WY ..........................20 ........Bbld ....Hfr ..........478 .............. $317.00 
Graham Mt Ranch Inc, Broadus MT ...........10 ........Blk ......Hfr ..........348 .............. $372.50 
Grubbs, Maureen, Upton WY ......................55 ........Bbld ....Str ..........575 .............. $318.00 
Grubbs, Maureen, Upton WY ......................22 ........Blk ......Hfr ..........558 .............. $283.00 
Grubbs, Maureen, Upton WY ......................10 ........Blk ......Hfr ..........476 .............. $317.00 
Handran, James & Lois, Gillette WY ...........19 ........Bbld ....Str ..........616 .............. $301.00 
Handran, James & Lois, Gillette WY ...........15 ........Blk ......Hfr ..........545 .............. $289.00 
Hendrickson, Roy, Caputa SD .....................24 ........Bbld ....Str ..........539 .............. $336.00 
Home Creek Cattle , Ashland MT ................26 ........Blk ......Str ..........529 .............. $342.00 
Home Creek Cattle , Ashland MT ................18 ........Blk ......Str ..........436 .............. $386.00 
Home Creek Cattle , Ashland MT ................29 ........Blk ......Hfr ..........477 .............. $316.00 
Kammerer, Elliot, Piedmont SD ...................15 ........Bbld ....Str ..........517 .............. $296.00 
Nuckolls Ranch, Hulett WY ..........................20 ........Blk ......Hfr ..........836 .............. $242.50 
Nuckolls Ranch, Hulett WY ..........................12 ........Blk ......Hfr ..........667 .............. $266.50 
Paulsen, Mitch Or Mitchell, Custer SD ........40 ........B/R .....Str ..........529 .............. $346.00 
Paulsen, Mitch Or Mitchell, Custer SD ........21 ........Bbld ....Hfr ..........550 .............. $289.00 
Paulsen, Mitch Or Mitchell, Custer SD ........11.........Bbld ....Hfr ..........444 .............. $319.00 
Rice Ranch Inc, Ten Sleep WY ....................25 ........Red ....Str ..........475 .............. $331.00 
Rice Ranch Inc, Ten Sleep WY ....................56 ........Red ....Hfr ..........461 .............. $323.00 
Riesland Ranch, Broadus MT ......................21 ........Bbld ....Hfr ..........516 .............. $304.00 
Riesland Ranch, Broadus MT ......................19 ........Bbld ....Hfr ..........419 .............. $347.50 
Roush, Darell R, Recluse WY ......................53 ........Bbld ....Str ..........581 .............. $318.00 
Roush, Darell R, Recluse WY ......................18 ........Bbld ....Str ..........489 .............. $349.50 
Roush, Darell R, Recluse WY ......................29 ........Blk ......Hfr ..........489 .............. $315.00 
Sabo, Wyatt, Reva SD ..................................11.........B/R .....Str ..........608 .............. $300.00 
Schulz, Dana Or Krysti, Piedmont SD ........13 ........Blk ......Str ..........563 .............. $313.00 
Schulz, Dana Or Krysti, Piedmont SD ........15 ........Blk ......Hfr ..........526 .............. $292.00 
Sedgwick, Seth, Ekalaka MT .......................10 ........Blk ......Str ..........471 .............. $348.00 
Shepperson, Bob J & Julie G, Upton WY ..104 ......B/R .....Str ..........530 .............. $333.00 
Shepperson, Bob J & Julie G, Upton WY ..34 ........B/R .....Str ..........442 .............. $360.00 
Shepperson, Bob J & Julie G, Upton WY ..14 ........Blk ......Hfr ..........394 .............. $357.00 
Spear E Ranch, Olive MT .............................18 ........Blk ......Str ..........674 .............. $285.50 
Spear E Ranch, Olive MT .............................42 ........Blk ......Str ..........590 .............. $310.00 
Spear E Ranch, Olive MT .............................17 ........Blk ......Hfr ..........537 .............. $289.00 
Spear E Ranch, Olive MT .............................10 ........Blk ......Hfr ..........455 .............. $300.00 
Stacy, Vergil Or Karen, Aladdin WY .............15 ........Blk ......Str ..........633 .............. $291.50 
Stacy, Vergil Or Karen, Aladdin WY .............22 ........Blk ......Hfr ..........600 .............. $282.00 
Wilson, Calvin & Roxie, Busby MT ..............19 ........Bbld ....Str ..........756 .............. $263.00 
Wilson, Calvin & Roxie, Busby MT ..............48 ........Bbld ....Str ..........529 .............. $344.50 
Wilson, Calvin & Roxie, Busby MT ..............20 ........Blk ......Str ..........898 .............. $246.00 
Wilson, Calvin & Roxie, Busby MT ..............68 ........B/R .....Str ..........631 .............. $297.75 
Wilson, Calvin & Roxie, Busby MT ..............16 ........B/R .....Str ..........400 .............. $407.50

NEWELL SHEEP YARDS
NO SALE - Thursday, November 28, 2024

Wishing everyone a safe and happy 
Thanksgiving!

Thursday, December 5, 2024
Feeder Lamb Special 1:00 PM

Please have animals in by 10:00 AM
So they can all be weighed before the sale!

Saturday, November 30, 2024
Annual Thanksgiving Bred Heifer & Stock Cow Special

8:00 AM -- Weigh Ups   12 Noon - Bred Cows & Pairs
Bred Heifers
Shy Cattle Co -- 140 Blk Hfrs -- A-I Bred Lbw Stevenson Bulls Sorted In 3 

Groups Starting 2/15
J 2 Bar Land Cattle -- 118 Blk Bred Hfrs -- Bred Lbw Vermillion And Mcdonnell 

Bulls --3/15 For 30 Days
 - 32 Blk Bred Hfrs – 4/15 For 30 Days
Brownfield Ranch -- 80 Blk & F-1 Hfrs -- Bred Lbw Blk -- 3/20 
Rick Neiman -- 55 Blk Hfrs -- Bred Lbw Blk Angus -- 6/1 -- 2 21 Day Cycles
Don Hamm -- 50 Blk Hfrs -- Bred Lbw Blk -- 3/15 -- 30 Days 
Snyder Ranch -- 45 Blk Hfrs -- 1000# -- Bred Lbw Blk -- 3/28 For 15 Days
Keaton Schaffer -- 44 Blk Hfrs -- A-I Bred Blk In 3 Groups Starting 3/1
Lazy HD -- 14 Blk Hfrs -- Ai 2/24, Bull 3/05 -- 50 Day 
Darrell Steffes -- 6 Blk Hfrs -- 1100# -- Bred Blk -- 4/20 For 30 Days
Dispersions
Scott Phillips -- 260 3-9 Yr Old Cows -- Bred Grandview Bulls -- 4/1 
Jim Tetrault -- 230 Blk 3 Yr To Broken Cows -- Bred Blk Sim Angus -- 3/15
 - 50 Blk Hfrs -- 1000# -- Bred Iron Mt Angus -- 3/1 -- Home Raised 
Donna Gantz -- 30 Blk 3 Yr Old Cows -- Bred Bar 69 Angus Bulls -- 3/10 For 55 

Days - Home Raised
Bred Cows
Steve Stoddard -- 275 Blk Solid To Short Term Cows -- Bred Blk Sim -- 3/20
Dean Rassmussen – 150 Blk Solid To Short Term Cows Bred Blk – 4/01
Dave Davenport -- 60 Blk 4 & 5 Yr Old Cows -- Bred Blk Or Herf -- 3/25 For 45 Days
 - 40 Blk 8 & 9 Yr Old Cows -- Bred Blk Or Herf -- 3/25 For 45 Days  
Rich & Sherry Kokesh -- 70 Blk Solid To Broken Cows -- Bred Blk Angus -- 4/5
Heart H Partnership -- 60 Blk Solid To Short Term Cows -- Bred Blk -- 4/1
Open 8 Ranch -- 50 Blk 3 Yr To St Cows -- Bred Blk Angus Sim Bulls -- 3/20 

For 60 Days -- Home Raised 
Crago Land & Livestock -- 50 Blk & Bldy 4 Yr To St Cows -- Bred Blk -- 4/10 
Adam Warner -- 50 Blk 3 Yr Old Cows -- Bred Jorgenson Blk Bulls -- 3/5 For 

55 Days
Cody Steinbrecher -- 35 2 To 5 Yr Old Blk Cows -- Bred Blk -- 4/15 For 45 Days 
Charles & Rosalie Tennis -- 35 Mostly Blk & Bldy Mostly St Cows – Bred Blk 

-- 3/1 For 50 Days 
Reder Cattle Co -- 35 Blk 3 Yr To Short Term -- Bred Blk Or Char -- 3/15
Tom Riggs -- 30 Blk Short Term Cows -- Bred Blk -- 3/16
Jeff Plucker -- 28 Blk 3 Yr Old Cows -- Bred Blk -- 3/10 For 50 Days 
Darrell Steffes -- 10 Blk Mixed Age Cows -- Bred Blk -- 4/1
Duane Richards -- 10 Red Angus Short Term Cows -- Bred Red Angus -- 4/1
Lazy HD -- 6 Mixed Age Cows -- Bred Blk -- 3/1 

Plus more by sale time!

wood and corrugated metal were 
two of the most popular items. 
They were for sale, also. 
It was a very busy afternoon.    
   The hall served chili, chicken 
noodle soup (with home-made 
noodles) and potato soup all 
afternoon. It was a party! 
   A big thank you going out 
to all who made the Bullock 
Christmas Extravaganza such 

a success. The vendors offered 
great quality and wonderful 
variety of products much to the 
delight of the crowd of buyers. 
Those stopping in for lunch were 
treated to homemade soups and 
chili and all the fixin’s.
Thanks again for a wonderful 
day!

Bullock Community Center
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Aaron: 605-645-0422  |  Mitch: 605-892-5561

11363 US Hwy 212 • Belle Fourche, SD 57717
605-892-2230

WWW.LINDSKOVIMP.COM

New Kubota SVL65-2

$920/mo (WAC, taxes not incl.)
4 years of warranty

Open: Monday - Friday 7:30am-6pm
307 US HWY 85  •  Bu�alo, SD 57720  •  605-375-3767

www.bu�aloranchsupply.com

We have
restocked

our hydraulic
cattle chutes

at
Bu�alo Ranch

Supply.

CALL FOR 
PRICING 
TODAY!Badlands 

National Park 
Named #1 U.S. 
Destination to 
Visit in 2025 
on Fodor’s 

Travel Annual 
“Go List” 

•25+ years experience
•Now serving the Northern Black Hills

•Flatwork •Walls •Additions
•Mini Excavator Work

www.nadigconcrete.com

T T

&

C

T & T Construction

Tom Kinter
Serving the Tri-State Area Since 1990

1200 Elkhorn St.   Belle Fourche, SD 57717
O�ce: (605) 568-0268  Cell: (605) 569-0718

No Job is Too Big or Too Small

General Contractor

•Additions        
                      •Roo�ng/Siding

                               •Remodeling    
                                                                                                         •All Phases of Construction                                    

GARAGE DOORS

Free
Estimates

Belle
Fourche

Sales / Installation / Service / Residential / Commercial
Need a new door? Old door need repair? Call:

605-569-2397

Pancake Supper Bene�t

SEPTIC SYSTEMS - BASEMENTS - DUMP TRUCK

BENJAMIN CHENEY
605-569-6151

No job too small!
REDWATEREXCAVATING@NORCELL.US

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED - FREE ESTIMATES!

PIERRE, S.D. – Fodor’s Travel 
has named Badlands National 
Park as the #1 destination to 
visit in the United States on their 
coveted “Go List.”
    The annual editorial list 
recommends the top 25 locations 
worldwide to visit in 2025. 
    South Dakota was one of only 
five U.S. destinations featured, 
with Badlands National Park 
securing the top spot for its “un-
paralleled beauty” and acclaim as 
one of the most “awe-inspiring” 
national parks in the country. 
   This year’s “Go List” focused 
on alternatives to overcrowd-
ed cities and sites. “For 2025, 
we want travel to return to an 
instrument of joy. A break from 
the stress of the everyday. A 
change of scenery that inspires us 
to unwind, recharge, and gain a 
fresh perspective,” stated Fodor’s 
editorial team. While many of 
the featured destinations on this 
year’s list are off the beaten path, 
“they’re primed for new adven-
tures.” 
    Fodor’s Travel calls out iconic-
Badlands National Park elements 
such as the 30-mile Badlands 
Loop Scenic Byway, wildlife 
viewing, rich fossil beds, and 
otherworldly rock formations. For 
an insider tip, the editorial team 
recommends stargazing activities 
including the night sky viewing 
between Memorial Day and La-
bor Day or a visit during the Bad-
lands Astronomy Festival in July. 
Rapid City is specifically noted 
as an excellent base from which 
to explore the Badlands National 
Park, particularly considering its 
“recent culinary explosion,” with 
local businesses Tandoor Bocado, 
Ma Cualli, Grounded Coffee Co., 
and The Sour contributing to the 
city’s alluring food and beverage 
scene.
    Fodor’s Travel is an interna-
tional consumer and travel pub-
lication reaching more than 1.8 
million unique monthly visitors 
with its website.
    For more inspiration and travel 
planning resources, visit Travel-
SouthDakota.com.
The South Dakota Department 
of Tourism is comprised of 
Travel South Dakota and the 
South Dakota Arts Council. The 
department is led by Sec. James 
D. Hagen.

Scott Peterson Sales
Quality Used Equipment 

Scott: 605- 641-7268 | Ken: 605-641-6466

'03 Fontaine 
Step Deck
53'x102"

Spread Axle

‘70 GMC
19’ Box & Hoist

Roll Tarp

‘79 MF 4880
5729 Hours
Super Clean

'16 
Haybuster-CMF1150, 

710 cu. ft. 2 
76”screws, Digi Star 

Scale, Like New! 

‘08 Merritt 53x102
Air ride

Spread axle
Very good �oors

Fresh DOT

‘Meridian SLMD12-85
12"X 85'
Hyd lift

Electric swing hopper 
w/remote

Excellent condition

$8,750$8,750
 $29,000

‘23 Mahindra 8100
125 Hours

100 HP
Warranty

$17,900 $21,500$21,500 $41,900

Email: mickart@mickharrison.com  
www.MickHarrison.com 

Mailing Address:
Mick Harrison Paintings

PO Box 457 Belle Fourche, SD 57717

Nightlife on the ranch is different than nightlife on the town.

Mick
Harrison

Saturday Nightlife
Oil

www.blackhillsequipmentrentals.com

2940 Aspen Drive • Spear�sh, SD 57783

605-641-9388
Black Hills Equipment Rentals 

Sales and Service

Come check out our service department where we
service all makes and models of equipment.

NO JOB IS TOO BIG
OR TOO SMALL!



By KAREN ODELLBy KAREN ODELL

“A Thing of Beauty is
 a Joy Forever!”

I knelt on the car-
pet next to her easy 
chair. She held the 
round frame in her 
hands and guided me 
as I pushed the needle 
through the white 
fabric. “You can do 
it. You just need to 
keep trying.” Mom 
had demonstrated 
the basic embroi-
dery stitches on the flour sack 
dish towel. She had ironed on 
a simple design, a rose with 
leaves. Her metal hoop circled 
the image and held it tight. My 
learning stitches were crooked 
and uneven, but the red flower 
began to stand out, a pretty 
decoration on the bottom of the 
towel.

	 She called it her “fancy 
work.” Embroidery and crochet. 
There was always a project 
waiting for our mother when 
she sat in her chair at the end of 
the day.

	 The dime store carried 
plenty of plain cotton towels 
and iron-on patterns. Mom 
embroidered days-of-the-week 
dish towels with puppies, birds 
or fruit. It didn’t take long for a 
set of seven to be ready for an 
upcoming shower gift.

	 Lee Wards and 
Herrschners catalogs were like 
Wish Books for Mom. She 
would page through and mark 
her favorites. Ultimately, the 
finished projects became gifts 
for family and friends.

	 Embroidered pillow 
cases made a special wedding 
gift, especially if a lovely 
crocheted edging fanned out 
next to the floral bouquet or 
sleeping kittens that sparkled 
on the starched, ironed cases. 
Fabric scraps sewn into squares 
made handy potholders, but 
they needed something pretty 
stitched on. 

Mother’s sisters also loved 
their crafts. Every year Aunt Ju-
lia tucked a pretty hanky in my 
birthday card. One was a sheer 
white linen on which she had 
embroidered tiny white flowers. 
A half-inch edge of crocheted 
turquoise lace surrounded the 
delicate square.

Aprons were everyday 
necessities. Of course, women 
sewed their own, but they also 
made them to give away. Mom 
would scan through issues of 
Work Basket magazine for 
cross-stitch patterns to add a 
charming trim to the hems and 
pockets of gingham aprons.

Most of these homemade 
items were basic garments or 
household necessities. Almost 
all were doomed for stains, 
sweat, grime, cooking burns 
and fading from many wash-
ings. But for some reason, it 
was important to those women 
to make things pretty. Why? 
Was it because they had lived 
through the Great Depression 

and World War II? The 
rationing, the sad-
ness, the worry? That 
somehow creating 
something beautiful 
made a lasting, tangi-
ble symbol of love and 
joy?

For decades, Mom 
continued to em-
broider, crochet and 
give. Then one day, 

more than 40 years after she 
had patiently taught me those 
first embroidery stitches, my 
daughter and I stood next to her 
hospital bed. Her speech was 
impaired and her right hand no 
longer worked.

“I wonder if I can still do my 
fancy work.” She tried to turn 
her head to the white bundle of 
fabric on the bedside table. I 
reached for the flour sack dish 
towel, bound in the familiar 
round hoop. A little hen, sur-
rounded by baby chicks waited 
to be filled with color. I held 
the hoop so she could reach the 
threaded needle. I prayed. With 
one shaking hand she took a 
stitch.

“You can do it, Mom. You 
just have to keep trying.”

She did. She recovered from 
the stroke and her loving hands 
went on to create more beau-
tiful things. I wonder if she 
knew how much joy they would 
bring her family. I wonder if 
she knew we will treasure them 
forever.

