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 Cracker Barrel A3 In the new addition at the Tri-State Museum tea participants enjoy “Tea & Crumpets” and much more.   Longbrake Photo

BFHS Philanthropic Leaders

Legislative 
Cracker Barrel

Belle Fourche High School Student Council. Courtesy Photos

Governor Rhoden Sheds Light on 
Transition Preparations

Governor Rhoden 

“Tri-State Museum’s Annual Tea ”

Butte County Commissioner Tom Brunner (standing) served as 
moderator at the Chamber of Commerce hosted Legislative Cracker 
Barrel at the Branding Iron. (Seated) Senator Sam Marty and State 
Representatives Travis Ismay and Jana Hunt. Beacon Photo

Adult team: Lucas Trimble’s Red Bulls. Courtesy Photo

~ February 7-9, 2025 ~
BF Rec Center

Breakfast Club  Contd.A3

Belle Kicks Off Annual Center 
of the Nation Indoor Blast

Not a day off for these young 
leaders! 
  Belle Fouche High School 

Student Council members came 
in on their day off and made tie 
blankets and painted rocks with 
positive messages. 
  Blankets will be donated to a 

local shelter and positive thought 
rocks will be “planted” around 
the town.

PIERRE, S.D. – Governor Larry 
Rhoden shed light on his prepa-
rations to assume office as the 
34th Governor of South Dakota.
   “Until now, I have kept my 
extensive preparations for this 
succession to myself. I would 
have loved to have spoken 
openly sooner, but the time 

was not yet appropriate,” said 
Governor Rhoden. “South 
Dakotans should rest assured 
that I’m ready to serve as your 
Governor.”
Larry Rhoden then announced 
his plans to be sworn in as 
the 34th Governor of South 
Dakota. The oath of office 
was administered on Monday, 
January 27, 2025, at 11:00 am 
CT/10:00 am MT by Chief 
Justice Steven R. Jensen in the 
Governor’s Office.
  Succession planning began 
shortly after President Trump 
announced his nomination of 
Kristi Noem as Secretary of 
the Department of Homeland 
Security in November. Rhoden 
held months of briefings and 
meetings with Noem and a 
number of current and former 
state officials and friends. 
   Cabinet and staff fully coop-
erated with Rhoden’s prepara-
tion efforts.
 

Soccer contd. A4

BELLE FOURCHE—A Legis-
lative Cracker Barrel was held at 
the Branding Iron on Saturday, 
January 25, from 1 to 3 p.m.    
   Senator Sam Marty (District 

28, Representative Travis Ismay 
(District 28B House), and Rep-
resentative Jana Hunt (District 
28A House) participated in the 
forum for the public to attend, 
learn about the status of the 
100th Legislative session.
   A time for the public to ask 

questions and voice concerns. 
Legislative Cracker Barrels are 
held all over the state so that 
locals can have access to their 
legislators and hear answers on a 
variety of legislative topics.
Turnout was impressive; nearly 

Ryder Heitz
news@bellefourchebeacon.com

Robbi Longbrake
news@bellefourchebeacon.com

Hostess Wilma Dick’s table “Gone With the Wind” won the 
People’s Choice Award. Longbrake Photo

Tea contd. A8

Tri-State Museum Holds Annual Tea
BELLE FOURCHE—Are mov-

ies your cup of tea? For a room 
full of museum supporters at 
the Tri-State Museum’s Annual 
Tea, it certainly was! This year’s 
theme was Hooray for Holly-
wood! The fundraiser was held 
January 25 at 2:00 p.m.
The new addition at the muse-

um made for an elaborate scene 
with 11 tables all thoughtfully 
decorated to portray a different 
movie. 
    From The Mummy to The 

Cowboys and Sound of Music to 
Steel Magnolias, a wide vari-
ety of titles were represented. 
Museum volunteer, Joni Sexton 
explained, “The hostess of the 
table—whoever wants to do the 
table—they pick what movie 
theme they want to do and then 
they design the table off of what 
that movie is.” 
 The person who volunteers 

to decorate a table then gathers 
all of the supplies needed to 
decorate the table, including 
table settings and of course, a tea 
pot. “Like The Cowboys table, 

she made everything Cowboy 
and Western. She’s got her 
boots, her hats, her ropes, her 
bandanas, and actually brand 
new plates and anything that 
would go with her theme,” 
said Sexton.
Each table hostess stood up 

and explained why they chose 
the movie that they did and 
what it took to decorate the 
table. Char O’Dea explained 

that her movie theme was a 
tribute to her mother, who was 
a fanatical lover of Downton 
Abbey. “When it was time to 
choose a movie… the perfect 
choice in honoring my mother 
plus my china, silver and crystal 
all came from her and she loved 
roses and springtime flowers,” 
she said. “So I’m honoring my 
mother with Downton Abbey.” 

Robbi Longbrake
news@bellefourchebeacon.com

The Breakfast Club to 
Open February 1

BELLE FOURCHE—Need 
a late night snack or an early 
morning meal? The 
Breakfast Club, a new 
restaurant opening in 
Belle Fourche, has got 
you covered! The eatery 
is scheduled to open 
their doors February 1, 
2025, and will offer breakfast 

from 4:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. 
Monday through Friday with 
more late night/early morning 
hours on the weekends of 1:00 
a.m. to 11:00 a.m. Saturday and 

Sunday. 
Owners, Rhonda and 
Marty Schild, saw an 
opportunity to fill a 
hole that was left when 
the Belle Inn closed. 
“My husband and I 

Belle Fourche is gearing up for 
one of its most exciting annual 
events—the Center of the Nation 
Indoor Blast, an indoor soccer 

tournament that draws up to 
80 teams and 2,000 visitors to 
town. Teams from the tri-state 
area and beyond compete in 
brackets ranging from U8 
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(605) 892-4827
WilenMonument.com

wilenmonument@gmail.com | 10988 SD Hwy 34 Belle Fourche

When  someone you love becomes a
Memory, the memory becomes a Treasure. 

-Unknown-

Brian Kline
Owner

PEACE OF MIND...and being able to say,
“Everything has been taken care of.”

Kline Funeral Chapel
605-892-3964

email: klinefuneralchapel@rushmore.com
website: klinefuneralchapel.com

  Most of us intend on ‘getting around to it someday,’ but if 
your someday never comes, your loved ones will wonder if 

they made the right decisions for your �nal requests when it 
does.

  Regardless how we prefer to deal with the big 
questions of life, taking the time to make your advanced 

funeral or cremation planning is a very caring and responsible 
thing to do.

  It also removes the emotional and �nancial stress from your 
loved ones or friends, and allows you the proper time to 

consider all your options.
  For your best service, for your best price possible,
Kline Funeral Chapel o�ers an array of burial and 

cremation packages to suit your budget. 
Ask the families we have served.

Pastor’s Perspective
“Mustard Seeds and Snowflakes”

    Then Jesus asked, “What is the kingdom of 
God like? ... It is like a mustard seed, which a 
man took and planted in his garden.  It grew 
and became a tree, and the birds perched in its 
branches.” Luke 13:18-19. 
    Jesus used creative imagery as illustrations to 
teach his followers.  In the above case, he used 
mustard seeds.  Something so small as the mus-
tard seed, properly nourished by God, will grow into 
something large and expands the kingdom of God 
not only in practical ways, but also beautiful ways.  
   One recent morning I watched the gentle snow-
flakes drift to the ground.  They are so small and yet 
how they change the landscape!  It takes so many 
snowflakes to do that though!  Yet billions, jillions of 
snowflakes do just that.  They gather and transform 

the ground, the gardens, bushes, trees, build-
ings and cars and roads!  
    Sometimes we lose sight of how small 
things do make a difference in people’s lives.  
Greeting people on the sidewalk, opening the 
door, praying for someone, sending a card, 
making a phone call are small acts that can 
transform a moment, or a day, or even an 

outcome especially when one prays.  
    Small choices made consistently can also 
transform people’s lives.  Reading one chapter of 
the Bible a day can introduce you to the faith or 
strengthen the faith you have.  Drinking a glass of 
water rather than more coffee, soda, beer can make 
a difference to your health.  Praying with your kids 
before they go to school or before bed at night can 
help them realize God’s presence is with them.  Just 
in the way a snowflake can transform the landscape, 
so small choices made consistently can transform 
your life.  
     C.A Hall affirms this idea with this creative 
expression: “Sow a thought, and you reap an act.  
Sow an act and you reap a habit.  Sow a habit, and 
you reap a character. Sow a character and you reap 
a destiny.” If your thoughts, acts, habits are inspired 
by the Lord and his kingdom, then, your destiny 
will be secure. 
    If you need encouragement, support, or inspira-
tion, I invite you to join my congregation in one of 
our ministry activities like worship, Bible study, 
and service projects. 
		  In Christ’s Spirit,
		  Rev. Sheri Fadley
		  Belle Fourche GMC

Leverington Funeral Home
of the Northern Hills

LeveringtonFH.com

We understand that saying goodbye is never easy.
We’re here to o�er comfort, guidance, and support 
during life’s most di�cult moments.

With respect, compassion, and care, we provide
personalized services that honor your loved one’s
unique life. You can rely on us to walk alongside you,
ensuring peace of mind and a meaningful tribute
for the one you hold dear.

Mark & Debra Leverington, Owners

715 National St. | Belle Fourche, SD | 605-892-3320

John Havrum Cram passed away on January 19, 
2025, in Rapid City, SD. He was born on July 4, 1945, 
to Albert and Esther Havrum Cram in Rapid City, SD. 
John’s older sister, Mary, and they resided outside of 
Castlerock, SD. When Mary and John entered school, 
the family moved to Newell, SD. John graduated from 
Newell High School in 1963.
After briefly traveling the country with the carnival, 

John joined the Army and served from 1964 to 1967 
as a satellite technician in Germany. He was hon-
orably discharged with a Good Conduct Medal and 
a National Defense Service Medal. He returned to 
South Dakota and spent the rest of his life in the Black 
Hills region.
In 1968, John married Barbara Cox, and two children 

were born from this marriage, Darbi and Philip. The 
marriage ended in divorce in 1981.

John graduated from Black Hills State College 
in 1971.  Most of his career was spent as a sales 
representative for music and books. John was able to 
retire early and live his dream on a small plot of land 
in Tilford, SD, where he enjoyed gardening, brewing 
beer, and caring for his chickens.
John is preceded in death by his parents and his sis-

ter, Mary Hengstler. He is survived by his children, 
Darbi (Garet) Hunt and Philip Cram; his grandchil-
dren, Jerika Hunt and Gavin Hunt; and nephew, 
Lawerence Hengstler. 
Graveside services will be held on Friday, Janu-

ary 24, 2025, 12:30 pm at the Black Hills National 
Cemetery.
Condolences for the family may be sent to www.

kinkadefunerals.com.

John Havrum Cram 

This week’s Pastor’s Perspective is provided by Rev. 
Sheri Fadley, BF United Methodist Church

Kevin Keegan 52 
August 14, 1959 - December 25, 2024

608 5th Ave. #5
Belle Fourche, SD 57717

New Listing in Belle Fourche!
Beautiful 5-6 bedroom home,

2 fireplaces, 30x30 attached garage
and a 30x48 shop/garage w/ loft.

Sunroom w/ hottub, over 4100 sq.ft.
2 lots with a total of almost 1 acres.

Great views and great location.
Don't miss this gem of a property.

$625,000

$499,000 Located in a high- traffic
frontage near Belle Fourche.

Over 7 acres to have your
animals, build a home,

or have a business.

Renee Bisgaard,
Broker/Owner

605-641-9242

Kevin Keegan, age 52 of Belle Fourche, 
died Thursday, January 23, 2025 at his home 
in Belle Fourche.
 The funeral service will be held 11am 

Thursday, January 30th, 2025 at the Pioneer 
Hall in Dupree.  Visitation will be held 
4pm to 7pm Wednesday at Leverington 
Funeral Home of the Northern Hills in Belle 
Fourche.  Interment will take place in the 
Dupree Cemetery.
 Friends may leave condolences online, 

view a video tribute, and also view the fu-
neral service on the funeral home’s website: 
www.LeveringtonFH.com
 In lieu of flowers, memorials are preferred for the 

purpose of creating a long-lasting memorial in Kevin’s 
name.
 Kevin James Keegan was born March 28, 1972 in 

Faith, SD.  He was the son of James “Jimmy” and 
Joyce (Miller) Keegan.  Kevin’s father tragically 
died at a very young age, and when Kevin’s mother 
married Bill Collins, he became his dad.  Bill was a 
wonderful dad to Kevin and they were very close.  In 
1990, Kevin graduated from the Dupree High School.  
While attending school, Kevin played football and 
basketball.  Kevin also competed in boxing.  Follow-
ing high school, Kevin attended Black Hills State 
University, and graduated in 1994 with a B.S. Degree 
in Business Administration.  Kevin was united in 
marriage to Kelly Birkeland on August 20, 1994 in 
Dupree, SD.  Kevin and Kelly were high school sweet-
hearts, who had their first date when they were in sev-
enth grade.  Following their marriage, they settled in 
Belle Fourche where Kevin worked for the Roundup 
Building Center and Dakota Lumber.  He also worked 
for Pete Pedersen where he learned all about trailer 
conversions.  This led him to begin his business, K & 
K Kustoms, which he owned and operated for many 

years.  Kevin was also co-owner of B &K 
with his brother-in-law, Ramon.  Kevin’s 
true love however was ranching.  In 2019 he 
sold his business so that he could return to 
what he loved to do most – spending time 
in Dupree on the family ranch.  
 Kevin was a hard-working man, and 

a perfectionist.  There wasn’t much he 
couldn’t do when it came to fixing some-
thing, or making something.  Oftentimes he 
would even sacrifice his body to complete 
a job.   Kevin was a quiet man and even a 
stubborn man as well, and he always had 
a toothpick in his mouth.  He loved sports 

of any kind, and he coached softball and served on 
the soccer board.  He watched his children compete 
in sports as well.  He enjoyed camping and boating, 
and was the best brother you could ask for.  He was 
very close to his siblings and entire family.  Kevin 
was a devoted husband and father, and he was loved 
very much.  
 Kevin is survived by his wife Kelly of Belle 

Fourche; children, Daxton of Minneapolis, Raymie 
(fiancé’ Cade Ostenson) of Alexandria LA, Dru of 
Belle Fourche; mother, Joyce Collins of Spearfish; 
brothers, Lavern of Belle Fourche, Bruce (Deanne) 
of Dupree, Jamie of Belle Fourche, Kelly (and wife 
Kellie) of Hermosa; sisters, Teresa (Scott) Peterson 
of Lemmon, Jenn (Chet) Nichols of Fort Worth TX; 
father-in-law, Gary Birkeland of Dupree and Belle 
Fourche; brothers-in-law, Jay Birkeland of Rapid 
City, Ramon Birkeland of Dupree; and several 
nieces, nephews, aunts, uncles, cousins, and friends.  
Kevin was preceded in death by his 
father, Jimmy Keegan; dad, Wil-
liam Collins; mother-in-law, Sonja 
Birkeland; and sister-in-law, Robbi 
Birkeland.
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Meg English

Roots Grow Deep and Strong # 32
Belle Fourche Writers Plan 
February Story Challenge

   February is story challenge 
month. For the past few years, 
the Belle Fourche Writers have 
hosted a story writing challenge 
in February. Last year we were 
preoccupied with our antholo-
gy, Life’s Landscapes which is 
now complete and available on 
Amazon or from a BF writers 
group member. The anthology 
was a TON of work! Now we 
are happy to be finished and 
free to move on to some of 
the fun activities that we have 
sponsored in the past.

   We are happy to announce 
the Belle Fourche Writers Feb-
ruary Story Challenge 2025!

During the bitter January 
days, the writers have been cre-
ating characters. On February 
1st the characters along with 
some general instructions will 
be revealed via our Facebook 
page https://www.facebook.
com/bellefourchewriters/ .  

   The Belle Fourche Writ-
ers February Story Challenge 
2025! is open to Everyone. 
Email copies of the characters 
are available from a Belle 
Fourche Writers member.

   Print copies of the char-
acters and general instructions 
will be available at the Belle 
Fourche Library.  

   Belle Fourche Writers 
February Story Challenge is not 
a competition, but it is indeed a 
challenge. Writers choose from 
a group of characters created by 
the writers. They are provided 
with some setting suggestions, 
but are not restricted to those 
suggestions. 

   Writer will have until 
midnight March 8 to submit to 
submit stories via email, mailed 
via US post or dropped off to 
the Belle Fourche Library or 
mailed. (details to follow)

   The Belle Fourche Writers 
Story Challenge is something 
we’ve all enjoyed in the past. 
It’s fun to read a collection of 
stories about the same charac-
ters and it’s always interesting 
to see how each author deter-
mines their fate or future. There 
are always surprising twists 
and turns in the stories as the 
characters take charge. A public 
presentation of the stories is in 
the works later in the spring. 

   Here are a few characters 
who live on in our stories from 
past challenges: Meet Marney 
Anderson, Izak Potz, Lisa 
Abramson, and Sly Milner:

Marney Anderson created by 
Joan Gerkin. “Marney An-
derson is a 45-year-old white 
female of Scandinavian descent. 
Her 5’ 10” tall, 160-pound 
frame shows her athletic body 

and love of outdoor activities. 
With long, straight blonde 
hair and blue eyes she is 
attractive in business suits or 
active wear. Marney was born 
and raised on a farm outside 
LaCrosse, WI. The oldest of 
seven children, Marnie was 
expected to lead by example. 
She earned her MBA from 
the University of Minnesota, 
bringing her immense success 
as a sought-after City Admin-
istrator. 

In working her way up, 
the ladder of success, she left 
behind her husband Arthur.

   Izak Potz Created by 
Dale Kringen.  “His name 
is Izak Potz. He is short and 
stocky but broad across the 
shoulders. His reddish gray 
hair is shoulder-length, and 
his neatly braided beard is 
decorated with wooden beads. 
Izak’s weathered face does 
little to give away his age. 
Some would describe him as 
45 going on 70. He’s a man of 
few words and prefers to keep 
to himself. 

      Izak lives in the woods 
near the creek in an old 
Econoline van. His only 

companion is a short-legged 
mutt who he simply refers to as 
‘Dog’. 

     Lisa Abrahams by Margie 
Bolte.  “Lisa was unique. This 
12-year-old had a stunning ap-
pearance.  At first glance, there 
was not anything unusual about 
this girl, a pre-teenager, skinny 
with long legs and a high waist 
that made her arms appear short 

     The eyes were different 
and distinctive. Lisa’s left eye 
was a light brown color and 
almost as tan as the sand on a 
beach.  Her right eye was al-
most blue. not quite blue but a 
sky blue that seemed to sparkle 
when she laughed Lisa’s olive 
skin color was not dark and yet 
not light; a medium color and 
she could easily get a sun burn 
Lisa was a free spirit, but a 
cautious listener.  

       Yes, Lisa was unique. 
For Lisa knew what people 
were thinking before the person 
even knew. This sixth sense or 
extrasensory perception is what 
Lisa recognized and accepted 
as her natural ability at a very 
young age. But, at 12 years 
old, Lisa’s sixth sense would 
be challenged and tested that 

could change the rest of her life.”
Sly Milner created by Lynda 

Edwards. “Sylvester ‘Sly’ Milner 
has lived on his family ranch in 
rural SD since he was born.  Sly 
inherited his father’s bad temper 
and his mother’s artistic abilities. 
Sly had no social contact with 
the opposite sex until he was 21 
years old.  A friend set him up 
with multiple blind dates. Those 
relationships never lasted more 
than two or three dates, until he 
met a quiet young lady four years 
his junior. They were married for 
18 years and had two children 
before they divorced, a girl and a 
boy.  Sly adores his daughter as 
long as she does what he approves 
of. He is estranged with his son. 
To Sly there is no gray area, just 
black or white.

Sly lives in a mobile home 
parked in his parents’ yard.  He 
ranches and is a perfectionist. He 
loves his dog, his mother. He has 
a distaste for government rules 
and regulations when it comes to 
the government land he runs on.”

   The Belle Fourche Writers 
look forward to launching the 
characters for the 2025 Belle 
Fourche Writers Story Challenge 
on February 1st 2025.   

Breakfast Club  from  A1

BELLE FOURCHE—On 
January 20, the City Council 
held a meeting. 
   During community input, 

Raymond Allen voiced 
concerns about the increase 
in the monthly City Services 
bill and requested improved 
street maintenance in the 
Dacar development, particu-
larly following snowstorms. 
    Greg Mondillo also 

expressed concern about 
sections of curbs and side-
walks on 11th Avenue that 
have sunk by up to an inch, 
creating uneven surfaces.
The Chamber of Commerce 

reported that last Friday’s 
Job Fair involved connecting 
with the Department of La-
bor for future collaborations. 
  The Legislative Cracker 

Barrel was held on January 
25, at the Branding Iron. 

think back to when Mary 
Kay at Belle Inn, back in the 
day, (offered food for people) 
that either they work super late 
or they’re out and about,” she 
explained.

“After hours that restaurant 
would be completely full.”

Being a breakfast only 
restaurant, Schild’s plan is to 
cater to shift workers and those 
out and about at various hours. 
“Honestly, we have plenty of 
lunch and dinner options in 
this town, but we don’t have a 
lot of breakfast options, and I 
know a lot of people that work 
super early hours and other 
than fast food, they don’t have 
a lot of options for breakfast,” 
explained Schild.

The small cafe will seat 55 
people. Schild said, “it’s a very 
small restaurant and the whole 
vibe of the restaurant is like 
you’re walking into home, it’s 
very comfy, very casual!”

The new business will add 
seven jobs to the area. Most of 
the positions have been filled 
so far. 

David Friedman is the new 
chef and a kitchen manager and 
wait staff have been hired. “It 
will bring more to the the city 
in sales tax and boost the econ-

omy a little bit,” added Schild. 
The plan is to offer af-

fordable breakfast options. 
The menu will be small and 
weekly specials will be offered. 
Breakfast favorites such as 
biscuits and gravy, omelets, 
breakfast sandwiches, bagels, 
English muffins, pancakes and 
of course, baked items. The 
most expensive items will be 
around $15.00. “We want to 
make it affordable, we will plan 
on offering a weekly breakfast 
special, it could be steak and 
eggs, could be chicken fried 
or quiche and it’ll be a limited 
amount and once it’s gone, it’s 
gone,” explained Schild.

Schild expressed how she 
hoped everybody would come 
try out their new place. “We’re 
starting out small, we don’t 
want to dive in huge and go 
over our head, so we’re starting 
out fairly small and going from 
there, we just hope to see every-
body there.”

You can find The Breakfast 
Club at 1405 5th Avenue in 
Belle Fourche, SD.

Welcome to the Breakfast 
Club! We are tentatively set to 
open 2/1/2025! Our hours will 
be 4am-11am Monday thru 
Friday and 1am-11am Saturday 
and Sunday!

Save the date for the Annual 
Banquet on February 28 at the 
Community Hall. 
CoNBA’s Jessica Carmichael 

outlined 2025 community 
events, including Valentine’s 
Day, Easter, and Halloween 
promotions, while emphasiz-
ing efforts to keep businesses 
informed about high-traffic 
events. 
    A February update will 

cover expenditures, including 
Christmas promotion details.
In Consent Agenda, the Legal 

Finance Committee recom-
mended approval of the Belle 
Fourche Fire Department’s Mix 
& Consume Permit, for the 
Fireman’s Banquet to be held 
on February 22, 2025 at Com-
munity Hall. 
    The Committee recom-

mended approval for Gina Car-
penter to attend SDML Board 
Meeting on February 4-5, 2025, 
in Pierre, SD (SDML Board 

will cover all associated costs). 
Also, there was an acknowledge-
ment of the Center of the Nation 
Sportsman’s Club’s raffle for 
multiple prizes and games, and a 
live and silent auction. 
  Ticket sales will begin upon 

approval from the council and 
will be sold through the day of 
the event on April 5, 2025. All 
proceeds will be used to maintain 
the shooting range, help support 
4-H youth shooting sports, the 
Hunt Safe program, and other 
local programs. 
    Contact person is Rik Bartels, 

phone number 605-645-9242.
Regular agenda included a mo-

tion to authorize Mayor Randy D. 
Schmidt to sign a Letter of Sup-
port to SDDOT to request fund-
ing for Sgt. Lelund M. Kahler 
Memorial Bridge Reconstruction 
Project. The motion carried.
The next City Council meeting 

will be February 3 at 6 p.m.

all seats were full as com-
munity members were eager 
to discuss political issues. 
The Chamber of Commerce 
streamed the Cracker Bar-
rel live on Facebook, and 
the Branding Iron offered a 
Lunch Special for those who 
attended. 
The format for the event was 

an open forum Q & A with all 
questions accepted from the 
audience and no time limit for 
the questions. 
   Tom Brunner moderated 

the discussion. Presentations 
afterward included Orion 
Thompson, superintendent 
of Belle Fourche School Dis-
trict, and Beth Morey, Belle 
Fourche Public Library board 
president.   
   The representatives kicked 

off the event by introducing 
themselves and speaking 
about what they are currently 
working on and which issues 
are most important to them.
Jana Hunt, 28A Represen-

tative, explained that she is 
on the Judiciary Committee 

Cracker Barrel from A1 and Ag & Natural Resources 
Committee. 
    Representative Travis 

Ismay, 28B, serves on the 
Ag & Natural Resources and 
Education Committees and 
mentioned a bill that includes a 
recall of county commissioners 
and a bill that would increase 
punishment for drug dealers 
that sell fentanyl-laced drugs in 
the community.
   Sam Marty is part of the Ag-

riculture, Education, Veterans’ 
Affairs, and Tribal Relations 
committees.
The first question from the 

audience referred to a statistic 
that says South Dakota’s de-
mographics are about the same 
as North Dakota’s, but South 
Dakota’s prison population is 
twice as high—why is there a 
difference? 
   The audience member also 

inquired about budget and 
wondered if money needed to 
be put toward prison costs.
One significant discussion re-

garded House Bill 1020, which 
proposes the establishment of 
education savings accounts for 

students in South Dakota, which 
can be used for tuition at nonpub-
lic schools and microschools. 
   Superintendent Orion Thomp-

son asked Travis Ismay, “If you 
implement this, what are your 
plans for the other 20,000 (stu-
dents) that are there today, and 
then what are your plans moving 
forward with the families and the 
kids that see this as an opportuni-
ty to not school?”
   Ismay responded that this 

is “one of his main concerns,” 
citing possible negative outcomes 
“ten years down the road,” and 
stated that he would “severely” 
go through the amendments to 
make a decision on the bill. An 
audience-wide discussion con-
cerning morals in schools and the 
“importance” of implementing 
the Ten Commandments in school 
districts followed.
 The Cracker Barrel proved that 

Belle Fourche citizens care about 
engaging with local and state 
politics, and that elected represen-
tatives will take the time to meet 
with constituents, take concerns 
into account, and explain stances 
on pressing issues.



