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Members, friends, and guests of the Belle Fourche Chamber of Commerce gather at the Community Hall

Finishing Touches for the Out-
side of Domino’s Underway

Chamber  Contd C7

Dominos  contd A3

Willard  contd. A8

CBH CO-OP 
New Building 
is Finished

Todd Reif, CEO, inside the 
new CBH CO-OP building.
Longbrake photo

Dr. Steve Willard former 
Belle Fourche School District 
Superintendent recently named 
acting president at Western 
Dakota Technical College 
(WDTC) in Rapid City. (Courte-
sy Photo)

Business Community Gathers for 
Chamber of Commerce Annual Banquet

BELLE FOURCHE—Last 
week Black Hills Title got the 
keys to their brand new home, 
located at 1903 5th Avenue, 
Belle Fourche, SD.
The old location was on 6th 

Street, right behind the old 
Wells Fargo building. The new 
location is in the old Radio 
Shack building. “We enjoyed 
being downtown, we just kind of 
outgrew it—we remodeled that 
building as much as we could for 
our needs, but it was time,” said 
Travis Martin, Title Operations 
Manager. “We were looking for 
quite awhile and waiting for the 
right thing to come up.” 
The Radio Shack location pro-

vided the ability to create every-
thing the business needed. “This 
was just one big open room,” 
explained Martin. “Now we’ve 
got three offices and a confer-
ence room, and then a lobby area 
and a break room in the back and 
good storage. We also
have an employee bathroom 

and a customer bathroom, which 
we never had before!”
The move from downtown al-

lowed for way more space inside 
the building, as well as, outside. 
“We just ran out of space 

downtown, so this worked out 
great for us, to be able to move 
out here on this main drag,” ex-
plained Martin. “It’s wonderful! 
We have good parking now that 
is just for our office, so it works 
out good—easy in and out for 
people.”
While they have only had 

access to the new building for a 
week, they have already put the 

A New Home for Black Hills Title

BELLE FOURCHE—Dom-
ino’s Pizza location is still 
undergoing  transformation. The 
eatery opened for business at the 
end of 2024, after constructing 
the new business from part of 
the old bowling alley, South Park 
Lanes. 
 Currently the outside is marked 

with a banner proclaiming the 
name of the business so it is easy 

Dr. Suess was the banquet theme. (Below) Councilman Clark 
Sowers visits with Pete’s Clothing and Hodge Bootery 
owners Lee and Sheila Hodge. Hunter Anderson Photos

CBH contd. A8
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conference room to work. “We 
have had a few closings so 
far, people are really seeming 
to enjoy the space too,” said 
Martin.
After all of the finishing 

touches are done, look for 
Black Hills Title to have an 

open house and invite the public 
to see the new space. According 
to Martin, “we’re still kind of in 
the process of piecing together 
some things—some cabinets 
that are still coming in, and the 
sign isn’t our final sign that’s up 
now.” 

to find. But plans are in place 
to add a few finishing touch-
es. “Right now we are in the 
process of getting hard, lighted 
signage,” said co-owner Jessica 
Work. “The date keeps getting 
pushed off with the weather, 
but I’m hoping it is done by 
next month.”
Making the drive up window 

more convenient for customers 
is a priority. “We are in the 

The current sign marking the location of the new Domino’s 
Pizza store is a banner. Putting in permanent signage is a 
current work in process. Longbrake photo

(Above) Outside of Black Hills Title Company’s new location. 
It was the old Radio Shack location. (Below) The welcoming 
reception space inside of the new Black Hills Title Company 
building.

Willard Named Acting 
President of WDTC

    The Western Dakota Tech-
nical College (WDTC) Board 
of Trustees has named Steve 
Willard, Ed.D., Acting President, 
effective Monday, Feb. 24.
   Dr. Willard, who has served 

as Chair of the WDTC Board 
of Trustees since Fall Semester 
2024 and has been a board mem-
ber since 2020, brings extensive 
experience to the interim role. 
Previously, he served as Superin-
tendent of Schools for the Belle 
Fourche School District and 
has worked as a Principal and 
Career and Technical Education 
educator.
   Lynn Kendall, WDTC Board 

of Trustees Vice Chair and 
Regional Public Affairs Manager 
for Black Hills Energy, will as-
sume the role of Interim WDTC 
Board Chair during Dr. Willard’s 

tenure as Acting President.  
   Christine Goldsmith, who 

has served as Acting WDTC 

Robbi Longbrake
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BELLE FOURCHE—Less than 
a year ago, building began on 
a new CBH CO-OP location to 
consolidate the Belle Fourche 
operations and administration 
under one roof. On January 31, 
2025 Todd Reif, CEO was hand-
ed the keys to the new finished 
location. 
CBH CO-OP has several busi-
nesses spread throughout Belle 
Fourche. The South Station was 
the first business that introduced 
the brand to the area, followed 
by the expansion into the 
Agricultural business with the 
10 year lease of the Finkbiner 
location. 
Next came the CBH Travel Plaza 
in 2013 and 2016 the fertilizer 
site was opened. Since the early 
90s, CBH CO-OP has been a 
part of the community. 
The new building will provide 
a centralized location for all of 
the various businesses offered by 
the CBH CO-OP. Reif explained, 
“We’re consolidating all of the 
admin into the building and 
we will be bringing the feed 
and agronomy into this facility, 

the oil—any of those kind of 
refined fuel coal products, I’ll 
call them, that’ll be in this 
building.”
With the customers being the 
priority of the CO-OP, Reif is 
most excited about offering a 
better opportunity for them. 
“The way we were set up, 
things will happen at one store 
and then it loses the connec-
tion to the feed store. We’ve 
got customers that buy fuel 
and products and yet they’re 
doing it with different people 
in different places,” he said. “It 
takes a lot of effort to keep that 
continuity going, and it’ll be 
made a lot easier in one spot. 
I’m looking forward to that, 
and it’s a hard thing to value, 
as far as financially, but for the 
customers’ sake, they can be 
very confident that they’ll get 
that answer here.”
Move in is under way. Tables 

BELLE FOURCHE—The Belle 
Fourche business community 
gathered together to honor out-
standing members of the com-
munity and celebrate each other 
at the Belle Fourche Chamber of 
Commerce Annual Banquet held 
February 28 at the Community 
Hall.
    The theme for the evening was 
Dr. Seuss and the tables were 
decorated with items that high-
lighted popular Dr. Seuss books 
like Cat in the Hat centerpieces.  
    The event was sold out as area 
businesses bought tables of 8 for 
$300 or $40 each spot.
Social hour began at 5:00 p.m. 
with the Outlaw Bar providing a 
cash bar stocked with a variety 
of drinks. 
     Cheyenne Crossing, 2025 
South Dakota Retailers Associ-
ation’s Restaurant of the Year, 
provided food for the evening. 
Prior to food service, Mike 
Reade gave the blessing. 
     After guests finished eating, 
Cassie Pannone, Chairman of the 
Board welcomed everyone with 

Robbi Longbrake
news@bellefourchebeacon.com

a Dr. Seuss inspired greeting. 
“Good evening everyone, as 
we gather tonight under this 
roof, we celebrate growth… 
in this room full of thinkers, 
dreamers and doers, you are 
the movers, the shakers, the lo-
cal influencers. You come here 
together to build it to grow, 
you are our Belle Fourche 
community, steady as we go,” 
she said. 
Chamber of Commerce Exec-
utive Director, Michaela Horn, 
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Isburg Funeral Chapels 
& Crematory Service

(605) 892-4827
WilenMonument.com

wilenmonument@gmail.com | 10988 SD Hwy 34 Belle Fourche

When  someone you love becomes a
Memory, the memory becomes a Treasure. 

-Unknown-

Brian Kline
Owner

PEACE OF MIND...and being able to say,
“Everything has been taken care of.”

Kline Funeral Chapel
605-892-3964

email: klinefuneralchapel@rushmore.com
website: klinefuneralchapel.com

  Most of us intend on ‘getting around to it someday,’ but if 
your someday never comes, your loved ones will wonder if 

they made the right decisions for your �nal requests when it 
does.

  Regardless how we prefer to deal with the big 
questions of life, taking the time to make your advanced 

funeral or cremation planning is a very caring and responsible 
thing to do.

  It also removes the emotional and �nancial stress from your 
loved ones or friends, and allows you the proper time to 

consider all your options.
  For your best service, for your best price possible,
Kline Funeral Chapel o�ers an array of burial and 

cremation packages to suit your budget. 
Ask the families we have served.

Leverington Funeral Home
of the Northern Hills

LeveringtonFH.com

We understand that saying goodbye is never easy.
We’re here to o�er comfort, guidance, and support 
during life’s most di�cult moments.

With respect, compassion, and care, we provide
personalized services that honor your loved one’s
unique life. You can rely on us to walk alongside you,
ensuring peace of mind and a meaningful tribute
for the one you hold dear.

Mark & Debra Leverington, Owners

715 National St. | Belle Fourche, SD | 605-892-3320

Leverington Funeral Home
of the Northern Hills

1 John 4:7 
Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God.

Everyone who loves has been born of God and knows God.

Donald Elmer Kurtti Jr

Tiera Lynne Hurlbert was born in Salt Lake City, 
Utah on November 15, 1960.  She was the daughter 
of Harold and Joan (Fulwider) Hurlbert.  Tiera at-
tended elementary school in Idaho Falls, ID, middle 
school in Salt Lake City UT, and graduated from 
high school in Winner SD in 1978.  Later she would 
graduate from Black Hills State University with a 
Bachelor’s degree in Journalism.  
 For several years, Tiera lived in Winner, where 

she worked at the Winner Advocate.  She also 
worked at the Ramada Inn from 1994 to 1997.  
Tiera lived in Sioux Falls for a short time after-
wards, where she worked for Gateway Computers 
for one year.  In 1998, Tiera received the life chang-
ing news that she had Adult-Onset Epilepsy.  Short-
ly after, she moved to the Colome SD area where 
she lived with relatives on a family farmstead.  In 
2019 she moved to Spearfish where she lived at the 
Hickory House for several years.  Since January of 
2024, Tiera has resided at the Rolling Hills Health-
care Center in Belle Fourche.
 Tiera will be remembered for being an “Old 

Soul.”  Most of her friends were older than her.  She 

dearly loved her friends at the Hickory House.  
She loved music dearly and she enjoyed teaching 
her niece, Jaimie, the things she knew.  Tiera was 
intelligent and she enjoyed reading.  She believed 
that the human body is finite and the soul in-
finite.  And she strongly believed in the value of 
holistic ways of health.  She was kind, caring, and 
generous.
 Tiera is survived by her sister, Tami Turner 

of Spearfish; brother, Monte (Ellen) Hurlbert of 
Bozeman MT; nieces and nephews, Forest, Brook, 
August, Paris, Matteo, Jeremy, and Jaimie.   She 
is also survived by her longtime companion 
“Pepper”, her cat.  She was preceded in death by 
her parents and grandparents, and brother-in-law, 
Scott Turner.
 Memorial services will be held at a later date.
 Arrangements are with Leverington Funeral 

Home of the Northern Hills in Belle 
Fourche.  Friends may leave written 
condolences for the family online 
at: www.LeveringtonFH.com

Tiera Lynne Hurlbert

Renee Bisgaard,
Broker/Owner
605-641-9242

Beautiful 5-6 bedroom home,
2 fireplaces, 30x30 attached 

garage and a 30x48 shop/ 
garage w/ loft. Sunroom w/ 

hottub, over 4100 sq.ft. 2 lots 
with a total of almost 1 acres. 

Great views and great location. 
Don't miss this gem of a property.$625,000

608 5th Ave. #5 • Belle Fourche, SD 57717

Located in a high- 
traffic frontage
near Belle Fourche. 
Over 7 acres to 
have your animals, 

build a home, or 
have a business.$499,000

On February 19th 2025, Donald Elmer 
Kurtti Jr, was welcomed by former loved 
ones after a gripping battle with pancre-
atic cancer. 
Don began life on this world February 

24th 1961. From the beginning he proved 
himself the stable protector, being the 
eldest of 4.  He not only proved himself 
with family but he excelled academically earn-
ing him a successful career in the US Navy, and 
was a nuclear operator at a nuclear power plant in 
Nebraska. For over 20 years he was a firefighter 
and EMT, putting the wellbeing and care of others 
above himself.  Don had a beautiful 37 years and 
364 days with the love of his life, Taunia.  They 
raised two successful, compassionate children, and 
now have two granddaughters.  Don retired to his 
beloved Black Hills and spent his summer days 
driving through the canyons on his motorcycle 
exploring and enjoying all the hills had to offer.  

Don was known in the community for 
his willingness to help anyone in need, 
a genuine compassionate soul who 
touched all he met.
Donald is survived by his loving 

wife, Taunia of Belle Fourche; son, 
Paul Urho Kurtti of Rapid City; 
daughter, Nicole Elaine Kurtti of Belle 

Fourche; granddaughters, Loxley Pearl Kurtti and 
Margo Fey Rempfer; father, Donald Kurtti Sr. of 
San Antonio TX; and siblings, Mark Kurtti of San 
Antonio TX, Nadine Kurtti of Sequine TX, Stacia 
Fitzsimon of San Antonio TX.  He was preceded 
in death by his mother, Sharon Kurtti.
 Funeral arrangements are with Leverington 

Funeral Home of the Northern Hills 
in Belle Fourche.  Friends may 
leave written condolences online 
at: www.LeveringtonFH.com

Obituaries - contd. on A4

Leverington Funeral Home
of the Northern Hills

Timothy Moore, age 68 of Belle 
Fourche, died Sunday, February 23, 
2025 at the Fort Meade VA Medical 
Center in Sturgis.
 Services will be held 1:30pm 

Friday, March 7, 2025 at Black Hills 
National Cemetery.  Military Honors 
will be provided by the Belle Fourche 
Veterans Honor Guard.
 Arrangements are with Leverington Funeral 

Home of the Northern Hills in Belle Fourche.  
Friends may leave written condolences online at: 
www.LeveringtonFH.com
 Timothy James Moore was born November 1, 

1956 in Dayton, Ohio at the St. Elizabeth’s Hospi-
tal.  He was the son of Cedric and Nancy (Brauner) 
Moore.  Tim was one of five children.  He had two 
brothers, Shaun and Tony, and 2 sisters, Connie, 
and Terri.  As a child, Tim and his siblings were 
always outside playing; they would be gone for 
hours exploring the area they called “The Big 
Woods”.  They would go fishing, swimming in the 
creeks and ponds, while trying to catch frogs and 
snakes if possible, for fun.  Building makeshift 
tree houses from whatever they could find in the 
big woods, as he got older, he took a strong interest 
engines and horsepower.  He was soon known in 
the Dayton area as the “go to guy” if you wanted an 
engine built up for any hot rod.  Tim was also very 
knowledgeable with motorcycles, always repairing 
something for someone.  Being he was self-taught, 
he had a passion for engine work, knowing he could 
easily make a hot rod or a motorcycle go faster.  It 
was rewarding for him when the work was complet-
ed and he carried this skill with him throughout his 
life.
 Tim attended the Vandalia Butler High School in 

Ohio until he was 17 years old and entered the U.S. 
Navy.  He served for a short time before being hon-
orably discharged, and returned home to Vandalia 
in 1974.  Tim was united in marriage to Christine 
Goldick and they had three daughters: April, Amy, 
and Alicia.  Unfortunately, they separated after 10 
years of marriage and Tim moved to Denver CO for 
a new beginning.  He worked as a lineman for a ca-
ble company for a short time before moving to the 
Black Hills in 1984.  He continued the same kind of 
work as a lineman, but for a different cable compa-
ny in Spearfish.  In late 1984, while Tim was living 
in Spearfish, he met the woman he would spend the 

rest of his life with, Janice Schopp.  They 
dated for awhile and it wasn’t long before 
they would be expecting their first child 
together.  In May of 1986, Tim and Janice 
welcomed their son JaCoebi into this 
world and he was very excited.  In 1987, 
Tim, Janice, and JaCoebi moved to Day-
ton OH for a few years, to be with Tim’s 

family.  In 1991 they returned to Belle Fourche 
for JaCoebi to begin pre-school.  Janice began 
her great career at Pizza Hut, and Tim started a 
gun smith repair and tattoo shop from their home.  
Tim did this for over 2 decades, all the while he 
was still building or repairing engines in cars and 
motorcycles for friends and himself.  Some of 
Tim’s favorite past times were fishing, hunting, 
riding motorcycles that he had built, especially 
his Shovelhead Harley, drinking beer with his 
friends, while listening to some good old 70’s 
rock music.  Tim loved the biker life.  Everybody 
knew him as “DOG”.  He made countless trips 
on his Harley to places like the Menoken Grove 
Bike Rally, the Sturgis Bike Rally, the Redwood 
Forests of California, and he also enjoyed the 
winding roads of the Black Hills.  In the Fall, Tim 
was an avid hunter, scouting areas in the northern 
Black Hills that you would only see a Mountain 
Goat climbing, or he would walk the river and 
thick woodlands along the Belle Fourche River 
near Vale SD, hunting for deer and pheasant.  
Being outdoors in the wilderness was something 
he loved his entire life.
 In early 2024, Tim was diagnosed with stage 4 

prostate cancer.  He attempted treatments for a 
few months, but the side effects were to painful to 
tolerate.  In the fall of 2024, he admitted himself 
into the Fort Meade VA Medical Center to seek 
full pain treatment instead of cancer treatment.  
During his stay, he was well taken care of and 
very comfortable.
 Tim is survived by his children, JaCoebi 

(Merrissa) Moore of Belle Fourche, April Moore 
of Dayton OH, Alicia (Christopher) Eldridge of 
Beaver Creek OH; and siblings, Shaun (Marilyn) 
Moore of Tipp City OH, Connie (Stan) Arms of 
Troy OH, and Terri (Jim) Moore of Springboro 
OH.  He was preceded in death by his 
parents; wife, Janice Schopp; daugh-
ter, Amy Anderson; and brother, 
Tony Moore. 

Timothy Moore 68 

On Saturday February 22nd, 2025, Marva 
Joy (Willuweit) Ryther passed away in her 
home at the age of 77.  Marva was born Octo-
ber 11th, 1947, in Gregory, SD.  She was the 
13th of 16 children born to Julius and Leah 
(Stroh) Willuweit. 
Marva married Robert Ryther June 9th, 

1973, to which three daughters completed 
the family.  She worked in various places 
throughout the Black Hills area.  Marva was devot-
ed to her family and always kept busy.  Whenever 
there was a need, her home was opened up for 
many family members.  Loving people—Marva 
never knew a stranger—opening her home and 
her heart and even becoming affectionally called 
“mither” by one of her nephews.  She stepped up 
to hold many of the family together.  She will be 
greatly missed.
She is preceded in death by her parents, 12 broth-

ers and sisters, and several nieces and nephews.  
She is survived by her husband of 51 years, Robert 

Ryther of Belle Fourche, Ronda and Keith 
Hendrickson of Alzada Montana, Mandie 
Ryther of Belle Fourche, Megan Siebenal-
ler of Belle Fourche, eight grandchildren, 
five great-grandchildren, her brother 
Harley and Delia Willuweit of Des Moines 
Iowa, Verdeen Davis of Rapid City, Barba-
ra Stott of Deadwood, South Dakota, and 
over 188 nieces and nephews, and great 

nieces and nephews as of the last count.
A service will be held at 11:00AM on Thursday 

March 6, 2025, at the Belle Fourche Yoked Parish 
UCC. Burial will follow the service at St. Onge 
Cemetery.
Cremation arrangements were under the care of 

Fidler-Isburg Funeral Chapels and Isburg Cre-
matory of Spearfish. Online condolences may be 
written at www.fidler-isburgfuneralchapels.com

Marva Joy (Willuweit) Ryther 77

(605) 717-3210
SuperiorWaterSD.com

your local water experts

•  WATER
    CONDITIONING

•  SOFTENERS

•  FILTERS

•  RO'S

•  SALT
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Lunch & Learn: Moral Injury

Gov. Rhoden: Spending 
on state-issued credit 

cards ‘won’t be an issue’

From A1 Dominos

           Joe Sneve
www.thedakotascout.com 

BELLE FOURCHE—A small 
crowd braved the negative tem-
peratures on Wednesday, Febru-
ary 19 to hear Michael Dover 
speak about Moral Injury at this 
month’s Lunch & Learn semi-
nar, hosted by Grap’s Burgers 
& Brews and the Belle Fourche 
Chamber of Commerce. 
   Dover, a veteran and moral 

injury specialist with the Vol-
unteers of America, Northern 
Rockies, spent the lunch hour 
explaining the concept of moral 
injury and how this phenome-
non can affect not only veter-
ans, but first responders and 
more. 
Moral injury, according to 

Dover, is closely related to 
PTSD; however, while PTSD 
is a fear-based response, 
moral injury has to do with a 
person’s emotional or spiri-
tual response to trauma they 
have experienced. It results 
from perpetrating, failing to 
act, or witnessing an act that 
goes against one’s deeply held 
values—for example, a soldier 
participating in combat that re-
sults in taking another person’s 
life. 40% of combat veterans 
have experienced moral injury; 
left unaddressed, it can result 
in isolation, grief, guilt, shame, 
flashbacks, drug or alcohol 
abuse, emotional distress, and 
suicidal ideation. 
“So what do we do about 

it?” said Dover. “We’ll take a 
group of veterans that’s never 
met before, sit them down with 
other veterans, and we talk. 
We guide the conversation, but 
the therapy is the talking. It’s 
being heard.” Through the peer 
support groups and weekend 
retreats offered by the VOA, 
veterans can learn to acknowl-
edge their moral injury trauma 
and eventually move forward. 
Since 2023, 244 individuals 
participated in either weekly 

small groups or a weekend 
retreat experience. Of these 
participants, 61.7% demonstrat-
ed a significant reduction in 
depression, 95.4% self-reported 
feeling that their mental health 
improved, 55% reported a lower 
moral distress, and 96.2% were 
very or extremely satisfied with 
the services provided.
Dover explained that there 

are VOA moral injury support 
groups in the Northern Hills 
area, but none in Belle Fourche 
specifically as of right now. 
However, he would be happy 
to start a local group if enough 
people are interested. At least 
four veterans and two volun-
teer facilitators are required to 
start a weekly group. If you are 
interested in joining or being 
a facilitator, you can contact 
Michael Dover by email at 
michael.dover@voanr.org or 
call 605-341-8336. Addition-
ally, free veteran moral injury 
retreats will be held June 6-8 
in Rapid City, SD, Burgess 
Junction, WY, Cody, WY, and 
Whitefish, MT. For more infor-
mation on these retreats and to 
apply, you can visit voanr.org/
services/mi-retreats or email 
moralinjury@voanr.org. 

process of  basically finishing 
the outside building footage,” 
explained Work. “We are going 
to make the drive thru so it’s 
not so low when customers 
come up. We will lift it up with 
gravel so when people come 
through the drive thru, it’s not 
so low.”
The Happy People Pizza 

Group is from Wyoming and 
started with one Domino’s Piz-

za restaurant 26 years ago. The 
Belle Fourche store is the 29th 
store the group has opened, 
with Domino’s locations in 
Wyoming, North Dakota, South 
Dakota, and in Montana.
Domino’s Pizza is open every-

day of the week at 10:30 a.m. 
and stays open late on Friday 
and Saturday nights. The store 
honors all of the national spe-
cials and can be found at 508 
National Street.