More Beautiful Memories
All of the stories from Krue-

mpel’s previous columns have 
been published. Those four 
books, along with her histori-
cal fiction series, “Promises to 
Keep,” are available on Ama-
zon. All make excellent gifts. 
Contact the author at deannk-
ruempelauthor@gmail.com.

 

CANDLES AND MIRRORS #7
By DeAnn Kruempel
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Looking Back from 9-92020

 The railroad bridge, west of Masons/Sunny’s 

by Mary Buchholz

Shields is to be commended for 
his foresight in starting this new 
enterprise and every encour-
agement should be given him 
by any one in the city or nearby 
who is in need of brick for 
building purposes. 

SUGAR FACTORY LOOMS 
IN SIGHT Encouraging Word 
From the Holly Corporation 
Stirs Up Renewed Activity in 
This Section 

The chances for a sugar 
factory in the Belle Fourche 
valley are gradually growing 
brighter, and with a concert-
ed effort on the part of those 
interested – and that means 
every citizen in Butte county 
– there is a very good prospect 
that the Holly corporation will 
construct factory in this valley 
in time to handle next year’s 
beet crop.  T. S. Overpeck, 
representing the sugar factory 
committee of the Belle Fourche 
Commercial club, returned 
last Thursday from Colorado 
Springs Colo., where he had 
been in conference with Presi-
dent Carlton and other officials 
of the Holly corporation, and 
the information brought back 
was the most encouraging of 
any yet received. Mr. Carlton 
said his organization was ready 
to build a factory in the Belle 
Fourche valley in 1925, if he 
was guaranteed 8,000 acres of 
beets. Of course, in order to get 
the required acreage, a number 
of obstacles must be overcome.              

         75 years ago 
 Belle Fourche Daily Post                
      December 1, 1949
Round-Up Field to Be Sod-

ded For Grid Matches   The 
Belle Fourche independeBelle 
Fourche high school gridaters 
are going to have a sodded field 
on which to play football.  That 
was indicated yesterday after 
the Tri-State Fair and Sales As-
sociation, parent organization of 
the Black Hills Round-Up, had 
agreed to make changes in the 
arena and to permit sodding of 
the field.  Association members 
met with school board officials 
Monday night and agreed to the 
arrangement.  Work already has 
started on the project. Fertil-
izer was spread on the ground 
Tuesday, and preparations made 
to flowing the field this week.  
Officials hope to seed some 
grass this fall.  The change will 
entail moving the track fence on 
the south side and moving the 
small bleachers on the opposite 
side of the field to provide the 
proper clearance. At present, 
the playing field overlaps onto 
the race track. The field will 
be moved slightly to avoid this 
situation.  Round-Up Secretary 
J. F. Koller says that during the 
rodeo season the arena will be 
covered with a light layer of 
sand to provide footing for the 
horses. After the Round-Up, 
the sand will be scraped off, the 
grass watered and a sod field 
will be available for the football 
season. This system has been 
successfully used at several 
points in Colorado, Koller says.  
Break-Ins Reported at Camp 
Crook, Belle Tuesday Night-
Loss of almost $300 in two 
burglaries, two other break-ins 

Looking Back in Belle
Looking Back In Belle  -- These articles come from newpaper microfilm from the Belle 

Fourche Public library, using a new microfilm reader and printer.  The photographs are 
from the Tri-State Museum. 

125 years ago
THE TIMES

   November 30,  1899
TWO GIRLS’ SAD PLIGHT 

Are Lured Into Houses of Ill 
Fame – One Unable to Return 
Home    Lead, S. D., Nov. 
28 – A sad story has come to 
light through the police.  A few 
months ago two girls about 
16 years of age, who were of 
good parents in Chicago, were 
induced to come to Deadwood 
by a woman with thepromi-
se that they could increase 
their income considerably over 
anything they could get at the 
home. Their parents were poor 
and the lurid inducement hedl 
out by the woman overcame-
any misgivings of the girls or 
their parents and about three 
months ago the women arrived 
at Deadwood in charge of the 
two young women. The girls 
were taken to one of the resorst 
of that city and were gradually 
initiated into the vice of the 
place. Onegirl received mnay-
from her brother andescaped 
back to Chicago, where she told 
her parents of her companiion 
about her fate. The parents were 
distracted with grief, but were 
unable to send money for her 
fare to get their daughter home. 
The woman who entirced the 
girl to Deadwood threatened 
them that they would betaken 
to the reform school of the state 
unless they remained under the 
shelter of her home. The second 
girlfially ran away and came 
to this city, where she entered 
another house.  She was disco-
vered by the police, to whom 
she told, in tears, her pitiful 
story and begged to be sent 
home to her parents.  Chief of 
Police Green took the girl to his 
own home and a paper is being 
circulated among the people of 
the city for contributing to her 
to Chicago.          

             100 years   
     The Northwest Post    
December 4, 1924
NEWS ITEMS OF THE 

WEEK  A new industry which 
has been started in Belle 
Fourche within the past two 
months, is apparently on the 
road to success and promises to 
be one which will aid not a little 
in the prosperity of the town, 
and that is the new brick yard 
which F. E. Shields has located 
west of the C. & N. W. railroad 
bridge. Mr. Shields is an old 
hand at the business, having 
for many years superintended a 
large brick yard near Chicago.  
He thinks the clay and shale 
found hereabouts are excellent 
material for making good hard 
brick and since he first began 
operations has make and burned 
30,000 of the excellent building 
material.  They will be ready 
to market within a week or ten 
days, one car load going to 
Newell, several thousands to 
St. Onge, and the balance here 
and to other points. In fact it is 
thought doubtful if the present 
output will supply the demand. 
No more can be manufactured 
this winter, because of the cold 
weather, but new machinery 
will be added and preparations 
made for spring work.  Mr. 

Wells Plumbing
& Supplies 

8-5 Monday-Friday
8-12 Saturday
Closed Sunday

We still have Watts 
XtraFlo Top Entry 
Valves on hand, 
and have added

a new line of
Topaz High Flow

Valves!
Pressure ranges

5psi-100 psi &
4psi-175psi

605-892-2613
1700 5th Avenue

Wells employee
Andrew Jackson

shows valves
Wellsplumbingsupply@rushmore.com

and several minor thefts have 
been reported in the area during 
the past few days. Latest devel-
opment were two break-ins in 
Belle Fourche Tuesday night 
and the theft of an estimated 
$150 from a safe in the Corner 
Bar at Camp Crook sometime 
early Wednesday morning.  
This followed a break-in at 
the Richards’ Conoco Service 
Station here Friday night and 
the resultant theft of $150 in 
cash.  Police Chief Floyd Short 
reported that no property is 
missing, but that attempt was 
made Tuesday night to break 
into the Ranger Bowling Alley 
and the Tri-State Café.  Short 
said someone had broken the 
glass near the door lock in both 
cases and attempted to open 
the door by reaching thur the 
broken glass and unbolting the 
lock.  However, the intruders 
were unable to work the lock at 
the Tri-State Café, and although 
the bowling alley door was 
unlatched, Jack Brooker, the op-
erator, could fine nothing but a 
plastic cigarette lighter missing, 
although there was some cash 
on hand. At Camp Crook, some-
one broke the front door lock 
on the Corner Bar, operated by 
Harvey Gaines, sometime after 
midnight Tuesday.  Mrs. Gaines 
said the thief then pried open 
the safe and was reported to 
have stolen an estimated $150. 
Added to this have been several 
minor thefts, such as the disap-
pearance of some tools from an 
overturned truck near Colony, 
theft of some clothes on a line 
at the home of Bertha Baird 
here, and the disappearance of 
an oil heater belonging to Lester 
Hoeye, Belle Fourche.            

            50 years ago
 Belle Fourche Daily Post   
      December 3, 1974
Belle-Spearfish Join in Bid 

for High School Rodeo   The 
Belle Fourche Chamber of 
Commerce announced Monday 
that Chambers from Spearfish 
and Belle Fourche have made 
a joint bid for the 1978 Na-
tional High School Rodeo.  If 
the bid is successful, the rodeo 
would be held at the Black Hills 
Roundup arena.  A delegation 
consisting of Ed Denham, 
Gary and Joyce Greenwalt, 
Dan and Susan Hodge of Belle 
Fourche along with Ray Filder 
and Bernie Boehm, Spearfish 
went to Pierre Nov. 24 to meet 
with the South Dakota High 
School Rodeo Association 
board of directors to make a 
presentation on behalf of both 
communities. “We would like 
to have the moral support of all 
Belle Fourche individuals and 
organizations in this venture,” 
said Belle Fourche Chamber 
officials. “Please stop in at the 
Chamber office or send a letter 
or resolutions to use expressing 
your support. We are not asking 
for financial support, just moral 
support, and – if we should be 
selected as a host city- man-
power.”  

Light & Medium
Towing & Recovery

John M. Tracy
605.641.5194
Fax 605.723.0067

Locations in Belle Fourche and Spearfish | Serving the Tri-State Area

24 HOUR
Jump Starts

Roadside Assistance
Lockouts
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SUBSCRIBE TO THE BEACON
$52 online or local

www.bellefourchebeacon.com
PO Box 576, Belle Fourche, SD 57717

B-4

10979 US Highway 85 Belle Fourche (605) 892-2503

 Christmas is Coming, You might be surprised

Prime Rib every Friday &
Saturday ready at 5:00!

Daily Drink Specials

Coldest beer in town

Full bar and wine list

High quality beef and 
chicken
Full service catering
Restaurant with seating 
for 110
Event equipment rental

2111 5th Ave Belle Fourche, SD 57717
(605) 892-2120

Phil Kissack
Registered Representative

216 Main St.
Bu�alo, SD 57720

605-375-3322

www.bu�alohardwarestore.com

Shaine’s
Riddle of the Week:

Answer:
Because of their fowl language.

M-F 7:30am-6pm • Saturday 8am-5pm 
Closed Sunday

facebook.com/bu�alohardwarestore

Follow us on Facebook
for biweekly auctions!

Why did the pheasant, duck, turkey,
and goose get into trouble?

              • Total Spine & Joint Health 
                      • Foot Levelers Custom Orthitics
                                     • DOT Physicals 
                                           • Sports and Work Physicals
  • Most Insurance Accepted •

Doug Larson,DC •••• Cory Whalen,DC 

605-723-5952

OLD HICKORY SHEDS
19060 US HWY 85

BELLE FOURCHE, SD

PINE'S EDGE MINI BARNS LLCPINE'S EDGE MINI BARNS LLCPINE'S EDGE MINI BARNS LLCPINE'S EDGE MINI BARNS LLCPINE'S EDGE MINI BARNS LLCPINE'S EDGE MINI BARNS LLCPINE'S EDGE MINI BARNS LLCPINE'S EDGE MINI BARNS LLCPINE'S EDGE MINI BARNS LLCPINE'S EDGE MINI BARNS LLCPINE'S EDGE MINI BARNS LLCPINE'S EDGE MINI BARNS LLCPINE'S EDGE MINI BARNS LLCPINE'S EDGE MINI BARNS LLCPINE'S EDGE MINI BARNS LLCPINE'S EDGE MINI BARNS LLCPINE'S EDGE MINI BARNS LLCPINE'S EDGE MINI BARNS LLCPINE'S EDGE MINI BARNS LLCPINE'S EDGE MINI BARNS LLCPINE'S EDGE MINI BARNS LLCPINE'S EDGE MINI BARNS LLC

CLOSED TUESDAYS

Can you believe it?
We are in November!  

See what we have 
for the Holidays  

Many Styles to Chose Fr�

Need convenient Storage?
Ask about discounts!

C
H
I
R
O
P

R
A
C
T
I
C

Shawn D. Stinton, D.C.
Stinton Chiropractic Clinic, P.C.

517 Grant Street
Belle Fourche, SD 57717
(605) 892-4909

“Consider chiropractic care first.”

• First drawing to be held December 2nd •

40 5th Ave.
Belle Fourche, SD

605-892-6375

Gift
Card

1824 5th Ave.
Belle Fourche, SD

605-892-2671

19079 US-85
Belle Fourche, SD

605-892-2503

518 National St.
Belle Fourche, SD

605-568-0121

600 National St.
Belle Fourche, SD

605-892-4330

16 N 5th Ave.
Belle Fourche, SD

605-892-2270

IRRIGATION PROS

SPRINKLER SYSTEMS
AND LANDSCAPING

Fast, Friendly Service!
DOUGLAS PETRE

605.580.1807

FREE ESTIMATES
•Sprinkler Systems
   Installation &
   Maintainence
•Landscaping
•Retaining Walls 

PO Box 721
Belle Fourche SD, 57717

DirtWorks@norcell.us

TOP QUALITY
ALFALFA HAY
FOR SALE

APPROX. 850# 3X3X8 SQUARES

Call: 605-645-7484 or 605-645-7571



Robbi Longbrake
news@bellefourchebeacon.com

Lamb Contd. C2
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Free Lamb Cooking Class Offered

“Serving the tri-State area Since 1935”

“The Cattlemen’s Market - Where buyers & sellers come together with confidence!”

P.O Box 126 • Belle Fourche,  SD 57717 • www.bellefourchelivestock.com

Toll Free: 800-894-8684

Office: 605-892-2655

Fax: 605-892-3142

BAXTER & SKYLER ANDERS

 – OWNERS – 

605-685-4862

OFFICE - 605-892-2655

JADE HARPER
Auctioneer: 605-515-0337

COLLIN GIBBS 
Auctioneer: 406-939-0645

DAN PIROUTEK
Market Rep: 605-544-3316 

SHANE MOKE - 605-641-7961

TYLER GAER - 605-222-9513

JOHN HENERY BEARDSLEY -  

406-853-4938

BRETT LOUGHLIN - 605-210-0615

MIKE GREENOUGH - 307-620-2597

BEN GREENOUGH - 307-620-5553

FIELDMEN

SCOTT ANDERSON - 406-351-1844

RILEY LESH - 406-697-0573

TREVOR GARMAN - 605-892-5972

UPCOMING SALE SCHEDULE
December 12, 2024 ........ FEEDER CATTLE & WEIGH UP SPECIAL – WEIGH  

.......................................... UPS @ 10 AM MT, FEEDERS @ 12MT

December 19, 2024 ........ CHRISTMAS CLASSIC STOCK COW & BRED HFR  

.......................................... SPECIAL (SELLING ALL CLASSES) – WEIGH UPS @  

.......................................... 9 AM MT, BRED CATTLE @ 12 PM MT

Market Report - Thursday, November 21, 2024
THANK YOU FOR YOUR BUSINESS!

RECEIVING STATIONS

Broadus,MT 
Rod Schaffer  
406-672-5546

Lodge Grass,MT 
Justin Hecker  
307-752-3718

Ekalaka,MT 
Riley Lesh 

406-697-0573 
Brett Loughlin 
605-210-0615
Forsyth,MT 
Scott Anderson  
406-351-1844

Jordan,MT 
Jason Bollinger  
406-690-8344

Wyoming 
Mike Greenough  

307-620-2597

High Plains Commodities Offices
Belle Fourche Livestock Market, LLC.