Wed.  January 29, 2025Belle Fourche Beacon A-4

THE BEACON 
SUBSCRIBE TO THE BEACON  

$52/ Year

Here are some pictures from our monthly assembly at South Park! The first photo is of our Students of the Month for December 2024. The winner’s names are as 
follows: Ila Seaman, Corbin Selchert, Hank Janish, Stetson Wilen, Adrian Cuff, Lane Fickbohm, and Olivia Grosz. 

The second picture is of a group of students who finished their Lexia reading program. Their names are as followed: Evangeline Funk, Patrick Tysdal, Brekyn 
Montgomery, Sophia Ruzicka and Kellan Davis.

The final picture is of our Teacher of the Month. This is an award that is voted on by our students each month! The winner is Mr. Dunavant. Courtesy Pictures

Medicare solutions 
that fit your life.

Medicare Advantage plans are provided by Wellmark Advantage Health Plan, Inc. Medicare supplement plans are provided by 
Wellmark Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Iowa and Wellmark Blue Cross and  Blue Shield of South Dakota. This is a solicitation of 
insurance. MedicareBlue SupplementSM can only be purchased by Iowa and South Dakota residents, respectively. MedicareBlue 
Supplement insurance plans are not connected with or endorsed by the U.S. government or the federal Medicare program. 
Wellmark Advantage Health Plan, Inc., Wellmark Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Iowa, and Wellmark Blue Cross and Blue Shield of 
South Dakota are independent licensees of the Blue Cross and Blue Shield Association.
W-2022535 09/23 Y0156_CoopPrAdFYLIASD_C FVNR 1023

An authorized 
independent agent for

Kerbi Bowden
605-892-2306
35 N 5th Ave

Belle Fourche, SD
kbowden@fedts.com

I can help! 

SPORTS

$4.00 o� any haircut through January 31, 2025

BRONCBRONC
WRESTLERS

19026 US Hwy 85
Belle Fourche, SD 57717

605-892-3603 | 800-611-8796
NehlDental.com

Center of the Nation Implant Clinic

Wells Supply
1700 5TH AVENUE | BELLE FOURCHE, SD

605-892-2613

Water filters can help 
improve your household
waters taste and smell.

WATER & AIR FILTERS

Keeping the air 
filter in your 
furnace clean 
provides several 
benefits:

MONDAY - FRIDAY 8AM - 5PM
SATURDAY 8AM - 12PM | CLOSED SUNDAY

• It will prolong the life of
  the furnace
• Provide better air quality
• Improved heating and
  cooling efficiency

From A1 Soccer
(7/8-year-olds) to adults, 

showcasing soccer talent and 
bringing vibrant energy to the 
community.

   Games are held at The Belle 
Fourche Rec Center and South 
Park Elementary, with hopes to 
expand the venue as local soccer 
interest continues to grow. 

     This year, organizers are 
thrilled to offer extended seating 
at the Rec Center, ensuring an 
even better viewing experience 
for fans. PooterQ BBQ will 
have a food truck at South Park 
Elementary.

   A heartfelt thank you goes 
out to the event’s incredible 
top tier sponsors: Runnings, 
Cross Roads, First Interstate 
Bank, Monument Health, Wells 
Plumbing, NAPA, Pioneer Bank, 
Clarkson Foundation, West 
Tires, and Belle Fourche School 
District. 

    Their support, through 
donations of funds and supplies, 
makes this cherished event pos-
sible. Be sure to check out their 
banners hanging in the gyms and 
show them your appreciation!

   The tournament also fea-
tures a concession stand, offer-
ing snacks and a hearty break-
fast option for those attending 
early games. 

   This year, extended seating 
at the Rec Center promises an 
even better experience for fans.

   Whether you’re a soccer 
enthusiast or simply looking for 
a fun way to spend the weekend, 
the Center of the Nation Indoor 
Blast is the place to be. 

  Come grab a snack, cheer on 
your favorite team, and enjoy 
the action-packed competition-
February 7-9, 2025. Businesses 
interested in sponsorship oppor-
tunities are encouraged to get 
involved to make this communi-
ty event even better.

Adult team: Dad’s Bods

8
BYRON DAVIS IS TURNING EIGHTY!

Come have a piece of cake with him on
Saturday, February 15th from 1pm-3pm

at AmericInn in Belle Fourche

LOOK WHO’S
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Belle Fourche

511 National St. #101    605-723-0185

South Dakota Tourism Conference

The Belle Fourche Beacon booth at 2025 Tourism Conference at the Ramkota in Pierre.

Broncs Host Douglas

Medicare 
advice you 
can trust
Here to help you 
with your Medicare 
decisions.

CONTACT ME TODAY

W-2022541 09/23 Y0156_WMCoopPrtAdIASDV2_C FVNR 1023

Kerbi Bowden
605-892-2306 ext 103
35 5th Ave
Belle Fourche, SD
kbowden@fedts.com

jacksondental.org 605-892-6347

We’re more than a
practice, we’re family.
We value getting to know our patients
on a deeper level. At Jackson Dental,
you’re not just a patient, you’re family.

Free Early Childhood Developmental Screen-
ing for children ages 0-5

The Belle Fourche School District in collabora-
tion with SD Birth to Three, Badlands Head Start 
Prenatal to Five, and Families First invites you to 
attend.

Date: Friday, February 7, 2025
Time: 8:30 am to 2:30 pm
Where: North Park Elementary Early Interven-
tion Classroom

Please call for an appointment 
605-723-9139 

Joselyn Shockey

Dylan Park

1903 Reader’s Theatre to hold auditions for “Poker, Paisley and 
the Don Pratt Hotel”
   Auditions will be held Monday, Feb. 3 and Tuesday, Feb. 4 from 
6-8 p.m. at the Tri-State Museum and Visitor Center in Belle Fourche 
for the next 1903 Reader’s Theatre production entitled “Poker, Pais-
ley and the Don Pratt Hotel.” 
   The play is a comedy-mystery about the goings-on at the Don 
Pratt Hotel on a weekend in 1930, the year the hotel opened in Belle 
Fourche. The hotel is swirling with rumors about a secret poker game 
to be held in the hotel basement and about bootleggers who may – or 
may not – be in town. Central to the action is brand-new switchboard 
operator Myrna Chasley, who struggles to learn her job, deal with 
her imperious boss, Mrs. Hirschfield, and handle calls between the 
colorful hotel guests. 
   The play will incorporate some history about the area, the hotel, 
national politics and Prohibition. A key prop will be a period hotel 
switchboard, used onstage by Myrna, which comes from the muse-
um’s collections. 
   There are roles for approximately nine actors: five women and four 
men. Adults of all ages are encouraged to audition, and previous 
theatre experience is not required. Typical of reader’s theatre, lines 
are not learned for the performance, as actors carry scripts. 
   Rehearsals will be Feb. 9-13, and performances at 7 p.m. on Feb-
ruary 14 and 2 p.m. on February 15. The play is produced jointly by 
the Belle Fourche Arts Council and the Tri-State Museum and Visitor 
Center.  A silent auction and refreshments will be provided by the 
Arts Council members. Tickets will be $2 per person.
   For more information, call the Tri-State Museum and Visitor Cen-
ter at 605-723-1200. The Tri-State is located at 415 Fifth Avenue in 
Belle Fourche.
Tri-State Museum opens mini exhibit about the history of calen-
dars
   The Tri-State Museum and Visitor Center of Belle Fourche will 
open a mini exhibit entitled “Calendars,” on Saturday, February 8 
with a through-the-day reception of specially made cupcakes and 
beverages. There is no admission charge to attend. 
   “Calendars” examines the history of calendars from the ancient 
world to the modern one, including the origins of the names of days 
and months, lunar and solar calendars, the transition from the Julian 
to the Gregorian calendar and calendars of various cultures through 
time. The exhibit includes storyboards, photos, a touchscreen quiz, 
a take-home packet and children’s books to read. It will also include 
artifacts from the museum’s collections, which include a wide vari-
ety of regional and local calendars through the decades.
   This exhibit will be in place through April 10th and can be found 
in the Visitor Center. For more information about “Calendars,” call 
605-723-1200. The Tri-State Museum and Visitor Center is located at 
415 Fifth Avenue in Belle Fourche.
Tri-State Museum Rural Expressions Photo Contest Reception
Judging and reception of the BF Arts Council’s third annual Rural 
Expressions Photography Contest. Photos will have been on exhibit 
in the museum during the previous week. Visitors may vote for Peo-

 The South Dakota Governor’s 
Conference on Tourism 2025 
took place at the Ramkota Hotel 
& Conference Center in Pierre, 
drawing tourism professionals, 
business owners, and community 
leaders eager to shape the future 
of travel in the state. 
   The conference had attendees 
from all across South Dakota, 
including Belle Fourche. This 
year, Belle Fourche was well 
represented by Stacey Raisanen, 
Denver Lee, Walter Stein, Heath-
er O’Neil Stein, and the Belle 
Fourche Beacon.
   The three-day event was 
packed with expert-led break-
out sessions and speakers that 
provided insights into current 
trends shaping the tourism 
landscape here in South Dakota. 
Attendees had the opportunity to 
learn about innovative marketing 
strategies and tourism data for 
our state,  and the Secretary of 

Tourism, James Hagen, shared 
a wealth of information on 
how the team at Travel South 
Dakota will continue to grow 
the number of visitors to our 
state in 2025. 
    It was a great week of 
networking and learning from 
other tourism professionals 
across the state and nation. The 
Beacon would like to thank 
everyone who attended and 
helped promote our amazing 
community. 
     The Chamber of Commerce 
sent a wealth of information 
with fun Belle Fourche packets 
for attendees, and the Beacon 
provided copies of the Belle 
Fourche Visitors Magazine and 
newspaper. Great things are on 
the horizon for 2025! 
     To learn more about how 
you can be involved in grow-
ing tourism in our area, please 
visit sdvisit.com. 



 

Belle Silver Lining 
Lunch Program

Every day of the week
11:00 am – 1:00pm Belle Silver Lining Senior Center; 

828 Kingsbury St  605-892-6285 
Belle Silver Lining is open so come and enjoy a different 

lunch menu Monday thru Friday. 
$7 suggested donation.

Belle Silver Lining 
Thrift Store

Closed Monday; Tuesday-Friday 10am-5pm; Saturday 10am-
4pm

Belle Silver Lining Senior Center 828 Kingsbury St.   
605-892-6285

 		  For your shopping pleasure. 
	 Check with the staff if you have items to donate.

AA Meetings
   Meetings are held on 

Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturdays 
  at 8pm at 806 6th Ave, Belle Fourche.

Writer’s Group
Regular Meeting: Meeting will be Saturday, at 10 AM. 

B F Public Library, 3rd Sat.as always. 
Any and all writers are invited to attend.

Meals On Wheels
Program Ongoing 

11:30am-12:30pm Monday through Friday 
1500 Mill Street • 605-723-5036
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Tuesday, January 7, 2025
Regular Meeting Minutes Butte County Courthouse Commission Meeting 
Room 839 5th Avenue  Belle Fourche, SD 57717 Phone: 605-892-4485
THE BOARD OF BUTTE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS CONVENED AT 9:30 A.M. on January 7, 2025. Commissioners present 
were Harms, Herman, Ager, Walton, and Erk. Commissioner-elect Brunner was also present.
Chairperson Ager called the meeting to order and led the group in the Pledge of Allegiance.
Motion by Erk, Second by Herman to approve the meeting agenda with moving item 7.i to 13.5. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.
Chairman Ager called for a moment of silence/reflection.
Motion by Batterman Second by Erk to approve the Regular Scheduled Meeting Minutes from December 21, 2024, and Special 
Meeting Minutes from December 30, 2024, with no changes. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.
No Old/Unfinished Business, Committee reports, or New Business to report for 2024.
Commissioner Ager called the 2024 year officially closed. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.
Judge Day provided the Oath of Office for newly elected officials
a. Butte County Commissioner - District 2 – Thomas Brunner - Four Year Term b. Butte County States Attorney – Tim Barnaud - 
Four Year Term
Beginning at 9:38 AM the following citizens appeared during the Public Comment Session: • Dale Simanton recommended reduc-
ing staff to alleviate the shortage of office space.
Chairperson Ager stated that the Reorganization for 2025 was to commence.
Chairperson Ager called for nominations for 2025 Commission Chairperson.
Walton nominated Ager as 2025 Commissioner Chairperson. Brunner nominated Erk to be the 2025 Commission Chairperson. 
Nominations ceased and a vote was held with votes tallied as Ager – three (3), Erk – two (2). Chairperson Ager took the seat as 
2025 Commission Chair.
Chairperson Ager called for nominations for Vice-Chairperson.
Motion by Brunner, Second by Walton to nominate Commissioner Erk as the 2025 Commission Vice Chairperson, to cease nomina-
tions and cast a unanimous vote. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried. Commissioner Erk took the seat as Vice-Chairperson for 2025.
2025 Committee Appointments will be established at 21Jan2025 meeting.
Discussion was held regarding the dates and times of the 2025 meeting schedule. Commissioner Brunner asked what financial reper-
cussions might be caused by additional. 
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evening meetings. Commissioner Ager stated that he believed Commission business should be conducted during county hours. Dale 
Simanton suggested scheduling the second meeting of each month in the evenings.
Motion by Walton, Second by Batterman to establish the 2025 Commission meeting times on the first and third Tuesday of each 
month beginning at 9:30 a.m. and evening meetings on March 21, 2025, June 19, 2025, and September 19, 2025, beginning at 6:00 
P.M.
Substitute Motion by Brunner, Second by Erk to establish the 2025 Commission meeting times on the first of each month beginning 
at 9:30 a.m. and the third Tuesday of each month beginning at 6:00 p.m. Roll Call Vote: Brunner – Aye, Batterman – Nay, Walton – 
Nay, Erk – Aye, Ager – Nay. Motion failed.
Original Motion by Walton, Second by Batterman to establish the 2025 Commission meeting times on the first and third Tuesday of 
each month beginning at 9:30 a.m. and evening meetings on March 21, 2025, June 19, 2025, and September 19, 2025, beginning at 
6:00 P.M. Roll Call Vote: Brunner –Aye, Batterman – Aye, Walton – Aye, Erk – Aye, Ager – Aye. Motion Passed.
Motion by Brunner, Second by Erk to pass Resolution 2025-01 Establish Official Depositories. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.

RESOLUTION 2025-01
Establish Official Depositories
WHEREAS, SDCL 7-20-13 requires the County Board of Commissioners to approve the designation of each depository for the 
deposit of county funds, and
WHEREAS, several different financial institutions are doing business in Butte County and meet the requirements established under 
SDCL Chapter 7-20, and
WHEREAS, the Butte County Treasurer has requested the following financial institutions be designated as official depositories for 
the fiscal year 2025: Pioneer Bank & Trust 700 State Street, Belle Fourche, SD, First Interstate Bank 41 5th Avenue, Belle Fourche, 
SD, Northern Hills Federal Credit Union 504 Grant Street, Belle Fourche, SD, Highmark Federal Credit Union 1842 5th Avenue, 
Belle Fourche, SD, First National Bank 217 Girard Avenue, Newell, SD, and BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED, that the Butte 
County Board of Commissioners designate the above named financial institutions as official depositories for Butte County for the 
fiscal year 2025.
Dated this 7th day of January 2025.
BOARD OF BUTTE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
/s/:JamesAger ,CHAIRPERSON s ATTEST:/s/: Annie Capp ______________________________
Annie Capp, BUTTE COUNTY AUDITOR
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Motion by Erk, Second by Brunner to pass Resolution 2025-03 To Establish a Disbursement Schedule for Funds Paid Out. Vote 
Unanimous. Motion Carried.

RESOLUTION 2025-03
     To Establish a Disbursement Schedule for Funds Paid Out
WHEREAS, each budget year over a half dozen entities receive funds from Butte County’s Fiscal Budget, and
WHEREAS, the request for these budgeted funds are as the entities deem and the request for funding are not always timely, and
WHEREAS, in order to eliminate future cash flow and revenue problems and to improve the financial and managerial controls of 
County Funds and to provide the entities receiving funds for the fiscal year 2025 a firm payment schedule to work with,
BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED that the established schedule of payments and amounts are authorized for automatic payment 
with the mid monthly payments:
25% Cities/Towns Road Reversion       One Payment of $12,523.00 in January.
Teen Court                                              One Payment of $ 5,000.00 in January.
Prairie Hills Transit		            One Payment of $ 4,800.00 in January.
Compass Point		            One Payment of $ 1,200.00 in January.
CASA			             One Payment of $ 8,682.00 in January.
Action for Betterment of Community    One Payment of $ 1,200.00 in January.
BH Children’s Home Society 	           One Payment of    $ 480.00 in January.
Library Services	                             One payment of $ 6,773.75 to City of Belle Fourche on or before January 19,2025; One 
payment of $ 4,064.25 to City of Newell on or before January 19, 2025.
Artemis House		            Four payments of $ 962.50 in Mar, Jun, Sep, Dec
Community Health Nurse                       Four quarterly payments per State billings.
Predatory Animal                                    Twice a year as prescribed by law and billed by the State. 
Belle Silver Lining                                  One payment of $10,000.00 in May
B.F. Economic Development                  One payment of $20,000.00 in May
B.H. Council of Local Govt                    One payment of $ 5,515.00 in May
BF Chamber of Commerce                      One payment of $ 9,600.00 in May.
County Fair                                              One payment of $10,000.00 in May.
Ambulance                                         One payment of up to $ 106,406.00 contribution, upon Butte County Commission approval.
Fire                                                           Two payments of $29,389.50 in June & December.
Planning Commissioners                          One payment of $ 1,200.00 each at-large Planning Commissioner in December.
Weed Board                                              One payment of $ 300.00 each at-large Weed Commissioner in December.

Dated this 7th day of January 2025.
BOARD OF BUTTE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
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/s/: ______________________________ James Ager, CHAIRPERSON

ATTEST:/s/: ______________________________ Annie Capp, BUTTE COUNTY AUDITOR
Motion by Brunner, Second by Erk to pass Resolution 2025-04 Name of Official Newspaper for Legal Publication. Vote Unani-
mous. Motion Carried. Discussion was held regarding publishing in Belle Fourche Beacon.

RESOLUTION 2025-04
Name Official Newspaper for Legal Publication

WHEREAS, under SDCL 7-18-3 the Board of Commissioners are required to designate three (3) legal newspapers in the County, 
or in case there are not three (3) legal newspapers within the county, then as many as are legal, as the official newspapers for the 
County, for publication of Commissioner’s proceedings and notices and
WHEREAS, SDCL 7-18-3 requires the designation of the County’s official newspaper be made at the first meeting in January in 
each year, and
BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED, that the Butte County Board of Commissioners name the Black Hills Pioneer as the official 
newspaper for the year 2025.
Dated this 7th day of January 2025.

BOARD OF BUTTE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
/s/: ______________________________ , CHAIRPERSON
ATTEST:/s/: ______________________________ Annie Capp, BUTTE COUNTY AUDITOR
Motion by Batterman, Second by Brunner to pass Resolution 2025-05 Establish Election Polling Locations. Vote Unanimous. 
Motion Carried.

RESOLUTION 2025-05
Establish Election Polling Locations

WHEREAS, under SDCL 12-14-1 each year the County Board of Commissioners are required to establish the election polling 
locations for the upcoming year, and
WHEREAS, THE Butte County Auditor’s Office has recommended the following polling locations for the year 2025:
Absentee Voting:
        Upon availability of ballots until 5:00 P.M. the day prior to Election Day-
        Butte County Auditor’s Office in the Butte County Administration Building 117 5th
        Avenue, Belle Fourche, SD 57717
Election Day Voting:
Romans #11                                                               Belle Fourche Community Hall
Minnesela #16            			             Belle Fourche Community Hall
Fruitdale #17                                                              Belle Fourche Community Hall
Union #8, Horsecreek #13 and Newell Independent #14                 Newell City Hall
Newell #20                                                                                        Newell City Hall
Castle Rock #6                                                                                  Newell City Hall
Orman #12 and Nisland #18                                           American Legion Hall-Nisland
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Belle Fourche Wards 1, 2, 3, 4/Precincts 21,22,23,24,25,26,27,28
Newell City Hall Newell City Hall Newell City Hall
Orman #12 and Nisland #18
BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED, that the Butte County Board of Commissioners approve the above named election polling places 
for the year 2025.
Dated this 7th day of January 2025.
BOARD OF BUTTE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
/s/: ______________________________ James Ager, CHAIRPERSON
ATTEST:/s/: ______________________________ Annie Capp, BUTTE COUNTY AUDITOR
Motion by Walton, Second by Batterman to pass Resolution 2025-06 Establishment of Annual Wages for Fiscal Year 2025. Vote 
Unanimous. Motion Carried.

RESOLUTION 2025–06
Establishment of Annual Wages for fiscal year 2025

WHEREAS, in accordance with SDCL 6-1-10, a list of annual salaries for Butte County Officials and employees for the Year 2025 
must be published, and
BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED that the following list is the annualized salaries and hourly pay rates for Butte County employ-
ees in the Year 2025.
Salary employees: Barnaud, Tim - States Attorney $112,455.60, TBD - Deputy States Attorney $89,115.62, McCartney, LeEllen 
- Deputy States Attorney $41,184.00, Lamphere, Fred – Sheriff $83,455.42+Emergency Manager $10,231.52, Brunner, Julie – 
Register of Deeds $67,948.04, Lensegrav, Deb – Treasurer $67,199.24, Capp, Annie – Auditor $64,952.84+Commissioner Assistant 
$12,600.12, Wilson, Cristina – Director of Equalization $64,952.84+Planning Director $ 2,921.91, Saivong, Jasen - Veteran Service 
Officer $22,850.09+EM Administrator $11,830.52, Ager, James – Commissioner $19,106.36, Batterman, Terry – Commissioner 
$19,106.36, Brunner, Tom- Commissioner $19,106.36, Erk, Chad - Commissioner $19,106.36, Walton, Frank – Commissioner 
$19,106.36.
Hourly employees:
Abraham, Heather $21.17, Bachman, Becky $25.39, Cooper, Kim $23.85, Day, Julia $28.15, Fickbohm, Collette $25.60, Fox, Krin-
da $25.29, Franke, Brian $19.63, Freed, Dennis $27.49, Goshorn, Megan $21.17, Hahne, Bailey $29.70, Hale, Cassandra $22.93, 
Hanzlik, Colin $23.29, 
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Heidrich, Dwayne $34.01, Heidrich, Sandra $27.26, Hendrickson, Lindsey $22.13, Herman, Josh $24.41, Homola, Aric $27.64, 
Jensen, Heidi $25.75, Johnston, Lorita $27.26, Jones, Polly $25.39, Keegan, Kelly $29.35, Kenoyer, Patrick $28.21, Kiley, Clara 
$27.98, Kindsfater, Mary Elizabeth $27.26, Larson, Mark $24.41, Lippincott, Stephanie $22.13, Mahaffy, Lonnie $24.41, March, 
Jason $32.17 + EM Admin 2 $2,921.91, Mckenzie, Casey $29.70, Monier, Marc, $24.41, Nelson, Gerald $23.57, Nelson, Jobe 
$22.49, Nelson, Lisa $30.11, Nemire, Karen $22.13, Pickett, Victoria $25.60, Ramirez, Johnna $23.85, Rath, Crystal $26.47, Riley, 

PIERRE, S.D. – Thirteen 
individuals and businesses were 
honored in Pierre for exemplary 
achievements in the tourism 
industry. Winners received their 
awards from Lt. Governor Lar-
ry Rhoden and James Hagen, 
Secretary of the Department 
of Tourism, on January 23, the 
final night of the 2025 South 
Dakota Governor’s Conference 
on Tourism.
    The Governor’s Tourism 
Rising Star Award was pre-
sented to Ashley Geigle* of 
Murdo. This award recognizes 
an individual who has worked 
in the tourism industry for two 
to four years, is excelling in 
their career, and whose work is 
demonstrating a bright future 
in the tourism industry. As 
economic development director, 
Geigle was honored for her 
ability to organize events, host 
influential industry leaders, and 
connect economic initiatives 
with tourism objectives, includ-
ing spearheading the town’s 
inaugural Rooster Rush and 
leading the local Rally Rush . 
She’s also brought attention to 
rural communities and focused 
on local development projects, 
including expanding housing, 
daycare options and afterschool 
programs.
The Peter Norbeck Excellence 
in Tourism Innovation Award 
was given to two entities: 
the community of Faulkton 
and Mazing Acres Pumpkin 
Patch of Yankton. This award 
recognizes an industry partner 
for their innovative thinking 
in making their destination, 
business, event, or attraction 
even more appealing to visitors. 
Faulkton was honored for its 
interactive ad campaign that 
attracted day-trippers, adven-
turers and arts lovers to “take 
the Carousel City for a spin” 
and experience a “Faulk-ton of 
fun.” 
    Since opening in 2020, 
Molly and Scott Nedved have 
focused on adding new fall 
fun every year to the 25-acre 
Mazing Acres Pumpkin Patch. 
Visitors currently enjoy more 

than 30 activities, including 
pumpkin picking, a 150-foot 
slide, five-acre corn maze, and 
a petting zoo that includes a 
cow named Bubba. An annual 
fall festival attracts new and 
returning visitors. 2025 will 
feature their first Wine & Flower 
Festival complete with flower 
fields, wine and live music.
   The Rooster Rush Cacklin’ 
Community Award was present-
ed to the Aberdeen Convention 
and Visitors Bureau for going 
above and beyond to make 
in-state and out-of-state hunters 
feel welcome. 
    The inaugural Rally Rush 
Rumblin’ Community Award 
was given to both Black Hills & 
Badlands Tourism Association 
and the Watertown Convention 
& Visitors Bureau. “Both of 
these partners went to work 
with extensive plans to provide 
warm welcomes to riders from 
across the country. Efforts in-
cluded radio commercials, local 
billboards, welcome banners, 
and staff armed with Rally Rush 
gear,” said Hagen. 
    The A.H. Pankow Award 
recognizes a representative of 
the media for showing superior 
interest in and providing cover-
age of South Dakota’s tourism 
industry. This year’s award went 
to Jack Caudill, news anchor 
for KOTA Territory News in 
Rapid City. Caudill was selected 
for his passion for sharing area 
stories and mentoring the next 
generation of young reporters 
during his 32-year career at 
KOTA. 
    My Place Hotels of Water-
town took home the George S. 
Mickelson Award. This award 
honors businesses, communities, 
or organizations that exceed 
visitors’ customer service 
expectations all year long. This 
business prides itself on provid-
ing superior customer service 
with highly informed staff and 
excellent customer service of-
ferings including local business 
partnerships.
    The Ruth Ziolkowski* Out-
standing Hospitality & Custom-
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Prices e�ective 7am-9pm Seven Days a Week Next two weeks
Wednesday January 29th through Tuesday, February 11th

Now available at
Lynn’s Belle Fourche

Lord Calvert
Canadian

Whisky
175L

Windsor
Canadian

Whisky
175L

$19.99 $19.99

Beer, Wine, & Spirits....

