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Belle City Council Meeting

Ryder Heitz
news@bellefourchebeacon.com

BELLE FOURCHE—The City
Council held its first meeting of
the month on Monday, February
3. The Mayor’s report includ-
ed a presentation from Mark
Kirkeby with the South Dakota
Department of Transportation.
Kirkeby mentioned plans for
replacing the bridge over the
Belle Fourche River next year,
citing that the bridge is 67 years
old. “What we’re seeking is
your partnership,” he said to the
Council.

There was no Community Input
at this meeting.

The Chamber of Commerce
announced upcoming events,
including a Lunch & Learn on
February 19 from 12-1 p.m.; a
Mixer at The Outlaw on Febru-
ary 20 from 4:30-6:30 p.m.; and
the Annual Banquet on February
28.

Additionally, Casino Night
will be held on March 22, featur-
ing entertainment, with sponsor-
ships available until Feb.13.

The Oath of Office was admin-

Belle
rché

istered to Adam Spates after
the Council approved Police
Chief Ryan Cherveny’s recom-
mendation that Adam Spates
be hired as a full-time Certified
Police Officer for the Belle
Fourche Police Department.

Councilperson Schmaltz
informed Council he would be
able to teleconference into the
meeting on February 18. Coun-
cilperson Sowers inquired re-
garding the Hay Creek Bridge,
sidewalk assessments, and the
lighting on Ziebach Street.
Additionally, he requested to
be excused from the meeting
scheduled for February 18,
2025.

City Engineer Hardy provid-
ed an update on the bid open-
ings for the upcoming water-
line project. City Administrator
LaFayette introduced the new
Landfill Superintendent Shawn
Gallagher.

The next City Council meet-
ing will be held on Tuesday,
February 18, as City offices
will be closed for President’s
Day on Monday.

Adam Spates tkee Oath of Office as a Certified Police Officer for

the BFPD. Courtesy photo

New Mini Exhibit at Tri-State
Museum: Calendars

Ryder Heitz

news@bellefourchebeacon.com
BELLE FOURCHE—Have you
ever wondered about the history
of calendars, or even why we use
calendars as the best way to keep
track of time on a yearly scale?
Then head down to the Tri-State
Museum & Visitor Center to
check out their latest mini exhib-
it on calendars.
“We live and die in a set peri-
od of time. To understand our
mortality, we want to grasp the
concepts of past, present, and
future. So, we measure time and
have done so since the earliest
days of prehistory,” explains one
of the exhibit’s information plac-
ards. The earliest calendars were
born about five thousand years
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ago, while writing and counting
systems were being developed.
The exhibit displays artifacts
including calendars from past
years dating from all the way
back to 1940, examples of
ancient calendars like the Bab-
ylonian Calendar, and placards
with all kinds of historical in-
formation and facts about how
the calendar we know today has
developed throughout history.
There are take-home activity
packets with calendar-themed
coloring pages and puzzles for
kids, and an interactive screen
that you can use to test your
knowledge on calendars.
“Kristi (Thielen) does all the
storyboards. She does all the
research and writes every-

Calendars contd A8

One of the artifacts shows the Babylonian calendar. The
Babylonians were avid followers of astrology. Heitz photo

What Happens When the
Beacon Can’t be Printed?

Doug Cole
news@bellefourchebeacon.com

After close to eight years of pub-
lishing the Belle Fourche Beacon
you come to realize anything that
can happen will happen.

This past week a circumstance
occurred that we had not imag-
ined possible before.

It required the Beacon to come
up with a plan of action when
you are unable get your paper
printed,

The Rapid City Journal, who
prints the Belle Fourche Bea-
con due to a corporate internet
“glitch” were unable to print any
news papers.

In addition to being the printing
source for the Beacon and their

own Rapid City Joural the press
operation prints eight other
publications per week.

The problem was with their
nationwide internet commu-
nication. The glitch prevented
Rapid City from the ability to
print anything, but the repairs
had to be made somewhere else
in the Lee Enterprise nation-
wide News network.

Our printing schedule is
customarily Monday mornings,
so we arrived as usual, prior
to 8 am ready to receive the
Beacon ‘hot off the press’ only
to learn they were on hold and
waiting for the repairs to be
made elsewhere.

No Printer Contd.A3
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Mary Ell

Warren, Marilyn Johnson, Jan Stinton, Patty Moe, Mary Buchholz, Jan Gilg-
er, Sheila West, Sandy Baker, Gladys Irion, Char O’Dea, Harlene Hill, Nina Nachtigall ,
Alberta Krush, & Edna Doherty Courtesy Photo

“Inquiry Club Reaches Century Mark ”
s At o T

The Belle Fourche Inquiry club
celebrated their 100th anniversa-
ry Tuesday January 13, 2025 at
the new addition to the Tri-State
Museum.

In the club’s history, the
original members of the club
would share books with club
members and then give the book

to the new city library. Other
projects the club supported
was helping the John Burns
Memorial hospital and needy
families in town.

A Relief Committee was
very active with clothes, fruit
and even a washing machine.
Oranges were bought for a

baby for quite a while, then it
was suggested that each mem-
ber can a jar of tomato juice for
the baby instead.

The club still supports the
community’s needs thru the
Compassion Cupboard and
has a Christmas meal and gift
exchange.

First Steps for the Human Library Project

Meg Englis

news@bellefourchebeacon.com
A few weeks ago, Todd Keller

had an idea. It was idea that had
been evolving for some time. He
wanted to organize a “human
library”. Belle Fourche seemed
an ideal place for it.

The Human Library Organi-
zation (HLO) https://human-
library.org hosts events where
readers can “borrow” human
beings for conversations or pre-
sentations.

And yes, it’s a real organiza-
tion that started in Copenhagen
in 2006. The primary function of
the HLO is to help people better
understand others.

Every “human” book from
the bookshelf, should represent
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a group in society that is
often the subject of prejudice,
stigmatization or discrimina-
tion. It’s about getting to know
people from diverse back-
grounds, learning from them,
and building relationships.
Throughout the world the
HLO is active on six conti-
nents and in over 80 countries
and on six continents. The
HLO hosts events in libraries,
museums, festivals, confer-

ences, schools, and universities.

The very first human library
event will take place in Belle
Fourche at the Silver Linings
Senior Center on March 21st.

Todd is pleased to announce
that some erudite “human”
books have come forth to vol-
unteer and share their stories,
expertise, wisdom. The event is
free and open to the public.

“A human library is very
much like a regular library
where people can go to check
out books. The difference is that
all the books are human volun-
teers”. Todd explained carefully,
“Each volunteer is a book. Each

Human Library contd.A8

Barb Uhrig (Courtesy photo)

Artwork by Holly McAnlis Featured
at Hitching Post Tap House

Robbi Longbrake
news@bellefourchebeacon.com

BELLE FOURCHE—Can you
imagine the skill, patience and
attention to detail it would take
to paint intricate drawings on a
turkey feather? Because that is
exactly what this month’s fea-
tured artist at the Hitching Post
Tap House does!

Holly McAnlis of Holly’s Hob-
bies 10x has her original artwork
lining the walls of the Hitching
Post Tap House this month. All
of her work is one of a kind and

original based on the fact that
it can’t be reproduced. Each
image is carefully created

on a turkey feather and then
mounted to make a beautiful
decoration.

The loss of her helper and
love, her husband, created the
shift to her new medium. “I
originally started doing just
wood stain art on the top of
furniture,” explained McAnlis.
“When my husband passed
away, I really couldn’t do the

furnlture completely by myself

because some of them were

big pieces, I couldn’t get them
moved around and they needed
repairs—he always helped me
with that. So I started thinking
I needed to start painting some-
thing smaller.”

McAnlis uses Unicorn SPiT
to create with, it is a gel stain
and she has been painting on
turkey feathers for four years.
“I met this lady that invented
this product called Unicorn

SPiT gel stain and it comes in
Artwork Contd.C2

Art|st Holly McAnlis creates arton turkey feathers. This was a custom creations made from a reference
photo. She uses Unicorn SPIT gel stain. Courtesy photo
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Leverington Funeral Home
of the Northern Hills

We understand that saying goodbye is never easy.
We're here to offer comfort, guidance, and support
during life’s most difficult moments.

With respect, compassion, and care, we provide
personalized services that honor your loved one’s
unique life. You can rely on us to walk alongside you,
ensuring peace of mind and a meaningful tribute
for the one you hold dear.

Mark & Debra Leverington, Owners

715 National St. | Belle Fourche, SD | 605-892-3320
LeveringtonFH.com
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Paisley Grace Moody 9

On January 28, 2025, Paisley Grace
Moody, at the age of 9 danced into the lov-
ing arms of Jesus.

Paisley Grace was born on January 8, 2016
to Ky and Emily Moody. She was the most
wonderful big sister to Olivia and Rowan.
From the moment she entered the world,
Paisley has been a one of a kind spirit. She
had music and Jesus in her heart.

Paisley loved all things horses, music, and anything
that her daddy loved to do. She was famous for saying
the craziest, funniest, and unfiltered things. Paisley’s
one liners will be the heart of stories about her. She
loved riding horses with her Aunt Aubri and “Ole Mi-
mus”, taking walks and riding bikes with Grandfather
Max, golfing with Papa, cooking with Grandma Katie,
learning about Jesus with Carolyn, having play dates
with Sophia and Landon, hugging Kallie, playing
Nintendo games with Merm, making fun of Uncle
Fencer’s mustache with Aunt Baylee, teasing Uncle
Fencer and Hunter, playing air hockey with her sister
Olivia, cuddling with her sister Rowan and favorite
dog Ace, and singing at the top of her lungs with her
mommy. There isn’t one person who came in contact
with her that doesn’t have something funny to say.

Most of all, Paisley loved her family and friends.
She had the gift of gab and would fill every room
with her joy. Her laughter filled the hearts of everyone
around her. Paisley always found the positive in every
situation. She was the ultimate showman and loved to
put on a performance for anyone who would watch.

Paisley is lovingly survived by her parents Ky and

Emily; sisters Olivia Ryan and Rowan Re-
: becca; Papa (Tim Bauer), Grandma Katie,
~ Mimi (Denise Wallace), Grandpa Lee,
Grandpa Max, and Grandma Amy Moody;
. aunts and uncles Spencer, Baylee, Lexus,
Aubri, Daniel, Nyssa, Colby, Garion, Tryn,
Hunter, Kallie, Julie, Ben, Colleen, Andy;
cousins Drevyn, Natilee, Braiden, Torrah,
Chloe, Colden, Everlee, Mylah, Valerie, and new
baby girl Haven “Grace” Moody, Kaitlyn, Russell,
new baby boy Merm, Gabby, and Ella, along with
many other extended family members and friends.

Paisley joined an amazing group in Heaven:
grandparents Harold & Phyllis Bauer, Dixie Moody,
Janet Emmett, Wallace Emmett, Jim Cullen; baby
cousin Nash Hahn; friend Nick Sukstorf; first
family dog Tucker; along with many other extended
family members. We know she found Jesus right
away to tell him about everyone she loved. Paisley is
still talking to all of us down here, letting us know
she’s around.

The funeral service was held at Tuesday, Febru-
ary 4, 2025, at Leverington Funeral Home of the
Northern Hills in Belle Fourche. Visitation was one
hour prior to the service. Interment at Pine Slope
Cemetery, followed by a Celebration of Life at Silver
Spur Ranch, west of Belle Fourche.

We acknowledge and appreciate all
of the support near and far during this L
difficult time. Thank you from the
bottom of our hearts.
Leverington Funeral Home
of the Northern Hills

When someone you love becomes a
Memory, the memory becomes a Treasure.
-Unknown-

wilenmonument@gmail.com | 10988 SD Hwy 34 Belle Fourche

(605) 892-4827

WilenMonument.com

PEACE OF MIND...and being able to say,
“Bverything has been taken care of.”

Kline Funeral Chapel
605-892-3964

email: klinefuneralchapel@rushmore.com
website: klinefuneralchapel.com

Brian Kline
Owner

Most of us intend on ‘getting around to it someday, but if
your someday never comes, your loved ones will wonder if
they made the right decisions for your final requests when it
does.

Regardless how we prefer to deal with the big
questions of life, taking the time to make your advanced
funeral or cremation planning is a very caring and responsible
thing to do.

It also removes the emotional and financial stress from your
loved ones or friends, and allows you the proper time to
consider all your options.

For your best service, for your best price possible,

Kline Funeral Chapel offers an array of burial and
cremation packages to suit your budget.

Ask the families we have served.

Adrienne Dee Hucklns (Beals) “RenDee” 77

Adrienne Dee Huckins (Beals), “RenDee”, 77,
of Belle Fourche, South Dakota, passed away
peacefully in her sleep on February 7,2025,
in her beloved room at Rolling Hills Nursing
Home.

RenDee was born on July 29, 1947, in Belle
Fourche to Robert Neal and Doris LaVonne
Beals. She grew up on a sheep ranch north of
town, where she learned the values of humility,
resilience, and hard work. She attended grade
school at the Owl Creek School, a one-room
country school, before continuing her education at
Belle Fourche High School. She later pursued an
education in Business Administration and went on to
serve her community in many ways—working for the
state, managing the Lariat Motel, and spending many
years as a trusted legal assistant to a local attorney.

More than any title or job, RenDee was a devoted
mother, grandmother, sister, aunt, wife, daughter, and
friend. She was known for her kindness, unwavering
optimism, and ability to see the good in everyone she
met. A true people person, she loved to be social and
cherished her faith, pouring her heart into the United
Methodist Church, where she was a proud and long-
time member of the choir. With a beautiful soprano
voice, she found joy in music and shared that joy with
others.

RenDee had a lighthearted spirit and a deep well of
love. She was funny, forgiving, and strong in the qui-
et, graceful way of those who endure life’s hardships
without complaint. A tough ranch girl at heart, she
moved to town to raise her boys and build a life of her
own. She was married twice, first to Leigh Merriman,
with whom she had her two sons, and then to the love
of her life, Gary Robert Huckins. She loved God, good
conversation, and—on occasion—a nice glass of red
wine.

In 1997, RenDee was diagnosed with Multiple Scle-

rosis, but she refused to let it define her. She

worked long past the doctors’ expectations,

| never once feeling sorry for herself, always

looking forward to tomorrow. She faced ev-

¢ cry challenge with dignity and perseverance,

¥ embodying a quiet strength that inspired all
~ who knew her.

She is survived by her sons, Michael
(Kelly) and Robert (Miranda) Merriman;
stepchildren, Derek (January) Huckins and

Nicole Eastman; grandchildren, Benjamin,
Alexander, and Tatum Merriman; brother, Eric
(Maureen) Beals; sister, Robin Wilkins; niece, Keri
Beals; nephew, Steven (Lila) Beals; and great-niece,
Madison Beals.

She was preceded in death by her parents; her
wonderful, loving husband, Gary Robert Huckins;
and her beloved pets, Tippy and Scruffy.

RenDee’s warmth, laughter, and unwavering faith
will be dearly missed but forever remembered.

A service will be held at the Belle Fourche Global
Methodist Church on February 12 at 10:30 AM, fol-
lowed by a brief ceremony at Pine Slope Cemetery,
where she will be laid to rest beside Gary. Visitation
will be held one hour prior to the service. In lieu
of flowers, memorials are preferred to the Belle
Fourche Global Methodist Church.

Arrangements are with Leverington Funeral Home
of the Northern Hills in Belle Fourche. Friends may
leave written condolence online at: www.Lever-
ingtonFH.com

The family extends their heartfelt gratitude to the
staff of Rolling Hills Nursing Home, who provided

her with love and care for nearly a E L S

decade.
—t
Leverington Funeral Home

May RenDee’s memory be a bless-
ing to all who knew and loved her.
of the Northern Hills

Chrlstlan Life Center Valentines!
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(800) 456-0514

blackhillsmonument@midconetwork.com
19274 US Hwy 85 ¢ Belle Fourche, SD

www.bhmonument.com

Beautiful 5-6 bedroom home,
2 fireplaces, 30x30 attached
garage and a 30x48 shop/
garage w/ loft. Sunroom w/
hottub, over 4100 sq.ft. 2 lots
with a total of almost 1 acres.
Great views and great location.
Don't miss this gem of a property.

Located in a high-
traffic frontage
near Belle Fourche.
Over 7 acres to
have your animals,

@ |E'aus
; Y ouild home, or
$499,000 have a business.

