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could crash through and fall 
to injury in many places. 
Several structural support 
beams are completely rotted 
through. Structural faults are 
seen throughout the length of 
the structure.
The first rodeo was held in 
1918 and many historical 
documents say it was held 
along the existing streets and 
riverside where the current 
grounds are. No precise 
information exists, but it 
appears the current grand-
stands were built beginning 
in 1919-1920.
Bucking chutes were used 
for the first time in 1920. The 
first public address system 
was used in 1926. One of the 
highlights of the 1926 Round 
Up was an appearance by 
Teddy Roosevelt’s Roughrid-
ers. The heroes of the July 3, 
1898 battle of San Juan Hill 
held their reunion in Belle 
Fourche 21 years after they 
escorted the President in 
1905 during his second Inau-
guration. Roosevelt was not 
present as he died in 1919.
President Calvin Coolidge 
attended in 1927. Story told 
was that he only planned 
on being there for an hour 
but enjoyed the rodeo so 
much he stayed the entire 
day. The famous Round Up 
grandstands panoramic photo 
chronicled the event. Plans 
are being made to re-enact 
a modern day grandstand 
panorama during the 100th 
celebration next year.
The event had been written 
about in the period from

   Ben and Joy Norlin held 
a ribbon cutting and grand 
opening of Belle Fourche’s 
newest business: Norlin 
Marine and Recreation, LLC 
on Tuesday July 24. The 
business is located on east 
Highway 34 in what was the 
Hershel Hoffman property 
adjacent to Wilen Masonry.
    Ben is the son of former 
Belle Fourche residents (now 
from Wright, Wyoming) 
Janie and Mike Norlin. Ben 
had been living and working 
in Florida where he became 
a certified marine mechanic. 
He has over 10 years expe-
rience and decided it was 
time to come home, start the 
business, and apply his skills 
to the Belle Fourche trade 
area.
   His wife, Joy, is originally 
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Historic Black Hills Roundup Grandstands Coming Down

COMING DOWN  Removal of the roof is well underway as city crews begin remmoval of the 
old Black Hills Roundup grandstands to be replaced by a modern structure that will feature 
box seating and VIP suites. The old grandstands were in use for nearly 100 years. 

The Tri-State Roundup (now the Black Hills Roundup) pictured in 1924. The main grandstands can be seen in the center.  Photo courtesy Tri-State Museum 

ROTTING AWAY  As crews removed the tin cladding on the 
grandstand the extent of the rotting timbers was revealed. 

BELLE FOURCHE - In the 
week following this year’s 
Black Hills Roundup a crew 
of city employees under the 
direction of Belle Fourche 
Public Works Director Dirk 
Hoffman began the demo-
lition of the Rodeo grounds 
grandstand. 
   After almost a century of 
history, weather, and use, the 
historic wooden structure is 
coming down and will be 
replaced by an all new metal 
grandstand. The new grand-
stand will be installed behind 
the concrete platforms that 
contain the current box seats 
and will connect up with the 
metal portion that stands on 
the west end of the arena.
   There has been sentiment 
and commentary locally 
about trying to remodel 
and preserve the existing 
grandstands but as removal 
began it could easily be seen 
that such a project would be 
more costly and perhaps not 
possible. 
   The first step of the demo-
lition was to remove the met-
al exterior. Taking the tin off 
revealed a large amount of 
rotting substructure that had 
not been visible. Structural 
engineers aren’t required 
for a demolition project, 
but had they been consulted 
to inspect the grandstands 
prior to this year’s Round 
Up they may have for safety 
reasons disallowed any use 
of the grandstands. Walking 
below the wooden structure 
it appears as if someone 

boat engines, but will also 
be available for the repair 
of all types of 2 and 4 cycle 
engines. They will soon be 
a dealer for a well known 
brand of new boats, and will 
feature and sell new boats as 
well.
   Ben and his wife Joy are 
the parents of three daugh-
ters: Alex (11), Ashtyn (7), 
and Alayna (5).
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Demolition to Make Way for Modern 
Structure to Be Ready July 2019
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from Spearfish. She attend-
ed BHSU and has a degree 
in accounting. In addition 
to her “behind the scenes” 
contributions to the business 
she works for Bennett, Main, 
Gubbrud, and Willert in 
Belle Fourche.
   Norlin Marine will do 
all types of boat repair and 
maintenance. Their spe-
cialty will be the repair of 

Beacon. 
   Reasons: Not everybody 
is on Facebook, or on all 
pages so many do not see 
the items. Our household 
has three adult residents 
in it. One is on Facebook, 
two are not. 
    In addition, since 
starting the Beacon, we 
have heard from hundreds 
of people telling us one 
of the reasons they like 

the Beacon is because 
they’re not on Facebook 
and appreciate being able 
to have access to the local 
news again. The Beacon 
can serve as a directory to 
Facebook pages.
   2. Send us your photos 
direct. We do not down-
load pictures from Face-
book, or websites because 
when they are downloaded 
and then printed in the pa-
per they loose clarity. We 
like to have the high

Beacon News Shorts

Facebook is Our Friend... Maybe
ination of information.  
Convenience and ease of 
access is certainly under-
stood, but it has created 
a few challenges for the 
Beacon.
   1. I would ask the people 
posting the various news 
and informational items 
and pictures on Facebook 
to consider sending that 
interesting and informa-
tive information to the 

Norlin Marine Opens in Belle

Credit Where
Credit is Due

A couple printing over-
sights from our last issue: 

The tremendous photo of 
the D&H bucking bull at 
the Roundup was taken by 
John Skogberg.
The great article about the 
Roundup Rodeo run was 
written by Chris Stores. 
Apologies for the omis-
sion and many thanks to 
them for their contribu-
tions to the Beacon.

BEACON STAFF
news@bellefourchebeacon.com

Belle Fourche’s newest business features boat repair and maintenance

   We were fully aware 
when we started the 
Beacon of the amount of 
people, clubs, businesses, 
organizations who com-
municate today with the 
use of Facebook. Rodeo, 
soccer, baseball, down-
town Thursdays,  etc. We 
believe that it is a marvel-
ous tool for convenient 
human interconnection 
and immediate dissem-

FAMILY AFFAIR  Norlin Marine is open on East Highway 34. 
Pictured are Ben and Joy Norlin’s three daughters.



   Donna Speidel, age 86 of Belle Fourche, 
died Friday, July 20, 2018 at her home 
surrounded by her loving family.
   Donna Hardisty was born September 
23, 1931 in Alzada, Montana. She was 
the daughter of William and Violet (King) 
Hardisty. Donna grew up near Alzada, 
where she also attended school. At the age 
of 16, Donna was united in marriage to 
Jacob Speidel on June 18, 1948 in Belle 
Fourche. To this union two children were born: Phyllis and 
Ron. Following their marriage, Jake and Donna lived in Belle 
Fourche where Jake worked at the Texaco station and owned the 
Mobile station for several years. Donna worked as a pharmacy 
technician for many years at the pharmacies in Belle Fourche. 
They included: Becker’s Drug, Husband’s Drug, The Medicine 
Shop, Thomas Drug, Ron Schwans FTC Pharmacy, and Lynn’s 
Dakotamart. She also was a rural mail carrier for the U.S. Postal 
Service. Donna ran the Alzada Star Route for 48 years, retiring 
in 1996. Her husband died in 1987 and since then Donna contin-
ued to live in Belle Fourche.
   Donna will be remembered for being a classy woman who 
dressed nice and had impeccable hair. She worked hard and she 
loved to dance. Jake and Donna never missed a Saturday night 
dance, and they were fun to watch because of how elegant they 
could dance. Together they enjoyed many motorcycle rides on 
the Harley Davidson, and Donna always had a scarf over her 
perfect hair. Donna was loving and caring, and she was also 
strong and feisty. She was a care giver to many and she always 
felt it was important to take care of family who needed care. She 
was a wonderful mother, grandmother, and great grandmother. 
And she will be greatly missed.
   Donna is survived by her son, Ron (Sheila) Speidel of Spear-
fish; daughter, Phyllis Mehrer of Belle Fourche; 5 grandchildren: 
Ronda Mehrer, Leslie Mahoney, Chris Mehrer, Matthew Speidel, 
Mackensey Speidel; 2 great grandchildren, JakeLyn Mehrer, 
Joshua Mehrer; and son-in-law, Lester Mehrer of Belle Fourche.
   She was preceded in death by her parents; husband; and two 
sisters, Doris Oliver and Dorthea Fredericksen.
   Friends may leave written condo-
lences and view her video tribute 
online at www.funeralhomeofthenorthernhills.com
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Obituaries
One man wrote this 
regarding prayer, “Sa-
tan does not care how 
many people read about 
prayer if only he can keep 
them from praying.” The 
purpose of this article 
today is not merely for 
us to learn more about 
prayer, but for us to 
pray! It is very easy to 
become self-sufficient in 
life. If we have enough 
provisions, a good job, a 
healthy family, comfort, 
then why do we need to 
pray? It is unfortunate 
that we can be so easily 
deceived by the error of 
self-sufficiency, forget-
ting that even the very 
breath we breathe is a gift 
from Almighty God. We 
are truly desperate for 
God in all areas of our 
lives. And it is a wonder-
ful and lofty thought that 
we have the privilege of 
communicating with our 
Creator through prayer! 
E.M. Bounds wrote this, 
“Prayer should not be 
regarded as a duty which 
must be performed, but 
rather as a privilege to be 

enjoyed.” 
 Today I would 
like to look at a passage 
that shows us a good 
picture of how we should 
pray. In Nehemiah chap-
ter 1 we see a conflicted 
man named Nehemiah. 
He was a Jew and his 
people were currently un-
der Persian captivity. Ne-
hemiah was the cupbearer 
for the Persian King, 
Artaxerxes. Nehemiah’s 
job was a dangerous one 
as he was tasked with 
drinking the king’s bev-
erages prior to the king 
drinking them in order to 
ensure that they were not 
poisoned. Although this 
was an incredibly dan-
gerous job, it would have 
allowed Nehemiah unique 
access to King Artaxerxes 
because he would have 
been around him multiple 
times a day. 
 In Nehemiah 1:3 
Nehemiah gets word that 
Jerusalem is in pitiful 
condition. The walls were 
down, the gates were de-
stroyed, and Nehemiah’s 
people were left exposed 

and vulnerable to enemy 
attacks. Nehemiah decid-
ed something had to be 
done! He decided to ask 
King Artaxerxes for per-
mission to go to Jerusa-
lem and rebuild the walls. 
This would be a BOLD 
request! Artaxerxes could 
have viewed this as Ne-
hemiah wanting to fortify 
Jerusalem for military 
purposes. If he viewed 
the request as a threat 
he could have executed 
Nehemiah as a traitor and 
enemy of his kingdom!
So, in 1:4 through then 
end of the chapter we see 
Nehemiah’s prayer to 
God before petitioning 
King Artaxerxes. In verse 
4 we see that Nehemiah’s 
disposition was that of 
humility and dependence 
on God. He became still 
before God, he wept out 
of a broken heart, he 
mourned for days, he 
fasted, and he prayed! 
Second, in verse 5 we see 
a prayer of exaltation to 
God. He praised God for

Pastor’s Perspective
This week’s Pastor’s Perspective is provided by Pastor Stephen Carson of 
Connection Church in Belle Fourche. 