Stop in or Call 1-800-888-1432
Kim Kling - Kem Kjerstad

CALVES ..............................................HD ..... DESC .................................WT ..........BID .................  $/HEAD 
Tl Burch Ranch Llc, Colony WY .........111 ..... Black-Str  ............................545 ........334.00 ............. $1,819.69 
Bill Lambert, Hammond MT ................100 .... Blk/Bwf-Str .........................572 ........329.50 ............. $1,883.75 
Kp Stevens, Ashland MT.....................89 ...... Black-Str .............................559 ........332.00 ............. $1,856.21 
..............................................................16 ...... Black-Str  ............................460 ........375.00 ............. $1,725.00 
Johnson Sheep & Cattle Ll,  
Belle Fourche S ...................................71 ...... Blk/Bwf-Str .........................606 ........308.00 ............. $1,865.13 
..............................................................25 ...... Blk/Bwf-Hfr  ........................527 ........291.00 ............. $1,532.98 
Jacob Hieb, Ekalaka MT .....................40 ...... Black-Str  ............................615 ........308.50 ............. $1,898.04 
..............................................................4 ........ Black-Str .............................433 ........387.50 ............. $1,675.93 
..............................................................23 ...... Black-Hfr  ...........................584 ........280.00 ............. $1,634.95 
..............................................................8 ........ Black-Hfr  ...........................428 ........340.00 ............. $1,453.50 
Ryan Larson, Spearfish SD ................44 ...... Blk/Bwf-Str .........................547 ........330.50 ............. $1,806.48 
..............................................................32 ...... Blk/Bwf-Str  ........................396 ........420.00 ............. $1,662.93 
..............................................................13 ...... Rd/Blk-Str  ..........................274 ........440.00 ............. $1,204.92 
..............................................................37 ...... Blk/Bwf-Hfr .........................519 ........299.00 ............. $1,553.18 
..............................................................42 ...... Blk/Bwf-Hfr  ........................387 ........374.00 ............. $1,447.46 
..............................................................17 ...... Black-Hfr  ...........................284 ........382.50 ............. $1,084.50 
Dudley & Marilyn Mackey,  
Gillette WY ...........................................37 ...... Red-Str  ..............................554 ........328.00 ............. $1,815.52 
..............................................................10 ...... Red-Str  ..............................471 ........352.00 ............. $1,657.92 
Tom Twedt, Ashland MT ......................17 ...... Red-Str  ..............................582 ........310.00 ............. $1,804.38 
..............................................................10 ...... Red-Str  ..............................478 ........350.00 ............. $1,671.25 
Daniel & Kathryn Rhoden,  
Newell SD ............................................15 ...... Black-Str  ............................610 ........308.50 ............. $1,881.85 
..............................................................4 ........ Black-Str  ............................484 ........365.00 ............. $1,765.68 
..............................................................12 ...... Blk/Bwf-Hfr .........................601 ........279.00 ............. $1,677.48 
Arthur L Hauber, Hulett WY ................31 ...... Blk/Bwf-Str  ........................591 ........311.00 ............. $1,836.90 
..............................................................7 ........ Blk/Bwf-Str  ........................419 ........389.00 ............. $1,628.24 
..............................................................22 ...... Blk/Bwf-Str  ........................519 ........295.00 ............. $1,530.64 
Ryan Melin, Ashland MT .....................20 ...... Blk/Bwf-Str  ........................548 ........329.00 ............. $1,803.74 
..............................................................4 ........ Black-Str  ............................440 ........373.00 ............. $1,641.20 
..............................................................16 ...... Blk/Bwf-Hfr  ........................517 ........287.00 ............. $1,482.53 
Tj Strub, Ekalaka MT ...........................22 ...... Black-Str  ............................563 ........326.50 ............. $1,838.04 
Andrew Cathey, Hammond MT ..........36 ...... Black-Hfr  ...........................460 ........343.00 ............. $1,577.80 
..............................................................2 ........ Black-Hfr  ...........................370 ........350.00 ............. $1,295.00 
..............................................................3 ........ Black-Str  ............................433 ........397.50 ............. $1,722.50 
Dean Hackens, New Underwood SD 23 ...... Red-Str  ..............................478 ........360.00 ............. $1,720.17 
..............................................................14 ...... Red-Hfr  ..............................415 ........330.00 ............. $1,369.50 
Zach Johnson, Dawson Mn ................16 ...... Blk/Bwf-Str  ........................586 ........317.00 ............. $1,857.42 
..............................................................12 ...... Black-Str  ............................499 ........335.00 ............. $1,672.20 
..............................................................30 ...... Blk/Bwf-Hfr  ........................538 ........285.50 ............. $1,535.03 
Lazy Y Quarter Circle Llc,  
Aladdin WY ..........................................44 ...... Black-Str  ............................437 ........397.50 ............. $1,737.25 
..............................................................15 ...... Black-Str .............................385 ........424.00 ............. $1,630.98 
..............................................................79 ...... Black-Hfr ............................464 ........333.50 ............. $1,548.03 
..............................................................41 ...... Black-Hfr  ...........................396 ........370.00 ............. $1,466.46 
Ginger Harrington, Ekalaka MT ..........62 ...... Black-Str  ............................545 ........331.00 ............. $1,804.48 
..............................................................22 ...... Black-Str  ............................435 ........391.00 ............. $1,699.96 
..............................................................5 ........ Black-Str  ............................265 ........440.00 ............. $1,166.00 
Stack Rock Inc, Alzada MT .................28 ...... Black-Str  ............................498 ........331.00 ............. $1,647.90 
..............................................................11 ....... Rd/Blk-Str  ..........................386 ........400.00 ............. $1,543.63 
..............................................................25 ...... Black-Hfr  ...........................476 ........319.00 ............. $1,517.80 
..............................................................20 ...... Black-Hfr  ...........................378 ........370.00 ............. $1,396.75 
Dalton Stearns, Edgemont SD ...........32 ...... Blk/Bwf-Str .........................604 ........306.50 ............. $1,850.01 
..............................................................12 ...... Blk/Bwf-Str .........................460 ........362.00 ............. $1,663.69 
Clair & Vickie Sutton, Edgemont SD ..6 ........ Red-Str ...............................621 ........300.00 ............. $1,862.50 
..............................................................10 ...... Rd/Blk-Hfr...........................584 ........272.00 ............. $1,588.48 
Tom D Moore, Hulett WY ....................23 ...... Herf-Hfr ..............................543 ........270.00 ............. $1,466.21 
..............................................................10 ...... Blk/Bwf-Hfr  ........................577 ........277.00 ............. $1,598.29 
Tim Hague, Hermosa SD ....................4 ........ Blk/Bwf-Str  ........................539 ........320.00 ............. $1,724.00 
..............................................................8 ........ Blk/Bwf-Str  ........................444 ........372.50 ............. $1,655.29 
..............................................................7 ........ Blk/Bwf-Hfr  ........................453 ........314.00 ............. $1,421.97 
Michael & Deanna Gauthier,  
Rozet WY .............................................15 ...... Blk/Bwf-Str .........................615 ........304.50 ............. $1,871.66 
..............................................................5 ........ Black-Hfr  ...........................547 ........283.00 ............. $1,548.01 
Colvin Ranch, Rapid City SD ..............3 ........ Black-Str .............................658 ........297.00 ............. $1,955.25 
Sheridan & Belinda Burgess,  
WYarno WY .........................................9 ........ Black-Str .............................609 ........274.00 ............. $1,669.87 
..............................................................7 ........ Black-Str .............................495 ........297.00 ............. $1,470.15 
WEIGH-UPS .........................................................................................................................................................
Todd Larson, Belle Fourche SD .........11 ....... Blk/Bwf-Hfrt ........................836 ........217.50 ............. $1,819.09 
Thomas Ranch Inc, Belle Fourche SD.......... 46 ...................................Black-Hfrt ..... 859......................220.50 
 $1,894.38 
Jason Bollinger, Jordan MT ................4 ........ Black-Yrlg Hfr .....................800 ........252.00 ............. $2,016.00 
Hanft Ranch, WYola MT .....................1 ........ Char-Hfrt ............................805 ........217.50 ............. $1,750.87 
Kelvin Or Donna Kennedy,  
Upton WY ............................................1 ........ Black-Hfrt ...........................825 ........242.50 ............. $2,000.62 
..............................................................1 ........ Black-Hfrt ..........................1275 .......170.00 ............. $2,167.50 
..............................................................1 ........ Black-Hfrt ..........................1080 .......175.00 ............. $1,890.00 

BRED CATTLE & WEIGH UP SPECIAL
NOVEMBER 25, 2024

WEIGH UPS @ 10 AM MT | BREDS @ 12 MT

**ATTENTION ON-LINE BUYERS**
ON-LINE BUYERS REGISTRATION MUST BE COMPLETED BY 

WEDNESDAY NOON PRIOR TO SALE DAY.

FEEDER CATTLE & WEIGH UP SPECIAL
DECEMBER 5, 2024

WEIGH UPS @ 10 AM MT | FEEDERS @ 12 MT

NO SALE
NOVEMBER 28, 2024

Snook Land & Livestock,  
Sundance WY .....................................1 ........ Black-Hfrt ...........................825 ........212.50 ............. $1,753.12 
Brett Dailey, Jordan MT .......................8 ........ Blk/Bwf-Hfrt ........................798 ........225.00 ............. $1,794.37 
..............................................................4 ........ Black-Hfrt ...........................835 ........248.00 ............. $2,070.80 
Jason Bollinger, Jordan MT ................2 ........ Black-Hfrt ...........................868 ........207.50 ............. $1,800.06 
Sheldon Bollinger, Brusett MT ............1 ........ Black-Yrlg Hfr .....................860 ........207.00 ............. $1,780.20 
..............................................................1 ........ Black-Yrlg Hfr .....................895 ........200.00 ............. $1,790.00 
Todd Larson, Belle Fourche SD .........1 ........ Black-Cow ......................... 1115 .......142.00 ............. $1,583.30 
C R Christensen, Newcastle WY ........5 ........ Black-Cow ..........................973 ........140.00 ............. $1,362.20 
Snook Land & Livestock,  
Sundance WY .....................................1 ........ Black-Cow .........................1270 .......147.50 ............. $1,873.25 
Kelvin Or Donna Kennedy,  
Upton WY ............................................1 ........ Black-Cow ..........................950 ........150.00 ............. $1,425.00 
Mecaha Cattle Co,  
Belle Fourche SD ................................3 ........ Black-Cow .........................1207 .......123.00 ............. $1,484.20 
John Or Cindy Orwick, Newell SD......3 ........ Herf-Cow ...........................1065 .......143.00 ............. $1,522.95 
Kent Kreutz, Whitewood SD ...............1 ........ Herf-Cow ............................960 ........152.50 ............. $1,464.00 
..............................................................1 ........ Rwf-Cow ...........................1030 .......141.00 ............. $1,452.30 
Joe Fortner, Biddle MT ........................6 ........ Black-Cow .........................1088 .......155.00 ............. $1,686.91 
Jason Bollinger, Jordan MT ................6 ........ Black-Cow .........................1312 .......117.00 ............. $1,534.65 
..............................................................2 ........ Black-Cow .........................1158 .......115.00 ............. $1,331.12 
..............................................................3 ........ Black-Cow .........................1133 .......111.00 ............. $1,258.00 
Lazy Bar 7 Cattle Co Llc, Gillette WY .6 ........ Black-Cow .........................1473 .......124.00 ............. $1,825.90 
Cross W Livestock, Ekalaka MT .........1 ........ Black-Cow .........................1310 .......125.00 ............. $1,637.50 
Edward Painter, Moorcroft WY ...........1 ........ Red-Cow ...........................1125 .......107.00 ............. $1,203.75 
Stack Rock Inc, Alzada MT .................8 ........ Black-Cow .........................1544 .......130.00 ............. $2,006.87 
B & M Cattle, Jordan MT .....................5 ........ Blk/Bwf-Cow .....................1250 .......117.00 ............. $1,462.50 
..............................................................1 ........ Black-Cow .........................1395 .......126.00 ............. $1,757.70 
Daniel & Kathryn Rhoden,  
Newell SD ............................................1 ........ Black-Cow .........................1630 .......115.00 ............. $1,874.50 
Spotted Mule Ranch,  
Belle Fourche SD ................................3 ........ Rd/Blk-Cow .......................1425 .......121.50 ............. $1,731.37 
..............................................................4 ........ Blk/Bwf-Cow .....................1245 .......116.00 ............. $1,444.20 
Clc Ranch Llc, Sundance WY ............2 ........ Black-Hfrt ...........................925 ........203.00 ............. $1,877.75 
Jason King, Hammond MT .................5 ........ Black-Hfrt ...........................928 ........200.00 ............. $1,856.00 
..............................................................6 ........ Black-Cow .........................1180 .......115.00 ............. $1,357.00 
..............................................................1 ........ Bwf-Cow ............................1535 .......117.00 ............. $1,795.95 
..............................................................1 ........ Black-Cow .........................1245 .......122.00 ............. $1,518.90 
Todd Larson, Belle Fourche SD .........3 ........ Blk/Bwf-Cow .....................1262 .......125.00 ............. $1,577.08 
..............................................................2 ........ Black-Cow .........................1473 .......123.00 ............. $1,811.17 
..............................................................4 ........ Black-Cow .........................1120 .......138.00 ............. $1,545.60 
Austin T Risty, Reva SD ......................3 ........ Black-Cow .........................1493 .......127.50 ............. $1,904.00 
..............................................................3 ........ Black-Hfrt ..........................1097 .......168.00 ............. $1,842.40 
..............................................................2 ........ Black-Cow .........................1208 .......120.00 ............. $1,449.00 
C R Christensen, Newcastle WY ........12 ...... Black-Cow ..........................997 ........110.00 ............. $1,096.79 
..............................................................1 ........ Black-Cow .........................1055 .......139.00 ............. $1,466.45 
..............................................................1 ........ Black-Cow .........................1255 .......114.00 ............. $1,430.70 
Austin T Risty, Reva SD ......................3 ........ Black-Cow .........................1157 .......141.00 ............. $1,630.90 
..............................................................3 ........ Black-Cow .........................1377 .......124.50 ............. $1,713.95 
..............................................................1 ........ Black-Cow .........................1805 .......121.00 ............. $2,184.05 
Snook Land & Livestock,  
Sundance WY .....................................14 ...... Rd/Blk-Cow .......................1379 .......124.00 ............. $1,710.31 
..............................................................21 ...... Rd/Blk-Cow .......................1178 .......113.50 ............. $1,336.59 
..............................................................12 ...... Rd/Blk-Cow .......................1093 .......106.00 ............. $1,158.05 
..............................................................10 ...... Blk/Bwf-Hfrt .......................1018 .......165.00 ............. $1,679.70 
..............................................................4 ........ Red-Cow ...........................1128 .......131.00 ............. $1,477.02 
..............................................................1 ........ Red-Cow ...........................1310 .......116.00 ............. $1,519.60 
B & L Betz Cattle Company Inc,  
Clearmont ............................................1 ........ Black-Cow .........................1330 .......119.00 ............. $1,582.70 
..............................................................3 ........ Black-Cow .........................1240 .......112.00 ............. $1,388.80 
..............................................................6 ........ Black-Cow .........................1213 .......111.00 ............. $1,346.80 
Steve Bossman, Moorcroft WY ..........4 ........ Black-Cow .........................1555 .......124.50 ............. $1,935.97 
..............................................................2 ........ Black-Cow .........................1388 .......119.00 ............. $1,651.12 
Travis Or Julie Hurst, Buffalo SD ........8 ........ Black-Cow .........................1251 .......110.00 ............. $1,376.37 
..............................................................14 ...... Black-Cow ..........................861 ........217.50 ............. $1,873.60 
Thomasetta Wilson Kuhl,  
Buffalo Gap SD....................................4 ........ Black-Cow .........................1260 .......116.00 ............. $1,461.60 
..............................................................1 ........ Black-Cow .........................1090 .......107.00 ............. $1,166.30 
Greg Or Debbie Boyd,  
Belle Fourche SD ................................1 ........ Black-Cow .........................1375 .......124.00 ............. $1,705.00 
Spotted Mule Ranch,  
Belle Fourche SD ................................1 ........ Black-Cow .........................1625 .......123.50 ............. $2,006.87 
..............................................................1 ........ Black-Hfrt ..........................1155 .......125.00 ............. $1,443.75 
Kelvin Or Donna Kennedy,  
Upton WY ............................................5 ........ Black-Cow .........................1202 .......110.00 ............. $1,322.20 
..............................................................4 ........ Rd/Blk-Cow .......................1410 .......125.50 ............. $1,769.55 
Dalton Stearns, Edgemont SD ...........1 ........ Black-Cow .........................1500 .......121.00 ............. $1,815.00 
..............................................................1 ........ Herf-Cow ...........................1465 .......115.00 ............. $1,684.75 
Mecaha Cattle Co, Belle Fourche SD 3 ........ Black-Cow .........................1433 .......127.00 ............. $1,820.33 
Dane & Kristi Dobesh,  
Belle Fourche SD ................................1 ........ Herf-Cow ...........................1185 .......115.00 ............. $1,362.75 
Jason King, Hammond MT .................7 ........ Black-Cow .........................1428 .......122.00 ............. $1,741.98 
..............................................................6 ........ Black-Cow .........................1227 .......109.00 ............. $1,337.06 

..............................................................1 ........ Black-Yrlg Hfr .....................900 ........200.00 ............. $1,800.00 
Thomas Ranch Inc, Alzada MT ..........33 ...... Blk/Bwf-Cow .....................1178 .......115.00 ............. $1,354.56 
..............................................................2 ........ Bwf-Cow   ..........................1200 .......113.00 ............. $1,356.00 
..............................................................8 ........ Black-Cow .........................1071 .......114.00 ............. $1,221.22 
..............................................................1 ........ Black-Hfrt ..........................1165 .......181.00 ............. $2,108.65 
Joe Kuhl, Buffalo Gap SD ...................9 ........ Blk/Bwf-Cow .....................1534 .......127.50 ............. $1,955.70 
..............................................................7 ........ Herf-Cow   .........................1313 .......111.00 ............. $1,457.27 
..............................................................5 ........ Bwf-Cow ............................1204 .......114.00 ............. $1,372.56 
..............................................................3 ........ Bwf-Cow ............................1268 .......114.00 ............. $1,445.90 
..............................................................8 ........ Herf-Cow ...........................1180 .......105.00 ............. $1,239.00 

Man in the Arena by Theodore Roosevelt
“It is not the critic who counts; not the man who points out how the strong man stumbles, or where the doer of deeds could have done them 

better. The credit belongs to the man who is actually in the arena, whose face is marred by dust and sweat and blood; who strives valiantly; 
who errs, who comes short again and again, because there is no effort without error and shortcoming; but who does actually strive to do the 

deeds; who knows great enthusiasms, the great devotions; who spends himself in a worthy cause; who at the best knows in the end the triumph 
of high achievement, and who at the worst, if he fails, at least fails while daring greatly, so that his place shall never be with those cold and 

timid souls who neither know victory nor defeat.”

Happy Thanksgiving. May the warm glow of autumn surround you as you celebrate the holiday with family & friends.
From all of us at Belle Fourche Livestock

BELLE FOURCHE—Have 
you ever wondered how to cook 
good lamb or what goes into 
making a great lamb dish? If 
so, then the opportunity to learn 
has come right to your doorstep 
with a free lamb cooking class 
on December 3, at 4:30 p.m. at 
the Belle Fourche Rec Center. 

Food distribution programs 
are giving out lamb as a protein 
this month and the opportunity 
to teach recipients how to cook 
that meat into delicious meals 
for themselves or their families 
was the idea behind creating 
this lamb cooking class. “The 
South Dakota Sheep Growers 
Association…found out that 
the LFPA program was giving 

out lamb and said this is a great 
opportunity to have a cook-
ing school to show the people 
getting lamb how to cook it and 
what are some of the dishes 
they can make,” explained 
Gwen Kitzan, South Dakota 
Sheep Growers Association 
Member.

The Local Food Purchase 
Assistance (LFPA) program is 
a USDA program that among 
other things, aims to create eco-
nomic opportunities for farmers 
and ranchers, distribute food 
to socially vulnerable com-
munities and deliver healthy, 
culturally relevant food.

The Black Hills Farmers 
Market, which distributes local 
food for free to anyone that 
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Gwen Kitzan, Joyce Matthews and Tammy Basel will be 
hosting a free lamb cooking class on December 3 at 4:30 
p.m. at the BFRC and December 11 at 4:30 p.m. at Faith 
Legion Hall. If interested message Tammy Basel. Spots are 
limited, a RSVP is appreciated but not required. Courtesy 
photo

highmarkfcu.com
605.892.4631

Get Paid For Your  
Grades At Highmark

*3.5 GPA must be on a 4.0 grading system. Membership Required. Certain restrictions apply. Only students age 13 - 19 
qualify to earn rewards. Account must be in good standing. By participating in this program, parents or guardians of 
winners agree to have their child’s name, photo/likeness used in any advertising material related to the marketing of the 
SMART MONEY program without additional financial or other compensation. $10 payouts will be deposited into the 
student’s Teen Account with Highmark and may be subject to IRS reporting. Winner is responsible for all tax liability. 
Report card or copy of report card must be dated within 30 days of the end of a semester to be considered. 