Renee Bisgaard,
Broker/Owner

605-641-9242 \
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The Christian Life Center had a new
idea for Valentine’s Day...ROSETTES!
The ladies of the church sold the Scan-
dinavian delicacies Sun, Feb 9.

Pictured, armed with rosette irons &
a tray of rosettes (which were sampled
for quality control & endorsed by the
Christian Life Center official taste
testers), are Judy Howard & Naomi
Allender.

celebrating our foster care community

FRIDAY
FEBRUARY 21
2025

CADE THOMPSON

JOIN
SOUTH DAKOTA KIDS BELONG

at our annual Northern Hills event

An inspirational night of testimonials,
charcuterie, & key note singer - Cade Thompson,

contemporary Christian recording artist!

6:00 PM - 8:00 PM
COUNTRYSIDE CHURCH
SPEARFISH

Scan the code to
RSVP!
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VIEWPOINT | Congressional term limits
put people over politics

Guest column by Hep.
Taylor Rehfeldt

Taylor Rehfeldt

As a wife, mother, health-
care professional, and lifelong
advocate for South Dakota
families, I’ve always believed
public service is a privilege —
not a career. My time in office
has reinforced the urgent need
for congressional term limits to
restore integrity, accountability,
and fresh leadership.

Our state is built on hard
work, accountability, and
community values. Growing
up west river and now raising
my family east river, [’ve seen
firsthand the importance of
protecting our way of life. But
too often, Washington operates
in a different reality — where
career politicians stay in office
for decades, disconnected from

the struggles of families, small
businesses, and rural communi-
ties. Without term limits, power
stays concentrated in the hands
of a few, while constituents
wait for action on critical issues
like quality healthcare, mental
health resources, and protecting
our children — priorities I’ve
fought for throughout my time
in office.

Our government was meant
to be led by citizen representa-
tives — not lifelong politicians.
When politicians stay in office
too long, they lose touch with
the people they serve. As the
prime sponsor of House Joint
Resolution 5002, I’'m leading
the fight to bring real account-
ability and fresh leadership to
Congress. South Dakota has
always set the standard for prin-
cipled leadership, and we must
continue putting families first.

South Dakota leads by
example. Our citizen legisla-
ture operates under term limits
— and it works. As a former
Assistant Majority Leader, ['ve
seen what can be accomplished
when leaders focus on solutions
instead of personal ambition.
Congress should follow South
Dakota’s lead and implement

Local

term limits to restore trust in
government.

Opponents of term limits
argue that experience is
invaluable and that elections
serve as a natural check. But
we know better. Incumbents
have built-in advantages
that make it difficult for new
candidates to compete. Long-
term incumbency breeds
complacency, special-inter-
est influence, and a system
focused on reelection — not
results. Responsible term
limits would level the playing
field, ensuring a government
that reflects the people — not
entrenched politicians.

Just last week the House
passed HIR 5002, taking a
crucial step forward. Now, we
need your help. Contact your
legislators and tell them to
support this resolution. This
isn’t just about Washington
— it’s about protecting South
Dakota’s future and ensuring
the next generation has lead-
ers who serve with integrity.

Rep. Taylor Rehfeldt serves
in the South Dakota, repre-
senting District 14 in the state
House, and is a healthcare
professional.
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Belle Fourche Beacon
‘Happenings’ and News
Bytes Calendar

BEACON

The Beacon Happenings Calendar is public service listing

of meetings, events, and things to do in and around Belle

Fourche. Happenings announcements may be sent to:

news@bellefourchebeacon.com Deadline is Friday before

Spm.

Tri-State Museum and Visitor Center’s March
First Saturday Brunch is “A Hitch in the CCC”

The Tri-State Museum and Visitor Center will
hold a First Saturday Brunch on Saturday, March
1 with a presentation by historian and author Jim
McKeown entitled “A Hitch in the CCC.”

The Civilian Conservation Corps was a hallmark
program of the FDR administration and offered
young men a chance to get into the outdoors, learn
new skills and help create campgrounds, parks,
roads, trails, and forests. The CCC not only bene-
fited the country but shaped the lives of those who

participated in it.

Brunch at 10 a.m. is $5 per person or free with
membership. The presentation at 10:30 is free to
all. Reservations are required, whether for brunch
or to watch the presentation. Call 605-723-1200.

The Tri-State Museum and Visitor Center is
located at 415 Fifth Avenue in Belle Fourche.

1903 Reader’s Theatre Presents “Poker, Pais-
ley and the Don Pratt Hotel”

The 1903 Reader’s Theatre Company will
present a short mystery-comedy entitled “Poker,
Paisley and the Don Pratt Hotel” on Friday Feb.
14th at 7 p.m. and Saturday, Feb. 15 at 2 p.m.

The play is set in the 1930s in the new Don
Pratt Hotel of Belle Fourche, during the era of
Prohibition and at a time when rumors swirl about
high stakes poker games being played in the base-

ment of the Don Pratt. The play has a cast of nine

and a running time of approximately 45 minutes.
The 1903 Reader’s Theatre Company is a

product of the Belle Fourche Arts Council and

houses out of the theatre in the Tri-State Museum

No Printer from A1

Following an entire day
of thumb twiddling and nose
scratching, our courier, Hunter
Anderson, returned to Belle to
await notice of when we could
return.

The next morning we were
instructed that repairs had not
been made, they had no knowl-
edge of when the might be, and
that they would inform us if/
when they would be back up
and running.

We had received nothing by
our deadline for weekly distri-
bution and posted up the paper

for online access (this week’s
edition was built and transmit-
ted as usual prior to Monday
morning print schedule).

We had never ever consid-
ered “no printer available” as a
possible occurance. The online
only edition that came out, is
available in that format every
week.

As the world moves more
and more into computer and
cell phone communication and
access to ‘up to the minute’
news, the Beacon was forced
into accepting the only avail-
able course of action.

Having gone online only has

THE BEACON
A great place to get the word out
Deadline-Friday Spm
www.bellefourchebeacon.com

Email:
news@bellefourchebeacon.com

Advertising:
sales@bellefrouchebeacon.com

SUBSCRIBE TO THE BEACON $52/

. Year
Go Online or Send us Your Request

PO Box 576 Belle Fourche, SD 57717
www.bellefourchebeacon.com

Your Support 1s appreciated!

forced us to work on improv-
ing our online access and cre-
ate a more easily accessible
format for mobile devices.

We will produce and
execute ‘online only’ issues
in the future, but they will be
planned and steps formulat-
ed to allow subscribers who
so desire, access to printed
renditions of the news. When
you don’t receive a paper at
present you may check with
Print Mark-et and BF Cham-
ber of Commerce to pick up
a copy.

Watch for updates and im-
provements as they develop.

Wed. February 12, 2025

LETTER | State library cuts will
cost South Dakota taxpayers

universities and a few larger
public libraries are also members
of the international OCLC net-
work. However, without the State
Library’s connecting software
and their librarians who manage
it, most of the state will go dark.
The information isolation will be
devastating to local schools and
communities, particularly rural
areas. Without access to magazine
articles through subject databas-
es and access to books held by
hundreds of linked South Dakota
libraries, individual research and
inter-library loan will be severely
curtailed.

In short, the proposed drastic
reduction of personnel and budget
cuts would severely limit the
State Library’s capacity to sup-
port k-12 schools, homeschoolers,
public and academic libraries.
Additionally, the economic im-
pact overtime would be crippling,
again most especially to rural
schools and communities. This
ill-advised legislation will not
save tax-payers’ money. In fact, it
will most likely have the opposite
effect, costing tax-payers more
money but with limited access
to fewer resources, trainings and
services.

We strongly urge South Dakota
lawmakers to reject HB 1041.
Restore full funding (including
accepting annual federal funds)
to support the amazing work of
the State Library. school boards
and community leaders. The State
Library is an efficient, cost-effec-
tive, trusted and valuable resource
for all South Dakotans.

Daria Bossman, State Librarian,

We are four former South
Dakota State Librarians. We
strongly urge the South Dakota
State Legislature to vote NO on
the proposed changes (House
Bill 1041) to the South Dakota
State Library and the corre-
sponding state statutes. The
current staff of 21.5 employees
are some of the most efficient
civil servants in state govern-
ment serving as a resource for
over 500 libraries. The South
Dakota State Library is one
of the smallest state libraries
among their 50 state coun-
terparts. Yet, they are highly
regarded and appreciated by the
communities they serve.

In 2006 a thorough review
by an out-of-state expert-con-
sultant was conducted. This
led the way for modernization,
down-sizing and much greater
efficiencies. (See 2006 Bushing
Report) At that time, staffing
was at 37, then reduced to
27, which was again reduced
a decade later to the current
21.5 staff to pay for a new, less
costly and more technologically
advanced “overlay”. This new
system, named South Dakota
Share-IT, allowed the State
Library to link all participating
libraries with no cost to the
local school or public library.
The end result is that patrons
can discover what each library
has for their physical holdings.
For example, a search by a
patron in Lemmon Public can
see what Siouxland Library has
and a student at Aberdeen High
School can locate a specific

. X 2012 - 2021
book title, which SDSU has. . . .
This has resulted in over 71,500 ) Olgzrog(l)}(]);“ iegl, State Librarian,
inter-library loans between and N ) Miller. State Librari
among South Dakota libraries uzanne ViLer, State Libranan,
; 1999 - 2004
in 2023. What tremendous use o
of resources and savings for Jane Kolbe, State Librarian,

1986 - 1999.

local communities. The state’s

and Visitor Center. A silent auction of items will take place during the
play’s run and the winners announced after the final performance on
Saturday. The silent auction benefits the BF Arts Council.

Refreshments will be available for donation; admission to the play is
$2 per person or free with museum membership.

For more information about this production or how to be in future
such productions, please call 605-723-1200. The Tri-State Museum and
Visitor Center is located at 415 Fifth Avenue in Belle Fourche.

Tri-State Museum and Visitor Center’s February Family Fun Day
is “A Day for Wolves”

The Tri-State Museum and Visitor Center will hold a Family Fun
Day on Sunday, February 16 from 2-4 p.m. entitled “A Day for
Wolves.”

The event will include a film about the lives of wolves and their
importance to the environment and a short presentation about “Three
Toes,” the museum’s resident wolf. There will also be crafts, a drawing
for the book, “Face to Face with Wolves,” and a free take-home packet
about wolves. Refreshments will be served.

Admission is $2 per person or free with membership. Reservations
are helpful; call 605-723-1200. The Tri-State Museum is located at 415
Fifth Avenue in Belle Fourche.

* * * % %

Friday and Saturday February 21 and 22 14th Annual Fox Family
Shooting Match. Hosted by Butte County 4-H Shooting Sports at 608
5th Ave Belle Fourche

Registration/Friday Check-In 8AM to 2PM. Saturday Check-In
8:00AM-11:00AM

First line at 9AM. Fee is $5.00 per shooting event. Targets are pro-
vided. Bring your own equipment in not a BC4455 member. Awards at
approximately 2PM on Saturday.

For questions, please contact adcowboyi@man.com
* * * % %

The Human Library project will launch its first presentation on of
March 21, 2025 from 2 — 4 at the Silver Linings Senior Center in Belle
Fourche.

W=

Upcoming events,
for more information call:
605-892-2676

Feb 13 - Connection Church Ping Pong

Feb 14 - Valentine’s Day
7PM Auditions “Poker, Paisley, and the Don Pratt

Feb 15 - 9AM Ladies Breakfast, 2PM Auditions
“Poker, Paisley, and the Don Pratt Hotel”

Feb 16 - 2PM Family Fun Day @ Tri State Museum
Be sure to LIKE and FOLLOW us on social media for all the
information or visit our website

Tournament

Hotel”




@ Belle Fourche Bearon

SPORTS

Wrestlers Compete in Final Regular Season

Kandi Tonsager
Special to the Beacon

On Saturday, February 8th, a
select number of Bronc wrestlers
competed in their final regular
season tournaments.

The boys competed in Hill
City at the Black Hills Classic
while the girls competed in the
Lady Dogie Classic in Newcas-
tle.

Taking to the mats for the
Broncs, Caden Swaney had both
a win and lass by fall and a win
and loss by major decision at 106
pounds. Porter Tysdal competed
at 106 pounds with a loss by fall
and by major decision. Nathan
Hudson competed at 113 pounds
with two falls. Teedin Humble
competed at 120 pounds with 2
falls and a win by major deci-
sion. Dylan Park competed at
126 pounds with a fall, a tech
fall loss and a win by fall. Koby
Bowden competed at 138 pounds
with a fall and a loss by decision.
Clifford Torberson competed
at 138 pounds with 2 falls and
Oscar Garcia competed at 190

pounds with 2 falls.

The Broncs had two placers
at this tournament. Riley Digh-
ton placed 2nd at 157 pounds
with a win by fall, a win by
tech fall, a win by fall and a
loss by tech fall in the 2nd
place match. Owyn Schreder
placed 3rd at 165 pounds with a
win by fall, a loss by decision,
a win by decision, a win by
major decision, a win by tech
fall and a win by decision in the
3rd place match.

The Lady Broncs took 7
wrestlers to Newcastle, Wy-
oming with all ladies taking
the podium! Kyra Vandenberg
worked her way through 4
rounds of competitors for 2
wins by fall, a tech fall and a
major decision to earn her 1st
place finish. Lia Mundt had 2
falls, a win by medical forfeit,
and 2 wins by fall over compet-
itors for her 3rd place finish at
105 pounds. Birk Kraft battled
through 6 rounds of wrestling
with 4 falls, a win by decision
and a win by fall for her 4th

place finish at 120B weight
class. Aleyah Carbajal won by
fall in 5 matches, with one loss
by fall for her 2nd place finish
at 125 pounds. Sofia Gonzales
had 3 falls, a loss by decision
and a win for her 4th place fin-
ish at 135A weight class. Alexa
Swaney had 4 wins, 3 by fall,
and a loss by fall for her second
place finish at 135A weight
class. Joselyn Shockey went 3
and 1 with major decisions and
a win by tech fall for her 4th
place finish at 145 pounds.
This was the last match for
many wrestlers. The Broncs
Varsity teams have a week-
end off to get ready for their
Regionals competition at The
Monument in Rapid City on
Saturday, February 22nd. Top
4 placers in each bracket will
earn their spot to compete in
the South Dakota State Wres-
tling competition, also at,
The Monument in Rapid City
February 27th, 28th and March,
Ist.

Wed. February 12, 2025
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Brush twice a
day with fluoride
toothpaste

Floss once a day

See your dentist at

: : : : least twice a year
Starting dental visits early

builds healthy habits and

aensures strong, lasting teeth.

19026 US Hwy 85
Belle Fourche, SD 57717
605-892-3603 | 800-611-8796
NehiDental.com

Limit sugary

foods & drinks

DENTAL
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Come join BFACT for their first ever 90’'s PROM FUNDRAISER on SATURDAY, MARCH 1st.

This event will be a blast from the past including a delicious pulled pork dinner, full bar, and
a DJ playing all the hits from the 90s. Also included: 90s trivia, vintage gaming, party games,
photos booths and so much more! Only 125 tickets available - get your tickets online at belle-

fourcheact.com or at the door the night of the event. Tickets are $40/person or $70 for two. See

you there!

The BFHS One Act Cast & Crew for the production The Customer is Always Wrong enter-
tained the local community crowd on Monday, Jan. 27th. They competed at Regional One Act
Competition on Wednesday, Jan. 29th, and hosted the multi-school event at the Belle Fourche
Area Rec Center under the leadership of Director, Michael Kane, and Assistant Director, Kyah
Trainor. The large number of characters in this one act production were played by 16 BFHS
thespians: Lily Tippmann, lva Hale, Kaeli Thompson, Logan Willert, Avery Mastin, Derek
Scott, Zach Gerbracht, Dillon Streeter, Tim Thompson, John Hale, Denali Biegert, Tace
Hartman,Trevor Welles, Sonja Cropper, Ember Shannon, and Denali Biegert. The crew

MARCHi1  MARCH 29

included Hunter Brown, Madison Dalton, and Madisyn Carson.

JUNE 26 - 29

BFACT is excited to announce the shows and dates for its 15th Season!

SEPT 12.-114

DEC 12 - 14

PAIN & MOVEMENT

511 National St. #101

605-723-0185

LOOK WHO'S

BYRON DAVIS IS TURNING EIGHTY!