On the 11th day of March 2025 at 
5:00 pm, the Butte County Planning 
Commission will hold a public 
hearing in the Butte County Commis-
sioner’s Room, located on the main 
level of the Butte County Courthouse, 
839 5th Avenue, Belle Fourche, South 
Dakota. The Butte County Planning 
Commission will accept public 
comment on the following:

OWNER: PATTY ESZLINGER NIESENT 
& RICHARD NIESENT LOTS 2A AND 5 
OF ESZLINGER SUBDIVISION 
FORMERLY LOT 2 OF ESZLINGER 
SUBDIVISION AND A PORTION OF 
THE SW4SE4SE4 OF SECTION 8, T8N, 
R2E, B.H.M., BUTTE COUNTY, SOUTH 
DAKOTA

You have a right to appear personally 
or by attorney, or to submit written 
comments to the Butte County 
Planning Commission. A copy of the 
Preliminary Plan is available for your 
review in the Butte County Equaliza-
tion & Planning O�ce located at 117 
5th Avenue, Belle Fourche, South 
Dakota.

Respectfully Submitted:
Cristina Wilson
Director of Equalization 
Planning Administrator

PUBLIC NOTICE

BUTTE COUNTY 
SCHOOL LAND

LEASE AUCTION

A school land lease auction will be 
held at the Butte County Courthouse 
(commissioners room), Belle 
Fourche, SD on March 28, 2025 at 
10:00AM (MT). 

A list of tracts available for lease may 
be obtained at the Butte County 
Auditor’s O�ce or by contacting the 
O�ce of School & Public Lands, 500 E 
Capitol Avenue, Pierre, SD, 
57501-5070 at (605) 773-3303. You 
may also visit the SPL website 
www.sdpubliclands.sd.gov.  Phone 
bidding will be allowed on a record-
ed conference line at 
1-848-777-1212 with access code of 
18892020# Disabled individuals 
needing assistance should contact 
the O�ce of School and Public Lands 
at least 48 hours in advance of the 
auction to make any necessary 
arrangements.

Tri-State Museum and 
Visitor Center’s March First 
Saturday Brunch is “A Hitch 

in the CCC”
The Tri-State Museum and 

Visitor Center will hold a First 
Saturday Brunch on Saturday, 
March 1 with a presentation 
by historian and author Jim 
McKeown entitled “A Hitch 
in the CCC.” 
The Civilian Conservation 

Corps was a hallmark program 
of the FDR administration and 
offered young men a chance 
to get into the outdoors, learn 
new skills and help create 
campgrounds, parks, roads, 
trails, and forests. The CCC 
not only benefited the country 
but shaped the lives of those 
who participated in it. 
Brunch at 10 a.m. is $5 per 

person or free with member-
ship. The presentation at 10:30 
is free to all. Reservations are 
required, whether for brunch 
or to watch the presentation. 
Call 605-723-1200. 
The Tri-State Museum and 

Visitor Center is located at 
415 Fifth Avenue in Belle 
Fourche. 

“Raber, Reading 
and Writing” 

event to be held at the Tri-
State. 

Come to a special literary 
event entitled “Raber, read-
ing and writing,” which will 
feature writers, readings 
and conversation about the 
importance of writing. It will 
take place Saturday, March 15 
from noon to 2 p.m. 
 David Raber will lead-off 

with readings from his new 
book “Life and Laughter in 
Belle Fourche.” He will also 
sign books for sale in the 
museum gift shop.
The Belle Fourche Writers 

will read their works, dis-

cuss their organization and 
explain how people can join 
their group. In 2024, the Belle 
Fourche Writers published their 
second anthology, Life’s Land-
scapes which will be available 
for sale at the event. 
The need to encourage writing 

– including of journals and 
diaries – will be discussed by 
museum staff, as materials like 
this are needed for research 
archives to be used in decades 
to come.
Those interested in hearing 

readings and those interested 
in writing are encouraged to 
attend, no matter what your age 
or experience!
See the museum’s “The 

Library” exhibit while you are 
here. Refreshments will be 
served.

Rodeo Queen Clinic
Are you interested in being a 

rodeo queen? The Black Hills 
Roundup Rodeo Queen Clinic 
will be held March 15th, 2025 
from 9am-2pm at the Christian 
Life Center in Belle Fourche.
Open to all ages and experi-

ence levels. Contact: queens@
blackhillsroundup.com
to get registered or with any 

questions.
The Human Library Project 

will launch its first presentation 
on of March 21, 2025 from 2 – 
4 at the Silver Linings Senior 

Center in Belle Fourche. 
Presenters currently scheduled 

include, Belle Fourche story-
teller, Bill Hennessy; Newell 
artist and Shepard, Barb Uhrig; 
Elementary teacher Margie 
LaDue; and Colleen Brunner, 
rancher and journalist. 
Following the presentation of 

the “human” books, as an ad-
ditional and integral part of the 
Human Library Event, Belle 
Fourche Public Library staff 
will be available to provide in-

formation about traditional library 
services. The Human Library 
Event is only the beginning of 
Our Library journey.
For more information contact 

Todd Keller at 605 569-2689 or 
email jnixon269@gmail.com or 
leave a message at the Senior 
Center. The event is free, and ev-
eryone is invited attend, to learn, 
be entertained and to grow from 
learning from real live “human 
books”.

Belle Fourche Recreation Cen-
ter Spring Events for Kids

Youth Strength & Cardio 
(6th-9th):  5-week session starts 
Friday, February 28.
3rd-6th Girls Volleyball Camp:  

Join us on Tuesdays & Thursdays 
afterschool in March to develop 
your volleyball skills!
Kids Yoga:  Kindergarten-3rd 

grade boys and girls.  Wednes-
days in March.  Sign up soon as 
space is limited!
Registrations and more info 

available at the Rec or at www.
bellefourcherec.com
We look forward to seeing you 

soon!
SML Tires Car Clinic for 
Women and Teen Drivers

Saturday March 29. Free car 
clinic at SML tires at 1909 5th 
Avenue in Belle Fourche 10-1. 
Learn basic car care, how to 

change a tire, safely jump a bat-
tery, check fluids and more
Call 605.723.7700 to reserve a 

space. 
Open to all ages and experience 

levels. Contact: queens@blackh-
illsroundup.com
to get registered or with any 

questions.

Don’t expect the governor of 
South Dakota’s use of state-is-
sued credit cards to mirror that 
of his predecessor.

“It won’t be an issue with 
me,” Gov. Larry Rhoden said 
this week, addressing revela-
tions that more than $600,000 
in charges were amassed on 
state-issued credit cards used by 
now U.S. Homeland Security 
Secretary Kristi Noem during 
her six-year tenure in the Gov-
ernor’s Mansion.

Noem resigned as governor 
in January to join President 
Donald Trump’s Cabinet, a 
week before spending records 
associated with two credit card 
accounts available to Noem and 
her staff in the governor’s office 
were turned over to The Dakota 
Scout. 

Made public following a set-
tlement agreement between the 
newspaper and State Auditor 
Rich Sattgast, who previously 
denied an open records request 
for the records, more than 3,000 
pages of receipts, invoices and 
credit card statements show 
tens of thousands of dollars in 
charges at high-end hotels, ve-

hicle rentals and meals — with 
frequent stops at restaurants in 
the capital city and beyond.

In contrast, spending on 
state-issued credit cards during 
former Gov. Dennis Daugaard’s 
final year in office — the only 
year of invoices available from 
his two terms in office — indi-
cate far fewer and less frequent 
charges on the state card.

A spokeswoman for Rho-
den’s office had previously 
defended Noem’s usage of the 
taxpayer-funded credit cards, 
contending that others in her 
administration had access to the 
credit cards. However, Rhoden 
opted not to comment as to 
whether he thinks the level of 
spending on charge cards by 
Noem was appropriate when he 
personally addressed the credit 
card spending for the first time. 
“There’s times when I’m out 
with a group and a lot of times 
I forget that I even have one. 
I don’t know how many times 
I’ve paid for stuff with my own 
credit because I don’t even re-
member I have it,” Rhoden said 
during his weekly legislative 
press conference on Thursday 
at the Capitol

“I’m not looking back and I 
don’t know what has happened 
in the past. I just know where I 
am at, and it’s not a problem,” 
he added.

Records associated with 
spending on state-issued credit 
cards under Rhoden have not 
been obtained by The Scout..

THE BELLE FOURCHE BEACON
A great place to get the word out 
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www.bellefourchebeacon.com

Governor publicly 
addresses revelation 

that Noem administration 
amassed more than
$600k in charges on 
state credit cards

Michael Dover was 
he speaker at this 

month’s Lunch &
Learn seminar. Dover 

discussed Moral Injury. 
Longbrake Photo
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Here are some pictures from our monthly assembly at South Park! The first photo is of our Students of the Month for December 2024. The winner’s names are as 
follows: Ila Seaman, Corbin Selchert, Hank Janish, Stetson Wilen, Adrian Cuff, Lane Fickbohm, and Olivia Grosz. 

The second pic- ture is of a group of students who finished their Lexia reading program. Their names are as followed: Evangeline Funk, Patrick 
Tysdal, Brekyn Montgomery, Sophia Ruzicka and Kellan Davis.

The final picture is of our Teacher of the Month. This is an award that is voted on by our students each month! The winner is Mr. Dunavant. 
Courtesy Pictures

News

Senior Sofia Gonzalez

• Sprinkler Turn Ons,
Blowouts, Repair and Installs

• Mowing • Spraying
• Small Landscaping

• Snow Removal and More

ggtlawnservice@yahoo.com
P.O. Box 327, Belle Fourche, SD

Office  605-723-1899

Serving Belle Fourche and the surrounding area for over 15 years.

Medicare 
advice you 
can trust
Here to help you 
with your Medicare 
decisions.

CONTACT ME TODAY

W-2022541 09/23 Y0156_WMCoopPrtAdIASDV2_C FVNR 1023

Kerbi Bowden
605-892-2306 ext 103
35 5th Ave
Belle Fourche, SD
kbowden@fedts.com

We take a whole-patient
approach to dentistry that
focuses on your overall health
and well-being.

Call 605-892-6347 or scan
the QR below to schedule a
FREE consultation!

Wellness
Matters

jacksondentalsd.com 605-892-6347

Keller Williams Realty Black Hills
(605) 210-1162

email: alank@kw.com

Licensed in SD & WY
https://www.bhhomeandland.com

Alan Kindsfater 
Broker Associate

501 Grant Street Belle Fourche, SD  

highmarkfcu.com
605.892.4631

Get Paid For Your  
Grades At Highmark

*3.5 GPA must be on a 4.0 grading system. Membership Required. Certain restrictions apply. Only students age 13 - 19 
qualify to earn rewards. Account must be in good standing. By participating in this program, parents or guardians of 
winners agree to have their child’s name, photo/likeness used in any advertising material related to the marketing of the 
SMART MONEY program without additional financial or other compensation. $10 payouts will be deposited into the 
student’s Teen Account with Highmark and may be subject to IRS reporting. Winner is responsible for all tax liability. 
Report card or copy of report card must be dated within 30 days of the end of a semester to be considered. 

Federally insured by NCUA

Now you can get rewarded for making good grades. 
With our new SMART MONEY program, keeping your 
GPA up means you can earn money.  For more details 
go to www.highmarkfcu.com/teen-club-account.  Keep 
making those great grades and being rewarded with 

the SMART MONEY program.

Get Paid For Grades Belle Fourche 4x6.indd   1Get Paid For Grades Belle Fourche 4x6.indd   1 8/30/24   10:29 AM8/30/24   10:29 AM

CLOSED TUESDAYS

Need convenient Storage?
Check out this

white & black 10x16
lofted metal building

On Sale Now
ASK ABOUT DISCOUNTS! 

PINE’S EDGE MINI BARNS LLC

19060 US HWY 85
BELLE FOURCHE, SD 57717

605-723-5952

Many Styles to Ch�se Fr�

Gary Lyle Stinton, 86, of Belle Fourche 
passed away February 24, 2025 at Rolling 
Hills Healthcare, Belle Fourche.
Gary was born March 21, 1938 in 

Winner, SD to Lyle and June Stinton who 
where living in Burke, SD.  Gary spent 
his youth in Burke, graduating in 1956.  
He continued his education graduating 
from Brookings in 1960 with an animal 
husbandry degree.
Gary married Jan Schlaht in 1960.  They started 

their life together in Brookings and then lived in 
several states and different towns.  Gary worked 
as a State Sales Manager for Moorman Feeds for 
many years.  They had 3 children, Kim, Karrie 
and Shawn.  In 1978 they bought the Gregory, 
SD Sale Barn, and operated it for 11 years.  Most 
of their life they lived in Iowa for 25 years and in 
2001 moved to Belle Fourche.
Gary was a very special guy and loved his horses 

and goats.  He spent a lot of time with them.  He 
also worked as a building manager at the Rec Cen-
ter for 17 years.  He was a lifetime member of the 
United Church of Christ and held several offices 
during the years.

He leaves to mourn his wife of 64 
years, Jan Stinton; children, Kim Da-
vid, Karrie (Dave) Vinyard and Shawn 
Stinton all of Belle Fourche; grand-
children, Amanda Alexander and 
Emily (Ashton) Rone; great grandchil-
dren, Cedar Rone, Willow Alexander 
and River Alexander; brothers-in-law, 
Terry and Larry Schlaht of Omaha, 
NE; nieces, nephews and cousins.

He was preceded in death by his parents; 
sister, Penny Kalso and his mother and father-
in-law.
Per Gary’s wishes there will be no funeral but 

there will be a family memorial in Gregory late 
this Summer.
The family suggests memorials be directed to 

the Western Humane Society, 324 Industrial 
Dr. Spearfish, SD 57783.
Arrangements are under the care of Kline 

Funeral Chapel of Belle Fourche.  An online 
guest book and video tribute will be available 
at klinefuneralchapel.
com

Gary Lyle Stinton 86

Jerrold Eugene Crockford - 85 yrs. - was 
born to Joseph James Crockford and 
Mildred Marie (Plambeck) Crockford on 
October 3, 1939, in Meade Co., SD.  He 
was second oldest in a family of six and 
resided on the family farm south of Vale, 
SD.  He graduated High School at Vale 
and in the fall of 1957 joined the US Navy 
and spent his service time in Bermuda.  He was 
discharged from the Navy in 1960, then worked 
for the phone co. for a few months until he was 
hired by Homestake Mining Co., Lumber and 
Timber Dept. for fifteen years.  He held several 
positions ending with Log Cutter Foreman.   
In January of 1962 Jerry met Julie C. Seidel. 

They were married June 16, 1962, and began a 
journey of more than 62 years together.  They 
lived in Spearfish, SD and had their first child, 
Jane Marie (Crockford) Jordan in May 1963, 
followed by Jodi Lynn Crockford in March 1966.  
Spring of 1966 they moved out of Spearfish to 
Maitland Canyon where they started from the 
ground up to build a home.  They moved a mobile 
home in for their house and Jerry kept busy 
constructing a garage, barn and fences along with 
planting a garden and yard. 
In the Fall of 1976 Jerry accepted a position 

of Realty Specialist with the Bureau of Land 
Management located in Buffalo, WY.  Daily he 
traveled the NE corner of Wyoming to help oil 
and gas companies obtain permits to drill wells 
and install pipelines on US Govt. property.  In the 
beginning of 1980, he spent five months at the US 
Govt Lands School in Phoenix, AZ.  Fall of 1983 
saw the family moving to Dickinson, ND until 

June 1988 when they transferred to 
Farmington, NM where they lived for 
33 years.  While in Farmington, NM 
Jerry and Julie attended the Emman-
ual Baptist Church with Jerry serving 
as a deacon for 33 yrs.  They also 
helped conduct services at the local 
DWI Center each Sunday. 

In addition to permits for oil and gas and pipe-
lines, he also worked to permit wind and solar 
farms.  He taught at the Phoenix Land School 
for 22 years.  He retired from BLM in 2009.   
He then started a personal business helping 
companies obtain federal permits for installa-
tions.  He retired in 2021. 
Jerry loved his family including his wife, 

two daughters, two grandchildren and 2 great 
granddaughters.  The family moved back to 
SD to be near his sisters and Julie’s family in 
Nov. 2021.  He always considered SD to be 
‘home’ and always planned to come back for 
that reason.   
Jerry is survived by the immediate family, 

two sisters and their families, and a brother and 
family plus several in laws. Also included are 
numerous nieces and nephews. 
Funerals services will be held Saturday, 

March 8, 2025, 10:00 a.m. at Kinkade Funeral 
Chapel, Sturgis, SD. Interment will follow at 
the Vale Cemetery.
Condolences may be left for the family at 

www.kinkadefunerals.com.

Jerrold Eugene Crockford 85 
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Shout out to some of the refs who work hard to keep the game going. 
Photo Courtesy Jamie Hockenbary

Cheerleaders keep the momentum going. Photo Courtesy Jamie Hockenbary

Pictured left to right: Harvey Walding, Isaac Voyles, Jet Jensen, Wyatt Lesmeister, Lily Nore, Kailey Nowowiejski, Viktoria Pros-
nanska, Cierra Erhart, Adelae Grusing and Kaydence Gallagher. Photo Courtesy Jamie Hockenbary

Senior Boys and Girls Recognized On February 20th

Harvey Walding sends one up. 
Photo Courtesy Jamie Hockenbary

Nowowiejeski catches air and attempts to add to 
the lead on 1-21-25 against Hill City. 
Photo Courtesy Jamie Hockenbary

Hatling puts in strong effort for 2 on 1-23-25 against 
Winner. Photo Courtesy Jamie Hockenbary
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SUBSCRIBE TO THE BEACON  $52/ Year
Go Online or Send us Your Request

PO Box 576   Belle Fourche, SD 57717

www.bellefourchebeacon.com

A great place to get the word out! 
 Deadline-Friday 5pm

THE BEACON 
www.bellefourchebeacon.com

Email: news@bellefourchebeacon.com

Keith Moore

114 S. Main Ave. Ste B-4 Sioux Falls, SD 57104  605-413-3177   
www.thedakotascout.com

   The Dakota Scout, a journal of South Dakota politics, government and culture that features 
journalism from veteran reporters Jonathan Ellis and Joe Sneve. Newsletters can be sent directly 
to your inbox and you can receive the state’s top political podcast - The Scouting Report.  Look it 
up today.
   The Dakota Scout is a South Dakota owned, sourced and printed independent operation 
co-founded by Ellis and Sneve. Together, they have more than 30 years of combined experience 
in South Dakota journalism that have earned them reputations as dogged reporters who’ve not lost 
touch with their neighbors’ sensibilities. Be in the Know!
   Stay on top of what’s happening at the state Capitol in Pierre with breaking news, investigative 
reporting and a constant drumbeat of information about the world around you.

Follow on Twitter @TheDakotaScout   Follow on Facebook www.facebook.com/TheDakotaScout

Jonathan Ellis & Joe SneveCapitol Building Pierre, SD

BFACT is excited to announce the shows and dates for its 15th Season!

Show Up by Belle LaVenue

As you fill your brand new 2025 calendar, be sure to add the FINE ARTS events in our community and our schools. 

The Belle Fourche Middle School Theater Cast & Crew of, Magic, their spring show, is hard at work in practices and at set-building with only three more weeks until their show: 
a comedy full of mystery, humor, and unique characters who are more than just an illusion. Under the direction of Reva Potter & Rachel Munce, over 60 thespians from the 6th, 7th, 
and 8th grades are preparing for an entrancing night of magical entertainment. Photos on C5

The Belle Fourche Area Community Theater has cast their show, Atomic Lobsters, getting ready to join other area theater groups in the Getting Our Acts Together, Night of One 
Acts. The show cast includes Nathan Mahler, Echo Limpert, Kelsey Gronlund, Heather Pittman, Wes Barnhouse, Mike Meemken, Raya Meemken, and Emma Raber. 
Getting Our Acts Together  consists of four one-acts: one by the Historic Homestake Opera House from Lead; one by the Matthews Opera House in Spearfish; one by the Sturgis 
Community Theater; one by Belle Fourche Area Community Theater. Each night will be held in a different location, so each theater group gets a chance to perform in a new space 
and give that community a chance to see a show by other local theater groups. You won’t want to miss this one-of-a-kind show!

It’s time for Grease! The Belle Fourche HS Theater is excited to announce its cast for this popular musical: Danny- Logan Willert; Sandy- Trinity Hostetter, Kenickie-Timothy Thompson, Doody- Kale Wil-
liams, Roger- Derek Scott, Sonny- John Hale, Rizzo- Kate Blair, Frenchy- Sonja Cropper, Marty- Alexa Stone, Jan- Iva Hale, Patty- Aoloni Stone. Eugene- Trevor Welles, Cha-Cha- Kaeli Thompson, Miss 
Lynch- Kaydance Gallagher, Vince Fontaine- Dillon Streeter, Johnny Casino- Derek Scott, Teen Angel- Kale Williams, Female Radio Voice- Abby Schmidt, and in the Ensemble: Madisyn Carson, Mercedes 
Madison, Tace Hartman, Avery Mastin, Trey Shannon, Chelsea Zinke, Mollie Collins; Tech Crew: Wyatt Lesmeister, Hunter Brown, Madison Dalton, Mark Mullins 
The Community Variety Show will be on May 4th, a Sunday afternoon, at the Belle Fourche Community Hall. This FUNraiser showcases local talent & the arts. If you have an act or art to share, contact the 
BF FAB at bfhsfab@gmail.com.

Your presence at all the upcoming events is much appreciated, so don’t forget to add all these upcoming fine arts events to your calendars!

Mar. 14,  Friday, MS Play, MAGIC, @ the Rec Center Theater, 7:00 pm
Mar. 15, Saturday, MS Play, MAGIC, @ the Rec Center Theater, 7:00 pm
Mar. 17, Monday, BFHS Band / Chorus Concert @ the Rec Center Theater, 7:00 pm
Mar. 18, Tuesday, BFMS 6th, 7th, & 8th Spring Choir Concert, @ the Rec Center Theater, 6:30 pm
Mar. 29, Atomic Lobsters, Getting Our Acts Together, Belle Fourche Community Theater, @ the Rec Center Theater
April 7, Monday, BFMS/BFHS Jazz Concert @ the Rec Center Theater, 7:00 pm

Maybe YOU know what SHOW is UP next? Share your fine arts tidbits and upcoming events at bellelavenue@gmail.com. I especially love the juicy backstage dish and green room gossip! Mark your cal-
endars, friends, so you don’t forget to Show Up!						    

World Day of Prayer Service
is scheduled for Friday, March 7, in

Belle Fourche. Global Methodist Church will
host to the event with music by The Pickers 

beginning at 12:30 , program at 1 p.m.
  Christian women in the Cook Islands have 

written the script this year. Prayer, Bible 
readings, hymns are featured. A lunch

will follow. The public is invited.
    This marks year 98 of services that are held 

globally on the first Friday of March in 170 
countries. Each year a different country

prepares the program. Local churches rotate
as the host. Planning meetings are being held
every Friday at the church. Readers, ushers

and hosts are needed. Women interested
in being a part of the program are invited to

come to the planning sessions. 

Community Calendar
Belle Silver Lining  

Lunch Program
Every day of the week

11am-1pm Belle Silver Lining Senior Center;
828 Kingsbury St. • 605-892-6285 

Belle Silver Lining is open so come and enjoy
a different lunch menu Monday thru Friday. 

$7 suggested donation.
Belle Silver Lining 

Thrift Store
Closed Monday; Tuesday-Friday 10am-5pm;

Saturday 10am-4pm
Belle Silver Lining Senior Center 828 Kingsbury St.

605-892-6285
For your shopping pleasure. 

Check with the staff if you have items to donate.
AA Meetings

Meetings are held on 
Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturdays 

at 8pm at 806 6th Ave, Belle Fourche.
Writer’s Group
Regular Meeting:

Meeting will be Saturday, at 10 AM. 
BF Public Library, 3rd Sat. as always. 