$49.99 $49.99

Pendleton
Whisky

175L

Jameson
Irish

Whiskey
175L

$24.99

Tito’s
Handmade

Vodka
1L

$14.99

Fireball
Cinnamon

Whiskey
750ml

Keller Williams Realty Black Hills
(605) 210-1162

email: alank@kw.com

Licensed in SD & WY
https://www.bhhomeandland.com

Alan Kindsfater 
Broker Associate

501 Grant Street Belle Fourche, SD  

605-892-2270 •  Jct. 212/85Part of the Conoco MidAmerica Travel Plaza
Unbeatable Sunday Brunch “Chef’s” Daily Lunch Special 

Family Friendly
 Fine Dining 

Anytime!

highmarkfcu.com
605.892.4631

Get Paid For Your  
Grades At Highmark

*3.5 GPA must be on a 4.0 grading system. Membership Required. Certain restrictions apply. Only students age 13 - 19 
qualify to earn rewards. Account must be in good standing. By participating in this program, parents or guardians of 
winners agree to have their child’s name, photo/likeness used in any advertising material related to the marketing of the 
SMART MONEY program without additional financial or other compensation. $10 payouts will be deposited into the 
student’s Teen Account with Highmark and may be subject to IRS reporting. Winner is responsible for all tax liability. 
Report card or copy of report card must be dated within 30 days of the end of a semester to be considered. 

Federally insured by NCUA

Now you can get rewarded for making good grades. 
With our new SMART MONEY program, keeping your 
GPA up means you can earn money.  For more details 
go to www.highmarkfcu.com/teen-club-account.  Keep 
making those great grades and being rewarded with 

the SMART MONEY program.

Get Paid For Grades Belle Fourche 4x6.indd   1Get Paid For Grades Belle Fourche 4x6.indd   1 8/30/24   10:29 AM8/30/24   10:29 AMer Service Award is given annu-
ally to four industry members, 
each representing one of the four 
tourism regions in South Dakota. 
This award recognizes tourism 
industry professionals who 
provide remarkable service to 
visitors and whose work demon-
strates an outstanding spirit of 
hospitality. These awards were 
given to Phil Zea* of Hotel on 
Phillips in Sioux Falls; Lyndy 
Ireland of Triangle Ranch Bed 
& Breakfast of Philip; Don-
na Behrend* of Choco Latte 
Coffee and Handmade Candy of 
Brookings; and Mollie Harmon 
of River City Friday Nights in 
Chamberlain. 
    “Each of these winners exem-
plify the one-of-a-kind visitor 
experience that Ruth offered 
her customers. Phil has even 
been known to go chasing after 
guests to offer them an umbrella 
in the rain,” said Hagen. “They 
all go out of their way to make 
each guest feel at home in South 

Dakota.” 
    The Ben Black Elk Award is 
a prestigious honor recogniz-
ing an individual who makes 
outstanding contributions to 
the state’s visitor industry. 
This year’s award was given 
to Susan Kightlinger of Rapid 
City . For more than 30 years, 
Kightlinger has been a passion-
ate and dedicated advocate for 
Deadwood and the entire Black 
Hills area. Her resume includ-
ed executive director of the 
Deadwood Chamber & Visitors 
Bureau and 12 years as market-
ing director for the Deadwood 
Mountain Grand before her 
retirement in 2024. Her outgo-
ing personality and passion for 
the area are credited for making 
a truly powerful impact on the 
Black Hills tourism industry.
The South Dakota Department 
of Tourism is comprised of 
Travel South Dakota and the 
South Dakota Arts Council. The 
department is led by Secretary 
James D. Hagen.

  Donna BehrendDonna Behrend (L) and  (L) and Lyndy IrelandLyndy Ireland (R) received (R) received RuthZiolkowsk * Outstanding Hospitality & Customer Service Awards RuthZiolkowsk * Outstanding Hospitality & Customer Service Awards
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WEATHER HAT CO.
Custom and Handcrafted Hats

EST. 1912

Jack Scholl
Craftsman

(605) 645 - 1654
519 Grant St. Belle Fourche

Comfortable Casino area!
Expanded Sunday Brunch

“Chef’s” Daily Lunch Special
Now Booking Parties!
Door Dash Available

892-2270 • 16 N 5th Ave., Belle Fourche Jct. 212/85 Part of the Conoco MidAmerica Travel Plaza

Tea    From A1

Gone with the Wind -movie choice for Wilma Dick. Here she 
tells movie facts and childhood memories. 

Shannon L. Rolando
Financial Advisor

1407 5th Avenue
Belle Fourche, SD 57717
Bus. 605-569-7979 • Fax 855-221-2509

shannon.rolando@edwardjones.com
edwardjones.com/shannon-rolando

2111 5th Ave Belle Fourche, SD 57717
(605) 892-2120

Phil Kissack
Registered Representative

Black Hills Vision Care
“Keeping Your Future in Focus”

605-892-2020
1830 5th Avenue Belle Fourche

 
Optometrist
Dr. Heidi Nash

Opticians
Steve Jewett
December White
 

118 5th Avenue Belle Fourche, SD 57717
Phone: 605.892.2802

bcrepair2@rushmore.com
Josh Bunney, Manager

              • Total Spine & Joint Health 
                      • Foot Levelers Custom Orthitics
                                     • DOT Physicals 
                                           • Sports and Work Physicals
  • Most Insurance Accepted •

Doug Larson,DC •••• Cory Whalen,DC 

Ladies at the Annual Tea pick which finger foods look good to 
take back to their table to enjoy with their tea. 
Longbrake photos

Laura Bennet explains why she picked the movie 
The Cowboys and provides interesting facts about the movie. 

Another table hostess, Wilma 
Dick, shared her reasons for 
picking her movie, Gone with 
the Wind, “I grew up with it, 
I was just a young child when 
my mother first took me to the 
movie.”
In addition to hot tea, a table 

full of fancy finger foods was 
available to all in attendance. 
The menu was carefully curated. 
“The Tea Committee comes 
up with a menu, although it 
typically is divided between five 
savory and five sweet options,” 
said Kristi Thielen, Director. 
“There are certain people whose 
expertise is one or the other, and 
they are invariably asked if they 
will then provide that for us, and 
that’s how the whole thing gets 
put together!”
This was the first Tea that was 

able to utilize the new addition 
at the Tri-State Museum. In 
the past years the tables were 
placed in the crowded museum 
and there was just not space for 
many people to attend. “The tea 
would be in the museum and 
sometimes it would be out in 
the visitor center lobby, right 
there when you come in but we 
didn’t have near the people,” 
said Shirley Edwards, Museum 
Volunteer. “I think they sold like 
70 tickets, we would have never 
been able to put that many out 
there.”
Everyone gathered before the 

Tea began to look at all of the 
decorated tables and vote on 
their favorite of the day. The 
Gone with the Wind table by 
Wilma Dick was picked as Peo-
ple’s Choice. At the end of the 
festivities a basket of goodies 
was given to one lucky person 
at each table. “At each table, 
guests will have one sticker 
underneath the the saucer plate 
and if they have the sticker, 
then they get a door prize,” said 
Sexton.
Look for the Annual Tea 

coming up again later this year. 
“Usually, we do have it in Sep-
tember, but the addition wasn’t 
finished yet so we had to push 
it back to January, but the next 
one, we’re going to do it Sep-
tember again,” said Jean Maher, 
Assistant Director.

  

                        

   White’s Electrical Service & 

Technology LLC   
 

 

Good Shepherd Clinic is a free medical clinic for adults, ages 19-64, who do not 
qualify for or have insurance and meet 200% of the Federal Poverty Level. Medical 
services will be available on the 2nd and 4th Thursdays of the month at Shepherd of 
the Hills Lutheran Church in Lead. Enter the church through the Julius Street 
parking lot (below 825 W. Main Street).

The Spearfish clinic will continue to provide medical,
emergency dental, counseling, and resource services on Monday

nights at Our Savior’s Lutheran church, located at 1020 State Street.

Next Clinic: Thursday, February 13th

& Thursday, February 27th

Registration will be from 6:00-7:00pm.
Good Shepherd Clinic

Shepherd of the Hills Church
825 W Main Street in Lead

For more information contact:
Phone: 605-717-2080
Email: director@goodshepherdclinicspearfish.com
Website: www.goodshepherdclinicspearfish.com
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P.O. Box 576 Belle Fourche, SD 57717   (605) 645-2193

ST. ONGE Wed. January 29, 2025

511 National St. #101    605-723-0185

B-1

Wells Plumbing & Supplies 

8-5 Monday-Friday
8-12 Saturday
Closed Sunday 605-892-2613 | 1700 5th Avenue

Hastings Livestock Poly & 
Galvenized Water Tanks in Stock

17th AnnuAl St Onge liveStOck
Consignment maChinery auCtion

Sunday, April 27, 2025
St Onge Livestock parking lot, St Onge, SD 57779

Starting at 10:00 am – Tractors will sell at 1:00 pm
NOW TAKING CONSIGNMENTS

                   Auction conducted by BLACK HILLS AUCTION COMPANY
Doug Dietterle ~ 605-788-2963
Justin Tupper ~ 605-680-0259 
Cody Tupper ~ 605-569-3589

Terms of the sale are cash, bankable check or credit card. 
Announcements made the day of sale take precedence.

Not responsible for accidents. Concessions will be available. 

Our Internet Address: www.stongelivestock.com E-mail: stonge@rushmore.com
We appreciate your business. Call anyone of us any time if you have stock to sell. We are glad to come to your ranch.

PHONES: 1-800-249-1995 • 605-642-2200 • FAX 605-642-7628

Tim Tetrault ~ Fieldman: 605-642-9792 • 605-641-0328
Ron Frame ~ Fieldman: 307-896-6397 • 605-641-0229

Dustin Vining ~ Fieldman: 605-354-9966

Jess Cline ~ Fieldman: 307-751-8143
Ray Pepin ~ Fieldman: 605-892-5072

Tyler Escott ~ Fieldman: 406-853-5690

Doug Dietterle ~ Auctioneer
605-788-2963

RaNDy Searer ~ Auctioneer
406-480-1974

We appreciate your business. Call any one of us any time if you have stock to sell. We are glad to come to your ranch.

 ST. ONGE LIVESTOCK Now Broadcasts our Sales live on the internet at WWW.CATTLEUSA.COM

Justin Tupper ~ Cattle Yards Manager
605-680-0259 

Brooke Tupper ~ Office Mgr. 605-642-2200
Doug Dietterle ~ Auctioneer 605-788-2963

Randy Searer ~ Auctioneer 406-480-1974
Tim Tetrault ~ Fieldman: 605-642-9792 •  

605-641-0328

Ray Pepin ~ Fieldman: 605-892-5072
Tyler Escott ~ Fieldman: 406-853-5690

Scott Crowser ~ Fieldman: 605-645-2654

Casey Humble ~ Fieldman: 605-490-9829
Kelly Baker ~ Fieldman: 605-569-3007
JL Driskill  ~ Fieldman: 307-660-5422

NEWELL SHEEP YARDSNEWELL SHEEP YARDS
611 S Dartmouth Ave

Newell, SD 57760
1-800-409-4149 • 605-456-2348 

FAX: 605-456-2436
 Barney Barnes  Sheep Yards 

Mgr. - 605-641-2333
Auctioneer: Cody Tupper  

605-569-3589

 Fieldman : Gilbert Wood  
605-456-2400 
605-641-7100

 Fieldman : Dustin Vining  
605-354-9966

2025 CATTLE SALES
January 31st – Feeder Cattle & Replacement Hfr Special – Selling All Classes Of Cattle
February 7th – No Sale – Visit The Black Hills Stock Show
February 14th – Feeder Cattle & Replacement Hfr Special – Selling All Classes Of Cattle
February 21st – Bred Heifer & Cow Special – Selling All Classes Of Cattle
February 28th – Feeder Cattle & Replacement Hfr Special – Selling All Classes Of Cattle
March 7th – Bred Heifer & Cow Special – Selling All Classes Of Cattle
March 14th – Feeder Cattle & Replacement Hfr Special – Selling All Classes Of Cattle
March 21st – Bred Heifer & Cow Special – Selling All Classes Of Cattle
March 28th – Feeder Cattle & Replacement Hfr Special – Selling All Classes Of Cattle
April 4th – Bred Heifer & Cow Special – Selling All Classes Of Cattle
April 11th – Feeder Cattle & Replacement Hfr Special – Selling All Classes Of Cattle
April 18th – Pair & Bred Cow Special – Selling All Classes Of Cattle
April 25th – Feeder Cattle & Replacement Hfr Special – Selling All Classes Of Cattle=

St Onge Livestock has a receiving station for the Gillette Area every Thursday.  It is on 
Northern Drive in Gillette.  Call Doug Miller at 307-660-0960 to let him know what is 
coming.  You can unload all day every Thursday until 3 pm.  You pay receiving station 
fee of $3 per head & $2.50/cwt for trucking.  You can also call Justin Tupper at 605-680-

0259 & he can let them know your cattle are coming also.
THE BROADUS RECEIVING STATION IS TAKING CATTLE EVERY THURSDAY FOR OUR 

SALES ON FRIDAY.  You can drop your cattle off every Thursday by 3pm. You pay receiving 
station fee of $3 per head & $2.50/cwt for trucking.  For more information, call Tyler or 

Brandy Escott at 406-421-5579 or 406-951-1666 or Justin Tupper at 605-680-0259.

Video Auction Time is Coming up very, quickly - 
If  you are considering filming your Calves or Yearlings for Fall Delivery 

Contact Us For Your Video Marketing Needs

St. Onge Livestock 
We are reps for 

SUPERIOR LIVESTOCK AUCTION
Attention to all sheep & goat producers: It is required that every male & female animal over the age of 12 

months have a scrapies tag in place to sell.  These tags can be obtained by the producer for FREE by 
calling 1-866-873-2824.  If they come to the sale barn without being tagged, you will be charged $4/hd 

for our vet to do them.  Please call us if you have any questions.

Sheep Report - Thursday, January 23, 2025
Lambs sold on a lower market
Fleshy slaughter ewes sold $10 higher, medium and thin ewes were $5 higher
Good demand on the bred ewes

Next sale - Jan. 30 - Bred Ewe Special- Selling all classes of sheep and goats
No Sale Feb. 6 - Go visit the Black Hills Stock Show
Animals should be here by 10 AM so they can be weighed before the sale
Thank you for your business! 

Bred Ewes - Sold by the head
Schmidt, Cleve, Belle Fourche SD ............................33 ....2-Sld ....................181 .... $280.00 
Fishhook Ranch, Prairie City SD ...............................27 ....6yr........................191 .... $197.50 
Fishhook Ranch, Prairie City SD ...............................41 ....6yr........................191 .... $190.00 
Feeder Lambs
Allen, Kim, Oral SD ..26 ..............................................Lamb ............................109 .... $193.00 
Dale Edwards Inc, Broadus MT .................................28 ....Lamb ...................61 ....... $265.00 
Dale Edwards Inc, Broadus MT .................................436 ..Lamb ...................80 ....... $231.00 
Dale Edwards Inc, Broadus MT .................................152 ..Lamb ...................98 ....... $192.00 
Fishhook Ranch, Prairie City SD ...............................59 ....Lamb ...................85 ....... $231.00 
Germann, Darwin, Rhame ND ..................................106 ..Lamb ...................154 .... $151.00 
Gunderson, Roger, Buffalo SD ..................................81 ....Lamb ...................77 ....... $240.00 
Gunderson, Roger, Buffalo SD ..................................37 ....Lamb ...................96 ....... $190.00 
Hickman, Sam Or Kendra, Nisland SD ....................56 ....Lamb ...................88 ....... $229.00 
Mcamis, Steve Or Renee, Belle Fourche SD ..........25 ....Lamb ...................80 ....... $236.00 
Ryen, Jd & Christi, Prairie City SD .............................20 ....Lamb ...................78 ....... $241.00 
Schmidt, Cleve, Belle Fourche SD ............................45 ....Lamb ...................86 ....... $227.00 
Slaughter Ewes
Dale Edwards Inc, Broadus MT .................................26 ....K Ewe .................148 .... $100.00 
Dale Edwards Inc, Broadus MT .................................32 ....K Ewe .................166 ...... $90.00 
Hewson, Troy Or Elaine, Newell SD .........................73 ....K Ewe .................214 ...... $94.00 
Sacrison, Zane, Piedmont SD....................................11 .....K Ewe .................155 ...... $83.00 
Turbiville, Trent, Buffalo SD .........................................15 ....K Ewe .................135 .... $100.00 
Williamson, Levi, Moorcroft WY .................................8.......K Ewe .................122 ...... $95.00 
Slaughter Bucks
Johnson Sheep & Cattle Llc, Belle Fourche SD......11 .....Kbuck ..................238 ...... $99.00 
Schmidt, Cleve, Belle Fourche SD ............................9.......Kbuck ..................208 ...... $99.00 
Turbiville, Trent, Buffalo SD .........................................8.......Kbuck ..................211 ....... $99.00

2025 SHEEP SALES
February 6th – No Sale – Check Out Sheep Day At The Black Hills Stock Show
February 13th – Regular Sale – Selling All Classes Of Sheep & Goats
February 20th – Bred Ewe Special – Selling All Classes Of Sheep & Goats
February 27th – Regular Sale – Selling All Classes Of Sheep & Goats
March 6th – Regular Sale – Selling All Classes Of Sheep & Goats
March 13th – Bred Ewe Special – Selling All Classes Of Sheep & Goats
March 20th – Regular Sale – Selling All Classes Of Sheep & Goats
March 27th – Regular Sale – Selling All Classes Of Sheep & Goats
April 3rd – Bred Ewe Special – Selling All Classes Of Sheep & Goats
April 10th – Regular Sale – Selling All Classes Of Sheep & Goats
April 17th – Regular Sale – Selling All Classes Of Sheep & Goats
April 24th – Bred Ewe Special – Selling All Classes Of Sheep & Goats
May 1st – Regular Sale – Selling All Classes Of Sheep & Goats
May 8th – Regular Sale – Selling All Classes Of Sheep & Goats
May 15th – New Crop Lamb Special – Selling All Classes Of Sheep & Goats
May 22nd – Regular Sale – Selling All Classes Of Sheep & Goats
May 29th – New Crop Lamb Special – Selling All Classes Of Sheep & Goats

Cattle Report - Friday, January 24, 2025
Just over 1000 hd today
Big demand for the bred hfrs and cows

Next sale - Jan. 31 - Feeder Cattle & Bred Cow Special - 9 AM
Thank you for marketing with St Onge Livestock!

Bred Hfrs & Cows - Sold by the head
Ellsbury Livestock LLC, Sundance WY ......54 ........Blk ......Hfr ..........1023 ............ $3,350.00 
Riley, John Or Mike, Volborg MT .................42 ........Blk ......Hfr ..........1081 ............ $3,300.00 
Riley, John Or Mike, Volborg MT .................9 ..........Blk ......Hfr ..........1117 ............. $3,225.00 
21 Ranch Inc, Sundance WY .......................13 ........Rrbl.....4-5 Year 1178............. $2,700.00 
Bull, Greg, Ashland MT..................................19 ........Bbld ....4-5 Year 1086 ............ $2,850.00 
Bull, Greg, Ashland MT..................................10 ........Blk ......Hfr ..........852 .............. $2,800.00 
Bull, Greg, Ashland MT..................................9 ..........Blk ......Hfr ..........848 .............. $2,700.00 
Dobesh, Dane Or Kristi, Belle Fourche SD 9 ..........Herf ....Hfr ..........980 .............. $3,200.00 
Dobesh, Dane Or Kristi, Belle Fourche SD 10 ........Herf ....4-5 Year 1222 ............ $3,035.00 
Dobesh, Dane Or Kristi, Belle Fourche SD 10 ........Herf ....4-5 Year 1179............. $2,975.00 
Dobesh, Dane Or Kristi, Belle Fourche SD 16 ........Herf ....S-Ss ......1364 ............ $2,800.00 
Habeck, Mike, Belle Fourche SD ................26 ........Red ....4-5 Year 1502 ............ $3,225.00 
Habeck, Mike, Belle Fourche SD ................10 ........Red ....Solid ......1567 ............ $2,850.00 
Herrington, Gary, Hermosa SD ....................21 ........Blk ......Solid ......1619 ............ $2,875.00 
Herrington, Gary, Hermosa SD ....................18 ........Blk ......Broken ..1509 ............ $2,475.00 
Jensen Ranches LLC, Whitewood SD .......21 ........Red ....Hfr ..........1065 ............ $2,975.00 
Kleven, Rick & Tim, Piedmont SD ...............18 ........Bbld ....Ss...........1411............. $2,960.00 
Kleven, Rick & Tim, Piedmont SD ...............15 ........Bbld ....S-Ss ......1382 ............ $2,900.00 
Kleven, Rick & Tim, Piedmont SD ...............10 ........Bbld ....S-Ss ......1382 ............ $2,900.00 
Kleven, Rick & Tim, Piedmont SD ...............29 ........Bbld ....Broken ..1388 ............ $2,375.00 
Sleep Ranch Llc, Spearfish SD ...................13 ........Blk ......Hfr ..........1201 ............ $3,285.00 
Sleep Ranch Llc, Spearfish SD ...................12 ........Blk ......3 Years ..1167............. $3,025.00 
Sleep Ranch Llc, Spearfish SD ...................15 ........Blk ......S-Ss ......1400 ............ $2,800.00 
Soelzer, Steven F, Piedmont SD..................14 ........Blk ......4-5 Year 1500 ............ $3,375.00 
Weigh Up Cows
Battle Creek Cattle Co, Rapid City SD ........1 ..........Blk ......Cwette ...1470 ............ $143.00 
Battle Creek Cattle Co, Rapid City SD ........2 ..........B/R .....Cow .......1457 ............ $141.50 
Battle Creek Cattle Co, Rapid City SD ........1 ..........Blk ......Cow .......1400 ............ $139.00 
Battle Creek Cattle Co, Rapid City SD ........1 ..........Blk ......Cow .......1450 ............ $135.00 
Bull, Greg, Ashland MT..................................1 ..........Blk ......Hfrt .........1005 ............ $184.00 
Bull, Greg, Ashland MT..................................1 ..........Bld ......Cow .......1300 ............ $142.00 
Deer Creek Livestock Llc, Moorcroft WY ...6 ..........Blk ......Hfrt .........812 .............. $241.50 
Deer Creek Livestock Llc, Moorcroft WY ...1 ..........Blk ......Hfrt .........885 .............. $220.00 
Deer Creek Livestock Llc, Moorcroft WY ...1 ..........Blk ......Hfrt .........825 .............. $200.00 
Deer Creek Livestock Llc, Moorcroft WY ...8 ..........Blk ......Hfrt .........1023 ............ $188.50 
Deer Creek Livestock Llc, Moorcroft WY ...1 ..........Blk ......Hfrt .........990 .............. $184.00 
Habeck, Mike, Belle Fourche SD ................1 ..........Red ....Cwette ...1290 ............ $143.00 
Hand, Justin, Nemo SD ................................1 ..........Blk ......Hfrt .........1100............. $214.00 
Hand, Justin, Nemo SD ................................1 ..........Red ....Hfrt .........945 .............. $199.00 
Hanson, Chris Or Kellie, Piedmont SD .......1 ..........Rbld....Hfrt .........935 .............. $225.00 
Herrington, Gary, Hermosa SD ....................1 ..........Blk ......Cwette ...1365 ............ $143.00 
Herrington, Gary, Hermosa SD ....................1 ..........Blk ......Cow .......1525 ............ $136.50 
IVN Cattle Co LLC, Newcastle WY .............1 ..........Blk ......Cwette ...1545 ............ $143.00 
Lewis, Dan, Rapid City SD ...........................3 ..........Blk ......Hfrt .........1218 ............ $169.50 
Lewis, Dan, Rapid City SD ...........................3 ..........Blk ......Cow .......1575 ............ $141.50 
Lewis, Dan, Rapid City SD ...........................1 ..........Blk ......Cow .......1670 ............ $141.00 
Lewis, Dan, Rapid City SD ...........................1 ..........Blk ......Cow .......1260 ............ $138.00 
Lewis, Stan, Nisland SD ................................1 ..........Red ....Cow .......1670 ............ $134.50 
Long, John, Red Owl SD ..............................2 .......................Cow .......1377 ............ $131.00 
Peterson, Randy, Rapid City SD ..................1 ..........Blk ......Cow .......1735 ............ $140.50 
Riley, John Or Mike, Volborg MT .................2 .......................Hfrt .........1060 ............ $219.00 
Soelzer, Steven F, Piedmont SD..................1 ..........Blk ......Cwette ...1315 ............ $143.00 
Weigh Up Bulls
Besler, Adam Or Stacey, St Onge SD ........1 ..........Red ....Bull .........1805 ............ $175.00 
Deer Creek Livestock Llc, Moorcroft WY ...4 ..........Blk ......Bull .........1432 ............ $140.00 
Deer Creek Livestock Llc, Moorcroft WY ...6 ..........Blk ......Bull .........1339 ............ $151.50 
Habeck, Mike, Belle Fourche SD ................1 ..........Red ....Bull .........1610 ............ $163.00 
Habeck, Mike, Belle Fourche SD ................1 ..........Red ....Bull .........1550 ............ $150.00 
Seldo Inc, Boyes MT......................................1 ..........Blk ......Bull .........1350 ............ $153.00 
Talcott, Kenneth, Hammond MT ..................1 ..........Blk ......Bull .........1620 ............ $124.00

NEWELL SHEEP YARDS
Thursday, January 30, 2025

Bred Ewe Special 1:00 PM
Bred Ewes

Chuck Waterland – 34 4 & 5 Yr Old Ewes – Bf Bucks – 3/1
Cleve Schmidt – 250 2 To 6 Yr Old Ewes – Wf Bucks – 3/20
Cleve Schmidt – 100 2 To 6 Yr Old Ewes – Wf Bucks – 5/20
SD Consignment – Pending – 120 4 To 6 Yr Old Ewes – 3/1

Feeder Lambs
SD – 400 New Crop Lambs – 70#

SD – 600 Lambs – 100#
Plus more by sale time!