Come have a piece of cake with him on

Saturday, February 15 from 1pm-3pm
at Americinn in Belle Fourche

Frontier Glass of Relle

Auto ® Home ® Commercial

Roger MeNary

Owner/Operator
19048 Hwy 85
PO Box 877
Belle Fourche, SD 57717

1-800-292-2052
605-892-2052

@ "{M//@ ﬁni/hm,l& 9

Contact Sally

(307) 680-3541
jadweekal(@gmail.com

For house & animal sitting services!
Belle Fourche, Spearfish and Surrounding Area

.o ® ® .G

Retirement Party
in honor of

Renee McAmis

Thursday, February 13th

3:30 pm 1o 5:00 pm
at Belle Fourche School

Administration Offices

(refreshments will be available)

Send us your News and Photos!

News@BelleFourcheBeacon.com

Address
City, State, Zip
Phone Number

Email
[ 1 Year Beacon PO Permit Area $52 [ 1 Year online - $52

1 Mail Delivery Outside Beacon PO Permit - $105 (don't currently receive)
P.O. Box 576 Belle Fourche, SD 57717 (605) 645-2193
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Medicare CONTACT ME TODAY Jackson Dental

PROFEgsioNAL®

3V Kerbi Bowden

advice you pias 605-892-290 o 103 @U@ We're more than a
- ve ", ti , ’ f ilv.
Can trUSt y & | Belle Fourche, SD &;@ﬁ \?V:?:u;(:ttm“;etor:wwaﬂlpiients

: on a deeper level. At Jackson Dental,
you’re not just a patient, you’re family.

kbowden@fedts.com

Here to help you : @
with your Medicare . & Ji
decisions. L Cg

W-202254109/23  YO156_ WMCoopPrtAdIASDV2_C FVNR 1023

GIRLS BASKETBALL

. MOBRIDGE-
POLLOCK

LADY TIGERS (12-2)

BELLE FOURCHE

BRONCS (11-5)

Join Us
for an Open House to
Celebrate Clara’s 100th
February 24th
1-4pm Y
United Methodist Church R =
Spearfish, SD d

Clara has requested hugs in lieu of gifts

THE BEACON

Email:

news@bellefourchebeacon.com

Advertising;

sales@bellefrouchebeacon.com
Regan Hatling gets in a shot. Jamie Hockenbary basketball @

photos

PAIN & MOVEMENT

511 National St. #101  605-723-0185

Help Support Local News!
SUBSCRIBE TO THE BEACON $52

www.bellefourchebeacon.com
PO Box 576, Belle Fourche, SD 57717

Your Consideration is Appreciated!

Harvey Walding gets a chance to shoot. Gavin Pearson flies to the basket.
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Show Up

Wed. February 12, 2025

by Belle LaVenue

As you fill your brand new 2025 calendar, be sure to add the FINE ARTS events in our community and our schools.

Come join BFACT for their first ever 90’s PROM FUNDRAISER on SATURDAY, MARCH 1Ist. This event will be a blast from the

90’s best and bring your friends. While there you can enjoy a delicious pulled pork dinner and a full bar. There will be a DJ playing alFthe hits from the 90s.
Also included: 90s trivia, vintage gaming, party games, photos booths and so much more! 90s’ PROM Schedule: 6pm — Social Hour; 7pm — Dinner/Trivia; 9pm
— Dance into the night! The best thing about this night is that all of the proceeds go right back into BEACT to help us put on our 15th Season of theater in Belle
Fourche. Due to the sale of alcohol at this event, it is 21+ only. Only 125 tickets available, tickets are also available at the door the night of the event. Tickets are

$40/person or $70 for two. See you there!

Actors & Tech crew needed for an upcoming COMMUNITY SHOW!! Belle Fourche Community Theater will be participating in Getting Our Acts Together
(GOAT), A Night of Northern Hills

ast! Come dressed in your

LaVenue

ne-Acts again for 2025! GOAT is an evening of four one-acts: one by the Historic Homestake Opera House from Lead; one o
by the Matthews Opera House in Spearfish; one by the Sturgis Community Theater; and one by Belle Fourche Area Community Theater. Each night will be held in a different location,
so each theater group gets a chance to perform in a new space and give that community a chance to see a show by other local theater groups. You won’t want to miss this one-of-a-kind
show! The Belle Fourche performance night is March 29th.

AUDITONS for the BFACT show, Atomic Lobsters From the Center of the Earth, will be February 25th & 26th at 6:30 PM in the Belle Fourche Rec Center Theater.

The Belle Fourche Fine Arts Boosters has two more big events on their calendar: The Junior/Senior Fine Arts Trip & the t(tipcoming Community Variety Show. Eleven Juniors &

Seniors will be traveling to Denver in February for a three-day weekend packed with theater, music & art. The trip is supporte

cession sales, & contributions from members of the community who donate to the fundraisers.

financially by the BF FAB, the students’ fundraising/con-

The Community Variety Show will be on May 4th, a Sunday afternoon, at the Belle Fourche Community Hall. This FUNraiser showcases local talent & the arts. If you have an act or art
to share, contact the BF FAB at bthsfab@gmail.com.

Your presence at all the upcoming events is much appreciated, so don’t forget to add all these upcoming fine arts events to your calendars!

Feb. 10, Monday, BFMS Band Concert @0 the Rec Center Theater, 6:30 pm

MARCH 1,Saturday, BFACT’s first ever
Mar. 14, Friday, MS Play, MAGIC,

Mar. 15, Saturday, MS Play, MAGIC, @ the Rec Center Theater, 7:00 pm

Mar. 17, Monday, BFHS Band / Chorus Concert @ the Rec Center Theater, 7:00 pm

Mar. 18, Tuesday, BFMS 6th, 7th, & 8th Spring Choir Concert, @ the Rec Center Theater, 6:30 pm
Mar. 29, Atomic Lobsters, Getting Our Acts Together, Belle Fourche Community Theater, @ the Rec Center Theater
April 7, Monday, BFMS/BFHS Jazz Concert @ the Rec Center Theater, 7:00 pm

’s PROM FUNDRAISER - 6 PM to 12 AM, Belle Fourche Community Hall.
@ the Rec Center Theater, 7:00 pm

Maybe YOU know what SHOW is UP next? Share your fine arts tidbits and upcoming events at bellelavenue@gmail.com. I especially love the juicy backstage dish and green room

gossip! Mark your calendars, friends, so you don’t forget to Show Up!

(More on page (A4)

Gov. Larry Rhoden pushing for tax
relief for homeowners

Governor delivers
remarks at first legisla-

tive press conference

Austin Goss

austin@thedakotascout.com
PIERRE — South Dakota’s
governor is confident that
he and the Legislature can
deliver on property tax relief
before the session adjourns in
March.

Speaking during his first
official legislative press con-
ference since becoming gov-
ernor last month, Gov. Larry
Rhoden said that a property
tax work group — made up of
lawmakers from each cham-
ber as well as members of his
staff — met for the first time
Monday.

And with the deadline to file
new bills passing on Wednes-
day, the State Affairs Com-
mittee from each legislative
chamber introduced a “vehicle
bill” just before the deadline.
Those bills can be filled later
in the session with property
tax legislation.

In the House, that measure
is House Bill 1234. The
Senate’s is Senate Bill 216.
They join a bevy of other pro-
posals brought by individual
lawmakers intended to get at
the problem.

“Our conversations have
focused on owner occupied,”
Rhoden explained, offering
the first look into what his
proposal would look like.
“When you talk about prop-
erty taxes there is always
talk about avoiding shifts...
But | remind people that in
the past few years there has
already been a shift... From
other classes onto owner
occupied.”

The topic has been one at
the front of mind for lawmak-
ers for at least a decade,
and even more under the
microscope the last several
years. Since 2020, at least
two summer study com-
mittees devoted to looking
into the topic have met,
one as recently as this past

year. Last year, an effort to
limit valuation increases on
single-family dwellings was
defeated in the Senate.

As the pressure on
lawmakers to make chang-
es has mounted since the
COVID pandemic, so too
has the rate paid by property
owners risen. A memo from
the state’s Department of
Revenue shows that all of
South Dakota’s 66 counties
have seen steep increases
in the dollar amount of own-
er-occupied valuations since
2020. The hikes particularly
impact the state’s young, po-
tential homebuyers, and its
oldest — both of which face
a higher risk of being priced
out of the market, or their
existing residences.

Though plans for relief
are targeted at residential
properties, Rhoden isn’t
looking to shift that burden
back over to other classes of
property, namely agricultural.

“When housing values
went up, that created a shift

from the other two classes,
agricultural and commer-
cial,” Rhoden said. “There
has been a shift, and we

are looking at a solution that
may help bring that back into
balance.”

Across the bipartisan work
group, one solution that has
resurfaced is one brought
by Sen. Randy Deibert and
former Rep. turned Lt. Gov.
Tony Venhuizen, which
would raise the state’s sales
tax rate in order to lower
property taxes. GOP legis-
lative leaders, though, say
that like Rhoden — they’re
skeptical of a tax shift.

“l don’t discern within our
caucus, many of whom are
conservatives and most of
whom didn’t run on raising
taxes, a desire to do that,”
said House Majority Leader
Scott Odenbach. “I've been
very public in commending
the two sponsors of that
measure for getting the
discussion going... They
didn’t do that saying they are
locked into one way.”

But the House majority
leader isn’t ruling anything
out, either.

“There is more than one way
to skin a cat,” Odenbach
said. “Certainly owner occu-
pied is the worst. Maybe we
stop the bleeding this year,
and then try to do something
broader next.”

It is a behemoth of a topic
that will put Rhoden’s young
governorship to the test, but
if there is one administration
that has the chops to pull it
off, his lieutenant governor
believes it’s this one.

“There is nobody in this
building who knows more
about property taxes or has
a longer history of work-
ing on this issue than Gov.
Rhoden,” Venhuizen told
reporters. “He’s carried
major property tax reforms
throughout his career. He
knows this issue backwards
and forwards, and he knows
how to work with lawmakers
and work through challenges
to broker a deal... This is
the perfect opportunity to get
this done, this year.”.
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CLINIC, INC.

Good Shepherd Clinic

Shepherd of the Hills Church
825 W Main Street in Lead

For more information contact:

Phone: 605-717-2080

Email: director@goodshepherdclinicspearfish.com
Website: www.goodshepherdclinicspearfish.com

Next Clinic: Thursday, February 13"
& Thursday, February 27
Registration will be from 6:00-7:00pm.

Good Shepherd Clinic is a free medical clinic for adults, ages 19-64, who do not
have or qualify for insurance or have insurance and meet our other eligibility
requirements. Medical services will be available on the 2nd and 4th Thursdays of
the month at Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran Church in Lead. Enter the church
through the Julius Street parking lot (below 825 W. Main Street).

The Spearfish clinic will continue to provide medical,
emergency dental, counseling, and resource services on Monday
nights at Our Savior’s Lutheran Church, located at 1020 State Street.

isq

BELLE FOURCHE

Community Calendar

Belle Silver Lining
Lunch Program

Every day of the week
11:00 am — 1:00pm Belle Silver Lining Senior Center;
828 Kingsbury St 605-892-6285
Belle Silver Lining is open so come and enjoy a different
lunch menu Monday thru Friday.
$7 suggested donation.
Belle Silver Lining
Thrift Store
Closed Monday; Tuesday-Friday 10am-Spm;
Saturday 10am-4pm
Belle Silver Lining Senior Center 828 Kingsbury St.
605-892-6285
For your shopping pleasure.
Check with the staff if you have items to donate.
AA Meetings
Meetings are held on
Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturdays
at 8pm at 806 6th Ave, Belle Fourche.
Writer’s Group
Regular Meeting: Meeting will be Saturday, at 10 AM.
B F Public Library, 3rd Sat.as always.
Any and all writers are invited to attend.
Meals On Wheels
Program Ongoing
11:30am-12:30pm Monday through Friday
1500 Mill Street * 605-723-5036

Please call Bonnie at 892-5472 in the mornings

The Dakota Scout, a journal of South Dakota politics, government and culture that features jour-
nalism from veteran reporters Jonathan Ellis and Joe Sneve. Newsletters can be sent directly to your
inbox and you can receive the state’s top political podcast - The Scouting Report. Look it up today.

The Dakota Scout is a South Dakota owned, sourced and printed independent operation co-found-
ed by Ellis and Sneve. Together, they have more than 30 years of combined experience in South
Dakota journalism that have earned them reputations as dogged reporters who’ve not lost touch with
their neighbors’ sensibilities. Be in the Know!
. Stay on top of what’s happening at the state Capitol in Pierre with breaking news, investigative

reporting and a constant drumbeat of information about the world around you.

\ ‘

y

Capitol Building Pierre, SD

- J il
Jonathan Ellis & Joe Sneve
114 S. Main Ave. Ste B-4 Sioux Falls, SD 57104 605-413-3177

B DAk
www.thedakotascout.com DAKOTA SCOUT

Follow on Twitter @TheDakotaScout Follow on Facebook www.facebook.com/TheDakotaScout

B2 pak
DAKOTA SCOUT
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Keller Wi‘lliams Realty Black Hills
(605) 210-1162

email: alank@kw.com

kw

KELLERWVILLIAMS
501 Grant Street Belle Fourche, SD

Alan Kindsfater Licensed in SD & WY
Broker Associate https://www.bhhomeandland.com

“ AKOTA HOME
B RANCH REAL ESTATE. LLC

I‘RED WII.SON

Broker

605.645.1314 : e
FWILSON@DAKOTAHR. LOM

GET PAID FOR YOUR
GRADES AT HIGHMARK

Now you can get rewarded for making good grades.
With our new SMART MONEY program, keeping your
GPA up means you can earn money. For more details
go to www.highmarkfcu.com/teen-club-account. Keep

making those great grades and being rewarded with

the SMART MONEY program.

' 7z ~ | highmarkfcu.com
(IGHMARK ] 605 892.4631

*3.5 GPA must be on a 4.0 grading system. Membership Required. Certain restrictions apply. Only students age 13 - 19
qualify to earn rewards. Account must be in good standing. By participating in this program, parents or guardians of
winners agree to have their child’s name, photo/likeness used in any advertising material related to the marketing of the
SMART MONEY program without additional financial or other compensation. $10 payouts will be deposited into the
student’s Teen Account with Highmark and may be subject to IRS reporting. Winner is responsible for all tax liability.
Report card or copy of report card must be dated within 30 days of the end of a semester to be considered.

Federally insured by NCUA

\
CBH CO-OP

Alwayvs Running

(._
Est: 1968 AKOTAMART Lynn’s'Belle Fourche

Bulleit Original
Bourbon Ryan’s Irish || [ .Jclvme.so.rlll d
Whiskey style Cream || "o B
750ml 750ml

Black Velvet Bota irnoff
Canadian Box Smirno
Wh iS ky 3 Liters VOdka
1.75 L Several A 1.75L
Varieties P

Prices effective 7am-9pm Seven Days a Week Next two weeks
Wednesday February 12 through Tuesday, February 25"

CBH CO-OP Continues
Commitment to Members
and Local Communities
with Over $2 Million in
Returns for 2025

STURGIS, SD — February 2025
— CBH CO-OP remains dedicat-
ed to reinvesting in its members
and local communities, returning
over $2 millionin patronage and

member-first philosophy, where
profits are distributed to the
owners and reinvested back
into the CO-OP and the com-
munities they serve.

equity in 2025. CBH CO-OP’s equity is cur-
In 2024, CBH CO-OP: rently being retired over a 10
. Paid more than $2.3 year period, ensuring continued

million through equity retire-
ments, estate settlements, and the cooperative’s long-term

the cash payout of 2023 patron- success.

age CBH CO-OP remains

. Issued nearly $1 mil- committed to supporting rural
lion in 2023 CBH Coop equity. communities, local business-

For 2025, the Board of Direc- es, and agricultural producers
tors has approved: across Wyoming and South Da-
. To pay over $2 million kota. Through cash patronage,
for equity retirements and the equity retirements, and ongoing
cash distribution of 2024 patron- investments in its communi-
age. ties, CBH CO-OP continues
. To issue $400,000 in to strengthen its impact on the
2024 CBH Coop equity. region.

“This shift toward a higher For more information on
cash payout highlights CBH CBH CO-OP and membership
CO-OP’s financial strength and benefits, visit www.cbhcoop.
commitment to our members,” com.
said Todd Reif, CBH CEO. About CBH CO-OP
“Just a few years ago, our model CBH CO-OP is a mem-
allocated 70% to equity and ber-owned cooperative serving
paid out 30% in cash. Over the farmers, ranchers, and com-
last couple of years we have munities across Wyoming and
been fortunate enough to return South Dakota. With a focus on
more cash to our members while quality fuel, propane, feed, and
maintaining long-term financial retail services, CBH CO-OP is
sustainability.” dedicated to delivering value to
Unlike traditional businesses, its members and reinvesting in
cooperatives operate with a the communities it serves.