Any and all writers are invited to attend.
Meals On Wheels
Program Ongoing

11:30am-12:30pm Monday through Friday 
1500 Mill Street • 605-723-5036

Please call Bonnie at 892-5472 in the mornings



Visit the Bullock Community Players Facebook page
for more information

Tickets also available at the door  |  Concessions available

Performances will be held at
The Bullock Community Center NW of Buffalo, SD

BULLOCK COMMUNITY PLAYERS
presents

" Showdown at Prickly Pear Junction "
written & directed by Paula Richter

March 7th
& March 8th

at 

7:00 PM
&

March 9th
at 

2:00 PM

TICKETS ARE
$10.00
AND CAN BE 

PURCHASED AT 
PIONEER BANK

& TRUST IN 
BUFFALO, SD
& COMMUNITY 

BANK IN
BOWMAN, ND
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BFMS January Students of the Month were honored at the. February school board meeting. 
Aubyn Hartman and Logan Dennis, 5th graders, Adilynn Burke and Austin Ramirez, sixth 
graders, Charlie Merjil and Oaklee Atkins, seventh graders and Oaklee Curtis and Alexis 
Allart, eighth graders. Courtesy Photo

Ryder Heitz
news@bellefourchebeacon.com
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Belle Fourche School Board

BELLE FOURCHE—The Belle 
Fourche School Board held a 
meeting on Monday, February 10. 
Associated School Boards of South 
Dakota honored the Belle Fourche 
School District for South Dakota 
School Board Recognition Week, 
February 17-21, “in recognition of 
dedicated leadership in public edu-
cation and for improving achieve-
ment for all public school students.” 

   The Belle Fourche High School 
FFA gave a presentation on 
parliamentary procedure. Cur-
riculum Director Angela Reder 
also provided a data corner that 
covered the “What-Why-How” of 
district assessment practices with 
four different types of assessments 
introduced. Student Council 
Liaison Ellie Schreder reported on 
the activities of the Council and 
student body. 

December 2024 and January 
2025 Students of the Month were 
recognized. For December, those 
honored were: Fifth Grade—Rylee 
Kukla and Tymber Patterson; Sixth 
Grade—Harry Bruce and Claire 
Fickbohm; Seventh Grade—Ade-
line Humbracht and Brennan 
Williamson; Eighth Grade—Alex-
is Allart and Isaiah Slama. For 
January, those honored were: Fifth 
Grade—Aubyn Hartman and Lo-
gan Dennis; Sixth Grade—Adilynn 
Burke and Austin Ramirez; Seventh 
Grade—Charlie Merjil and Oaklee 
Atkins; Eighth Grade—Oaklee 
Curtis and Rylan Gross. 

Susan Proefrock reported that 
the Board of Directors of the Black 
Hills Educational Benefits Cooper-
ative held its quarterly meeting on 
November 21, 2024. The BHEBC 
provides health benefit services 
to employees of the Belle Fourche 
School District. Regular business 
was conducted, and a report of 
activities was presented. Knapp 
reported on the School Imp

    rovement Committee meeting 
held January 9 and shared those 
meeting minutes with the Board. 
Superintendent Thompson also 
provided a legislative update for the 
Board.

Administrative reports were then 
given. Mathew Raba, High School 
Principal, reported current enroll-
ment numbers: total 9-12th grade 
enrollment is 362. Parent-teacher 
conferences will be held March 13 
from 1:30-7:30 p.m. High schoolers 
will be taking the SD Assessments 
for English, Math, and Science 
during the week of April 7-10. 
National FCCLA week is February 
10-14 and National FFA week is 
February 17-21. Both groups have 
activities planned to promote their 
programs and show service to the 
school and community. 

 High school counselor Kyle 
Webb is organizing the 12th annual 
Career Fair to be held February 
20. The fair will be held in the 
BFACC gym and over 60 tables are 
scheduled. 

Middle School enrollment is 418. 
On January 21, the Black Hills 
Raptor Center gave fifth graders a 

presentation during their science 
classes. Middle school students 
participated in Humanity Launch 
activities on January 28, and 
on January 29, teachers took 50 
eighth grade students snow skiing 
and snowboarding at Terry Peak. 
Civil War buffs Nick Jason and 
Kellen Willert presented authentic 
relics to social studies students on 
January 30. 

   February activities include the 
winter band concert at the Rec 
Center on February 10, spring 
pictures on February 13, and the 
Science Fair open house on Febru-
ary 13. Parent-teacher conferences 
are scheduled for March 13 from 
1:30-7:30 p.m. Public performanc-
es of Magic, the middle school play 
written by Reva Potter, will take 
place at the Rec Center on March 
14 and 15 at 7 p.m. 49 students 
will be acting in the play with 12 
students helping with technical 
production aspects.

Elementary Principal Julie 
Hatling reported that K-4 total 
enrollment in North and South 
Park schools is 444. A variety 
of activities are planned for this 
month at both schools. 

  On February 14, Valentine’s Day 
and the 100th Day of School will 
both be celebrated. Since February 
is American Heart Month, every-
one is encouraged to wear red on 
February 7. 

   Staff continues to meet twice 
a month to advance their literacy 
initiative. Upcoming activities in-
clude Read Across America Week 
from March 3-6; Professional 
Development on March 7; 

   Parent-Teacher Conferences 
on March 13; and Kindergarten 
Screening for SY 2025-2026 on 
April 4. 

Special Education Director Caleb 
Case reported that the current 
child count is 252. The State 
Special Education Conference will 
occur next month in Rapid City, 
and the state testing window is 
fast-approaching.

Activities Department director 
Adam Nowowiejski reported that 
it was another great year for the 
2-day boys and girls wrestling 
tournament. He stated that the 
number of girls wrestlers continues 
to increase and recommended that 
the district consider hiring a girls’ 
wrestling coach next year. The 
girls’ and boys’ basketball seasons 
are coming to a close and the 2nd 
annual Boys Basketball Classic 
will be February 15. Dairy Queen 

Keller Williams Realty Black Hills
(605) 210-1162

email: alank@kw.com

Licensed in SD & WY
https://www.bhhomeandland.com

Alan Kindsfater 
Broker Associate

501 Grant Street Belle Fourche, SD  

highmarkfcu.com
605.892.4631

Get Paid For Your  
Grades At Highmark

*3.5 GPA must be on a 4.0 grading system. Membership Required. Certain restrictions apply. Only students age 13 - 19 
qualify to earn rewards. Account must be in good standing. By participating in this program, parents or guardians of 
winners agree to have their child’s name, photo/likeness used in any advertising material related to the marketing of the 
SMART MONEY program without additional financial or other compensation. $10 payouts will be deposited into the 
student’s Teen Account with Highmark and may be subject to IRS reporting. Winner is responsible for all tax liability. 
Report card or copy of report card must be dated within 30 days of the end of a semester to be considered. 

Federally insured by NCUA

Now you can get rewarded for making good grades. 
With our new SMART MONEY program, keeping your 
GPA up means you can earn money.  For more details 
go to www.highmarkfcu.com/teen-club-account.  Keep 
making those great grades and being rewarded with 

the SMART MONEY program.

Get Paid For Grades Belle Fourche 4x6.indd   1Get Paid For Grades Belle Fourche 4x6.indd   1 8/30/24   10:29 AM8/30/24   10:29 AM

and Subway sponsored the event 
and will gift each member on the 
teams a commemorative T-shirt.

Facilities and Transportation 
Director Coyle reported that the 
fire marshal was recently in the 
district to do inspections. Coyle 
is waiting for a quote for new 
stair treads at the high school. A 
new discus cage system has been 
ordered and should arrive this 
month.

The Belle Fourche School Dis-
trict strategic plan was presented, 
with goal statements of building a 
quality educational program that 
is efficient, effective, and excel-
lent; improving and developing 
a cooperative and positive image 
for the school system; providing 
financial resources to adequately 
fund the educational programs; 
and conducting school district 
business in a professional, effec-
tive, efficient, and responsible 
manner. 

Discussion was held about 
the proposed school voucher 
program for the 2025 legislative 
session. A resolution in opposi-
tion to the school voucher pro-
posal carried. The board entered 
Executive Session at 7:04 p.m. 
for the purpose of discussing the 
superintendent’s evaluation. 

 The Board came out of execu-
tive session at 8:25 p.m. and the 
meeting was adjourned.

The next school board meeting 
will be March 10, 2025.
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Good Shepherd Clinic is a free medical clinic for adults, ages 19-64, who do not 
have or qualify for insurance or have insurance and meet our other eligibility 
requirements. Medical services will be available on the 2nd and 4th Thursdays of 
the month at Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran Church in Lead. Enter the church 
through the Julius Street parking lot (below 825 W. Main Street).

The Spearfish clinic will continue to provide medical,
emergency dental, counseling, and resource services on Monday

nights at Our Savior’s Lutheran Church, located at 1020 State Street.

Next Clinic: Thursday, March 13th

& Thursday, March 27th

Registration will be from 6:00-7:00pm.
Good Shepherd Clinic

Shepherd of the Hills Church
825 W Main Street in Lead

For more information contact:
Phone: 605-717-2080
Email: director@goodshepherdclinicspearfish.com
Website: www.goodshepherdclinicspearfish.com

Ash Wednesday –
6:00 pm

Penance Services:
6:00 pm - 7:00 pm
March 12th & 26th
April 2nd, 9th & 16th

Friday Stations
of the Cross:
Each Friday during Lent 
we will pray the Stations 
of the Cross followed by a 
Lenten meal and a short 
talk on faith practices.

BELLE FOURCHE
ST. PAUL CATHOLIC CHURCH
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Comfortable Casino area!
Expanded Sunday Brunch

“Chef’s” Daily Lunch Special
Now Booking Parties!
Door Dash Available

892-2270 • 16 N 5th Ave., Belle Fourche Jct. 212/85 Part of the Conoco MidAmerica Travel Plaza

Shannon L. Rolando
Financial Advisor

1407 5th Avenue
Belle Fourche, SD 57717
Bus. 605-569-7979 • Fax 855-221-2509

shannon.rolando@edwardjones.com
edwardjones.com/shannon-rolando

2111 5th Ave Belle Fourche, SD 57717
(605) 892-2120

Phil Kissack
Registered Representative

(L) Another look at the pallet racks and storage area in the new CBH CO-OP building.(C) The upstairs in the new CBH CO-OP building will house administration 
offices. (R) The kitchen area for the employees at the CBH CO-OP.

Black Hills Vision Care
“Keeping Your Future in Focus”

605-892-2020
1830 5th Avenue Belle Fourche

 
Optometrist
Dr. Heidi Nash

Opticians
Steve Jewett
December White
 

118 5th Avenue Belle Fourche, SD 57717
Phone: 605.892.2802

bcrepair2@rushmore.com
Josh Bunney, Manager

New warming room will be used to keep chemicals and oil products from freezing in the winters.

From A1 CBH

Willard   From A1

are being set up, boardrooms 
furnished, televisions hung 
on the wall, all of the small 
things that go into setting up 
a new business location. “Boy 
it is a busy beehive, we had 
the IT people in getting all the 
networking done, the phone 
people are coming a week from 
today to get that installed, the 
pallet racking people were here, 
and the cameras and security 
systems are installed,” said Reif. 
“We had the manufacturer in 
and trained a bunch of our peo-
ple about the fire suppression 
system. 
    Then we will have a fire de-
partment night and we’re going 
to have a walk through so if 
something ever happens, they’re 
familiar with the building and 
will know exactly where to 
come and what to do.”
     The new building doubles 
the amount of storage space 
available. “The other building 
over there was 20,000 square 
feet of storage, this is 16,000 
square feet but at the other one, 
we were only able to stack a 
couple pallets high. 
    Here we get 16,000 square 
feet, but now we can stack 
four high. So we are basically 
doubling the holding capacity,” 
explained Reif. 

The new facility has a warming 
room and cold storage. The 
warming room is 40 feet by 80 
feet. Reif said, “Some agricul-
ture chemicals shouldn’t freeze, 
and then oil too, with our re-
fined products, you know, in the 
winter it gets cold and thick. It 
just makes for better product.”
Reif says he is excited to have 
the building open and everyone 
together. “I can’t wait. Every-
body’s worked so hard for a lot 
of years, and over time ended 
up being a lot of separate spots 
in town. 
    It’s going to be so good to be 
working together. There’s some 
nervousness about it, but we’ll 
quickly get over that. And you 
know, everybody will find their 
find their way and groove.”
When all is said and done, the 
most important part to any suc-
cessful business is the consum-
er. That fact is not lost on CBH 
CO-OP. “The part I’m going to 
enjoy the most is with with the 
patrons and being able to just 
give them really good service. 
    They deserve it. They’ve 
supported CBH, we’ll give 
them better results than what I 
think they, generally speaking, 
they’ve gotten good results 
from CBH, and I am just con-
vinced that we’ll be able to do 
better than that, so I’m excited 

for it,” said Reif. 
Without the help from the City 
of Belle Fourche and other key 
resources the new location and 
building could have been a 
struggle. “We are very grate-
ful to everybody in Belle that 
helped get it together. We had 
quite a few meetings at the city 
council meetings, and Holly’s 
area (Belle Fourche Econom-
ic Development) had a lot of 
resources. 
     There is pretty good build-
ing and activity in town, so 
everybody’s pretty familiar 
with the ins and outs in Butte 
County. Everybody was very, 
very helpful, and helped guide 
us along and didn’t let us get 
stopped anywhere and gave us 
a lot of forewarnings,” ex-
plained Reif. 
    One of the ways that CBH 
CO-OP is different from a 
normal entrepreneurial busi-
ness is that it is owned by the 
customer. 
    All you have to do is sign up 
and use the CO-OP businesses 
and the earnings are distributed 
back to the patrons.
The goal is to have the building 
up and running and all moved 
into by March 15, with current 
plans to have an open house for 
the public to come see the new 
building at the end of March.

The pallet racks are up and ready to begin holding products. Longbrake Photos

Part of the storage area in the new building at the CBH CO-OP. 

Aladdin General Store
We regret to inform you that the 

United States Postal Service has 
chosen to cancel our contract. 
Effective immediately, the Alad-
din General Store will no longer 
provide Postal Services. Pack-
ages will no longer be able to be 
dropped off and left at the store 
for the residents. The post office 

has been a part of our commu-
nity since 1898 we are sad to 
see it go. Please reach out to 
the Hulett post office with any 
questions. Mail delivery on all 
routes will continue as usual.

resident following the pass-
ing of President Ann Bolman, 
Ed.D., in September 2024, will 
continue in her role as Vice 
President for Finance and Op-
erations through March 2025, 
after which she will pursue a 
new career opportunity outside 
of Rapid City.
   “On behalf of the WDTC 

Board of Trustees, we sincerely 
appreciate Christine’s leader-
ship and dedication during this 
transition,” Dr. Willard said. 
“She stepped into a challeng-
ing role with professionalism 
and commitment, and we are 
grateful for her contributions. 
We wish her all the best in her 
next endeavor.”
   The WDTC Board of Trust-

ees is currently conducting a 
comprehensive search for the 
next college president, with the 
goal of announcing a successor 
before the start of the Fall 2025 
Semester. This process aims 
to identify a leader who aligns 
closely with WDTC’s vision 
and values.
   “Despite the challenges of 

the past several months, West-
ern Dakota Technical College 
continues to thrive,” Dr. Steve 
Willard said. “Our dedicated 
faculty and staff remain fully 
committed to student success, 
and their hard work is evident 
every day. We are preparing 
for a large graduating class this 
spring, and I have no doubt our 
graduates will build successful 
careers and positively impact 
their communities.”
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IM-SERIES PLASTIC SEPTIC TANKS
A revolutionary improvement in plastic tank design, offering 
exceptional strength comparable to concrete tanks.
Suitable for use as septic tanks, pump/trash tanks, cisterns
or rainwater (non-potable) storage/harvesting tanks.

1700 5TH AVENUE | BELLE FOURCHE, SD | 605-892-2613
MONDAY - FRIDAY 8AM - 5PM  |  SATURDAY 8AM - 12PM | CLOSED SUNDAY

Wells
Supply

500, 1000, 1500 • 1 or 2 compartment stock

17th AnnuAl St Onge liveStOck
Consignment maChinery auCtion

Sunday, April 27, 2025
St Onge Livestock parking lot, St Onge, SD 57779

Starting at 10:00 am – Tractors will sell at 1:00 pm
NOW TAKING CONSIGNMENTS

                   Auction conducted by BLACK HILLS AUCTION COMPANY
Doug Dietterle ~ 605-788-2963
Justin Tupper ~ 605-680-0259 
Cody Tupper ~ 605-569-3589

Terms of the sale are cash, bankable check or credit card. 
Announcements made the day of sale take precedence.

Not responsible for accidents. Concessions will be available. 

Our Internet Address: www.stongelivestock.com E-mail: stonge@rushmore.com
We appreciate your business. Call anyone of us any time if you have stock to sell. We are glad to come to your ranch.

PHONES: 1-800-249-1995 • 605-642-2200 • FAX 605-642-7628

Tim Tetrault ~ Fieldman: 605-642-9792 • 605-641-0328
Ron Frame ~ Fieldman: 307-896-6397 • 605-641-0229

Dustin Vining ~ Fieldman: 605-354-9966

Jess Cline ~ Fieldman: 307-751-8143
Ray Pepin ~ Fieldman: 605-892-5072

Tyler Escott ~ Fieldman: 406-853-5690

Doug Dietterle ~ Auctioneer
605-788-2963

RaNDy Searer ~ Auctioneer
406-480-1974

We appreciate your business. Call any one of us any time if you have stock to sell. We are glad to come to your ranch.

 ST. ONGE LIVESTOCK Now Broadcasts our Sales live on the internet at WWW.CATTLEUSA.COM

Justin Tupper ~ Cattle Yards Manager
605-680-0259 

Brooke Tupper ~ Office Mgr. 605-642-2200
Doug Dietterle ~ Auctioneer 605-788-2963

Randy Searer ~ Auctioneer 406-480-1974
Tim Tetrault ~ Fieldman: 605-642-9792 •  

605-641-0328

Ray Pepin ~ Fieldman: 605-892-5072
Tyler Escott ~ Fieldman: 406-853-5690

Scott Crowser ~ Fieldman: 605-645-2654

Casey Humble ~ Fieldman: 605-490-9829
Kelly Baker ~ Fieldman: 605-569-3007
JL Driskill  ~ Fieldman: 307-660-5422

NEWELL SHEEP YARDSNEWELL SHEEP YARDS
611 S Dartmouth Ave

Newell, SD 57760
1-800-409-4149 • 605-456-2348 

FAX: 605-456-2436
 Barney Barnes  Sheep Yards 

Mgr. - 605-641-2333
Auctioneer: Cody Tupper  

605-569-3589

 Fieldman : Gilbert Wood  
605-456-2400 
605-641-7100

 Fieldman : Dustin Vining  
605-354-9966

2025 CATTLE SALES
March 14th – Feeder Cattle & Replacement Hfr Special – Selling All Classes Of Cattle
March 21st – Bred Heifer & Cow Special – Selling All Classes Of Cattle
March 28th – Feeder Cattle & Replacement Hfr Special – Selling All Classes Of Cattle
April 4th – Bred Heifer & Cow Special – Selling All Classes Of Cattle
April 11th – Feeder Cattle & Replacement Hfr Special – Selling All Classes Of Cattle
April 18th – Pair & Bred Cow Special – Selling All Classes Of Cattle
April 25th – Feeder Cattle & Replacement Hfr Special – Selling All Classes Of Cattle

St Onge Livestock has a receiving station for the Gillette Area every Thursday.  It is on Northern 
Drive in Gillette.  Call Doug Miller at 307-660-0960 to let him know what is coming.  You can 
unload all day every Thursday until 3 pm.  You pay receiving station fee of $3 per head & 
$2.50/cwt for trucking.  You can also call Justin Tupper at 605-680-0259 & he can let them know 

your cattle are coming also.
THE BROADUS RECEIVING STATION IS TAKING CATTLE EVERY THURSDAY FOR OUR 

SALES ON FRIDAY.  You can drop your cattle off every Thursday by 3pm. You pay receiving 
station fee of $3 per head & $2.50/cwt for trucking.  For more information, call Tyler or 

Brandy Escott at 406-421-5579 or 406-951-1666 or Justin Tupper at 605-680-0259. Video Auction Time is Coming up very, quickly - 
If  you are considering filming your Calves or Yearlings for Fall Delivery 

Contact Us For Your Video Marketing Needs

St. Onge Livestock 
We are reps for 

SUPERIOR LIVESTOCK AUCTION

Attention to all sheep & goat producers: It is required that every male & female animal over the age of 12 
months have a scrapies tag in place to sell.  These tags can be obtained by the producer for FREE by 
calling 1-866-873-2824.  If they come to the sale barn without being tagged, you will be charged $4/hd 

for our vet to do them.  Please call us if you have any questions.

Sheep Report - Thursday, February 27, 2025
Lamb market was sure higher
Bred ewes sold on an active market
Slaughter ewes sold $$ higher
Bred ewes sold steady

Next Sale - March 6 - Regular Sale - Selilng all classes of sheep & goats
Animals should be here by 10 AM so they can be weighed before the sale
Thank you for your business! 