Donna Speidel  86

BEREAN BIBLE CHURCH
1407 5th Ave. Belle Fourche

605-569-8380
Sunday Worship: 10:30 AM

BLACK HILLS GOSPEL 
ASSEMBLY

1/2 Mile east on hwy 34 · 210-
1374

Kenny Riley, pastor
Sunday:  1 p.m. & 6 p.m.
Wednesday: 7:30 p.m.

Friday: 7:30 p.m.

CHRISTIAN LIFE CENTER
2020 Vista St · 892-4767 

Paul Howard, Pastor
Clay Conry, Associate Pastor

Sunday
Long Term Care Service 8:45 

p.m.
Sunday School: All ages 9:30 

a.m.
Fellowship Hour: 9:30 a.m.

Worship and Children’s
Church 8 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.

Evening Service 6 p.m.
Wednesday

call for summer youth activities

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST 
OF LATTER DAY SAINTS

1105 Todd St. 
Brad Buchholz, Bishop

Sunday: 9 a.m. Sacrament 
Meeting

10 a.m. Sunday School
11 a.m. Priesthood meeting

Wednesday: young men, young 
women and girl scouts

EMMANUEL BAPTIST (SBC)
902 Lawrence St. · 723-6899

Andy Anderson, Pastor
Sunday: 9 a.m. Sunday School

10 a.m. Sunday Worship
Wednesday: 6 p.m. Prayer 

Service

CONNECTION CHURCH (SBC)
613 sixth ave., Belle Fourche

(605)-210-2150
Pastor Stephen Carson

Worship Pastor Ashton Rone
Sunday: 9:00 and 10:30 a.m. 

worship

FIRST BAPTIST
807 8th Ave.  892-4178

Pastor Tim Smith
Sunday:

9:15 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Worship Service

Wednesday:
6:00 p.m. Bible Study

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL 
UCC

717 Jackson St. · 892-3402
 Pastor Del Neumeister

Sunday:
9:35 a.m. Adult Sunday School

10 a.m. Worship

FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH
PO Box 46, 200 Dartmouth Ave.

605-456-2767
Worship: 9 a.m.

Wednesday afternoon children’s 
time during the school year, 

3:45-5:15

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH

901 Laurel St. Whitewood
(605)-920-1959

Reverand Jill Jennewein
Sunday:

9 a.m. Worship
10:30 a.m. Adult and Teen Bible 

Study
10:30 a.m. Children’s Sunday 

School

LANDMARK MISSIONARY 
BAPTIST CHURCH

(ABA) · 2.2 miles east on Hwy 34
723-1092

Sunday: 10 a.m. worship service

NEW COVENANT PCA
1140 Ames St. Spearfish 

 642-1122 
Sunday:

10 a.m. Worship Service

NORTHERN HILLS CHURCH 
OF CHRIST

5 miles south of Belle Fourche 
on Hwy 85 · 642-7167

Thomas Pruett - Minister
Sunday: 9:30 a.m. Bible Class 
10:30 a.m. Praise & Worship
Wednesday: 6:30 p.m. Bible 

Class

PRAIRE HOME CHURCH
1701 Hwy 212, Newell

Sunday School: 10 a.m.
Worship: 11 a.m.

RANGELAND MINISTRIES
CHURCH

Alzada, MT
Sunday:

Worship: 10:00am 
Mark Leverington, Lay Pastor

SALVATION ARMY OF THE 
NORTHERN HILLS

120 Ryan Rd., Spearfish
605-642-0924

Envoys: Tim and Peggy North
Sunday:

9:45 a.m. Sunday School
11 a.m. Worship Nursery 

avaliable

ST. JAMES EPISCOPAL
6th and Roundup · 892-2446

The Rev. Evelyn Weaver
The Rev. Sandy Williams, Priests 

Deacon Rev. Mike Weaver
Sunday: 10 a.m. Holy Eucharist

Monday-Friday: 7:45 a.m. Prayer 
Wednesday: 6:30 p.m., Learning 

and Discovery Study

ST. ONGE UNITED CHURCH 
OF CHRIST

Del Neumeister, Pastor
Winter Hours 

Sunday School and Worship at 
8:30 a.m.

ST. PAUL CATHOLIC CHURCH
834 6th Ave., Belle Fourche

Msgr. Michael Woster, Pastor
Fr. John Paul Trask, Associate 

Pastor
Mass Times

Sunday: 10:30 a.m.
First Friday: 10:30 a.m.

@Belle Estates Senior Living
Third Friday:

10:30 a.m. @ B.F. Nursing Home
Friday: 12:15 p.m. Mass followed 

by Adoration
2 p.m. Benediction

Saturday: 2-3 p.m. Confessions

ST. JAMES LUTHERAN
110 Stanley · 723-3923

Interim Pastor: Jean Helmer
Sunday: 9:30 a.m. Worship

Wednesday:
iPraise - after school

7th and 8th grade confirmation 
4 p.m.
Friday: 

7 a.m. Lutheran Men in Missions, 
Belle Inn

Saturday:  5 p.m. Worship

SUMMIT OPEN BIBLE 
FELLOWSHIP

Seventh and Summit
892-4630

Pastor Rick and Diane Brennan
Sunday School: 
10 a.m. Worship

11 a.m. Kids Church
Monday: 

7 p.m. Mens’ Bible Study
Tuesday: 

7 p.m. Ladies Bible Study
Wednesday: 

3:30 p.m. Kidz Alive 
7 p.m. Adult Bible Study

Saturday: 
Home Fellowship Groups

UNITED METHODIST
1804 Sventh Ave. ·892-2405 
www.bellefourcheumc.com

Bob Duemig, Pastor
Sunday:

10:30 a.m. Worship Following
9:30 a.m. Sunday School

Wednesday:
10 a.m. & 7 p.m. - Bible Study

VALE COMMUNITY COUNTRY 
CHURCH

Pastor Darla Dunn
402 Rosander St. Vale SD 57788

Service Sunday: 
10 a.m.

605-210-0512

Belle Fourche Church Schedules
Leverington Funeral Home 

of the Northern Hills

Lonny “Bumpa” Smith  51
   Lonny “Bumpa” Smith, 51, of St. Onge, 
South Dakota passed away July 20, 2018 
at the Avera McKennan Hospital in Sioux 
Falls.
   He was born August 20, 1966 in Belle 
Fourche to Loren and Frieda (Heinert) 
Smith.
   In high school, Lonny was a member of 
the National Honor Society, and played 
second chair trumpet in the high school 
band. He graduated with honors in 1984 from Belle Fourche 
High School.
   Lonny worked with his father at the meat market and enjoyed 
playing drums and singing with his dad’s band, Loren and 
Country. In 1988, he enlisted in the United States Air Force. 
While in the Air Force, Lonny served one year in Korea. He 
was honorably discharged in 1992, with an SRA E4 status.
   On August 17, 1991, he married the love of his life, Sue. The 
couple lived in Minot, ND until Lonny was discharged from 
the service. They made their home in St. Onge, SD, and Lonny 
was employed at the Sturgis Meat Service for nine years. In 
2000, Lonny took a store manager job in Sundance Wyoming. 
In 2006, Lonny and Sue bought the S.O.B. “St. Onge Bar” and 
moved back to the community that became their home in the St. 
Onge Valley.
   Lonny loved to ride his Harley and was a member of the 
Militiamen Veteran’s Motorcyle Club. The members of the 
club held a special place in Lonny’s heart, and he considered 
them family. Lonny was also a member of the United Church 
of Christ. Lonny was known throughout the area for cooking 
the best prime rib in the country at the St. Onge Bar, where 
people from all over the nation have complimented his cooking. 
Lonny enjoyed music, reading, hunting and fishing. Most of all, 
Bumpa enjoyed spending time with his ten grandkids.
   He is survived by his father and mother, Loren and Rosie 
Smith of McMinnville, OR; wife, Susan Smith of St. Onge; 
son, Randy Landsverk of Crosby, ND; daughter, Angela (Wade) 
Vissia of Belle Fourche; 10 grandchildren, Will Landsverk, 
Hunter Vissia, Taylor Landsverk, Blake Vissia, Hailey 
Landsverk, Michelle Landsverk, Evan Vissia, Abby Vissia, 
Emma Landsverk and Brenna Landsverk; brothers-in law, Dan 
(Linda) Borkenhagen and Bill (Theresa) Borkenhagen all of 
Bullhead, AZ; his sister, Lorena Smith of McMinnville, OR and 
nieces and nephews.
   He was preceded in death by his grandparents; uncles, Johnny 
Heinert and Lee Smith; aunts, Fernel Butts and Loise Harts-
horne; father and mother-in-law, Ron and Marge Borkenhagen.
   A Ceremonial Tribute will be held Saturday, July 28 at 11:00 
AM at the First Congregational United Church of Christ in 
Belle Fourche with Reverend Del Neumeister and Reverend Dr. 
M.G. Martell Spagnolo officiating.
   Inurnment will take place at a later 
time at Black Hills National Cemetery.

Thought for Today:
“Begin by always expecting

good things to happen.”