SUBSCRIBE TO THE BEACON
$52/ Year-In Area

PO Box 576
Belle Fourche, SD 57717

www.bellefourchebeacon.com

support for its members and

%)ﬂ]‘é your moments with

DAKOTA PETALSG

605.723.1678 | DakotaPetals.com

New CBH facilityjustwest of Hwy 21 2 & 85 infersec';trid;n.
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Human Library From A1

Each with a particular interest
and background. The book will
book will talk about a topic and
the readers can ask questions,
and the book will respond.”
With quiet, unassuming com-
posure Todd added something
profoundly simple, “There will
always be someone out there
who needs what you have to
give.”

As of this writing, there are
three scheduled talking books
who will speak at the first
Human Library Event Presenta-
tion on March 21st at the Belle
Fourche Senior Center form 2-4
PM.

The speakers Barb Uhrig,
Margie LaDue, and Colleen
Brunner are venerable women
with regional roots.

Margie LaDue (Courtesy
photo)

Colleen Brunner (Courtesy
photo)

Barb Uhrig is a Newell artist.
She is also a Shepard who has
raised purebred Cheviot sheep
for the past 35 years or so. Barb
fell in love with the Cheviot
breed. She adored their alert
clean faces and beautiful legs.
Barb also shears each one her-
self using only her hand shears
or blades. She vaccinates, sorts,
selects breeding pairs and helps
the sheep in lambing.

Shearing with blades is an
art. The process helps Barb
know which fleece she wants to
keep and which she will use to
spin or use for felt work. Barb
started Art in the Barn Fleece
and Fiber Festival in 2010 to
show and to involve the public
in the sheep industry. She
especially wants to involve the
youth.

She has been involved with
the Make it with Wool, the
Newell Ram Show, several
county fairs as a wool judge
and superintendent and has won
numerous fleece awards at the
SD State fair and the national
sheep show in Missouri.

Margie LaDue was born
and raised in Perkins County.
She married Gary LaDue in
1965. They just celebrated their
60th anniversary. They have 3
children and 6 grandchildren.
These days Margie and Gary
live near Newell SD-

Margie was an elementary
school teacher for 33 years. Her
career began in rural Perkins
County and in Bison SD where
she spent 25 years teaching sec-
ond graders. During these years
she shared the story of Hugh
Glass with her students. That
was instrumental in writing the
children’s book, “Crawl into the
Night”, the story of Hugh Glass.
Based on the real event, Margie
takes the liberty of imagining
how the events took place. She
hopes you enjoy her adventure
story as much as she enjoys

Beacon Wed. February 12, 2025

sharing it.

Colleen Brunner now 71,
was raised in southeast Mon-
tana has fond memories of
shopping in Belle Fourche
back in the 1960s. She and
her husband Bruce raised four
children on our farm/feedlot in
Nisland, SD. They now have 12
grandchildren scattered from
Spearfish to Sioux Falls to Tex-
as to Canada. Today, Colleen
works from home providing
seamstress services as well as
crafting items for sale. She is an
officer in the Newell Improve-
ment Corporation charitable
organization and assists with
two different food distributions
in the eastern part of Butte
County.

Her first memory of Belle
Fourche is of her father and
mother, Roy and Kay Rich-
ards, bringing her and her four
siblings to Belle Fourche for
Christmas shopping. Colleen
recalls “Dad took us into the
Bank of Belle Fourche, parked
us on the foot riser by the teller
booths while he obtained $20
for each of us kids. The kids
walked State Street shopping
in the many stores, Frey’s
Hardware, Beckers Drug, J.C.
Pennys, Gambles and a host of
others. All the while Christmas
carols played from the speak-
ers set high atop the buildings.
“The stores stayed open late,
and magic was in the air while
the Christmas decorations glis-
tened up and down the street.”
Colleen remembered.

The Human Library event
promises to be a rich experience
on March 21st. Todd Keller
invites anyone who is interest-
ed in participating in a Human
Library event or who have
questions to feel free to contact
him at 605 569-2689 or email
jnixon269@gmail.com or leave
a message at the Silver Lining
Center.

From A1 Calendars

thing,” explained Jada Udager,
Collections Archivist. “But
when it comes to the actual
artifacts, then with our collec-
tions, I have information on
some things.” She explained
that some of the calendars in
the exhibit were donated, while
some were already contained in
the collection.

Udager shared a variety of ways
that artifacts come into the mu-
seum. For this exhibit, Bob Wil-
liams, a Belle Fourche local and
a museum volunteer, brought in
some calendars from his father’s
furniture store from years ago.
A family from Arizona discov-
ered boxes of memorabilia from
Belle Fourche and decided to

send it back to the museum.
“They sent me, like, nine boxes
of things, and there’s a lot of
calendars in there, and a lot of
greeting cards,” said Udager.

The calendar mini exhibit will
run through the second week of
April, with the next mini exhibit
planned to be about the Fire of
1895.

The latest mini exhibit at the Tri-State Museum is abot caI-.
endars. Heitz photo
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Edward Jones

Shannon L. Rolando
Financial Advisor

1407 5th Avenue

Belle Fourche, SD 57717

Bus. 605-569-7979 - Fax 855-221-2509

shannon.rolando@edwardjones.com
edwardjones.com/shannon-rolando
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FARM BUREAU
FINANCIAL SERVICES

Registered Representative

2111 5th Ave Belle Fourche, SD 57717
(605) 892-2120

Black Hills Vision Care
“Keeping Your Future in Focus”

Optometrist

Dr. Heidi Nash Steve Jewett

December White

= = WS - e605-892-2020
1830 5th Avenue Belle Fourche

‘ Opticians

118 5th Avenue Belle Fourche, D 57717
D Phone: 605.892.2802
bcrepair2@rushmore.com

Josh Bunney, Manager

Doug Larson,DC «eee Cory Whalen,DC

« Total Spine & Joint Health
« Foot Levelers Custom Orthitics
+ DOT Physicals
« Sports and Work Physicals
» Most Insurance Accepted -

TRIFSTATE

I:.EEE]I BOE-4845 | (200) 4674845
1515 5th &ve. Suite 101 Belle Fowrche, S0 57717

Checking on the Money

Betty Bruner

news@bellefourchebeacon.com
BELLE FOURCHE-During the
regular meeting of the Butte
County Commissioners Febru-
ary 4, several comments were
brought up that questioned the
money trail at the county.

Commissioner Tom Brunner

urged the commissioners and
county staff to make purchases
within the county. He said it
would benefit the county to buy
local.

During Public Comment
Sue Broadhurst questioned
where county money is going
for things that in her opinion
shouldn’t be paid for by the
county. She also noted that there
seemed to be too many employ-
ees in the Auditor’s Office. Even
though the county business has
gotten bigger, Broadhurst felt
that the office had gotten too
large.
“Taxes are raised because of
spending,” she said and noted
that each department needs to
use money more wisely.

Dale Simanton pointed out
that the roads in the county are
in “terrible shape” and need

to be rebuilt. He had recently
traveled the Orman Road and
said that it was not only rough,
but dangerous.

He thought that the Highway
Committee should be made up
of two people who know roads
and how to take care of them.
There has been more work in
the basement of the Adminis-
tration Building. The carpet has
not been completed yet but is
getting closer to finish.

Auditor Annie Capp ex-
plained that property tax bills
had not been sent out at this
time because of errors in pro-
cessing.

The commissioners signed
a resolution in opposition of
the mandatory electronic id
(MEID) livestock tags. Present-
ly, the federal government has
implemented a mandate to use a
system that tracks animals from
birth to slaughter by using an
electronic EID system.
According to the resolution
the mandate is “far overreach-
ing, intrusive, and potentially
circumvents privacy laws,
threatening the livelihood of
independent cattle and bison

Welcome to Butte County, South Dakota'

producers” and that “the Butte
County Commissioners vehe-
mently opposes the implemen-
tation of any EID mandate by
the USDA, with the suggestion
that funds currently earmarked
for this program be reallocated
to efforts to restore import stan-
dards that protect all livestock
producers and consumers from
introduction to foreign animal
disease.”

Commissioner Brunner ex-
plained that Meade County had
adopted a similar resolution, but
Lawrence has resisted.

“This goes back to the Stock-
growers and NCBA having
opposing views,” he said.
According to Brunner, the
resolution really doesn’t have
any teeth, but it does tell ranch-
ers they are supported in this
county.

Commissioner James Ager
added, “Leave it up to stock
growers to decide what to use.”
Calvin Fickbohm commented,
“We’ve had lots of systems in
place for years,” and they still
work.

A quote was approved by the
commissioners for labor and
material required to replace the
control panel in the transfer
switch for the generator at the
courthouse.

The $9,900 quote does not
include rerouting the feeder
pipe or installation of a new
transfer cabinet. The genera-
tor is important to power the
courthouse in times of electrical
outages. The Sherift’s Depart-
ment and Dispatch are housed
in the building and are essential
for use in an emergency event.
The next Butte County Com-
mission meeting will be Tues-
day, February 18 at 9:30 a.m. in
the Butte County Courthouse.

ASSESSMENT NOTIC
ARRIVING MARCH 1, 2025

Assessment notices will be arriving in your mailbox so
please check your assessment notice for an
Owner-Occupied Classification. Call the Director of
Equalization if this property qualifies but does not have
it. Complaint on your assessment may be made to your
local Township or Municipal Board of Equalization by
filing a written notice of appeal with the clerk of the
local board of equalization no later than March 13, 2025
(postmarked by deadline is considered timely)

or by April 1, 2025 for County Board of

Equalization.

Z /" Please call Butte County Equalization
// at (605) 892-3950 or visit https://ww
buttesd.org/director-of-equalization

for more information.

Respectfully Submitted: Cristina Wilson
Butte County Director of Equalization

Special Concert
February 16th

Sunday February 16, 2:00 pm-
“American Treasures,” a
special concert celebrat-
ing the lively and diverse
music of America, will
be performed at the
Spearfish United Church
of Christ. Performers
include Rodney Garnett,
Katrina Garnett, flutes:
INancy Roberts, sopra-
no, and Janeen Larsen,
pianist.

The hour-long concert
will include refreshing
arrangements of folk
songs, spirituals, jazz,
and songs form music
theater.

Donations for the Northern Hills SOS
(Sources of Support) are appreciated.

Nancy Rberts
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PHONES: 1-800-249-1995 » 605-642-2200 » FAX 605-642-7628

Our Internet Address: www.stongelivestock.com E-mail: stonge@rushmore.com
We appreciate your business. Call any one of us any time if you have stock to sell. We are glad to come to your ranch.

Justin Tupper ~ Cattle Yards Manager
605-680-0259
Brooke Tupper ~ Office Mgr. 605-642-2200
Doug Dietterle ~ Auctioneer 605-788-2963

Randy Searer ~ Auctioneer 406-480-1974
Tim Tetrault ~ Fieldman: 605-642-9792 «
605-641-0328

Ray Pepin ~ Fieldman: 605-892-5072
Tyler Escott ~ Fieldman: 406-853-5690
Scott Crowser ~ Fieldman: 605-645-2654

o
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Casey Humble ~ Fieldman: 605-490-9829
Kelly Baker ~ Fieldman: 605-569-3007
JL Driskill ~ Fieldman: 307-660-5422

ST. ONGE LIVESTOCK Now Broadcasts our Sales live on the internet at WWW.CATTLEUSA.COM

Friday, February 14, 2025

Feeder Cattler & Replacement Heifer Special

9 AM - Weigh Up Cows, 12 Noon - Bred Cows followed by

Feeder Cattle
BT-Braning Time Shots  PC-PreCondition Shots DF-Drug Free
BV-Bangs Vaccinated NI-No Implants
Feeder Cattle
Lightning Ridge — 172 Blk Strs — 600-700 - BT, PC
102 Bk Hirs — 550-650¢ - BT, PC
Richard & Stacy Hamison - 120 Blk Strs & Hifrs - 575-700# - BT, PC
Lefingwell & Slovek — 100 Blk Strs — 625-725# - BT, PC, NI
Hutchinson Ranch — 90 Red Angus Strs - 450-600# - BT, PC
Gotferson Ranch—90 Bk Hirs —550-600# — BT, PC, Poured, Weaned
KC Ranch—80 Red Strs & Hfrs —500-650# - BT, PC
Leon Minor—75 Strs—675-750#
Ivan Cranston - 75 Herf & F-1 Strs & Hirs — 575-675#- BT, PC, Poured, Ni— No Hirs Kept
Jack Duprel & Sons - 70 Blk & Red Strs — 700-800# - BT, PC
Dale Knutson - 70 Blk & Red Strs & Hirs — 700-800# - BT, PC
Heler & Schuchard — 65 Blk Hirs - 625-675# - BT, PC, Poured, BV
Tim Komes — 60 Herf & Few Blk Baldy Hirs — 550-600# - BT, PC, BV, Poured, Weaned
S &L Sheep Ranch - 50 Blk Hrs — 700-725# - BT, PC, Poured, BV
Ron Grubl - 30 Char & Red Hirs - 600-650# - BT, PC
Pearson Ranch - 30 Bk F-1 Hirs - 650-725#- BT, PC, No Brands, BV — Replacement Type
Mike & Karen Dirks — 30 Blk F-1 Hirs — 600-650¢ - BT, PC, BV, No Hirs Kept
Wolf Ranch - 25 Blk F-1 Hfrs — 625-675# - BT, PC, BV — Replacement Type
Jim Geis — 20 Bl F-1 Hirs — 550-600# - BT, PC, BV — No Hirs Ket
Darrel & Kristi Steffes — 15 Blk Strs & Hirs — 600-650# - BT, PC, Hirs-BV
Roger Joseph - 10 Mostly Blk Strs & Hfrs — 650-700#- BT, PC

Plus more by sale time!

2025 CATTLE SALES

February 21st - Bred Heifer & Cow Special - Selling All Classes Of Cattle

February 26th - Feeder Cattle & Replacement Hir Special - Selling All Classes Of Cattle
March 7th - Bred Heifer & Cow Special - Selling Al Classes Of Cattle

March 14th - Feeder Cattle & Replacement Hir Special - Selling All Classes Of Cattle
March 21st - Bred Heifer & Cow Special - Selling All Classes Of Cattle

March 28th - Feeder Cattle & Replacement Hfr Special - Selling All Classes Of Cattle
April 4th - Bred Heifer & Cow Special - Selling Al Classes Of Cattle

April 11th - Feeder Cattle & Replacement Hfr Special - Selling All Classes Of Cattle
April 18th - Pair & Bred Cow Special - Selling All Classes Of Cattle

April 25th - Feeder Cattle & Replacement Hir Special - Selling All Classes Of Cattle

NEWELL SHEEP YARDS

611 S Dartmouth Ave
Newell, SD 57760

1-800-409-4149 - 605-456-2348
FAX: 605-456-2436

Barney Barnes Sheep Yards Fieldman : Gilbert Wood
Mgr. - 605-641-2333 605-456-2400

. 605-641-7100
Auctioneer: Cody Tupper
605-569-3589 Fieldman : Dustin Vining
605-354-9966

St. Onge Livestock
We are reps for PERIgG 28

SUPERIOR LIVESTOCK AUCTION ’ém ;
¥ /4

D
Video Auction Time is Coming up very, quickly -
If you are considering filming your Calves or Yearlings for Fall Delivery

Contact Us For Your Video Marketing Needs

NEWELL SHEEP YARDS

Thursday, February 13, 2025
Regular Sale 1:00 PM
Please have animals in by 10:00 AM
So they can all be weighed before the sale!

177H ANNUAL ST ONGE LIVESTOCK

CoNsIGNMENT MACHINERY AUCTION
Sunday, April 27, 2025
St Onge Livestock parking lot, St Onge, SD 57779
Starting at 10:00 am - Tractors will sell at 1:00 pm
NOW TAKING CONSIGNMENTS

Auction conducted by BLACK HILLS AUCTION COMPANY
Doug Dietterle ~ 605-788-.
Justin Tupper ~ 605-680- 0259
Cody Tupper ~ 605-569-3589

-5 ',.” erms of the sale are cash, bankable check or credit card.
Announcements made the day of sale take precedence.
Not responsible for accidents. Concessions will be available.