Federally insured by NCUA

Now you can get rewarded for making good grades. 
With our new SMART MONEY program, keeping your 
GPA up means you can earn money.  For more details 
go to www.highmarkfcu.com/teen-club-account.  Keep 
making those great grades and being rewarded with 

the SMART MONEY program.

Get Paid For Grades Belle Fourche 4x6.indd   1Get Paid For Grades Belle Fourche 4x6.indd   1 8/30/24   10:29 AM8/30/24   10:29 AM

• Sprinkler Turn Ons,
Blowouts, Repair and Installs

• Mowing • Spraying
• Small Landscaping

• Snow Removal and More

ggtlawnservice@yahoo.com
P.O. Box 327, Belle Fourche, SD

Office  605-723-1899

Serving Belle Fourche and the surrounding area for over 15 years.

Integrity Meats

Delivery Available
We can Meat your needs!

404 Industrial St Belle Fourche
(605) 892-6215

Wells Plumbing & Supplies

Wintertime, Anytime
With Ritchie OmniFount Heated Waterers

Replacement parts available

8-5 Monday-Friday
8-12 Saturday - Closed Sunday

Omni’s stainless steel trough features 
heat elements attached to the underside 
for frost free service even under the most 
severe winter conditions. The trough 
carries a 10 year 100% warranty against 
manufacturing defect or corrosion.

•Easy to maintain
•Large access panel
•Cable heater provides extra valve
    and supply line protection
•Built in anchor pocket, mounts
    securely to concrete pad

OmniFount
1, 2, 3, 5, & 10

on hand

605-892-2613
1700 5th Avenue

wants it, will be giving out lamb 
as the free protein during the 
December distributions. You 
can pick food up on either 
December 9 at the Meals 
on Wheels building in Belle 
Fourche or on December 10 at 
the south door of the Nisland 
Town Hall. 
Kitzan explained, “It’s a free 
class that’s going to be on 
December 3rd, and on the 
following Monday, the 9th, the 
food distribution will have lamb 
being distributed—that’s the co-
ordination. If they want to learn 
how to cook the lamb that they 
could be receiving on Monday, 
this is a great time to come.”
Instructors for the class are 
Tammy Basel, South Dakota 
Sheep Growers and West River 

Promotion Committee member, 
and Joyce Matthews, retired 
home ec teacher. “Joyce is from 
up in the Bison area and she 
just retired as a career home ec 
teacher, she is bringing a world 
of experience into this too. She’s 
going to be talking a lot about 
nutrition,” said Kitzan.
Everything you need for the 
cooking class will be provided, 
all you have to do is show up 
and be ready to learn. “There 
are a lot of people who still 
are a little hesitant on cooking 
lamb. They’re just not familiar 
with it—like they are with beef, 
pork or chicken. This is such 
a great opportunity to learn 
from people who have been 
cooking lamb since they were at 
their mother’s skirts,” explained 
Kitzan. 

Sponsored By:

Thursday - Sunday 
December 5th - 8th   |   Noon - 4pm

Enjoy music and holiday treats in the Booth House!
~ The Pond Gift Shop will be open for holiday shopping ~

SATURDAY DECEMBER 7TH & SUNDAY DECEMBER 8TH

Vist with Santa 
SATURDAY DECEMBER 7TH

Noon-1pm: CON Brass ensemble will play on the hatchery grounds
1pm-3pm: Tour the Fish Rail Car and enjoy S’mores and hot chocolate

Hatchery Holidays 2024
~ WE WANT TO INVITE YOU TO ~

423 Hatchery Circle • Spear�sh, SD  |  dcbooth�shhatchery.org
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    The transformation 
of America’s rural com-
munities landscape is 
occurring at an unprec-
edented pace, driven 
by a critical battle 
between local business-
es and large corporate 
retailers. This struggle, 
often overlooked in national 
discourse, has far-reaching 
implications for the future of 
small-town America.
    According to the Institute for 
Local Self-Reliance, between 
2000 and 2015, over 40% of 
America’s small businesses 
closed their doors permanently. 
This trend accelerated during 
the digital revolution, with 
e-commerce growing from 
4.2% of total retail sales in 2010 
to over 21% by 2023. These 
statistics represent more than 
mere numbers – they represent 
a fundamental shift in how local 
economies function.
    The entry of big-box retailers 
follows a predictable pattern. 
Initially, these corporations 
often receive substantial tax 
incentives from local govern-
ments – averaging $1.2 million 
per store, according to Good 
Jobs First. 
    This investment, while at-
tractive in the short term, often 
yields diminishing returns. 
Studies show that for every 
$100 spent at a big-box retailer, 
only $14 remains in the local 
economy, compared to $48 
when the same amount is spent 
at a local business.
    The impact extends beyond 
retail economics. Research from 
the Economic Policy Insti-
tute demonstrates that when a 
Supercenter enters a communi-
ty, it eliminates an average of 
1.4 local jobs for every job it 
creates. Furthermore, these new 
jobs typically offer lower wages 
– about 15% less than the retail 
sector average – and fewer ben-
efits, contributing to increased 
reliance on public assistance 
programs.
   The proliferation of dollar 

“Building Main Street, not Wall Street”

BLACK HILLS GOSPEL ASSEMBLY
1/2 Mile east on Hwy 34

210-1374
Kenny Riley, pastor

Sunday: 1 p.m.
Friday: 7:30 p.m.

CHRISTIAN LIFE CENTER
2020 Vista St

892-4767
Dan Carlson, Pastor
Paul Howard, Pastor
Sunday Schedule:

Long Term Care Service 8:45 a.m.
Sunday School: All ages 9:30 a.m.

Fellowship Hour: 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship Service: 10:30 a.m.

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST
OF LATTER DAY SAINTS

1105 Todd St.
John Allred, Bishop

Sunday: 10 a.m. Sacrament Meeting
Sunday School:

1st & 3rd Sundays, 11 a.m.
Priesthood Meeting, Relief Society,

Young Men and Young Women:
11 a.m. 2nd & 4th Sundays

CONNECTION CHURCH (SBC)
613 Sixth ave., Belle Fourche

(605)-210-2150
Pastor Stephen Carson

Worship Pastor Ashton Rone
Associate Pastor Chad Logan

Sunday Worship: 8:30 or 10:15 am

EMMANUEL BAPTIST
Meet at Americinn Conference room

Andy Anderson, Pastor
9am Sunday School 10am church

Men’s Bible Study 10am at
the Senior Center

Women’s Bible Study Tuesday 9am.
Call for location.

website: ebcbf.org

FIRST BAPTIST
807 8th Ave. 892-4178

Pastor Tim Smith
Sunday: Sunday School - 9:15am

Morning Worship - 10:30am
Wednesday: Salt and Light Youth - 

Kindergarten -12th grade
5:00pm Soup & Sandwich

5:30pm - Salt and Light

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL UCC
892-3402

www.bfsoucc.org
717 Jackson St. Sunday:
9:35 a.m. Sunday School

10 a.m. Worship

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
901 Laurel St. Whitewood

(605)-920-1959
Reverand Jill Jennewein
Sunday: 9 a.m. Worship

10:30 a.m. Adult & Teen Bible Study
10:30 a.m. Children’s Sunday School

Area Church Schedules
GLOBAL METHODIST CHURCH

Pastor Sheri Fadley
1804 7th Ave. Belle Fourche

605-892-2405
Worship: Sunday 10:30 am - FB Live

Sunday School 9:30 am
Small Groups & Studies

schedule online at
www.bellefourchegmc.com

LANDMARK MISSIONARY
BAPTIST CHURCH

(ABA) · 2.2 miles east on Hwy 34
723-1092

Sunday: 10 a.m. worship service

NEW COVENANT PCA
1120 North Fifth Street, Spearfish

 642-1122
Luke Bluhm, Pastor

Sunday: 10 a.m. Worship Service

NEWELL CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP CHURCH

308 4th Street, Newell SD, 57760
605-456-2544

Sunday Worship Service: 10:00am

NISLAND INDEPENDENT
COMMUNITY CHURCH

On Hwy 212 in Nisland
(605) 257-2356

Sunday School: 9:30 a.m.
Worship: 10:45 a.m.

NORTHERN HILLS
CHURCH OF CHRIST

5 miles South of Belle Fourche
on Hwy 85
642-7167

Calvin Chapman - Int. Minister
Sunday: 9:30 a.m. Bible Class
10:30 a.m. Praise & Worship

Wednesday: 6:30 p.m. Bible Class

NORTH POINT CHRISTIAN
CHURCH

10959 Kellem Lane, Spearfish
Sunday Services: 9AM and 10:30AM

PRAIRIE HOME CHURCH
1701 Hwy 212, Newell

Sunday School: 10 a.m.
Worship: 11 a.m.

RANGELAND MINISTRIES
CHURCH
Alzada, MT

Sunday: Worship: 10:00am
Mark Leverington, Lay Pastor

RED WATER CHURCH OF CHRIST
Belle Fourche Rec Center

Sun: 9:30-12:30.
Contact: Nathan Thompson

605 569-3057
Sermons: fightintheshade

SALVATION ARMY OF THE
NORTHERN HILLS

120 Ryan Rd., Spearfish
605-642-0924

Envoys: Tim and Peggy North

Sunday: 9:45 a.m.
Sunday School: 11 a.m.

Worship Nursery available
Wednesday: 6:30 p.m.,

Learning and Discovery Study

SPEARFISH ADVENTIST® CHURCH
290 W Highway 14

Pastor Darren Purdy and
Pastor Marveen Gentillon

Join Us This Saturday
Morning Prayer:    9:00am
Sabbath School:   9:30am
Worship Service:  10:45am

Bible Study-Tuesday:  6:00pm

SPEARFISH UNITED CHURCH OF 
CHRIST (CONGREGATIONAL)

920 N Main Street, Spearfish
Sunday Service 10 a.m. in person

and on Facebook.
Pastor Randy Hedge

605-642-8253

ST. JAMES EPISCOPAL
6th and Roundup

892-2446
The Rev. Evelyn Weaver

The Rev. Sandy Williams, Priests Deacon 
Rev. Mike Weaver

Sunday: 10 a.m. Holy Eucharist   

ST. JAMES LUTHERAN
1100 Stanley Street

Open for in-house worship
Sunday Worship 10:AM with coffee 

fellowship following the service.
 Watch live-streamed services:

www.sjlcbellefourche.org
Wednesday at 5:55 PM during

the school year.
Watch our Sunday service

live on Facebook.

ST. ONGE UNITED
CHURCH OF CHRIST

Sunday School and Worship
at 8:30 a.m.

www.bfsoucc.org

ST. PAUL CATHOLIC CHURCH
855 5th Ave.

Father Kevin Achbach, Pastor
Father Francis Nsubuga, Assoc. Pastor 

Mass Times:
Sunday Mass: 9:00 a.m.

Daily Mass: Weds. & Thurs. 12:15 p.m.
Confessions available one hour

before all Masses

SUMMIT OPEN BIBLE
FELLOWSHIP

Seventh and Summit
892-4630 or 892-4389

Pastor Rick and Diane Brennan
Sunday: 10 a.m. Worship

Kidz Church Immediately Following
Wednesday: September - May

6:30 p.m. Adult Bible Study
Kidz Alive (Kindergarten - 6th Grade)

VALE COMMUNITY COUNTRY
CHURCH

Pastor Darla Dunn
402 Rosander St. Vale SD 57788

Service Sunday: 10 a.m.
605-210-0512  

RANDY’S TIRE & LUBE
420 5TH AVE. • BELLE FOURCHE, SD 57717

Sponsored by:

(605) 892-6331 www.randystireandlube.com

Apprenticeships in Action: 
Celebrating Opportunity

centives to outside corporations, 
communities can invest in local 
entrepreneurship. Programs like 
Michigan’s Economic Gar-
dening initiative have shown 
that every $1 invested in local 
business development generates 
$2.77 in economic activity.
    Successful “buy local” 
campaigns typically increase 
local business revenue by 7-8% 
annually, compared to commu-
nities without such programs.  
Communities that successfully 
develop and market their unique 
characteristics see 20-30% 
higher tourism revenue and in-
creased business retention rates.
    The solution lies in under-
standing that economic devel-
opment isn’t just about lower 
prices – it’s about creating sus-
tainable local economies. When 
communities maintain their eco-
nomic independence, they retain 
control over their future. 
    Data shows that communi-
ties with higher percentages of 
locally owned businesses have 
15% higher per capita income 
growth, 50% higher civic 
engagement, and 40% higher 
charitable giving
    The future of rural communi-
ties hinges on recognizing this 
struggle and taking decisive 
action. As Jane Jacobs noted in 
“The Death and Life of Great 
American Cities,” the most suc-
cessful communities are those 
that maintain their economic 
diversity and local character. By 
understanding the data behind 
these economic trends and 

stores presents another 
challenge. In rural areas, 
dollar store density 
has increased by 87% 
since 2001, with some 
communities seeing one 
store for every 3,000 
residents. While these 
stores promise conve-

nience and affordability, they 
often contribute to food deserts 
by deterring full-service grocery 
stores from entering the market, 
as documented by the Institute 
for Local Self-Reliance.
    The fiscal impact on lo-
cal governments is equally 
concerning. A study by Civic 
Economics found that online 
retail sales generate virtually 
no sales tax revenue for local 
governments, while big-box 
retailers generate approximately 
50% less tax revenue per square 
foot compared to independent 
local business districts. This 
reduction in revenue directly 
affects essential services – from 
road maintenance to emergency 
response times.
    Media independence also suf-
fers. Since 2004, approximately 
2,100 local newspapers have 
closed, creating “news deserts” 
in many rural communities. This 
decline correlates strongly with 
the erosion of local advertis-
ing revenue, which has shifted 
to national chains and digital 
platforms.
    However, communities can 
fight back through strategic 
action:  Many communities 
have implemented “local first” 
purchasing policies, requiring 
government agencies to priori-
tize local vendors. Such policies 
typically generate a 10-30% 
premium in local economic 
activity.  Communities that in-
vest in downtown revitalization 
see an average 15% increase 
in property values within three 
years, according to the National 
Main Street Center. Historic 
preservation districts typically 
generate 13% more value per 
square foot than surrounding 
areas.  Instead of offering in-

The Battle for Main Street Is Real!

By: Sec. Marcia Hultman  
November 22, 2024  

     This year, 2024, marks 10 
years of raising awareness and 
celebrating “National Appren-
ticeship Week.” Apprenticeships 
are an effective approach for 
South Dakotans to gain on-
the-job training plus classroom 
instruction to earn a nationally 
recognized credential while 
continuing to earn a living for 
their family. In the last two 
years, we have taken appren-
ticeships to a whole new level in 
our state.
    A year and a half ago, Gover-
nor Kristi Noem invested just 
under $8 million to increase 
the number of apprenticeship 
opportunities available in South 
Dakota. Since this investment, 
South Dakota has significantly 
increased the number of pro-
grams available, growing from 
102 programs to 145. Nearly 
300 South Dakota businesses 
have inquired about starting a 
registered apprenticeship pro-
gram. And 50 new programs are 
in development. I’m so proud 
of my team who has put in the 
hard work to make this happen.   
     I want to give an example of 
one profession that has espe-
cially benefited from appren-
ticeships and is near and dear 
to my heart: teaching. Just like 
my grandmother and mother 
before me, I was trained to be 
a teacher. However, the options 
to get there look quite different 
today. 
     In many recent years, 
teachers have been hard-to-
fill positions with some of the 
highest number of job openings 
in South Dakota. To address 
this need, the Department of 
Labor and Regulation (DLR) 
worked with the Department 
of Education and our post-sec-
ondary education partners to 
launch a Teacher Apprentice-
ship Pathway.
     The Teacher Apprenticeship 
Pathway keeps costs low for 
current paraeducators as they 
continue to gain work-based 
learning experience combined 
with technical instruction to 
become licensed teachers. The 
program allows individuals to 
earn and learn while staying 

in their home community. All 
coursework is offered virtually 
at convenient times, so partic-
ipants can continue to work 
while enrolled. School districts 
provide a local mentor to sup-
port the apprentices throughout 
the process. Northern State 
University and Dakota State 
University offer the necessary 
coursework over a two-year 
period to earn a bachelor’s 
degree in education, as well as a 
teaching certificate. 
     This pathway has already 
achieved great results. 88 par-
ticipants joined the program in 
the first year. More than 90% 
of these teacher apprentices are 
sticking with the program, and 
100% say they are very likely 
or somewhat likely to stay in 
South Dakota throughout their 
education career. That will 
make a real difference in our 
teacher workforce well into the 
future. And thanks to support 
from the legislature, this effort 
is expanding as a second cohort 
of teacher apprentices began 
this fall.
     Our first graduate of the 
Teacher Apprenticeship Path-
way, Kandy Flowers, is now 
teaching in Wessington Springs. 
When she graduated, Kandy 
thanked everyone involved in 
the program and shared how 
she is now able to continue 
working with the students she 
has been assisting – but with 
the addition of her teaching 
certification. Kandy shared her 
hopes for the continued success 
of the Teacher Apprenticeship 
Pathway because “it works.”
      This is but one example of 
the ways apprenticeships are 
launching careers and chang-
ing lives in South Dakota. It’s 
simple; apprenticeships work. 
And DLR is here to continue 
advancing apprenticeship op-
portunities in South Dakota for 
years to come. We thank Gov-
ernor Noem for her support of 
these efforts. I can’t wait to see 
how opportunities continue to 
grow and evolve for the people 
of South Dakota.
     Marcia Hultman is Cabinet 
Secretary of the South Dakota 
Department of Labor and Reg-
ulation.

implementing strategic solu-
tions, communities protect their 
economic sovereignty while 
building resilient local econo-
mies for future generations.
   The choice between Main 

Street and Wall Street isn’t 
just about where we shop – it’s 
about who we want to be as 
communities and what legacy 
we wish to leave for future 
generations.