Feeder Lambs
Cjr Christenson Ranch Llc, Gillette WY ....................14 ....Lamb ...................55 ....... $302.00 
Cjr Christenson Ranch Llc, Gillette WY ....................45 ....Lamb ...................65 ....... $263.00 
Darling Creek Ranch Llc, Meadow SD .....................12 ....Lamb ...................52 ....... $302.00 
Darling Creek Ranch Llc, Meadow SD .....................55 ....Lamb ...................63 ....... $265.00 
Hofland Ranch, Reeder ND .......................................16 ....Lamb ...................51 ....... $302.00 
Horvey, Roy Or Nola, Ralph SD ................................13 ....Lamb ...................64 ....... $265.00 
Horvey, Roy Or Nola, Ralph SD ................................51 ....Lamb ...................83 ....... $233.00 
Kokesh, Dan Or Sue, Belle Fourche SD ..................60 ....Lamb ...................102 .... $208.00 
Kokesh, Dan Or Sue, Belle Fourche SD ..................73 ....Lamb ...................122 .... $180.00 
Kronberg Land & Livestock, Bison SD .....................43 ....Lamb ...................72 ....... $243.00 
O Connor, Ry Or Cassie, Plevna MT ........................8.......Lamb ...................98 ....... $203.00 
Rodriguez, Betty, Buffalo WY .....................................11 .....Lamb ...................66 ....... $269.00 
Rodriguez, Christopher, Clearmont WY ...................35 ....Lamb ...................81 ....... $238.00 
Bred Ewes - Sold By The Head
Feldman, Darrell, Beach ND ......................................34 ....2-3yr ....................174 .... $240.00 
Feldman, Darrell, Beach ND ......................................65 ....4yr-S....................206 .... $185.00 
Hewson, Troy Or Elaine, Newell SD .........................100 ..3-6yr ....................193 .... $240.00 
Hewson, Troy Or Elaine, Newell SD .........................104 ..3-6yr ....................193 .... $235.00 
Hewson, Troy Or Elaine, Newell SD .........................27 ....3-6yr ....................185 .... $187.50 
G & H Sheep Co , Buffalo WY ...................................20 ....2-Sld ....................172 .... $227.50 
Johnson, Rick Or Wendy, Quinn SD .........................40 ....3-4yr ....................173 .... $190.00 
Ranschau, Roger, Spearfish SD ...............................10 ....2-Sld ....................154 .... $220.00 
Vaughn, Randy, Newell SD ........................................25 ....6yr........................206 .... $185.00 
Slaughter Ewes
Cjr Christenson Ranch Llc, Gillette WY ....................33 ....K Ewe .................141 .... $121.00 
Cjr Christenson Ranch Llc, Gillette WY ....................115 ..K Ewe .................129 .... $101.00 
Garman, Trevor, Belle Fourche SD ...........................6.......K Ewe .................121 .... $101.00 
Geis, Byron Or Bridgette A, Buffalo WY ....................7.......K Ewe .................151 .... $121.00 
Geis, Byron Or Bridgette A, Buffalo WY ....................9.......K Ewe .................165 .... $112.00 
Madsen, Emily, Volberg MT ........................................17 ....K Ewe .................227 .... $104.00 
O Connor, Ry Or Cassie, Plevna MT ........................10 ....K Ewe .................146 .... $121.00 
O Connor, Ry Or Cassie, Plevna MT ........................13 ....K Ewe .................175 .... $112.00 
Ollila, David, Newell SD ...............................................31 ....K Ewe .................186 .... $112.00 
Rodriguez, Christopher, Clearmont WY ...................13 ....K Ewe .................163 .... $112.00 
Stadheim, Jeremy, Reeder ND ..................................10 ....K Ewe .................120 .... $125.00 
Stadheim, Jeremy, Reeder ND ..................................9.......K Ewe .................161 .... $112.00 
Slaughter Bucks
Darling Creek Ranch Llc, Meadow SD .....................5.......Kbuck ..................203 .... $100.00 
Geis, Byron Or Bridgette A, Buffalo WY ....................8.......Kbuck ..................225 .... $100.00 
Horman, Jeff, Belle Fourche SD ................................3.......Kbuck ..................256 .... $100.00 
Madsen, Emily, Volberg MT ........................................3.......Kbuck ..................235 .... $100.00

2025 SHEEP SALES
March 13th – Bred Ewe Special – Selling All Classes Of Sheep & Goats
March 20th – Regular Sale – Selling All Classes Of Sheep & Goats
March 27th – Regular Sale – Selling All Classes Of Sheep & Goats
April 3rd – Bred Ewe Special – Selling All Classes Of Sheep & Goats
April 10th – Regular Sale – Selling All Classes Of Sheep & Goats
April 17th – Regular Sale – Selling All Classes Of Sheep & Goats
April 24th – Bred Ewe Special – Selling All Classes Of Sheep & Goats
May 1st – Regular Sale – Selling All Classes Of Sheep & Goats
May 8th – Regular Sale – Selling All Classes Of Sheep & Goats
May 15th – New Crop Lamb Special – Selling All Classes Of Sheep & Goats
May 22nd – Regular Sale – Selling All Classes Of Sheep & Goats
May 29th – New Crop Lamb Special – Selling All Classes Of Sheep & Goats

Cattle Report - Friday, February 28, 2025
Right at 2000 hd today
Bred cows sold dollars higher
Feeder cattle & replacement hfrs also sold dollars higher

Next Sale - March 6 - Bred Cow Special
Thank you for marketing with St Onge Livestock! - 9 AM

Bred Cows - Sold by the head
Meccage Ranch Llc, Baker MT ...................25 ........Blk ......4-5..........1278 ............ $3,500.00 
Meccage Ranch Llc, Baker MT ...................38 ........Blk ......4-5..........1070 ............ $3,350.00 
Meccage Ranch Llc, Baker MT ...................30 ........Blk ......Solid ......1464 ............ $3,150.00 
Meccage Ranch Llc, Baker MT ...................25 ........Blk ......S-Ss ......1363 ............ $3,125.00 
Meccage Ranch Llc, Baker MT ...................26 .....................Ss...........1390 ............ $3,060.00 
Meccage Ranch Llc, Baker MT ...................42 ........Blk ......Broken ..1389 ............ $2,950.00 
Meccage Ranch Llc, Baker MT ...................21 ........Blk ......Hfr ..........907 .............. $2,925.00 
Meccage Ranch Llc, Baker MT ...................18 ........Blk ......Broken ..1261 ............ $2,350.00 
S & L Sheep Ranch Inc, Alzada MT ............26 ........Blk ......Hfr ..........1140............. $3,400.00 
Wulf, Justin, Owanka, SD .............................34 ........Blk ......Broken ..1486 ............ $2,750.00 
Feeder Cattle
Banks, Melvin Ryan, Forsyth MT .................19 ........Red ....Str ..........614 .............. $319.00 
Duprel Ranch, Sturgis, SD ............................31 ........Blk ......Hfr ..........553 .............. $340.00 
Duprel Ranch, Sturgis, SD ............................12 ........Blk ......Hfr ..........443 .............. $359.00 
Duprel & Sons, Jack, Sturgis, SD ................80 ........B/R .....Str ..........802 .............. $274.50 
Gantz, Joseph, Alva WY ...............................36 ........Blk ......Hfr ..........682 .............. $296.00 
Gantz, Joseph, Alva WY ...............................12 ........Blk ......Hfr ..........589 .............. $316.00 
Gotfredson Elm Creek Ranch, Newell, SD 82 ........Blk ......Hfr ..........626 .............. $308.50 
Gregersen, Dennis, Gillette WY ...................11.........Red ....Str ..........659 .............. $298.00 
Hansen, Ken Or Pam, Fruitdale, SD ...........76 ........Blk ......Hfr ..........628 .............. $311.00 
Hansen, Ken Or Pam, Fruitdale, SD ...........27 ........Blk ......Hfr ..........555 .............. $335.00 
Hansen, Ken Or Pam, Fruitdale, SD ...........15 ........Blk ......Hfr ..........487 .............. $350.00 
Hohenberger, Doug, Newell, SD .................12 ........Blk ......Hfr ..........637 .............. $312.00 
Humbracht, John, Camp Crook, SD ...........33 .....................Hfr ..........563 .............. $340.00 
Humbracht, John, Camp Crook, SD ...........22 ........Blk ......Hfr ..........448 .............. $375.00 
Humbracht, John, Camp Crook, SD ...........50 ........Char ...Hfr ..........532 .............. $345.00 
Humbracht, John, Camp Crook, SD ........... 10 ........Char ...Hfr ..........458 .............. $365.00 
Lenhart, Jade Or Cinnamon, Weston WY .13 ........Blk ......Str ..........341 .............. $457.50 
Meccage Ranch Llc, Baker MT ...................26 ........Blk ......Hfr ..........588 .............. $321.00 
Ollila, Walter A, Vale, SD ...............................19 ........Blk ......Str ..........564 .............. $332.00 
Ollila, Walter A, Vale, SD ...............................11.........Blk ......Hfr ..........521 .............. $331.00 
Op Bar Ranch Llp, St Onge, SD ..................10 ........Herf ....Str ..........720 .............. $270.00 
Op Bar Ranch Llp, St Onge, SD ..................17 ........Bld ......Hfr ..........783 .............. $280.00 
Op Bar Ranch Llp, St Onge, SD ..................38 ........Herf ....Hfr ..........691 .............. $311.00 
Perli, Richard Or Sharon, Rapid City, SD ...10 ........Blk ......Str ..........594 .............. $362.00 
Perli, Richard Or Sharon, Rapid City, SD ...12 ........Blk ......Hfr ..........630 .............. $304.00 
Redding, Dave, Hulett WY ............................35 ........Bbld ....Hfr ..........672 .............. $292.00 
ReedTrust, David & Kim, Hulett WY ...........10 ........Blk ......Str ..........466 .............. $415.00 
Reid, James/& Katherine , Nisland, SD ......10 ........Blk ......Hfr ..........661 .............. $286.00 
Sprague, Lyle, Nisland, SD ...........................10 .....................Str ..........565 .............. $342.50 
Sprague, Lyle, Nisland, SD ...........................13 ........B/Ch ...Str ..........441 .............. $400.00 
Sprague, Lyle, Nisland, SD ...........................13 ........Blk ......Hfr ..........454 .............. $360.00 
Sunny Side Livestock, Gillette WY ..............43 ........Bbld ....Str ..........531 .............. $399.00 
Sunny Side Livestock, Gillette WY ..............13 ........B/R .....Str ..........396 .............. $455.00 
Sunny Side Livestock, Gillette WY ..............25 ........Blk ......Hfr ..........447 .............. $352.50 
Vallery, Randy & Rhonda, Nisland, SD .......30 ........Bbld ....Hfr ..........614 .............. $323.00 
Vallery, Randy & Rhonda, Nisland, SD .......12 ........Bbld ....Hfr ..........515 .............. $338.00 
Yy Cattle Inc, Volborg MT .............................22 ........Blk ......Hfr ..........686 .............. $299.00 
Weigh Up Cows
Anderson Rev Trust, Dwayne, Gillette WY 1 ..........Red ....Hfrt .........995 .............. $221.00 
Anderson Rev Trust, Dwayne, Gillette WY 1 ..........Red ....Cow .......1365 ............ $146.00 
Anderson Rev Trust, Dwayne, Gillette WY 1 ..........Red ....Cow .......1120............. $142.00 
Bachand, Benny R, Sturgis, SD...................1 ..........Blk ......Hfrt .........875 .............. $225.00 
Bachand, Benny R, Sturgis, SD...................1 ..........Blk ......Cow .......1250 ............ $136.00 
Bauer, Bradley/Rhonda, Union Center, SD 1 ..........Blk ......Hfrt .........945 .............. $229.00 
Bauer, Bradley/Rhonda, Union Center, SD 1 ..........Blk ......Cow .......1255 ............ $138.00 
Bauer, Bradley/Rhonda, Union Center, SD 1 .......................Cow .......1595 ............ $137.50 
Bauer, Casey, Union Center, SD .................1 ..........Bld ......Cow .......1435 ............ $151.00 
Carrier, Jayden, Hermosa, SD .....................1 ..........Blk ......Hfrt .........1025 ............ $201.00 
Cj & L Livestock Llc, Hermosa, SD ..............1 ..........Blk ......Cow .......1660 ............ $148.50 
Coal Creek Ranch Llc, Gillette WY ..............1 ..........Blk ......Cow .......1310 ............ $140.00 
Courtney Ranch Inc, Alzada MT ..................1 ..........Blk ......Cow .......1475 ............ $136.50 
C & W Feeders  [Whitewood, SD ................22 ........Bbld ....Cow .......1511............. $151.50 
C & W Feeders  [Whitewood, SD ................35 ........Bbld ....Cow .......1608 ............ $150.75 
C & W Feeders  [Whitewood, SD ................33 ........Bbld ....Cow .......1588 ............ $150.00 
C & W Feeders  [Whitewood, SD ................19 ........Mix......Cow .......1540 ............ $147.50 
Foothills Ranch Inc, St Onge, SD ................3 ..........Blk ......Cwette ...1226 ............ $178.00 
Foothills Ranch Inc, St Onge, SD ................3 ..........Blk ......Cow .......1366 ............ $141.50 
Geer, Bryan, Gillette WY ...............................1 ..........Blk ......Cow .......1520 ............ $134.00 
Grubl, Christopher, Sturgis, SD ....................8 ..........Blk ......Hfrt .........1080 ............ $205.00 
Grubl, Christopher, Sturgis, SD ....................1 ..........Blk ......Cwette ...1160............. $177.00 
Grubl, Christopher, Sturgis, SD ....................2 ..........Blk ......Cow .......1550 ............ $150.50 
Grubl, Christopher, Sturgis, SD ....................1 ..........Red ....Cow .......1220 ............ $142.50 
Grubl, Christopher, Sturgis, SD ....................1 ..........Blk ......Cow .......1495 ............ $142.00 
Grubl, Christopher, Sturgis, SD ....................1 ..........Blk ......Cow .......1430 ............ $132.00 
Hanson, Chris Or Kellie, Piedmont, SD ......2 ..........Bld ......Cow .......1440 ............ $151.50 
Heier, Iver J, Prairie City, SD .........................1 ..........Blk ......Cow .......1435 ............ $147.00 
Heier, Iver J, Prairie City, SD .........................1 ..........Bld ......Cow .......1170............. $147.00 
J Six Enterprises, Seneca KS ......................5 ..........Bbld ....Hfrt .........921 .............. $217.50 
J Six Enterprises, Seneca KS ......................1 ..........Blk ......Hfrt .........1040 ............ $210.00 
J Six Enterprises, Seneca KS ......................2 ..........Blk ......Cow .......1377 ............ $151.00 
Karrels, Henry, Sturgis, SD ...........................1 ..........Bld ......Cwette ...1265 ............ $170.00 
Kissack, Joe, Rozet WY ................................1 ..........Blk ......Cwette ...1305 ............ $173.00 
Lewis, Dan, Rapid City, SD ...........................1 ..........Blk ......Cow .......1625 ............ $150.50 
Lewis, Dan, Rapid City, SD ...........................2 ..........Blk ......Cow .......1342 ............ $147.00 
Lewis, Dan, Rapid City, SD ...........................2 ..........Blk ......Cow .......1962 ............ $134.00 
Lone Tree Ranch, Sturgis, SD .....................1 ..........Herf ....Cow .......950 .............. $150.00 
Lone Tree Ranch, Sturgis, SD .....................1 ..........Herf ....Cow .......1285 ............ $130.00 
Maude, Lori, Hermosa, SD ...........................1 ..........Blk ......Cwette ...1240 ............ $170.00 
Meccage Ranch Llc, Baker MT ...................1 ..........Blk ......Hfrt .........810 .............. $232.50 
Meccage Ranch Llc, Baker MT ...................1 ..........Blk ......Cow .......1610 ............ $147.00 
Meccage Ranch Llc, Baker MT ...................2 ..........Blk ......Cow .......1267 ............ $145.00 
Meccage Ranch Llc, Baker MT ...................1 ..........Blk ......Cow .......1370 ............ $136.00 
Myers, James & Mary, Belle Fourche, SD .2 ..........Blk ......Cow .......1405 ............ $136.00 
Norman Ranch, Black Hawk, SD ................1 ..........Blk ......Hfrt .........1100............. $188.00 
Norman Ranch, Black Hawk, SD ................2 .......................Cwette ...1305 ............ $163.00 
Norman Ranch, Black Hawk, SD ................1 ..........Bld ......Cow .......1515 ............ $146.00 
Norman Ranch, Black Hawk, SD ................4 ..........Blk ......Cow .......1346 ............ $144.00 
Norman Ranch, Black Hawk, SD ................1 ..........Blk ......Cow .......1160............. $139.00 
Oliver Farm & Ranch Llc, Newell, SD .........2 ..........Blk ......Cow .......1460 ............ $149.50 
Oliver Farm & Ranch Llc, Newell, SD .........1 ..........Blk ......Cow .......1495 ............ $146.00 
Opitz, Mike Or Linda, Piedmont, SD ...........1 ..........Blk ......Cow .......1585 ............ $149.00 
Paulsen, Mitch Or Mitchell, Custer, SD .......3 ..........Blk ......Cow .......1356 ............ $144.50 
Paulsen, Mitch Or Mitchell, Custer, SD .......1 ..........Blk ......Cow .......1765 ............ $140.00 
Paulsen, Mitch Or Mitchell, Custer, SD .......5 ..........Blk ......Cow .......1332 ............ $136.00 
Paulsen, Mitch Or Mitchell, Custer, SD .......1 ..........Blk ......Cow .......1350 ............ $134.00 
Policky Ranch Limited Partner, Upton WY .3 ..........Bbld ....Hfrt .........921 .............. $230.00 
Puptown Cattle, Ekalaka MT ........................9 ..........Bbld ....Hfrt .........1010 ............ $201.00 
Puptown Cattle, Ekalaka MT ........................2 ..........Blk ......Cow .......1250 ............ $143.50 
Pzinski, Matt & Chris, Newcastle WY..........12 ........Bbld ....Cow .......1293 ............ $153.00 

NEWELL SHEEP YARDS
Thursday, March 6, 2025

Regular Sale 1:00 PM
Please have animals in by 10:00 AM

So they can all be weighed before the sale!

Friday, March 7, 2025
Bred Cow & Heifer Special

9 AM - Weigh Up Cows, 12 Noon - Feeder Cattle followed 
by Bred Cows

BT-Branding Time Shots    PC-PreCondition Shots   DF-Drug Free   BV-
Bangs Vaccinated    NI- No Implants

Bred Cows & Hfrs
Smith Cattle Co -- 15 Blk F-1 Hfrs -- Bred Blk -- 4/5 For 30 Days
 - 16 Blk 3 To 5 Yr Old Cows -- Bred Blk -- 6/1 For 30 Days
 - 20 Blk Short Term Cows -- Bred Blk -- 4/1 For 60 Days
Arledge Ranch -- 20 Blk Hfrs -- Bred Lbw Blk Angus Bulls -- 3/25 For 45 Days
 - 20 Blk Short Solid & Short Term Cows -- Bred Blk -- 3/25
Redding Ranch -- 22 Red Short Term Cows -- Bred Red Angus -- 3/1
 - 12 Red Mixed Age Cows -- Bred Red Angus -- 5/1 
Steve Sulzbach -- 7 Blk Mixed Age Cows -- Bred Blk -- 3/30
Marlin Geier -- 165 Weigh Up Cows

Plus more by sale time!

2nd annual spring Coin, gun & Western 
memorabilia auCtion

May 10 & 11, 2025
Moose Lodge, Belle Fourche, SD

MAY 10th Currency Auction - MAY 11th Gun & Western Memorbilia
NOW TAKING CONSIGNMENTS

Don’t miss the auction live or online at http://BlackHillsAuction.hibid.com/auctions/current
Auction Conducted by Black Hills Auction Co

Justin Tupper ~ 605-680-0259 
Doug Dietterle ~ 605-788-2963
Cody Tupper ~ 605-569-3589

2025 SPRING BULL SALES
March 28th – Mills Cattle Co Angus Bull Sale
April 4th – Ck Bar Ranch Sim-Angus Bull Sale
April 11th – Cactus Cattle Company Angus Bull Sale
April 18th – Baker Lemar Angus Bull Sale
April 25th – Jordan Cattle Co Sim Angus & Angus Bull Sale
May 16th – Turn-Out Bull Sale

Pzinski, Matt & Chris, Newcastle WY..........1 ..........Blk ......Cow .......1265 ............ $149.00 
Pzinski, Matt & Chris, Newcastle WY..........15 ........B/R .....Cow .......1482 ............ $144.50 
Pzinski, Matt & Chris, Newcastle WY..........2 ..........B/R .....Cow .......1920 ............ $143.50 
Pzinski, Matt & Chris, Newcastle WY..........6 ..........B/R .....Cow .......1484 ............ $138.50 
Pzinski, Matt & Chris, Newcastle WY..........1 ..........Blk ......Cow .......1330 ............ $134.00 
Rosencranz, Zane, Belle Fourche, SD .......1 ..........Blk ......Hfrt .........975 .............. $221.00 
Ryan Trust, Michael, Gillette WY .................1 ..........Red ....Cow .......1345 ............ $152.00 
Ryan Xz Ranch Llc, Aladdin WY .................4 ..........Bbld ....Hfrt .........967 .............. $227.00 
Schuchard, Eric/Amanda, Prairie City, SD .1 ..........Bld ......Cow .......1355 ............ $135.00 
Schuchard, Eric/Amanda, Prairie City, SD .1 ..........Blk ......Cow .......1360 ............ $133.00 
Scofield, Jim, Belle Fourche, SD .................1 ..........Blk ......Hfrt .........1060 ............ $215.00 
Scofield, Jim, Belle Fourche, SD .................1 ..........Blk ......Cow .......1695 ............ $136.00 
Sleep Ranch Llc, Spearfish, SD ..................5 ..........Blk ......Hfrt .........956 .............. $225.00 
Sleep Ranch Llc, Spearfish, SD ..................2 ..........Blk ......Cwette ...1372 ............ $158.00 
Sleep Ranch Llc, Spearfish, SD ..................2 ..........Blk ......Cow .......1335 ............ $142.50 
Talcott, Debbie, Hammond MT ....................1 ..........Blk ......Cow .......1115 ............. $145.00 
Talcott, Debbie, Hammond MT ....................1 ..........Blk ......Cow .......1320 ............ $141.00 
Talcott, Duane, Hammond MT .....................1 ..........Blk ......Cwette ...1015 ............ $167.50 
Talcott, Duane, Hammond MT .....................3 ..........Blk ......Cwette ...1313 ............ $161.00 
Telsrow, Richard Or Charlotte, Aladdin WY 1 ..........Blk ......Cow .......1600 ............ $149.50 
Tetrault, Tim Or Roxie, St Onge, SD............1 ..........Red ....Hfrt .........1065 ............ $215.00 
Tetrault, Tim Or Roxie, St Onge, SD............1 ..........Red ....Cow .......1475 ............ $143.00 
Vore, Tom & Susan, Newcastle WY ............3 ..........Bbld ....Hfrt .........1256 ............ $180.00 
Vore, Tom & Susan, Newcastle WY ............2 ..........Blk ......Cow .......1370 ............ $146.50 
Wickwire, Kolby Or Jules, Aladdin WY........1 ..........Red ....Cwette ...1315 ............ $157.00 
Woods, Tyler, Sturgis, SD .............................2 ..........Blk ......Cow .......1222 ............ $140.00 
Woods, Tyler, Sturgis, SD .............................1 ..........Blk ......Cow .......1280 ............ $134.00 
Wulf, Justin, Owanka, SD .............................1 ..........Blk ......Cow .......1560 ............ $143.00 
Wulf, Justin, Owanka, SD .............................1 ..........Bld ......Cow .......1335 ............ $133.00 
Weigh Up Bulls
Baker, Mike J, St Onge, SD ..........................1 ..........Blk ......Bull .........2170 ............ $160.00 
Baker, Mike J, St Onge, SD ..........................1 ..........Blk ......Bull .........1935 ............ $145.00 
Baker, Mike J, St Onge, SD ..........................1 ..........Blk ......Bull .........1445 ............ $148.00 
Crowser, Scott Or Carla, Whitewood, SD ..1 ..........Char ...Bull .........2055 ............ $170.00 
Crowser, Scott Or Carla, Whitewood, SD ..2 ..........Char ...Bull .........1997 ............ $167.50 
Crowser, Scott Or Carla, Whitewood, SD ..1 ..........Herf ....Bull .........2100 ............ $157.00 
Hendrix, Genetie, Rapid City, SD .................1 ..........Blk ......Bull .........1840 ............ $161.00 
Meccage Ranch Llc, Baker MT ...................2 ..........Blk ......Bull .........1887 ............ $177.50 
Meccage Ranch Llc, Baker MT ...................2 ..........Blk ......Bull .........1677 ............ $151.50 
Meccage Ranch Llc, Baker MT ...................1 ..........Blk ......Bull .........1580 ............ $135.00 
Meccage Ranch Llc, Baker MT ...................1 ..........Blk ......Bull .........1380 ............ $145.00 
Randall Inc, Broadus MT ..............................1 ..........Blk ......Bull .........1005 ............ $220.00 
Randall Inc, Broadus MT ..............................1 ..........Red ....Bull .........1850 ............ $153.00 
Schuchard, Eric/Amanda, Prairie City SD ..1 ..........Blk ......Bull .........1575 ............ $150.00



Open: Monday - Friday 7:30am-6pm
307 US HWY 85  •  Bu�alo, SD 57720  •  605-375-3767

www.bu�aloranchsupply.com

CRYSTALYX SUPER MAG 4.4% LICK TUBS
NOW IN STOCK

AT BUFFALO RANCH SUPPLY
CRYSTALYX SuperMAG

is highly palatable,
high magnesium,

nutrient-dense,
low-moisture blend
of molasses solids,

protein meal,
hydrolyzed vegetable oil,

vitamins and macro
and micro minerals.