Please have animals in by 10:00 AM
So they can all be weighed before the sale!

Friday, January 31, 2025
Feeder Cattler & Bred Cow Special

BT-Braning Time Shots    PC-PreCondition Shots   DF-Drug Free  
 BV-Bangs Vaccinated    NI- No Implants

Feeder Cattle
John Bruch -- 160 Blk Strs & Hfrs -- 500-600# - BT, PC
Sand Stone Creek Ranch -- 80 Blk Hfrs -- 625-675# - BT, PC, NI, BV
 - 35 Blk Strs -- 650-700# - BT, PC
WY Consignment -- 100 Blk Strs & Hfrs -- 500-625# - BT, PC 
Barbaro Inc -- 99 Blk Hfrs -- 600-650# - BT, PC, NI, No Hfrs Kept -- Replacement Quality
Kelby Kretschman -- 52 Blk Hfrs -- 700# - BT, PC, Poured, BV -- Replacement Quality
 - 32 Blk Strs -- 500-700# - BT, PC, Poured
PeeGee Ranch -- 21 Blk Strs -- 400-700# - BT, PC, Poured
Warren Falzerano -- 15 Blk Strs -- 550-650#
Rocky Schmidt -- 13 Red Hfrs -- 600-625# - BT, PC, BV
Bred Heifers & Cows
Fruit Ranch -- 90 Blk Solid To Short Term Cows -- Bred Blk Sim -- 4/1
K & D Livestock -- 55 Blk Hfrs -- Bred Lbw Pine Coulee Bulls -- 3/20
Jim & Jean Smeenk -- 45 Blk Short Term Cows -- Bred Blk -- 3/25
Triple T Ranch -- 40 Blk 8 To 10 Yr Old Cows -- Bred Blk -- 2/22
Semlek Ranch -- 30 B Lk Short Solid To Broken Cows -- Bred Blk -- 4/15
Larry & Sandra Nelson -- 25 Red Short Term Cows -- Bred Red Angus -- 4/15
Whitney Ranch -- 13 Blk & Red Solid To Short Term Cows -- Blk Sim -- 3/20

Plus more by sale time!

2nd annual spring Coin, gun & Western 
memorabilia auCtion

May 10 & 11, 2025
Moose Lodge, Belle Fourche, SD

MAY 10th Currency Auction - MAY 11th Gun & Western Memorbilia
NOW TAKING CONSIGNMENTS

Don’t miss the auction live or online at http://BlackHillsAuction.hibid.com/auctions/current
Auction Conducted by Black Hills Auction Co

Justin Tupper ~ 605-680-0259 
Doug Dietterle ~ 605-788-2963
Cody Tupper ~ 605-569-3589

500 State Street, Belle Fourche, SD | 605-892-4773

For every $75 spent
 of wrangler

Receive a free vouc
her

to select nig
hts of the

prca rodeo rapid city

Stop in at

Pete's Clothing/Hodge Bootery
in Belle Fourche for all
your western wear needs

NEWSPRINGITEMSARRIVINGDAILY!,

,
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Aaron: 605-645-0422  |  Mitch: 605-892-5561

11363 US Hwy 212 • Belle Fourche, SD 57717
605-892-2230

WWW.LINDSKOVIMP.COM

2015 Bobcat S750

$42,000

Open: Monday - Friday 7:30am-6pm
307 US HWY 85  •  Bu�alo, SD 57720  •  605-375-3767

www.bu�aloranchsupply.com

Now is a great time to take
inventory of your vet supplies

prior to calving and lambing season.

Stop by
Bu�alo Ranch Supply

to get restocked
on everything from:

- Ear tags
- Syringes
- Colostrum
- Electrolytes

DON’T SEE WHAT YOU NEED?
We can usually order it in or ship directly to your ranch!

(L) Hartling gets an inside shot  (R) Nore sinks from the outside Hockenbary Photos.

•25+ years experience
•Now serving the Northern Black Hills

•Flatwork •Walls •Additions
•Mini Excavator Work

www.nadigconcrete.com

GARAGE DOORS

Free
Estimates

Belle
Fourche

Sales / Installation / Service / Residential / Commercial
Need a new door? Old door need repair? Call:

605-569-2397

Pancake Supper Bene�t

Scott Peterson Sales
Quality Used Equipment 

Scott: 605- 641-7268 | Ken: 605-641-6466

'03 Fontaine 
Step Deck
53'x102"

Spread Axle

‘70 GMC
19’ Box & Hoist

Roll Tarp

‘79 MF 4880
5729 Hours
Super Clean

'16 
Haybuster-CMF1150, 

710 cu. ft. 2 
76”screws, Digi Star 

Scale, Like New! 

$8,750$8,750
 $29,000

‘76 JD 4230
7410 Hours

New A/C System

$17,900 $21,500$21,500 $29,900

Email: mickart@mickharrison.com  
www.MickHarrison.com 

Mailing Address:
Mick Harrison Paintings

PO Box 457 Belle Fourche, SD 57717

Yardlight Troubadours
Oil

Mick
Harrison

A little entertainment
during a branding,
from my personal

collection.

TOP QUALITY
ALFALFA HAY
FOR SALE

APPROX. 850# 3X3X8 SQUARES

Call: 605-645-7484 or 605-645-7571

500 State Street, Belle Fourche, SD | 605-892-4773

For every $75 spent
 of wrangler

Receive a free vouc
her

to select nig
hts of the

prca rodeo rapid city

Stop in at

Pete's Clothing/Hodge Bootery
in Belle Fourche for all
your western wear needs

NEWSPRINGITEMSARRIVINGDAILY!,

,

hunterandersonphotography.com
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   The Dakota Scout, a journal of South Dakota politics, government and culture that features journalism 
from veteran reporters Jonathan Ellis and Joe Sneve. Newsletters can be sent directly to your inbox and 
you can receive the state’s top political podcast - The Scouting Report.  Look it up today.

  

Jonathan Ellis & Joe Sneve

     The Dakota Scout is a South Dakota owned, sourced and printed independent operation co-founded by Ellis and Sneve. Together, they 
have more than 30 years of combined experience in South Dakota journalism that have earned them reputations as dogged reporters who’ve 
not lost touch with their neighbors’ sensibilities. Be in the Know!

   Stay on top of what’s happening at the state Capitol in Pierre and around the state with breaking news, investigative reporting and a con-
stant drumbeat of information about the world around you.          www.thedakotascout.com  • www.facebook.com/TheDakotaScout 

by Mary Buchholz

Looking Back in Belle
Looking Back In Belle  -- These articles come from newpaper microfilm from the Belle 

Fourche Public library, using a new microfilm reader and printer.  The photographs are 
from the Tri-State Museum. 

Article from Butte Coun-
ty,South Dakota A History, 
published in 1988, written by 
George Mortimer:

The Gorege Freeman 
Mortimer family have been a 
outstanding family of the Belle 
Fourche community and contin-
ue to carry on the standards set 
by the senior Mortimers. 

Margorie Cadwell Mortimer 
came to Belle Fourche in 1937 
as the pbulic school music 
teacher. She has been a major 
influence in the cutural, educa-
tional and political life of Belle 
Fourche since then. She gave 
private piano lessons to most 
of the young generation of stu-
dents in town, after her career 
as a teacher in the schools. Mrs. 
Mortimer was the director of 
the choir at the Congregational 
Church for many years, and 
participated in a Vocal Quar-
tet which she organized. She 
had held many offices in the 
South Dakota Repubocial party 
through the years, and served as 
a valuable member of the State 
Board of Regents under Gover-
nor William Janklow. 

G. F. Mortimer has been 
involved in may things in Belle 
Fourche for years. He was Pres-
ident of the Chamber of Com-
merce, Pressident and Secof 
the Ike Walton League, Master 
of Cedar Lodge (Masonic), 
worked in the Boy Scouts for 
years, was first World War Two 
Commander of the Legion Post, 
member of museum board for 
years and helped raise money 
for its expansion, and member 
of the Congregation Church.  
He worked for the P.O. Depart-
ment 36 years, retired in 196 
as Portmaster, served as State 
Representative from District 35 
for 20 years, retired in 1986.  

Article from the South Da-
kota Hall of Fame, inducted in 
1993

Known as South Dakota’s 
“Will Rogers,” George Mortim-
er was born on August 11, 1909, 
in Belle Fourche, South Dakota. 
During his tenure with the 
South Dakota State Legislature, 
Mortimer chaired the Health & 
Welfare Committee, and, in that 
position worked toward estab-

Help Support Local News and 
Local Business!

SUBSCRIBE TO THE BEACON • • •  

$52/Year
www.bellefourchebeacon.com     

PO Box 576, Belle Fourche, SD 
57717

Wells Plumbing
 & Supplies 

605-892-2613•1700 5th Avenue
8-5 Monday-Friday

8-12 Saturday - Closed Sunday

Woodford Iowa 
yard hydrants

Winning Combination

(In stock) Model Y34 & Y12,000’ Rolls

Poly Pipe
1”, 1 1/4” 1 1/2”, & 2" in stock

“TNot Necessarily Necessary”
Her freckled 

face burned bright 
red. She folded her 
hands, averted her 
eyes and whispered, 
“I need to use the 
necessary.” This 
scene led to the 
attempted escape of 
the young woman 
from her captors in 
the historic novel I 
recently finished. If she could 
just get to the outhouse…

	 When our mother was 
growing up on her parents’ 
South Dakota homestead, she 
trudged to the small wooden 
building in the back yard when 
nature called. On bitter winter 
nights there was a “chamber 
pot” available, but that had to 
be emptied. Yuk. Those were 
the only options. No indoor 
plumbing. No flushing.

	 During the first years 
of their marriage, our folks 
depended strictly on the little 
house out back. Deloris, Dar-
lene and Dorothy remember 
having to take the 25-yard path 
to the privy. Going alone at 
night was scary for Dorothy; 
she begged Darlene to go with 
her. Flashlights didn’t keep the 
terrifying night creatures away, 
but big sisters did!

	 Ours was built by the 
Works Progress Administra-
tion. The WPA was created by 
President Franklin Roosevelt to 
help bring the country out of the 
Great Depression by providing 
jobs for thousands of unem-
ployed workers.

The bright white siding and 
black-shingled roof housed a 
cement floor that covered what 
needed to be covered. A small 
window close to the top allowed 
welcome light in the daytime. 
Inside were two seats, a big seat 
and a smaller seat. The holes 
on top also varied in size. Each 
seat had a wooden cover on 
hinges.

By the time Delmer and I 
came along, our parents had 

installed indoor 
plumbing. No more 
purposeful prances 
under the Milky Way. 
However, one import-
ant factor kept the path 
worn to the little white 
building--water. The 
water we used in the 
house for washing, 
bathing and flushing 
came from our cistern. 

The folks hired someone to 
haul water from De Smet to 
our front gate and pipe it into 
the cement reservoir. It took a 
lot of water for the family of 
eight, so we were encouraged to 
use the outside facility as often 
as possible. As the youngest, 
most spoiled in the family, I 
didn’t mind. It was close to my 
tree swing and right next to the 
garden and Mom’s clothesline. 
In the night I stayed cozy warm 
walking a few feet to the indoor 
bathroom.

At the time we didn’t realize 
that little white building was 
teaching us valuable lessons:

We learned self-control. It 
was not smart to drink three 
cups of hot cocoa before bed.

We learned the Golden Rule; 
always be considerate of the 
next person. Sitting down only 
to discover an empty toilet 
paper roll was not fun.

We learned that lime was not 
always a fruit.

We learned how to speak in 
code. Even Mom smirked at 
Dad’s after-lunch announce-
ment: “I need to see a guy 
about a horse.”

       Read More!

All of the stories from Kruem-
pel’s previous columns have 
been published into books to 
keep you smiling and remem-
bering! Those four books, 
along with her historical fiction 
series, “Promises to Keep,” are 
available on Amazon and make 
great gifts. Contact the author 
at deannkruempelauthor@
gmail.com.

 
 

CANDLES AND MIRRORS #16By 
DeAnn Kruempel

Light & Medium
Towing & Recovery

John M. Tracy
605.641.5194
Fax 605.723.0067

Locations in Belle Fourche and Spearfish | Serving the Tri-State Area

24 HOUR
Jump Starts

Roadside Assistance
Lockouts

lishing the four-year medical 
school program for the state. He 
was also a key figure in starting 
the Physician Assistant Pro-
gram, whose graduates provide 
much-needed care to citizens in 
the state’s rural areas.

Mortimer also served on the 
state’s Agricultural and Natural 
Resource Committee, where he 
was instrumental in re-writing 
the state’s strip-mining bill. In 
1980 and 1986, he was named 
the Wildlife Conservation 
Legislator of the Year on both a 
state and national level for his 
efforts in that area.

 In addition, Mortimer was 
also a pioneer aviator and was 
inducted into the South Dakota 
Aviation Hall of Fame.

 Monument to Mr. Mortim-
er, created by artist, Tony R. 
Chytka, and located on the 
grounds of the Center of the 
Nationa - Tr-State Museum, 
Belle Fourche.

hunterandersonphotography.com
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SUBSCRIBE TO THE BEACON
$52 online or local

www.bellefourchebeacon.com
PO Box 576, Belle Fourche, SD 57717

B-4

10979 US Highway 85 Belle Fourche (605) 892-2503

 

Prime Rib every Friday &
Saturday ready at 5:00!

Daily Drink Specials

Coldest beer in town

Full bar and wine list

High quality beef and 
chicken
Full service catering
Restaurant with seating 
for 110
Event equipment rental

Wish I didn’t Know Now 
What I Didn’t Know Then

Wells Plumbing & Supplies
Authorized dealer for all

Vern's Manufacturing Quality Livestock Equipment

Built in
South Dakota

by the same family
Since 1964

8-5 Monday-Friday
8-12 Saturday - Closed Sunday

•Gates
•Corral panels
•Round bale feeders
    for cattle & sheep,
•Calving pens,
•Chutes,
•8-12-16 foot
    cattle feed bunks,
•10' sheep bunks

Portable Loading Chute

In Stock:

605-892-2613
1700 5th Avenue

12' Long • 32" Inside Width
Holds 22 10' or 12' Panels

2" Ball Coupler 

216 Main St.
Bu�alo, SD 57720

605-375-3322

www.bu�alohardwarestore.com

Shaine’s
Riddle of the Week:

Answer: A comb.

M-F 7:30am-6pm • Saturday 8am-5pm 
Closed Sunday

facebook.com/bu�alohardwarestore

Follow us on Facebook
for biweekly auctions! 

What can you give
a man with no hair that
he will never part with?

CLOSED TUESDAYS

Need convenient Storage?
Check out this

Black & white 8x12
lofted barn for just

$4177.00
ASK ABOUT DISCOUNTS! 

PINE’S EDGE MINI BARNS LLC

19060 US HWY 85
BELLE FOURCHE, SD 57717

605-723-5952

Many Styles to Ch�se Fr�

IRRIGATION PROS

SPRINKLER SYSTEMS
AND LANDSCAPING

Fast, Friendly Service!
DOUGLAS PETRE

605.580.1807

FREE ESTIMATES
•Sprinkler Systems
   Installation &
   Maintainence
•Landscaping
•Retaining Walls 

PO Box 721
Belle Fourche SD, 57717

DirtWorks@norcell.us

www.blackhillsequipmentrentals.com

2940 Aspen Drive • Spear�sh, SD 57783

605-641-9388
Black Hills Equipment Rentals 

Sales and Service

Come check out our service department where we
service all makes and models of equipment.

NO JOB IS TOO BIG
OR TOO SMALL!

C
H
I
R
O
P

R
A
C
T
I
C

Shawn D. Stinton, D.C.
Stinton Chiropractic Clinic, P.C.

517 Grant Street
Belle Fourche, SD 57717
(605) 892-4909

“Consider chiropractic care first.”

T T

&

C

T & T Construction

Tom Kinter
Serving the Tri-State Area Since 1990

1200 Elkhorn St.   Belle Fourche, SD 57717
O�ce: (605) 568-0268  Cell: (605) 569-0718

No Job is Too Big or Too Small

General Contractor

•Additions        
                      •Roo�ng/Siding

                               •Remodeling    
                                                                                                         •All Phases of Construction                                    

SEPTIC SYSTEMS - BASEMENTS - DUMP TRUCK

BENJAMIN CHENEY
605-569-6151

No job too small!
REDWATEREXCAVATING@NORCELL.US

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED - FREE ESTIMATES!

For more information about the We Care program,
visit www.lynnsdakotamart.com or see your local

Lynn’s Dakotamart or Lynn’s Superfoods today.

Lynn’s has given $1 MILLION back to the
communities we proudly serve in.

We humbly appreciate our loyal customers that
helped us reach this great achievement.

We will continue to make a di�erence in your communities. 

Celebrating a Milestone...

DON’T FORGET!
THE MORE RECEIPT TAPES WE GET, THE MORE

FUNDING YOUR ORGANIZATION WILL RECEIVE!



Send us your News 

Wed. January 29, 2025 C-1Belle Fourche Beacon Belle

THANK YOU
for your

cooperation.

WITH THE WINTER SEASON, THE BELLE FOURCHE POLICE/CODE ENFORCEMENT 
DEPARTMENT WOULD LIKE TO REMIND THE PUBLIC ON THE BELLE FOURCHE 

CITY ORDINANCES CONCERNING SNOW REMOVAL.

Please contact Clint Haffner-Belle Fourche Code Enforcement Officer at 605-892-4354 
or visit www.bellefourche.org with any questions.

•  All sidewalks must be cleaned within (24) hours of the last snowfall. Upon the failure of the owner of 
    abutting property to remove snow or ice from the sidewalks the City may provide for removal and tax the removal expense by 
    special assessment against the abutting property.
• No person may park or allow to remain parked any vehicle or trailer on any street designated as a snow route during snowfall 
    or prior to the time said street is cleared of snow by the City. Vehicles or trailers parked on snow routes in violation of this 
    section may be ticketed and/or towed at the owner’s expense.
• Please bring your pets inside during the cold weather.

  S
NOW REMOVAL REMINDER   S
NOW REMOVAL REMINDER 

221 Industrial St • Belle Fourche, SD 57717
Email: scott@ezfabricationandwelding.com

jennifer@ezfabricationandwelding.com

Contact Scott Huber / Owner
(605) 892-2220

EZ Fabrication offers a wide range of services:
Agriculture Repairs

Fabrication of Industrial Parts
Installation of various Plant Equipment

Retail Steel Dealer
Stainless Steel, Aluminum, and Cast Brazing

Mobile Welding

Shop Services include:
300 Ton Press Brake, 5ft Roll to make 

pipe, Angle Iron Roll, Tubular Roller, and a 
CNC Plasma Table

$4.00 o� any haircut through January 31, 2025

IM-SERIES PLASTIC SEPTIC TANKS
A revolutionary improvement in plastic tank design, offering 
exceptional strength comparable to concrete tanks.
Suitable for use as septic tanks, pump/trash tanks, cisterns
or rainwater (non-potable) storage/harvesting tanks.

1700 5TH AVENUE | BELLE FOURCHE, SD | 605-892-2613
MONDAY - FRIDAY 8AM - 5PM  |  SATURDAY 8AM - 12PM | CLOSED SUNDAY

Wells
Supply

500, 1000, 1500 • 1 or 2 compartment stock

“Serving the tri-State area Since 1935”

“The Cattlemen’s Market - Where buyers & sellers come together with confidence!”

18662 Livestock Road • Belle Fourche,  SD 57717 • www.bellefourchelivestock.com

Toll Free: 800-894-8684

Office: 605-892-2655

Fax: 605-892-3142

TRAVIS LINCH

 – OWNER – 

CELL - 605-892-5951

OFFICE - 605-892-2655

JADE HARPER 
Auctioneer: 605-515-0337
COLLIN GIBBS 
Auctioneer: 406-939-0645
DAN PIROUTEK 
Market Rep: 605-544-3316 
BRIAN SCHMIDT 
Yard Foreman: 605-569-0114

SHANE MOKE - 605-641-7961

TYLER GAER - 605-222-9513

JOHN HENRY BEARDSLEY -  

406-853-4938

BRETT LOUGHLIN - 605-210-0615

MIKE GREENOUGH - 307-620-2597

BEN GREENOUGH - 307-620-5553

FIELDMEN

SCOTT ANDERSON - 406-351-1844

RILEY LESH - 406-697-0573

TREVOR GARMAN - 605-892-5972

UPCOMING SALE SCHEDULE
February 13, 2025 ........... FEEDER CATTLE & BV REPLACEMENT HFR SPECIAL  
.......................................... WEIGH UPS @ 10 AM MT , FEEDERS @ 12 MT
February 20, 2025 ........... BRED CATTLE & WEIGH UP SPECIAL – WEIGH UPS  
.......................................... @ 10 AM MT, BREDS @ 12 MT
February 27, 2025 ........... FEEDER CATTLE & WEIGH UP SPECIAL – WEIGH  
.......................................... UPS @ 10 AM MT, FEEDERS @ 12 MT
March 6, 2025 ................. BRED CATTLE & WEIGH UP SPECIAL – WEIGH UPS  
.......................................... @ 10 AM MT, BREDS @ 12 MT
March 13, 2025 ............... FEEDER CATTLE & WEIGH UP SPECIAL – WEIGH  
.......................................... UPS @ 10 AM MT, FEEDERS @ 12 MT
March 20, 2025 ............... REGULAR SALE – ALL CLASSES @ 10 AM MT
March 27, 2025 ............... REGULAR SALE – ALL CLASSES @ 10 AM MT
April 3, 2025 .................... FEEDER CATTLE & WEIGH UP SPECIAL – WEIGH  
.......................................... UPS @ 10 AM MT, FEEDERS @ 12 MT
April 10, 2025 .................. BRED CATTLE & PAIR SPECIAL – WEIGH UPS @  
.......................................... 10 AM MT, BREDS & PAIRS @ 12 MT
April 17, 2025 .................. FEEDER CATTLE & WEIGH UP SPECIAL – WEIGH  
.......................................... UPS @ 10 AM MT, FEEDERS @ 12 MT
April 24, 2025 .................. REGULAR SALE – ALL CLASSES @ 10 AM MT
May 1, 2025 .................... FEEDER CATTLE & WEIGH UP SPECIAL – WEIGH  
.......................................... UPS @ 10 AM MT, FEEDERS @ 12 MT
May 8, 2025 .................... REGULAR SALE – ALL CLASSES @ 10 AM MT
May 15, 2025 .................. REGULAR SALE – ALL CLASSES @ 10 AM MT
May 22, 2025 .................. REGULAR SALE – ALL CLASSES @ 10 AM MT
May 29, 2025 .................. REGULAR SALE – ALL CLASSES @ 10 AM MT

Market Report - Thursday, January 23, 2025
THANK YOU FOR YOUR BUSINESS!

RECEIVING STATIONS

Broadus,MT 
Travis Linch | 605-892-5951

Ekalaka,MT 
Riley Lesh | 406-697-0573 

Brett Loughlin | 605-210-0615

Forsyth,MT 
Scott Anderson | 406-351-1844

Jordan,MT 
Jason Bollinger | 406-690-8344

Wyoming 
Mike Greenough | 307-620-2597

High Plains Commodities Offices
Belle Fourche Livestock Market, LLC.

Stop in or Call 1-800-888-1432
Kim Kling - Kem Kjerstad

FEEDER CATTLE ..............................HD ..... DESC .................................WT ..........BID ................   $/HEAD  
Greg Williams Ranch Inc,  
Ekalaka MT ..........................................67 ...... Blk/Bwf-Yrlng Str ................868 ........270.00 ............. $2,343.35 
..............................................................12 ...... Blk/Bwf-Yrlng Str ................749 ........266.00 ............. $1,991.67 
..............................................................5 ........ Red/Rwf-Yrlng Str ..............863 ........266.00 ............. $2,295.58 
..............................................................2 ........ Blk/Bwf-Yrlng Str ................848 ........261.00 ............. $2,211.97 
Samuel Sandoz, Newell SD ...............27 ...... Blk/Bwf-Str .........................534 ........362.50 ............. $1,934.00 
..............................................................13 ...... Blk/Bwf-Str .........................422 ........407.50 ............. $1,719.33 
..............................................................5 ........ Red-Str ...............................472 ........357.50 ............. $1,687.40 
Gary Bischoff, Alzada MT ...................50 ...... Rd/Blk-Hfr...........................481 ........355.00 ............. $1,706.84 
..............................................................41 ...... Rd/Blk-Hfr...........................399 ........375.00 ............. $1,495.88 
..............................................................12 ...... Rd/Blk-Str ...........................371 ........422.00 ............. $1,566.67 
Tracy Miech, Sheridan WY .................8 ........ Blk/Bwf-Hfr .........................428 ........362.50 ............. $1,551.95 
..............................................................5 ........ Herf-Hfr...............................541 ........299.00 ............. $1,617.59 
Doug & Janice Persche,  
Belle Fourche SD ................................3 ........ Blk/Bwf-Str .........................578 ........330.00 ............. $1,908.50 
John Nadig, Nisland SD ......................14 ...... Blk/Bwf-Str .........................538 ........355.00 ............. $1,910.66 
Jason Mayes, Belle Fourche SD ........1 ........ Black-Str .............................285 ........360.00 ............. $1,026.00 
..............................................................1 ........ Bwf-Str................................255 ........445.00 ............. $1,134.75 
Mike Mccoy, Buffalo Gap SD ..............2 ........ Blk/Bwf-Str .........................520 ........370.00 ............. $1,924.00 
Dusty Fix, Ekalaka MT ........................41 ...... Red/Rwf-Hfr .......................497 ........346.00 ............. $1,719.87 
WEIGH-UPS .........................................................................................................................................................
Alan Miller, Beulah WY ........................1 ........ Black-Cow .........................1850 .......136.50 ............. $2,525.25 
Martha Hall, Enning SD ......................1 ........ Herf-Cow ...........................1330 .......129.50 ............. $1,722.35 
..............................................................1 ........ Herf-Cow ...........................1100 .......137.00 ............. $1,507.00 
..............................................................1 ........ Herf-Cow ...........................1400 .......131.00 ............. $1,834.00 
Doug & Janice Persche,  
Belle Fourche SD ................................1 ........ Black-Cow .........................1710 .......137.00 ............. $2,342.70 
..............................................................1 ........ Black-Cow .........................1765 .......135.00 ............. $2,382.75 
..............................................................1 ........ Black-Cow .........................1630 .......138.50 ............. $2,257.55 
Justin Casteel, Vale SD .......................1 ........ Black-Bull ..........................1150 .......140.00 ............. $1,610.00 

NO SALE THIS WEEK!