By Sandy Rhoden  November 23, 2024

While were enjoyed 
unseasonably warm 
weather for this 
time of year, Mother 
Nature has been kind 

to us as she eases in with much 
colder temperatures by this 
winter.  Fire places and wood 
stoves have been put to good 
use this past week. It gave folks 
a chance to get cows moved in 
very bearable weather. 
   The John and Melanie Cam-
macks had a cool day to work 
their buffalo recently.  It is an 
interesting process and they 
are always on high alert when 
working with the buffalo.  It 
was a family affair with family 
members including John’s mom,  
Yvonne Barry, all there to help.
    Pastor Bill Meirose joined 
Larry and Sandy Rhoden and 
Gary and Lorie Hausmann for 
lunch after church services at 
Nellie’s in Enning.  Jack Seller 
and Darrell Wilcox were there 
for lunch as well.
    Soldiers of the Cross is in 
full mode on Wednesdays for 
children ages 5 and up. Mela-
nie Cammack is the mid week 
youth director.  If anyone would 
like their child to attend, one 
may contact Melanie as all chil-
dren are welcome.
    When Larry Rhoden has 
time off he works on projects 
including branding irons in 
the shop.  His recent project 

was building a new deck.  His 
structure under the deck was 
made with lumber he cut from 
poles and made into lumber.  
He made the deck railing from 
scratch with iron and stain-
less steel cable that are strong, 
sturdy and amazing looking.  
They look so good, Sandy had 
him make a new railing for the 
inside of their home staircase.  
This all takes time, so before the 
legislative session begins, it has 
been a good time for projects.
     This is a short week for stu-
dents and teachers in the area 
due to Thanksgiving vacation.  I 
am personally thankful beyond 
measure for the country I live 
in and the community I’m priv-
eleged to reside in as well.  We 
are a rich nation and are blessed 
just to live here.  
    I am thankful for the bounty 
and provisions the Lord has giv-
en to our family and so many 
surrounding us in this great 
community of Central Meade 
County.  
    May you be richly blessed 
this holiday season and beyond.  
Studies show that those who are 
thankful and take account of 
all they have been blessed with 
are among the world’s happiest 
people.  
So every new day we are alive, 
we can all seek a bit more joy by 
thanking the Lord for things we 
are thankful for.

 Central Meade County News
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Wells Plumbing
& Supplies 

Poly Pipe
1, 1 1/4' 1 1/2, & 2" in stock

605-892-2613
1700 5th Avenue

8-5 Monday-Friday
8-12 Saturday
Closed Sunday

DC Booth Historic Fish Railcar

Skilled craftsman and amateur 
historian Roger Lessly will be 
in the Fish Railcar at the D.C. 
Booth Historic National Fish 
Hatchery on Saturday, Dec 7 
from 1:00- 3:00 pm.  
   Visitors will be able to learn 

about the Fish Railcar and the 
newly designed chandeliers. 
Roger will be explaining and 
sharing information on  the de-
sign and process undertaken to 
historically replicate the original 
Fish Railcar #3.
Roger worked on the original 

restoration of the Fish Railcar in 
the 1990’s. For the past several 
decades, visitors have enjoyed 
touring the Fish Railcar, with 
one important detail missing – 
the chandeliers. 
    During the past year, Roger 

has put in over 1,000 volunteer 
hours recreating four historical-
ly accurate chandeliers that were 
installed during the summer of 
2024.  
   Each chandelier has 274 

component parts, many of 
which Roger has fabricated 
himself, building them scratch.
Roger comments, “The fish 

DC Booth
Special to the Beacon

hatchery here is a treasure for 
the community.  I think we 
need to do everything we can to 
preserve it. I have been pleased 
with the opportunity to do my 
part to make the history of Fish 
Railcars available to everyone.
The Fish Railcar #3 is one of 

the historic venues at the D.C. 
Booth Historic National Fish 
Hatchery open to the public 
during the months of May 
– September. Other venues 
include the Historic Booth 
House, the Yellowstone Boat, 
and the National Fish Hatchery 
Museum.

Wells Plumbing & Supplies
Authorized dealer for all

Vern's Manufacturing Quality Livestock Equipment

Built in
South Dakota

by the same family
Since 1964

8-5 Monday-Friday
8-12 Saturday - Closed Sunday

•Gates
•Corral panels
•Round bale feeders
    for cattle & sheep,
•Calving pens,
•Chutes,
•8-12-16 foot
    cattle feed bunks,
•10' sheep bunks

Portable Loading Chute

In Stock:

605-892-2613
1700 5th Avenue

12' Long • 32" Inside Width
Holds 22 10' or 12' Panels

2" Ball Coupler 

MEET OUR AMAZING STAFF
AT THE HATCHERY!

1.Where is your hometown?
Spear�sh, SD
2. What part of your job do
you like?
Learning new things ad being 
able to work in such
a beautiful place.
3. What is your favorite 
dessert?
Bananas Foster
4. What do you think is
special about the hatchery?
It's such a unique place and a 
landmark in Spear�sh
and �sh hatchery history.
5. What is something you are thankful for?
My husband, daughters and living in a great community.

1.Where is your hometown?
Spear�sh, SD
2. What part of your job do you like?
Scoping out and buying unique items 
that represent the Hatchery and the 
area, merchandising the gift shop for 
our summer visitors.
3. What is your favorite dessert?
Pumpkin pie with real whipped cream
4. What do you think is special
about the hatchery?
The iconic place that the Hatchery 
holds in the history of Spear�sh, along 
with the historically signi�cant 
buildings, and the beautiful and peaceful grounds.
5. What is something you are thankful for?
That I get to live in Western South Dakota.

1.Where is your hometown?
Timber Lake, SD
2. What part of your job do
you like?
Sharing the story of the 
Hatchery!
3. What is your favorite 
dessert?
Apple Crisp
4. What do you think is
special about the hatchery?
The visitors - 190,000 a year!
5. What is something you are 
thankful for?
Time spent with grandkids

1.Where is your hometown?
Leadville, CO (Elevation 10,154')
2. What part of your job do you like?
The best parts of my job include serving 
the American public and moving the 
needle on �sheries conservation. 
3. What is your favorite dessert?
Most chocolate varieties of ice cream. 
Oh, and mint chocolate chip too. 
4. What do you think is special
about the hatchery?
The strong public support and 
community appreciation of D.C. Booth. 
The hatchery annually receives over 190,000
visitors and 14,000 volunteer hours! 
5. What is something you are thankful for?
The great family and friends that I have.

1.Where is your hometown?
Lodge Grass and Hardin, MT
2. What part of your job do you like?
Everything! Especially preserving and 
sharing the history of federal �sh culture 
work of the past 150+ years. 
3. What is your favorite dessert?
Chocolate mousse.
4. What do you think is special about
the hatchery?
The fact that D.C. Booth Historic National 
Fish Hatchery appeals to so many people - 
all with di�erent interests and 
backgrounds. Whether it’s the conservation 
work and trout stocking the hatchery does that they appreciate, the history being 
preserved at the National Fish and Aquatic Conservation Archives housed at the 
hatchery, the educational and community events at the hatchery, the historic 
buildings and exhibits or simply the fact that the grounds are a peaceful, relaxing 
setting to connect with nature and watch the �sh... the hatchery is appreciated 
and loved by people for so many diverse reasons and I think that is truly special.
5. What is something you are thankful for?
My health, family and friends.

1.Where is your hometown?
Rapid City, SD
2. What part of your job do
you like?
I adore working in history
every day!
3. What is your favorite 
dessert?
Almond Croissant
4. What do you think is
special about the hatchery?
What I think is special about
the hatchery is our connection 
with the community.
 5. What is something you are thankful for?
Sugar

1.Where is your hometown?
Spear�sh, SD
2. What part of your job do
you like?
Talking with all the people. 
3. What is your favorite dessert?
Anything pumpkin
4. What do you think is special 
about the hatchery?
The �sh and history so the Fishtory!
5. What is something you are 
thankful for?
Family

1.Where is your hometown?
Scottsblu�, NE
2. What part of your job do
you like?
Training new maintenance sta� 
with maintenance and 
infrastructure fellows program. 
3. What is your favorite 
dessert?
Oatmeal raisin cookie
4. What do you think is
special about the hatchery?
A unique Hatchery experience for 
visitors who are new to the �sh an
wildlife service.
5. What is something you are thankful for?
My intelligent and brave daughters

1.Where is your hometown?
Indianapolis, ID
2. What part of your job do
you like?
Working outside always!
3. What is your favorite 
dessert?
Flan!
4. What do you think is
special about the hatchery?
The beauty, the serenity.
5. What is something you are 
thankful for?
To have such lovely, helpful,
happy coworkers.

423 Hatchery Circle, Spear�sh, SD 57783 • dcbooth�shhatchery.org

CAROLYN FERRELL
Executive Director, The Booth Society

NANCY COLE
Gift Shop Manager, The Booth Society

KAREN HOLZER
Communications & Outreach Coordinator, The Booth Society

CARLOS MARTINEZ
USFWS Director

APRIL GREGORY
USFWS Curator

TAYLA BAHR
USFWS Archives Tech

MATT WIPF
USFWS Lead Biologist

MITCH ADAMS
USFWS MIFP Coordinator

MJ RAMOS
USFWS Bio Tech

We are so grateful to our great team of people helping to
make the Hatchery a beautiful, educational and abundant 

venue for visitors, researchers and students.
Thank you for your care of the Hatchery each and every day.



Wed. November 27, 2024Belle Fourche Beacon News C-5

Changes coming at 
the top of South Dakota 
Republican Party 

         Austin Goss 
        & Joe Sneve
www.thedakotascout.com 

Qualm

Erin L. Melling
Attorney at Law
Licensed in SD, ND, and MT

Aaron W. Roseland
Attorney at Law

Licensed in SD and ND

South Dakota Office:
1409 5th Ave.

Belle Fourche, SD 57717
Phone: (605) 723-1659

Email: mrlawpc@mrlawp.net 

North Dakota Office:
602 Adams Ave., Suite 1

Hettinger, ND 58639
Phone: (701) 567-2418
Fax: (701) 567-4290

Email: mrlawpc@mrlawp.net 

Gadens Point Shoreline Stabilization 
Project at Belle Fourche Reservoir

SANTA AND
MRS. CLAUS

PHOTOS WITH

STARTS 3PM

BELLE FOURCHE
COMMUNITY HALL

by Donation 

FRIDAY | NOV. 29

Come early so you won’t miss
Cowboy Band playing from 4-5pm

Chili FeedChili Feed
STARTS AT 4:00PM

PARADE BEGINS
AT 6:00PM

PHOTOS BY CONNIE SNOW

STOP FOR

The Bureau of Reclama-
tion has awarded a contract for 
$1,430,277.54 to RJS Construc-
tion Inc. of Spokane Valley, 
Washington to stabilize 2,700 
feet of eroding shoreline along 
the south side of Gadens Point 
at Belle Fourche Reservoir. 

 The project will reduce 
ongoing shoreline erosion along 
Gadens Point and ensure safe 
public vehicle travel to recre-
ational facilities along Gadens 
Point area. Material hauling 
for construction has begun and 
there is a contract completion 
date of September 15, 2025.

 Gadens Point Camp Loop 
2 will be restricted to traffic. 
Suzie Peak Road will remain 
open to vehicular travel, but the 

public is urged to use caution 
as truck and heavy equipment 
traffic will increase. Signage 
will be in place along Suzie 
Peak Road to inform the public 
of heavy equipment traffic and 
construction ahead.  

The Belle Fourche Project, 
located in western South Dako-
ta northeast of the Black Hills, 
includes a diversion dam, stor-
age dam, and canals to irrigate 
57,068 acres in Newell, Vale, 
and Nisland along the Belle 
Fourche River valley. Though 
primarily for irrigation, it also 
provides flood control, wildlife 
conservation, and recreation. 
The Dam on Owl Creek, eight 
miles east of Belle Fourche, 
created the Belle Fourche Res-

GOP chairman won’t 
seek reelection, others 

angling for job

Another round of leadership 
turnover is coming within the 
South Dakota Republican Party.

State GOP Chairman John 
Wiik will not seek a second 
term leading South Dakota’s 
long-dominant party and plans 
to hand off the position fol-
lowing the end of his two-year 
term, according to multiple 
Republican insiders.

Ready to take Wiik’s place, 
who declined to comment when 
reached by The Dakota Scout 
this week, are at least three 
party players active within 
South Dakota politics and the 
state GOP.

According to correspon-
dence circulating among GOP 
county and precinct officers 
from around the state, former 
House Majority Leader Lee 
Qualm, Vote No on H Chairman 
Ezra Hays, and anti-carbon 
pipeline leader Jim Eschenbaum 
are all vying for support ahead 
of Republican officer elections 
in January.

Qualm is a former lawmak-
er from Platte who served as 
House Majority Leader from 
2017 to 2020. He narrowly lost 
a bid to reclaim a legislative 
spot in the June primary, com-
ing up short against Rep. Marty 
Overweg and Rep.-elect Jim 
Halverson in District 21.

Hays, from Rapid City, led 
efforts to defeat a proposed bal-

lot measure earlier this month 
that sought to do away with par-
tisan primary elections in South 
Dakota. His campaign commit-
tee had the backing of the South 
Dakota Republican Party.

Eschenbaum, a Hand 
County commissioner, orga-
nized opposition to a proposed 
carbon sequestration pipeline 
and is credited with helping to 
rally public dissent for Referred 
Law 21, also on the ballot in the 
Nov. 5 election.

All three men are scheduled 
to participate in a GOP candi-
date forum this week, where 
they’ll have the chance to 
make their pitch to be the next 
chairman of the South Dakota 
Republican Party — a position 
tasked with candidate recruit-
ment, managing organizational 
budget operations, and fund-
raising.

It’s unclear if GOP Vice 
Chairwoman and state Rep. 
Mary Fitzgerald will seek 
re-election or a promotion to the 
chairmanship. She did not re-
spond to requests for comment 
from The Scout.

The status of the state GOP 
executive director, a position 
currently held by Reggie Rho-
den, is also uncertain. Rhoden, 
the lone full-time staff member 
within the state party, has been 
with the party since shortly after 
Wiik took over last year. Hiring 
decisions are made by the party 
chairman with the advice and 
consent of the party’s Executive 
Committee.

According to the Federal 
Election Commission, the party 
had about $60,000 cash on hand 
as of mid-October.

ervoir, the Belle Fourche Na-
tional Wildlife Refuge, and the 
Rocky Point Recreation Area.

 For more information, 
please contact Steven Fritch 
at (605) 519-5419. If you are 
deaf, hard of hearing, or have 
a speech disability, please dial 
7-1-1 to access telecommunica-
tions relay services.

About Reclamation: The Bu-
reau of Reclamation is a federal 
agency under the U.S. Depart-
ment of the Interior and is the 
nation’s largest wholesale water 
supplier and second largest pro-
ducer of hydroelectric power. 
Our facilities also provide sub-
stantial flood control, recreation 
opportunities, and environmen-
tal benefits.

No kid will be turned

HaysEschenbaum
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Tourists watch the ongoing excavation at the Mammoth Site in Hot Springs, S.D., on 
July 17, 2024. (Photo: Krystal Schoenbauer / SDPB)

“I believe that it is an 
act of sovereignty for a 
tribe to take control of 
their cultural history by 
telling their own story. 
And what better way 
to do that than tourism 
with people from your 
local community to even 
internationally?”

South Dakota Native 
Tourism Alliance to support 

Entrepreneurs Karen Odell 
Nov. 18, 2024

Capitol News

Capitol and Tie Creek saw 
frost on the pumpkins, on Sun-
day morning. Things had finally 
gotten pretty chilly during the 
night. 

On Monday afternoon, Ronda 
Cordell drove to Rapid City to 
stay over-night at Cristen and 
Jayda Westling’s. On Tuesday 
morning, Ronda had an appoint-
ment with a Rapid City derma-
tologist. She met Curt Zolnoski 
for a late breakfast after the 
appointment. Then, she was 
back to Spearfish by one-thirty 
for a chiropractor appointment. 
Diane Wear came to the ranch 
after work on Monday, to stay 
over to doggie sit and tend to 
chores. On Friday afternoon, 
Diane Wear came by again, 
briefly, as she was on her way 
in to Camp Crook to cook at 
the Corner Cafe. Ronda made 
a quick trip to Buffalo, and 
enjoyed ‘tips’ at the cafe as 
she came back through Camp 
Crook, on her way home. Diane 
stayed over-night, to be able to 
cook on Saturday evening. She 
helped Ronda get the squash 
into a winterized place before 
she headed back home to Ekala-
ka on Sunday. Ronda drove out 
to the Bullock Hall on Sunday, 
where the Christmas Bazaar 
was taking place, and enjoyed 
lunch and looking at the crafts.

Dick and Erma Albert went 
shopping in the Hills on Tues-
day. Things have been pretty 
calm since then. They both went 
to the Senior Citizen dinner on 
Friday, and enjoyed ham and 
potatoes. There was cake, also, 
for a couple of birthdays. Erma 
stayed to play cards and was 
on a winning streak. She won 
three games. On Sunday, Dick 
and Erma went to church at the 
Catholic Church, and stayed 
afterward for a pot luck dinner 

and Bible study. 
Alvin and Marlee Cordell had 

a hunter from Iowa, this week, 
who left on Tuesday. Wade 
Pearson hauled some boards out 
for Alvin, on Thursday. Then 
Jess Lehman came to inspect a 
couple of cows that Wade took 
back with him. On Saturday, 
two hunters, a man and wife 
from Colorado, came. They 
were friends who had visited 
for many years. Alvin went out 
with them, on Sunday, and Mar-
lee went to church at the Meth-
odist Church in Camp Crook. 
Barrett Cordell’s birthday will 
be on Monday, so everyone at 
church sang ‘Happy Birthday’ 
for him, and got to have cake 
after church. 

Pete Anderson went to church 
in Camp Crook, too, and en-
joyed the cake afterward. Then 
Bruce and Lynn Gustafson came 
to visit him later in the day.