PASTOR’S  A3

Bob Davis- Pastor
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Think Differently and Repeat
Our parade is known 
throughout the region and if 
I have my numbers correct, 
over 15,000 people attend 
the parade. The Black Hills 
Round Up is the event that 
people pay to see! But the 
parade is the event that 
everyone is invited to attend, 
free of charge.
   With our neighbors now 
promoting Independence 
Day parades and firework 
shows it is time for our 
community to do something 
different in what we offer 
the public. The idea of 
a “concert” is nice and 
different, for a one year 
(100th) event. But it would 
only entertain … 5,000 
people at best?
   The highest quality parades 
are those that have marching 
bands. I believe we saw a 
quality band from Minnesota 
and how well they perform 
and what they provide for 
the crowd. The Ranger Band 
was not here this year, but 
they sent their Jr. Ranger 
Band. The 7th Cavalry 
Band was not in attendance. 
However, our loyal Belle 
Fourche Cowboy Band was 
in attendance.
   If we are going to spend 
$40,000 on music for our 
100th anniversary of the 
Round Up, I suggest we 
spend it on inviting marching 
bands. Not only will they 
liven up the parade, it will 
give it a splash not seen for 
many years. And as far as 
bang for the buck, I would 
expect that these bands 
will entertain a potential 
25,000 people who may be 
in attendance! Marching 
Bands will also set a higher 
standard for every other 
community to compete with 
us. We need to lead on this!
   Marching Bands are 
always looking for places 
to perform and what better 
place to perform than in the 
Center of the Nation on its 
100th anniversary of the 
Black Hills Round Up!?
   With a $40,000 budget we 
will have to consider many 
things:
• Our community will 
need to set up stipends for 
expenses and awards for 
bands to attend.
• We should invite many 
bands;
• We should encourage our 
BFHS band to participate as 

well as local area bands;
• We should have healthy 
awards for the top three 
bands;
• We could have a band 
contest in Hermann Park.
   These are just some of the 
ideas that could be offered. 
But let me offer a few more 
long term ideas: 
• This could be done every 
year.
• We should once again 
encourage a partnership with 
the local schools for high 
school students to participate 
in The Cowboy Band by 
the school offering credits 
and for the City to pay the 
musicians a stipend as an 
outreach to area communities 
when they perform.
• This partnership has 
a precedent. Years ago 
Cowboy Band participants 
we paid by the city to 
perform at Newell, Camp 
Crook, Hulett, St. Onge, 
Days of 76 rodeos as well as 
our own rodeo.
• This partnership would 
also begin a new trend in 
the Cowboy Band. Many 
members are getting older 
and there hasn’t been 
the influx of new young 
members because the 
City and the schools have 
disregarded our heritage and 
our history.
   What we have on the 4th of 
July that other communities 
don’t is “History.”
   Every community can have 
fireworks. Every community 
can have a parade. Not 
every community will have 
Marching Bands. Especially 
to the extent I am suggesting. 
It is a new and exciting 
time for our community 
and a time to do something 
“different.”
   Last but not least, I am 
willing to bet there would 
be businesses that would 
donate to the Marching 
Bands, not to reduce the City 
expense, but to promote an 
even greater event for our 
community and the guests 
we invite to our town!
   I would ask that you 
consider this idea not only 
for next year, but for future 
years as well.
   There is only one 100th 
Anniversary of the Black 
Hills Round Up…..

   - Clark Sowers

From Chamber Director Gary Wood

essentially what worship is! 
Third, in verses 6-7 Ne-
hemiah’s prayer displayed 
repentance, both for himself 
and for his people. Finally, 
in verses 8-11 his prayer dis-
played faith in the promises 
of God! 
What a great model of 
prayer! Prayer, at its core, 
reveals two things. First, it 

From Page A2

PASTOR’S
is an acknowledgement that 
we are insufficient. Second, 
it is an acknowledgement 
that God is sufficient! So, let 
us remember to come before 
God humbly, in a sense of 
worship, in a spirit of confes-
sion, and in a disposition of 
dependency on God. Again, 
let’s not just learn about 
prayer…let’s be faithful to 
pray!

news” to help us along.

Subscription Costs
We started out with an 
introductory special of $25 
for a year, or 52 issues. We 
will continue that special 
throughout the trade area 
going forward. As we build 
the Beacon in content, adver-
tisers, coverage, and sub-
scribers, we also need to hire 
and train the staff to build a 
paper.
All of the pieces of the 
puzzle have taken some 
time to locate and as we are 
able are being put in place. 
We have had to print every 
other week as we’ve started 
to make it happen. Our goal 
is to become a weekly soon.  
We have published June 
28, July 12, and this issue 

REPEAT! REPEAT! REPEAT!

Thank you for your responses to my articles 
in the Beacon. It’s gratifying to know 
someone reads them and appreciates it.

So, referring to last week’s article on Belle 
Fourche First, I’d like to follow up and ask 
that you do more than appreciate an article; 
I want to ask you: Did you take 
the advice and consider Belle 
Fourche First in your shopping 
choices? Beyond that, have you 
encouraged family and friends to 
think Belle Fourche First?
   We are all creatures of habit 
and it is good for us to break 
out of rhythms and patterns occasionally 
and do something different. Dare I use the 
word “rut”? I’m in a rut about some things 
as many of us are. Over the years, dealing 
with the public, one lesson I’ve learned 
when it comes to introducing an idea is: 
Repeat, repeat, repeat. I don’t know the 
statistics on how many times we have to 
be exposed to something to make it part of 
our thinking. So please consider what I said 
last week, and what I will reiterate today: 
We should all be thinking Belle Fourche 
First. Is there a business you have never 
been in? A restaurant you haven’t tried? 
I wrote a letter of recommendation to the 
Secretary of Transportation in Washington, 
D.C. last week and had to get out of my rut 
of thinking to write a letter in support of 
transportation funding for our area.
   May I give a word to our Belle Fourche 
and regional businesses? Maybe it’s time to 
break out of the rut of “business as usual” 
and try something new, innovative and 
creative. We live in a world that is changing 
in so many ways. Think about your personal 

communicator. What’s that? Your cellphone. 
I remember a friend of mine years ago telling 
us that we should all be investing our money 
in personal communicators and all I could 
imagine was Star Trek and Captain Kirk 
with his “flip” communicator. Well, here 
we are and nearly everyone has one, even 
us grandparents! We have even asked our 
grandkids to help us with a function. We 

are being forced out of our 
rhythms and patterns (ruts) 
continually by the modern 
society we live in. I’m afraid 
it’s learn or be left behind.
   As a Chamber of Commerce, 
our job is to target three 
aspects of business: customers 

for business; better business practices; 
better business relations. In this article I’m 
attempting two of those targets: Customers 
and Business Practices.
   So, the conclusion for customers? Try 
something different when it comes to your 
shopping pattern. Stretch your thinking a bit 
to include something new and untried. Try 
some bubble tea. You might just discover 
something better. If you are a customer 
I’d encourage you to THINK BELLE 
FOURCHE FIRST.
   If you’re a business, I want to encourage 
you in better business practices. Is your snow 
shovel still in your front entry or are weeds 
coming up in the cracks of your sidewalk? 
Things like that might indicate that you’re in 
a rut and not doing best business practices. 
Check out other businesses and see what you 
like or don’t like. Then adjust your business 
accordingly. Be willing to learn from those 
older and younger than you. Take advice, 
listen and observe. You might be surprised 
what you can learn.

July 26. Our schedule going 
forward will be next issue 
August 9th, then August 23. 
We are working diligently to 
be weekly then on.
Just know that when we are 
on the every-other-week 
publication schedule it is not 
because you haven’t paid 
your subscription. We will 
continue to provide the broad 
distribution into the future. 
If you don’t receive let us 
know. Thank you for your 
patience and we sincerely 
appreciate your help and 
support in making the Belle 
Fourche Beacon reality. In 
the future it isn’t necessary 
to thank the Beacon, thank 
the businesses that adver-
tise. They are the ones who 
make delivery of local news 
possible.

From Page 1

FACEBOOK

Letter to the Editor

2019 Black Hills Roundup Concert

clarity from the original 
picture file. So, when you 
Facebookers post up a photo 
of an event or a family mem-
ber, or the team they’re on 
try to remember to send that 
original photo to the Bea-
con, so we can print it in the 
paper too. 
Facebook and the internet 
are going to continue to 
grow and probably nothing 
will ever change that, but as 
it grows we’ll still publish 
and print a traditional news-
paper to get the news out.                                
The Beacon can serve as a 
directory to the myriad of 
Facebook pages and in-
formation. Thanks to you 
“techies” for sending us “the 

SUBSCRIBE TO THE BEACON  $25/ Year
Go Online or Send us Your Request

www.bellefourchebeacon.com PO Box 576   Belle Fourche, SD 57717
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It’s Time to Shop Belle Fourche

Ladies Fashions
Downtown Belle Fourche

605-892-3736

30%O
F
F

Take an
Additional

CleArAnCe
PriCes

Don’t Miss This Crazy Sale!

SUPER SUMMERSUPER SUMMER

SIDEWALK DEALS TOO!!!

FRIDAY July 27 SATURDAY July 28

30% 40% 50%
Select Styles of
Panhandle 

Rock&Roll Cowboy

Select Styles of
Cowgirl Tuff Jeans

Garth Brooks 
SEVENS

by CINCH

*Retail price
Men’s Clearance Rack

Women’s Clearance Rack
Dusty Rocker & Corky’s
(Women’s shoes/boots)

10:00 AM - 6:00 PM

Belle Fourche

506 State Street Belle Fourche, SD (605)892-9089

July 26-28th

Friday & Saturday, July 27th & 28th

Your Hometown Neighborhood Market!

600 National Street, 
Belle Fourche, SD • 605-892-4330

Store Hours:  Mon-Sun • 7am-10pm

Lynn’s Milk
1 Gallon 
Whole, 2%, 1% or Skim

$199
ea.

Bar S
Meat Franks
Select 16 oz.

Lynn’s Dakotamart 
Hot Dog Buns
8 ct.

Our Family
Spring Water
.5 Liter 24 pk.

We reserve the right to limit quantities, items to stock on hand, correct printing, typographical & photographical errors and not all items are available in all stores.

99¢
ea. 79¢

ea.

Limit 4

Limit 2 $199
ea.

$199
lb.

Sweet Bing Cherries
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Crazy Days July 27th - 28th

July 27 & 2 8
Sidewalk Sale 

The Olive Branch
501 State St. Belle Fourche, SD
605.723.1111 | Find us on Facebook

Clothing
25% off

Kids
40% off

Jewelry
& Sandals

50% off

LEUDER’S  5 X 3”

ANTIQUE/CZY DYS

South Hwy 85
Belle Fourche 
605.892.4309
Mon.-Sat. 9am-6pm

Sun. Noon-5pm

ALL 3 DAYS
Friday, Saturday 

and Sunday
JULY 27, 28 & 29

Huge Selection 
of Assorted Varieties

LIGHT BULBS

Going All Out for Crazy Days!