FEBRUARY 6, 2025

**ATTENTION ON-LINE BUYERS**
ON-LINE BUYERS REGISTRATION MUST BE COMPLETED BY 

WEDNESDAY NOON PRIOR TO SALE DAY.

STOCK SHOW BRED SPECIAL
JANUARY 30, 2025

WEIGH UPS @ 10 AM MT | BREDS @ 12 MT
BRED HEIFERS

SPARKY ROSS-MT
120 BLK HFRS

BRED BLK, CLV 3/20 - 60 DAYS, 
REPRO SHOTS, POURED

CROSS W LIVESTOCK -MT
90 BLK HFRS

BRED TO 44 FARMS & PINECOULEE 
BULLS, CLV 3/27 - 30 DAYS, 

REPRO SHOTS, POURED
CATHEY RANCH-MT

53 BLK HFRS
BRED CACTUS CATTLE CO & 

DIAMOND D BULLS, CLV 3/20 - 30 
DAYS, REPRO SHOTS, POURED, 
HR, NO BRANDS, ALL IN TOWN
RA SMITH RANCH LLC -SD

45 BLK HFRS
36-AI’ED TO TRUE NORTH, 

10-BULL BRED TO KINSFATER 
ANG, LBW BULLS, CLV 4/6 - 45 
DAYS, REPRO SHOTS, POURED

SMITH & SCHAEFER -MT
45 BLK HFRS

BRED TO LBW BULLS, CLV 3/28 
- 4/15, 1 IRON BRAND, HR

BRIAN & HALLIE BUDMAYR-SD
35 BLK HFRS

BRED TO BAR 69 BLK ANG, CLV 3/1 - 60 
DAYS, HR, REPRO SHOTS, POURED

BRED COWS
FETTIG RANCH -ND

200 BLK 3YO-BM COWS
BRED TO BROOKS & VANBEEK 

ANG BULLS, CLV 3/25 - 60 DAYS
VIEW VIDEO

TOMMY SIMONS-SD
75 BLK MXD AGED COWS

BRED BLK, CLV 3/10 - 60 DAYS, 
REPRO SHOTS, POURED
CATHEY RANCH -MT

60 BLK 9YO COWS
BRED TO CACTUS CATTLE CO, CLV 4/10 
- 60 DAYS, REPRO SHOTS, POURED, HR

SPUR LAND & LIVESTOCK -WY
43 BLK 3YO-BM COWS

BRED BLK, CLV 5/20 - 60 DAYS, 3 
CYCLES, REPRO SHOTS, POURED, HR

JUSTIN MADSEN-MT
42 - 30 BLK ST COWS / 12 

BLK MXD AGED COWS
ST COWS - BRED BLK, CLV 3/14 - 45 

DAYS, REPRO SHOTS, POURED & 
MXD AGED COWS - BRED BLK, CLV 
JUNE/JULY, REPRO SHOTS, POURED

COLE & LINDSEY COOK-MT
26 BLK SOLID-ST COWS

BRED BLK/HEREF, CLV 4/18 - 6/10, 5 
HD- CLV 6/22, REPRO SHOTS, POURED

CATTLE USA
You can now view and bid on our sales online 

by visiting CattleUSA.com 

NOTICE OF AUCTION
Land in Bu�e County

80 ACRES
Auction to be held

February 10th, 2025 at  4 o’clock
606 Rosander Road, Vale, SD
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• Sprinkler Turn Ons,
Blowouts, Repair and Installs

• Mowing • Spraying
• Small Landscaping

• Snow Removal and More

ggtlawnservice@yahoo.com
P.O. Box 327, Belle Fourche, SD

Office  605-723-1899

Serving Belle Fourche and the surrounding area for over 15 years.

Wells Plumbing
 & Supplies 

605-892-2613•1700 5th Avenue
8-5 Monday-Friday

8-12 Saturday - Closed Sunday

Woodford Iowa 
yard hydrants

Winning Combination

(In stock) Model Y34 & Y12,000’ Rolls

Poly Pipe
1”, 1 1/4” 1 1/2”, & 2" in stock

As urban areas continue 
to grapple with rising 
costs of living and in-
creased population den-
sity, rural communities 
have an unprecedented 
opportunity to attract 
new residents, busi-
nesses, and visitors. However, 
many small towns struggle to 
effectively market their unique 
advantages. Through careful 
analysis of successful rural re-
vitalization efforts, several key 
strategies emerge for rural com-
munities seeking to enhance 
their regional presence.
   Recent studies highlight a 
significant shift in perception 
toward rural living. According 
to the U.S. Department of Agri-
culture, rural counties adjacent 
to metropolitan areas saw a 
4.1% population growth from 
2020 to 2023, the fastest rate 
in over two decades. This trend 
reflects growing interest in 
smaller communities that offer 
both tranquility and proximity 
to urban amenities.
   In today’s interconnected 
world, a strong digital presence 
is non-negotiable. Success-
ful rural communities have 
leveraged social media and 
dedicated websites to showcase 
their unique character. The town 
of Lindsborg, Kansas (popula-
tion 3,500) saw a 15% increase 
in tourism after launching a 
comprehensive digital cam-
paign highlighting its Swedish 
heritage and arts scene. Their 
strategy included regular con-
tent updates, virtual tours, and 

with modern amenities.
   How do small rural communi-
ties effectively market them-
selves? This requires identifying 
and targeting specific demo-
graphics such as: remote work-
ers seeking affordable housing 
and high quality of life, young 
families prioritizing safety and 
strong school systems, retirees 
looking for peaceful settings 
with accessible healthcare, 
entrepreneurs seeking lower 
operating costs and supportive 
business environments. Re-
search shows that rural commu-
nities successful in attraction 
efforts typically focus on two 
or three primary demographic 
segments rather than attempting 
to appeal to all.
   Small communities benefit 
from positioning themselves 
within their broader regional 
context. The Shenandoah Valley 
Regional Marketing Initiative 
demonstrates this approach, 
where 12 communities collabo-
rate to promote the region while 
maintaining individual identity. 
Their coordinated efforts led 
to a 23% increase in tourism 
revenue across participating 
communities.
   Successful marketing requires 
concrete metrics and willing-
ness to adapt. Key performance 
indicators should include:
website traffic and engagement 
rates, inquiry response rates for 
housing and business oppor-
tunities, event attendance and 
tourism statistics, population 
growth and demographic shifts, 
business startup rates and job 
creation.  Communities should 
conduct annual reviews of these 
metrics and adjust strategies 
accordingly.
   While marketing is essential, 
communities must ensure they 
can support growth without 
losing their character. The most 
successful rural revitalization ef-

user-generated content 
from local events.

Regional collaboration 
proves more effective 
than isolated efforts. 
The Northern Wiscon-
sin Regional Economic 

Development Initiative demon-
strates this principle, where six 
rural counties pooled resources 
to create a unified marketing 
campaign. Their joint effort 
secured $12 million in new 
business investments within 
two years, far exceeding what 
individual communities could 
achieve alone.
   Rural communities must 
emphasize their distinctive 
advantages. Average housing 
costs in rural areas remain 35% 
lower than urban counterparts, 
while crime rates are typically 
30-40% lower. These statis-
tics, combined with narratives 
about community connection 
and natural amenities, create 
compelling arguments for relo-
cation.  Their marketing efforts 
must align with real commu-
nity assets. successful rural 
communities invest in high-
speed internet infrastructure 
(essential for remote workers), 
public spaces and recreational 
facilities, cultural venues and 
events, healthcare access points, 
and educational opportunities. 
A great example is the town 
of Harrisburg, South Dakota 
(population 6,800) saw a 12% 
population increase after invest-
ing in a fiber-optic network and 
developing a community center 

Rural Communities Can Thrive Through 
Strategic Re-

Capitol News      
 January 12,  2024  
We have had some 
snow at Capitol and 
on Tie Creek this 
week, but we also 

have had some hours of thawing. 
Things turned frigid on Saturday. 
Then on Sunday the temperature 
stayed below zero. Everyone is 
feeding more hay to fight the 
cold weather. 
Dick and Erma Albert both had 
doctor’s appointments in the 
Hills, on Tuesday. The roads were 
good, but it began to snow by the 
time they were to Belle Fourche. 
At Spearfish there were more 
snow flurries, so they hurried to 
get a few supplies and come on 
home. Their doctor had allowed 
them to get blood-work done in 
Buffalo on Wednesday, rather 
than stay longer in Spearfish. 
They both went to the Senior 
Center, for the Friday Senior 
Dinner. This week, there was 
chili and lots of other sides. Erma 
stayed to play cards. It was a cold 
day, and Erma didn’t even win at 
cards. On Sunday, the both went 
to church at the Catholic Church 
in Buffalo. Then, they had lunch 
at Saloon Number Three with 
Father Brian.
Alvin and Marlee Cordell had a 
hunter friend from Watertown 
come for a visit, this week. He 
had come out to get a deer and 
an elk mount, that Eric Loken 
had prepared for him after hunt-
ing season. Alvin has been busy 
with feeding until about noon, 
each day. It takes lots of hay 
when the weather turns this cold. 
On Saturday, Marlee went to 
Buffalo to meet Ashley Pearson. 
They went on, together, to Bow-
man to watch basketball games. 
Rhys and Gavin Pearson were 
both playing for Belle Fourche 
at the games. It was thirty below 
zero, when Alvin looked, early 
on Sunday morning. Services at 
the Methodist Church in Camp 
Crook were canceled for the day, 
so they stayed home and watched 
some football on TV.
Bruce and Lynn Gustafson had 
not left home, this week. The 
church service at Little Missouri 
was canceled on Sunday, and it 
seems the weather is keeping 
everyone inside, at home.
Doug and Julia Davis bangs vac-
cinated on Wednesday, and Vet 
Myers came out from the Belle 
Vet Clinic. Then the vet went 
on over to George Davis’s, while 

Doug ventured out to a dentist 
appointment in Belle Fourche.
Junior and Shirley Melum have 
been staying in out of the cold. 
Ernie and Rachel keep an eye on 
them regularly. The only feeding 
they have is to feed the outdoor 
cats, so they stay in and stay 
warm.
Dorothy Padden rode with 
Dawn to Ekalaka, on Thursday. 
It turned out to be the best day 
of the week. The roads were 
good, and the weather was 
beautiful, so it was a good day 
for Dorothy to get a haircut 
and pick up some groceries. 
Dawn and Bryce have been 
busy each day, with feeding. All 
of the sports events were away, 
this week, so Dawn didn’t even 
get her camera out. The girls 
basketball team were invited to a 
tournament at the Corn Palace, 
where they won their game. The 
wrestlers were at Gettysburg, 
where Kanyn Padden placed 
second. 
Karen Odell kept close to home 
this week. On Thursday, the 
weather was better and she got 
in to Wolffy’s to get some gro-
ceries, and mail a letter. Hywel 
was glad to get out and explore 
that day, too.
On Saturday, Karen got to watch 
Carson Odell in four wrestling 
matches in Mitchell. It was his 
birthday, and those matches 
turned out to be a good birthday 
present. Carson will be in high 
school next  year, and maybe 
Karen will get to see his sports 
competitions more often, then. 
Next, she got to watch Kyia 
Smith in volleyball matches in 
Minnesota. Kyia is younger and 
is on a club team. Karen got to 
watch on a local middle school 
club team website, and Kyia did 
very well. By Sunday, the tem-
perature stayed below zero all 
day long. There was no church 
service at the Methodist Church 
in Camp Crook, so Karen went 
to church at the First Presbyteri-
an Church in Marietta, Georgia 
on YouTube. It was even cold 
down there, and across the east 
and south, while Murphy Hinds 
was learning skiing in Wash-
ington. In Iowa, Amanda Odell 
stayed in out of the cold to put 
a puzzle together. It was a good 
day for reading, puzzles and 
music.
Learning the power of persua-
sion is easiest if you set it to 
music.

forts maintain a balance between 
progress and preservation. This 
includes careful zoning, infra-
structure planning, and commu-
nity engagement in development 
decisions.
   Rural communities possess 
unique advantages in an increas-
ingly digital and mobile world. 
By implementing comprehen-
sive marketing strategies that 
emphasize authenticity, leverage 
regional partnerships, and target 
specific demographics, small 
towns can position themselves 
for sustainable growth. Success 
requires patience, consistent 
effort, and community-wide 
commitment to both promotion 
and development.
   The future of rural Ameri-
ca lies not in competing with 

urban centers, but in offering 
distinct alternatives that appeal 
to changing workforce and 
lifestyle preferences. Through 
strategic marketing efforts, rural 
communities can ensure their 
voice is heard and their oppor-
tunities are recognized through-
out their regions and beyond.
   John Newby is a nationally 
recognized Columnist, Speak-
er, & Publisher. He consults 
with Chambers, Communities, 
Business & Media. This column 
appears in 60+ newspapers and 
media outlets. As founder of 
Truly-Local, he assists cham-
bers, communities, media, and 
businesses in creating synergies 
that build vibrant communities. 
He can be reached at: John@
Truly-Local.org.

BLACK HILLS GOSPEL ASSEMBLY
1/2 Mile east on Hwy 34

210-1374
Kenny Riley, pastor

Sunday: 1 p.m.
Friday: 7:30 p.m.

CHRISTIAN LIFE CENTER
2020 Vista St

892-4767
Dan Carlson, Pastor
Paul Howard, Pastor
Sunday Schedule:

Long Term Care Service 8:45 a.m.
Sunday School: All ages 9:30 a.m.

Fellowship Hour: 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship Service: 10:30 a.m.

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST
OF LATTER DAY SAINTS

1105 Todd St.
John Allred, Bishop

Sunday: 10 a.m. Sacrament Meeting
Sunday School:

1st & 3rd Sundays, 11 a.m.
Priesthood Meeting, Relief Society,

Young Men and Young Women:
11 a.m. 2nd & 4th Sundays

CONNECTION CHURCH (SBC)
613 Sixth ave., Belle Fourche

(605)-210-2150
Pastor Stephen Carson

Worship Pastor Ashton Rone
Associate Pastor Chad Logan

Sunday Worship: 8:30 or 10:15 am

EMMANUEL BAPTIST
Meet at Americinn Conference room

Andy Anderson, Pastor
9am Sunday School 10am church

Men’s Bible Study 10am at
the Senior Center

Women’s Bible Study Tuesday 9am.
Call for location.

website: ebcbf.org

FIRST BAPTIST
807 8th Ave. 892-4178

Pastor Tim Smith
Sunday: Sunday School - 9:15am

Morning Worship - 10:30am
Wednesday: Salt and Light Youth - 

Kindergarten -12th grade
5:00pm Soup & Sandwich

5:30pm - Salt and Light

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL UCC
892-3402

www.bfsoucc.org
717 Jackson St. Sunday:
9:35 a.m. Sunday School

10 a.m. Worship

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
901 Laurel St. Whitewood

(605)-920-1959
Reverand Jill Jennewein
Sunday: 9 a.m. Worship

10:30 a.m. Adult & Teen Bible Study
10:30 a.m. Children’s Sunday School

Area Church Schedules
GLOBAL METHODIST CHURCH

Pastor Sheri Fadley
1804 7th Ave. Belle Fourche

605-892-2405
Worship: Sunday 10:30 am - FB Live

Sunday School 9:30 am
Small Groups & Studies

schedule online at
www.bellefourchegmc.com

LANDMARK MISSIONARY
BAPTIST CHURCH

(ABA) · 2.2 miles east on Hwy 34
723-1092

Sunday: 10 a.m. worship service

NEW COVENANT PCA
1120 North Fifth Street, Spearfish

 642-1122
Luke Bluhm, Pastor

Sunday: 10 a.m. Worship Service

NEWELL CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP CHURCH

308 4th Street, Newell SD, 57760
605-456-2544

Sunday Worship Service: 10:00am

NISLAND INDEPENDENT
COMMUNITY CHURCH

On Hwy 212 in Nisland
(605) 257-2356

Sunday School: 9:30 a.m.
Worship: 10:45 a.m.

NORTHERN HILLS
CHURCH OF CHRIST

5 miles South of Belle Fourche
on Hwy 85
642-7167

Calvin Chapman - Int. Minister
Sunday: 9:30 a.m. Bible Class
10:30 a.m. Praise & Worship

Wednesday: 6:30 p.m. Bible Class

NORTH POINT CHRISTIAN
CHURCH

10959 Kellem Lane, Spearfish
Sunday Services: 9AM and 10:30AM

PRAIRIE HOME CHURCH
1701 Hwy 212, Newell

Sunday School: 10 a.m.
Worship: 11 a.m.

RANGELAND MINISTRIES
CHURCH
Alzada, MT

Sunday: Worship: 10:00am
Mark Leverington, Lay Pastor

RED WATER CHURCH OF CHRIST
Belle Fourche Rec Center

Sun: 9:30-12:30.
Contact: Nathan Thompson

605 569-3057
Sermons: fightintheshade

SALVATION ARMY OF THE
NORTHERN HILLS

120 Ryan Rd., Spearfish
605-642-0924

Envoys: Tim and Peggy North

Sunday: 9:45 a.m.
Sunday School: 11 a.m.

Worship Nursery available
Wednesday: 6:30 p.m.,

Learning and Discovery Study

SPEARFISH ADVENTIST® CHURCH
290 W Highway 14

Pastor Darren Purdy and
Pastor Marveen Gentillon

Join Us This Saturday
Morning Prayer:    9:00am
Sabbath School:   9:30am
Worship Service:  10:45am

Bible Study-Tuesday:  6:00pm

SPEARFISH UNITED CHURCH OF 
CHRIST (CONGREGATIONAL)

920 N Main Street, Spearfish
Sunday Service 10 a.m. in person

and on Facebook.
Pastor Randy Hedge

605-642-8253

ST. JAMES EPISCOPAL
6th and Roundup

892-2446
The Rev. Evelyn Weaver

The Rev. Sandy Williams, Priests Deacon 
Rev. Mike Weaver

Sunday: 10 a.m. Holy Eucharist   

ST. JAMES LUTHERAN
1100 Stanley Street

Open for in-house worship
Sunday Worship 10:AM with coffee 

fellowship following the service.
 Watch live-streamed services:

www.sjlcbellefourche.org
Wednesday at 5:55 PM during

the school year.
Watch our Sunday service

live on Facebook.

ST. ONGE UNITED
CHURCH OF CHRIST

Sunday School and Worship
at 8:30 a.m.

www.bfsoucc.org

ST. PAUL CATHOLIC CHURCH
855 5th Ave.

Father Kevin Achbach, Pastor
Father Francis Nsubuga, Assoc. Pastor 

Mass Times:
Sunday Mass: 9:00 a.m.

Daily Mass: Weds. & Thurs. 12:15 p.m.
Confessions available one hour

before all Masses

SUMMIT OPEN BIBLE
FELLOWSHIP

Seventh and Summit
892-4630 or 892-4389

Pastor Rick and Diane Brennan
Sunday: 10 a.m. Worship

Kidz Church Immediately Following
Wednesday: September - May

6:30 p.m. Adult Bible Study
Kidz Alive (Kindergarten - 6th Grade)

VALE COMMUNITY COUNTRY
CHURCH

Pastor Darla Dunn
402 Rosander St. Vale SD 57788

Service Sunday: 10 a.m.
605-210-0512  

RANDY’S TIRE & LUBE
420 5TH AVE. • BELLE FOURCHE, SD 57717

Sponsored by:

(605) 892-6331 www.randystireandlube.com

Erin L. Melling
Attorney at Law
Licensed in SD, ND, and MT

Aaron W. Roseland
Attorney at Law

Licensed in SD and ND

South Dakota Office:
1409 5th Ave.

Belle Fourche, SD 57717
Phone: (605) 723-1659

Email: mrlawpc@mrlawp.net 

North Dakota Office:
602 Adams Ave., Suite 1

Hettinger, ND 58639
Phone: (701) 567-2418
Fax: (701) 567-4290

Email: mrlawpc@mrlawp.net 
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CASA
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Contd. From C6 Legals/Pubic Notices

Columnists
Cindy $24.21, Roberts, Paula $24.57, Scheller, Siri $23.85, Smith, Anthony $27.13, Stegelman, Sean $26.96, 
Stuen, Kordell $28.26, Thompson, Katy $28.15, Thompson, Mary $23.85, Tokley, Lori $25.60, Welles, Amy 
$27.62, Yule, Bailee $24.08, Zeestraten, John $24.08.
Other
Planning Commission $1,200.00 per year, Coroner $175.00/call + $25 Admin, Guards/Matron $19.63/hour, 
Part Time Certified Law Enforcement $21.00/hour, Election Workers $25.00/school – Deputy $175.00/election 
– Superintendent $225.00/election, Post Election Audit board $20/hr.
General Staff Skill Level 1
Skill Level 2
Skill Level 3 Office Supervisor
Sworn Deputies Sworn Deputies
Sr Sworn Deputy Chief Deputy Auditor
Equalization/ Planning General Skill Level 1 General Skill Level 2 General Skill Level 3 Assessor Skill Level 
1 Assessor Skill Level 2 Assessor Skill Level 3
Sheriff Department Sheriff Deputy 1 Sheriff Deputy 2 Sheriff Deputy 3 Chief Deputy
Civil Deputy Civil Deputy 2 Civil Deputy 3
Dispatch Center Skill Level 1
Starting Step 2 $17.99 $19.05 $18.81 $19.92 $20.28 $21.47 $21.58 $22.85
Starting Step 2 $23.17 $24.54 $24.34 $25.77 $25.28 $26.77
Starting Step 2 $17.99 $19.05 $18.81 $19.92 $20.28 $21.47 $18.81 $19.92 $20.27 $21.47 $21.15 $22.39
Starting Step 2 $23.49 $24.87 $24.37 $25.80 $25.24 $26.73 $27.34 $28.95
$16.69 $17.67 $19.49 $20.64 $20.28 $21.47
Starting Step 2 $19.88 $21.67
Step 3 $20.11 $21.03 $22.66 $24.12
Step 3 $25.90 $27.20 $28.26
Step 3 $20.11 $21.03 $22.66 $21.02 $22.66 $23.64
Step 3 $26.25 $27.23 $28.21 $30.56
$18.65 $21.78 $22.66
Step 3 $22.88
Full Wage $21.17 $22.13 $23.85 $25.39
Full Wage $27.26 $28.63 $29.75
Full Wage $21.17 $22.13 $23.85 $22.13 $23.85 $24.88
Full Wage $27.64 $28.67 $29.70 $32.17
$19.63 $22.93 $23.85
Full Wage $24.08
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Skill Level 2
Skill Level 3 Head Dispatcher
Highway
Highway Supervisor Highway Administrator Foreman
Mechanic
Skill Level 3
Skill Level 2
Skill Level 1
Starting
Regular Meeting Minutes Butte County Courthouse Commission Meeting Room 839 5th Avenue
Belle Fourche, SD 57717 Phone: 605-892-4485
$20.30 $23.04 $24.32 $20.72 $23.50 $24.81 $22.23 $25.01 $26.40
Starting Step 2 Step 3 $28.91 $30.61 $32.31 $23.17 $24.54 $25.90
$25.60 $26.11 $27.79
Full Wage $34.01 $27.26 $28.26 $26.96 $26.41 $24.41 $24.08 $23.82
 Butte County Employees rates are adjusted an additional $0.36/hour at 6, 11, 16, and 21 years of service.
Dated this 7th day of January 2025.
BOARD OF BUTTE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
/s/: ______________________________ James Ager, CHAIRPERSON
ATTEST:/s/: ______________________________ Annie Capp, BUTTE COUNTY AUDITOR
Motion by Walton, Second by Erk to pass Resolution 2025-07 Worker’s Compensation Declaration. Vote 
Unanimous. Motion Carried.
RESOLUTION 2025–07
Worker’s Compensation Declaration
WHEREAS, the elected and appointed officials of Butte County are included in the annual Worker’s Compen-
sation wage calculations and insurance premiums, and
WHEREAS, SDCL 62-1-3/4 states that elected and appointed officials may be covered under Worker’s Com-
pensation if so determined by the County Board of Commissioners, and
BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED, that the Butte County Board of Commissioners do elect to treat elected and 
appointed officials of Butte County as employees for the purpose of Worker’s Compensation as defined under 
Chapter 62-1 of the SDCL.
Dated this 7th day of January 2025.
BOARD OF BUTTE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
/s/: ______________________________ James Ager, CHAIRPERSON
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Regular Meeting Minutes Butte County Courthouse Commission Meeting Room 839 5th Avenue
Belle Fourche, SD 57717 Phone: 605-892-4485
ATTEST:/s/: ______________________________ Annie Capp, BUTTE COUNTY AUDITOR
Roster
Nisland
Lewis, Stan; Fickbohm, Ronald; Fickbohm, Calvin; Seieroe, Ken; Vallery, Randy; Heidrich, Bill;
Ward, Riley; Noziska, Bill; Wells, Fred; Brunner, Colleen; Yule, Maynard; Lewis, Tom; Fickbohm, Pam; 
Vallery, Rhonda; Heidrich, Sandy; Butcher, Jeremy; Kitzan, Josh; Simmons, Stefanie; Jones, Chris; Mills, 
Brian; Lewis, Eric; Dell, Jeff; Lewis, Parker; Miniger, Chad; Wich, Isaac; Lewis, Darin.
Castle Rock
Braun, Dusty; Burke, Chase; Burke, Clint; Burke, Cody; Burke, Joe; Burke, Pat; Deschamps, Kevin; Duprel, 
Jason; Erk, Chad; Erk, John; Erk, Paul; Fox, Brian; Fox, Randy; Fox, Owen; Oster, Mark; Sperle, Raydelle; 
Wendt, Gary; Wendt, J.D.; Wendt, Rory.
Butte
Arneson, Shawn; Bahe, Peyton; Blair, Britton; Blair, Chad; Blair, Edward; Blair, Mary; Burman, Cody; Crago, 
Bruce; Crago, Colby; Crago, Tanya; Davis, Charli ; Davis, Ivan; Davis, Jim; Davis, Tye; Fox, Tate; Fritz, Kay-
la; Fritz, Tyler; Hansen, Darrell; Hanson, Cotey; Henderson, Zion; Hespe, Mark; Horman, Jace; Horman, Jeff; 
Horman, Trey; Kolb, Justin; Kukuchka, Chase; Leitner, Todd; Nachtigall, Trey; Olson, Bailey; Parrish, Erynn; 
Schmidt, Clete; Schmidt, Cleve; Schmidt, Kristy; Turbiville, Brian; Van Holland, Callie; Westland, Curt; Wil-
bur, Dylan ; Wilbur, Kody; Wilbur, Mike
Vale
Grubl, Mike; Eaton, Crystal; Brunner, Joel; Bruch, Mark; Blair, Britton; Blair, Chad; Blair, Ed Bruch, Bruce; 
Hansen, Jim; Casteel, Ryan; Eaton, Brett; Blair, Mary; Grubl, Brittany; Grant, Zachary; Hespe, Mark D.; 
Casteel, Mike; Ketelsen, Cole; Lamphere, Lane; Olson, Brad; Stark, Ryan; Bruch, Mike; Tennis, Charles; Stet-
son Stover; Davis, Jim; Crago, Colby; Bahe, Peyton; Cibic, Jesse; Hanson, Sandy; Bruch, David; Davis, Tye; 
Leber, Sydnee; Casteel, Kenneth; Casteel, Charley; Van Asma, Matt;
Motion by Walton, Second by Batterman to pass Resolution 2025-08 Naming of Butte County Sheriff Depu-
ties. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.
RESOLUTION 2025–08
NAMING OF BUTTE COUNTY SHERIFF DEPUTIES
WHEREAS, the Butte County Sheriff’s Office has established a reserve sheriff deputy staff, as well as a full-
time deputy staff according to the South Dakota Law Enforcement Board of Standards, and
WHEREAS, the following individuals have been awarded certificates of achievement
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Regular Meeting Minutes Butte County Courthouse Commission Meeting Room 839 5th Avenue
Belle Fourche, SD 57717 Phone: 605-892-4485
from the State of South Dakota Law Enforcement Board of Standards, and
WHEREAS, these individuals have been deputized by the Sheriff of Butte County,
WHEREAS, Jason March serves as full-time Chief Deputy Sheriff, and
Bailey Hahne, Casey McKenzie, Aric Homala, and Patrick Kenoyer serve as full-time Deputy Sheriff Officers 
in Butte County and
WHEREAS, Cassandra Hale and Colin Hanzlik serve as Civil/Transport Deputy Officers, and WHEREAS, 
Brian Franke and Cassandra Hale serve as 24/7 Technicians, and
WHEREAS, Daniel Fowler, Chris Brill, Joshua Pickett, Adam Lee, Charles Edson, Cash Johnson, and Wade 
Vissia serve as Reserve Deputy Officers,
WHEREAS, Butte County Sheriff Fred Lamphere does recommend to the Board of Butte County Commission-
ers that all officers are in good standing,
BE IT THEREFORE FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Butte County Board of Commissioners upon the rec-
ommendation of the Sheriff of Butte County do hereby appoint all deputies in good standing as either reserve 
or full-time sheriff deputies in Butte County as stated above, and
BE IT THEREFORE FURTHER RESOLVED, that all the above deputies shall be classified as county employ-
ees and shall be covered under Worker’s Compensation as defined under Chapter 62-1 of the SDCL.
Dated this 7th day of January 2025.
BOARD OF BUTTE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
/s/: ______________________________ James Ager, CHAIRPERSON
ATTEST:/s/: ______________________________ Annie Capp, BUTTE COUNTY AUDITOR
Motion by Walton, Second by Batterman to pass Resolution 2025-09 Establishment of Travel Expenditure 
Rates. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.
RESOLUTION 2025–09 ESTABLISHMENT OF TRAVEL EXPENDITURE RATES
WHEREAS, since the cost of fuel, meals, lodging and travel, in general, are ever increasing, and
WHEREAS, the County Commissioners are required to review the rate of reimbursement annually, and
WHEREAS, the County Commissioners have the duty and authority to establish the County reimbursements 
methods and rates, and
BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED, that the Butte County Board of Commissioners set the mileage rate for 
usage of personal vehicles for County business based at the state rate of $0.67 per mile, overnight lodging shall 
be set at the least cost of available room.
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In-State Lodging $110.00 + tax and Out-of-State Lodging $175.00 + tax. Meal rates based at the state rate 
for breakfast, lunch and dinner shall be the actual cost up to a maximum (In-State) of: breakfast $6.00, lunch 
$14.00 and dinner $20.00 and maximum
(Out-of-State) of: breakfast $10.00, lunch $18.00 and dinner $28.00. All travel expenditures shall be submitted 
on a county travel voucher to the Auditor/Treasurer for review and payment.
Dated this 7th day of January 2025.
BOARD OF BUTTE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
/s/: ______________________________ James Ager, CHAIRPERSON
ATTEST:/s/: ______________________________ Annie Capp, BUTTE COUNTY AUDITOR
Motion by Erk, Second by Brunner to pass Resolution 2025-10 Butte County Investment Policy. Vote Unani-
mous. Motion Carried.
RESOLUTION 2025-10
BUTTE COUNTY INVESTMENT POLICY
WHEREAS the Butte County Treasurer is responsible for the safekeeping of county monies, the investment of 
county monies and the availability of county monies,
AND WHEREAS the County Treasurer must work in close cooperation with the County Auditor and County 
Commissioners,
AND WHEREAS the County Treasurer wishes for the input of the County Commissioners in administering 
these duties,
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED according to SDCL 4-5-8, that the county treasurer use the banks 
designated by the Butte County Commissioners as official depositories for savings accounts, checking accounts 
and certificate of deposits,
AND that the County Treasurer invest in savings accounts, certificate of deposits, and US treasury bonds as she 
finds advantageous in the interest of county monies,
AND that all interest earned, be deposited into the county’s general fund or be reinvested into the certificate of 
deposit and savings account.
Dated this 7th day of January 2025.
BOARD OF BUTTE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
/s/: ______________________________ James Ager, CHAIRPERSON
ATTEST:/s/: ______________________________ Annie Capp, BUTTE COUNTY AUDITOR
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Motion by Walton, Second by Erk to pass Resolution 2025-11 Designate Engineering Firm. Vote Unanimous. 
Motion Carried.
RESOLUTION 2025-11 Designate Engineering Firm
WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners are to designate an engineering firm to represent and advise Butte 
County and