University research suggests supplemental magnesium
can help reduce the incidence of grass tetany.

SuperMAG provides supplemental
magnesium in a highly platable form.

Email: mickart@mickharrison.com  
www.MickHarrison.com 

Mailing Address:
Mick Harrison Paintings

PO Box 457 Belle Fourche, SD 57717

About To Get
Western

Oil

A bull on the wrong
side of the fence.
It doesn’t always
go as planned.

Mick
Harrison
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Aaron: 605-645-0422  |  Mitch: 605-892-5561

11363 US Hwy 212 • Belle Fourche, SD 57717
605-892-2230

WWW.LINDSKOVIMP.COM

2019 SVL95-2 High Flow

One Owner - Local Trade
$62,000

Low Rate Financing WAC

(L) Hartling gets an inside shot  (R) Nore sinks from the outside Hockenbary Photos.

•25+ years experience
•Now serving the Northern Black Hills

•Flatwork •Walls •Additions
•Mini Excavator Work

www.nadigconcrete.com

GARAGE DOORS

Free
Estimates

Belle
Fourche

Sales / Installation / Service / Residential / Commercial
Need a new door? Old door need repair? Call:

605-569-2397

Pancake Supper Bene�t
TOP QUALITY
ALFALFA HAY
FOR SALE

APPROX. 850# 3X3X8 SQUARES

Call: 605-645-7484 or 605-645-7571

Scott Peterson Sales
Quality Used Equipment 

Scott: 605- 641-7268 | Ken: 605-641-6466

NH 195
1000 PTO

One Owner

‘70 GMC
19’ Box & Hoist

Roll Tarp

West�eld 100-61
Low Pro

Swing Hopper

'16 
Haybuster-CMF1150, 

710 cu. ft. 2 
76”screws, Digi Star 

Scale, Like New! 

 $29,000

JD 235
25’ W/ 7” Spacing

20” Blades

$8,750$8,750 $8,950 $16,500$16,500 $13,900
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   The Dakota Scout, a journal of South Dakota politics, government and culture that features journalism 
from veteran reporters Jonathan Ellis and Joe Sneve. Newsletters can be sent directly to your inbox and 
you can receive the state’s top political podcast - The Scouting Report.  Look it up today.

  

Jonathan Ellis & Joe Sneve

     The Dakota Scout is a South Dakota owned, sourced and printed independent operation co-founded by Ellis and Sneve. Together, they 
have more than 30 years of combined experience in South Dakota journalism that have earned them reputations as dogged reporters who’ve 
not lost touch with their neighbors’ sensibilities. Be in the Know!

   Stay on top of what’s happening at the state Capitol in Pierre and around the state with breaking news, investigative reporting and a con-
stant drumbeat of information about the world around you.          www.thedakotascout.com  • www.facebook.com/TheDakotaScout 

by Mary Buchholz

Looking Back in Belle
These articles come from newpaper microfilm from the Belle Fourche Public library, using 

a new microfilm reader and printer.  The photographs are from the Tri-State Museum. The 
library has a card-file of all the obituaries found in their newspaper collection. 

Wells Plumbing
 & Supplies 

605-892-2613•1700 5th Avenue
8-5 Monday-Friday

8-12 Saturday - Closed Sunday

Woodford Iowa 
yard hydrants

Winning Combination

(In stock) Model Y34 & Y12,000’ Rolls

Poly Pipe
1”, 1 1/4” 1 1/2”, & 2" in stock

Fasteners to the Past
They clanked 

like rocks against 
the insides of the 
can as I swished 
my fingers 
through them. “I 
need a button for 
my spinner,” I 
explained to Mom 
as I stared into the 
red and yellow 
Folger’s coffee can 
with the ship on the front. At 
last, I found a large, flat black 
button with four holes in the 
center. I threaded my string 
through and tied a knot to form 
a circle. Soon the disk was 
whirling wildly in front of me 
as I stretched the string between 
my hands, alternately tightening 
and loosening as the button 
spun, making a lovely-to-a-kid 
twanging sound.

The old button container 
provided colorful, fun and useful 
materials for many projects. I 
stitched them on doll clothes. 
Mom used some to replace lost 
buttons on shirts and pajamas. 
The smaller circles were markers 
on Bingo cards. In my mind the 
can was simply the supplier of 
fun, useful objects.

That all changed one winter 
night as I sat on the floor at 
the foot of my mother’s chair. 
She lifted a needle into the air, 
tugged slightly on the thread, 
then poked it back into the 
fabric. She was hemming a shirt 
for Dad. “DeAnn, go get the 
button can.”

I fetched it. Mom quickly 
spotted a dark blue button. She 
asked me to find four more just 
like it. I stirred them around, 
examining the different disks 
from the top of the container. 
Not having any luck, I grabbed 
Dad’s Argus Leader, spread it 
out in front of me and dumped 
out the buttons. The various 
objects shimmied softly into a 
tiny mountain.

At the very top teetered a 
small white duck. Bright red 
threads connected the two holes 
in the center. “Oh, how cute!”

Mom smiled. “I sewed those 
on a dress I made for Deloris 
when she was little. Darlene 
and Dorothy wore it, too.” I 
dug through the mountain and 
spotted a lace-covered sphere 
with a wire shank on the back. 
“That might have been on Lilly’s 
confirmation dress,” Mom spoke 
softly, her needle paused for a 
moment.

I gazed at the lacy treasure and 
frowned. “Why would we have 
buttons from Aunt Lilly’s clothes 

in our button box?”
“When I married 

your dad and left 
home, my mother 
gave me a whole 
can of buttons. We 
cut them off of old 
clothes, like you help 
me do now, and saved 
them. So, some of 
these are from when I 
grew up.”

“Did Grandma get buttons 
from her mom, too?” My 
imagination suddenly became 
undone. Were some of these 
buttons attached to dresses that 
my great-grandmother wore 
on the ship from Sweden to 
America? Two pearlescent 
white circles gleamed together 
in the lamp light. Did Grandma 
Selma’s mother lovingly 
fasten those very buttons on 
her baby’s dress as the child 
lay in a makeshift crib in their 
sod shanty? The tiny buttons 
warmed my hand.

Strangely, a tarnished brass 
ball rolled over like a whisper. 
“Oh, Mom! What might this 
have fastened?”

She thought for a moment. 
“Maybe an old boot? My mother 
spoke of wearing them when 
she was young.” Mom went on 
to tell how the boots laced with 
loops and round buttons. Button 
hooks were required to pull the 
clasp over each button.

As I pictured Grandma 
painstakingly hooking clasps 
over 20 round buttons every 
morning, a rough, metal circle, 
like one from a uniform, 
mysteriously sparkled from 
the pile. Did an uncle fight for 
his country, that button worn 
proudly upon his chest?

At last, five blue buttons 
waited on the arm of Mother’s 
chair. I scooped up the rest 
and dropped them back in the 
can. Their sound was different 
somehow. No more harsh 
clunks. From that day forward, 
the buttons jingled like magical 
jewels whispering their songs, 
fastening me to those who made 
me what I am today.

It’s Your Lucky Day!
You can read more great 

stories! All of Kruempel’s 
previous columns have been 
published into books to keep 
you smiling. Those four books, 
along with her historical 
fiction series, “Promises 
to Keep,” are available on 
Amazon. Contact the author at 
deannkruempelauthor@gmail.
com.

CANDLES AND MIRRORS #23
By DeAnn (Wolkow) Kruempel

Light & Medium
Towing & Recovery

John M. Tracy
605.641.5194
Fax 605.723.0067

Locations in Belle Fourche and Spearfish | Serving the Tri-State Area

24 HOUR
Jump Starts

Roadside Assistance
Lockouts

ing that prosperity, good wages, 
amply supplied households, 
make for a contented citizenry. 

Castle Rock News  Miss 
Schultz of Vale has been visiting 
her sister, Mrs. Charles Van 
Kirk.  Chas Van Kirk went to 
Lead last week, returning with a 
Ford roadster.  Mrs. Wilhelmi-
na Lindell died at her home on 
Monday evening at 6 o’clock, 
February 23, after a short illness. 
Funeral was held at Newell Sat-
urday. She leaves to mourn her 
loss one daughter, Mrs. Henry 
Harbeck, of Lead, and two sons, 
Alfred, of Castle Rock, and Carl, 
of Sioux Falls.  

75 years ago
The Belle Fourche Bee  

March 2, 1950
FORMER BUTTE MAN 

PERFECTS IRON LUNG  
Wilfred Herrett, childhood 
resident of the Arpan community 
and graduate of Belle Fourche 
high school, class of ’35, has 
invented and made an iron lung 
which he has donated to the 
town, of Filer, Idaho, for use in 
all of Magic Valley.  The body 
of the tube was made by welding 
together two 50-gallon oil drums 
which are set on a frame made of 
angle irons in the Acme Machine 
Shop that Herritt operates. The 
lung “breathes” through the use 
of an air pump and rotary valve. 
An electric light inside the body 
tube provides both a light for 
the attendant and heat for the 
patient. Through a window in the 
top the attendant can see inside 
as he changes dressings. The 
breathing cycle can be adjusted 
to the comfort of the patient by 
the valve cycle. A fly wheel on 
the valve makes changes take 
place gradually. There is an 
adjustable headrest and a mirror, 
and rubber fittings make the 
machine’s operation air tight. 
Mr. Herrett describes the lung 
as “improvised”, the Times-
News of Twin Falls, Idaho, 
states, but there is not a single 
feature missing. Steven Herrett 
of Twin Falls, painter-brother of 
the inventor, provided a cost of 
glistening white paint, making 
the lung’s appearance good 
enough to display in any medical 
center. Mr. Herrett is a nephew 
of Mrs. George Schafer of Belle 
Fourche. 

400 WITNESS AIR MAIL, 
PASSENGER FLIGHT RE-
SUMPTION  Northern Black 
Hills communities turned out 
nearly 400 people in the chilling 
cold first-of-March weather 
Wednesday to witness the arrival 
of the first passenger and mail 
plane at the airport near Spear-
fish on the reactivated Western 
Air Lines flights. Recalling 
recent curtailment of other trans-
portation services to the northern 
Black Hills, General Manager 
Guy N. Bjorge of the Homestake 
Mining Co. said the resumption 
of air service to the Spearfish 
airport would bring many ad-

124 years ago
THE TIMES

March 1, 1900
SUFFOCATED IN A 

TUNNEL  Lead, S. D., Feb. 24 
– Yesterday morning at 7, while 
engaged in cutting a tunnel in 
lime rock, at Englewood, near 
Lead, Henry Waldschmid and 
Walter Morezie were sufficoated 
by smoke from black powder. 
The tunnel was being driven 
and a heavy blast was fired, 
after which two men entered the 
tunnel. Now returning the con-
tractor, Ed Hanschke, went after 
them, and was also overcome by 
gas. When found Waldschmidt 
and Morezie were dead and 
Hanschke was uncousious. Han-
schke may die. He is a limestone 
constractor for the Gold Reward 
Smelting company and is well 
known, having lived in the Hills 
for twenty years. 

TALK OF THE TOWN  
Wool Warehouse Company  
A meeting of the business men 
interested in the erection of the 
wool warehouse met at the bak 
Monday evening and orga-
nized by election the following 
officers:  T. H. Gay, presient; 
A. Giles, vice-president; F. E. 
Bennett, secretary; and treasurer. 
The directors are the president 
and secretary, W. R. Glassie, A. 
H. Marble and F. R. Cock. The 
company will be known as the 
Belle Fourche Wool Warehouse 
company and will incorporate 
under the laws of the state with a 
capital stock of $10,000. It was 
decided to build a warehouse 
30X80, which will store 250,000 
pounds.  F. E. Bennett is to have 
supervision of the erection of 
the same, and as soon as the 
material arrives work will be 
duly pushed. It wil be build of 
searsoned ship-lap and painted. 
It is expected to have the build-
ing completed with 60 days. The 
business men of our city have 
shown commendable zeal in this 
matter and will use all honor-
able means to bering the entire 
clip of the territory adjacent to 
the Elkhorn road to this point 
for shipment. We have been 
informed that when the building 
is completed, a genuine “house 
warming” will be given. 

100 years
The Belle Fourche Bee

March 5,  1925
COUCHED IN SIMPLE 

LANGUAGE President’s Inau-
gural Address So Worded That 
Every Citizen Knew What He 
Meant  Washington, Mar. 4 – 
President Coolidge’s inaugural 
address was a typical Calvin 
Coolidge message to the people 
of the United States. It was clear, 
concise, and so worded that 
every citizen of our land knew 
just exactly what the president 
meant. In his address, President 
Coolidge voiced the heartfelt 
wish that the United States might 
continue to prosper, that the lot 
of each man, woman and child 
might be a happy one. The pres-
ident did not waste any words 
in flowery rhetoric. His speech 
was from his heart. It contained 
the utterances of a man who 
genuinely loves his country. The 
president voiced his desire that 
labor in all its branches should 
receive full and adequate return 
for its efforts. He did not believe 
that any line of human activities 
should receive something for 
nothing, but he is emphatic in his 
belief that labor should be paid 
a just wage. He believes that the 
working woman, as well as the 
working man, should have at all 
time equable treatment, contend-

vantages to residents of this area. 
He recounted the history of air 
service to the Black Hills airport 
and efforts to have the service 
reactivated after its discontinu-
ance during the war.  Mallary, 
in a short talk, preceeding the 
showing of a film on Yellow-
stone and the Grand Tetons, said 
the company was exceedingly 
happy to be able to return flights 
to the Spearfish airport, which 
he pointed out was only slightly 
less than 20 miles from Belle 
Fourche. 

50 years ago
The Belle Fourche Bee  

March 7,  1975
Herbert Retires From Radio 

Work  After nearly 30 years 
in radio, the last 16 as news 
director and program director 
for KBFS in Belle Fourche, 
Alan Herbert has announced his 
retirement. The scheduled date 
had been set for March 14, but a 
severe gastric attack that hospi-
talized him for five days forced 
the premature end of his radio 
career on Feb. 24.  Herbert’s 
immediate plans include an ex-
tended trip to Europe, where he 
and his wife will be working as a 
team visiting the various mints, 
coin shows and coin auctions, 
taking pictures and writing fea-
ture articles for Krause Publi-
cations, who have been using 
his columns and articles since 
1968. The couple will be leaving 
on March 21 via Chicago, and 
will make their headquarters in 
Aschaffenburg, Germany, not far 
from Frankfurt. 

Two Break-Ins Friday at 
Newell  Two break-ins were 
reported at newell Friday night, 
according to Butte County 
Sheriff Joe Smith.  Intruders who 
broke into the Highway Café at 
Newell Friday were obviously 
after food, but stumbled into a 
cash bonanza. The sheriff said 
the intruders carried off five car-
tons of cigarettes, two or three 
cases of pop, some hamburger, 
butter, bread, sausage, eggs, a six 
or eight pound roast and some 
canned goods. While picking up 
some bread the intruders appar-
ently stumbled upon a money 
bag which had been tossed 
behind the bread loaves on the 
assumption that no one would 
look there. The bag contained 
$80 and it went the way of the 
eggs and hamburger.  Smith said 
that same night someone broke 
the window in the front door of 
Prezzler’s Standard Station, took 
$10 from the cash register and 
$30 in quarters from the cigarette 
machine. The sheriff said the 
intruder apparently had a key 
to the cigarette machine. The 
break-ins are being investigated 
by the Newell police and the 
sheriff’s office.



216 Main St.
Bu�alo, SD 57720

605-375-3322

www.bu�alohardwarestore.com

Shaine’s
Riddle of the Week:

Answer: An animal that’s in a
baaaaaad mooooood!

M-F 7:30am-6pm • Saturday 8am-5pm 
Closed Sunday

facebook.com/bu�alohardwarestore

Follow us on Facebook
for biweekly auctions! 

What do you get when
you cross an angry sheep

and a moody cow?
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10979 US Highway 85 Belle Fourche (605) 892-2503

 

Prime Rib every Friday &
Saturday ready at 5:00!

Daily Drink Specials

Coldest beer in town

Full bar and wine list

High quality beef and 
chicken
Full service catering
Restaurant with seating 
for 110
Event equipment rental

She married for Betteror Worse
 and didn’t get anything Better

IRRIGATION PROS

SPRINKLER SYSTEMS
AND LANDSCAPING

Fast, Friendly Service!
DOUGLAS PETRE

605.580.1807

FREE ESTIMATES
•Sprinkler Systems
   Installation &
   Maintainence
•Landscaping
•Retaining Walls 

PO Box 721
Belle Fourche SD, 57717

DirtWorks@norcell.us

www.blackhillsequipmentrentals.com

2940 Aspen Drive • Spear�sh, SD 57783

605-641-9388
Black Hills Equipment Rentals 

Sales and Service

Come check out our service department where we
service all makes and models of equipment.

NO JOB IS TOO BIG
OR TOO SMALL!

C
H
I
R
O
P

R
A
C
T
I
C

Shawn D. Stinton, D.C.
Stinton Chiropractic Clinic, P.C.

517 Grant Street
Belle Fourche, SD 57717
(605) 892-4909

“Consider chiropractic care first.”
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&

C

T & T Construction

Tom Kinter
Serving the Tri-State Area Since 1990

1200 Elkhorn St.   Belle Fourche, SD 57717
O�ce: (605) 568-0268  Cell: (605) 569-0718

No Job is Too Big or Too Small

General Contractor

•Additions        
                      •Roo�ng/Siding

                               •Remodeling    
                                                                                                         •All Phases of Construction                                    

SEPTIC SYSTEMS - BASEMENTS - DUMP TRUCK

BENJAMIN CHENEY
605-569-6151

No job too small!
REDWATEREXCAVATING@NORCELL.US

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED - FREE ESTIMATES!

Prices e�ective 7am-9pm Seven Days a Week Next two weeks
Wednesday March 5th through Tuesday, March 18th

Now available at
Lynn’s Belle Fourche

Tullamore
D.E.W.

Blended
Irish Whiskey

750ml

Slane
Irish

Whiskey
750ml

$28.99 $25.99

Beer, Wine, & Spirits....

$57.99 $7.99

Jameson
Irish

Whiskey
175L

Guinness
Draught

Stout
Beer

4 pack • 14.9oz

$11.99

Jameson
Ready To 

Drink
Cocktails
4 pack • 355ml

$33.99

Jameson
Triple Triple

Distilled
Irish Whiskey

750ml
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IM-SERIES PLASTIC SEPTIC TANKS
A revolutionary improvement in plastic tank design, offering 
exceptional strength comparable to concrete tanks.
Suitable for use as septic tanks, pump/trash tanks, cisterns
or rainwater (non-potable) storage/harvesting tanks.

1700 5TH AVENUE | BELLE FOURCHE, SD | 605-892-2613
MONDAY - FRIDAY 8AM - 5PM  |  SATURDAY 8AM - 12PM | CLOSED SUNDAY

Wells
Supply

500, 1000, 1500 • 1 or 2 compartment stock

“Serving the tri-State area Since 1935”

“The Cattlemen’s Market - Where buyers & sellers come together with confidence!”

18662 Livestock Road • Belle Fourche,  SD 57717 • www.bellefourchelivestock.com

Toll Free: 800-894-8684

Office: 605-892-2655

Fax: 605-892-3142

TRAVIS LINCH

 – OWNER – 

CELL - 605-892-5951

OFFICE - 605-892-2655

JADE HARPER 
Auctioneer: 605-515-0337
COLLIN GIBBS 
Auctioneer: 406-939-0645
DAN PIROUTEK 
Market Rep: 605-544-3316 
BRIAN SCHMIDT 
Yard Foreman: 605-569-0114

SHANE MOKE - 605-641-7961

TYLER GAER - 605-222-9513

JOHN HENRY BEARDSLEY -  

406-853-4938

BRETT LOUGHLIN - 605-210-0615

MIKE GREENOUGH - 307-620-2597

BEN GREENOUGH - 307-620-5553

FIELDMEN

SCOTT ANDERSON - 406-351-1844

RILEY LESH - 406-697-0573

TREVOR GARMAN - 605-892-5972

UPCOMING SALE SCHEDULE
March 13, 2025 ............... FEEDER CATTLE & WEIGH UP SPECIAL – WEIGH  
.......................................... UPS @ 10 AM MT, FEEDERS @ 12 MT

March 20, 2025 ............... REGULAR SALE – ALL CLASSES @ 10 AM MT

March 27, 2025 ............... REGULAR SALE – ALL CLASSES @ 10 AM MT

April 3, 2025 .................... FEEDER CATTLE & WEIGH UP SPECIAL – WEIGH  
.......................................... UPS @ 10 AM MT, FEEDERS @ 12 MT

April 10, 2025 .................. BRED CATTLE & PAIR SPECIAL – WEIGH UPS @  
.......................................... 10 AM MT, BREDS & PAIRS @ 12 MT

April 17, 2025 .................. FEEDER CATTLE & WEIGH UP SPECIAL – WEIGH  
.......................................... UPS @ 10 AM MT, FEEDERS @ 12 MT

April 24, 2025 .................. REGULAR SALE – ALL CLASSES @ 10 AM MT

May 1, 2025 .................... FEEDER CATTLE & WEIGH UP SPECIAL – WEIGH  
.......................................... UPS @ 10 AM MT, FEEDERS @ 12 MT

May 8, 2025 .................... REGULAR SALE – ALL CLASSES @ 10 AM MT

May 15, 2025 .................. REGULAR SALE – ALL CLASSES @ 10 AM MT

May 22, 2025 .................. REGULAR SALE – ALL CLASSES @ 10 AM MT

May 29, 2025 .................. REGULAR SALE – ALL CLASSES @ 10 AM MT

RECEIVING STATIONS

Broadus,MT 
Travis Linch | 605-892-5951

Ekalaka,MT 
Riley Lesh | 406-697-0573 

Brett Loughlin | 605-210-0615

Forsyth,MT 
Scott Anderson | 406-351-1844

Jordan,MT 
Jason Bollinger | 406-690-8344

Wyoming 
Mike Greenough | 307-620-2597

High Plains Commodities Offices
Belle Fourche Livestock Market, LLC.

Stop in or Call 1-800-888-1432
Kim Kling - Kem Kjerstad

**ATTENTION ON-LINE BUYERS**
ON-LINE BUYERS REGISTRATION MUST BE COMPLETED BY 

WEDNESDAY NOON PRIOR TO SALE DAY.