*

*Excluding Pop   

This could be the last Crazy Day Sale 
because the owner (John) is tired of going Crazy 

and thinking about retiring. 

SALE!

Don't 
miss this

One-Of-A-Kind

40%O
F
F

STOREWIDE!

Come check out Robb's
• School
 Supplies
• Swimming 
 Suits & 
 Coverups
•  Quarry Tile
 Assorted Sizes 
 & Colors

•  Discounted 
 Small Kitchen 
 Appliances
•  Sherwin 
 Williams 
 Paint
 1 & 5 gal. Buckets - 
 Interior White

Boys & Girls Underwear, Socks, T-Shirts, 
and Camis

HANES
Wasp and 

Hornet Spray

HOT SHOT

For Gas Customers
Fri. & Sat. July 27-28

AT 
SOUTHSIDE SERVICE

BEAT 

THE HEAT
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Beacon News Shorts 
Belle Fourche Trade Area

The third Home of the Week in Belle Fourche is located at 721 Ryan Court. The owners will 
receive a $25 gift certificate from the Revitalize Belle Fourche committee. 

1925-1930 as both the “Tri-
State” Roundup and the 
“Black Hills” Roundup. His-
torical documents state that 
in 1929 or 1930 is when it 
officially became “the Black 
Hills Round Up”.
During the mid to late 1930’s 
the original grandstands were 
remodeled and added to.
In 1942 there was a “one-
year gap” in the Roundup 

due to WWII. A rodeo was 
still staged “just for the home 
folks” (including an appear-
ance by Captain Don Smith), 
but it was not referred to as 
the “Black Hills Roundup”
The war wasn’t over, but in 
1943 the Roundup returned. 
Three years later, Maynard 
Cole, an east river South 
Dakota resident and 1946 
Armour high school grad-
uate had stated that he and 
a carload of Armour, SD 
recent alums had traveled 

west to Belle Fourche for 
the 1946 “first after the war” 
Roundup.
The date is not certain, but in 
the late 1960s or early 1970s 
there was a fire that required 
at least a partial reconstruc-
tion of the grandstands. A 
March 1973 letter at the 
Tri-State Museum mentions 
additional remodeling and 
construction at that time. 
Over the life of the wood-
en structure there had been 
many additions, changes, 
remodels, paint jobs, tin 
applications, and repairs to 
“spruce” it up and to keep it 
dry and functional.
The concrete and block box 
seats were added in the late 
1990’s. Schmaltz and Sons 
Masonry built the concrete 
block risers (at this date, not 
one crack in those blocks) 
and employee Brian Kiel, (a 
young Belle Fourche college 
student at the time) assisted 
as a tender, as well as a fairly 
new city employee named 
Dirk Hoffman who worked 
with Supervisor Rex Corliss 
on installing the concrete 
slab platforms.

   The final week of Home-
town Thursdays, the Belle 
Fourche weekly music fes-
tival, takes place on July 26 
and will feature Ryan Chrys 
& the Rough Cuts on stage. 
Hometown Thursday takes 
place on each Thursday night 
from June 7 to July 26, from 
6 to 9 p.m. in downtown 
Belle.
   Ryan Chrys & the Rough 
Cuts is a band noted for 
playing old school country 

rock and roll.
In addition to the music, 
Hometown Thursdays also 
offers beer and food vendors, 
craft vendors and a variety of 
activities for children.
   Sponsors for the July 26 
festival are K & K Customs 
and Subway.
   For more information 
about Hometown Thursdays, 
please visit its Facebook 
page.

Home of the Week on Ryan Ct.

Revitalize Belle Fourche has selected 
its third “Home of the Week,” for its 
summer-long program of recognizing 
outstanding homefronts.

The winner for the third week is a home 
at 721 Ryan Court.  The committee was 
impressed with the upkeep of the yard 
and attractive porch furnishings, plus the 
unusual décor items, including the eye-
catching rock, painted wooden markers 
and the blue bicycle.  

The home is owned by Todd and 
Michelle Watson, who will receive 
a $25.00 gift certificate from the 
Revitalize Belle Fourche committee. 
Homes selected through the summer 
are typically announced from the stage 
at Hometown Thursdays. For more 
information about the Home of the Week 
program and Revitalize Belle Fourche 
please visit the Revitalize Belle Fourche 
Facebook page.

If you watch license plates 
in parking lots of business in 
Belle Fourche you probably 
notice the same thing we do. 
Not a lot from “New Jersey”.  
     If you ask where the 
bulk of the drivers of those 
vehicles where they reside 
in the Montana, Wyoming, 
and South Dakota area, you’d 
have a pretty apt description 
of our trade area. From Beu-
lah, Aladdin, Alva to Alzada, 
Hammond, Biddle, Boyes, 
east across Harding County 
SD along the North Dakota 
line to the Reva, Prairie City 
area and everything south to 

Interstate 90. Approximately 
7,500  residents both rural 
and city all get the Beacon.
     Through the Postal service 
permit process we’ve used 
we have discovered that 
we are able to provide the 
Beacon throughout this trade 
area very economically. We 
hope to keep that coverage 
up so that people will know 
what the area businesses can 
provide for them, and the 
businesses will know that 
what they have available 
is getting out to all of their 
customers.

Final Week of Hometown Thursdays 
Features Ryan Chrys & the Rough Cuts 

From Page 1

GRANDSTANDS

TIN REMOVAL - The first step in the process of demolition 
of the old grandstands was the removal of the roof and the 
tin cladding, revealing an infranstructure badly in need of 
replacement. Photo: Betty Jo Hoffman 

VARIETY OF SHOWS - With nearly 100 years of use the 
Roundup grandstands have provided the perfect place to 
watch a century of showmen and performers. In this photo, 
trick rider Leonard Stroud thrills the fans as his horse Chief 
jumps a 1920’s era automobile. Photo: Tri-State Museum

Dr. James Trimble
Dr. Heidi Nash

OPTOMETRISTS

Steve Jewett
December White

OPTICIANS

Like us on

1830 5th Ave., Belle Fourche, SD • 605-892-2020 • 1-800-688-4913

• Comprehensive Medical Eye Examinations
• Glaucoma and Macular Degeneration Treatment
• Contact Lenses/Lasik Surgery Care
• Advanced Eye Care Technology
• Great Selection of Fashionable Frames
• Quality Sunwear: Oakley, Maui Jim & more!
• Experienced Doctors and Opticians
• Latest Lens Technology

The west end metal grand-
stands were added in 2005.
Wood that will be salvaged 
from the grandstands, 
authorized by action of the 
Belle Fourche city council, 
is being made available to 
the Roundup committee to 
be used for future projects at 
the Roundup grounds. Plan 
to build a part of history into 
new structures and facades.
Regardless of how you look 
at it come July of 2019, the 

100th Annual Black Hills 
Roundup, will go down in 
the history books as the first 
Roundup with the newly 
constructed, state-of-the-art 
grandstand.

(Historical information for 
this article was supplied by 
Nicole Carrier, Collections 
Archivist, at the Tri-State 
Museum and Visitor’s Center 
and contributed to by Bea-
con staff)

The Belle Fourche Beacon is planned to be a weekly publication 
in Belle Fourche, SD. Periodicals postage paid at 

Belle Fourche, SD 57717. Permit No. 23
Publisher:  Douglas Cole   Belle Fourche Beacon

PO Box 576  Belle Fourche, SD 57717

PROVIDING LOCAL NEWS 
FOR BELLE FOURCHE 

AND THE BUTTE COUNTY 
TRADE AREA
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The Good Stuff
  The  Good  Stuff  is  heard  on  a  6 -state  network  of  radio  stations  twice  each  day  in  our  area.    Jim  Thompson  takes  motivational  stories  that  listen-

ers  and  readers  send  him  and  incorporates  them  into  the  program. It  has  been  on  the  air  for  more than 10  years.

from Jim Thompson

The GOOD STUFF is heard every weekday morning at 9:30am on KBHB 810AM and on 2 dozen other 
stations in the region.

And From Pat Park’s Facebook Page
• Travel light through life. 
Keep only what you need.
• It’s okay to cry when 
you’re hurt. It’s also okay 
to smash (some) things; but, 
wash your face, clean your 
mess, and get up off the 
floor when you’re done. You 
don’t belong down there.
• If you’re going to curse, 
be clever. If you’re going to 
curse in public, know your 
audience.
• Seek out the people and 
places that resonate with 
your soul.
• Just because you can, 
doesn’t mean you should.
• 5-second rule. It’s just dirt. 
There are worse things in a 
fast food cheeseburger.
• Happiness is not a perma-
nent state. Wholeness is. 
Don’t confuse these.
• Never walk through an 
alley alone.
• Be a little sugar, and a 
little spice – but only as nice 
as you’re able to without 
compromising yourself.
• Can’t is a cop-out.
• Hold your heroes to a high 
standard. Be your own hero.
• If you can’t smile with 
your eyes, don’t smile. In-
sincerity is nothing to aspire 
to.
• Never lie to yourself.
• Your body, your rules.
• If you have an opinion, 
you better know why.
• Practice your passions.
• Ask for what you want. 
The worst thing they can 
say is no.

• Wish on stars and dande-
lions, then get to work to 
make them happen.
• Stay as sweet as you are.
• Fall in love often. Particu-
larly with ideas, art, music, 
literature, food and far-off 
places.
• Fall hard and forever in 
love with  yourself.
• Say Please, Thank You, 
and Pardon Me, whenever 
the situation warrants it.
• Reserve “I’m sorry” for 
when you truly are.
• Naps are for grown-ups, 
too (please please take 
some).
• Question everything, ex-
cept your own intuition.
• You have enough. You are 
enough.
• You are amazing! Don’t 
let anyone ever make you 
feel you are not. If someone 
does….walk away. You 
deserve better.
• No matter where you are, 
you can always come home.
• Be happy and remember 
your roots, family is EV-
ERYTHING.
• Say what you mean and 
mean what you say.
• No one will ever love you 
more than I do (and your 
daddy too).
• Be kind; treat others how 
you would like them to treat 
you.
• If in doubt, remember 
whose daughter you are and 
straighten your crown.