Lynn Gustafson picked up 
Janet Odell, and they went to 
the Diligent Doer’s Extension 
Club meeting at the Camp 
Crook City Hall, on Wednesday. 
On Thursday, Bruce and Lynn 
had to go all the way to Miles 
City, so that Lynn could get a 
driver’s license with ID. That 
certainly sounds like a hardship 
to me; and also a great expense. 
That’s 340 miles round-trip.

Monday was Veteran’s Day, 
and Julia Davis had a holiday 
from her work in town, so she 
could do a lot of work at home. 
The rest of the week was pretty 
normal until Friday. That’s 
when one of their big white 
sheep dogs came in with a face 
and mouth full of porcupine 
quills. There were so many, that 
they had to take him to the vet 
in Belle Fourche. Doug helped 
the vet while the dog was sedat-
ed, and they finally got all the 
quills out. The dog was groggy, 
but much happier on the way 
home. 

Junior and Shirley Melum got 

a nice package of wedding pic-
tures from their granddaughter, 
Lauren Woods. Lauren and her 
husband returned from a trip to 
Hawaii, and live outside Kansas 
City on a farm. She now has 
chickens to care for, while her 
husband has a large lawn care 
business in town. 

Dawn Padden had been to 
Bowman for the junior high 
basketball games, on Friday. 
Junior High wrestling has also 
started and the high school 
wrestlers will begin next week. 
Dawn and Bryce went on a 
skunk hunt, this week. They got 
some, but fear there are more 
living nearby. 

Karen Odell and Hywel had a 
pretty quiet week. Karen caught 
some more cats to visit the 
Metzger Holcolm Vet Clinic. 
Hywel is not a great help, and 
two got away when she was 
nearly ready to leave, but she 
finally got a few to take down 
on Wednesday. She went back 
again, on Friday, to pick them 
up. Jack Ovitz stopped by, one 
day, to check out an electrical 
breaker for Karen. He went on 
up the river, to visit at Junior 
and Shirley Melum’s. Karen 
made a trip to Wolffy’s in Camp 
Crook. She talked to both her 
brothers, Ron and Jim Evans in 
Ohio, and it was good to hear 
their voices. She watched the 
Columbus Grove High School 
football team on YouTube, and 
got to see grandchildren of her 
home-town friends, playing in 
the game. She got a great letter 
from her college friend, Jeanne 
Dineen. She and Jeanne can 
recall many interesting and ex-
citing events from their college 
days, and trips with the univer-
sity choir and cheerleaders.

Next week will be the Hard-
ing County Ministerial Com-
munity Service at six o’clock 
on Sunday, at the log church in 
Buffalo.

The echoes of a kind word 
can rebound from person to per-
son until they are truly endless.

AGENCY VILLAGE, S.D. 
– The South Dakota Native 
Tourism Alliance became a 
nonprofit this year and is enter-
ing the next phase of its work, 
five years after it was started by 
the state’s nine Native Ameri-
can tribes and dozens of other 
organizations to promote en-
trepreneurship in economically 
disadvantaged communities and 
preserve and promote Indige-
nous culture.

Tourism is the state’s 
second-largest industry and a 
primary economic engine in 
plenty of towns across the state. 
The idea is to connect more of 
those millions of tourists and 
their billions of dollars with 
South Dakota’s rich American 
Indian culture.

“When you look at tourism 
and the idea of having a place 
for visitors to come that’s just 
off the interstate, I think that 
is tourism gold,” said Sisseton 
Wahpeton Oyate tribal archivist 
Tamara St. John. 

The Tribal Historic Preserva-
tion Office in Agency Village 
features a growing collection 
of hundreds of historic artifacts 
and Native art. The collection 
is currently housed in the tribal 
administration building on the 
Lake Traverse Reservation in 
the northeast corner of the state.

“The tribe has been very 
accommodating, but we have 
outgrown (this space),” St. John 
said. The tribe is in the early 
stages of developing a visitor 
center to house the collection. 
St. John’s belief in the opportu-
nity tourism can offer reserva-
tion communities spurred her 
to spend the past five years as a 
state representative.

“Seeing that tourism is such 
a huge economic driver for the 
state of South Dakota, and it 
really could benefit our area,” 
she said. “I believe that it is an 
act of sovereignty for a tribe 
to take control of their cultural 
history by telling their own sto-
ry. And what better way to do 
that than tourism with people 
from your local community to 
even internationally?” 

Around the same time St. 
Join joined the Legislature, oth-
er stakeholders were meeting to 
discuss the potential of Native 
American tourist attractions.

“We’ve had fits and starts 
for decades with tribal tour-
ism,” Secretary of Tourism Jim 
Hagen said in an interview with 
South Dakota Public Broad-
casting earlier this year. “About 
five years ago we really made 
a concerted effort to reach out 
to our tribes, tribal partners and 
friends and say, ‘Let’s really get 
this going.’”

GWU provided guidance
The Tourism department 

sought outside help from the In-
ternational Institute of Tourism 
Studies at George Washington 
University, which “has been 
specializing in helping Indige-
nous people create tourism on 
their reservations,” Hagen said.

The institute served as a 
facilitator of early meetings of 
an ad hoc group of local and 
tribal entities with an interest 
in developing tourism in their 
communities. That group even-
tually became the South Dakota 
Native Tourism Alliance (SD-
NTA), which earned 501(c)(3) 
nonprofit status earlier this year. 
The alliance includes more than 
50 network participants such 
as representation from tribes 
like St. John, the South Dakota 
Department of Tourism and 
businesses that operate in tribal 
communities.

“Together, we represent and 
try to get representation from 
all nine tribes in our area,” said 
Frank Kills in Water, SDNTA 
board chair. “It helps us as an 
alliance to have partners on 
every reservation to help bring 
tourism to each reservation in a 
good way.” 

The early work with George 
Washington University also 
resulted in a five-year Native 

American Tourism Develop-
ment and Management Plan 
specific to South Dakota. The 
145-page plan includes existing 
attractions across the state’s 
nine reservations, along with 
opportunities for further devel-
opment.

“Through these collabora-
tions, we’ve come to find out 
that our experiences in Indian 
Country are very unique,” 
said Kills in Water. “And GW 
helped us to kind of enrich 
those and point them out, not 
only to the tourism industry 
but to ourselves as well. So we 
came to the understanding in 
these meetings that our culture 
was the way that we were going 
to be able to show the rest of 
the world that we’re still here.”

Encouraging entrepreneurship
Preserving and sharing tribal 

culture aren’t the only potential 
benefits of developing Native 
American tourism. There’s no 
direct line between the state’s 
nearly $5 billion dollar tourism 
industry and the economically 
disadvantaged reservation areas.

Both St. John and Kills 
in Water see tourism as an 
economic and entrepreneurial 
opportunity for tribal communi-
ties, where jobs can be scarce. 
”The tourism that we want to 
start isn’t going to make our 
tribes rich,” said Kills in Water. 
“The ultimate goal is that ikce 
wicasa (common man) going 
out and using that skill and us-
ing something that he’s learned 
through the work of our alliance 
and our partners in the industry 
to go and bring that dollar home 
to his family.”

One of the small business-
es represented in the SDNTA 
is Tatanka Rez Tourz, touted 
as the only Native Ameri-
can-owned tour company in 
South Dakota. It’s run by Guss 
Yellow Hair and Tianna Yellow 
Hair, a father-daughter duo on 
the Pine Ridge Indian Reser-
vation. The two also hosted a 
training for other prospective 
Native American tour guides in 
May through the SDNTA. Guss 
Yellow Hair first suggested the 
idea for a tour guide business 
to his daughter in 2011, after 
his experience giving tours as a 
cultural consultant for the Pine 
Ridge Chamber of Commerce.

“A lot of people were asking 
questions, and in my mind I was 
thinking, ‘Well, who better to 
tell our story than me, a Lako-
ta-Cheyenne person who grew 
up on the reservation?’” Guss 
remembered. Tianna Yellow 
Hair initially presented the idea 
during a business plan com-
petition at the Lakota Nation 
Invitational – and won. She and 
her father launched the business 
about nine years ago. They cur-
rently offer three tour packages 
that range in time commitment 
and the topics covered.

“We try to accommodate you 
and take that into consideration, 
while still following who we are 
and why we started this,” said 
Tianna Yellow Hair. “Which is 
to educate our visitors on things 
that have already been in the 
public but also to knock down a 
lot of those stereotypical views 
that people have of us.”

Room for growth
The same difficulties that 

make developing a new indus-
try in reservation communities 
appealing also make it a chal-
lenge – from remote locations 
to infrastructure needs.

Tianna Yellow Hair, who 
also serves as secretary of the 
South Dakota Native Tourism 
Alliance, sees common themes 
around the state.

“A lot of times, people who 
come through South Dakota 
want to see an Indian reserva-
tion,” she said. “And what we 
found in each of these reser-
vations is we are open to the 
tourists, but we don’t have the 
facilities to really host them. 
Which is not only restrooms, 
ATMs. Also our roads are an 
issue, hotel stays, places to eat, 
restaurants. We really lack a lot 
of tourist accommodations.” In-
vesting in accommodations for 
visitors can be a hard sell, espe-
cially when so many residents 
have their own needs. Kills 
in Water said buy-in from the 
tribes has not been universal.

“Our own people feel like 
when a bus comes through, 
they’re looking at us like we’re 
animals in cages,” he said. 
“They come and they see all 

our trash and our boarded-up 
houses and the struggles of 
reservation life ... and some of 
our people, they see tourism in 
a negative light. They see that, 
‘Oh, we’re selling ourselves 
out. We’re selling our culture.’”

Other proponents of tribal 
tourism, like St. John, have a 
different perspective.

“I would say that by develop-
ing a tourism program, you’re 
able to control those things. 
You’re really able to define 
by your policies or your code 
where people can go. What 
would you like them to see? 

What would you like them to 
know? It’s really a way of tak-
ing control.”

The South Dakota Native 
Tourism Alliance held its quar-
terly meeting at Crazy Horse 
Memorial earlier this month. 
Kills in Water hopes it becomes 
the go-to organization to help 
develop tourism opportunities 
for Native people in South 
Dakota.

“The entrepreneurial aspect 
of this is giving individuals a 
chance to go out and become 
tour guides. It’s giving them a 
chance to showcase their skills 

and what they do,” he said. 
“And it’s giving them a voice.”

How to watch ‘South Dakota 
Focus’

The next episode of “South 
Dakota Focus” airs on Thurs-
day, Nov. 21, at 8:30 p.m. Cen-
tral time / 7:30 p.m. Mountain 
time. It can be viewed on SD-
PB-TV1, Facebook, YouTube 
and SD.net.

The episode includes:
A visit to the Tribal Historic 

Preservation Office of the Sis-
seton Wahpeton Oyate on the 
Lake Traverse Reservation

A conversation with the 
board chair of the South Dakota 
Native Tourism Alliance

How the Tatanka Rez Tourz 
business works to educate visi-
tors on contemporary life on the 
Pine Ridge Indian Reservation.

This story is part of a series 
that Jackie Hendry, host and 
producer of South Dakota 
Public Broadcasting’s “South 
Dakota Focus,” will write to 
preview the upcoming show on 
South Dakota News Watch, an 
independent, nonprofit news or-
ganization. Read more in-depth 
stories at sdnewswatch.org and 
sign up for an email every few 
days to get stories as soon as 
they’re published. Contact us at 
info@sdnewswatch.org.

        Jackie Hendry
     sdnewswatch.org
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Former Secretary of Homeland Security Jeh Johnson speaks at the National Press Foun-
dation 2024 Elections Fellowship on July 29, 2024, in Detroit. He led the department from 2013-
17 under former President Barack Obama. (Photo: Stu Whitney / South Dakota News Watch)

Gov. Kristi Noem posted this photo on her Facebook page on Oct. 3, 2024, showing her 
helping South Dakota National Guard soldiers at the Southern border. In her post, Noem said 
that the Guard soldiers constructed more than five miles of border wall. (Photo: Gov. Kristi Noem 
on Facebook)

Integrity Meats

Delivery Available
We can Meat your needs!

404 Industrial St Belle Fourche
(605) 892-6215

“I suspect there will 
be many days when 
she wishes she were 
back in South Dakota,” 
said Jeh Johnson, who 
served as Homeland 
Security secretary un-

Noem’s Cabinet role could be ‘untenable:’ 
Former Homeland Security chief

South Dakota Gov. Kristi 
Noem’s rise to secretary of the 
Department of Homeland Se-
curity would put her in charge 
of a sprawling federal network 
of 22 agencies and 260,000 em-
ployees tasked with keeping the 
United States safe from outside 
threats.

Whether she’s prepared for 
that position depends on whom 
you ask, and she still needs 
to be confirmed by the U.S. 
Senate.

South Dakota Gov. Kristi 
Noem’s rise to secretary of the 
Department of Homeland Se-
curity would put her in charge 
of a sprawling federal network 
of 22 agencies and 260,000 em-
ployees tasked with keeping the 
United States safe from outside 
threats.

Whether she’s prepared for 
that position depends on whom 
you ask, and she still needs 
to be confirmed by the U.S. 
Senate.

But most everyone agrees her 
potential role in President-elect 
Donald Trump’s Cabinet comes 
at a pivotal time in the coun-
try’s approach to illegal immi-
gration and national security.

Jeh Johnson, who served as 
Homeland Security secretary 
under President Barack Obama 
from 2013-17, told News Watch 
that he wishes the South Dakota 
Republican success “in promot-
ing the department’s missions 
and its people.”

But Johnson, former gener-
al counsel of the Department 
of Defense, added a note of 
caution as Noem prepares to 
join an administration that has 
vowed to carry out mass depor-
tations of illegal immigrants 
in the country, facing likely 
legislative and legal hurdles 
along the way.

“I fear she will be placed in 
the untenable position of having 
to publicly defend the Trump 
Administration’s most con-
troversial and harshest immi-
gration enforcement policies,” 
Johnson told News Watch. “I 
suspect there will be many days 
when she wishes she were back 
in South Dakota.”

Serving as governor is ‘train-
ing ground’

The Department of Home-
land Security, formed in 
response to the 9/11 attacks of 
2001, began operations in 2003 
and is the third-largest Cabinet 
department behind the Depart-
ment of Defense and Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs.

Though it is largely associat-
ed with immigration oversight 
through Customs and Border 
Protection (CBP) and Immigra-
tion and Customs Enforcement 
(ICE), Homeland Security also 
oversees cybersecurity and 
disaster response, as well as 
the Secret Service and Coast 
Guard.

John Sandweg, who served 
as acting director of ICE from 
2013-14, said Noem’s expe-
rience as governor could help 
prepare her for coordinating the 
various agencies and supervis-
ing the budget, though DHS 
has a significantly larger budget 
and workforce than the state of 
South Dakota.

Sandweg noted that two other 
governors, Tom Ridge of Penn-
sylvania (2003-05) and Janet 
Napolitano of Arizona (2009-
13) have served as Homeland 
Security secretary, managing 
a budget that reached $108 
billion for fiscal year 2025, of 
which $62 billion is net discre-
tionary funding.

“Managing an executive 

function and one that can be 
highly political (as governor) 
is a unique background that 
can serve as training ground to 
being secretary, dealing with 
a state Legislature instead of 
Congress,” said Sandweg, a na-
tional security lawyer who also 
served as acting DHS general 
counsel.

Texas governor praises 
Noem choice

Noem, who didn’t respond to 
interview requests for this story, 
has said that she asked Trump 
for the Homeland Security po-
sition and looks forward to “dis-
cussing our nation’s security 
challenges and my commitment 
to addressing them head-on” 
during Senate confirmation 
hearings.

In a recent poll conducted 
by Echelon Insights, 27% of 
respondents either strongly or 
somewhat supported Noem as 
the DHS nominee, compared to 
26% who strongly or somewhat 
oppose the choice.

That net approval of plus-
1 was third-lowest of eight 
high-profile Trump Cabinet 
picks, ahead of only Matt Gaetz 
for attorney general (nega-
tive-11) and Pete Hegseth for 
secretary of Defense (nega-
tive-2).

Noem has deployed South 
Dakota National Guard troops 
to the Southern border five 
times during her administration. 
In 2021, she drew criticism for 
accepting a $1 million donation 
from a Republican donor to 
help cover the cost of a two-
month deployment of 48 troops 
to the U.S.-Mexico border in 
Texas.

Noem has also made several 
trips to the border to support the 
enforcement efforts of Texas 
Gov. Greg Abbott, who praised 
her on the social media site X 
the day she was nominated as a 
“border hawk who has worked 
with me to secure the Texas 
border.”

Sandweg, a lawyer in Wash-
ington specializing in DHS 
compliance and immigration, 
said that Noem’s new role will 
likely be an eye-opener com-
pared to her past brushes with 
border security as an Upper 
Midwest governor without 
federal oversight.

“I think she’ll find that she 
has a lot to learn about border 
security,” Sandweg told News 
Watch. “(Homeland Security) is 
a different type of responsibility 
in which she’s constrained in 
ways she wasn’t in the past by 
federal law, budgetary concerns 
and international diplomacy.”

Clashes with White House 
possible

Trump has tapped former ICE 
director Tom Homan to serve as 
his “border czar” at the White 
House, which could free up 
Noem to focus on other DHS 
agencies such as the Secret 
Service and FEMA.

The administration’s immi-
gration strategy will also be 
shaped by Stephen Miller, who 
was hired as deputy chief of 
staff for policy after working 
on the Muslim travel ban and 
other hardline initiatives during 
Trump’s previous White House 
stint.

But Noem will still oversee 
the DHS budget, which will 
have to be ramped up signifi-
cantly to carry out some of the 
deportation and enforcement 
policies being pushed by Trump 
and his team.

Trump has indicated that 
he plans to declare a national 
emergency to carry out his 
campaign promise of mass 
deportations of migrants living 
in the U.S. illegally, of which 
there are an estimated 11.7 
million, according to the Center 
for Migration Studies based on 
U.S. Census Bureau data.

Finding resources for those 
plans could put Noem on the fir-
ing line of appropriation-based 
battles with Congress, where 

          Stu Whitney
     sdnewswatch.org

Republicans will hold a 53-47 
majority in the U.S. Senate but 
a slimmer advantage in the U.S. 
House.