BRED CATTLE & WEIGH UP SPECIAL 

MARCH 6, 2025
WEIGH UPS @ 10 AM MT | BREDS @ 12 MT

FEEDER CATTLE & BRED CATTLE SPECIAL 
FEBRUARY 27, 2025

WEIGH UPS @ 10 AM MT | BRED CATTLE @ 12 MT 
 FEEDERS TO FOLLOW

BRED HEIFERS
KENNETH TALCOTT 

INC -WY
24 BLK BRED HFRS
BRED TO PYRAMID 

ANG & CS ANG BULLS, 
CLV 4/1 - 21 DAYS, 
HR, SCOURGUARD

BRED COWS
CUNDY RANCH-WY

25 BLK 3-4YO 
BRED COWS

COWS BY MOHNEN 
ANG BULLS, BRED BACK 
TO MOHNEN ANG, CLV 

2/25 - 50 DAYS, POURED
TAFT RANCH -WY

20 BLK 3-6YO 
BRED COWS

BRED BLK, CLV 3/20 - 55 
DAYS, SHOTS, POURED

REED VANDERVOORT 
-SD

5 BLK BM BRED COWS
BRED BLK, CLV 3/10 - 60 
DAYS, SHOTS, POURED

FEEDER CATTLE
BURDICK RANCH -MT

200 BLK MXD CLVS
550-600#

PC, NI, POURED
JANET EVANS -WY
125 - 115 BLK HFRS 

/ 10 BLK STRS
525-575#

PC, NI, POURED
JUSTIN OLESON -WY

100 BLK/BWF/FEW 
HEREF HFRS

550-650#
PC, NI, WEANED 

100 DAYS

CLABAUGH 
CATTLE CO -WY

80 RED HFRS
800#, PC, NI, BV

SD CONSIGNMENT-SD
75 BLK/BWF HFRS
725#, PC, NI, BV

JAMES HALVERSON 
-WY

50 BLK MXD CLVS
550#, PC, NI

JOHN NYQUIST-MT
50 BLK STRS
550#, PC, NI

CAL DAVISON -MT
40 BLK HFRS, 600#
PC, NI, BV, POURED

DEAN HACKENS -SD
17 BLK HFRS

600-650#
PC, NI, BV

SATURDAY, 
APRIL 26, 2025 

5-10 P.M.
S P E A R F I S H  H O L I DAY  I N N 
A N D CO N V EN T I O N  CEN T ER

TO PURCHASE TICKETS,
visit monument.health/derby, scan the 
QR code above or call the Monument 
Health Foundation at 605-755-9191.

F O R M E R LY 

N O R T H E R N  H I L L S  H O S P I C E  B A L L

V I P  T R I P L E  C R O W N  S P O N S O R

HOME+ 
HOSPICE OF THE 
NORTHERN HILLS

JOIN US FOR AN EVENING 
OF ELEGANT SOUTHERN CHARM, 
EXCITING DERBY-THEMED GAMES 
AND LIVELY ENTERTAINMENT — 

A L L  I N  SU PPO R T  O F 
N O R T H ER N  H I L L S  H OSPI CE .

$100 PER PERSON 

$750 PER TABLE
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• Sprinkler Turn Ons,
Blowouts, Repair and Installs

• Mowing • Spraying
• Small Landscaping

• Snow Removal and More

ggtlawnservice@yahoo.com
P.O. Box 327, Belle Fourche, SD

Office  605-723-1899

Serving Belle Fourche and the surrounding area for over 15 years.

Integrity Meats

Delivery Available
We can Meat your needs!

404 Industrial St Belle Fourche
(605) 892-6215

   As urban areas con-
tinue to grapple with 
rising costs of living 
and increased popu-
lation density, rural 
communities have an 
unprecedented opportu-
nity to attract new res-
idents, businesses, and 
visitors. However, many small 
towns struggle to effectively 
market their unique advantages. 
Through careful analysis of 
successful rural revitalization 
efforts, several key strategies 
emerge for rural communities 
seeking to enhance their region-
al presence.
    Recent studies highlight a 
significant shift in perception 
toward rural living. According 
to the U.S. Department of Agri-
culture, rural counties adjacent 
to metropolitan areas saw a 
4.1% population growth from 
2020 to 2023, the fastest rate 
in over two decades. This trend 
reflects growing interest in 
smaller communities that offer 
both tranquility and proximity 
to urban amenities.
    In today’s interconnected 
world, a strong digital presence 
is non-negotiable. Success-
ful rural communities have 
leveraged social media and 
dedicated websites to showcase 
their unique character. The town 
of Lindsborg, Kansas (popula-
tion 3,500) saw a 15% increase 
in tourism after launching a 
comprehensive digital cam-
paign highlighting its Swedish 
heritage and arts scene. Their 
strategy included regular con-
tent updates, virtual tours, and 
user-generated content from 
local events.
     Regional collaboration 
proves more effective than 
isolated efforts. The Northern 
Wisconsin Regional Economic 
Development Initiative demon-
strates this principle, where six 

“Building Main Street, not Wall Street”

efforts typically focus on two 
or three primary demographic 
segments rather than attempting 
to appeal to all.
    Small communities benefit 
from positioning themselves 
within their broader regional 
context. The Shenandoah Valley 
Regional Marketing Initiative 
demonstrates this approach, 
where 12 communities collabo-
rate to promote the region while 
maintaining individual identity. 
Their coordinated efforts led 
to a 23% increase in tourism 
revenue across participating 
communities.
    Successful marketing requires 
concrete metrics and willing-
ness to adapt. Key performance 
indicators should include:
website traffic and engagement 
rates, inquiry response rates for 
housing and business oppor-
tunities, event attendance and 
tourism statistics, population 
growth and demographic shifts, 
business startup rates and job 
creation.  Communities should 
conduct annual reviews of these 
metrics and adjust strategies 
accordingly.
    While marketing is essential, 
communities must ensure they 
can support growth without 
losing their character. The most 
successful rural revitalization 
efforts maintain a balance 
between progress and preser-
vation. This includes careful 
zoning, infrastructure planning, 
and community engagement in 
development decisions.
   Rural communities possess 
unique advantages in an increas-
ingly digital and mobile world. 
By implementing comprehen-
sive marketing strategies that 
emphasize authenticity, leverage 
regional partnerships, and target 
specific demographics, small 
towns can position themselves 
for sustainable growth. Success 
requires patience, consistent 
effort, and community-wide 
commitment to both promotion 
and development.
   The future of rural Ameri-
ca lies not in competing with 
urban centers, but in offering 
distinct alternatives that appeal 
to changing workforce and 

rural counties pooled 
resources to create a 
unified marketing cam-
paign. Their joint effort 
secured $12 million in 
new business invest-
ments within two years, 
far exceeding what 
individual communities 

could achieve alone.
    Rural communities must 
emphasize their distinctive 
advantages. Average housing 
costs in rural areas remain 35% 
lower than urban counterparts, 
while crime rates are typically 
30-40% lower. These statis-
tics, combined with narratives 
about community connection 
and natural amenities, create 
compelling arguments for relo-
cation.  Their marketing efforts 
must align with real commu-
nity assets. successful rural 
communities invest in high-
speed internet infrastructure 
(essential for remote workers), 
public spaces and recreational 
facilities, cultural venues and 
events, healthcare access points, 
and educational opportunities. 
A great example is the town 
of Harrisburg, South Dakota 
(population 6,800) saw a 12% 
population increase after invest-
ing in a fiber-optic network and 
developing a community center 
with modern amenities.
    How do small rural commu-
nities effectively market them-
selves? This requires identifying 
and targeting specific demo-
graphics such as: remote work-
ers seeking affordable housing 
and high quality of life, young 
families prioritizing safety and 
strong school systems, retirees 
looking for peaceful settings 
with accessible healthcare, 
entrepreneurs seeking lower 
operating costs and supportive 
business environments. Re-
search shows that rural commu-
nities successful in attraction 

Rural Communities Can Thrive Through 
Strategic Regional Marketing

Capitol News      
 February 29, 2025
Things have been 
quiet around Capitol 
and Tie Creek this 
week. Most days 

brought snow, and wind to drift 
that snow. Travel to the east was 
a little easier, but Tie Creek Road 
was drifted in places.
Ronda Cordell took advantage 
of the two best days to go to 
appointments. Monday began 
with three cancellations, due to 
the weather and road conditions. 
Ronda got to Spearfish for her 
eye appointment on Wednesday. 
The extreme wind had swept the 
roads clear. When she returned, 
she hit blizzard conditions north 
of Alzada, but the road was 
visible, and she had no prob-
lem getting home. She went to 
Gene and Kim Secrest’s to pick 
up Clint and Denise Zolnoski’s 
two dogs, that had stayed there 
while the Zolnoski’s were gone to 
Dickinson the previous weekend. 
They were two happy pups, when 
she opened the door for them at 
Zolnoski’s house. On Thursday 
morning, Ronda drove to Buffalo 
for her Medicare Wellness check-
up. She enjoyed having lunch 
at Blossoms ‘N’ Brew before 
heading home. On Saturday eve-
ning, a belated birthday supper 
was held at Clint and Denise’s 
for Ronda, Darby, and Waverlee 
Elmore. Laurie, Waverlee and 
Havalen Elmore had come out in 
the afternoon for some sledding 
with the Zolnoski girls. Linda 
Hannah also joined the group 
for supper. On Sunday, Ronda 
watched the Super Bowl at home.
Erma Albert had scheduled an 
appointment in the Hills on 
Monday, but the weather was not 
good, so she called to reschedule 
it. It is scheduled for this Mon-
day, and the weather for that day 
may not be any better. We will 
see. Erma has had a bout with 
cold and flu again this week. On 
Friday, she and Dick went to the 
Senior Citizen dinner in Buffa-
lo. On Sunday they went to the 
Catholic Church for mass and 
then to Saloon Number Three for 
lunch with the Erk and Helms 

families.
Ernie, Rachel, and Tommy 
Melum went to church at the 
Baptist Church in Baker on 
Sunday. Rachel taught children’s 
church. The weather was cold, 
but it was clear and not windy. It 
was a good day for them to cele-
brate their wedding anniversary.
On Tuesday, Bryce, Dawn and 
Dorothy Padden went to Buffalo 
to watch the girls basketball 
games against Timber Lake. 
The games were very good. On 
Saturday, Brandon Padden took 
the boys’ wrestling team to Hot 
Springs, where the boys did very 
well and Brenton placed fourth. 
Ashley Padden took the girls’ 
wrestling team to Newcastle, 
where Kanyn Padden placed 
first. Kanyn’s wins are building, 
but the most interesting thing 
was that she did not earn a 
ribbon. 
  She earned as sash and tiara for 
her first place win, which Karen 
Odell thinks is a perfect way to 
honor the winning girls.
Karen Odell stayed home this 
week. Chancey Odell came over 
early in the week to plow her 
road for her. It kept snowing, 
and Karen didn’t even get to 
the mail box. Chancey’s Bobcat 
had a belt problem, so when he 
finally got a new belt, he came 
again on Saturday to plow again. 
   He got a few Welsh cakes 
for all his work. Sam Cordell 
stopped by one day, and said 
Karen’s road was not good, so 
Karen stayed at home. Karen 
visited with her cousin, Ralph 
Anderson, in Florida. He said it 
was the first time they had good 
swimming weather. It would 
be eighty-five degrees there, 
while Karen’s weather was barely 
above zero here. 
 Kyia Smith was playing basket-
ball in Minnesota. Carson Odell 
was wrestling in Mitchell, and 
Murphy Hinds had a birthday 
cake decorated with a tapir, be-
cause the tapir at the Point De-
fiance Zoo, nearby, had a cute, 
little, new, spotted baby tapir. 
It’s better to listen to excess 
bragging; than it is to listen to 
even a little gossip.

BLACK HILLS GOSPEL ASSEMBLY
1/2 Mile east on Hwy 34

210-1374
Kenny Riley, pastor

Sunday: 1 p.m.
Friday: 7:30 p.m.

CHRISTIAN LIFE CENTER
2020 Vista St

892-4767
Dan Carlson, Pastor
Paul Howard, Pastor
Sunday Schedule:

Long Term Care Service 8:45 a.m.
Sunday School: All ages 9:30 a.m.

Fellowship Hour: 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship Service: 10:30 a.m.

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST
OF LATTER DAY SAINTS

1105 Todd St.
John Allred, Bishop

Sunday: 10 a.m. Sacrament Meeting
Sunday School:

1st & 3rd Sundays, 11 a.m.
Priesthood Meeting, Relief Society,

Young Men and Young Women:
11 a.m. 2nd & 4th Sundays

CONNECTION CHURCH (SBC)
613 Sixth ave., Belle Fourche

(605)-210-2150
Pastor Stephen Carson

Worship Pastor Ashton Rone
Associate Pastor Chad Logan

Sunday Worship: 8:30 or 10:15 am

EMMANUEL BAPTIST
Meet at Americinn Conference room

Andy Anderson, Pastor
9am Sunday School 10am church

Men’s Bible Study 10am at
the Senior Center

Women’s Bible Study Tuesday 9am.
Call for location.

website: ebcbf.org

FIRST BAPTIST
807 8th Ave. 892-4178

Pastor Tim Smith
Sunday: Sunday School - 9:15am

Morning Worship - 10:30am
Wednesday: Salt and Light Youth - 

Kindergarten -12th grade
5:00pm Soup & Sandwich

5:30pm - Salt and Light

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL UCC
892-3402

www.bfsoucc.org
717 Jackson St. Sunday:
9:35 a.m. Sunday School

10 a.m. Worship

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
901 Laurel St. Whitewood

(605)-920-1959
Reverand Jill Jennewein
Sunday: 9 a.m. Worship

10:30 a.m. Adult & Teen Bible Study
10:30 a.m. Children’s Sunday School

Area Church Schedules
GLOBAL METHODIST CHURCH

Pastor Sheri Fadley
1804 7th Ave. Belle Fourche

605-892-2405
Worship: Sunday 10:30 am - FB Live

Sunday School 9:30 am
Small Groups & Studies

schedule online at
www.bellefourchegmc.com

LANDMARK MISSIONARY
BAPTIST CHURCH

(ABA) · 2.2 miles east on Hwy 34
723-1092

Sunday: 10 a.m. worship service

NEW COVENANT PCA
1120 North Fifth Street, Spearfish

 642-1122
Luke Bluhm, Pastor

Sunday: 10 a.m. Worship Service

NEWELL CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP CHURCH

308 4th Street, Newell SD, 57760
605-456-2544

Sunday Worship Service: 10:00am

NISLAND INDEPENDENT
COMMUNITY CHURCH

On Hwy 212 in Nisland
(605) 257-2356

Sunday School: 9:30 a.m.
Worship: 10:45 a.m.

NORTHERN HILLS
CHURCH OF CHRIST

5 miles South of Belle Fourche
on Hwy 85
642-7167

Calvin Chapman - Int. Minister
Sunday: 9:30 a.m. Bible Class
10:30 a.m. Praise & Worship

Wednesday: 6:30 p.m. Bible Class

NORTH POINT CHRISTIAN
CHURCH

10959 Kellem Lane, Spearfish
Sunday Services: 9AM and 10:30AM

PRAIRIE HOME CHURCH
1701 Hwy 212, Newell

Sunday School: 10 a.m.
Worship: 11 a.m.

RANGELAND MINISTRIES
CHURCH
Alzada, MT

Sunday: Worship: 10:00am
Mark Leverington, Lay Pastor

RED WATER CHURCH OF CHRIST
Belle Fourche Rec Center

Sun: 9:30-12:30.
Contact: Nathan Thompson

605 569-3057
Sermons: fightintheshade

SALVATION ARMY OF THE
NORTHERN HILLS

120 Ryan Rd., Spearfish
605-642-0924

Envoys: Tim and Peggy North

Sunday: 9:45 a.m.
Sunday School: 11 a.m.

Worship Nursery available
Wednesday: 6:30 p.m.,

Learning and Discovery Study

SPEARFISH ADVENTIST® CHURCH
290 W Highway 14

Pastor Darren Purdy and
Pastor Marveen Gentillon

Join Us This Saturday
Morning Prayer:    9:00am
Sabbath School:   9:30am
Worship Service:  10:45am

Bible Study-Tuesday:  6:00pm

SPEARFISH UNITED CHURCH OF 
CHRIST (CONGREGATIONAL)

920 N Main Street, Spearfish
Sunday Service 10 a.m. in person

and on Facebook.
Pastor Randy Hedge

605-642-8253

ST. JAMES EPISCOPAL
6th and Roundup

892-2446
The Rev. Evelyn Weaver

The Rev. Sandy Williams, Priests Deacon 
Rev. Mike Weaver

Sunday: 10 a.m. Holy Eucharist   

ST. JAMES LUTHERAN
1100 Stanley Street

Open for in-house worship
Sunday Worship 10:AM with coffee 

fellowship following the service.
 Watch live-streamed services:

www.sjlcbellefourche.org
Wednesday at 5:55 PM during

the school year.
Watch our Sunday service

live on Facebook.

ST. ONGE UNITED
CHURCH OF CHRIST

Sunday School and Worship
at 8:30 a.m.

www.bfsoucc.org

ST. PAUL CATHOLIC CHURCH
855 5th Ave.

Father Kevin Achbach, Pastor
Father Francis Nsubuga, Assoc. Pastor 

Mass Times:
Sunday Mass: 9:00 a.m.

Daily Mass: Weds. & Thurs. 12:15 p.m.
Confessions available one hour

before all Masses

SUMMIT OPEN BIBLE
FELLOWSHIP

Seventh and Summit
892-4630 or 892-4389

Pastor Rick and Diane Brennan
Sunday: 10 a.m. Worship

Kidz Church Immediately Following
Wednesday: September - May

6:30 p.m. Adult Bible Study
Kidz Alive (Kindergarten - 6th Grade)

VALE COMMUNITY COUNTRY
CHURCH

Pastor Darla Dunn
402 Rosander St. Vale SD 57788

Service Sunday: 10 a.m.
605-210-0512  

RANDY’S TIRE & LUBE
420 5TH AVE. • BELLE FOURCHE, SD 57717

Sponsored by:

(605) 892-6331 www.randystireandlube.com

Erin L. Melling
Attorney at Law
Licensed in SD, ND, and MT

Aaron W. Roseland
Attorney at Law

Licensed in SD and ND

South Dakota Office:
1409 5th Ave.

Belle Fourche, SD 57717
Phone: (605) 723-1659

Email: mrlawpc@mrlawp.net 

North Dakota Office:
602 Adams Ave., Suite 1

Hettinger, ND 58639
Phone: (701) 567-2418
Fax: (701) 567-4290

Email: mrlawpc@mrlawp.net 

lifestyle preferences. Through 
strategic marketing efforts, 
rural communities can ensure 
their voice is heard and their 
opportunities are recognized 
throughout their regions and 
beyond.
   John Newby is a nationally 
recognized Columnist, Speak-
er, & Publisher. He consults 

with Chambers, Communities, 
Business & Media. This column 
appears in 60+ newspapers and 
media outlets. As founder of 
Truly-Local, he assists cham-
bers, communities, media, and 
businesses in creating synergies 
that build vibrant communities. 
He can be reached at: John@
Truly-Local.org.
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VIEWPOINT | Trump’s actions will damage 
South Dakota’s economy
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By Sandy Rhoden February 23, 2025
Central Meade County News

Guest column by 
Nikki Gronli, Biden 

Administration State 
Director, USDA Rural
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  The cold snap 
finally broke this past 
weekend with tem-
peratures in the low 
60s. It was a great re-

lief after many days of extreme 
cold and sub zero temperatures. 
Some ranchers had to battle 
with frozen water which always 
adds more stress to the concern 
for the cattle and animals.  Kyle 
Barry was able to thaw waters at 
the Rhoden ranch for his bulls, 
as well as frozen water to the 
house that Sandy came home to 
on Sunday after being away for 
several days.  While tempera-
tures were welcomed warmly 
for the weekend, we didn’t 
escape some winds on Monday.
    The Legislative Session is in 
the last half of its entirety for 
this 100th legislative session. 
One of the bigger issues is the 
possibility of the new pris-
on.  The other hot topic is the 
plan for easing property tax.  
Hopefully, at upcoming cracker 
barrels the legislators will have 

As I look across the snowy fields 
surrounding my rural home, I 
can’t help but reflect on how an 
unelected billionaire with no 
understanding of rural life is 
poised to harm our state.
    The recent actions by the 
Trump administration — cut-
ting key federal programs, firing 
public servants and destabiliz-
ing government agencies — are 
a direct threat to rural America, 
especially states like South 
Dakota. The decisions made 
by Elon Musk and his team 
at DOGE put South Dakota’s 
farms, emergency services, 
hospitals and local economies 
at risk.
    The Trump-Musk “revenge 
tour” has nothing to do with 
improving the federal govern-
ment. If there were a strategic 
plan, they wouldn’t have fired 
300 critical staffers from the Na-
tional Nuclear Security Admin-
istration, only to realize too late 
that these experts oversee our 
nation’s nuclear stockpile. Now, 
they don’t even know how to 
reinstate them to correct their 
catastrophic mistake.
    Let’s examine a few of the 
ways Trump, Musk and DOGE 
will harm South Dakota.
 Federal public servants in the 

field
    There is a misconception that 
federal career civil servants are 
primarily based in Washington, 
D.C. In reality, over 80% of 
federal employees work outside 
of D.C., serving the public in 
local field offices. In South 
Dakota, over 8,000 people work 
for the federal government. 
From our national parks to the 
EROS Data Center, post offices, 
federal law enforcement, USDA 
and numerous other depart-
ments, these employees are our 
friends, neighbors and family. 
They follow the regulations set 
by Congress, often wishing they 
had more flexibility or better 
technology.
   With massive staff reductions, 
the quality of service available 

to South Dakotans will suffer. 
These cuts also contribute to 
rising unemployment, with over 
200,000 federal employees fired 
nationwide, to date.

The role of federal support in 
farming

    For the past 25 years, farm 
subsidies have been a cornerstone 
of American agriculture, par-
ticularly in the Midwest. South 
Dakota alone received over $9 
billion in subsidies between 1995 
and 2023, ranking eighth among 
states receiving federal agricul-
tural assistance. These subsidies 
primarily support commodity 
crops like corn, soybeans and 
wheat. The suspension of federal 
grants and loans threatens farm-
ers who rely on this aid to sustain 
their operations and implement 
conservation practices. 
Let’s not forget that South Dakota 
farmers still haven’t fully recov-
ered from Trump’s tariffs during 
his first term. Those tariffs helped 
Brazil become China’s top trading 
partner and forced the U.S. to 
spend billions to bail out Ameri-
can farmers. Now, input costs will 
rise again thanks to Trump tariffs, 
and the situation is only getting 
worse.
    Additionally, the administra-
tion is now reneging on contracts 
with agricultural producers who 
have already invested in projects. 
Typically, the government ensures 
accountability by requiring 
producers to secure bridge loans, 
complete their projects, under-
go compliance checks and then 
receive reimbursement. When the 
federal government fails to up-
hold its commitments, producers 
are left financially stranded.
    But what does it matter to a few 
billionaires if rural South Dako-
tans lose their farms?

Federal support for rural com-
munities

    Under the Biden adminis-
tration, South Dakota received 
$700 million in ARPA funds to 
improve our water infrastructure. 
Between aging systems, contam-
inated wells and increasing de-
mand, South Dakota depends on 
federal funding to ensure clean, 
safe drinking water.
    The same goes for rural elec-
tricity. To modernize our electric 

grid with secure, cutting-edge 
technology, the Biden admin-
istration invested nearly $700 
million in South Dakota’s elec-
tric infrastructure and cooper-
atives. 
   South Dakota’s fire depart-
ments, hospitals and other 
vital community services have 
also benefited from federal 
investment. If your commu-
nity recently acquired a new 
ambulance, chances are you can 
thank the federal government 
and President Biden.
    Additionally, 43% of South 
Dakota’s annual budget comes 
from federal funding. I am 
deeply concerned about how 
many of these funds will be 
slashed to finance permanent 
tax cuts for millionaires and 
billionaires.
    South Dakotans are proud, 
hard-working people, but we 
have always relied on federal in-
vestment to ensure access to the 
same utilities and infrastructure 
that metropolitan areas take for 
granted. That is simply a fact.
The bigger picture: South Dako-

ta can’t afford cuts
   These budget cuts and fund-
ing freezes are not based on 
financial audits, despite Musk’s 
claims. Why would anyone trust 
the actions of a billionaire who 
has benefitted from $18 billion 
in federal contracts over the last 
decade and stands to benefit 
further while rural communities 
bear the consequences?
   The Trump administration’s 
decision to freeze vital funding 
and cut essential programs jeop-
ardizes the economic stability 
of rural America. South Dakota 
cannot afford these losses. If 
these actions persist, the very 
foundation of America’s agricul-
tural and rural economy could 
be permanently damaged.
   Our members of Congress 
need to hear from South 
Dakotans daily. Our way of life 
— one that ultra-wealthy tech 
moguls cannot understand — is 
under threat.