   I woke up early today, excited over all I get 
to do before the day ends. I have responsibil-
ities to fulfill today. I am important. My job 
is to choose what kind of day I am going to 
have.
   Today I can complain because the weather 
is rainy or ...
I can be thankful that the grass is getting 
watered for free.
   Today I can feel sad that I don’t have 
more money or ...
I can be glad that my finances encour-
age me to plan my purchases wisely 
and guide me away from waste.
   Today I can grumble about my health 
or ...
   I can rejoice that I am alive.
   Today I can lament over all that my par-
ents didn’t give me
when I was growing up or ...
   I can feel grateful that they allowed me 
to be born.
   Today I can cry because roses have thorns 
or ...
   I can celebrate that thorns have roses.

   Today I can mourn my lack of friends or ...
   I can excitedly embark upon a quest to 
discover new relationships.
   Today I can whine because I have to go to 
work or ...
   I can shout for joy because I have a job to 
do.

   Today I can complain because I have to 
go to school or ...
   I can eagerly open my mind and fill 
it with rich new tidbits of knowledge.
   Today I can murmur dejectedly 
because I have to do housework
or ...

   I can feel honored because Life has 
provided shelter for my mind, body and 
soul.
   Today stretches ahead of me, waiting 
to be shaped. And here I am, the sculptor 
who gets to do the shaping.

   What today will be like is up to me. I get 
to choose what kind of day I will have!

   Have a GREAT DAY ... unless you have 
other plans.

SUBSCRIBE TO THE  BELLE FOURCHE BEACON TODAY
Subscribe Online or by sending your request via regular mail.

www.bellefourchebeacon.com
PO Box 576

Belle Fourche, SD 57717
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BUCKE T

15% OFF

Friday, July 27 & Saturday, July 28

Shop
In-Store 
For

Facebook “f ” Logo CMYK / .eps Facebook “f ” Logo CMYK / .eps

*Terms & Conditions: Valid at all 43 Runnings stores July 27 & July 28, 2018 only. Discount applies to regular priced & clearance in-stock merchandise only. Sale priced merchandise is excluded. 
Customer will receive the discount on any of the items that fit inside the bucket, all at one time & in the item’s original packaging. Discount does not apply to Under Armour®, wood pellets, 

gift cards, gas, alcohol, special orders, fishing/hunting licenses, guns, ammunition, previous purchases, rain checks or layaways. Offer good in-store only. Limited to stock on hand, no rain checks. 
Offer valid only while bucket supply lasts. Limit one bucket per person. $5.00 minimum purchase required to receive a free bucket. See store for additional details.

1. Get a 5 gallon bucket

2. Fill bucket with items from your list including clothing, sporting goods,
     pet, lawn & garden, tools & more!

3. Receive 15% off whatever fits inside

4. Remember... bucket is free with $5 purchase!!

Everything that fits inside*

Limited Edition American Made 
Runnings Bucket

* While Supplies Last *

19010 US Highway 85
Belle Fourche, SD  •  605-892-2588
NOW WITH 43 LOCATIONS!
www.runnings.com

STORE HOURS: M-F 7:30-8:00
SAT 7:30-6:00  •  SUN 9:00-5:00

CORRECTION! Last week’s Barrel had mistakenly listed Tim Olson, as 
Tim Smith. I immediately contacted Tim about the error; I texted an apology; 
but suggested he could end all the local confusion about which of the two 
Tim Olson’s we might be referring to; and save this writer the embarrassment 
of having to print a correction if he would simply change his name to Smith. 
Tim, being the thoughtful, conscientious individual that he is, with his innate 
sense of fair play, agreed to take it under consideration. He said he and Chandy 
would talk it over. They discussed a few of the small issues that would need to 
be addressed: titles, deeds, insurance, bank documents, confused children, etc. 
Nothing, they agreed, that in the interest of the Beacon, couldn’t be overcome. 
Kids would have to take a little ribbing when school starts back up, but again, 
nothing they couldn’t adjust to.
   He was speeding off to the courthouse to file the necessary legal documents, 
when half way there he slammed on the brakes, turned around and headed 
back home. We asked, “What happened?” Well, I got to thinking about it on 
the drive in. Chandy and I concluded that any of the inconveniences could 
easily be overcome, and changing my name was the right thing to do. Okay, 
then why’d you turn back? Well, it has taken 16 years of marriage and three 
grandchildren for my father-in-law (Chance Davis) to finally get my name 
right. I’d sure hate to have to start that training process over again!  

Mike and Vern

Vern: I hate to mention it, but have you noticed the days are getting shorter?
Mike: Vern. I beg to differ. I’ve got me one of those new Smart phones, and 
the days aren’t getting shorter. Today had 24 hours, just the same as yesterday.
   

This summer’s erratic weather has certainly placed some challenges 
on putting up hay. Storms, hail, rains, humidity, all have beat the 
regularity out of day to day scheduling.
Not far from the part of the country where I worked at a feedlot 
in my youth I knew a man, we’ll call him Norman, who ranched 
(actually he was more farmer, than rancher, but he owned 250 cows 

somewhere in Nebraska and always referred to himself as a rancher). Norman 
was one of those types that spent more time in town than many of the people 
who actually lived in town. Most of that time was spent perched on a stool 
with a recreational beverage in his hand. (we are a family newspaper)
Well one fine day, when weather cooperated, everybody in the country was 
busy putting up hay, I was pulled off my feedlot pony and commandeered to 
drive a 4020 John Deere loader tractor the 10 miles into town for repairs. The 
boss said it will be about noon when you get to town so just walk to Shorty’s 
Grill  (across the alley from John Deere) and order your lunch and I’ll meet 
you there.
As I said there was hay to be handled and everyone was at it, except Norman. 
When I entered the back of the bar & grill, nary a soul in the empty echoing 
hall but one lone sould occupied stool about half way down. Being of sociable 
nature I took a seat beside him and said, “Hello Norman. Got the haying 
all done?” He pulled his suds covered top lip back from the glass and said, 
“No. I’m broke down. Hit a big rock broke 11 guards and the sickel bar. John 
Deere’s building me a new one,” he concluded. I answered, “when you get 
back home, take a piece of #9 wire, tie a red rag on the end of it and stick in 
the ground so you’ll know where that rock is.”
Norman replied, “That’s not necessary. I know where it is. I hit it last year 
too.” His lips back into the suds.
  
Two things in life you’ll always find difficult. Crossing a fence that’s leaning 
toward you and kissing a girl that’s leaning away from you.

Anything Left in the Barrel?
By: Doug Cole

From the Editor



   The Tri-State Museum 
and Visitor Center’s July 15 
Family Fun Day was a hit 
with area families: 55 people 
from Belle Fourche, Spear-
fish and Newell participated 
in the event. Families saw a 
film about the science of ar-
chaeology and then engaged 
in digs conducted in two cus-
tom-made dig boxes. One of 
these contained items from 
a 19th century store and the 
second consisted of items 
from a household in the late 
1960s. There were

also two smaller dig boxes 
which contained painted 
pottery.
   Participants recorded their 
findings on a gridded “arti-
facts sheet” and assembled 
those items which were 
found in several pieces.  
   The Tri-State Museum and 
Visitor Center hopes to have 
one of the boxes within the 
museum on a permanent 
basis, so it can offer another 
hands-on, educational oppor-
tunity for visitors. 

   The August First Satur-
day Brunch at the Tri-State 
Museum and Visitor Center 
is about bees.
   
The presentation for the First 
Saturday Brunch for August 
4th is titled “Bees and Our 
Environment,” and will be 
provided by long-time bee-
keeper Jerry Owens, owner 
of ADR Bees.
   
Owens will talk about bees 
and their life cycle, the 
importance of bees to our 
economy, as well as our 
environment, beekeeping, 
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“Dig It: Archaeology” is a success 
with area families

Summer staffer Maggie Tupper helps kids at one of the dig 
boxes in use during the Family Fun Day.

and the dangers and causes 
of bee die-offs.
   The brunch will be served 
at 10 a.m. and is $5 or free 
to museum members. The 
presentation is at 10:30 a.m. 
and is free to all.
   
The Tri-State Museum and 
Visitor Center is located at 
415 Fifth Avenue in Belle 
Fourche. Its summer hours 
are Monday through Satur-
day from 9 to 5 and Sun-
day from 1 to 4. For more 
information visit the website 
www.thetristatemuseum.org 
or call 605-723-1200.

Our Internet Address: www.stongelivestock.com E-mail: stonge@rushmore.com

We appreciate your business. Call anyone of us any time if you have stock to sell. We are glad to come to your ranch.

PHONES: 1-800-249-1995 • 605-642-2200 • FAX 605-642-7628

Tim Tetrault ~ Fieldman: 605-642-9792 • 605-641-0328

Ron Frame ~ Fieldman: 307-896-6397 • 605-641-0229

Dustin Vining  ~ Fieldman: 605-354-9966

Jess Cline ~ Fieldman: 307-751-8143

Ray Pepin  ~ Fieldman: 605-892-5072

Tyler Escott  ~ Fieldman: 406-853-5690

Justin Tupper ~ Cattle Yards Manager
605-680-0259 • 605-722-6323 

Dave Brence ~ Yard Foreman 605-641-1173
Brooke Tupper ~ Offi ce Mgr. 605-642-2200

Doug Dietterle ~ Auctioneer
605-788-2963

RaNdy Searer ~ Auctioneer
406-480-1974

Our Internet Address: www.stongelivestock.com E-mail: stonge@rushmore.com

We appreciate your business. Call anyone of us any time if you have stock to sell. We are glad to come to your ranch.