“Border and immigration 
issues tend to dominate the job, 
and she has the added wrinkle 
of having more seasoned policy 
and operational people at the 
White House,” said Sandweg, 
referring to Homan and Miller. 

“It will be interesting to see 



Good Shepherd Clinic is a free medical and emergency dental clinic for adults, ages 
19-64, who do not qualify for or have insurance and meet 200% of the Federal Poverty 
Level.   Since February 2009, the clinic has been open on Monday nights at Our 
Savior’s Lutheran Church in Spearfish to provide medical and emergency dental 
services.   We are pleased to announce that a satellite clinic, for medical services only, 
will be available on the 2nd and 4th Thursdays of the month at Shepherd of the Hills 
Lutheran Church in Lead.    Enter the church through the Julius Street parking lot 
(below 825 W. Main Street).  
The Spearfish clinic will continue to provide medical, emergency dental, 

counseling, and resource services on Monday nights at Our Savior’s 
Lutheran church, located at 1020 State Street.

Next Clinic:   (closed on the 28th for 
Thanksgiving).

Registration will be from 6:00-7:00pm.Good Shepherd Clinic 
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Effective 10/1
the weekend

meal program
will be closing

down. We will no
longer be
serving or

delivering meals
on the

weekends. Meals
will continue to
be available and

delivered
Monday through

Friday. This is
necessary due

to a shortage of
funding and

volunteers for
the time being.

Don’t miss:
Community Chili Feed
November 29th - 4pm

at Community Hall

C-8

WEATHER HAT CO.
Custom and Handcrafted Hats

EST. 1912

Jack Scholl
Craftsman

(605) 645 - 1654
519 Grant St. Belle Fourche
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Community Joins for Food and Fellowship

$25 Minimum Order219 Girard Avenue • Newell, SD 57760 • Phone 456-1660
Prices Effective: Friday Through Thurs., Nov. 22 - Dec. 5, 2024

Open
7 Days a week!

Monday - Friday
8am - 6pm
Sat. - Sun.
9am - 5pm

”Senior Citizen Day Discount last Friday of Every Month”

10-15 Oz

King’s Hawaiian
Dinner Rolls

Free In-Town Delivery!

$399 2/$6

24 Ct.
Party Pack
Original or

Butter

Jimmy Dean
Pork Sausage

16 Oz. Roll • Selected Varieties

Best Choice
Butter

16 Oz. • Selected Varieties

Lucky Leaf
Pie Filling

20-21 Oz. • Selected Varieties

Best Choice
Graham Cracker

Pie Crust
6 Oz.

McCormick
Brown or Country

Gravy Mix
.87-2.64 Oz.

Jessie Lord Pie
8 Inch • Pumpkin, Apple,

Blueberry, Cherry or Peach

Kemps
Cottage Cheese

22 Oz. • Selected Varieties

Crunchmaster
Crackers

3.54-4 Oz. • Everything,
Original, or White Cheddar

Coke Products
12 Pack 12 Oz. Cans

Taylor Farms
Veggies

Holiday Favorite
Fresh Cranberries

12 Oz.

$599

$179

$199$699 2/$5

$349

$299

$349

3/$15

99¢

10-12 Oz. 
Cauliflower

Florets,
Vegetable
Medley or

Broccoli Florets

The Newell City Hall was full of the wonderous smells of turkey and ham and the voices of friends and family.			 
										          Photo by Betty Bruner

NEWELL-Newell City Hall 
was the place to be Sunday 
evening for a feast of turkey, 
ham, and side dishes furnished 
by community members. Over 
100 area folks gathered to 
begin the Thanksgiving season 
together as a community to 

Food and FellowshipB’s Buzz

As we draw closer to the 
holidays, I suppose many of 
us have been reflecting on 
food, family, and the future. 
I’ve spent the last week 
pondering the past. This time 
of year seems to lend itself to 
reflection-what didn’t get done 
and what still needs to be done. 
Did I miss anything important? 
Or was I too busy to spend time 
with those who are important 
to me?

I have come to the place 
where it’s more important to 
spend time with those “who” 
are important to me, than to 
“do” anything important.

Don’t get me wrong, there 
are important things to do, 
but the key is that the “doing” 
doesn’t overtake the “whoing.”

When our kids were all 
little (a looong time ago), the 
holidays were a time of lots 
of doing. Christmas concerts, 
shopping, tree trimming, 
decorating, and above all 
baking! Cooking, cleaning, and 
all that stuff. It was a grand 
time and never to be forgotten. 
But now, the kids are grown and 
grandchildren have come to fill 
the space. But they don’t come 
to our house so much anymore 
although we do get to see them 
on the holidays. 

So, what is the point of 
planning and preparing and 
decorating and then putting 
everything away? It’s just 
hubby and me (and you know 
I’m married to Mr. Scrooge. 
Who, by the way, denies that 
he is a Scrooge.) But I digress. 
I plan and prepare and decorate 
because I enjoy it! And it 
makes the whole house look 
welcoming and fun!

Today or tomorrow or 
maybe the next day, I’ll sit 
down and plan what I’ll bake 
and how much decorating I’ll 
do. That’s the fun part! It’s like 
planning for a vacation and 
then staying home to enjoy 
the pamphlets for the vacation 
without all the hassle of 
traveling. Huh? Well we haven’t 
taken very many vacations in 
our 50+ years of marriage, but 
we have taken time to enjoy 
each other’s presence. We know 
that time is precious and grab 
onto it whenever we can.

You see, this time of year is 
also sad and causes me to pause 
again to realize how treasured 
family is. Three years ago, on 
November 21, our oldest son, 
Matthew, and his son, Noah, 
were killed in a plane crash. 
Matthew was the pilot and it 
was discovered that he had a 
heart attack on take-off. He was 
only 44.

We never got to say 
goodbye, never got to tell him 
one more time that he was 
loved, and that we were proud 

enjoy a bit of holiday food and 
a whole lot of conversation with 
friends and neighbors.

The meal was put together 
by an ambitious group of ladies 
from the area churches with 
the side dishes and desserts 
brought in by other community 
members. The turkey and ham 
was donated by a grant from 
Thrivent. Food was laid out on 
two rows and no one could go 
away hungry from the meal. 
Turkey was served by Fred 
Wilson and Jerry Seaman.

The evening began with 
prayer by Lt. Governor Larry 
Rhoden. He highlighted the 

privilege to be here in rural 
South Dakota and encouraged 
everyone to appreciate the 
things around them. 

“Be thankful for the thing 
the good Lord has given us,” 
he said. 

He continued by praying 
that, “We pause to thank You 
for Your blessings. Blessings 
that don’t come from the 
government but created by 
You.”

Following the delicious 
meal, the Watchmen Youth 
Group gathered in the front to 
introduce themselves and tell 
a little about their group. The 

teens started the group when 
there was no church youth 
group in the area and strive to 
study the Bible.

Orin Bender, area teen 
from the youth group, was the 
speaker for the evening. He 
began by asking the crowd why 
we give thanks for anything. 
He pointed out that it is 
show appreciation. The most 
important thing to remember is 
to show God our appreciation 
for Him and His care. Orin 
read from James 4, saying in 
part that we are not guaranteed 
tomorrow or today, but God 
is always there when we need 
Him.

According to Psalm 107, 
Bender said that we need to 
thank God for His wonderous 
love and His faithful love. It is 
important to remember what 
God has done and thank Him 
for everything.

Remember, Bender said, all 
that God has given us so we can 
give it away. 

“Act on what He has given 
us,” he concluded.

Lorie (Rhoden) Hausmann 
was asked to lead the crowd in 
a couple of familiar songs. As 
MC Sabrina Harmon noted, she 
was asked about five minutes 
earlier.

Lorie warmed up the crowd 
by saying that we are blessed 
to live in the United States and 
in South Dakota. The crowd 
sang “God Bless America” and 
“How Great Thou Art.”

The evening was concluded 
with Pastor Terri Blanchett 
thanking all the ladies who 
helped to put the event together. 
She ended with prayer for the 
community, saying how much 
she appreciated everyone there.

of what God had done in his 
life. We missed that opportunity 
because we were too busy to 
stop “doing” and instead missed 
the point of family.

But, I am aware of the 
present and what it means to 
all those who are close to us. 
Family, friends, co-workers. 
People who are far and near 
us. And I have made myself 
a promise-I will tell people 
I come in contact with that 
they are special. Some have 
wonderful smiles, some have 
a giggle or a laugh that cannot 
be forgotten. There are some 
that rarely smile or laugh, but 
they have wisdom beyond their 
years. Tall ones, short ones, 
skinny and not so skinny ones. 

There is always something 
special about those we come 
in contact with. So, I’ve spent 
some time considering people 
I see and meet. In this time of 
rushing around trying to do, 
take a little time to LOOK at 
individuals and SEE them and 
their lives. 

Thanksgiving will never 
be the same, but that doesn’t 
mean it will never be enjoyed. 
There are still family members 
and friends to share our time 
together. And I plan to learn 
how to play Cribbage this year! 
I’m going to take the time to 
have my grandchildren show 
me how to play. It’ll be a riot!

Lt. Governor Larry Rhoden gave the opening blessing at 
the community Thanksgiving dinner.

				    Photo by Betty Bruner
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November 16, 1944
   Residents of Mud Butte 

and Sulphur communities 
turned out enmasse Sunday 
night and Monday morning 
in search of little Sally Mae 
Sundstrom, 9-year-old daughter 
of Mr. & Mrs. Carl Sundstrom 
of Mud Butte. The child rode 
a gentle horse and accompa-
nied by 2 dogs, left the ranch 
Sunday afternoon to bring the 
sheep into the corral from a 
short distance away. Apparently, 
the thick fog confused her and 
when she had not returned after 
a reasonable length of time, 
the parents notified neighbors, 
and the word spread through 
the countryside. Many joined a 
search party and descended into 
the darkness, but still no child 
was found. Monday morning 
the child appeared at the home 
of Mr. & Mrs. Oscar Orwick, 
some15 miles north at Zeona, 
who fed her, cleaned her up and 
put her to bed then notified the 
searching parties.

   The most unwelcome 
combination of wind and snow 
once more teamed up this 
week to make life miserable 
for the habitants of this part of 
South Dakota. Starting Sunday 
with rain, the storm Monday 
night developed into a raging 
blizzard. Tuesday morning, 
we were confronted with snow 
drifts 6 to 7 feet high and all 
roads effectively block-aided. 
In Newell all business was 
practically suspended, Tuesday 
as the storm raged throughout 
the day no mail moved in or out 
of Newell, trains were can-
celled, no school, not a wheel 
turned for 2 days, and doubtful 
if anyone of them is able to get 
any distance today. Highway 79 
from Sturgis is still blocked, the 
worst tie-up being over Sly Hill 
on this side of Sturgis. High-
ways 212 east and 79 north are 
blocked with drifts that are long 
and tall.

   The Federal Communica-
tions Commission has granted 
the Black Hills Broadcast 
Company permission to change 
its call letters for radio station 
KOBH to “KOTA”. Elaborate 
ceremonies are planned when 
the changeover is made. Use 
of the new call letters will be 
started Wednesday, November 
22nd.

November 25, 1954
   Sam Michelson, operator 

of Sam’s Service in Newell, 
has announced that he will hold 
the formal opening of his new 
“212-79 Service Center”, Satur-
day, November 27th. A gala day 
is planned for the opening of 
the modern Carter Service Sta-
tion recently completed along 
Highways 212 & 79, with a host 
of prizes to be given away and 

“Looking Forward to our Past”                                                                  
									        									         by Linda Velder 

Then and Now in Newell

really well. He graduated from 
high school in Bison in 1960 
and he passed away in Sep-
tember 15, 2022 at Copper Sky 
Assisted Living in Casa Grande, 
AZ while Woody and his wife 
were living in McIntosh during 
the summer. Woody is buried 
in the Rabbit Butte Cemetery, 
south of Bison on the Bixby 
Road.  It was Woody’s desire to 
be buried in the Besler Family 
plot where he spent numerous 
days during his childhood as 
a young adult helping out at 
Uncle Wayne Besler’s ranch, 
which was the homestead of his 
grandparents Christ and Julia 
Besler, and where his mother 
Elsie (Besler) Penor was born 
and raised.

  Copper and her team had 
a basketball game in Belle 
Fourche on Saturday and they 
had a lot of fun. 

  With Thanksgiving this 
week, I’ll leave you with this:

  An industrious turkey farm-
er was always experimenting 
with breeding to perfect a bet-
ter turkey. His family was fond 
of the leg portion for dinner and 
there were never enough legs 
for everyone.

  After many frustrating at-
tempts, the farmer was relating 
the results of his efforts to his 
friends at the general store get 
together. “Well I finally did it! I 
bred a turkey that has 6 legs!” 

  They all asked the farmer 
how it tasted. 

  “I don’t know” said the 
farmer. “I never could catch the 
darn thing!”

in Harding County.
  It was 10 degrees when we 

got up Thursday morning and it 
stayed chilly all day. Missy took 
care of River Lu and the twins 
at her house while Taz took 
Amanda up to help him work 
on Dalton Mellmer’s house 
north of Reeder that day. Reub 
and I cut up a lot of firewood 
that afternoon, enough to fill 
up the back of his side-by-side, 
and then he hauled it up to our 
house where I gathered up a 
bunch of it to fire up the wood 
stove in the house that night, 
which really felt good. Cop-
per had basketball practice in 
Buffalo that evening so Grand-
pa Casey brought Copper and 
Knox home that evening after 
Copper was done with basket-
ball practice and Casey was 
done with wrestling practice.

  I had a High Plains West-
ern Heritage board meeting in 
Spearfish on Friday and got to 
take another interesting tour 
through the building. I took a 
picture of a buggy that is on the 
stage in the theater that was giv-
en to the Heritage by the Penor 
family that I knew well growing 
up in Bison. This is what the 
sign in front of the buggy says: 
“Circa 1902-1910, Model 1544, 
Side Spring Business Buggy, 
Collis & Minnie Penor Owners, 
Used to deliver eggs to Bison, 
SD in 1940s, Driven by E.R. 
Penor McIntosh, SD, Great 
grandson”.

  I knew all the Penors and 
their relatives while my family 
lived in Bison and I knew E.R 
Penor, known as Woody Penor, 

  It got colder this week 
with  It got colder this week 
with temperatures in the 30s 
and 40s and the wind blew hard 
on Tuesday and Wednesday. 
Reub and I went to Buffalo 
Tuesday afternoon for the 
Harding County Republican 
precinct election at John and 
Sue Klempel’s house and it was 
hard driving against that 70mph 
wind. Taz and Casey stayed 
home on Tuesday and Wednes-
day to get things on the ranch 

ready for winter. There was a 
little skiff of snow on Tuesday 
on our way to Buffalo but it 
had disappeared by the time we 
were headed home.

  There has been some 
critter digging into the chicken 
coop where my pullets were so 
Wednesday evening Reub and 
I went up to move the pullets 
down to the coop with my old 
hens and Taz brought Copper 
and Knox to help us catch all 
the pullets and take them to the 
other coop in the dark. The kids 
were lots of help and it didn’t 
take us long to put the pullets 

into the coop with the old hens 
where they will be safe. 

  We lost another old friend: 
Celia Jean (Bickerdyke) Welch, 
84, died peacefully at the 
Spearfish Canyon Healthcare 
on Thursday, November 7. A 
Celebration of Celia’s Life was 
held on Monday, November 25, 
at Leverington Funeral Home of 
the Northern Hills with Pastor 
Pete Gradinaru officiating. 
There will be a private family 
committal service for inurn-
ment beside her husband in the 
Limpert Family Cemetery on 
the Slim Buttes Buffalo Ranch 

Grand River Roundup

resulted from the practice. New-
ell City officials noted the past 
week as they issued instructions 
to Police Chief Art Foxley to 
be alert for any persons driving 
vehicles thereon. Until the 
final seal coat is placed on the 
airstrip, vehicle travel there 
will result in extensive damage 
and possible loss of the large 
investment already made there. 
It is also noted that if minors are 
involved, their parents will be 

held liable for the damage.
   Music instructor Horald 

Mollet, Betty Ulrich, Janet 
Miller, Mike Edwards and 
Joel Laumer left Thursday for 
Watertown where the students 
participated in All-State Chorus 
activities over the weekend. 
Enroute home because of a 
bus breakdown, they spent 
overnight Sunday in Faulkton. 
Principal Walt Johnson drove to 
Faulkton after them Monday.

   Fire of undetermined ori-
gin completely destroyed a trail-
er house belonging to Rodney 
Winkler and its contents early 
Saturday at the Byron Schipke 
farm northwest of Newell. The 
blaze in the trailer, which was 
used by employees of Winkler’s 
engaged in land leveling at the 
Schipke farm was discovered 
about 7:00 AM and the Newell 
Volunteer Fire Department was 
called. However, firemen and 
neighbors were only able to 
keep the fire from spreading. 
The personal contents of the 
trailer were estimated at $800.

Betty Olson
news@bellefourchebeacon.com
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 November 16, 1914
   There was an interesting 

horse race at Arpan Saturday. 
A 10-year-old Hamiltonian 
was put up against a 5-year-old 
home product bronco. The latter 
won with the help of a long 
buggy whip which crowded 
“Old Ted” to the fence. He is 
not fond of those things, and 
neither are we.

   Axel Erickson wants an 
elderly woman as a companion 
for his wife. No children to look 
after and no housework to speak 
of. Someone who wants a good 
home. Inquire at the Irrigator 
Office or address Mr. Erickson, 
Newell, So Dak.

   L. M. Suni has 10 dozen 
white leghorns, rose and single 
comb, 1 and 2-year-old at his 
place a half mile south of the 
Newell Depot. He also has 12 
Poland China pigs ready to sell.

   It is expected that Deputy 
State Game Warden Eldholm 
will ask the State’s Attorney 
for the issuance of a complaint, 
charging a resident of Spearfish 
Canyon with employing a dog 
in deer hunting. The Deputy 
found a wounded buck in the 
creek, which was being attacked 
by a dog. The man charged 
with the offence claims he had 
wounded the deer and then used 
the dog to run down the deer. 
There seems to be some doubt 
regarding the validity of the law 
in respect to the use of dogs 
in deer hunting and probable 
the game warden will press the 
charge for the purpose of hav-
ing the law tested in court.