2025 SHEEP SALES
February 20th - Bred Ewe Special - Selling All Classes Of Sheep & Goats
February 27th - Regular Sale - Selling All Classes Of Sheep & Goats
March 6th - Regular Sale - Selling All Classes Of Sheep & Goats
March 13th - Bred Ewe Special - Selling All Classes Of Sheep & Goats
March 20th - Regular Sale - Selling All Classes Of Sheep & Goats
March 27th - Regular Sale - Selling All Classes Of Sheep & Goats
April 3rd - Bred Ewe Special - Selling All Classes Of Sheep & Goats
April 10th - Regular Sale - Selling All Classes Of Sheep & Goats
April 17th - Regular Sale - Selling All Classes Of Sheep & Goats
April 24th - Bred Ewe Special - Selling All Classes Of Sheep & Goats
May 1st- Regular Sale - Selling All Classes Of Sheep & Goats
May 8th - Regular Sale - Selling All Classes Of Sheep & Goats
May 15th - New Crop Lamb Special - Selling All Classes Of Sheep & Goats
May 22nd - Regular Sale - Selling All Classes Of Sheep & Goats
May 29th - New Crop Lamb Special - Selling All Classes Of Sheep & Goats

2025 SPRING BULL SALES
February 21st- Lewis Brothers Angus Bull Sale
March 28th - Mills Cattle Co Angus Bull Sale
April 4th - Ck Bar Ranch Sim-Angus Bull Sale
April 11th - Cactus Cattle Company Angus Bull Sale
April 18th - Baker Lemar Angus Bull Sale
April 25th - Jordan Cattle Co Sim Angus & Angus Bull Sale
May 16th - Tum-Out Bull Sale

2nD ANNUAL SPRING CoiN, GuN & WESTERN
MEMORABILIA AUCTION

May 10 & 11, 2025
Moose Lodge, Belle Fourche, SD
MAY 10th Currency Auction - MAY 11th Gun & Western Memorbilia
NOW TAKING CONSIGNMENTS
Don't miss the auctlon live or online at http://BlackHillsAuction.hibid.com/auctions/current

Auction Conducted by Black Hills Auction Co
Justin Tupper ~ 605-680-0259
Doug Dietterle ~ 605-788-2963

Attenton to all sheep & goat producers: It i required that every male & female anmal over the age of 12
months have a scrapies tag i place fo sell. These tags can be obtained by the producer for FREE by
calling 1-866-873-2624. Ifthey come to the sale bam without being tagged, you will be charged $4/hd

for our vetto do them. Please callus if you have any questions.

Cody Tupper ~ 605-569-3589

St Onge Livestock has a receiving station for the Gillette Area every Thursday. It is on
Northern Drive in Gillette. Call Doug Miller at 307-660-0960 fo let him know what is
coming. You can unload all day every Thursday until 3 pm. You pay receiving station
fee of $3 per head & $2.50/cwt for trucking. You can also call Justin Tupper at 605-680-

0259 & he can let them know your cattle are coming also.

THE BROADUS RECEIVING STATION IS TAKING CATTLE EVERY THURSDAY FOR OUR
SALES ON FRIDAY. You can drop your cattle off every Thursday by 3pm. You pay receiving
station fee of $3 per head & $2.50/cwt for trucking. For more information, call Tyler or

Brandy Escott at 406-421-5579 or 406-951-1666 or Justin Tupper at 605-680-0259.

Grossenburg.com O ® 0

Winner, SD Pierre, SD
605-842-2040  605-224-1631

Bloomfield, NE Hartington, NE

Philip, SD
605-859-2636

Wayne, NE

Belle Fourche, SD
605-892-2621

402-373-4449  402-254-3908  402-375-3325

USED JOHN DEERE SKID STEERS

*Based on approved credit and 30% down payment required, offer ends 2728/2025:

Get more muscle for your money at Grossenburg with great low-rate financing on
the used equipment you need to succeed! Stop by in-store or shop online to complete

your fleet for less today.

Beresford, SD
605-763-5020

Sundance, WY
307-283-2971

2

JOHN DEERE

L GrossenBURG

IMPLEMENT INCORPORATED
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M|Ck B H arrison S Email: mickart@mickharrison.com
www.MickHarrison.com
0Z\t't15t5 ‘iecense Mailing Address:
Mick Harrison Paintings
~and other wondeements, PO Box 457 Belle Fourche, SD 57717

First Responder
oil

The inspiration for this came
from the Piedmont valley fire
of several years ago.

Gule;

11363 US Hwy 212 - Belle Fourche, SD 57717
605-892-2230

2019 SVL95- 2 ngh Flow

One Owner - Local Trade
$62,000

Low Rate Financing WAC

Local Brews.
Endless Flavors.

Large selection of Locally

CBH CO-OP Brewed Craft Beers BARREL

Always Running

LIGUOR

/ < Buffalo

RANCH SUPPLY

HERD HEALTH IS OUR FOCUS AT
BUFFALO RANCH SUPPLY

Open: Monday - Friday 7:30am-6pm
307 US HWY 85 - Buffalo, SD 57720 - 605-375-3767
www.buffaloranchsupply.com

s 605-569-2397 oo

WENGER

Sales / Installation / Service / Residential / Commercial
Need a new door? Old door need repair? Call:

* 25+ years experience
* Now serving the Northern Black Hills
* Flatwork * Walls * Additions

* Mini Excavator Work
www.nadigconcrete.com

: f
» ALFALFA HAY &
RURESA

# APPROX. 8504 3X3X8 SQUARES @

Call: 605-645-7484 or 605-645-7571

Warren Carpentry & Painting
N Greg Warren

Q : : 2121 Frannie Circle
’ 4 Belle Fourche, SD 57717

T (605) 830-1193

‘\’ Licensed & Insured

A A
-. _llé

AUER CONTRACTING LLC.

TAKING CARE OF PEOPLE SINCE 2020

Experienced in remodels, roofing, decks,

windows, siding, handyman projects,
hail/storm repair, local, and professional service.
We answer the calls when others don't.
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“Looking Back in Belle” Sponsored by:

) Pioneer Bank & Trust

700 State Strest |

Belle Fourche

(605) 892-2536

Local.

Looking Back in Belle

Looking Back In Belle --

from the Tri-State Museum.

141 years ago
Deadwood Pioneer-Times
May 14, 1884

Demores This is the name
that has been given to the new
town that has been established
in the forks, just above the
junction of the Belle Fourche
and Redwater. Surveyor White
returned yesterday from the
new city, having completed
the survey and the plats will be
completed in a few days. We
are informed by the mana-
gement that as soon as the
material can be delivered on
the ground a hotel and four or
five buildings for stores will be
erected. A gentleman in this
city received a letter from the
Marquis DeMores yesterday,
in which he stated that he had
just concluded arrangements for
placing a stage line on the road
from Medora to the new town
of DeMores. He also stated that
he was then corresponding with
parties in regard to the building
of a railroad from Medora to the
Hills, and he confidently some
good news in a few days. From
another source we learned that
an engineer corps was now in
the field making a preliminary
survey from Medora, with De-
Mores as the objective point.

140 years ago
Deadwood Pioneer-Times
May 22, 1885

Leaking Out For reasons
best know to themselves, all
parties interested in the Daed-
wood and Redwater railroad,
maintian the greatest reticence
here at home concerning their
plans and prospects, but are
less circumspect when abro-
uad, judging by an article in
the Pierre Signal, which paper
having interviewed W. L. Smith
during that gentleman’s recent
to that city, publishes a lengthy
article relative to the propo-
sed road, in part as follows:
“Some five years ago a charter
was obtained for this narrow
guage railway to run it to the
Hay creek coal fileds, 35 miles
northwest of Deadwood. The
road was surveyed severla times
and estimates of its constuction
furnished. This was done by the
then owners of the Hay Creek
coal fileds. Since that time
work has been steadily pushed
upon the coal mines and title to
several thousand acrea has been
acquired. The principal owners
now are New York, Philadel-
phia and St Paul capitalists. The
principal mover in this project
is Mr. Seth Bullock, of Dead-
wood. The main tunnel in the
coal mine is in several hundred
feet in a horizantal vein of
coal seven feet thick. Shafts at
various points penetrate several
paralled veins. The ,ain vein,
however, is a very superior
grade of bituminous coal which
ahs the appearance of hard coal
and cokes beautifully. There is
enough coal in sight to sup-
ply the entire northwest. The
railway will now be pushed
to completion this summer. In
converation recently with Mr.

These articles come from newpaper microfilm from the Belle
Fourche Public library, using a new microfilm reader and printer. The photographs are

Smith, the constructing engine-
er, he informed us that the iron
and supplies would begin to

be laid at once. The iron from
Pittsburg will go in via, the N.
P. R’wu., and down at DeMo-
res, Bullock’s new town on the
Belle Fourche, at the mouth of
Hay creek, this being 160 miles
from Medora, on the N. P. R.R.
The ties will be got out in the
Hills at an average cost of 16
cenets each.

The Marquis DeMores has
recently been successful in
interesting capital to build a
broad guage road from Me-
dora to DeMores. About 50
miles of this will be completed
in 1885 and the remainder in
1886. At DeMores the broad
gauge will receive coal from
the mines nine miles distant.”
In the main, the above corro-
borates previous declaration of
the TIMES and much else to
which we are not at liberty to
refer. That work will speedily
begin on the grade is assured
from semi-official sources and
that it will be pushed to early
completion, may reasonably be
assumed. As already stated by
the TIMES, on authority, the
road will be in operation by the
first of November.

138 years ago
Deadwood Pioneer-Times
May 21, 1887

Marquis DeMores Bagged
New York, May 19 — Marquis
DeMores was arrested today
on an order issued by Jud-
ge Donahue, based upon an
affidavit of Samuel Grimshaw
to the affect that in his belief
the marquis was about to leave
the country, and had disposed
of all his property with intent to
defraud his creditors. Grimshaw
had a suit pending against
DeMores for $30,000 dama-
ges, for breach of contract. He
claims he contracted to assist
the marquis or the Comsumers’
Meat company to obtain control
fo the retail butcher stalls in
New York, and was to be paid
in stock and made one of the
directors of the company. He
atteges he carried out his part of
the agreement and spent large
sums in advertising the great
co=operative schemes, but has
found that the marquis has no
synidcate of capisslists backing
him, as he claimed, and that
the whole scheme has fallen
through. He therefore seeks to
recover damages. The marquis
furnished $2,500 bail and was
released.

The MARQUIS DeMORES
sLucy Peterson’s “Lines from
Long Ago” Belle Fourche Bee
published in the Butte County,
South Dakota A History, 1988.

Eight years before Belle
Fourche was founded there was
a nucleus of a village on what
is now Fourth Avenue, north
of the railroad tracks. It began
with a stage station on a line
established from Medora, Da-
kota Territory, to Deadwood by
the Marquis DeMores, who had
located a cattle ranchand the

by Mary Buchholz

town of Medora, named after
his wife, on the Little Missouri
River. Stations on stage were
located at distances apart which
were the mileage considered a
fast driven tema could negotiate
without rest and food. Hardly
was the station on the Belle
Fourche River in operation until
a nearby “whiskey emporium”
was in full swing with gathe-
rines of thirsty cowboys and
others. At the time Minnesela
was the only town in the area
north of the Black Hills. The
women of that little town would
be “dry.” When the Medora-De-
adwood stage line station was
located on the river instead of
at Minnesela, the residents of
that town were peeved. To add
to their chagrin, there was the
saloon, only three miles away —
not far on a good cowpony.

The Marquis DeMores, who
had established the stage line
with the expectation of its
becoming an important pas-
senger, freight, and mail line,
was descended from one of the
noble families of France. He
was educated in England and
had served in the French army
as a cavalry officer. He was
tall, well proporationed and
attractive and was gentlemanly
and courteous with a pleasing
friendly personality. He had
come into Dakota Territory in
the early 1880’s planning to go
extensively into cattle raising on
the range and building a large
slaughter house to compete with
the beef trust. The stage line
proved unprofitable. He was
unable to get the mail contact
on which he had depended for
income. There were no surfa-
ced roads, no bridges on creeks
and gullies. In wet weather the
strip of gumbo was impassable
and in winter months at times
snow diles deep in drifts. After
a few trips the stage line ceased
to exist. He tried many other
schemes while in Dakota, all of
which ended in failure. DeMo-
res returned to France in the
early 1890’s. He finally died
in the Tunisian desert in 1896
when he was led into an anbush
while working on his latest
scheme, uniting the Mohamme-
dans against the English.

Lucy Peterson,
writer & journist

SUBSCRIBE TO THE BEACON

$52

PO Box 576, Belle Fourche, SD 57717
Your Consideration is Appreciated!

CANDLES AND MIRRORS #18
By DeAnn Kruempel

“One Good Egg Deserves Another”

It’s so cold my
chickens are layin’
frozen eggs!” Buck
and Roy told corny
jokes between their
guitar strumming
refrains of Crip-
ple Creek. It was
called “Pickin’ and
Grinnin’ and was
a regular feature
on the TV series
Hee Haw. It’s been pretty cold
in Iowa, but I have yet to find
a frozen egg this winter. I do
remember occasionally finding
one in our chicken coop when
we were growing up. It had split
open and I could see the frozen
white part inside. Mom put it
in a cup and poured cold water
to thaw it. It was baked into the
next batch of cookies. “Waste
not, want not,” Mom quoted.
Buck and Roy and Mom remind
me of old jokes, idioms, phrases
and stories. I can’t help but
scratch up some more—about
chickens!

My chickens seldom let an
egg freeze because they suffer
from empty nest syndrome. Yes
sirree, Foghorn Leghorn! The
girls in my coop have a hen
party every time they decide
to deposit their precious nest
eggs. Goldie shimmies into the
middle nest box. She preens and
tucks in a wisp of soft down to
feather the nest. Eventually, she
plops out a big brown egg. In
typical Mother Hen fashion, she
sits on it a while and ponders
the age-old question, “What
came first, the chicken or the
egg?”’

Meanwhile, back in
the coop, Mattie has a cack-
leberry about to drop and is
thinking that Goldie is lollygag-
ging. Heaven forbid that Mattie
use one of the empty nests. She
neglects Dad’s sage advice:
“Don’t put all your eggs in one
basket.”

“She thinks she rules the
roost!” Mattie clucks as she
waddles, clinching more than
her teeth. “I don’t mean to ruffle
your feathers, Goldie, but I’'m
walking on eggshells here!”
Mattie is getting madder than a
wet hen.

Counting her chick-
ens before they are hatched,
Goldie sits. At last, she stands,
stretches, and stately struts off
the nest. Mattie decides one
good egg deserves another and
rushes in to deposit her speck-
led brown egg next to Goldie’s.
The old biddy also remains on

Light & Medium

Towmg&l?ecouery 605.641.5194

e the eggs for a while.

¥ /| It is quite warm and
cozy in the nest with

- ‘_;_- three hen fruit snuggled

about Rooster Cogburn.
What’s that? Had she
said his name out loud?
Dolly just popped her
head in and tittered
gleefully that Mattie
had her stories scram-
bled. Then Dolly had the nerve
to ask if Mattie was ever going
to leave the nest. “You’re no
spring chicken, you know!”

“Well, if that doesn’t just
stick in your craw!” thought
Mattie as she raised her hackles
and glared at Dolly. Some hot
chicks thought they were all
that and a box of Chicken in
a Biscuit. Mattie warmed the
eggs a bit longer. Finally, she
sauntered off the nest. With a
cocky grin, she went eye-to-
eye with Dolly and told her
she walked like a roly-poly
penguin! Then, as quick as you
can say “sunny side up,” Mattie
flew the coop.

Now we know why the eggs
don’t freeze. All the girls lay
in the same two nests. And
they take their time doing it.
Though some may seem a bit
henpecked, they get along quite
well, cackling happily because
even on the most frigid days,
they have something to crow
about.

Chickens are also famous
in children’s literature, though
the stories are not all they are
cracked up to be. Chicken Little
cried, “The sky is falling!” one
too many times. I think dumb
clucks are scarce as hens’ teeth,
but Chicken Little did end up
with egg on her face.

Then there was the

Little Red Hen. She woke up
with the chickens. She took her
children under her wing. She
never chickened out. She free-
ranged. She crossed the road.
“Why?” you ask. To make you
grin! Think of more common
chicken sayings. If you can, the
yolk’s on me!

More to Cackle About!

All of the stories from Kruem-
pel’s previous columns have
been published into books to
keep you smiling and remem-
bering! Those four books,
along with her historical fiction
series, “Promises to Keep,” are
available on Amazon and make
great gifts. Contact the author
at deannkruempelauthor@
gmail.com.