PHONES: 1-800-249-1995 • 605-642-2200 • FAX 605-642-7628

 ST. ONGE LIVESTOCK Now Broadcasts our Sales live on the internet at WWW.CATTLEUSA.COM

Tim Tetrault ~ Fieldman: 605-642-9792 • 605-641-0328
Ron Frame ~ Fieldman: 307-896-6397 • 605-641-0229

Dustin Vining  ~ Fieldman: 605-354-9966
Ray Pepin  ~ Fieldman: 605-892-5072

Jess Cline ~ Fieldman: 307-751-8143
Tyler Escott  ~ Fieldman: 406-853-5690

Scott Crowser ~ Fieldman: 605-645-2654
CaseyHumble ~ Fieldman: 605-490-9829

Justin Tupper ~ Cattle Yards Manager
605-680-0259 • 605-722-6323 

Dave Brence ~ Yard Foreman 605-641-1173
Brooke Tupper ~ Offi ce Mgr. 605-642-2200

Doug Dietterle ~ Auctioneer
605-788-2963

Randy Searer ~ Auctioneer
406-480-1974

Video Auction Time is Coming up very, quickly - 
If  you are considering fi lming your Calves or Yearlings for Fall Delivery 

Contact Us For Your Video Marketing Needs

St. Onge Livestock 
We are reps for 

SUPERIOR LIVESTOCK AUCTION

2018 SUPERIOR LIVESTOCK SALE DATES:
JULY 30- AUG 3: VIDEO ROYALE XXVI - Winnemucca, NV      CATALOG DEADLINE - 7/14/18
AUG 20-24: BIG HORN CLASSIC - Sheridan, WY      CATALOG DEADLINE - 8/4/18
SEPT 6-7: LABOR DAY XXXIX - Fort Worth, TX     CATALOG DEADLINE - 8/22/18

NEWELL SHEEP YARDS

Thursday
July 26, 2018

Feeder Lamb Special
1:00 pm

EXPECTING 1200 TO 1500 HD

Friday
July 27, 2018

Fall Calf & Yearling Special
10:00 am – Weigh Ups    

12:00 Noon – Bred Cows & Pairs Followed By Calves

Yearlings

PETE RENO & SONS – 225 HERF & F-1 STRS & HFRS – 800# - NI, DF,  HFRS - OPEN
BILL & BART RENO – 150 BLK STRS – 825-925# - GREEN
ROBERT ROUSH – 114 BLK HFRS – 850# - BV, NI, HOME RAISED, FANCY- OPEN
HARRY TAVEGIE – 100 BLK HFRS – 850-900# - OPEN
STEVE & KATHY BROWN – 75 BLK HFRS – 725-775# - OPEN
JERRY & ALAN ISTA – 60 BLK STRS & HFRS – 600-700# - HFRS BV, OPEN
SCOTT & CARLA CROWSER – 15 BLK HFRS – 800-900# - OPEN OR SPAYED
LINDBLOM RANCH – 15 BLK HFRS – 800-900#

Plus More By Sale Time!

Upcoming Sheep Sale 2018

JULY 26TH – FEEDER LAMB SPECIAL – Selling All Classes of Sheep & Goats
AUGUST 2ND – FEEDER LAMB SPECIAL – Selling All Classes of Sheep & Goats
AUGUST 9TH – NO SALE – HAVE A SAFE BIKE RALLY!
AUGUST 16TH – FEEDER LAMB SPECIAL – Selling All Classes of Sheep & Goats
AUGUST 23RD – FEEDER LAMB SPECIAL – Selling All Classes of Sheep & Goats
AUGUST 30TH – FEEDER LAMB SPECIAL – Selling All Classes of Sheep & Goats

St Onge Livestock Has A Receiving Station In Gillette, Wy.  Please Call 
John Robertson At 307-660-6564 Or Justin Tupper At 605-680-0259 
To Let Them Know You Have Cattle To Go On That Truck.  We Also 
Have A Receiving Station At The Broadus Yards, Broadus, Mt.  You 
Can Drop Your Cattle Off Every Thursday From 1:00 pm To 3:00 pm.  
For More Information, Call Brandy Escott At 406-951-1666, Tyler at 

406-853-5690 Or Justin Tupper At 605-680-0259.

2018 CATTLE SALES
Friday July 27th – Fall Calf & Yearling Special – Selling All Classes Of Cattle
Friday August 3rd – Weigh Up Special – Selling All Classes Of Cattle
Friday August 10th – No Sale – Have A Safe Bike Rally!
Friday August 17th – Weigh Up Special – Selling All Classes Of Cattle
Friday August 24th – Yearling & Fall Calf Special – Selling All Classes Of Cattle
Friday August 31st – Weigh Up Special – Selling All Classes Of Cattle
Friday September 7th – Yearling & Fall Calf Special – Selling All Classes Of Cattle
Friday September 14th – Regular Cattle Sale – Selling All Classes Of Cattle
Friday September 21st – Yearling & Spring Calf Special – Selling All Classes Of Cattle
Friday September 28th – Regular Cattle Sale – Selling All Classes Of Cattle
Friday October 5th – Yearling & Spring Calf Special – Selling All Classes Of Cattle
Friday October 12Th – Spring Calf Special – Selling All Classes Of Cattle
Wednesday October 17th – Spring Calf Special 
Friday October 19th – Spring Calf Special 
Saturday October 20th – Weigh Up Special
Wednesday October 24th – Spring Calf Special 
Friday October 26th – Spring Calf Special 
Saturday October 27th – Bred Cow & Weigh Up Special
Wednesday October 31st – Spring Calf Special 
Friday November 2nd – Spring Calf Special
Saturday November 3Rd – Weigh Up Special
Wednesday November 7th – Spring Calf Special
Friday November 9th – Spring Calf Special
Saturday November 10th – Bred Cow & Weigh Up Special
Friday November 16th – Spring Calf Special
Saturday November 17th – Bred Cow & Weigh Up Special
Friday November 23rd – Happy Thanksgiving
Saturday November 24th – Annual Thangsgiving Bred Heifer & Stock Cow Special

Thank You All For Your Business!

NEWELL SHEEP YARDS
1-800-409-4149 • 605-456-2348

FAX: 605-456-2436

NEWELL SHEEP YARDS
1-800-409-4149 • 605-456-2348

FAX: 605-456-2436
~ Barney Barnes  ~
Sheep Yards  Mgr. 

605-641-2333

Auctioneer:
Tanner Hewitt
605-490-7952

~ Gilbert Wood ~ 
Fieldman

605-456-2400 
605-641-7100

 
Auctioneer:
Cody Tupper 
605-569-3589

Cattle Report - Friday, July 20th, 2018
Smaller Run
Weigh  Up Market Fully Steady To $2 Higher

Next Sale -July 27th - Yearling & Fall Calf  Special                  
Thank You For Marketing With St Onge Livestock!
Weighup Cows                             

ANDERSON, JIM & HEIDI  ....................1 ..... BLK COW ..1510 ...  $67.50 

BURGHDUFF, GERALD & REBECCA  1 ..... CHAR COW 1475 ..  $68.50 

BURGHDUFF, GERALD & REBECCA  1 ..... CHAR COW 1390 ..  $67.00 

BURGHDUFF, GERALD & REBECCA  1 ..... RED COW .1830 ...  $66.50 

COW CREEK RANCH  ..........................8 ..... CHAR COW 1523 ..  $68.75 

COW CREEK RANCH  ..........................1 ..... CHAR COW 1400 ..  $65.50 

COW CREEK RANCH  ..........................1 ..... CHAR COW 1355 ..  $69.00 

COW CREEK RANCH  ..........................2 ..... CHAR COW 1355 ..  $67.50 

ELMORE CATTLE CO  ..........................10 ...  COW .........1348 ...  $69.00 

ELMORE CATTLE CO  ..........................2 ..... BBLD COW 1425...  $65.50 

ELMORE CATTLE CO  ..........................9 ..... BBLD COW 1240...  $68.00 

ELMORE CATTLE CO  ..........................1 ..... BLK COW ..1420 ...  $65.00 

ELMORE CATTLE CO  ..........................2 ..... BLK COW ..1322 ...  $71.00 

ELMORE CATTLE CO  ..........................5 ..... BLK COW ..1086 ...  $76.00 

FRAUSTO, JOHN  .................................3 ..... BLK COW ..1536 ...  $69.00 

FRAUSTO, JOHN  .................................2 ..... BLK COW ..1397 ...  $67.75 

FRAUSTO, JOHN  .................................1 ..... BLK COW ..1395 ...  $71.00 

JENNINGS, ERIC  ..................................2 ..... BLK COW ..1477 ...  $67.25 

KAUFMAN RANCH  ...............................1 ..... BLK COW ..1400 ...  $65.00 

KAUFMAN RANCH  ...............................1 ..... BLK CWETTE 1060  $81.00 

OEDEKOVEN, DARRELL OR PENNY  1 ..... BLD COW .1605 ...  $62.00 

PAULSEN, MITCH OR KELLY  .............1 ..... BLK COW ..1505 ...  $66.50 

PAULSEN, MITCH OR KELLY  .............1 ..... BLK COW ..1385 ...  $67.00 

PAULSEN, MITCH OR KELLY  .............2 ..... BLK COW ..1317 ...  $64.50 

PRESTON,  JAMES OR DEE ...............1 ..... BLK COW ..1425 ...  $66.50 

SCOTT, MARION H OR MARY C  ........1 ..... RED COW .1575 ...  $68.50 

WILLIAMSON, W. BUD  .........................2 ..... BBLD COW 1417...  $66.50 

WEIGH UP BULLS 

CAHOON, JEANETTE OR DAN  ..........1 ..... BLK BULL ..1995 ...  $87.50 

CAHOON, JEANETTE OR DAN  ..........1 ..... BLK BULL ..1705 ...  $86.00 

CAHOON, JEANETTE OR DAN  ..........1 ..... BLK BULL ..1645 ...  $87.00 

CAHOON, JEANETTE OR DAN  ..........1 ..... RED BULL .1960 ...  $88.50 

DUPREL & SONS, JACK  ......................1 ..... BLK BULL ..1965 ...  $86.50 

DUPREL & SONS, JACK  ......................1 ..... BLK BULL ..1885 ...  $86.50 

ELLERTON, TERRY  .............................1 ..... BLK BULL ..1855 ...  $83.50 

GOEHRING, TERRY & LAURI  .............1 ..... BLK BULL ..1810 ...  $87.50 

HALL, JAMES A .....................................1 ..... BLK BULL ..2290 ...  $89.50 

HALL, JAMES A .....................................1 ..... BLK BULL ..2170 ...  $90.50 

HALL, JAMES A .....................................1 ..... BLK BULL ..2040 ...  $90.00 

HALL, JAMES A .....................................1 ..... BLK BULL ..1945 ...  $91.00 

HALL, JAMES A .....................................1 ..... BLK BULL ..1905 ...  $92.00 

HENWOOD, ROBERT A  .......................1 ..... HERF BULL 2240 ..  $83.50 

LAMB, DAVID S & ANDREA ANDERSEN  ......1 ..... BLK BULL ..1790 ...  $90.50 

MANGEN ANGUS RANCH INC  ...........6 ..... BLK BULL ..1220 ...  $99.00 

MILLS, TROY  ........................................1 ..... BLK BULL ..2250 ...  $86.00 

OEDEKOVEN, DARRELL OR PENNY  1 ..... BLK BULL ..1710 ...  $93.00 

PLEASANT VALLEY CATTLE CO INC  1 .....  BULL .........2025 ...  $86.50 

PLEASANT VALLEY CATTLE CO INC  1 ..... CHAR BULL 2080 ..  $90.00 

PLEASANT VALLEY CATTLE CO INC  1 ..... CHAR BULL 1805 ..  $89.50 

SCHMIDT, ROCKY ................................1 ..... RED BULL .1825 ...  $88.00 

SCOTT, MARION H OR MARY C  ........1 ..... BLK BULL ..1975 ...  $92.00 

SIGMAN, BRYCE OR SANDRA  ...........1 ..... BLK BULL ..1835 ...  $93.00 

SIGMAN, BRYCE OR SANDRA  ...........1 ..... BLK BULL ..1805 ...  $92.00 

SNYDER CATTLE CO  ..........................1 ..... BLK BULL ..2130 ...  $89.00 

SODAK ANGUS  ....................................1 ..... RED BULL .1505 ...  $86.00 

St Onge Livestock is looking for 
Sale Day Help.