Nikki Gronli was the State Direc-
tor for USDA Rural Development 
in South Dakota under the Biden 

Administration..

a better understanding of the 
process and relay it to their con-
stituents.
    This year’s flu season has been 
named the worst flu season in 
many years. There are tests avail-
able over the counter for flu bugs 
or Covid but they say there are 
chances that they will give false 
readings.  To prevent spreading 
the virus they suggest drinking 
fluids, eat well, wash your hands, 
eat a healthy diet, get plenty of 
rest and wear a mask.   If a fever 
persists the Sandord Health Hos-
pital suggests seeing your doctor.
    The annual Polar Plunge 
held by law enforcement raised 
$192,000 for the Special Olym-
pics.  They were fortunate to be 
able to do it in Rapid City after 
the very frigid temperatures were 
gone.
     Larry and Sandy Rhoden were 
able to attend their first Gover-
nor’s Conference in Washington 
DC over the weekend. They each 
attended sessions on different 

topics throughout the full days. 
They were able to spend some 
time with Kristi and Bryon 
Noem and others they were 
able to meet for the first time. 
The highlight of the trip was 
the state dinner at the White 
House where they enjoyed the 
army symphonies and choir.  
They were amazing.  They also 
saw or met many familiar faces 
one sees on TV in different 
capacities.  The dinner included 
Governor’s and spouses as well 
as the newly appointed Secre-
taries, President Trump and his 
wife Melania. The icing on the 
cake was the tour provided per-
sonally by President Trump to 
some very special places in the 
White House. It was a bit sur-
real having conversations like 
you might have with  a friend or 
neighbor, but this one was with 
a world leader. It was a valuable 
and educational conference for 
all who attended.
     The question this time of 
year is always, “Will March 
come in like a lion or a lamb?” 
We always hope for the latter.
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“The Price of Groceries”

People at the Ceret Market on a cold winter day in January shopping for the best bargains and high quality.

   Shopping 
for groceries 
or eating in 
restaurants 
in unfamiliar 
places can be 
an engaging 
adventure, 
and enter-

taining too. While visiting 
foreign countries, shopping for 
groceries is one of my favorite 
activities.
 In southern France, for exam-
ple there is no shortage of mar-
ket vendors, or supermarkets. 
Most towns have a market day, 
where people can walk to the 
local town square and buy just 
about anything one might need. 
   There are booths with bril-
liant, colorful displays of fresh 
organic vegetables, fruits and 
flowers. Each market, even 
the smaller ones offer stun-
ning varieties of vegetables. 
At a market customers can 
shop for inexpensive clothing, 
household items, fresh seafood, 

mussels, prawns, farm fresh 
honey, eggs, various varies of 
smelly cheese, some that are 
strong and fragrant, or cheese 
that is mild yet flavorful. There 
are meat vendors with chickens 
fully roasted, or uncooked and 
various cuts of meat, as well as 
local sausages and preserved 
meats. The Catalan region is 
famous for charcuterie and 
shoppers will find many types 
of cured sausages. 
   Market or supermarket shop-
pers can always find the usual 
assortment of ‘awful’ offal. 
Tripe, for example is sheep 
stomach lining, supposedly very 
tasty in a crepe with an over 
easy egg topped off with an egg 
cooked over-easy with a runny 
yolk. Tripe is available in most 
meat market stores. It’s white in 
appearance and I’m told that it 
must be “whitened” to make it 
more appealing or maybe safer. 
   Incidentally, eggs are free 
range, the shells are much 
thicker than eggs in stores in 

the US and in my experience 
always fresh, delicious, easy to 
cook and safe. 
   Additionally, there’s fresh 
liver, kidneys, pig’s feed and 
head cheese. It’s not uncommon 
to buy slices of meat that are cut 
from a hoofed animal hind end 
while the customer waits.  
   The French like to eat baby 
squid, and octopus. We sat 
next to a group of diners one 
day who were enjoying a fully 
tentacled octopus for lunch. 
Of course, I wanted to take a 
photograph but didn’t.
   There are usually quite a few 
artisans and crafters who offer 
art for sale too, as well as street 
musicians who play for dona-
tions. 
   Although it seems strange, 
what’s really fun is handing 
over money to pay for one’s 
purchases. (minus the offal).  
The food is locally grown, 
fresh, delicious, healthy, and 
maybe best of all, surprisingly 
affordable. 

Roots Grow Deep and Strong # 36

Meg English

(L) Accordion musician playing for donations at the market.(R) Food in southern France is often grown 
locally and is available at outdoor markets from farm vendors and at supermarkets.

221 Industrial St • Belle Fourche, SD 57717
Email: scott@ezfabricationandwelding.com

jennifer@ezfabricationandwelding.com

Contact Scott Huber / Owner
(605) 892-2220

EZ Fabrication offers a wide range of services:
Agriculture Repairs

Fabrication of Industrial Parts
Installation of various Plant Equipment

Retail Steel Dealer
Stainless Steel, Aluminum, and Cast Brazing

Mobile Welding

Shop Services include:
300 Ton Press Brake, 5ft Roll to make 

pipe, Angle Iron Roll, Tubular Roller, and a 
CNC Plasma Table

(L) Poor baby squid as they appear packaged in the freezer section of the supermarket in Ceret, a small 
city in southern France. (R) It’s not octopus, but this colorful salad has a lot of fresh fishy bits. Some of 
which (or whom) appear to have eyes on the diner. 

February 18thCity Council Meeting

BELLE FOURCHE—The 
Belle Fourche City Council met 
on Tuesday, February 18. During 
the Mayor’s Report, Randy 
Schmidt read the FFA Week 
Proclamation. Toi Lyn Flick and 
Nathan Schreier gave a presenta-
tion regarding the Belle Fourche 
Community Theatre, and provid-
ed a survey aimed at gathering 
feedback to support the ongoing 
improvement of the theatre. 
The Chamber of Commerce re-

ported that the Chamber has had 
a productive month, representing 
the community at the Gover-
nor’s Tourism Conference and 

Ryder Heitz
news@bellefourchebeacon.com

confirming the Veterans Ride 
on August 3. New partnerships 
with BHSU and the develop-
ment of a young professionals’ 
group are underway, while 
sponsorships for upcoming 
events like the Annual Banquet 
and Casino Night are being 
secured. Marketing efforts 
continue to grow, with new 
members joining and an online 
shop in development for local 
tourism.
CoNBA provided a recap re-

garding how the Center of the 
Nation Business Association 
allocated the funds granted by 
the city in 2024. The associa-
tion secured additional spon-

The Oath of Office is administered to the two newest patrol 
officers of the BFPD: Dusty Merchen and Ryan Duprel. 
Courtesy photo

sorships for the fireworks and 
adopted a more conservative 
approach towards the end of the 
year in anticipation of a smaller 
allocation for the current year. 
The association also voted to 
sponsor the Center of the Na-
tion All Car Rally pending con-
firmation of available dates with 
the city, and plans to discuss 
how to organize the Easter egg 
hunt giving the ongoing work at 
the baseball diamonds.
The Library committee 

raised a concern regarding the 
impact of federal funding to 
the state and how it may affect 
small communities like Belle 
Fourche. Citizens are encour-

aged to reach out to their state 
representatives to express their 
concerns. 
The Museum & Visitor Center 

reported that in January, the 
complex hosted 245 visitors 
from 8 states and 2 Canadian 
provinces. The “Marvelous 
Maps” Family Fun Day attract-
ed 28 people, and the annual 
tea had 70 participants, with 
the 2025 tea scheduled for Sep-
tember 27. Ongoing construc-
tion issues include a crack in 

the addition wall, restroom door 
repairs, and kitchen cabinetry 
being fabricated. A plumber will 
fix the broken garbage disposal, 
and Haggerty’s Music Works 
provided sound system training 
for staff.
The Oath of Office was admin-

istered to the two newest patrol 
officers of the Belle Fourche 
Police Department: Dusty Mer-
chen and Ryan Duprel. 
The next City Council meeting 

will be March 3 at 6 p.m.

 ANTIQUES • RAILROAD 
& COLLECTIBLES

SHOW & SALE

 ADMISSION TO THE SHOW - $3.00 EACH ADULT 
  Refreshments provided by Hill City Senior Citizens 

Tables Available - $30.00 Each 
Proceeds to support the South Dakota State Railroad Museum

 March 14, 15, & 16
September 26, 27, & 28

Saturday 9-4 • Sunday 10-3
Friday Night Preview 5-7

At the 
Hill City Center
227 Walnut Street 
For information call 

Rick at 605•877•6629 

Graphic Design by Paige Litz @ Spizzirri Press 

HILL CITY2 Shows 
in 2025

Free
Evaluations
with your paid 

admission

 Bring in your Antique Items and have them 
evaluated by our local experts!!
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                   The Play is “Magic”

BHSU Dean’s List

Golden Owl Ag 
Educator of the Year 

FFA; Had the honor of surprising Mr. Austin Bishop as 
he was recognized as the District 5 winner of the Golden 
Owl Ag Educator of the Year Award for South Dakota!!! 

He was a finalist last year as well, and is now the only 
teacher to ever be a finalist for this award TWICE! 

He will now be in the running for the state award 
which will be announced at the State FFA convention in 
April. We're lucky to have Mr. Bishop leading our Ag and 
FFA programs. Go Broncs!

Nail Spa contd. A8

BELLE FOURCHE—After 
being a nurse for 23 years, an 
injury changed the trajectory of 
Marybeth Runnels’s life. “I had 
a back injury that prevented me 
from working full time as a nurse 
anymore, I can’t be on my feet 
all day, I can’t lift patients and I 
can’t do that stuff anymore,” she 
explained. 
This gave her the opportunity to 

follow a life-long dream. “I’ve 
always kind of had an entrepre-
neurial spirit and I’ve always 
wanted to own my own busi-
ness.” One day, while getting her 
own nails done, the idea came 
to her. “It was my nail tech who 
said, have you thought about 
doing nails? And I’m like, well, 
no, I haven’t!” 
After taking time to think about 

if she would really like that big 
of a life change, she decided to 
go for it! Runnels explained, “It 
took me about a year of thinking 
to decide if I really needed to 
back off of nursing that much, I 
just kind of let it marinate, and 
then I decided, yeah, why not?”
Runnels spent 7 months learn-

ing the ins and outs of nail art 
and design at the Salon Profes-
sional Academy in Rapid City. 
Shortly thereafter, her business 
Digits Nail Spa PLLC was born.
Being an RN along with a Nail 

Tech, she is able to bring special 
skills to her profession. Runnels 
combines both of her careers to 
offer unique services to the Belle 
Fourche area. “When I started 
nail school, I realized there are 
services that nail technicians 

New Nail Spa Offers
Unique Services to the Area

Robbi Longbrake
news@bellefourchebeacon.com

cannot provide that I can as a 
nurse,” said Runnels.  “I have 
opened my business using 
my nursing license and I am 
able to provide services—the 
beauty part of it with the 
manicures, pedicures, nail 
extensions, what you get at 
most other nail places—but 
I can also use my RN license 
to provide services for people 
with chronic conditions.”
Providing services to people 

with medical needs allows 
customers to get help without 
having to pay for a doctors 
office visit. “People with 
diabetes, they’re not supposed 
to get their nails clipped at a 
nail salon. Well, I can do that 
here! I can also debulk thick 
toenails. I can debulk calluses 
and things that a lot of people 
need, but you can’t get in a 

salon, you have to go to a doc-
tor’s office,” Runnels explained. 
“But if you come here, you’re 
gonna get a spa treatment with 
it. So you’re not just gonna get 
your toes taken care of, I’m also 
gonna give you a leg massage 
and I’m gonna give you a bit of 
a spa treatment!”
Another thing that makes her 

business stand out from others is 
her ability to see possible med-
ical problems and refer clients 
to medical professionals. “I can 
collaborate with the podiatrists. 
Just this morning I was working 
on a client and I’m like, okay, 
wait a minute, I’m seeing some 
things here that make me think 
there’s something more going 
on under the surface that we 
can’t see,” said Runnels. “If

Combining her medical background with her nail salon al-
lows Marybeth Runnels the ability to provide services to the 
community at her newly opened business, Digits Nail Spa 
PLLC.  520 5th Ave/Belle Boutique & Salon.       Longbrake 

they, for instance, were getting 
that somewhere else, they may 
not have the training to know 
that this could be something 
(needing medical attention). I 
just stopped the service, and I 
just said, okay, I’d like you to see 
a podiatrist. Once the podiatrist 
says you’re good to come back to 
me, I’m happy to resume.”
Digits Nail Spa PLLC offers 

all of the traditional manicure 
and pedicure services includ-
ing acrylic nail extensions and 
fills, poly gel, hard gel and dip. 
Runnels has a special that could 
be called 90 minutes of bliss, 

but she refers to it as Get Out 
of Your Hed-y Pedi. The theme 
changes each month. 
“Next month, we’re calling it 

Pot of Gold, all of the products 
go along with the theme—all 
the products I use have gold 
glimmer in it,” said Runnels. 
“You come in, you get noise 
canceling headphones, an eye 
mask, you get to recline in the 
chair, and you get a compli-
mentary drink that goes along 
with the theme as well. You can 
sit back, kick your feet up, put 
a mask on and get an extended 
massage to really help you relax 

and get out of your hed-y!”
Digits Nail Spa PLLC opened 

its doors December 2, 2024. 
You can find the Nail Spa at 
520 5th Avenue inside the Belle 
Boutique and Salon. Follow the 
business on Facebook to see the 
current specials. “I have hours 
set Tuesday through Saturday. 
Tuesday nights, I’m open later 
so people can come in after 
work and then I’m just closed 
on Sundays and Mondays,” 
explained Runnels. Mobile nail 
trims are also offered to seniors 
who can’t make it in to the 
salon.

Jacie Baxendale was named to the Black Hills State 
University College of Liberal Arts Dean’s List for the Fall 
semester of 2024. The entire faculty and staff of BHSU extend 
their congratulations and wish all the best during the remain-
der of her academic career.

(top) The members of the Middle School crew have been hard at work creating all the moving 
parts for their show, MAGIC, that is less than two weeks away on March 14th & 15th.

(Middle)The BFMS Theater Cast & Crew are coming your way! Their show, Magic, is March 
14th & 15th at 7 PM in the BFACC Theater. Their charming, fascinating, 80’s characters and 
spellbinding special effects promise to charm their audiences. (Bottom) One of the first steps of 
stage work: painting over last year’s set. The crew of MAGIC will transform the stage from last 
year’s medieval play to this year’s 1980’s themed production.
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   The Dakota Scout, a journal of South Dakota politics, government and culture that features journalism 
from veteran reporters Jonathan Ellis and Joe Sneve. Newsletters can be sent directly to your inbox and 
you can receive the state’s top political podcast - The Scouting Report.  Look it up today.

  

Jonathan Ellis & Joe Sneve

     The Dakota Scout is a South Dakota owned, sourced and printed independent operation co-founded by Ellis and Sneve. Together, they 
have more than 30 years of combined experience in South Dakota journalism that have earned them reputations as dogged reporters who’ve 
not lost touch with their neighbors’ sensibilities. Be in the Know!

   Stay on top of what’s happening at the state Capitol in Pierre and around the state with breaking news, investigative reporting and a con-
stant drumbeat of information about the world around you.          www.thedakotascout.com  • www.facebook.com/TheDakotaScout 

Wells Plumbing & Supplies 

8-5 Monday-Friday
8-12 Saturday
Closed Sunday 605-892-2613 | 1700 5th Avenue

Hastings Livestock Poly & 
Galvenized Water Tanks in Stock

The Panama Canal. (Photo by Rikin Katyal / Unsplash)

Is South Dakota required to provide ambulances to 911 callers?

Look What's Cooking
at Belle Silver Lining

Come Join us M-F  11 am-1 pm 
828 Kingsbury Street

Belle Fourche, SD
Questions on frozen meals or delivery ask for Valerie.Fo
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Soups available.

Suggested
donation of $5

meals or $3 soup
towards operating

costs
Available to

everyone

P
ag

e 
6

 o
f 

12



Wed. March 5, 2025

From A1	 Chamber

Belle Fourche Beacon C-7

(Top) The Black Hills Roudup was a table sponsor and 
membr Chip Conner was in attendence. (Below) Many at-
tendees came in Dr Suess character attire and made the most 
of the festive event.

Belle Fourche City Code Enforcement official and long-
time Belle Fourche resident Clint Haffner received the Faye 
Kennedy Award. The Cat in the Hat looks on!

Chamber Annual Banquet

Chamber Execuve Director Michaela Horn poses with #1 Chamber Volunteer Mike Reade.

Banquet attendees enjoy the wonderful meal served by Dave and his crew from Cheyenne 
Crossing. Photos Hunter Anderson

Melissa Kraft accepted the Spirit of Belle Fourche Award 
on behalf of recipient Jim Grapentine, manager of Lynn’s 
DakotaMart and owner of Grap’s Burgers and Brews.

gave the financial report also 
in a Dr. Seuss style rhyme and 
then went on to discuss the 
changes that have occurred to 
the Chamber over the past year, 
including changing from mem-
bership tiers to one membership 
price for everyone. “It doesn’t 
matter how big or small your 
business is, it doesn’t matter 
how many employees you 
have, all of our memberships 
are $350,” she shared. 

Another change Horn high-
lighted was the switch from 
a business of the week to five 
membership spotlights a week 
so that all of the members of 
the Chamber get attention. “It’s 
not gonna work to just go visit 
one a week, so I bumped it up 
to five a week. 

  If I haven’t met and been 
in your business yet, you are 
on my list and I will get there,” 
said Horn. “We are making our 
way through our list so that we 
can see our members—all our 
members, at some point in the 
year—to touch base.”

Horn reminded the audience 
about the four upcoming events 
that the Chamber puts on: Casi-
no Night, March 22, brought to 
you by Hometown Thursdays; 
River Fest, June 7, brought to 
you by Black Hills Energy; Ag 
Day, September 27, brought to 
you by Wolf’s Plumbing and 
Heating; and Polar Express, 
December 11 and 12, brought 
to you by Northern Hills Fed-

eral Credit Union; and invited 
any business that wanted to help 
sponsor any of the events to 
step forward and let the Cham-
ber know. 

Chamber Board Vice Chair-
man, Randy Sowers, gave 
an overview of the proposed 
changes to the bylaws. “There’s 
some changes that we felt need-
ed to happen to give us more 
flexibility to be able to contin-
ue to be an exciting place, to 
promote business and the Belle 
Fourche area community,” he 
said. Sowers invited all of the 
voting members to come at 7:00 
a.m. to the March 13 meeting 
to vote on accepting the new 
bylaws. Awards were given out 
to outstanding members of the 
community. 

The Faye Kennedy Award 
recognizes individuals dedicat-
ed to serving the Belle Fourche 
Community. This year it was 
given to Clint Haffner with oth-
er nominees being Bev Watson, 
Cheryl Anderson, Krystal Cazer 
and Salina Selchert.

The next award was the Spirit 
of Belle Fourche Award, it 
celebrates a Chamber Member 
business or employee for an 
outstanding customer service 
experience by going the extra 
mile to ensure customer satis-
faction. 

   Jim Grapentine received 
this honor. Others nominated for 
the award include Monument 
Health Rehab and Clinic, Clint 
Haffner, Mikayla Boswell, Bill 

and Sally Mason and Marke and 
Dave (Lueders).

The Ripple Effect Award is 
given to a business or organi-
zation that has positive and im-
pactful improvements in Belle 
Fourche. This award was given 
to Alley Fitness and Recovery. 
Other nominees were Viking 
Property, Petes Clothing and 
Hodge Bootery, Grossenburg 
Implement and Watson Hen-
nessy Group.

The Business Hall of Fame 
is a prestigious honor given to 
a local business that has given 
back to the community, thrives 
on their mission statement, has 
proven leadership skills, and 
provides a healthy workplace 
culture. Nominees for the 
Business Hall of Fame included: 
Vern Bills, NY Life Insurance; 
Schmaltz & Sons Construction; 
and Wayne’s 24-Hour Conoco 
Service. The winner of this 
honor was Vern Bills.

Horn finished the evening 
thanking those who have helped 
make her first year as Executive 
Director a successful one in-
cluding co-worker Brianne Bon-
net and volunteers, Mike Reade 
and Lacey Crow and of course 
the Chamber Board of Directors. 
“This is a hands on Board eager 
to put in the work for Belle 
Fourche. Their dedication and 
commitment to our community 
is truly inspiring. I’m excited 
to work alongside them and see 
all that we can accomplish in 
2025!” 

Orthodontics since 1995

jacksondental.org 605-892-6347

Owner Trevor Kapsch accepted the Ripple Effect Award 
on behalf of Alley Fitness and Recovery.

Longtime Belle Fourche businessman LaVern Bills was 
named to the Business Hall of Fame.
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Images from the Bullock Players stage.
DONT MISS IT!

MARCH 7,8,, & 9

Bullock Community Players present 
“Showdown at Prickly Pear Junction”

Bullock Community Players present “Showdown at Prickly Pear Junction”, written & directed by Paula Richter
7pm March 7th & 8th; 2pm March 9th @ The Bullock Community Center NW of Buffalo, SD 
Tickets are $10 and can be purchased @ Pioneer Bank & Trust in Buffalo, SD and Dakota Community Bank in Bow  
man, ND. Tickets also available at the door.
Concessions available   Bullock Community Facebook page has more information .
Showdown at Prickly Pear Junction roars onto the stage, March 7,8,9 with two evening performances and the Sun-

day matinee. Actors, carpenters, set designers, costume creators, lighting and sound techs, and props managers 
zoom through the hall at all hours of the day, figuring, trying things, and creating very vigorous scenes that won’t 
endanger the audience. And we have not even introduced our live music, yet! This play moves fast from the very 
moment the lights go up. Play goers will be riveted to the scenes so they don’t miss a thing. 

      All this happens Friday and Saturday, (March 7,8,) at 7:00 p.m. and Sunday (March 9) at 2:00.

  

                        

     Thank  you    
    Sponsors 
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The faces of the Newell Ambulance crew as they gathered for the Annual Banquet at High Plains Restaurant. From the left are: Back Row Calvin Fickbohm, 
Tom Lewis, Ryan Stark, Randy Decker, and Stan Lewis. Front Row Sherry Hocking, Amy Wismann, Lynn Koehn, Kurt Hocking, and Don Tishmack. 		
			   Photo by Betty Bruner

Well. I had a plan on what 
I would write this week. There 
was a running commentary in 
my head that sounded pretty 
good. Uplifting. Happy. Light-
hearted. All the things that 
make the days bright and sunny.

But life changes quickly. 
It’s not that things are dark 
and gloomy, but right now the 
bright words seem to be far 
away. You see, today I watched 
as my big brother passed from 
this life into eternity. It was a 
quiet and peaceful time. He was 
taken off life-support and we as 
a family stood by his side and 
watched him as he took that last 
earthly breath. 

He had been in a lot of pain 
and had been slipping away 
from us for quite a while. The 
phone call was expected, but 
still a surprise.

As we drove down to Rapid 
City, my thoughts turned to 
our childhood and adulthood. 
He was 74 and three years 
older than I am. He was my 
champion, my protector, my 
Big Brother.