WHEREAS, Butte County has a standing business relationship with Brosz Engineering and WHEREAS, 
Brosz Engineering is currently the Engineering Firm on numerous
Butte County Road and Bridge Projects,
BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED, that Brosz Engineering shall be named as the designated Engineering firm for 
Butte County for the year 2025.
Dated this 7th day of January 2025.
BOARD OF BUTTE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
/s/: ______________________________ James Ager, CHAIRPERSON
ATTEST:/s/: ______________________________ Annie Capp, BUTTE COUNTY AUDITOR
Motion by Batterman, Second by Walton to pass Resolution 2025-12 PILT Money. Vote Unanimous. Motion 
Carried.
BUTTE COUNTY RESOLUTION 2025-12 PILT MONEY
The Butte County Board of Commissioners will designate the PILT payment to the 2025 Budget. The PILT 
payment will be receipted into General Fund.
Passed and approved this 7th day of January 2025.
BOARD OF BUTTE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
/s/: ______________________________ James Ager, CHAIRPERSON
ATTEST:/s/: ______________________________ Annie Capp, BUTTE COUNTY AUDITOR
Motion by Batterman, Second by Walton to pass Resolution 2025-13 Butte County Weight Per Axle Limits. 
Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.
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RESOLUTION 2025-13
BUTTE COUNTY WEIGHT PER AXLE LIMITS
WHEREAS, the County of Butte, South Dakota, is responsible for the maintenance of certain highways under 
its jurisdiction,
WHEREAS, it appears that said highways, by reason of deterioration, rain, snow or other climatic conditions 
will be seriously damaged or destroyed unless the use of vehicles thereon is prohibited or restrictions as to the 
weight of vehicles are imposed, and
NOW, THEREFORE, pursuant to SDCL 32-14-6 and any laws amendatory thereto, be it resolved that effec-
tive March 1, 2025, through April 30, 2025, the load limit on all Butte County oil roads will be posted at 6 ton 
per axle.
1. Arpan Road ‐ 4 Miles
2. Fruitdale Road – 2 Miles
3. Gray Road – 1.1 Miles
4. Halle Rae Road – 0.5 Miles
5. Helmer Road from Snoma South to Ziebach ‐ 1.5 Miles – Posted 6 ton per axle year
6. Orman Road ‐ 1 Mile
7. Sourdough Road ‐ 1 Mile
8. Valley Township Road ‐ 6 Miles
9. Ziebach Road
10. Snoma Road from city limits east to McCoy Road – 1.3 miles
round
  IT IS FURTHER RESOLVED; that there shall be erected and maintained signs designating provisions of this 
resolution as provided by state law and that this resolution shall not be effective until or unless such signs are 
erected and maintained.
IT IS FURTHER RESOLVED; that the County of Butte shall request the
South Dakota Highway Patrol to enter the County of Butte to ensure compliance with State Laws pertaining to 
vehicle weight and with the weight laws established by this resolution.
Dated this 7th day of January 2025.
BOARD OF BUTTE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
/s/: ______________________________ James Ager, CHAIRPERSON
ATTEST:/s/: ______________________________ Annie Capp, BUTTE COUNTY AUDITOR
Motion by Brunner, Second by Erk to pass Resolution 2025-14 For the Establishment of a Fee to be Charged 
upon Redemption of a Tax Certificate. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.
BUTTE COUNTY RESOLUTION 2025-14
A RESOLUTION FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A FEE TO BE CHARGED
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UPON REDEMPTION OF A TAX CERTIFICATE
WHEREAS, SDCL 10-23-8 permits the sale or assignment of tax certificates to persons other than the County, 
and
WHEREAS, these tax certificates may be redeemed by payment of taxes owed, along with applicable interest; 
and
WHEREAS, upon redemption of any tax certificate held by someone other than the County, pursuant to SDCL 
10-23-8 a fee shall be deducted from the proceeds paid to the holder of the tax certificate, and
WHEREAS, SDCL 10-23-8 permits the County Commission to establish a fee not to exceed Fifty Dollars 
($50.00),
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Butte County Board of County Commissioners that upon 
redemption of a tax certificate held by someone other than the County, a fee of Fifty Dollars ($50.00) shall be 
charged to the holder of a tax certificate to be paid out of the proceeds due to the holder of that certificate.
IT IS FURTHER RESOLVED the fee charged pursuant to SDCL 10-23-8 and this Resolution shall be paid to 
the Butte County Treasurer.
Dated this 7th day of January 2025.
BOARD OF BUTTE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
/s/: ______________________________ James Ager, CHAIRPERSON
ATTEST:/s/: ______________________________ Annie Capp, BUTTE COUNTY AUDITOR
Motion by Erk, Second by Brunner to pass Resolution 2025-15 Establishing the Requirements, Fees, and 
Regulations for The Issuance of Alcoholic Beverage Licenses. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.
RESOLUTION 2025-15
ESTABLISHING THE REQUIREMENTS, FEES, AND REGULATIONS FOR THE ISSUANCE OF ALCO-
HOLIC BEVERAGE LICENSES WITHIN BUTTE COUNTY BE IT ORDAINED BY BUTTE COUNTY, 
SOUTH DAKOTA:
WHEREAS, the Butte County Board of County Commissioners believes that alcoholic beverage licenses are a 
privilege and not a right, and
WHEREAS, Butte County reserves the right to refuse approval, renewal, or transfer of any alcoholic beverage 
license in the event an applicant or the holder of the license refuses to comply with applicable requirements of 
Title 35 of the South Dakota Codified Laws (SDCL) and
WHEREAS, SDCL § 35-2-1.2 requires any applicant or person seeking transfer of an alcoholic beverage 
license to submit an application to the governing body of the County in which the applicant or transferee 
intends to operate; and
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WHEREAS, SDCL § 35-4-11.1 requires the Board of County Commissioners to determine the number of 
alcoholic beverage licenses the County will approve and the fees to be charged; and NOW THEREFORE, it is 
hereby resolved that:
1. The total number of available alcoholic beverage licenses in Butte County is determined by SDCL § 35-4-
11.1 and is based on the population residing within Butte County, but outside the limits of any incorporated 
municipality or improvement districts within Butte County.
2. Butte County currently has six (6) on-sale alcoholic beverage licenses available.
Application Process:
1. If any alcoholic beverage license becomes available in Butte County, a notice will be
published in the legal newspaper of the County for at least two (2) consecutive weeks, stating that the Board 
of County Commissioners will be accepting applications for the available license and setting a deadline for 
submission of applications.
2. Applicants must submit all applications for alcoholic beverage licenses, including new licenses or transfers 
of existing licenses, for businesses intending to operate outside the corporate limits of any municipality within 
Butte County, to the Board of County Commissioners for approval as required by SDCL § 25-2-1.2.
3. Any application for transfer of an alcoholic beverage license must also comply with the requirements of 
SDCL § 35-2-7.
4. All applications must be accompanied by an application fee.
a. As required by SDCL § 35-4-2(2) and (6), application fees for new alcoholic
beverage licenses are ten thousand two hundred and forty-three dollars
($10,243.00).
b. Application fees for renewal of existing alcoholic beverage licenses are nine
hundred dollars ($900.00).
5. All applications must include proof that the premises to which the license is being issued
or transferred has, or shall have within one year, a sufficient structure in which to conduct the operation of an 
on-sale liquor business. No alcoholic beverage license will be issued or transferred to any applicant if there is 
not an approved place of business for the operation of the license.
a. Proof may include (but is not limited to) pictures of any existing structures or plans and specifications of 
proposed structures, along with proof of ownership or a valid lease of the premises.
b. As required by SDCL § 35-2-2.1, all applications must include an agreement that the premises used for the 
sale of alcoholic beverages are considered public premises for the purpose of search and seizure laws and are 
open to inspection at all times, including all buildings, safes, cabinets, lockers, storerooms on the premises 
along with any records and books pertaining to the sale and ownership of alcoholic beverages.
6. The Board of County Commissioners may give conditional approval to allow for construction of an 
approved structure, with the alcoholic beverage license to be issued to the applicant when the structure is 
completed.
a. If the alcoholic beverage license is not issued within one year of conditional approval, the Board of County 
Commissioners may extend the conditional
Page 14 of 20

Regular Meeting Minutes Butte County Courthouse Commission Meeting Room 839 5th Avenue
Belle Fourche, SD 57717 Phone: 605-892-4485
approval for up to six (6) additional months if the delay is not the fault of the
applicant.
b. Under no circumstances will an alcoholic beverage license be held on conditional
approval for more than eighteen (18) months.
Approval Process
1. As required by SDCL § 35-2-3, the Board of County Commissioners shall set the time
and place for a public hearing to consider any application for alcoholic beverage licenses
that come before the board.
2. As required by SDCL § 35-2-5, the Butte County Auditor shall publish a notice of the
time and place where the Butte County Board of County Commissioners will consider applications for alco-
holic beverage license at least one week prior to the public hearing. The notice will also inform the public that 
any interested person may appear and be heard either in favor of, or objecting to, the issuance of the license.
3. The Board of County Commissioners will consider the application and any objection to the application 
before making a final decision to issue or not to issue available licenses.
4. Pursuant to SDCL § 35-2-1.2, the Board of County Commissioners may approve or disapprove an appli-
cation for alcoholic beverage license, or the transfer of an existing license, depending on whether the Board 
finds the applicant is a suitable person to hold the license, whether the Board considers the proposed location 
suitable for sale of alcoholic beverages, and whether the application and applicant meets all other statutory 
requirements.
5. As required by SDCL § 25-2-6.2, all applicants must be of good moral character and may not have a felony 
conviction. If the applicant is a corporation, all managing officers of the corporation must be of good moral 
character and may not have been convicted of a felony.
6. Any application fees will not be refunded once the license is approved by the Board of County Commis-
sioners and issued by the State.
7. As required by SDCL § 35-2-5.1, if the Board of County Commissioners does not approve an application, it 
shall specify the reasons for disapproval on the application and return the application and fee to the applicant. 
The applicant may not submit another application for an alcoholic beverage license for one (1) year from 
the date of the denied application. However, if the denial was based on the suitability of the location for the 
license, the applicant may not submit another application for three (3) months from the date of the denial as 
long as the renewal is based on a different location.
Renewal Process
1. Applicants for renewal of existing on-sale alcoholic beverage licenses must follow the
same application process set forth above.
2. Renewals of existing licenses may be approved without a public hearing before the
Board of County Commissioners unless one or more of the licensee’s employees has been subject to a crimi-
nal penalty for violation of the alcoholic beverage control law or the license has been suspended.
3. As required by SDCL § 32-2-5.3, the Board of County Commissioners may not reissue any alcoholic bever-
age license to the same licensee or the licensee’s transferee if the license has not been actively used during the 
two (2) years preceding the date of the current application.
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These vape “pens” were confiscated from students in Pen-
nington County schools in 2018. (Photo: Bart Pfankuch / 
South Dakota News Watch)

         Bart Pfankuch	
.www.sdnewswatch.org

Critics of the tobacco industry say flavored products, such as 
these pouches on sale Jan. 21, 2025, at BJ’s Country Store 
in Black Hawk, S.D., are attractive to youth users. (Photo: Bart 
Pfankuch / South Dakota News Watch)

511 National St. #101    605-723-0185

Critics say it will 
increase use among 
children and cost the 
state nearly $5 million 

Noem proposes major cut to 
tobacco prevention in SD

Tobacco products sold in South Dakota, including these displayed 
on Jan. 21, 2025, at BJ’s Country Store in Black Hawk, S.D., range 
far beyond traditional cigarettes. (Photo: Bart Pfankuch / South 
Dakota News Watch)

Wells Plumbing
 & Supplies 

605-892-2613•1700 5th Avenue
8-5 Monday-Friday

8-12 Saturday - Closed Sunday

Woodford Iowa 
yard hydrants

Winning Combination

(In stock) Model Y34 & Y12,000’ Rolls

Poly Pipe
1”, 1 1/4” 1 1/2”, & 2" in stock

   If lawmakers approve Gov. 
Kristi Noem’s proposal to cut 
the state tobacco prevention 
fund, anti-tobacco advocates 
said more children are likely to 
use tobacco and nicotine prod-
ucts, more adults will die early 
and the state will pay millions 
of dollars in new health care 
costs over the long run.
    Since 2007, South Dako-
ta has allocated $5 million 
annually to a fund that pays for 
programs to help tobacco users 
give up the habit and to prevent 
children and adults from ever 
starting.
   The money pays for counsel-
ing services through the South 
Dakota Quitline, for medica-
tions to help people kick the 
addictive habit and for state 
and local tobacco-prevention 
programs.
   The money comes from the 
state tax on annual sales of 
tobacco products, mainly ciga-
rettes, and was part of Initiated 
Measure 2 that voters passed in 
2006 to raise the tax on a pack 
of cigarettes by $1 and increase 
the taxes on other tobacco 
products.
   The IM2 ballot measure 
also dictated that the first $30 
million in tobacco taxes would 
go to the state general fund and 
the next $5 million would go to 
a new Tobacco Prevention and 
Reduction Trust Fund, which 
pays for the South Dakota To-
bacco Control Program.
Tobacco tax revenues over the 
$35 million level would also 
flow into the general fund. IM 
2 passed with almost 61% of 
the vote.
State: Program ready for 
‘right-sizing’
This year, Noem has proposed 
cutting the funding of the 
tobacco control program to $2 
million a year, a 60% reduction. 
According to Senate Bill 54, 
the other $3 million would be 
sent to the state’s general fund 
each year moving forward.
Noem has not publicly stated 
a reason for the proposed cut, 
and a News Watch request to 
interview the governor was not 
granted by her spokesman, Ian 
Fury.
But a spokeswoman for the 
state Department of Health, 
which administers the tobacco 
prevention program, told News 
Watch that the program’s suc-
cess at preventing tobacco use 
is the reason the funding can 
now be cut.
“The program has a track 
record of success, and we 
have seen a downward trend 
in tobacco use,” DOH spokes-
woman Tia Kafka wrote in 
an email. “As a result, the 
governor’s budget proposal 
right-sizes funding of tobacco 
prevention dollars. Services 
offered through the Quitline 
and tobacco prevention efforts 
within schools and communi-
ties will remain priorities for 
the program.” 
   The Quitline and other pro-
gramming seeks to reduce use 
of tobacco products and those 
that deliver nicotine, including 
vaping and other smokeless 
nicotine delivery products. 
Nicotine products are also 
addictive and are being used 
by adults and high school and 
middle school youths in South 
Dakota.
State records show that the state 
spent about $5.3 million on 
tobacco and nicotine prevention 

in fiscal year 2024, with $4.9 
million in contracted services 
for the state program and 
about $382,000 on grants and 
subsidies to local prevention 
organizations.
The major expenditures, ac-
cording to state contracts, were 
$1 million to Vilas Pharmacy 
of Pierre for tobacco cessation 
medications and $824,000 to 
Avera Health Plans to provide 
“telephone and other tobac-
co cessation counseling and 
support services for the SD 
Quitline.” 
    State records also indicate 
that the Department of Health 
signed a $175,000, one-year 
contract in June for South Da-
kota State University to conduct 
a study of the effectiveness of 
the South Dakota Quitline. It 
does not appear the results of 
that study are complete, and 
the SDSU official listed on the 
contract did not return a call 
seeking information.
Tobacco tax revenues have fall-
en steadily over time in South 
Dakota. In fiscal year 2014, the 
state collected $52 million in 
state cigarette taxes and another 
$7.4 million in other tobac-
co taxes, for a total of $59.4 
million.
In fiscal 2024, state cigarette 
tax collections were $44 million 
and other tobacco tax collec-
tions were $11.8 million, for a 
total of $55.8 million, according 
to the Department of Revenue.
Colin Keeler of the state Bureau 
of Finance and Management, 
said the Health Department will 
use the remaining $2 million in 
tobacco tax money and about 
$1 million in tobacco preven-
tion money the state already 
receives from the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention 
to fund tobacco programs at an 
annual rate of $3 million. 
    As proposed, he said, the 
money will be used for grants 
to communities and schools for 
tobacco prevention and cessa-
tion activities ($980,000), for 
the Quitline ($1.0 million), and 
for prevention marketing and 
advertising ($840,000).
But at that level of funding, 
South Dakota will fall even 
further below the CDC’s rec-
ommendation of $12 million 
in annual spending on tobacco 
prevention for the state.
Smoking, vaping rates down in 
SD and US
Even though tobacco use is 
dramatically down in South 
Dakota, an average of 1,300 
people die each year from 
smoking-related illnesses and 
the state spends an estimated 
$433 million annually on asso-
ciated health costs, according to 
the American Cancer Society.
The number of adult cigarette 
smokers in the U.S. and South 
Dakota has declined sharply 
and steadily over the past sever-
al decades. 
   According to survey data 
compiled by the American Lung 
Association, more than 42% of 
all Americans smoked in 1965, 
a rate that fell to 11.6% in 2022, 
a decrease of 73% during that 
period. 
   In South Dakota, 15% of 
adults were smokers in 2023, 
compared to 11% nationally, ac-
cording to the lung association.
Smoking rates among Native 
Americans have also declined 
but not as much, and Native 
Americans smoke at roughly 
double the rate of non-Native 
adults in South Dakota and the 
U.S.
Youth tobacco use nationally 
has declined over the past few 
decades, especially when it 
comes to cigarette smoking, 

with 34.8% of high school 
students smoking at least once 
in the past 30 days in 1995 
compared to 1.4% in 2024, 
according to the U.S. Food and 
Drug Administration. 
However, when use of vaping 
devices and smokeless tobaccos 
are added in, 10.1% of high 
school students and 5.4% of 
middle school students report-
ed some use of tobacco in the 
past month in 2024, the FDA 
reported.
In South Dakota, according to 
a 2022 statewide survey, 5.5% 
of high school students reported 
smoking cigarettes in the previ-
ous 30 days and 15.8% reported 
using vaping devices in the past 
month.
Advocates fear backslide and 
health problems
People who work to combat 
tobacco and nicotine use and 
addiction said cutting the pre-
vention funding is short-sighted 
and could reduce gains made in 
slowing tobacco and nicotine 
use in South Dakota.
Jodi Radke, South Dakota 
representative of the Campaign 
for Tobacco-Free Kids, said 
evidence-based studies and re-
sults of the prevention program 
in South Dakota prove that 
tobacco and nicotine cessation 
programs are effective. 
   Radke, who has worked on 
tobacco prevention for two 
decades, said her organization 
estimates that cutting South 
Dakota prevention funding 
by 60% will increase youth 
smoking rates by 5%, lead 300 
more children to become adult 
smokers, with 100 of those dy-
ing prematurely, and create $4.8 
million in new health care costs 
due to smoking-related illnesses 
over the next few decades.
“Funding tobacco control is 
critical to impacting youth rates, 
so to cut funding from that 
really does impact outcomes in 
terms of kids becoming lifelong 
users,” Radke said.
Battle to preserve funding in 
Pierre
Three lawmakers contacted by 
News Watch early in the session 
declined to comment because 
they were unaware of the pro-
posed funding cut.
Ben Hanson, South Dakota gov-
ernment relations director for 
the American Cancer Society 
Cancer Action Network, said 
that makes sense because Noem 
never mentioned the cut during 
her budget address or her State 
of the State speech.
Hanson said the funding cut is a 
“rob Peter to pay Paul” maneu-
ver the governor is using in a 
tight revenue year to fund other 
projects, such as $4 million 
in new spending on education 
savings accounts. 
    Noem also has proposed cut-
ting funding to the state library 
system and to South Dakota 
Public Broadcasting. 
A proposed reduction in fund-
ing for the smoking prevention 
fund comes at a time when 
tobacco companies spend an 
estimated $25 million a year to 
market their products in South 
Dakota, including flavored 
products popular among youth, 
Hanson said.
“This isn’t a haircut, this is 
gutting the fund,” he said.
Hanson said those in the tobac-
co and cancer prevention fields 
will make a strong lobbying 
effort in the 2025 legislative 
session to protect the tobacco 
prevention funding.
“We’re going to talk to each 
legislator one by one, and let 
them know the history of this 
and hopefully create a positive 
outcome,” Hanson said..



Black Hills Honey Farm has been beekeeping and manufacturing natural products “From 
The Hive” since 2001. Black Hills Honey Farm’s apiculture standards are developed with the 

primary focus on the health of honey bees and the sustainability of beekeeping.

From Farm to ForkWe seek to de�ne the best practices for natural beekeeping with these 
priorities as guides, and with a secondary focus on the agricultural products of apicultural 

products of apiculture (honey, pollen, and propolis).

The guiding principle at Black Hills Honey Farm is that quality is built into our natural 
products, and not just tested into a �nished product. Therefore, the assurance is that the 
product not only meets the �nal speci�cations, but that it has been made by the same 

procedures under the same conditions each and every time it is made.

Black Hills Honey Farm specializes in producing raw, varietal honey, and each varietal 
honey is as unique as its �oral source. Black Hills Honey Farm harvests this distinction and 

quality, and hand bottles in glass jars to preserve its purity and taste, at the time of 
extraction.