You can call the Offi ce at 
605-642-2200 or Justin Tupper at 605-680-0259

Sheep Report - Thursday, July 19, 2018

Smaller Run Today 
Feeder Lambs Sold $2 to $3 Lower
Slaughter Ewes Sold Steady

Next Sale - July 26th - Feeder Lamb Special
Thank You For Your Business!

Feeder Lambs
969 Ranch, Broadus MT ......................................................6 ....... Lambs ............................... 62 .......  $161.00 
969 Ranch, Broadus Mt .......................................................50 ..... Lamb ................................. 86 .......  $146.00 
Grimes, Amanda, Prairie City Sd..........................................3 ....... Lamb ................................. 73 .......  $155.00 
Grimes, Amanda, Prairie City Sd..........................................12 ..... Lamb ................................. 96 .......  $141.00 
Hawthorne, Bob & Bill, Chadron Ne .....................................16 ..... Lamb ................................. 94 .......  $143.50 
Lewis, Stan, Nisland Sd .......................................................96 ..... Lamb ................................. 94 .......  $145.00 
Reaves, Ernie Or Darla, Broadus Mt ....................................26 ..... Lamb ................................. 70 .......  $155.00 
Reaves, Ernie Or Darla, Broadus Mt ....................................306 ... Lamb ................................. 90 .......  $148.50 
Sabo, Wyatt Or Denise, Reva Sd .........................................46 ..... Lamb ................................. 98 .......  $146.50 
Slaughter Ewes
Innes Ranch, Gillette Wy ......................................................4 ....... Klr Ewe .............................. 141 .......  $43.00 
Innes Ranch, Gillette Wy ......................................................2 ....... Klr Ewe .............................. 162 .......  $42.50 
Rodiguez, Chris, Buffalo Wy ................................................12 ..... Klr Ewe .............................. 148 .......  $44.00 
Rodiguez, Chris, Buffalo Wy ................................................9 ....... Klr Ewe .............................. 142 .......  $43.00 
Rodiguez, Chris, Buffalo Wy ................................................2 ....... Klr Ewe .............................. 177 .......  $42.50 
Rodiguez, Chris, Buffalo Wy ................................................3 ....... Klr Ewe .............................. 138 .......  $34.00  

2018 4-H & FFA Livestock Sales

Saturday, July 28th – Crook County, Sundance, WY – 5 pm
Saturday, July 28th – Meade County, Sturgis, SD – 3:30 pm
Friday, August 3rd – Weston County, Newcastle, WY – 7 pm
Friday, August 3rd – Butte-Lawrence County, Nisland, SD – 7 pm
Saturday, August 11th – Carter County, Ekalaka, MT – 3:00 pm 
Saturday, August 11th – Powder River County, Broadus, MT – 4 pm
Saturday, August 18th – Fallon County, Baker, MT – 4:30 pm
Saturday, August 18th – Harding County, Camp Crook, SD – 6 pm
Friday, August 24th – Custer County, Miles City, MT – 3 pm

Let it “Bee” - Theme for the August First 
Saturday Brunch



Larry and Alana Strickland, 
Integrity Meats, 404 Indus-
trial Street, Belle Fourche 
are expanding their business 
with a 1200 square foot ad-
dition. The new addition will 
house a drip cooler, add hide 
storage, a workshop, and an 
off-loading area.
The Stricklands purchased 
the business with a partner 
at the location in 2001. The 
previous owners were Dale 
and Effie Johnson. They 
became sole owners in 2008 
and continue the expanded 
operation to this day. 
They do custom and state 
inspected meat processing, 
sell retail meats and specialty 
items, as well as doing wild 
game processing. Alana says 

“German sausage” is one of 
the customer’s favorite spe-
cialty items. The also sell a 
line of Dimock Cheese, and 
if you look further into the 
cooler you can also find jars 
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Integrity Meats Expansion Underway

of pickled eggs.
You can buy your meat any 
way you’d like, from a pack-
age of steak or a pound of 
hamburger as well as a part 
of, or a whole beef, and pork 
as well. Quality butchering 
and honest business dealings 
are the stamps of their faith 
and family based business.
In addition to the hands on 
work of Larry and Alana, In-
tegrity has five full time and 
three part time employees, 
and although not listed as 
one of the Beacon’s “gener-
ational” family businesses 
all of their offspring work, 
or have worked in the family 
business. Alana said they all 
just grew up working here.
Completion of the new addi-
tion is expected this fall. 

Regarding the June 5th 
County Commissioner elec-
tion and recount, I wish to 
ensure that folks understand 
the details of what happened 
and what next steps ought to 
be taken to address the issues 
brought to light.
As you may know, the com-
missioner race between Kar-
en Wagner and myself was 
a very tight race. After the 
initial count of votes, I had 
a 2-vote lead.  As a result, 
I was declared the winner.  
Because the results were so 
close, by design, a recount 
was scheduled.  Judge Day 
assigned a committee of two 
people (one from each party) 
and a referee.  
On the day of the recount, 
we all met at the county 
auditor’s office.  The first 
course of action was to allow 
the vote count machine to 
perform a recount.  This was 
done twice.  Both results 
were the same as election 
day—a 2-vote lead for me.   
A hand count was performed 
next that allows the recount 
committee to each personally 
examine every ballot.  
It’s important to note that 
there were two distinct types 
of ballots for this election: 
(1) Republican ballots and 
(2) Under vote ballots.  Un-
dervote ballots go to voters 
who are not registered Re-
publican—this can be Demo-
crats, unaffiliated, etc.  They 
are registered voters, but not 
registered as Republicans.  
Their ballots had fewer items 
on them and none of those 
ballots had the commissioner 
race options on it because 
our race was a Republican 
party primary race (only reg-
istered Republicans allowed 
to vote on the race).
The hand count results were 
different than the machine 
count results.  The hand 
count gave me only a 1-vote 
lead on Karen.  The hand 
count also showed that there 
was 1 less under vote ballot 
and 1 more Republican 
ballot in the mix than there 
should have been according 
to the precinct books which 
identify how many of each 
were handed out.  It was at 
this time, the recount com-
mittee determined that by 
mistake a Republican ballot 
was given out to a non-Re-
publican voter.   Because 
ballots do not reveal the 
identity of the voter, it is 

1200 Square Foot Addition will Add Storage, Workshop and Loading Area

BEACON STAFF
news@bellefourchebeacon.com

impossible to identify who 
voted incorrectly and exact-
ly which Republican ballot 
was the wrong one.
Just to be clear, let’s recap 
the details of the situation.  
The total number of votes/
ballots in the precinct book 
MATCHED EXACTLY the 
total number of ballots at 
hand.  The problem was that 
the subtotal of the types of 
ballots were off—by exactly 
1 ballot.  Someone who was 
not a Republican, voted with 
a Republican ballot.  
When this discrepancy was 
identified, the state’s attor-
ney who was also present at 
the recount, confirmed what 
the state statute was and 
read it aloud (several times) 
to everyone present.  The 
state statute says that if the 
TOTAL number of the bal-
lots MATCHES the precinct 
book, the results as tallied 
are VALID.  
Everyone in the room agreed 
that the state statute said 
nothing about the subtotals 
of the different types of bal-
lots.  And therefore, to get 
clarification as to how best 
to proceed with the unique 
scenario at hand, the recount 
referee sought out guidance 
from the Secretary of State’s 
office and the Attorney 
General’s office via phone.  
Each office confirmed that 
the committee could do 
nothing EXCEPT certify 
the hand count as the final 
results because the statute’s 
requirements were met – the 
TOTALs matched, even 
though the subtotals did not.
Believe me, I would rather 
have election results that are 
not clouded with this sort of 
controversy, however, the 
situation we find ourselves 
in is this—the state statute 
needs to be revised to cover 
this particular situation.  
There’s no two ways about 
it.  There’s a hole and we 
found it.  
My opponent, has chosen 
to address this issue in the 
courts.  I feel very strongly 
this is NOT the most ex-
pedient way or the most 
economical way to handle 
this issue.  
We have a system of govern-
ment that expressly sepa-
rates the powers of govern-
ment into 3 distinct branches 
– judicial, legislative and 
executive.  This is how our 
country works and it’s how 
our state works also.  It’s a 

   The agenda for the July 9th Belle Fourche 
city council read, “Discussion/possible action 
on a band for the 100th Annual Black Hills 
Round Up. The item had been placed on the 
agenda after the idea was floated during the 
informational portion of June 4th council 
meeting. The minutes of that meeting simply 
read, “Discussion was held on ideas for a 
band for the 100th annual Black Hills Round 
Up.”
     Ward three Councilman James Ager at that 
June 4th Belle Fourche City council meeting 
brought up for discussion the possibility of 
the City of Belle providing the funding for a 
“name” band for a free concert for the 100th 
Black Hills Round Up celebration. Doing 
something noteworthy for the one time only 
100th celebration.
   He mentioned he wished it to be addressed 

Expansion at Integrity Meats includes a new storage area.

2312 Dakota Ave. Belle Fourche, SD 57717  605.892.0900

Wake up to a free, hot, 
home-style breakfast, enjoy our 
indoor pool and keep in touch 

with complimentary high-speed 
Internet access. Enjoy your stay!