John M. Tracy

Fax 605.723.0067

24 HOUR
Jump Starts

Roadside Assistance
Lockouts

ROOFING, GUTTERS,
SIDING, FASCIA,
DowNSPOUTS

ROOFING %_RE-ROOFING SPECIALIST

BrLAcK HILLS AND SURROUNDING AREAS

| ,

*» NEW ROOFING

FREE ESTIMATES & INSPECTIONS

WE WILL WORK

WITH YOUR INSURANCE

Licensed and In your protection.

Poly Pipe
17, 11/4711/2”7, &

2,000’ Rolls

WINNING COMBINATION WOODFORDIOWA

YARD HYDRANTS
Model Y34 &Y'I

2" in stock

(IN STOCK)

WELLS PLUMBING
& SUPPLIES

605-892-2613 * 1700 5th Avenue

8-5 Monday-Friday

8-12 Saturday - Closed Sunday

e ey
]
1)

AR ¥ard Wydrants a 410" WET drain hals in the vahe bady.

s
Y34 Y1 |«

Y DAKOTA SCOUT

The Dakota Scout is a South Dakota owned, sourced and printed independent operation co-founded by Ellis and Sneve. Together, they
have more than 30 years of combined experience in South Dakota journalism that have earned them reputations as dogged reporters who'’ve
not lost touch with their neighbors’ sensibilities. Be in the Know!

Stay on top of what’s happening at the state Capitol in Pierre and around the state with breaking news, investigative reporting and a con-

stant drumbeat of information about the world around you. www.thedakotascout.com - www.facebook.com/TheDakotaScout

The Dakota Scout, a journal of South Dakota politics, government and culture that features journalism b2

from veteran reporters Jonathan Ellis and Joe Sneve. Newsletters can be sent directly to your inbox and
you can receive the state’s top political podcast - The Scouting Report. Look it up today.

\ RGBS 'y
Jonathan Ellis & Joe Sneve
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216 Main St.
Buffalo, SD 57720
605-375-3322

/\\Buffalo

H A. R D W A R E www.buffalohardwarestore.com

A word | know, six letters
it contains, remove one
letter and 12 remains.
What is it?

M-F 7:30am-6pm - Saturday 8am-5pm
Closed Sunday

r  Follow us on Faceboo
B for blweekly auctions!
facebook.com/buffalohardwarestor

IRRIGAT ION PRCS

SPRINKLER SYSTEMS#

Answer: Dozens.

FREE ESTIMATES AND LANDSCAPING ©

gC. Fast, Friendly Servieel
" ler SySIEy DOUGLAS PETRE
Installation &

605.580.1807,

lle Fourche SD, 5771 74
DirtWorks@norcell.us|

Maintainence
elandscaping
*Retaining Walls

@m & Husgvarna m@m

2940 Aspen Drive « Spearfish, SD 57783
605-641-9388

Black Hills Equipment Rentals
Sales and Service

NO JOB IS TOO BIG
OR TOO SMALL!

Come check out our service department where we
service all makes and models of equipment.

www.blackhillsequipmentrentals.com

SEPTIC SYSTEMS - BASEMENTS - DUMP TRUCK

BENJAMIN CHENEY

605-569-6151
REDWATER

EXCAVATING Plojob tao small!
REDWATEREXCAVATING@NORCELL.US

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED - FREE ESTIMATES!

No Job is Too B.ig' or Too smal

T & T Construction

General Contractor
Tom Kinter

Serving the Tri-State Area'Since 1990

<Additions
-Roofing/Siding
.Remodeling
<All Phases of Construction

1200 Elkhorn St. Belle Fourche, SD 57717
Office: (605) 568-0268 Cell: (605) 569-0718

Shawn D. Stinton, D.C.
Stinton Chiropractic Clinic, P.C.

517 Grant Street
Belle Fourche, SD 57717
(605) 892-4909

C
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P “Consider chiropractic care first.
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THE BBANBING [RGN STEAKHGUSE & SOCIAL CLUB

10979 US nghway 85 Belle Fourche (605) 892 2503

Prime Rib every Friday &
Saturday ready at 5:00!

Daily Drink Specials
Coldest beer in town

Full bar and wine list

High quality beef and
chicken

Full service catering
Restaurant with seating
for 110

Event equipment rental

f "EARL, YOU AINT AS TOUGH AS YOU USED TO BE...ITS N
| ONLY TWENTY BELOW TODAY, AND WE COULD' VE DONE THIS A
YESTERDAY WHEN IT WAS THIRTY BELOW

STEAKHOUISE

= EA [l R
Qs ! ! -~ « |4

Need convenient Storage?

Check out this
white & black 10x16
lofted metal building

On Sale Now
ASK ABOUT DISCOUNTS!
%\ OLD HICKORY

19060 US HWY 85
Many Siytes to Choose From o) | o FOURCHE, SD 57717
CLOSED TUESDAYS 605-723-5952

w2 _
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=5 DAKOTAMART
600 National St.

Belle Fourche, SD
605-892-4330

STEAMHDUSE
= SALMDN

518 National St.
Belle Fourche, SD
605-568-0121

19079 US-85
Belle Fourche, SD
605-892-2503

LUEDERS (R055R04DS @ ’
FOODCENTERS Farnily Stylc :Rcstaum: it . P’Lza ﬂ“r—
40 5th Ave. 16 N 5th Ave. 1824 5th Ave.

Belle Fourche, SD
605-892-6375

Belle Fourche, SD
605-892-2270

Belle Fourche, SD
605-892-2671

SUBSCRIBE TO THE BEACON
$52 ONLINE OR LOCAL
www.bellefourchebeacon.com
PO Box 576, Belle Fourche, SD 57717

ASSESSMENT NOTICES]
ARRIVING MARCH 1, 2025

Assessment notices will be arriving in your mailbox so
please check your assessment notice for an
Owner-Occupied Classification. Call the Director of
Equalization if this property qualifies but does not have
it. Complaint on your assessment may be made to your
local Township or Municipal Board of Equalization by
filing a written notice of appeal with the clerk of the
local board of equalization no later than March 13, 2025

(postmarked by deadline is considered timely)
or by April 1, 2025 for County Board of
Equalization.

'/ Please call Butte County Equalization
at (605) 892-3950 or visit https://www.
buttesd.org/director-of-equalization
for more information.

Respectfully Submitted: Cristina Wilson
Butte County Director of Equalization
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ﬁ_\ Toll Free: 800-894-8684
w&//tééé Office: 605-892-2655

LIVESTOCK MARKET Fax: 605-892-3142

18662 Livestock Road ¢ Belle Fourche, SD 57717 « www.bellefourchelivestock.com

e Carttlmerde Plivrkes - “Pltere Sinyero £ colllre come Zogedsier it corgiiderce!”

T JADE HARPER FIELDMEN
S LINCH Auctioneer: 605-515-0337
_ OWNER - COLLIN GiBs BRETT LOUGHLIN - 605-210-0615 | SHANE MOKE - 605-641-7961 SCOTT ANDERSON - 406-351-1844
uctioneer: 406-939-0645
CELL - 605-892-5951 DAN PIROUTEK MIKE GREENOUGH - 307-620-2597 | TYLER GAER - 605-222-9513 RILEY LESH - 406-697-0573
OFFICE - 605-892-2655 g":&(;t:g:iwﬁgf;544-3316 BEN GREENOUGH - 307-620-5553 JOHN HENRY BEARDSLEY - TREVOR GARMAN - 605-892-5972
Yard Foreman: 605-569-0114 406-853-4938

“SERVING THE TRI-STATE AREA SINCE 1935

UPCOMING SALE SCHEDULE BRED CATTLE & WEIGH UP SPECIAL FEEDERCA%HF%‘P%‘&&PLACEMENT
February 27, 2025......... FEEDER CATTLE & WEIGH UP SPECIAL — WEIGH U
.......................................... UPS @ 10 AM MT, FEEDERS @ 12 MT FEBRUARY 20, 2025 FEBRUARY 13, 2025
March 6, 2025................ BRED CATTLE & WEIGH UP SPECIAL — WEIGH UPS WEIGH UPS @ 10 AM MT | FEEDERS @ 12 MT
.......................................... @ 10 AM MT, BREDS @ 12 MT WEIGH UPS @ 10 AM MT | BREDS @ 12 MT CALVES I X HEART RANCH Y.
March 13, 2025.......... FEEDER CATTLE & WEIGH UP SPECIAL — WEIGH LALIES :
TL BURCH RANCH -SD 60 BLK HFRS
.......................................... UPS @ 10 AM MT, FEEDERS @ 12 MT 180 -BLK 135 STRS ) 42 6LK HEAS So07008
March 20, 2025............... REGULAR SALE — ALL CLASSES @ 10 AM MT ” " 550-600# PC, NI, BV, WEANED, HAY
March 27, 2025........... REGULAR SALE — ALL CLASSES @ 10 AM MT ATTENTION ON-LINE BUYERS PC. NI, POURED, WEANED FED, REPLACEMENT QUALITY,
April 3, 2025............... FEEDER CATTLE & WEIGH UP SPECIAL — WEIGH ON-LINE BUYERS REGISTRATION MUST BE COMPLETED BY 'JANET EVANS -WY ALLBLKS IN TOWN
.......................................... UPS @ 10 AM MT, FEEDERS @ 12 MT WEDNESDAY NOON PRIOR TO SALE DAY. 125 - 115 BLK HFRS / 10 BLK STRS BRIAN & HALE!-LIIE g%gMAYR -SD
April 10, 2025.............. BRED CATTLE & PAIR SPECIAL — WEIGH UPS @ 525-575# 50500 ot
.......................................... 10 AM MT, BREDS & PAIRS @ 12 MT y \ PC, NI, POURED 0L POURED
April 17, 2025.............. FEFDER CATTLE & WEIGH UP SPECIAL — WEIGH : : " : ENNEN & ANSTINE-SD JOE & JANE BURKE-SD
.......................................... UPS @ 10 AM MT, FEEDERS @ 12 MT High Plains Commodities Offices 100 BLK HFRS o0 BLK HERS
April 24,2035 ........... REGULAR SALE — ALL CLASSES @ 10 AM MT Belle Fourche Livestock Market, LLC. . 500
May 1, 2025 FEEDER CATTLE & WEIGH UP SPECIAL — WEIGH Stop in or Call 1-800-888-1432 BN D A D PC, NI, POURED, WEANED
........................... UPS @ 10 AM MT, FEEDERS @ 12 MT \ Kim Kling - Kem Kjerstad / JUSTIN OLESON WY CURREN RANCH -WY
- 50 RED ANG HFRS
May 8, 2025 REGULAR SALE — ALL CLASSES @ 10 AM MT 100 BLK/BWF/SOME HEREF HFRS 500-500
May 15, 2025.............. REGULAR SALE — ALL CLASSES @ 10 AM MT 550-650# PC NI WEANED
May 22, 2025.................. REGULAR SALE — ALL CLASSES @ 10 AM MT RECEIVING STATIONS PC, NI, WEANED 100 DAYS REED VANDERVOORT -SD
May 29, 2025................ REGULAR SALE — ALL CLASSES @ 10 AM MT E T CLABQéngHDCAmﬁSO Wy 25 BLK HFRS
orsyth, 500-600#
_Broadus,MT Scott Anderson | 406-351-1844 800# PC. NI, POURED, WEANED
Travis Linch | 605-892-5951 Jordan,MT PC, NI, BV, NO HFRS KEPT YEARLINGS
chTI-E “sn Ekalaka,MT Jason Bollinger | 406-690-8344 GEORGE & JEAN ETCHEMENDY -WY SD CONSIGNMENT -SD
v . d bid | i Riley Lesh | 406-697-0573 Wvomi 80 BLK HFRS 10 BLK HFRS
'ou can now view and bid on our sales online Brett Loughlin | 6052100615 . yoming 500-550# 1100¢
by visiting CattleUSA.com Mike Greenough | 307-620-2597 PC, NI, WEANED SPAYED

IM-SERIES PLASTIC SEPTIC TANKS

A revolutionary improvement in plastic tank design, offering
exceptional strength comparable to concrete tanks.

Suitable for use as septic tanks, pumpl/trash tanks, cisterns
or rainwater (non-potable) storage/harvesting tanks. 500, 1000, 1500 * 1 or 2 compartment stock

WELLS 1700 5™ AVENUE | BELLE FOURCHE, SD | 605-892-2613
SUPPLY MONDAY - FRIDAY 8AM - 5PM | SATURDAY 8AM - 12PM | CLOSED SUNDAY

WELLS PLUMBING & SUPPLIES

Authorized dealer for all
Vern's Manufacturing Quality Livestock Equipment

, .| In Stock:
ERN S * Gates

* Corral panels

* Round bale feeders
g ° for cattle & sheep,

* Calving pens,

Built in * Chutes, -
South Dakota * 8-12-16 foot Portable Loading Chute
; ttle feed bunks, 12' Long * 32" Inside Width ; |\ 8
bY th? same famlly 'T:)' : ee b UT( s Holds 22 10' or 12' Panels ’ L 4§ g et Rgs?;::g,\;-ﬁu;g;ﬁs_
Since 1964 sheep bunks 2" Ball Coupler ) oG, Fasci.
605-892-2613 8-5 Monday-Friday ROOFIﬁaﬁ;ﬁggﬂgﬁﬁgggﬂiﬁSTs
1700 5th Avenue 8-12 Saturday - Closed Sunday Fmr oy

. NEW ROOFING WE WILL WORK
* TEAR-OFFS WITH YOUR INSURANCE
* STORM/HAIL REFAIR

Shop Services include: EZ Fabrication offers a wide range of services:
300 Ton Press Brake, 5ft Roll to make Agriculture Repairs
THA NK You pipe, Angle Iron Roll, Tubular Roller, and a Fabrication of Industrial Parts
f CNC Plasma Table Installation of various Plant Equipment
or your | L Retail Steel Dealer
cooperation gea\ u",\d‘“ s Stainless Steel, Aluminum, and Cast Brazing
" o\ of . .
e Do Mobile Welding

(\““ e
et
\K\“\«

WITH THE WINTER SEASON, THE BELLE FOURCHE POLICE/CODE ENFORCEMENT E FABRICATIO
DEPARTMENT WOULD LIKE TO REMIND THE PUBLIC ON THE BELLE FOURCHE Z
CITY ORDINANCES CONCERNING SNOW REMOVAL. &221 IWI EBIT FDhI Sl:‘lm?

Email: scott@ezfabricationandwelding.com
jennifer@ezfabricationandwelding.com

Contact Scott Huber / Owner
(605) 892-2220

* Al sidewalks must be cleaned within (24) hours of the last snowfall. Upon the failure of the owner of
abutting property to remove snow or ice from the sidewalks the City may provide for removal and tax the removal expense by
special assessment against the abutting property.

* No person may park or allow to remain parked any vehicle or trailer on any street designated as a snow route during snowfall
or prior to the time said street is cleared of snow by the City. Vehicles or trailers parked on snow routes in violation of this
section may be ticketed andy/or towed at the owner's expense. . /

* Please bring your pets inside during the cold weather. \ s\ blU5-601-JACK

Barber / Cosmetologist

Please contact Clint Haffner-Belle Fourche Code Enforcement Officer at 605-892-4354 . Jack The C Lip P
or visit www.hellefourche.org with any questions. -

Located in The Belle

1411 S5th Ave Ste A -
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BLACK HILLS GOSPEL ASSEMBLY
1/2 Mile east on Hwy 34
210-1374
Kenny Riley, pastor
Sunday: 1 p.m.

Friday: 7:30 p.m.

CHRISTIAN LIFE CENTER
2020 Vista St
892-4767
Dan Carlson, Pastor
Paul Howard, Pastor
Sunday Schedule:

Long Term Care Service 8:45 a.m.
Sunday School: All ages 9:30 a.m.
Fellowship Hour: 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship Service: 10:30 a.m.

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST
OF LATTER DAY SAINTS
1105 Todd St.