The strategy behind Black Hills Honey Farm wax processing is to limit the source of reus-
able beeswax. We only use wax removed from the upper half of the honey cell during 

extraction. Once the honey is removed from these cells, the bees have a clean new founda-
tion. Clean foundations help control bee diseases naturally.

Black Hills Honey Farm is a fully integrated Beekeeping operation!

Crow Peak Brewing Company started in the spring of 2007 as a modest 
5-barrel brewery with on-premise sales in the form of pints and o�-premise 
sales in the form of 64-ounce growlers. The brewery was extremely successful, 
and in order to provide a quality local beer to other parts of the State and 
beyond, a brewery expansion was in order. The beautiful new brewery build-
ing opened for business in December of 2009.

However, our beers were still being brewed on our 5-barrel system while we 
were waiting for our new 30-barrel brew house – three 60-barrel fermentation 
vessels and 60-barrel bright beer tank to arrive and be installed. Installation of 
the new equipment, plumbing, wiring and boiler system was completed in 
June of 2010. In addition to the larger brewing system, a Cask automated 
canning line was brought online in the fall of 2010, allowing us to distribute 
our product in both draft and packaged form.

By the end of 2015, Crow Peak Brewing Company was producing 2,000 
barrels of beer annually and was distributing its products in South Dakota, 
North Dakota, Nebraska, Wyoming and Minnesota. We were �nding it hard to 
keep up with demand, especially in the summer months so we underwent a 
second expansion in 2018. With two additional fermentation vessels and one 
additional bright beer tank, we are now able to produce approximately 5,000 
barrels annually.

Pietz’s Kuchen Kitchen
  My wife has been making kuchen for the better 

part of 30 years.  Recently, we have gotten 
involved in the kuchen making process and 

discovered that weenjoy making them together.  
In the past we have always given our kuchen 

away as gifts and have always received compli-
ments about how good they were.

We are now selling them to the public. It brings 
us great joy to see other people enjoy our 

kuchen which is why we are excited to share 
them with you.  We feel that we have a very 

unique and delicious kuchen.  We fill our kuchen 
with an abundance of fruit while adding a custard 

which is second to none.  Our crust will melt in 
your mouth and bring you back for more.  We 

make our kuchen with love and hope it brings joy 
to you and your family.

~ The Pietz’s

Lueders proudly carries Dimock Cheese products.
   Dimock Cheese is located just 15 minutes south of Mitchell, 
on Hwy 37, in Dimock, South Dakota. They have been making 
quality cheese since 1931. Their milk is produced locally by 
small dairy farmers. They take pride in making quality cheese 
by hand, the old fashioned way. 
   Dimock Cheese is the oldest cheese plant in South Dakota. 
Since opening the doors in 1931, Dimock Cheese has contin-
ued to make handcrafted artisan cheese. They use only the 
best ingredients available and take no shortcuts. The company 
takes great pride and care in producing premium quality 
cheese for their customers.
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  Sports Writer Wanted!

Now Taking Applications!

You love Sports and want to write and tell what hap-
pened, who won, and why, we are Looking for you!

Full or part time employment available. 
Will Train!

If you’re there watching your kids, want to write about 
what you’re seeing?

		      					     	 		
						      				  
				    						    

Send resume’ and letter of interest to 
Belle Fourche Beacon, PO Box 576, 

Belle Fourche, SD 57717, or
email: doug@bellefourchebeacon.com

   Use same contact to request more information
or call 605-645-2193 and ask for Doug

Wells Plumbing & Supplies 

8-5 Monday-Friday
8-12 Saturday
Closed Sunday 605-892-2613 | 1700 5th Avenue

Hastings Livestock Poly & 
Galvenized Water Tanks in Stock

Tourists watch the ongoing excavation at the Mammoth Site in Hot Springs, S.D., on 
July 17, 2024. (Photo: Krystal Schoenbauer / SDPB)

        Bart Pfankuch
     sdnewswatch.org

Legals/Public Notices  Contd. from C3 General Election - Nov. 8, 2024 
Butte County

Regular Meeting Minutes Butte County Courthouse Commission Meeting Room 839 5th Avenue
Belle Fourche, SD 57717 Phone: 605-892-4485
a. “Actively used,” as defined in SDCL § 32-3-5.3 means that the licensed premises was open to the 

public during regular business hours for sale and consumption of distilled spirits for at least sixty (60) 
days during the two preceding years.

4. The Butte County Board of Commissioners will not reissue an alcoholic beverage license unless all 
taxes incurred by the licensee or his transferee because of the operation of the licensed premises are paid 
or are not delinquent.

5. No license will renew or reissue until all property taxes that are the liability of the licensee levied on 
the licensed property are paid or are not delinquent.

Revocation or Suspension Process
1. The Butte County Board of County Commissioners may recommend that the Secretary suspend or 

revoke any alcoholic beverage license issued for violation of any provision of SDCL Chapter 35.
2. As required by 35-2-11.2, the Board of County Commissioners must give notice to the licensee of 

proposed revocation or suspension recommendation only after a public hearing on the issue.
3. The licensee must have at least thirty (30) days’ notice of the proposed recommendation and date set 

for a public hearing.
4. The Butte County Auditor shall publish a notice of the public hearing in the County’s official 

newspaper at least one week before the public hearing in a form approved by the Board of County 
Commissioners.

5. Grounds for revocation or suspension of an alcoholic beverage license are found in SDCL § 35-2-10.
Dated this 7th day of January 2025.
BOARD OF BUTTE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
/s/: ______________________________ James Ager, CHAIRPERSON
 ATTEST:/s/: ______________________________ Annie Capp, BUTTE COUNTY AUDITOR
Motion by Erk, Second by Walton to pass Resolution 2025-16 A Resolution
Establishing a Temporary Suspension on Tax Certificate Sales. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.
BUTTE COUNTY RESOLUTION 2025-16
A RESOLUTION
ESTABLISHING A TEMPORARY SUSPENSION ON TAX CERTIFICATE SALES
WHEREAS, SDCL §§ 10-23 et seq. provides for an annual sale of tax certificates for the amount of 

delinquent property tax due on real property, and
WHEREAS, the legislative scheme for Tax Deeds found in SDCL §§ 10-25 has recently changed,
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Regular Meeting Minutes Butte County Courthouse Commission Meeting Room 839 5th Avenue
Belle Fourche, SD 57717 Phone: 605-892-4485
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that Butte County will temporarily not sell tax certificates for 

delinquent property taxes payable in 2025, and prior years.
BE IT ALSO RESOLVED that Butte County will not issue Tax Deeds to holders of tax certificates, 

including certificates held by the County and by third parties, until questions surrounding constitutionality 
of the tax deed process are resolved.

Approved and adopted this 7th day of January 2025
ATTEST: ______________________________ Annie Capp, Butte County Auditor
________________________________ James Ager, CHAIRPERSON
Motion by Batterman, Second by Brunner to pass Resolution 2025-17 A Resolution Authorizing the 

Butte County State’s Attorney to Accept Service of Process on Behalf of Butte County. Vote Unanimous. 
Motion Carried.

BUTTE COUNTY RESOLUTION 2025-17
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE BUTTE COUNTY STATE’S ATTORNEY TO ACCEPT 

SERVICE OF PROCESS ON BEHALF OF BUTTE COUNTY
WHEREAS, from time to time individuals or others may bring judicial action naming Butte County as 

a party to the action, or require documents to be officially served on Butte County, and
WHEREAS, Butte County may want to accept service of process under the provisions of SDCL 15-9-

20, and
WHEREAS, the Butte County Board of Commissioners is empowered to accept service, and 

WHEREAS, acceptance of service is time-sensitive and should acceptance of service be deemed 
advisable, it should be accomplished within a reasonable period of time; and WHEREAS, The Board finds 
it is appropriate for the Butte County State’s Attorney to accept service and provide requisite notice of the 
service of process and the action involved to the Board.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the County Commission of Butte County that the Butte 
County State’s Attorney may accept service of process on behalf of Butte County.

IT IS FURTHER RESOLVED that the Butte County State’s Attorney will notify the Butte County 
Board of Commissioners of any service of process at the next regularly scheduled Board Meeting held 
after service is accepted.

Approved and adopted this 7th day of January 2025. ________________________________
ATTEST: ______________________________ Annie Capp, Butte County Auditor
James Ager, CHAIRPERSON
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Regular Meeting Minutes Butte County Courthouse Commission Meeting Room 839 5th Avenue
Belle Fourche, SD 57717 Phone: 605-892-4485
Motion by Batterman, Second by Brunner to table establishment of the Indigent County Burial Rates 

until 21Jan2025 meeting. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.
Motion by Walton, Second by Batterman to approve the Consent Agenda Items with no changes. Vote 

Unanimous. Motion Carried.
Consent Agenda - The following items were placed on the consent agenda for final action to be taken 

on all items by a single vote. Any item may be removed from the consent agenda by any member of the 
Commission for separate consideration.

a. Bills per Printout
b. Apportioning and Other payments
c. Auditor’s Monthly Settlement with Treasurer d. Travel Request
i. Sheriff – Sheriff Lamphere to attend the Western States Sheriff’s Association Annual Conference in 

Reno, NV from March 9-12, 2025
Sheriff Lamphere shared that last open position has been filled.
Chief Deputy Auditor Lisa Nelson gave a brief activity report including end-of-year and building 

activities.
State’s Attorney Tim Barnaud presented an activity report including case load which remains consistent 

with previous years, prevalent types of cases (alcohol, drug, domestic abuse), diversion programs, and 
number of jailed residents.

Discussion was held regarding Opioid Distribution. Item will be discussed at the 21Jan2025 meeting.
Motion by Erk, Second by Brunner to appoint Sue Broadhurst to a four-year on Butte County Planning 

Committee. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.
Head Dispatcher Katy Thompson gave an activity report including call numbers, call response times, 

and training. Discussion was held regarding length of calls, ranking of Butte County across the state, and 
staffing.

Motion by Erk, Second by Brunner to enter Executive Session: Legal Counsel 1-25-2(3) at 10:32 AM. 
Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried. Out of Executive Session at 11:05 AM. The following action was taken 
after Executive Session: Motion by Erk, Second by Brunner to pass Resolution 2025-02 Naming Deputies 
& Clerks. Vote Unanimous. Motion Carried.

RESOLUTION 2025-02 NAMING DEPUTIES & CLERKS
WHEREAS, under SDCL 7-7-20 if in the judgment of the Board of County Commissioners it shall be 

deemed necessary for the office of County State’s Attorney, County Treasurer, County
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Auditor, Register of Deeds, and Director of Equalization to have deputies or clerks to assist in the daily 

operations of their offices, and
WHEREAS, the volume and work load of these offices exceed the abilities of one single individual, 

and
WHEREAS, the Butte County Fiscal Year 2025 Budget has funds allocated for the deputy or clerk 

positions, and
WHEREAS, the fixed number of deputies or clerks to be employed, the time of employment and 

compensation which they shall receive must be set,
BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED, the Butte County Board of Commissioners authorize the County 

State’s Attorney to employ two full full-time deputies, three full-time clerks, the County Auditor’s office 
to employ two full-time deputies, two full-time clerks, the Register of Deeds office to employ a full-time 
deputy, and the County Treasurer’s office to employ a full-time deputy, three full-time clerks for the fiscal 
year 2025 at the compensation rate as established in the Year 2025 Wage Resolution.

Dated this 7th day of January 2025.
BOARD OF BUTTE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
/s/: ______________________________ James Ager, CHAIRPERSON
ATTEST:/s/: ______________________________ Annie Capp, BUTTE COUNTY AUDITOR
Committee Reports were given – Erk attended the Fairground meeting. A new member will be 

appointed by commissioners at 21Jan2025 meeting based on a recommendation from the board. 
Discussion was held regarding status of upgrades to fairgrounds

There was no Unfinished/Old/New Business to report.
Motion by Brunner, Second by Erk to Adjourn the meeting at 12:17 PM. Vote Unanimous. Motion 

Carried.
PAYMENTS
SALARY
ASSESSOR’S OFFICE/PLANNING $8,332.42, AUDITOR’S OFFICE $8,628.90, BUILDING 

$4,139.26, COMMISSIONERS $4,158.92, DISPATCH $17,606.32, ELECTION $2,214.03, EM/911 
$940.58, EXTENSION $1,881.60, HIGHWAY DEPT/WEED CONTROL $24,389.30, JUDICIAL 
$1,482.73, NURSE’S/WIC OFFICE $1,180.80, REGISTER OF DEEDS OFFICE $4,658.22, SHERIFF/
JAIL DEPT $22,903.59, STATES ATTORNEY OFFICE $14,778.49, TREASURER’S OFFICE 
$10,073.55, VETERAN SERVICE OFFICE $853.25.

COUNTY SHARE FICA
BUTTE COUNTY SHARE $9,511.92
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SDRS RETIREMENT
BUTTE COUNTY SHARE $7,231.35
GROUP INSURANCE
Regular Meeting Minutes Butte County Courthouse Commission Meeting Room 839 5th Avenue
Belle Fourche, SD 57717 Phone: 605-892-4485
BUTTE COUNTY SHARE $31,737.41
PROFESSIONAL SERVICES
A&J $19.50, ALPN IMP $140.00, AMG AVRA $36.00, ANSN PLMB $200.00, ASSC SD CO WED 

& PST $200.00, A-Z SHRD $12.34, BMS $400.00, BH PSYC $1,900.00, BH TITL $2,519.86, CPFRST 
EQPT $92,633.56, RPD CTY $280.00, DOH $370.00, K HUNT $1,250.00, KNNY LAW $21,418.94, 
L&S RSTON $155.00, MAPS $1,943.50, MEAD CO $71,915.00, NTNL MED RESRC $875.00, RDWD 
TXGLY $71.75, RELX INC $332.00, SCRM $27.90, SDDOT $10,615.17, SD PBLC ASUR $113,414.33, 
SD STAT ATTNY ASSC $972.29, SDPA $75.00, SPF ELTRC $1,613.27, STGS AMBL $305.24, T 
HAGN $60.00. WACKRLE LAW $1,670.50, JUROR FEES $551.42

PUBLICATIONS
BH PIONR $344.43
RENT/LEASE
A&B BSNS $243.96, CNTRY BSNS $1,168.78, DJ CNSTRN $2,800.00, PTNY BWS $91.29, 

THMSN RUTRS WST $559.26
REPAIRS/MAINTENANCE
BCKMN TIRE $758.75, T MCKY $200.00
_________________________________________ APPROVED: , Chairperson
___________________________________ ATTEST: Annie Capp, Auditor
Page 20 of 20

Brian L. Bengs  - DEM Tamara J Lesnar  - 
LIB

John R. Thune  - 
REP

Total 597 292 3,269

Collin  Duprel  - LIB Dusty  Johnson  - 
REP

Total 1,022 3,021

Jamie Smith and Jennifer 
Keintz  - DEM

Tracey Quint and 
Ashley Strand  - LIB

Kristi Noem and 
Larry Rhoden  - 

REP
Total 823 152 3,211

Thomas A Cool  - DEM Monae  Johnson  - 
REP

Total 824 3,225

Attorney General 

Marty J. Jackley  - REP

Total 3,424

Stephanie  Marty  - DEM Rene  Meyer  - LIB Richard  
Sattgast  - REP

Total 739 276 3,016

John  Cunningham  - 
DEM Josh  Haeder  - REP

Total 769 3,217

Timothy  Azure  - DEM Brock  Greenfield  - 
REP

Total 751 3,216

Commissioner of School and Public Lands 

State Auditor 

State Treasurer 

Governor and Lieutenant Governor 

Secretary of State 

General Election - November 8, 202
Butte County

United States Senator 

United States Representative 
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Locally created and owned in Tea, SD 
Honke’s offers a variety of BBQ prod-
ucts perfect for sandiwches or dipping 
sauces. Products have a lowered 
sugar content and are also Gluten 
Free!

Follow them on Facebook for updates:
https://www.facebook.com/honkes-
moppinsauces
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• Sprinkler Turn Ons,
Blowouts, Repair and Installs

• Mowing • Spraying
• Small Landscaping

• Snow Removal and More

ggtlawnservice@yahoo.com
P.O. Box 327, Belle Fourche, SD

Office  605-723-1899

Serving Belle Fourche and the surrounding area for over 15 years.

Shannon L. Rolando
Financial Advisor

1407 5th Avenue
Belle Fourche, SD 57717
Bus. 605-569-7979 • Fax 855-221-2509

shannon.rolando@edwardjones.com
edwardjones.com/shannon-rolando

          Jonathan Ellis 
www.thedakotascout.com 

Douglas Weber said 
the state needs a 
new prison to replace 
Springfield facility, not 

BFACT Shows for 2025 Season

Customer Service: 440-922-5222 
Customer Service Fax: 440-922-5223
Claims: 440-922-5151 
Claims Fax: 440-922-5152

Andrea Fayville
 

Licensed Agent
Belle Fourche, SD 

701-269-8633 
fayvilleagency@outlook.com

Former South Dakota DOC warden critical of Lincoln County prison plan

The second-longest serving 
warden in the history of the 
South Dakota State Penitentiary 
is calling on lawmakers to hit 
the brakes on spending near-
ly $900,000 on a new men’s 
prison.

In a letter to lawmakers, 
Douglas Weber urges them to 
delay the decision until at least 
next year to give the state time 
to assess its prison facilities 
during a summer study session.

“The cost of this proposed 
project is quickly approaching 
$1 billion dollars and our state, 
and its citizens, cannot afford 
a wrong decision now that will 
impact everyone for genera-
tions,” he wrote. 

Weber was named warden of 
the State Penitentiary in 1996 
after working his way through 
the ranks of the Department 
of Corrections, starting as a 
corrections officer. He was 
promoted to chief warden in 
the DOC in 1999, overseeing 
all adult prisons for the state. 
He served as interim secretary 
of corrections for a stint in 
2004 and 2005, before retiring 
in 2013 after 32 years with the 
department.

In an interview with The 
Dakota Scout, Weber acknowl-
edged the state needs prison 
upgrades. But he contends the 
most pressing need is to replace 
the Mike Durfee State Prison 
in Springfield, a former college 
campus that houses mostly 
medium security prisoners.

The current State Penitentiary 
includes the Jameson Annex. 
It houses maximum security 
prisoners and includes a disci-

plinary unit.
Prior to its opening in 1993, 

taxpayers paid a premium for 
a unit at Jameson to make it 
expandable. A stronger foun-
dation was poured and space 
set aside for an elevator shaft. 
The unit was built to add two 
more levels of jail cells, but 
that build-out was never made, 
Weber said. 

Although part of the Peniten-
tiary dates back to the state’s 
territorial days, other parts are 
more modern, and Weber said 
the state has spent $100 million 
over the years to make im-
provements. Security systems 
have been updated, cameras 
added, automatic locking doors 
and a new HVAC system was 
installed in 2021.

Weber also questions the 
price of the new prison, to be 
built in rural Lincoln County 
south of Harrisburg. At $825 
million, that pencils out to 
$545,634 a bed.

But several other states have 
built similar, multi-classifica-
tion prisons for less. Nebraska 
broke ground in August on a 
1,512-bed facility at a cost of 
$231,000 a bed. Utah opened 
a 3,600 bed prison in 2022 at 
$292,000 a bed. A prison under 
construction in Alabama costs 
$270,000 a bed, while a 4,200-
bed prison in Indiana scheduled 
to be completed in 2027 costs 
$286,000 bed, Weber said.

Weber also questions the lo-
cation for the new prison. Most 
workers at the prison reside in 
Sioux Falls. But building it in 
Lincoln County would add lon-
ger commutes for those workers 
– potentially perilous commutes 
in bad weather. He also suggest-
ed the new location will hurt a 
facility that is already strug-
gling with staffing shortages.

The remote location, he add-

ed, is isolated from the support 
services that a prison requires to 
operate.

“If this sails through as it is 
now, South Dakota is going to 
be left with a $1 billion alba-
tross,” Weber told The Dakota 
Scout. 

Weber said the state owns 
land in Yankton County that 
could be used to build a medi-
um-security prison to relieve 
Springfield. He noted that the 
workforce already exists in that 
region of the state. “If you’re 
hellbent on replacing a prison, 
you’re replacing the wrong 
one.”

Michael Winder, a spokesman 
for DOC, said in a statement 
that the plan was based on the 
recommendations of two out-
side organizations that have al-
ready studied the state’s prisons.

“The current state peniten-
tiary remains inefficient and 
unsafe for our staff,” he said. 
“Recommendations from the 
DLR Group and the CGL 
System Operational Review 
reinforces our planned pris-
on location and project. This 
planned project will modernize 
our systems to meet both pres-
ent day and future needs.”

Corrections Secretary Kelly 
Wasko testified before the 
House Judiciary Committee on 
Jan. 17. She noted that she took 
her position after those studies 
had already been done.

“Prior to my arrival, the 
groundwork was laid that we 
need this facility,” Wasko said.

A new prison will have fea-
tures the current one doesn’t, in-
cluding a single point of entry, 
double fencing and a perimeter 
road from which security as-
sessments can be made.

“That’s very, very basic,” she 
said. 

The facility will also include 

seven units. They’ll all have 
the same exterior look, but one 
will be a maximum-security 
unit. Each unit will have three 
pods that will allow corrections 
officers to control 72 inmates at 
a time. Currently, hundreds are 
released into the general inmate 
population at once when doors 
open on the cells.

But Wasko struggled when 
asked by Rep. Tim Reisch, the 
state’s former DOC secretary, 
how many more staffers will be 
needed when the new facility 
opens, and how much additional 
money will the state be obligat-
ed to pay each year for ongoing 
expenses. Reisch speculated it 
could be millions more a year, 
and that lawmakers need to be 
prepared for that.

“When you open new facili-

ties, it costs a lot of money,” he 
said.

Reisch told The Dakota 
Scout he was ready to “lead 
the charge” to get the new 
prison over the finish line 
this year. But now, he wants 
more information to address 
concerns. While he thinks the 
Lincoln County site has merit, 
and he’s in favor of replacing a 
facility that is 150 years old, he 
questions how the state is going 
to find enough people to staff a 
new prison.

“I just want to make sure we 
can man it and that we aren’t 
going to sink a bunch of money 
into something we can’t staff 
adequately,” he said.

“They’re not going to want 
to come just because it’s a new 
facility,” he added..



Good Shepherd Clinic is a free medical clinic for adults, ages 19-64, who do not 
qualify for or have insurance and meet 200% of the Federal Poverty Level. Medical 
services will be available on the 2nd and 4th Thursdays of the month at Shepherd of 
the Hills Lutheran Church in Lead. Enter the church through the Julius Street 
parking lot (below 825 W. Main Street).

The Spearfish clinic will continue to provide medical,
emergency dental, counseling, and resource services on Monday

nights at Our Savior’s Lutheran church, located at 1020 State Street.

Next Clinic: Thursday, February 13th

& Thursday, February 27th

Registration will be from 6:00-7:00pm.
Good Shepherd Clinic

Shepherd of the Hills Church
825 W Main Street in Lead

For more information contact:
Phone: 605-717-2080
Email: director@goodshepherdclinicspearfish.com
Website: www.goodshepherdclinicspearfish.com
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Wells Plumbing & Supplies 

8-5 Monday-Friday
8-12 Saturday
Closed Sunday 605-892-2613 | 1700 5th Avenue

Hastings Livestock Poly & 
Galvenized Water Tanks in Stock

Look What's Cooking at Belle Silver Lining
Come Join us Every Day  11:00am-1:00pm 

828 Kingsbury Street | Belle Fourche, SD
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Frozen Meals & Soups
available.

$5 meals or $3 soup
Available to everyone

  

                        

     Thank  you    
    Sponsors 
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Betty Bruner
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Healthcare 
May be 

Coming to 
Newell

The rodeo grandstands are getting ready to ride the highway to a new arena. They are headed to Stickney, SD . 
													             Betty Bruner photo

Soon the New Will Come

NEWELL-The grandstands 
at the Newell rodeo grounds 
are headed to a new home on 
the other side of South Dakota. 
A crew was busy preparing the 
old grandstands for transport 

Out With the Old

NEWELL-Something 
new in the area of healthcare 
could be on its way soon to the 
Newell area. Patrick Flanigan 
a family nurse practitioner 
was present at the most recent 
Newell City commission 
Monday, January 13, to discuss 
the possibility of setting up an 
office in the area. 

Flanigan had been in contact 
with Newell Ambulance 
Director Sherry Hocking to 
learn more of the needs of the 
community. The future of his 
plan is still in the brainstorming 
phase but his intention is to 
move forward with a trial run in 
February.

He plans to see adults and 
children for urgent conditions, 
primary care, and chronic 
disease management. He also 
provides fitness and nutrition 
counseling, end-of-life care, and 
advance healthcare planning.  

As a Family Nurse 
Practitioner, Flanigan desires 
to help his patients develop a 
diet and exercise program and 
is passionate about pediatrics, 
dementia care, pain and 
symptom management. 

He was raised near Buffalo, 
NY and now lives in Rapid 
City.

Mayor Tara Tennis remarked 
that she was excited to see 
health-care come to Newell. 
She added that whatever the 
people of Newell could do, 
all he had to do was ask. The 
commissioners echoed her 
encouragement. 

There will be a temporary 
sign up at the city office when 
the time is ready for patients.

The 2025 Newell Fire 
Department roster was 
approved by the commissioners. 
The roster consists of 24 
firefighters. Most of them are 
1 & 2 class firefighters, several 
are Wild Land Certified.

First National Bank in 
Newell was approved as the 
official depository for the 
city. The Black Hills Pioneer 
and Belle Fourche Beacon 
were named as official legal 
publications. Although the BF 
Beacon has not reached official 
legal status, the commissioners 
desired to name the newspaper 
in preparation for the future. 
Kellen Willard was approved as 
official Town attorney.

A building permit was 
approved for 706 Cornell 
provided the setbacks are 
correct to move in the storage 
sheds.

Petitions will be available 
January 31 to run for four 
commission seats. Two seats 
will be for three years, two 
seats are for one year. Three-
year terms for Allen Youngberg 
and Don Adams will be vacant 
this year. One-year terms for 
Deb Kopetsky and Lila Taton 
will need to be filled. The 
commissioners are able to run 
again.

Petitions can be picked up 
at the Town offices and are due 
back by February 28.

There was discussion 
concerning semis parking 
on Third and Fifth Streets. 
Evidently there have been 
several complaints about the 
semi-trucks parking on these 
streets, however since there are 
no “No Truck Parking” signs, 
Mayor Tennis wondered if there 
was anything legally that could 
be done. Deputy Bailey Hahn 
was present and assured the 
commissioners that the Sheriff’s 
Department would speak to the 
truck owners.

The city library is still 
seeking a librarian. Applications 
can be obtained at the city 
offices.