Although, we didn’t spend 
a lot of time together since 
we became adults, we always 
knew that the love we had for 
each other was beyond what 
many had. Anytime there was a 
problem in my life as an adult 

Ready to Serve

B’s 
Buzz

$25 Minimum Order219 Girard Avenue • Newell, SD 57760 • Phone 456-1660
Prices Effective: Friday Through Thurs., March. 7 - 13, 2025

Open
7 Days a week!

Monday - Friday
8am - 6pm
Sat. - Sun.
9am - 5pm

”Senior Citizen Day Discount last Friday of Every Month”

10-15 Oz

Flat Iron
Beef Steak

Free In-Town Delivery!

$499 $199

Red Baron
Pizza

4 Varieties

Best Choice
Potato Chips

8 Oz. • 5 Flavors

Crystal Farms
Cheese

Shredded or Chunk

Kemp’s
Cottage Cheese

22 Oz.

Best Choice
Whole Kernel
Canned Corn

12 Pack

Boneless
Pork Loin Chops

Family Pack

Campbell’s
Chicken Noodle or

Tomato Soup
LIMIT 12

Dole
Chopped Salads

4 Flavors

Whole
Frozen Chicken

LIMIT 2

Inside Beef
Round Roast

Cauliflower
Head

$349 $34999¢ $499

Lb.$799 $299 $29999¢ Lb. Lb.$499 Lb.$269

or child, I could always count 
on Curt. He was steadfast and 
ready to help.

When our son, Daniel, died 
in a car wreck, it was Curt who 
came and hugged me. He didn’t 
need to say a word, but I knew 
he hurt as much as I did. 

And when our son, Matt, 
was killed he was there. All he 
said was “I know” and felt the 
pain of losing a child.

And now my Big Brother 
has left me. I told a close friend 
that although I know that 
Curt is in heaven and is free, I 
selfishly want him back. I’m all 
alone now-Mom and Dad are 
gone, it was Curt and me left of 
the Deyo family. It makes me 
feel isolated and alone because 
of the time we spent together 
growing up and doing stuff 
together.

But then I remember his 
laugh and how he argued with 
me about stuff growing up, 
too. Like the use of the word 
“condone” and how he said I 
kept using it wrong. I’m pretty 
sure I was right, but he was 
older and I respected that.

And I remember how all he 
talked about was cars! He drove 
us to school and always talked 
about cars and how he was 
going to “soup up” the Rambler 
he drove. So, I learned what 
things were called, maybe not 
where they were on a car, but at 
least their names.

He kept me from making 

mistakes with boys and life 
decisions. Even when I thought 
I was right and he was wrong. 
He was usually right and I was 
safe.

I can’t help but think about 
him and his laugh and how he 
talked. Things that will always 
echo in my head. He sounded 
like our dad. His tone and the 
manner of saying words. It must 
be a Deyo thing.

Letting you know about my 
big brother has helped me to 
see how much I loved him and 
how much he cared. I hope I’ve 
given you a bit of insight into 
our family by telling you about 
Curt. And I hope you realize 
how important family is to each 
of us. We can have differences 
of opinion and argue, but never 
be far from the love we have for 
each other.

Family is the most important 
part of life here on earth. 
Whether it’s a brother or sister, 
cousin or aunt or uncle, or mom 
and dad, we need to embrace 
family.

We had lots of hugs today 
and will have more in the next 
few days. I’m so glad we are 
a family of hugs. They go a 
long way in healing. So, plan 
a time of getting together and 
talk about life and the good 
things that have happened. Hug 
somebody close and tell them 
you love and appreciate them.

I’m going to hug my hubby 
and hold him close for a while.

HELP WANTED
TOWN OF NEWELL

PART-TIME FINANCE CLERK
Applicants must have knowledge of customer service standards, and 
procedures, ability to follow verbal and written instructions, ability to 
express ideas clearly, both verbally and in writing, and the ability to 
work both independently and in a team environment.

Must be able to perform routine clerical, secretarial and administrative
work. Duties include but are not limited to answering phones, receiving 
the public, providing customer service, data processing, and 
bookkeeping.

Must be able to develop and maintain office forms and procedures.
Will assist the Finance Officer with tasks as directed.

Must be able to present themselves at all time with a professional 
appearance and attitude and maintain a high standard of customer 
service. Pay along with other essential duties and responsibilities can 
be discussed at time of interview.

Applications can be picked up and dropped of at 101 East 3rd Street 
between the hours of 10 AM and 3 PM Monday – Thursday, and also 
printed out at our web site at www.townofnewell.org. Applications will 
be taken until position is filled.

The Town of Newell is an equal opportunity employer.
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It was the largest crowd ever 
to attend a sale in this section, 
according to the old-timers. 
Everything brought very good 
prices and the bidding was 
brisk. C. E. Scott, Rapid City, 
was the auctioneer.

   Mr. & Mrs. Paul Schmele, 
Mrs. Joe Persche and her sister 
Miss Mae Free were visitors 
at the William Schmele home 
Sunday afternoon.

     February 22, 1945
   At the dance in Vale last 

Saturday evening, 2 cartons of 
cigarettes contributed by Kings-
bury & Son and the Vale Liquor 
Store were auctioned off as a 
good start to benefit the Red 
Cross, bringing in the neat sum 
of $35.80. Roy Smith proved 
his ability as an auctioneer.

   A freak accident happen-
ing, out in Meade County re-
cently was no doubt an accident 
but might very easily have re-
sulted in serious consequences. 
Thursday afternoon at Thomas 
McNenny’s ranch house near 
Herford was damaged as the 
result from a box of 50-caliber 
machine gun ammunition was 
dropped from a bomber enroute 
to the Rapid City Air Base and 
hit the roof of the McNenny 
house. It broke through the roof, 
caused considerable damage in 
the attic, then crashed through 
the dining room ceiling, then 
broke a 6-foot hole, knocking 
down the stove pipes and com-
pletely demolished a rocking 
chair. Bullets and powder 
were scattered over the room, 
marring the floor, fixtures and 
woodwork. Due to the fact that 
the Heatrola was turned very 
low, no explosion resulted. Mrs. 
McNenny was in the adjoining 
room while Mr. McNenny and 
small daughter were in the yard. 
An investigation of the incident 
was made by officials from the 
Air Base.

   Mr. & Mrs. Nestor Kivi-
maki of the Twilight Communi-
ty were in Newell last Saturday 
stocking up on groceries to tide 
them over the isolation period 
which they expect to follow the 
thawing of the present heavy 
blanket of snow.

    February 24, 1955
   Butte County apparently 

ranks second among counties 
in South Dakota in the number 
of Registered Communists, 
according to Mrs. G. W. Austin, 
who told of Registered Com-
munists in an Americanism talk 
at a meeting of the American 
Legion Auxiliary. She pointed 
out that Butte County ranked 
second to Minnehaha County in 
the number of such registrants. 
We are pleased to hear that 
Butte County is not the worst 
but wish a service organization 
such as the Legion or Auxiliary 

“Looking Forward to our Past”                                                          by Linda Velder 

Then and Now in Newell

the helicopter caught and broke 
lines across First Street in the 
southwest part of town.

    February 18, 1965
   Ice fishing is in the 

mid-winter doldrums now 
with few catches reported and 
seemingly even fewer anglers. 
Orman Dam, which has been 
the hot spot in the West River 

recently, has slowed down 
according to reports from Game 
Warden Chuck Webster. Wall-
eyes taken there now average 
only from 1½ to 4 pounds. The 
ice is in good shape.

   A delegation to Washing-
ton, DC to testify before the 
Senate Appropriations Subcom-
mittee on behalf retention of 
the US Newell Field Station, 
is necessary next week. It was 
noted by the Newell Communi-
ty Club at its regular luncheon 
noon meeting at the Cove Café. 
Members voted that selection 
of such delegation be left to the 
US Citizens Advisory Council 
to the US Newell Field Station 
but ask other communities, in-
cluding Belle Fourche, Sturgis, 
Rapid City, etc. to contribute on 
a like basis as the Newell Club 
to finance the expenses of such 
a delegation.

   Mrs. Cletus Huber and 
Mrs. Jack Dawson participated 
in the District Bowling Tour-
nament in Sturgis on Sunday 
afternoon. Other members of 
the Irrigator Bowling Team: 
Mrs. Emmitt McDermott; Mrs. 
Bill Marty; Mrs. Ralph Kirk 
and Mrs. Wiliam Stolnack were 
also in the tournament.
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February 25, 1915
   William Finck and wife 

had a narrow escape from death 
when a barrel of kerosene 
which they were hauling home 
in their wagon caught fire from 
a   spark which dropped from a 
cigar and the clothing of both 
Finck, and his wife were ablaze 
before they could leap from the 
wagon. The team was got loose 
from the wagon and a part of 
the load pulled clear, but not 
without severe burns for both 
of them in their efforts to save 
the team and the other portions 
of the burning load which were 
pulled from the fire.

The Fruitdale Pioneer 
changed hands last week. 
Melvin Brothers selling to F. F. 

Sheppard late publisher of the 
McLaughlin Messinger. Br’er 
Sheppard is a thorough newspa-
per man and will give Fruitdale 
and vicinity, 100% on the dollar 
newspaper. Mr. Sheppard has 
taken his sons into partnership 
with him and the firm’s name 
will be F. F. Sheppard & Sons. 
The Sheppard’s were in town on 
Monday between trains.

   Several of the farmers east 
of Nisland, have organized a 
rural telephone company. Offi-
cers selected are President Chris 
Castle, Vice President Hans 
Sorensen and Secretary C. C. 
Briggs. Much interest is shown 
in such communications.       

     February 19, 1925
   Will the person who 

received last month a First State 
Bank Certificate of Deposit 
belonging to the Neighborhood 
Club and addressed to “Horse 
Creek Neighborhood Club”, 
kindly communicate with Mrs. 
George H. Day, President of 
South Hilen Neighborhood 
club.

   Authorities have opened 
warfare upon persons regarded 
as undesirable residents and are 
running them out of town. Thus 
far several have been ordered to 
leave the city within 24 hours 
and others will receive similar 
orders, the plan being to rid the 
town of persons who have no 
visible means of support and 
who are accustomed to living 

by their wits.
   Mr. & Mrs. Boy Nelson 

made a trip to Newell from 
Hoover Saturday on business, 
intending to take in the dance 
at Castle Rock on their way 
back. But about 5 miles out of 
town their car broke down and 
instead of dancing that evening, 
they were walking. In spite of 
their absence, the masquerade 
dance at Castle Rock was well 
attended by other Hoover peo-
ple and consequently were well 
supplied with boxes of candy 
given by Mr. Jacobsen with 
each dance ticket.

   Ex-Sheriff Arthur Le-
fors of Belle Fourche left this 
week for the eastern part of 
the state to enter upon his new 

duties as a Federal Prohibition 
Enforcement Officer. He will be 
assigned to a post somewhere 
in South Dakota. The position 
carries a good salary.

   A son was born last 
Sunday, February 15, north of 
Newell to Mr. & Mrs. Wal-
ter Valentine of Leola, South 
Dakota at the home of Mrs. 
Valentine’s mother, Mrs. Dan 
Roberts. Dr. Clark reports that 
the little Valentine arrived only 
50 minutes after Valentine’s 
Day.

   February 21, 1935
   Leonard West, John 

Johnson, O.T. Queso and Harry 
Richards were in from Bixby on 
Monday. They are now baling 
hay at the Martin Haines ranch 
but ran out of wire, but none 
was to be had here and they had 
to go to Sturgis for more. There 
is about a week’s work for the 
baler in that neighborhood.

   Drinking kerosene was fa-
tal for Harold Dean Dahlinger, 
the 1-year-old son of Mr. & 
Mrs. David Dahlinger of Nis-
land. The little tot died Tuesday, 
and funeral services are being 
held today at the Lutheran 
Church with Rev. L. R. Schultz 
preaching the sermon with in-
terment in Pineslope Cemetery 
near Belle Fourche.

   Around 2,000 people 
attended the auction sale held 
yesterday by Hemming Strong. 

might make public a list of such 
registrants.

   A breakfast, at which the 
volunteer workers will receive 
materials, will kick-off the 
Annual 1955 Red Cross Fund 
Drive in the Newell territory, 
next Wednesday at 8:00 A.M., 
it was announced by local drive 
chairman, Walter Johnson. The 

breakfast, courtesy of Herby 
Loewel, will be held in the Sky-
room of The Cove, with volun-
teer workers in the eastern part 
of Butte County. The campaign 
is divided into sections: Newell 
Business, Newell Residential, 
Vale, and Rural Newell.

   Two members of the US 
Air Force were killed, respec-
tively when a jet and helicopter 
from Ellsworth Air Force Base, 
crashed in northwestern Meade 
County east of Newell Thursday 
afternoon and evening. The jet 
pilot was killed when his para-
chute failed to completely open 
as the F-86 jet crashed about 8 
miles northwest of Stoneville, 
His body was located about 3 
miles from the plane. A heli-
copter, flying to the site of the 
downed jet at about 9:00 PM 
Thursday, then crashed about 3 
miles east of Mud Butte along 
US 212, attempting to return to 
Rapid City for additional guards 
and investigating detail. The 
helicopter, brought to Newell 
on Saturday evening, attracted 
considerable attention as it was 
parked along Main Street. A 
portion of telephone service 
was disrupted when the top of 

Empire School. The building also served as a Community Hall. Near-
ly all gatherings were held within.
 					     Newell Museum
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     Phone 605.244.5213   www.sdplains.com
Proud communications provider of  the Newell, 
Vale & Nisland areas

Sponsored by:

Bushnell Garage, Inc. where you could purchase kerosene by the 
can or barrel from trusty serviceman, Mr. Keefer. Many accidents 
occurred because of mishandling the product.			 
					     Newell Museum

Above: New members are Amy Wismann and Lynn 
Koehn. Below: Mayor Tara Tennis proclaimed Sat-
urday, February 22 as Donald Tishmack Day.
				    Photos by Betty Bruner

Betty Bruner
news@bellefourchebeacon.com

NEWELL-Longstanding 
members of the Newell Am-
bulance crew were honored 
recently at the annual ban-
quet held Friday, February 
21 at High Plains Restaurant.  
Calvin Fickbohm has served 
as the ambulance treasurer 
for 10 years, Don Tishmack 

has served the community 
for over 50 years, and Sherry 
Hocking was given a special 
honor for being supportive 
from keeping everyone’s 
passwords to anything that is 
needed.
February 22, 2025 was pro-
claimed as Donald Tishmack 
Day in Newell. The procla-

Right: Calvin Fickbohm 
has served as the 
amublance Treasurer 
for 10 years.			 
	 Photo by Betty 
Bruner

mation was read and pre-
sented by Newell Mayor Tara 
Tennis and is found at the 
end of this article.
The Newell Ambulance crew 
is staffed by volunteer EMTs 
and EMT1s who have invest-
ed their time, efforts, and 
money to maintain skills that 
provide high quality care.
The Newell Ambulance has 
been designated as a SD 
Cardiac Ready Community. 
During a cardiac emergency, 
every second – every min-
ute that passes without CPR 
or AED use can mean the 
difference between life and 
death. It can take an ambu-
lance more that 30 minutes 
to respond in our remote 
areas.
The Cardiac Ready Com-
munity Programs equip and 
empower local members to 
be better prepared in help-
ing someone experiencing 
a cardiac event before the 
ambulance arrives. The 
Newell Ambulance crew 
has worked diligently under 
the supervision of Director 
Sherry Hocking to provide 
training to over 130 commu-
nity members.
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Newell Service Center
101 4th Street- Phone 605-456-3455

• Automotive and Pickup Repair Shop 
 • Sturdevant’s Parts Store 
• Oil Lube & Filter Service · 

• Gates-Belts & Hoses &  • Custom 
Hose building + We sell all classes

                of Tires &  do Tire repair! 

121 South Dartmouth Newell, SD
605-456-0133

212/79 Service Center
Fuel for the 

vehicle, fuel for 
you, and even 
gifts available 

from JT Boutique 

Saturday, March 1, 5 p.m.
	 CCOBC/CCOSD Fundraiser-
Chili Cookoff, NVN Center

St. Patty’s Cornhole Tournament, 
Newell City Hall
	 Saturday, March 8. Regis-
tration 11:30 - Noon, Play begins at 
12:30. 

Mondays
	 Monday Night Bingo at the 
NVN
Senior Center 6 p.m. to 8 p.m.

Wednesday
	 Story Time with Patty
	 Every 1st & 3rd Wednesday, 
	 11 a.m. All ages welcome

Whistle Stop Market
	 First Saturday of every month 
through April, 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. at
the Newell Senior Center

BH Farmer’s Market
	 Second Tuesday each month, 
4:30, Nisland Town Hall

Feeding South Dakota
	 Second Thursday every month, 
1:30

Newell Library Hours
	 Open Monday, Wednesday, 
Friday 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

106 8th Street                        P: 605-456-1321
            F: 605-456-1621

PO Box  426                  
Newell, SD 57760
    VIPAgency@sdplains..com

VIP Agency
Auto, Home, Farm, Commercial

The Newell sixth and 
seventh graders have been 

N N
V

Community Calendar

Open Mon-Sat 7:30 AM-5:30 PM/Sundays 11 AM-3 PM

Newell Hardware & Supply
320 Girard - Newell SD

605-456-2312

Menu Sponsored by:

Irrigator News

Here’s What’s Happening in Newell!

High Honor Roll
3.75 GPA- NO grade lower than a B
Grade 12 – BeJae Tesch, Darin Lewis
Grade 11 – Jayden Tesch, Jessica Raisanen, 
Tayla Neely, Gabriel Habben
Grade 10 – Malichi Whitace, MKenzie McTaggart
Grade 09 –Jacey Larson, Nevada Donahey, Bristol 
Bachman
Grade 08 – Khloe Rivera, Karley Larson, James 
Gatzke, Bianca Bierman
Grade 07- Amber Shaykett, Jessi Bachman
Grade 06 – Lillian Raisanen, Annika Bonebrake

MARCH 

MMeennuu  iiss  ssuubbjjeecctt  ttoo  cchhaannggee!!    
MMiiddddllee  SScchhooooll  aanndd  HHiigghh  SScchhooooll  hhaavvee  aacccceessss  ttoo  ffrreesshh  SSaallaadd  BBaarr  

Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday Friday  
3)  Yogurt Parfait, 
Cereal, FF, Juice, Milk 
 
Corn Dogs, Corn, Fruit, 
Milk 
Tomato or Broccoli 
Soup 

4) Biscuits & Gravy, 
Cereal, FF, Juice, Milk 
 
Mac & Cheese, Green 
Beans, Fruit, Milk  
 
Tomato Soup 

5) Breakfast Pizza, Cereal, 
FF, Juice, Milk 
 
Beef Straganoff, Mixed 
Veggies, Fruit, Milk 
 
Chicken Tortilla Soup 

6) Egg Roll Eggs, Cereal, 
Juice, FF, Milk  
 
Sloppy Joes, Green Beans, 
Fruit, Milk 

7)  
NO SCHOOL 

10)  French Toast 
Sticks, Cereal, Juice, 
FF, Milk 
 
Chili, Corn Bread, Corn, 
Fruit, Milk 

11)  Pancakes, Cereal, 
Juice, FF, Milk 
 
Chicken Fajitas, 
Peppers, Onions, 
Tomatoes, Fruit, Milk 

12) Muffins, Cereal, Juice, 
FF, Milk  
 
Chicken Nuggets, Mixed 
Veggies, Fruit, Milk 
Broccoli Cheese Soup 

13) Waffles, Cereal, Juice, 
FF, Milk 
 
Irish Stew, Mixed Veggies, 
Fruit, Milk 
 

14)  
 NO SCHOOL 
 

17) Long Johns, Cereal, 
Juice, Fruit, Milk 
 
Irish Stew, Sweet 
Potatoes & Apples, 
Fruit, Milk 

18)  Bagels, Omelets. 
Cereal, Juice, Fruit, 
Milk 
 Chicken Patty 
Sandwiches, Green 
Beans, Fruit,  Milk 
Chicken Noodle Soup 

19)  Pancakes, Cereal, Juice, 
FF, Milk   
 
Italian Pasta Bake, Corn, 
Fruit, Milk 

20) Breakfast Pizza, 
Cereal, Juice, FF, Milk 
 
Cubano Sandwiches, 
Baked Potatoes, Broccoli 
Salad, Fruit, Milk 

21)  
NO SCHOOL 

24) French Toast Sticks, 
Cereal, Juice, FF, Milk 
 
Lasagna, Bread Sticks, 
Fruit, Milk 
 

25) Maple Baked 
French Toast, Cereal, 
Juice, FF, Milk 
 
Goulash, Broccoli, 
Fresh Rolls, Fruit, Milk 
 

26) Breakfast Taco, Cereal, 
Juice, FF, Milk 
 
 
Taco Salad, Corn, Fruit, 
Milk 
 

27) Croissant Sandwich, 
Cereal, Juice, FF, Milk 
 
 
Chicken Alfredo, Broccoli, 
Fruit, Milk 
 

28)  
NO SCHOOL 
 

working diligently with Mrs. 
Erk to prepare for the Science 
Fair.  The Science Fair will be 
held on Wednesday, February 
12th with judging and projects 
on display.  The awards will be 
presented on Thursday at 8:00 
am in the Physical Education 
gym.  Award winners will have 
the opportunity to advance to 
the regional competition at the 
School of Mines in Rapid City.

On Thursday, eighth grade 
students will be involved with 
the Business Fair.  With the 
guidance of Mrs. Erk, students 
have developed a product and 
will present their creations 
in the gym through Thursday 

morning.  Feel free to shop in 
and enjoy some creations.

On February 13th, we will 
be hosting Parent Teacher 
Conferences from 1:00 to 7:00 
pm. Students will have an early 
release from school at 12:00 
pm. Conferences are a great 
opportunity to learn about your 
child’s progress as well as ways 
to influence learning beyond the 
classroom.  Parents and guard-
ians have a huge impact on a 
child’s learning.  Understanding 
your child’s progress will help 
you advance their learning.  
We also have online programs 
that can be used at home to 
reinforce learning.  Feel free to 

ask teachers about the various 
learning options.

A book fair will also be 
held in the multi-purpose room 
during conferences.  A won-
derful selection of books will 
be available for your child.  
Literacy is a powerful blessing 
in a child’s life.  

Thursday morning the 
Juniors and Seniors will travel 
to Sturgis for the annual Career 
Fair.  Excellent opportunities 
for our students to experience 
various employment opportu-
nities as well as post secondary 
education.  

Newell Irrigators will be 
hosting Timberlake on Friday.  
The evening will include Par-
ent’s night.  Join these young la-
dies and gentlemen as they host 

their final home game of the 
season.  The Newell wrestlers 
will travel to Bennet County on 
Saturday and the Middle School 
boys’ basketball team will head 
the opposite direction to Hard-
ing County.

Newell Irrigators have been 
working hard this year.  Join us 
in our celebration of activities.

From the Superintendent
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Above: Mr. Fielder’s Finish Carpentry 2 class built and installed a new 
cabinet for the elementary Title room .

Below: The students gathered for a pep rally to celebrate the wrestlers 
heading to State and the girls’  and boys’ basketball teams going to 
playoffs.

Below: Future ball handlers showed off their skills during a recent basket-
ball game.

Courtesy Photos

This sign was presented to Don Tishmack for his 50+ years of service to the Newell 
Ambulance. The design was cut by Newell welding students and finished by Truck 
Defender employees. It is a testament to the caring skills of the Newell Communitiy.
								        Photo by Betty Bruner

Newell Ambulance Director Sherry Hocking was noted 
for her unwavering support of crew members with a 
flower arrangement handed to her by Stan Lewis. 
				    Photos by Betty Bruner

Honoring the Crew

Newell School Highlights