November 20,1924
   The Sewing Club held a 

most enjoyable meeting at Mrs. 
Richman’s on Friday after-
noon with Mesdames: Follum; 
Keffler; Richman; Mathews, 
Blacklock; Aune; Suter; Zecek 
and Miss Hester Calhoun pres-
ent. Tongues flew faster than 
needles. The hostess served a 
delicious luncheon. The next 
meeting will be with Mrs. Fol-
lum on December 5th.

   Mr. Rowan has been put-
ting the Horse Creek School’s 
supply of coal in. Two High 

School boys fixed the stove 
pipe in their room, it having 
been more like an ice box and 
a smoke house. Mr. Staiger and 
Paul have been killing coyotes 
in the Horse Creek vicinity near 
school yard last week.

   A League of Women 
Voters has been organized in 
the Empire Community. The 
following directors have been 
appointed for the new South 
Hilan League of Women Voters 
are President Mrs. Reppen, Vice 
President Mrs. Fairbanks and 
Secretary-Treasure Mrs. Guy 
Livingston.

   With all the turkey shoots 
and raffles in the country, there 

should be a turkey on the table  
for every thanksgiving dinner 
this year.

November 29, 1934
   The CCC Camp is now 

completed, and they are having 
a smoker on Thanksgiving Day 
to celebrate the event. Thanks-
giving Day will be a big day, 
the boys are going to have a 
real feed, meaning turkey with 
all the trimmings. Several of the 
boys went A.W.O.L. in order to 
get home for Thanksgiving Day, 
there being absolutely no leave 
granted until Christmas time.

   Hemp, that tall willowy 
weed stalk that has been grow-
ing by the roadside and water-
ways in many places unhonored 
and unsung, may furnish the 
basis of a new industry in the 
Black Hills. Experiments with 
it as an eradicator of creeping 
jenny, is only one part of the 
hemp horizon. It is believed 
the starting of a pulp mill 
here would be a good thing. 
Among the uses of hemp are 
twine making, cellophane, gun 
powder, rug manufacturer and 
newsprint. The matter will be 
considered by the Chamber of 
Commerce.

   Roy Woods recently pur-
chased the restaurant formerly 
conducted by Herman Jaskela 
and took possession on Novem-
ber 15th. Mr. Wood is serving 
a special turkey dinner on 
Thanksgiving Day. Everyone is 
welcome at no charge.

free coffee and doughnuts to 
be served all day with Manager 
Ted Stenson giving tours. The 
large modern building opened 
for business recently; the Ser-
vice Center will offer the latest 
automobile servicing, repairs 
and equipment.

   Mr. & Mrs. Arne Lund 
were guests of Mr. & Mrs. 
Alphie Johnson of Camp Creek 
at the authentic Lutefisk supper 
served by the Trinity Lutheran 

Church Guild in Rapid City this 
past Friday.

   Nine Mustangs lettered 
in football the past season, 
Superintendent and Coach 
Bryce Christensen reported 
this week. They were Dwaine 
Shipley, Ronald Herman and 
Ronald Smith Seniors; Frank 
Albertson, Larry Norlin, Jerry 
Ellenberger, Faye Mutchler and 
James Shevling Juniors and 
Gerald Keil lone Sophomore. 
The Mustangs came in 4th in 
the Little Ten Conference with a 
2 to 1 for the season.

November 19, 1964
   Neil Smeenk and Doug-

las Kimball had a hayride for 
the Grammer students of the 
Horse Creek School Thursday 
evening. The event was well 
attended and after the hayride 
wandered through the com-
munity, the group enjoyed hot 
dogs and hot cocoa at the Bill 
Smeenk home.

   The Newell airstrip is no 
place for drag racing and con-
siderable damage has already 

Wed. November 27, 2024

 Turkeys November, 1934, ready to harvest for the dinner table		
					     Newell Museum

     Phone 605.244.5213   www.sdplains.com
Proud communications provider of  the Newell, 
Vale & Nisland areas

Sponsored by:

Nisland High School Football team 1954
Back Row: H. Greenwaldt, R. Cooper ,D. Shipley, E. Ollila, R. Her-
man, W. Ruff, Coach Christensen
Front Row: J. Shevling, C. Bisgaard, G. Keil, K. Burbach, D. Payne, 
J. Ellenberger, F. Albertson, F. Mutchler
All State Team: Dwaine Shipley, Ronald Herman, Ronald Smith, Faye 
Mutchler, Frank Albertson, Jim Shevling, Gerald Keil. Not pictured 
Larry Norlin				    Newell Museum



2024 Young Readers One Book

Insights From the Superintendent
Dr. Pandi Pittman
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Newell Service Center
101 4th Street- Phone 605-456-3455

Automotive and Pickup Repair Shop · 
Sturdevant’s Parts Store · Oil Lube & 
Filter Service · Gates-Belts & Hoses &  
Custom Hose building· + We sell all class-
es of Tires &  do Tire repair· ATV Services

121 South Dartmouth Newell, SD
605-456-0133

212/79 Service Center
Fuel for the 

vehicle, fuel for 
you, and even 
gifts available 

from JT Boutique 

Thursday, Thanksgiving Day
	  Free Thanksgiving lunch at 
High Plains Restaurant.
Sunday, Dec. 1, 5 pm
	 Christmas Tree Lighting, 
South Park
Monday, Dec. 2, 8:30 to 2:15
	 Blood Drive, Austin 
Auditorium
Thursday, Dec. 5
	 Newell Elementary Program

Mondays
Monday Night Bingo at the NVN
Senior Center 6 p.m. to 8 p.m.

Wednesday
	 Story Time with Patty
	 Every 1st & 3rd Wednesday, 
	 11 a.m. All ages welcome

Whistle Stop Market
First Saturday of every month through 
April, 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. at

106 8th Street                        P: 605-456-1321
            F: 605-456-1621

PO Box  426                  
Newell, SD 57760
    VIPAgency@sdplains..com

VIP Agency
Auto, Home, Farm, Commercial

Grandparents’ Day at the 
Newell School District is a spe-
cial day where students invite 
their grandparents or “adopted” 
grandparents to visit the school 
and participate in various 
activities. It’s a way to celebrate 
the important role grandparents 
play in children’s lives and to 
create intergenerational connec-
tions. 

At the Newell School 
District, grandparents can have 
the opportunity to visit the 
classroom, enjoy classroom 
activities, engage in crafts, and 
enjoy a special Thanksgiving 

Guest Correspondent
Jessica Raisanen,

 Newell School

Black Hills Reads and the 
Black Hills Literacy Commit-
tee are pleased to partner once 
again with the SD Humanities 
Council and the SD Statewide 
Family Engagement Center to 
bring 3rd-grade students across 
the Black Hills the Young 
Readers One Book for 2024: a 
bind-up of the first two books 
in the award-winning Juana 
and Lucas series – Juana & 
Lucas and Juana & Lucas: Big 
Problems – written and illustrat-
ed by Juana Medina.

The students are encouraged 
to read the book and then write 
about it.

Mr. Jesse Engle, a third-
grade teacher at Newell School 
District, is proud to announce 
two of his students as the top 
winners of all third graders in 

the Black Hills. Olin Wilen won 
second place, and Sofia Lewis 
won third place. Each wrote 
three paragraphs on what home 
means to them. The winning re-
sult was free hockey tickets for 
their entire class to a Rapid City 
Rush game. Their individual 
prizes are yet to be announced. 

Sofia wrote:
Home is where I can cuddle 

with my cat Goldy. I named him 
Goldy because he has fur that 
is goldish yellow. He is so soft, 
funny, and fun to play with.

Home is where I can be 
with my family and play with 
them. I can spend time with my 
family and have fun together. I 
can have good times with my 
family.

Home is where I can play 
with my siblings and have so 
much fun. We can dance togeth-
er and spend time together. I 
can read to them and help them 
with math. My family is what 

Ryder Heitz
news@bellefourchebeacon.com

Open Mon-Sat 7:30 AM-5:30 PM/Sundays 11 AM-3 PM

Newell Hardware & Supply
320 Girard - Newell SD

605-456-2312

Menu Sponsored by:

Irrigator News
Here’s What’s Happening in Newell!

NOVEMBER 

  
MMiiddddllee  SScchhooooll  aanndd  HHiigghh  SScchhooooll  hhaavvee  aacccceessss  ttoo  ffrreesshh  SSaallaadd  BBaarr  
SSoouupp  iiss  ooffffeerreedd  ddaaiillyy  ffoorr  MMiiddddllee  aanndd  HHiigghh  SScchhooooll  

Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday Friday  
4) Breakfast Burrito, 
Cereal, Fruit, Juice, Milk 
 
Meatball Subs, Green 
Beans, Fruit, Milk 

5) Egg Bites, Cereal, Fruit, 
Juice, Milk 
 
Pulled Pork Sandwiches, 
Mixed Veggies, Fruit, 
Milk  
 

6) Eggs & Sausage, Fruit, 
Juice, Milk 
 
Chicken Strips/Nuggets, 
Potato Soup, Broccoli, Fruit, 
Milk 

7) Biscuits & Gravy, Cereal, 
Juice, Fruit, Milk  
 
Pizza, Corn, Fruit, Milk 

8)  
NO SCHOOL 

11) French Toast Sticks, 
Cereal, Juice, Fruit, Milk 
 
Scalloped Potatoes & 
Ham, Fruit, Milk 

12)  Yogurt Parfait, Cereal, 
Juice, Fruit, Milk 
 
Lasagna, Bread Sticks, 
Broccoli Salad, Fruit, Milk 

13) Blueberry Muffins, 
Cereal, Juice, Fruit, Milk  
 
Chicken & Noodles, Green 
Beans, Fruit, Milk 
 

14) Bagels, Cereal, Juice, 
Fruit, Milk 
 
 Cubano Sandwich, Squash, 
Carrot Salad, Milk 

15)  
 NO SCHOOL 

18) Dutch Waffles, 
Cereal, Juice, Fruit, Milk 
 
Chili, Cornbread, 
Coleslaw,  Veggies, Fruit, 
Milk  

19) Maple Baked French 
Toast, Cereal, Juice, Fruit, 
Milk 
 
Chicken Alfredo, Brussel 
Sprouts, Veggies, Fruit, 
Milk  

20)  Breakfast Egg Rolls, 
Cereal, Juice, Fruit, Milk   
 
Beef Enchiladas, Veggies, 
Fruit, Milk 

21) Quesadilla, Juice, Fruit, 
Milk 
 
Pork Rib Sandwiches, Green 
Beans, Veggies, Fruit, Milk 

22)   
NO SCHOOL 

25) COOK’S CHOICE , 
Cereal, Juice, Fruit, Milk 
 
COOK’S CHOICE 

26) Long Johns/Donuts, 
Cereal, Juice, Fruit, Milk 
 
Turkey and All the Fixins, 
Fruit, Milk 
 

27) NO SCHOOL 
 
 

28) NO SCHOOL 
THANKSGIVING 

 

29)  
 NO SCHOOL  

High Honor Roll
3.75 GPA- NO grade lower than a B
Grade 12 – BeJae Tesch, Darin Lewis
Grade 11 – Jayden Tesch, Jessica Raisanen, 
Tayla Neely, Gabriel Habben
Grade 10 – Malichi Whitace, MKenzie McTaggart
Grade 09 –Jacey Larson, Nevada Donahey, Bristol 
Bachman
Grade 08 – Khloe Rivera, Karley Larson, James 
Gatzke, Bianca Bierman
Grade 07- Amber Shaykett, Jessi Bachman
Grade 06 – Lillian Raisanen, Annika Bonebrake

Orin Bender gave a 
stirring talk on being 

thankful for everything 
we have.

Photos by Betty Bruner

my home means to me. My cat 
is also what my home means 
to me.

Olin wrote:
Home is where I can see my 

mom and dad. Home is where 
I can help my mom when she 
gets surgery on her arm. Home 
is where I can help build a 
house. 

Home is where I can read, 
play, and build things. Home 
is where I go when I’m hurt 
or mad. Home is where I can 
play with my dogs and feed my 
animals. 

Home is where I can play 
with my Legos and go to my 
friend’s house. Home is my 
only safe place. My mom is the 
only person that can make me 
happy. 

My home is the place for 
me.

Congratulations to both Olin 
and Sofia!

Newell School Board

NEWELL—Newell’s 
School Board welcomed its 
newest member at the Novem-
ber 11 School Board meeting. 

The business manager, 
technology and student success 
coordinator, K-8 Principal, 
activity director, and super-
intendent gave reports. The 
board approved several policies 
concerning staff complaints and 
grievances, purchasing proce-
dures, bidding requirements, 
and board policy development 
and adoption.

In new business, rules for 
girls’ basketball, boys’ basket-
ball, and wrestling were ap-
proved. The board then appoint-
ed Kristin Bonefield as its 2025 
ASBSD Legislative Delegate 

and discussed its ASBSD legis-
lative standings. Bonefield will 
travel to Pierre on November 
22 to participate in the ASBSD 
Delegate Assembly. 

The board then approved 
hiring Heil Mechanical to 
complete repairs at the school. 
Pandi Pittman, Superintendent, 
mentioned that heating repairs 
in the building are nearly fin-
ished. Loss control recommen-
dations were discussed. 

Executive session report-
edly lasted until around 1:30 
a.m. on November 12 as the 
board discussed a multitude of 
complaints. 

A special board meeting 
was held on November 18 for 
School Board Training with 
Tyler Cloverdale of KSB Law.

meal provided by the kitch-
en staff.  Grandparents and 
students can have a picture 
taken to mark the special 
event.

The Newell PTO volun-
teers their time and efforts 
to this grand tradition at 
the Newell School District, 
which dates to when I was 
an elementary student a 
long, long, 
long time 
ago.  Vol-
unteers are 
involved 

with the 
photo booth, 
crafts, and 
organization 
of the special 
Thanksgiving 
dinner. Betty 
Bruner and the 
kitchen staff 
work diligently 
to provide the 
special meal 
with all the trimmings.

Grandparents’ Day is not 
only a chance to celebrate fam-
ily but also a way to bridge the 
gap between generations and 

create meaningful relationships 
between students and their older 
family members. Newell School 
District celebrates Grandparents 
Day during Thanksgiving week, 
because we are thankful for all 
grandparents and their involve-
ment with the education of our 
children.
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Newell School District 
proudly announces Luke 
Bonefield as the head coach of 
the high school girls’ basketball 
team and Cierra McTaggart as 
the assistant coach.

Coach Bonefield is a grad-
uating student of the Newell 
School District taking his team 
to the state level during high 
school. Coach Luke brings 
experience and expertise to 
the coaching staff. Currently, 
he is finishing his degree at 
Black Hills State University. 
He resides on his family ranch 
with his wife and two children 
Savanna and Autumn.  His 
goals this year are for the girls 
to continue improving through-
out the year. He wants Newell 
athletes to embrace what it 
means to be a team during the 
ups and downs on and off the 

The Watchmen Youth Group gathered at the Thanks-
giving Dinner. They have formed their own group to 
study the Bible.		  Photo by Betty Bruner

Why Thanksgiving is so Late

court. Luke Bonefield said he 
has always wanted the opportu-
nity to coach basketball at this 
level. 

Coach Cierra McTaggart is a 
hometown girl. She used to play 
basketball in Newell during 
her high school years. In fact, 
her high school team went to 
state for three of the four years 
and was state runner-up in her 
senior year. She graduated from 
Newell in 2011. Married to her 
husband Levi, she lives on the 
family ranch and has two lovely 
children, Latham and Chaizlee. 
Coach Cierra has a deep love 
for basketball, it continues to 
allow her to stay involved. She 
loves having the opportunity 
to help players improve their 
skills, grow as individuals, and 
realize their potential on and off 
the court.

Why is Thanksgiving so 
late this year? Technically, 
November 28 is as late as it can 
be and the reason is because of 
Congress and the calendar.

In order to understand this, 
we have to go back a few years 
to the state.

According to the Nation-
al Archives, on September 
28, 1789, Congress passed a 
resolution asking the presi-
dent to recommend a day of 
thanksgiving for the nation. 
So, a few days later President 
George Washington issued a 
proclamation naming Thursday, 
November 26, 1789 as a “Day 
of Publick Thanksgivin,” which 
marked the first Thanksgiving 
to be celebrated under the new 
Constitution.

For many years, subsequent 
presidents issued Thanksgiving 
proclamations. But the dates 
varied until President Abraham 
Lincoln’s 1863 Proclamation 
that Thanksgiving was to be 
regularly commemorated each 
year on the last Thursday of 
November.

That date worked well until 
1939 when the last Thurs-
day fell on the last day of the 
month. President Franklin D. 
Roosevelt became concerned 
that the shortened Christmas 
shopping season could hurt the 
nation’s economic recovery. So, 
he moved the date to the second 
to last Thursday in November. 
Thirty-two states followed 
along but 16 states chose not 
to and kept Thanksgiving on 
the last Thursday of the month. 
This created a holiday muddle.

This dual holiday system 

continued for the next two years 
with the president and part of 
the nation celebrating on the 
second to last Thursday and the 
rest of the nation celebrating the 
following week.

Congress decided to step 
in then in 1941. The House 
passed a resolution declaring 
the last Thursday in Novem-
ber as the legal holiday. The 
Senate amended that to make 
it the fourth Thursday, con-
sidering Novembers with five 
Thursdays. The House agree, 
President Roosevelt agreed, and 
Thanksgiving was established 
as we know it.

So why is Thanksgiving 
so late this year? Because the 
first of November was a Friday, 
which meant that the fourth 
Thursday would fall on the last 
possible week. After that, there 
are only 27 days left before 
Christmas!

Betty Bruner
news@bellefourchebeacon.com

  The Ladies Auxilary of the Nisland/Arpan Fire and 
Rescue were at Belle Fourche Runnings store with a 

host of goodies.
They sold out quickly.

Courtesy Photo