John Allred, Bishop
Sunday: 10 a.m. Sacrament Meeting
Sunday School:
1st & 3rd Sundays, 11 a.m.
Priesthood Meeting, Relief Society,
Young Men and Young Women:
11 a.m. 2nd & 4th Sundays

CONNECTION CHURCH (SBC)
613 Sixth ave., Belle Fourche
(605)-210-2150
Pastor Stephen Carson
Worship Pastor Ashton Rone
Associate Pastor Chad Logan
Sunday Worship: 8:30 or 10:15 am

EMMANUEL BAPTIST
Meet at Americinn Conference room
Andy Anderson, Pastor
9am Sunday School 10am church
Men’s Bible Study 10am at
the Senior Center
Women'’s Bible Study Tuesday 9am.
Call for location.
website: ebcbf.org

FIRST BAPTIST
807 8th Ave. 892-4178
Pastor Tim Smith
Sunday: Sunday School - 9:15am
Morning Worship - 10:30am
Wednesday: Salt and Light Youth -
Kindergarten -12th grade
5:00pm Soup & Sandwich
5:30pm - Salt and Light

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL UCC
892-3402
www.bfsoucc.org
717 Jackson St. Sunday:

9:35 a.m. Sunday School
10 a.m. Worship

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
901 Laurel St. Whitewood
(605)-920-1959
Reverand Jill Jennewein
Sunday: 9 a.m. Worship
10:30 a.m. Adult & Teen Bible Study
10:30 a.m. Children’s Sunday School

Sponsored by:

Area Church Se

GLOBAL METHODIST CHURCH
Pastor Sheri Fadley
1804 7th Ave. Belle Fourche
605-892-2405
Worship: Sunday 10:30 am - FB Live
Sunday School 9:30 am
Small Groups & Studies
schedule online at
www.bellefourchegmc.com

LANDMARK MISSIONARY
BAPTIST CHURCH
(ABA) - 2.2 miles east on Hwy 34
723-1092
Sunday: 10 a.m. worship service

NEW COVENANT PCA
1120 North Fifth Street, Spearfish
642-1122
Luke Bluhm, Pastor
Sunday: 10 a.m. Worship Service

NEWELL CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP CHURCH
308 4th Street, Newell SD, 57760
605-456-2544
Sunday Worship Service: 10:00am

NISLAND INDEPENDENT
COMMUNITY CHURCH
On Hwy 212 in Nisland
(605) 257-2356
Sunday School: 9:30 a.m.
Worship: 10:45 a.m.

NORTHERN HILLS
CHURCH OF CHRIST

5 miles South of Belle Fourche
on Hwy 85
142-7167

Calvin Chapman - Int. Minister

Sunday: 9:30 a.m. Bible Class

10:30 a.m. Praise & Worship
Wednesday: 6:30 p.m. Bible Class

NORTH POINT CHRISTIAN
CHURCH
10959 Kellem Lane, Spearfish
Sunday Services: 9AM and 10:30AM

PRAIRIE HOME CHURCH
1701 Hwy 212, Newell
Sunday School: 10 a.m.
Worship: 11 a.m.

RANGELAND MINISTRIES
CHURCH
Alzada, MT
Sunday: Worship: 10:00am
Mark Leverington, Lay Pastor

RED WATER CHURCH OF CHRIST
Belle Fourche Rec Center
Sun: 9:30-12:30.
Contact: Nathan Thompson
605 569-3057
Sermons: fightintheshade

SALVATION ARMY OF THE
NORTHERN HILLS
120 Ryan Rd., Spearfish
605-642-0924
Envoys: Tim and Peggy North

RANDY’S TIRE & LUBE

420 5TH AVE. - BELLE FOURCHE, SD 57717
(605) 892-6331 www.randystireandlube.com

The Rev. Sandy Williams, Priests Deacon

edules

Sunday: 9:45 a.m.
Sunday School: 11 a.m.
Worship Nursery available
Wednesday: 6:30 p.m.,
Learning and Discovery Study

SPEARFISH ADVENTIST® CHURCH
290 W Highway 14
Pastor Darren Purdy and
Pastor Marveen Gentillon
Join Us This Saturday
Morning Prayer: 9:00am
Sabbath School: 9:30am
Worship Service: 10:45am
Bible Study-Tuesday: 6:00pm

SPEARFISH UNITED CHURCH OF
CHRIST (CONGREGATIONAL)
920 N Main Street, Spearfish
Sunday Service 10 a.m. in person
and on Facebook.

Pastor Randy Hedge
605-642-8253

ST. JAMES EPISCOPAL
6th and Roundup
892-2446
The Rev. Evelyn Weaver

Rev. Mike Weaver
Sunday: 10 a.m. Holy Eucharist

ST. JAMES LUTHERAN
1100 Stanley Street
Open for in-house worship
Sunday Worship 10:AM with coffee
fellowship following the service.
Watch live-streamed services:
www.sjlcbellefourche.org
Wednesday at 5:55 PM during
the school year.
Watch our Sunday service
live on Facebook.

ST. ONGE UNITED
CHURCH OF CHRIST
Sunday School and Worship
at 8:30 a.m.
www.bfsoucc.org

ST. PAUL CATHOLIC CHURCH
855 5th Ave.

Father Kevin Achbach, Pastor
Father Francis Nsubuga, Assoc. Pastor
Mass Times:

Sunday Mass: 9:00 a.m.

Daily Mass: Weds. & Thurs. 12:15 p.m.
Confessions available one hour
before all Masses

SUMMIT OPEN BIBLE
FELLOWSHIP
Seventh and Summit
892-4630 or 892-4389
Pastor Rick and Diane Brennan
Sunday: 10 a.m. Worship
Kidz Church Immediately Following
Wednesday: September - May
6:30 p.m. Adult Bible Study
Kidz Alive (Kindergarten - 6th Grade)

VALE COMMUNITY COUNTRY
CHURCH
Pastor Darla Dunn
402 Rosander St. Vale SD 57788
Service Sunday: 10 a.m.
605-210-0512

“Building Main Street, not Wall Street”

Pedaling to Prosperity: How Bicycle
Tourism Transforms Rural Economies

While I have written
about biking in the
not so recent past, |
bring it up again as
I am aware of many
communities wrestling
with this rising and
healthy sport. As with
anything worth having,
it comes with growing pains
and a need to work together to
solve any issues. But as many
smart communities that have
learned to work together, they
have benefitted immensely by
doing so. Rural communities
and regions across the country
are struggling in many ways,
finding ways to reverse these
trends is imperative. In the
rolling hills of rural America,
bicycles are becoming powerful
engines of economic revival.
Small towns once facing eco-
nomic decline are discovering
that two-wheeled tourism can
breathe new life into struggling
communities.

Take Emporia, Kansas, home
of the legendary Unbound
Gravel race. This 200-mile
grueling bicycle event has
transformed the town of just
25,000 residents into a global
cycling destination. During the
annual event, the local economy
swells with over 2,000 cyclists
and support teams totaling
well over 10,000 flooding the
community. Local hotels sell
out, restaurants experience peak
revenues, and businesses report
substantial economic impact,
with estimates suggesting the
event generates over $4 million
annually.

Similarly, Copper Harbor,
Michigan, a remote community
in the Upper Peninsula, rein-
vented itself through mountain
bike tourism. By developing
an extensive trail system and
hosting national mountain bik-
ing competitions, the town has

attracted outdoor enthu-
siasts from across the
country. What was once
a declining logging

and mining region now
| sees substantial tourism
o | revenue, with bicy-

| cle-related economic

' activities generating an
estimated $1.5 million annually.

Contrast these above success
stories with communities that
resist bicycle tourism. Some
rural municipalities take the
view that cycling events are
disruptive, they are concerned
about road usage, they don’t
want potential traffic interrup-
tions and perceive there is min-
imal economic returns. These
towns and communities often
maintain traditional and even
outdated economic development
strategies, missing opportuni-
ties to diversify their revenue
streams. While they are trying
to avoid these events, others
have embraced them and benefit
economically.

The economic benefits extend
beyond event weekends. Com-
munities that embrace cycling
infrastructure create year-round
attractions. Permanent bike
trails become magnets for
recreational tourism, attracting
cyclists, families, and outdoor
enthusiasts during multiple
seasons. Towns like Benton-
ville, Arkansas, have completely
transformed their economic
landscape by investing in
world-class mountain biking
trails, attracting international
mountain biking competitions
and becoming a global cycling
destination.

Successful bicycle tourism
requires strategic investment.
This means developing compre-
hensive trail systems, creating
cyclist-friendly infrastructure,
training local businesses in
hospitality, and marketing the

“Building Main Street, not Wall Street”
sponsored in part by:

Locations in Belle Fourche,

Spearfish & Sturgis (605) 347-8429
LAU M m RY Stur;::, Slgee

CLEANING, e —

Clark Sowers, Owner

community as a cycling desti-
nation. Municipalities that view
these investments holistically
see the most significant returns.

Economic data consistently
demonstrates the potential. Ac-
cording to the Outdoor Industry
Association, bicycle tourism
generates approximately $96.5
billion in national economic
activity annually. Rural commu-
nities that strategically position
themselves can capture mean-
ingful portions of this growing
market.

However, successful bicycle
tourism isn’t just about infra-
structure. It requires community
commitment. Local govern-
ments must collaborate with
cycling organizations, invest
in trail maintenance, develop
supportive policies, and create
welcoming environments for
cyclists.

The social benefits comple-
ment economic gains. Bicycle
events bring diverse groups to-
gether, create community pride,
and offer opportunities for local
volunteers and businesses. They
transform perceptions of rural
communities from declining
regions to dynamic, innovative
spaces.

Not every community will
become a cycling destination,
but those willing to reimagine
their economic potential can
find remarkable opportunities.
By viewing bicycles not as
recreational accessories but as
economic development tools,
rural towns can pedal toward
sustainable futures. The message
is clear: in an era of economic
uncertainty, sometimes the path
to prosperity is just two wheels
wide.

John Newby is a nationally
recognized Columnist, Speak-
er, & Publisher. He consults
with Chambers, Communities,
Business & Media. This column
appears in 60+ newspapers and
media outlets. As founder of
Truly-Local, he assists cham-
bers, communities, media, and
businesses in creating synergies
that build vibrant communities.
He can be reached at: John@
Truly-Local.org.

Capitol News
February 2, 2025
Capitol and Tie
Creek are still
snow-covered, and
we are glad for the
moisture. It seems the Tie Creek
valley has more snow than those
areas around us.

Dick and Erma Albert got down
to the Hills, from Buffalo, on
Monday, for a Doctor’s appoint-
ment. After that, they went to the
Senior Dinner on Friday. Erma
stayed afterward to play cards,
that afternoon, but by Sunday,
Erma had gotten the cold that
has been going around, so she
stayed home from church. Dick
went to church, and then to
Saloon Number Three for lunch,
while Erma had some nice hot
soup to help her throat.

Julia Davis went to work in
Buffalo, on a couple of days this
week. Doug went to the annual
church meeting at Little Mis-
souri Church, on Monday night.
On Wednesday, Doug went to
the Harding County Fair Board
meeting in Buffalo. They got to
meet at the new library, and use
the new meeting room there.
Junior and Shirley Melum have
been staying close to home
during the icy weather. On
Sunday evening, Rachel and
Tommy stopped down to bring
them some groceries from town.
Ernie’s family had been to Baker
for church that day.

Kevin and Lisa Olmsted came
from Billings to visit at Dorothy
Padden’s, on Thursday. They
stayed until Sunday, and then
hurried home to beat the rain
and snow that was predicted.
Dorothy and Bryce went to
Buffalo, on Friday evening, to
see the girls’ basketball games.
The three games against Hill City
had been postponed during bad
weather, and now they finally got
to play those games. Boys” and
Girls’ wrestling was held at Belle
Fourche, so for once, Brandon
and Ashley could coach at the
same location. Dawn went down
to Belle Fourche, on Friday, to
watch the wrestling, then on the
way home, she went through
Buffalo to see some of the basket-
ball. On Saturday, after chores,
Bryce, Dawn, Dorothy, Kevin
and Lisa went back to Belle
Fourche to see the championship
matches, and all of the kids did
very well. Kanyn Padden won
first place in the girls’ division.
Ronda Cordell drove to Ekalaka
through areas of ground blizzard,
on Monday, to join in the birth-
day get-together at the Wagon
Wheel for Ronda, Lu Strangford,
and Trish Bishop. All three had
birthdays this week. Marion Kerr
joined Ronda for a late lunch

or early supper, before Ronda
headed home. The asphalt was
warm enough to cause snow to
stick to the road, especially from
Trails End to the Belltower Hall,
causing an icy, slushy mess. In a
few places, drifts were fingering
across the highway. The worst
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spot, though, was at Ronda’s
mailbox, where she ended up
stuck. Luckily, Clint Zolnos-

ki was at her house with the
tractor, doing some feeding, and
he got her unstuck, as he went
home.

On Thursday, Ronda met

Diane Wear at the Highway
323, and rode to Spearfish with
her. Diane treated Ronda to
birthday lunch at the Pizza
Ranch after her appointment.
Then they went on to Walmart
before heading north. It was

a beautiful day, and the roads
had all thawed oft. On Friday,
Ronda had to make a trip to
Baker. She stopped back in
Ekalaka for lunch at the Wagon
Wheel on her way home. The
road was thawed off that way,
too, and Clint had snow-blowed
the mailbox area, so she had no
trouble getting home. Ronda
was a supper guest with Linda
Hannah on Saturday.

Clind and Denise Zolnoski’s
family left for Dickinson, North
Dakota, on Friday. Darby turned
eight that day, so several girls
joined them for Darby’s birth-
day party and sleepover. On
Saturday, Darby’s team played in
a basketball tournament there.
Karen Odell had a quiet week.
On Tuesday, she went to Camp
Crook to mail some letters, get
stamps, and retrieve some gro-
ceries at Wolffy’s. On a couple
of days, she looked out to see
Chancey Odell plowing her out
again. The winds came up each
day and began new drifts. On
Saturday, she got to visit with a
high school classmate in Ohio.
He had visited with Karen’s
brother, Jim Evans, and reported
that Jim was doing ok. Karen got
to watch Carson Odell in wres-
tling at Mitchell on the comput-
er. Kyia Smith had been selected
for a special honor choir at her
school. She had to audition for
the choir, and Karen got to see
the videos of her concert, that
was very impressive. Karen also
got to see Kyia playing her viola
with the beginning orchestra.
That, too, showed so much
accomplishment for such young
players. During the weekend,
Micki, Jesse, Rowan and Mur-
phy Hinds made a trip to the
mountains, where Murphy had
skiing lessons. Mollie Smith was
refinishing lamps and Jeff and
Amanda Odell had a nice warm
day to relax in the sun, in Iowa,
while Karen had snow and ice
at Capitol. Kenna wore designer
jeans to church that had be-
longed to her Grandma. (Hard
to believe Karen could ever fit
into those), but Kenna looked
very stylish, and said she got lots
of compliments.

America was not founded so
that we could all become better.
It was founded so that we could
all become whatever we please.
Better is not a free gift. It sig-
nifies the extent of our efforts
toward self-respect.
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Ballot measure battle could curtail South
Dakota’s direct democracy

Stu Whitney
.www.sdnewswatch.org

Has South Da-
kota soured on
" . direct democ-
racy?

The answer to
that question
will be partly
answered
during the 2025 legislative
session, as Republican law-
makers continue a recent trend
of trying to restrict the state’s
first-in-the-nation initiative and
referendum process.

In the spirit of such laws, the
people will ultimately deter-
mine the fate of a South Dakota
system that dates to 1898 and
has led to progressive reforms
such as increased minimum
wage and Medicaid expansion
in a deeply conservative state.

The power of residents to
amend the state constitution
through the petition process
was added in 1972.

Michael Card, emeritus
professor of political science at
the University of South Dakota
in Vermillion, calls this power
“the gun behind the door,”
allowing a given percentage
of state residents to propose a
law or amendment that must
be approved at the polls by a
majority vote.

The guiding principle is that
“direct democracy” — which
also allows existing laws to be
challenged through referendum,
as seen with the carbon pipeline
debate in 2024 — provides a
check on the “representative
democracy” power of state
legislators.

The Republican super ma-
jority in Pierre has frequently
pushed back, passing laws to
make it harder to get initiated
measures and constitutional
amendments on the ballot and
raising the voting threshold for
measures to pass.

‘Death by a thousand cuts’
Most prominent among the
2025 proposals is House Joint
Resolution 5003, which would
raise the percentage of voters
needed to pass constitutional
amendments in a statewide
election to 60%.

That would match Florida
and Illinois for the highest
voting threshold among the 18
states that allow for constitu-
tional amendments through the
initiative process.

The resolution passed the
House by a 61-5 vote on Jan.
22 and appears headed to the
2026 ballot, where a simple
majority of voters can pass or
reject it. Similar attempts to
raise the voting threshold failed
at the polls in 2018 and 2022.