Linda Velder, Newell 
Museum Curator, has been busy 
submitting a grant preservation 
for the cemetery directory. She 
provided photos of early Girard 

the weekend of January 24. The 
five trucks from the Stickney 
area brought the equipment 
to disassemble and haul the 
monstrous structure.

Matt Mulder from Stickney 
is in charge of the project with 
plans to get the grandstands up 

and ready for “Donnie Days” 
in Stickney. Donnie Days 
is a celebration that began 
because of Donnie Hoffman 
who was known for his love 
of community, awesome 
fireworks stand, and displays 
that he did to honor the 4th. The 

celebration is held the second 
weekend in June.

Mulder remarked that 
they were excited to have the 
grandstands with a cover. 

“It gets hot during the 
rodeo and this will make a big 
difference,” he said.

The grandstands were sawed 
in half. The poles that have set 
in the Newell soil for decades 
will be cut off and then each 
section will be placed on the 
flatbed of a semi, chained down, 
and be ready to travel the miles 
between Newell and Stickney.

The plan is to begin the 
journey Sunday afternoon, 
hopefully when the winds are 
calmer said Mulder. 

“It will be an adventure,” he 
added.

New grandstands will 
make their home at the Newell 
rodeo grounds hopefully by 
May 1, according to Newell 
Community Club Chair Morgan 
Wulf. The old grandstands 
sold for $4,050, adding to the 
money already raised by the 
Community Club. The new 
grandstands will be $58,944. 
The club paid 75% now and 
will pay the remaining 25% two 
weeks before delivery.

The goal of the Community 
Club is to have the stands 
up and ready for Labor Day. 
The community has been 
key is raising money for the 
grandstands and will soon see 
the result of all the toil behind 
the project.

4 Generations

 Neil & Linda Vollmer; daughter Denelle; Granddaughter Rachel 
Ochocki; great grandson Stetzon Hanson

Street depicting apartments 
above the stores, gotten history 
on Otto Anderson family 
and “party line” telephones, 
along with passenger train 

information.
The next regular Newell 

commission meeting will be 
February 10 at 5 p.m.
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afternoon. Deputy Sheriff, Pat 
Arnold and Night Officer, Van 
Wilson raided the Oasis on 
orders of State’s Attorney J. M. 
Armstrong and a quantity of 
chips and playing cards were 
seized. Eight men were arrest-
ed, but only 3, Joseph O’Con-
ner, William Scheib and Clinton 
Long, were charged.

January 25, 1945
   For gallantry in action in 

the field of battle, 2nd Lt. Owen 
R. McDermott was recently 
awarded the Silver Star, ac-
cording to word received by his 
brother Emmet McDermott of 
Mud Butte, from Brig. General 
W. G. Weaver, Commanding 
the 8th Infantry Division of the 
US Army in Europe. Lt. Owen 
McDermott was born and grew 
to manhood on the McDermott 
Ranch near Mud Butte.

   Dog Licenses for the year 
1945 are now due. Tags must 
be secured from George Maass. 
Dogs running at large after Feb-
ruary 10, 1945, without proper 
tags attached to collars will be 
taken up and disposed of by 
order of the City of Newell.

   The Happy Helpers 4-H 
Club met last Saturday with 
Mrs. Nathan Robbins. Phyllis 
Edwards and Barbara Larson 
were the hostesses. The girls 
learned how to properly conduct 
a business meeting and proper 
introductions, using Roberts 
Rules. Several songs were sung 
and games were played, after 
which the hostesses served nice 
refreshments. The next regular 
meeting will be February 17th 
at the home of Mrs. Robert 
Conner. Miss Nettie Orwick 
and Miss Verena Lyons will be 
hostesses.

   C. W. Munroe has re-
opened the barber shop at the 
old stand on the corner. The 
building has housed a barber 
shop for so many years that it 
would be almost sacrilegious to 
put it to other use.

January 1955:  Still search-
ing for the bound copies (in a 
large book) of The Valley Irri-
gator. If anyone has copies of 
1955, they would like to share, 
we would appreciate using them 
for this column.

January 21, 1965
   Mr. & Mrs. Edgar Johnson 

and son Bill, of Sorum were en-
tertained at supper last Wednes-
day at the Dan Olson home and 
later Bill instructed a class of 
4-H members in leathercraft. 
Others in attendance were 
George Erk and son David and 
Roy Vansickle and his boys.

   Douglas Eickelman, Butte 
Electric Co-op Manager, at 
Newell suffered a painful and 
temporary incapacitating injury 
when he slipped and fell on 
ice in front of their home as he 

“Looking Forward to our Past”                                                                  
									        									         by Linda Velder 

Then and Now in Newell

The old town of Glendo is on 
our east ranch and we live on 
the same land that Delos and 
Hattie Olson used to own before 
they turned it over to Reub’s 
father Buck Olson. Dr. Hodge 
was the only doctor in the 
neighborhood, and some other 
checks that were written to old 
neighbors like Mrs. Frank Hunt 
and Delos’ son-in-law Charles 
Borsch, so we found those 
checks were fun to look at.

  Casey went to Buffalo on 
Thursday for wrestling practice 
and Taz spent most of the day 
cleaning out his tool trailer and 
rearranging things in it. Shylo 
still wasn’t feeling good so I got 
to pick up the kids from Kelli 
Doll at their mailbox. I called 
our son Guy that evening and 
he told us that our grandson 
Cade and his fiancé are going to 
get married on June 7th out by 
Gillette!

  Amanda’s Grandma and 
our dear friend Louise Jenson 
came down to visit Amanda and 
the kids on Friday and Reub 
and I went down to visit with 
Louise most of the afternoon. 
Taz spent most of the day 
getting the books ready for the 
Jenson bull sale coming up in 
March at Ralph. Casey took the 
wrestlers to the boys wrestling 
meet in Killdeer on Friday and 
Saturday. The girl wrestlers 
went to Pierre on Friday and 
Chamberlain on Saturday.  

  “I BELIEVE YOU CAN’T 
FIX STUPID, BUT YOU CAN 
VOTE THEM OUT OF OF-
FICE.” – Sen. John Kennedy

had replaced a little while ago. 
She had been in a lot of pain 
because of the broken leg and a 
different doctor did her surgery 
this time. I called Teri on Friday 
to see how she was doing and 
she has influenza! She had a re-
ally high fever on Thursday so 
Mike took her to the emergency 
room to find out why she was 
running that high fever. When 
I called her on Friday her fever 
was gone and she was still sick, 
but now Mike was also home 
with influenza.

  It was really windy on 
Wednesday with a high of 29 
degrees and we got a little sleet 
that morning that looked like 
tiny bits of hail stones. Casey 
went into Buffalo for wrestling 
practice that afternoon and Taz 
and Jace Jenson worked on their 
bulls Tuesday and Wednesday 
to get them ready for the Jenson 
bull sale. Little Shylo wasn’t 
feeling good that day so I got 
the privilege of going down and 
picking up Copper and Knox 
from Clint Doll at his mailbox.

  While Reub and I were 
going through some of Grand-
ma Hattie Olson’s stuff that we 
got from his Aunt Mary Parks, 
we found a bunch of interesting 
checks that Grandma Hattie 
had written in 1921 to 1923. 
There were several checks to 
the Glendo Ranch Store that 
my great grandfather Charlie 
Wilkinson was running back 
in the 1920s, a check to Dr. 
Hodge in 1922, a check to Mrs. 
Ole Eggebo who lived south of 
Glendo in 1923, and a check to 
the Glendo Ladies Aid in 1923. 

  This week started out 
really cold with 19 below zero 
on Sunday and 20 below zero 
Monday morning. With the 
cold temperatures, school was 
called off in Buffalo on Monday 
to keep everyone safe, but the 
week warmed up towards the 
end of the week.

  I spent most of Monday 
watching our new President 
Trump being inaugurated and 
then signing a bunch of execu-
tive orders to take out country 
back from the way that Pres. 
Biden had almost ruined it. Get 
this, in one of his last official 
acts before leaving the White 
House, Joe Biden released AIM 
activist Leonard Peltier from 
prison for the murder of FBI 
agents Jack Coler and Ronald 
Williams in 1975 during the 
American Indian Movement 
(AIM) uprising on the reser-
vation in South Dakota. The 
commutation was widely op-
posed by law enforcement who 
insisted that Peltier’s actions 

were cold-blooded, and he 
should remain imprisoned for 
the rest of his life for mur-
dering the FBI agents. Biden 
also pardoned all his family 
members before turning Peltier 
loose. We’re glad that horrible 
president is no longer in the 
White House. While I was busy 
watching what was happening 
in Washington, DC on TV, 
Thad came up from Prairie City 
to watch the football game with 
Reub down in the basement and 
have coffee with us.

  Sadly, there are more 
deaths to report: Walter Price, 
age 101, from Red Owl, passed 
peacefully at his home on 
Thursday, January 16, after 
losing his beloved wife of 79 
years, Thora just days prior. A 
memorial has been established 
for Walt & Thora to the Opal & 
Red Owl Fire Departments. The 
family will hold a celebration 
of life for Walt & Thora at the 
VFW in Sturgis on February 7, 
at 1 pm.

  Irean (Clasen) Jordan, 
age 101, of Faith, passed away 
on Sunday, January 19, at the 

Five Counties Nursing Home in 
Lemmon. Her funeral was held 
Saturday, January 25, at the St. 
Joseph’s Catholic Church in 
Faith. Irean was a member of 
the SD State Historical Society 
and was featured in a PBS Tele-
vision broadcast segment about 
the role of her father as a prairie 
“Wolfer”. She wrote a book on 
her father’s life entitled “Matt 
the Wolfer”. Irean used to write 
me letters about history around 
this area and a story about her 
Dad, Matt the Wolfer, is in the 
“Homestead Years from 1908 
to 1968” book put together by 
Lloyd and Adria Sudlow who 
used to run the Bison Couri-
er when I was growing up in 
Bison next door to them when 
my parents ran the Sorum 
Telephone Company in the 50s 
and 60s.

  We went to Hettinger on 
Tuesday for Reub’s appoint-
ment with Mary Eggebo that 
morning. Our daughter Teri 
McNelis had her second surgery 
on her right hip that day after 
the doctors found that she had 
a broken leg below the hip she 

Grand River Roundup

daughter Mr. & Mrs. Jim Keil at 
Sturgis Hospital.

   Newell Community Club 
President and Mrs. L. C. Wil-
liamson and Mr. & Mrs. Lyn 
Gladstone attended the Belle 
Fourche Chamber of Com-
merce Annual Banquet Tuesday 
evening. Others from Newell 
attending included President 
of the Black Hills Co-op Beet 
Growers Association John 
Youngberg, Newell, Vale Com-

munity Club President Fred 
Heidrich and Harry Schnell 
also Vale. These organiza-
tions requested support in the 
retention of the Newell Field 
& Experiment Station. Support 
has come in from all Black 
Hills area cities, organizations, 
schools, etc.

Betty Olson
news@bellefourchebeacon.com
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 January 28, 1915
   J. H. Christian carries the 

most complete line of funeral 
supplies, steel vaults, etc. La-
dies and gents tailored funeral 
wardrobe measured to order.  
Also is an agent for the Moore 
Monument Company. See Jay 
before you buy.

   The early freight remained 
on the tracks all day Wednes-
day. An unexperienced hostler 
let the engine freeze up.

   James Jordan has been 
busy building fence on his 
Upper Indian Creek place this 
past week. Another carload of 
barbed wire and field fencing 
has arrived at Newell Hardware.

January 22, 1925
   Howard Clark, who is 

known in fistic circles as “Bob-
cat” came down from Lead 
Saturday for a visit with his 
father O.H. Clark and renewed 
old acquaintances around New-
ell. Howard’s most recent bout 
was in Pierre where he boxed 
8 rounds with Jack Martin of 
Sioux City. It was declared a 
draw by the referee, although 
Clark had the best of the last 
round and was the fresher of the 
two, according to accounts by 
the local spectators.

   O. Christopherson has 
resigned his place at the office 
of Buchholz & Richards and on 
February 1 will take charge of 
the office work for the firm of 
M. E. Hafner Mill Company. 
Mr. Hafner left Monday for 
Hot Springs where he expected 
to bathe in the limped waters 
and recuperate for a few days. 
Miss Mertie Thompson, whose 
home is Nisland, has accepted a 
position as stenographer in the 
office of Buchholz & Richards. 
For the past 14 months Miss 
Thompson has been employed 
with Judge T. G. Brown at Belle 
Fourche.

   The South Hilan League of 

Women Voters held a meet-
ing at the home of Mrs. Guy 
Livingston, January 13th, the 
President, Mrs. Louis Schell 
presiding. Rev. & Mrs. Jami-
son were guests and gave their 
views in regard to the Child 
Labor Amendment and why 
they are supporting it and 
several members spoke for the 
measure. A vote was taken for 
the measure results: 5 members 
for; 1 against and 3 not vot-
ing. In spite of differences of 
opinion, those present were able 
to sit together quite amiably. At 
the close of the meeting, they 
partook in the delicious refresh-
ments provided by Mrs. Schell 
and Mrs. Livingston.

January 24, 1935
   Nine Applications from 

Butte County for entrance to 
CCC Camps were approved 
recently and the boys accepted 
took physical examinations at 
Rapid City. Those who passed 
their physical examinations 
were assigned to camps. Ap-
proved were Robert Wilson, 
Clifford Bean, Francis Thorne, 
Byran Davis of Belle Fourche; 
Roy Liming, Forest Lee Henry, 
Jr. Vale; Eldon Johnson, Wil-
liam Riley Newell and Victor 
Vandarwarka, Nisland. Also 
plans were formulated for the 
new camp to provide the labor 
for building stock dams on 
grazing areas at various points 
in the county.

   Nels Morell and Peter 
Bauer of the Fairpoint-Stonville 
territory were business visitors 
and census schooled in Sturgis 
one day last week. Mr. Bauer is 
the Farm Census Enumerator 
for the Sweet Water District and 
Morell is the Enumerator in the 
Fairpoint District.

   A poker game in the Oasis 
late Monday night cost 3 men 
a total of $288.95 in Justice J. 
G. Hartwell’s Court Wednesday 

was leaving for work last week. 
Broken in the fall was the knee-
cap of Eickelman’s left knee, 
which necessitated surgery and 
removal of a portion of the cap 
bone Monday at Bennett-Clark-
son Hospital in Rapid City, 
where he is expected to be 
confined for about 2 weeks.

   Donna Rae Hawley spent 
the weekend with her grandpar-
ents Mr. & Mrs. Ralph Wil-
liamson. George Hawley, Jr of 

Newell was taken to the Sturgis 
Hospital Sunday, he has pneu-
monia, caused from siphoning 
gas into a vehicle. He was very 
ill but was improving by Mon-
day. LaDonna Trohkimoinen 
stayed overnight with Donna 
Rae at the Williamson’s. Also 
Mr. & Mrs. George Hawley Sr. 
greeted a grandson born to their 

Wed. January 29, 2025

The freight train did not leave Newell for one whole day, causing 
much backlog, because some one did not put the engine in the heat-
ed building the night before and the steam engine froze. 
					     Newell Museum

 Christian’s Funeral Parlor: Mr. Christian was the Town Coroner, 
embalmer, casket & monument sales and funeral director.		
					     Newell Museum

     Phone 605.244.5213   www.sdplains.com
Proud communications provider of  the Newell, 
Vale & Nisland areas

Sponsored by:

Rivinoja’s Pool Hall:  Far left is Fraley Sprague & pet Bear Nellie; in 
center at corner of card table Judge George Goff; man on horseback 
Charles Wheeler and men playing cards Rawhide Johnny Strong, 
John Flaigg, Frank Roughton and Bert Goff. The Judge most likely 
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Newell Service Center
101 4th Street- Phone 605-456-3455

Automotive and Pickup Repair Shop · 
Sturdevant’s Parts Store · Oil Lube & 
Filter Service · Gates-Belts & Hoses &  
Custom Hose building· + We sell all class-
es of Tires &  do Tire repair· ATV Services

121 South Dartmouth Newell, SD
605-456-0133

212/79 Service Center
Fuel for the 

vehicle, fuel for 
you, and even 
gifts available 

from JT Boutique 

Mondays
	 Monday Night Bingo at the 
NVN
Senior Center 6 p.m. to 8 p.m.

Wednesday
	 Story Time with Patty
	 Every 1st & 3rd Wednesday, 
	 11 a.m. All ages welcome

Whistle Stop Market
	 First Saturday of every month 
through April, 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. at
the Newell Senior Center

BH Farmer’s Market
	 Second Tuesday each month, 
4:30, Nisland Town Hall

Feeding South Dakota
	 Second Thursday every month, 
1:30

Newell Library Hours
	 Open Monday, Wednesday, 
Friday 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

106 8th Street                        P: 605-456-1321
            F: 605-456-1621

PO Box  426                  
Newell, SD 57760
    VIPAgency@sdplains..com

VIP Agency
Auto, Home, Farm, Commercial

Each year, SDREA presents 
Legacy of Leadership Awards 
to outstanding cooperative and 
community leaders who lend 
their talent, time, expertise, 
and passion toward achieving 
success for the cooperatives and 
their service areas. 

This year, rural electric co-
operatives gathered to recognize 
Ken Wetz. 

Ken is a native of Vale, S.D., 
and former manager of Butte 
Electric Cooperative, Inc. He’s 
served on various boards in-
cluding SDREA and Rushmore 
Electric. Ken is an avid member 
of the Newell, S.D. community, 
serving several terms as mayor. 
Ken was elected to the legisla-

N N
V

Community Calendar

Open Mon-Sat 7:30 AM-5:30 PM/Sundays 11 AM-3 PM

Newell Hardware & Supply
320 Girard - Newell SD

605-456-2312

Menu Sponsored by:

Irrigator News

Here’s What’s Happening in Newell!

High Honor Roll
3.75 GPA- NO grade lower than a B
Grade 12 – BeJae Tesch, Darin Lewis
Grade 11 – Jayden Tesch, Jessica Raisanen, 
Tayla Neely, Gabriel Habben
Grade 10 – Malichi Whitace, MKenzie McTaggart
Grade 09 –Jacey Larson, Nevada Donahey, Bristol 
Bachman
Grade 08 – Khloe Rivera, Karley Larson, James 
Gatzke, Bianca Bierman
Grade 07- Amber Shaykett, Jessi Bachman
Grade 06 – Lillian Raisanen, Annika Bonebrake

JANUARY 
 

MMeennuu  iiss  ssuubbjjeecctt  ttoo  cchhaannggee!!    
MMiiddddllee  SScchhooooll  aanndd  HHiigghh  SScchhooooll  hhaavvee  aacccceessss  ttoo  ffrreesshh  SSaallaadd  BBaarr  

Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday Friday  
January 6) French 
Toast Sticks, Cereal, FF, 
Juice, Milk 
 
Mac & Cheese, Green 
Beans, Fruit, Milk 
Tomato or Broccoli 
Soup 

7) Hashbrown Eggs, 
Cereal, FF, Juice, Milk 
 
 
Salisbury Steaks, 
Gravy, Fresh Rolls, 
Fruit, Milk  
Cheesy Mac Soup 
 

8) Pancakes, Sausage, 
Cereal, FF, Juice, Milk 
 
 
Sloppy Joes on WG Bun, 
Corn, Coleslaw, Fruit, Milk 
 
Chicken Tortilla Soup 

9) Egg Bites, Cereal, Juice, 
FF, Milk  
 
 
Spanish Rice, Broccoli, 
Fruit, Milk 

10)  
NO SCHOOL 

13) Yogurt Parfait, 
Cereal, Juice, FF, Milk 
 
Hot Dogs, Chips, Green 
Beans, Fruit, Milk 

14)  Breakfast Pizza, 
Cereal, Juice, FF, Milk 
 
Grilled Cheese 
Sandwiches, Tomato 
Soup, Kale Rumble, 
Fruit, Milk 

15) French Toast Sticks, 
Cereal, Juice, FF, Milk  
 
Meatloaf, Mashed Potatoes, 
Cheese Sauce, Broccoli, 
Fresh Rolls, Fruit, Milk 
 

16) Turkey Wraps, Cereal, 
Juice, FF, Milk 
 
Chili, Sweet Rolls, Brussel 
Sprouts, Fruit, Milk 
Broccoli Cheese Soup 

17)  
 NO SCHOOL 

20) Long Johns, Donuts, 
Sausage, Cereal, Juice, 
FF, Milk 
 
Spaghetti & Meatballs, 
Broccoli, Fruit, Milk  

21)  Bagels, Scrambled 
Eggs. Cereal, Juice, FF, 
Milk 
 
Corn Dogs, French 
Fries, Fruit, Milk  
Pepperoni Pizza Soup 

22)  Blueberry Muffins, 
Cereal, Juice, FF, Milk   
 
 
Italian Pasta Bake, 
Coleslaw, Fruit, Milk 

23) Quesadilla, Cereal, 
Juice, FF, Milk 
 
 
Chicken Patty Sandwiches, 
Corn, Fruit, Milk 

24)  
NO SCHOOL 

27) Scrambled Eggs, 
Sausage, Cereal, Juice, 
FF, Milk 
 
Ropa Vieja (Shredded 
Beef over Rice), , Fruit,  
Milk 
Turkey Noodle Soup 

28) Maple Baked 
French Toast, Cereal, 
Juice, FF, Milk 
 
Turkey Stuffing 
Casserole, Corn, Milk 
 

29) Breakfast Taco, Cereal, 
Juice, FF, Milk 
 
 
Beef Straganoff, Noodles, 
Green Beans, Fruit, Milk 
 

30) Egg Bites, Cereal, 
Juice, FF, Milk 
 
 
Tater Tot Casserole, Fruit, 
Milk 
 

3)  
NO SCHOOL 
 

ture in 1996 and later used his 
knowledge of state government 

working as a lobbyist for elec-
tric cooperatives. 

Support Local 
Business 

From the Beacon /
Irrigator.
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Members of the Newell Lions Club and supporters of Sabrina Harmon were ready to serve lunch at the 
Newell City Hall. From the left: Allen Youngberg, Neil Vollmer, Linda Vollmer, Elaine Hewson, Kim Rich-
ards, Sabrina Harmon, Patty Karas, Marge Adams, Judy Heisler, Troy Hewson, John Heisler, and Carol 
McCarthy

Below: There was a large crowd gathered in the Newell City hall.					   
									         Courtesy photos

Open Mon-Sat 7:30 AM-5:30 PM/Sundays 11 AM-3 PM

Newell Hardware & Supply
320 Girard - Newell SD

605-456-2312

Menu Sponsored by:

Short and sweet is the theme 
for this week. The Irrigator 
section of the Beacon is nearly 
full and there’s no room for a 
lengthy B’s Buzz. There’s still 
another story to finish and put 
in, but no room since it will 
be an involved story about the 
Cracker Barrel held recently, so 
that’s next week.  There is a lot 
going on in our community and 
it’s always enjoyable to cover 
as much as I can. Sometimes I 
really wish there were three of 
me!

Many times, I’m asked why 
I do the things I do. Well, to tell 
the truth, I don’t actually know. 
I love to cook for the kids. I en-
joy covering stories and writing 
about them.  Working at our 
church is calming. But, I don’t 
have time to do EVERYTHING 
I want to do. I want to do more!

I get frustrated when I can’t 
keep up with the everyday stuff-
you know like cleaning and 
dusting (I hate to dust!).  I’m 
told that it doesn’t matter about 
the house. People just want to 
visit us, not the house. I don’t 
believe that, but it’s a good 

We are pleased to welcome Dennis Mez to the 
Newell School District as our new Middle School/
High School Science Teacher. Mr. Mez holds a de-
gree in Biology from the University of South Dakota 
and brings a unique perspective to the classroom, 
transitioning from a distinguished 23-year career in 
law enforcement. 						    
					     Courtesy Photo

New Math Teacher in NHS

Community Comes to Lunch

excuse.
You see, when things are 

helter-skelter and not in order, 
my brain doesn’t function very 
well. I think that’s one of the 
reasons I enjoy cooking at the 
school. Everything is kept in 
order, all lined up and labeled. 
The counters are shiny (and I 
really like shiny things) and 
cleared off. My desk at the 
school is put in order every 
night and ready for the next 
day. 

That’s not the case at home. 
Even though I may clear things 
at night and things look ok in 
the morning, by the time I get 
back home after school the 
place is in chaos (well not real-
ly, but so it seems to me).

My brain is frazzled and I’m 
not sure which way to go. So, I 
do the most logical thing, I sit 
down and look around, think-
ing, “I really, really need to do 
something.” 

Most of time, I do, but lately 
I haven’t and now it looks as 
though if I don’t do something 
soon, we won’t be able to find 
the kitchen or the living room 
or the dining room. 

I suppose I should move 
away from the computer and 
do something. I think I heard 
Chuck say something about 
company coming over. 

Where is that dust cloth?

NEWELL-A large crowd 
came out to enjoy a lunch 
sponsored by the Newell Lions 
Club to benefit Sabrina Harmon 
of the Newell area. Sabrina re-
cently underwent triple by-pass 
following a heart attack and as a 
vital contributor to the activi-
ties in Newell, was supported 
by the community to help with 
medical expenses.

Almost all of the Harmon family were on hand to support Sabrina at the Newell Lions Club lunch served to 
help cover medical expenses for Sabrina.
Back row;
Tommy Barrera. Olathe Schmidt, Rhone Schmidt, Dustin Schmidt, Hazin Schmidt, Treayer Schmidt, Cus 
Harmon, Kassi Barry, Kason Barry, Kyle Barry, Middle row: Courtney Barrera, Braylee Barrera, Montelius 
Schmidt, Carter Waddell, Althea Harmon, Sam Harmon, Kent Harmon, Brynlee Barrera, Front: Brylee 
Barrera, Richard Harmon, Ryker Barrera, Sabrina Harmon, Baby-Brindle Schmidt		
									         Betty Bruner photo

Newell City Hall was filled 
with residents who enjoyed a 
beef sandwich, cowboy beans, 
chips, and homemade good-
ies. The beef was donated and 
cooked by Midwestern Meats of 
Newell. The Newell Lions Club 
members were on hand to serve 
and oversee the event. 

A silent auction was held 
with items donated by local 
residents.

According to Elaine Hewson 

of the Lions Club over 160 
people were served.

Sabrina has been a dynamic 
force organizing many of the 
community’s events from Truck 
or Treat to the Thanksgiving 
meal and the Easter celebration. 
It was an opportunity for the 
community to pay back and 
forward for her involvement.

Bodie VanDerBoom was named KOTA Athlete of the Week. He and 
Coach Waterson were interviewed on TV sports.    Courtesy Photo

VanDerBoom Athlete of 
the Week

B’s 
Buzz