Legislators have been more
successful curtailing the
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process with statutory changes
in Pierre. From 2018 to 2024,
South Dakota passed 11 laws
to make direct democracy more
difficult, the most of any state,
according to Ballotpedia.

These restrictions include pe-
tition deadlines, circulation re-
quirements and allowing for the
revocation of signatures. An-
other joint resolution proposed
this year would increase the
number of signatures required
to make the ballot, from 5% to
10% of the general electorate
for initiated measures and from
10% to 15% for constitutional
amendments.

“They’re attempting to
orchestrate the death of direct
democracy by a thousand cuts,”
said Rick Weiland, whose Da-
kotans for Health organization
has been a frequent sponsor
of ballot measures, including
unsuccessful abortion rights
and grocery tax repeal efforts
in 2024. “They keep trying and
trying because when people or-
ganize and use their voice, they
become a threat to the political
establishment.”

Federal courts have rolled
back some of the restrictions
as First Amendment violations,
recognizing petition circulation
as core political speech.
Holding amendments to higher

standard
Rep. John Hughes of Sioux
Falls, the Republican sponsor of
House Joint Resolution 5003,
said his proposal is meant to
highlight the difference between
initiated measures, which im-
pact state statutes, and initiated
amendments, which change the
state constitution.

“I think all of us would agree
that a constitution is different
than a statute,” Hughes told
House State Affairs committee
members at a Jan. 17 hearing.
“It’s intended to be much more
permanent. It’s meant to be a
fundamental expression of the
near universal agreement of the
people of South Dakota as to
the rights, duties and values that
we hold to.”

Republicans have criticized
the use of initiated amendments
for policy provisions such as
Medicaid expansion, which
passed in 2022, and legaliza-
tion of recreational marijuana,
which passed in 2020 but was
overturned by the South Dakota
Supreme Court for violating the
state’s single-subject rule.

Nathan Sanderson, executive
director of the South Dakota
Retailers Association, said his
group supports the joint reso-
lution because policy programs
that involve budget fluctuations
are best handled within state
statutes.

“(Our association) has always
believed that the constitution

should be reserved for a phi-
losophy of governance, not for
specific policies and programs,”
Sanderson said. “Amending
the constitution can only be
done every two years and is not
a very good way of handling
nuanced policy.”

Do voters have ballot mea-

sure fatigue?

Card, who has authored several
studies on direct democra-
cy, told News Watch that the
arguments from Hughes and
Sanderson don’t fully explain
the reasoning behind the latest
attempt to restrict the process in
South Dakota.

“I think it’s being cast as
something other than what it
really is,” Card said of the joint
resolution. “What it’s really
about is that the Democrats with
a small minority (23% of reg-
istered voters) are doing what
is popular with the citizenry in
terms of proposing initiatives.
The real intent is to limit the
ability to pass some of these
laws.”

But Hughes alluded to “fa-
tigue” among voters toward bal-
lot measures, with an average of
nearly six measures on the ballot
every two years since 2000. The
highest during that period were
11 in 2006 and 10 in 2016.

Of the 122 measures that
made the South Dakota ballot
since 1985, 52 were successful,
for a winning percentage of
43%.

Three of the most liberal
measures on the 2024 ballot
— abortion rights, grocery tax
repeal and recreational marijua-
na legalization — all failed with
less than 45% of the vote.

The only successful measures
were populist (property rights
groups rallying to refer a bill
they saw as pro-pipeline) and
staunchly conservative (al-
lowing work requirements for
Medicaid expansion, stemming
from the Legislature). But Card
pointed out that even residents
who don’t agree with many of
the issues being put forth “aren’t
going to give up a right that they
have.”

Voters in 2022 strongly reject-
ed Amendment C, which was
placed on the primary ballot and
would have required a 60% vote
for ballot measures that raise
taxes or spend $10 million in
general funds in their first five
years. That amendment, viewed
as a preemptive strike against
Medicaid expansion, managed
only 33% of the vote.

Four years earlier was
Amendment X, which came
out of a legislative task force
and would have required a 55%
vote to approve constitutional
amendments. That effort failed
with just 47% support.

South Dakota blazes

IfI am raped and it is illegal for me to

choose abortion...

FREEDOM ISN'T WORKING HERE!

IFmy daughter is the vietim of incest and
itis illegal for us to chopse abortion.

FREEDOM ISN'T Wy ORKING HERE!

IT1 have 4
illegal for

Problem pregnap ey and it is
my doctor and e fo choose
abortiop, . ‘

FREE, N
EEDOM jsn 1 WORKING HERE!
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Dakotans for Health co-founder Rick Weiland speaks at a press conference May 1, 2024,

OTE FOR T,
TAME NDMENT

in Sioux Falls, S.D. Weiland’s group sponsored a ballot amendment to enshrine the right to
abortion in the South Dakota Constitution. The measure was voted down. (Photo: Stu Whitney /

South Dakota News Watch)
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A Flourish chart

new ballot trail
It’s hard to assess the future of
direct democracy in South Da-
kota without understanding the
past, including the decision by
voters in 1898 — nine years after
statehood — to adopt the system
of initiated ballot measures and
referendums.

Several days after that elec-
tion, the Omaha (Nebraska) Bee
newspaper noted that South Da-
kota rejected women’s suffrage
on the same ballot, observing
that the state’s voters “were of
the opinion that one experiment
at a time was enough.”

The newspaper also noted
that South Dakota’s system was
partly based on the Switzerland
model of allowing citizens to
vote on how the country is run.

“That it has been at least
fairly successful in the little
country where it originated is
true,” wrote the Omaha Bee in
an editorial. “But (in America),
the process has been looked upon
by practical men as a pretty but
impracticable theory. Other states
will be satisfied to let South
Dakota stand the cost of the
experiment.”

The Chicago Record newspa-
per was more supportive of the
direct democracy principle, fram-
ing it as a way for rural voters
to have more say in their state’s
legislative affairs, especially at a
time when monied interests were
gaining power as part of the rise
of corporations and corruption in
the Gilded Age.

“Of late there has been a
growing tendency on the part of
legislatures to submit to popular
vote measures of importance re-
lating especially to larger cities,”
the editors wrote in an editorial.
“The people of South Dakota,
however, have put into operation
a plan whereby the popular will
can be given expression in law
regardless of the indifference of
the legislative body.”

‘No interference’ with people’s

rights

This power of the people was el-
evated in 1972 with Amendment
E, which expanded the resident
petition process to include con-
stitutional amendments in South
Dakota.

In the House State Affairs
hearing, Hughes incorrectly

stated that this occurred in 1988
and that it “passed by a slim
margin of our voters.” Actually,
the change was approved by
67% of the vote when intro-
duced in 1972.

The amendment, which also
included provisions for calling
constitutional conventions,
was initiated by the Legislature
and a constitutional revision
commission. It was approved
67-2 by the House and 34-0 by
the Senate before going on the
general ballot.

Hughes told News Watch
that he was referring to Amend-
ment A from 1988. But that
was a procedural change that
removed the requirement that
the Legislature enact a measure
proposed by voters before it
could be placed on the ballot.
Lawmakers had no choice but
to “vote” for the measure under
this formality, which ruffled
feathers politically.

“It eliminates a bit of red
tape,” then-Legislative Re-
search Director Terry Anderson
told the Argus Leader at the
time of that amendment. “It
also makes it abundantly clear
that there can be no interfer-
ence with the people’s right to
initiate laws.”

The amendment passed with

52% of the vote.

Progressive causes take hold
As the makeup of the South Da-
kota Legislature trended heavily
Republican over the past 15
years (GOP legislators currently
outnumber Democrats 95-9),
direct democracy became a way
to circumvent Pierre and take
progressive issues to the polls.

One successful campaign
was Weiland’s push to raise the
state’s minimum wage from
$7.25 per hour to $8.50 per
hour in 2014, with future raises
for inflation. Initiated Measure
18 passed with 55% of the vote.

When the Legislature voted
in 2015 to exempt workers
under age 18 from the required
wage, Democrats gathered peti-
tions to refer the law and more
than 7 of 10 voters supported
the referral, upholding the mini-
mum wage.

“The message from the
people was simple: Hands
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Gov. Rhoden’s Inaugural Address

By: Gov. Larry
Rhoden
February 8, 2025

Mr. Chief Justice, honorable
members of the Supreme Court,
Lt. Governor Venhuizen, sena-
tors, legislators, constitutional
officers, family, friends, and my
fellow South Dakotans:

Good afternoon! Before I be-
gin, I want to thank our people
for this honor. Our state is great
because “Under God, the Peo-
ple Rule.” It is truly an honor to
serve our people as Governor.
And as a former Guardsman
who served for six years, it is a
great honor to serve as Com-
mander-in-Chief of the South
Dakota National Guard.

South Dakota has given so
much to me and my family.
I’'m a fifth-generation South
Dakotan on my mom'’s side
and a fourth-generation South
Dakotan on my dad’s. My roots
are in South Dakota — and 'm
never leaving.

About a week ago, I was at
Longhorn Steakhouse out in
Rapid City. An older rancher
walked up to my table and
asked, “you Larry Rhoden?”
I'said, “Yes I am.” He said,
“Well, it’s good to meet you.
You built me a couple sets of
branding irons a few years
back, and they work great!” |
can think of very few things
that he could have said that
would have made me feel
better.

The truth is, we are all called
to serve one another. Every-
thing that we do for each other
should be done to the best of
our ability.

If we work hard and put
others first, things tend to work
out. If we do a great job, it will
stick with people. But we don’t
do these jobs to be remem-
bered. We do them because it’s
right. Public service requires
someone to step up and do the
right thing on behalf of the
people.

100 years ago, another gover-
nor gave his inaugural address
to the South Dakota Legis-
lature. Carl Gunderson had
grown up a farmer. Before he
became Governor, he served
five terms in the South Dako-
ta Senate, then as Lieutenant
Governor for four years. Does
that sound familiar to any of
you? When he delivered his
inaugural address, he spoke
of many things that might be
familiar to us. He talked about

the ups and downs of agricul-
ture; how property taxes are

too high; how we need to find
ways to make government more
efficient. Some of the specifics
are different today, but the basic
needs facing our state are very
much the same. I want to read
you one paragraph from the end
of his speech:

“The solution of South Dakota’s
problems will not come through
legislation. The tendency to-
ward state and federal supervi-
sion, inspection, and regulation
has resulted in a lessening of the
spirit of self-reliance. We look
to government for too much aid.
We need a revival of the spirit
of the ‘covered wagon.’

The spirit that traveled by
covered wagon in the early
sixties across the prairies of
Iowa to the Dakotas; the spirit
that made its home temporar-
ily in the ‘dugout,’ the ‘sod
shanty,” and the log cabin along
the streams. It was the spirit
that came more to give, than to
receive; the spirit that served
humanity and the future of a
great state.”

My goodness, those words still
ring true today. That same spirit
of the “covered wagon” brought
my own family west to South
Dakota more than 100 years
ago. Through the generations,
my family passed down that
same spirit that “came more to
give, than to receive.” Service
runs strong in our veins. And it
runs every bit as strong in the
veins of my own children.
Governor Gunderson’s statue
sits out in front of the Gover-
nor’s Residence. He’s sitting
on a hay bale fixing a wagon
wheel. He was a down-to-earth
South Dakota man. And when
his time serving as Governor
was finished, he went back to
farming.

Many of you probably didn’t
know who Carl Gunderson was.
And 100 years from now, folks
might not remember who Larry
Rhoden is. If we remember that,
making the best decisions for
our people suddenly becomes a
lot easier.

I promise to be a Governor who
remembers that the solution

to our problems will not come
through legislation. Rather,

it will come from providing

our people the opportunity to
do right for their families. I
promise to set a tone of civility
and respect, and the example
will start from the top. I pledge
to govern with openness and
responsiveness.

My focus will always be to
keep South Dakota strong, safe,
and free. I want to keep South
Dakota strong — strong families,
strong businesses, and strong
institutions. I want to keep
South Dakota safe — with low
crime and respect for law en-
forcement. And I want to keep
South Dakota free — freedom
will continue to be our calling
card as long as I am governor.

I will extend a renewed hand

to everyone in our state: East
River and West River; small
towns and big cities; and yes,
our tribal communities. I will be
available to discuss the chal-
lenges that you face and how
we can turn them into opportu-
nities.

I believe that the distinction be-
tween challenges and opportu-
nities is largely one of perspec-
tive. A challenge is many times
an opportunity not yet recog-
nized or realized. Whenever I
have a task in front of me, I try
not to look at it as an obstacle to
be overcome. Rather, if I look at
it as an opportunity to achieve
something, the task at hand
becomes a lot easier.

I want that same mindset to be
the foundation of everything
that we do during my adminis-
tration. Five years ago, Gover-
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nor Kristi Noem declared South
Dakota “Open for Business.”
That bold stand was put to the
ultimate test during COVID.
We overcame that challenge and
turned it into South Dakota’s
greatest opportunity. Now, I
want to apply that same ap-
proach to all of our work.

I want to keep South Dakota
“Open for Business.” But more
than that, I want our state to be
“Open for Opportunity.” That
means opportunity for families
to do what is best for their kids;
opportunity for our commu-
nities to respond to whatever
unique situations they’re facing;
opportunity for kids graduating
high school to go into what-
ever college or career field is
right for them; opportunity

for farmers to be able to keep
earning a strong living so that
they can pass that farm down to
their kids; opportunity for every
hard working South Dakotan

to seek out better and higher
paying jobs; opportunity for our
businesses to keep growing at a
tremendous rate.

When we protect opportunity in
South Dakota, we pave the way
for better jobs for my children
and grandchildren — and yours.
We create new educational
opportunities that don’t pit this
group against that group, but
instead allow every child to suc-

Governor Larrry Rhoden delivering his inaugural address in the Capitol in

ceed. We don’t build new pris-
ons just to lock more people up;
instead, we use those facilities
as an opportunity to get people
back on their feet and contribut-
ing to our society.

Opportunity is not limited by
my vision, or even the vision of
anyone in this Rotunda today. It
is as broad as the South Dakota
prairie and as high as Black Elk
Peak. If we all link arms and
pledge to chase down oppor-
tunities together, our state will
be in pretty good shape. And

if years from now, someone
remembers the work that we
did together, then that’s just a
bonus.

I want to thank my family for
giving me this opportunity to
serve. I especially want to thank
my wife, Sandy. She has been
my most loyal supporter and
chief confidant for almost 44
years. I would not be here today
without her love and support.

I want to thank the Good Lord
for putting me in the position

to serve as your Governor. And
I want to thank the people of
South Dakota. Thank you for
trusting me with this honor. And
thank you for celebrating with
me and my family.

Thank you. May God bless you
all. And may God continue to
bless the great state of South
Dakota.

Rhoden appoints veteran lawmaker to fill

Ospemn occurred In
ioux Falls district
after Tony Venhuizen
elevated to lieutenant
governor

The Dakota Scout
www.thedakotascout.com

PIERRE — Gov. Larry Rho-
den filled a legislative vacancy
Wednesday that he created
when he selected former Rep.
Tony Venhuizen to be his lieu-
tenant governor.

Rhoden leaned on former Sen.

Jack Kolbeck to fill the District
13 vacancy in the House. Kol-
beck, 73, had previously served
eight years in the Senate before
opting not to run for a seat in
the House last year.

He joins Rep. John Hughes
and Sen. Sue Peterson in repre-
senting the southern Sioux Falls
district.

“I worked with Jack for
years as presiding officer of
the state Senate,” Rhoden said
in a statement announcing the
selection, referring to his time
as lieutenant governor. “He has

House vacancy

Jack Kolbeck

a steady head on his shoulders
and will be a strong partner to
keep South Dakota strong, safe,
and free.”

Kolbeck served District 13
in the State Senate from 2017
to 2024, including as Majority
Whip from 2023-2024. He has
worked for more than 50 years
in the malt beverage industry
and has been the Key Accounts
Manager for Beal Distributing
since 2002.

He graduated from South
Dakota State University with a
bachelor of arts in economics

and political science in 1974.
Kolbeck serves as a board
member and Region 8 Director
for the National Beer Distrib-

utors.

He is a board member and
past president of the South
Dakota Beer Distributors Asso-
ciation. He is a board member
of both Call to Freedom and the
Abbott House of Sioux Falls.
He is president of the 50-and-
over Sioux Falls Men’s Slow-
pitch softball league.

“I want to thank Gov. Rhoden
for appointing me to the District
13 open seat to the House of
Representatives,” he said in a
statement. “I look forward to
working with Gov. Rhoden and
L