• Suites with fireplace 
   and whirlpool
• Indoor pool and hot tub
• AmericInn Perk breakfast, 
   with gluten free items available
• High-speed Internet access

An Open Letter

A Recount Review
James Agar

Dist. 1 County Commissioner

RECOUNT  B3

at this time, due to the advance time required 
to book a band.  Ager stated that he had dis-
cussed the idea with the Roundup Committee 
and that there was indication that they could 
help facilitate such a possibility. Assured the 
council that he originated the idea, not the 
Round Up committee.
    The discussion held at the meeting (video 
transcript available at www.bellefourche.org) 
wasn’t directly contrary to the suggestion, 
but various council members had comments 
about the priorities to be considered before 
the use of city funds for a band. Varying 
thoughts and suggestions lead to the place-
ment of the discussion topic on the July 9th 
agenda.
   At the July 9th council meeting the topic 

Council Discussion of Funding for 100th BHRU

Larry and Alana Strickland of Integrity Meats.

FUNDING  B4
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BFCT Premiers First Musical
Beauty and the 
Beast Plays to Large 
Crowds

It’s a beautiful system.  
Taking this issue through the 
courts is asking a judge to 
legislate from the bench—
asking a judge to insert his or 
her opinion on how best to 
fill the hole.  That is not their 
responsibility.  And even 
though Karen has said she’s 
footing the bill for a law-
yer, it is still costing the tax 
payers more to deal with this 
issue in the court system.  
I firmly believe It is the 
responsibility of our legis-
lators to address this hole.  I 
am convinced the best way 
to handle this issue is to 
work through our elected 
state officials – Sam Mar-

ty in the House and Ryan 
Maher in the Senate to bring 
forth legislation in the 2019 
session to address this hole 
and shore up this particular 
state statute so that no other 
county has to deal with the 
problem ever again.  As 
result I have already begun a 
conversation with Sam about 
this issue and to see how I 
can help find a solution.
I hope this helps folks 
understand better what has 
happened and what should 
happen regarding the elec-
tion results.  If anyone still 
has questions, please feel 
free to contact me.

James Ager
County Commissioner 
District 1

The cast and crew of the 
Belle Fourche Community 
Theater gave their fourth and 
final performance of Dis-
ney’s Beauty and the Beast 
Sunday, July 22 at two p.m. 
at the Belle Fourche Com-
munity Center, 1111 National 
Street.
The final matinee perfor-
mance, as on the three eve-
nings before, drew a large, 
near capacity crowd. The 
cast under the direction of 
Toi Lynn Flick were totally 
relaxed and showed they 
were having a great deal of 
fun putting on the show for 
the audience.
The stellar sets and very well 
done and creative costumes 
made it every bit as enjoy-

able to view as the cast had 
fun presenting the produc-
tion. The thirty plus mem-
ber cast included first time 
performers as well as several 
veteran thespians.
The musical comedy’s live 
orchestration provided you 
with a pleasing musical pre-
sentation.
The hard work of the entire 

company from direction, 
production, costumes, props, 
choreography, the pit band, 
to set, to technicians, to 
dancers, to townspeople/
forks/knives/spoons/plates 
and throughout the cast 
(including the silly girls) 
a thank you and a job well 
done.

From B2

RECOUNT

Belle Fourche Community Theater presentation of the 
Disney classic Beauty and the Beast.

BEACON STAFF
news@bellefourchebeacon.com

Belle Fourche Police Department Weekly Blotter

July 20, 1018

Even with recent rains work is progressing on the 8th Ave-
nue and State Street infrastructure project. 



   The National High School 
Finals Rodeo concluded 
July 21 in Rock Springs, 
Wyoming. The South Dakota 
team made a respectable 
showing with a 9th place 
finish for the girls team and 
10th for the boys team.. 
   Top of the pile of South 
Dakota competitors was 
Cash Wilson of Wall winning 
a national championship 
saddle bronc title.    
   Trey Elshere, Wall, and 
Dylan Schofield, Philip, tied 
for 24th in the event.
    Belle Fourche bull rider 
T.J. Schmidt ended his senior 
year in fourth in the bull 
riding and will continue his 
rodeo career and education at 
Oklahoma’s Panhandle State 
in the fall. 
   Cooper Crago, Belle 
Fourche, finished 16th in 
boy’s cutting followed 
closely by Bodie Mattson, 
Sturgis in 20th place. Coo-

per’s horse, Dualin Lights 
received 5th place honors 
for AQHA boys horse of the 
year.
   Samuel Adams, Buffalo, 
turned his steer in the first 
round in 7.38.
   Kailyn Graves of Faith 
finished 22nd and Wall’s 
Emilee Pauley finished 25th 

   The Big Horn 100 is one 
of the premier 100 mile 
endurance races held in 
North America. It is tough, 
desolate, challenging, and 
beautiful.  This was my 5th 
time riding this ride and the 
3rd time on Stuart my one 
eyed wonder, that lost his 
eye 2 years ago to cancer.
The Big Horn 100 is one big 
loop leaving Shell, WY at 
4000 feet elevation at 4am 
climbing to 10,000 elevation 
to the top of the bighorn 
mountains for the first vet 
check that is 34 miles in to 
the ride.  This ride only has 
3 vet checks and between 
each one it is you your horse 
and the remote, wild of the 
bighorn mountains.  The ride 
was going smooth, although 
slower than years previously 
due to trail modification and 
it being more challenging 

This article was written by 
Hannah Pruss, endurance 
rider from Piedmont, SD.
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Pruss Rides to Another 
Big Horn 100 Victory

Belle Fourche Bull Rider TJ Schmidt finished 4th in the overall average at the National High 
School Finals Rodeo. Belle Fourche Barrel Racer Shayla Howell finished in the top 20 at num-
ber 16. The two helped power South Dakota to a top ten national finish as the state came in 
ninth. Both Photos Courtesy: Mel Schmidt

National High School Finals Rodeo

Saddle bronc rider Cash Wilson of Wall, SD won the National 
High School Finals Rodeo Championship to pace South Da-
kota to a 9th place finish overall.   Photo: Mel Schmidt

Endurance rider Hannah Pruss wins her 4th Big Horn 100 En-
durance Race on July 14th in Shell, Wyoming. Pruss was also 
awarded a second straight Best Condition award for her horse 
Stuart (above).

than before, if that’s even a 
possibility going to the Big 
Horns.  As we left vet check 
2 going into what is called 
the “shag nasty” loop for all 
reasons you can think of, 
rocky, desolate, wilderness, 
I quickly noticed the lack of 
trail markings, as the trail is 
very well marked, meaning 
the ride had been sabotaged 
by other non-endurance 
riders.  Luckily I have been 
on this loop 4 times and it 
was daylight and could find 
my way, but my concern 
was for the riders behind me 
that have never done this 
ride previously.  I was able 
to get service at some point 
to notify ride management 
and they were able to go out 
and remark and make sure 
no riders were left out in the 
wilderness.  Stuart and I left 
the last vet check at 807pm 
still in first place, later than I 
have ever left, and I knew 

Local Competitors and South Dakota Team 
Turn in Strong Performances in Rock Springs

BIG HORN 100  B5

in girls cutting.
   In barrel racing Shayla 
Howell of Belle Fourche 
finished in the top 20 by 
grabbing the 16th spot.
Kadoka’s Sam Gropper fin-
ished 3rd to pace the South 
Dakota team in the National 
Finals trap shooting.

BEACON STAFF
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   In their first year of com-
petiton the Belle Fourche 
Bronc Bird Busters qualified 
for the USA High School 
Clay Target League National 
Championships. 
   More than 2,000 students 
from across the country rep-
resented their schools at the 
competition held in Mason, 
Michigan, about 20 miles 
south of Lansing.
  Six members of the Belle 
Fourche HS team qualified 
and made the trip. As a 
team the Bird Busters did 
not finish as high as they 

would have liked, but several 
members had their personal 
best scores during competi-
tion. Out of 175 teams Belle 
Fourche was 147th. 
  The highlight of the tourna-
ment was turned in by Belle 
Fourche Freshman Shooter 
Aiken Crowley. Out of more 
than 1300 competitors he 
finished 7th nationally with 
198 out of 200 targets. His 
reverse score was 116. The 
reverse score is number of 
consecutive targets you hit in 
the tiebreaker round. 
   

   Coy Thompson hosted two 
days of Wyoming Steer Rop-
ing Association competition 
at his arena near Whitewood 
on June 30 and July 1.
   There were 26 ropers on 
Saturday with Chris Reeves 
of Eagle Butte, SD winning 
the average on 4 head.  Dave 
Sedar was 2nd ..Will Mc-
Bride was 3rd...and Brad 
Gjermundson 4th.
   On Sunday 33 men com-
peted with Casey Tillard 
of Glenrock, Wyo taking 
top honors on 4 head.  Trey 
Wallace tied with John Bland 

for 2nd and 3rd and Will 
McBride took 4th.
   In Belle Fourche on 
Monday July 2nd...the 99th 
Black Hills Round Up hosted 
a PRCA sanctioned steer 
roping.
   Three-time world cham-
pion Scott Snedecor of 
Fredericksurg, TX won the 
3 header in 33.3 seconds, 
just 3/10 of a second off the 
arena record set by Rocky 
Patterson in 2011.
   Chris Glover, the defend-
ing Belle Fourche champion 
from 2017 was 2nd..Ralph 
Williams was 3rd amd Mar-
tin Poindexter was 4th.

Badlands Circuit Standings
All-Around
11. Tyler Thiel - Belle Fourche
Steer Wrestling
7. Cyler Dowling - Newell
Heading
10. Tyler Thiel - Belle Fourche

Saddle Bronc
3. Taygen Schuelke - Newell
Tie-Down Roping
1. Dane Kissack - Spearfish
Steer Roping
1. Brian Garr - Belle Fourche

Babe Ruth Baseball Team Returns from State

The Belle Fourche Sr. Babe Ruth team returned from the Wyoming State championship tour-
nament in Lander earlier this month. They fell to Newcastle 10-1, defeated Buffalo 7-2 and lost 
to the host team Lander 4-1. Lorenzio Tobar, Gage Kracht, Lucas Mehmen and Carson Gub-
brud were all nominated for the All State All Star Team. Lorenzio Tobar won his nomination and 
played on the Wyoming All State Team in the Regional Finals.
Pictured above- Back row boys left to right: Keaton Benson, Carson Gubbrud, Lucas Mehmen, 
Guy Davis, Charlie Waugh, Sage Geib, & Coach Brian Mehmen
Front Row left to right: Coach Asau Rodriguez , Lorenzio Tobar, Nathan Balderas, Noah Ryan, 
Brock Pentheny, Gage Kracht, Coach Austin “Mugz” Wickham.

Aiken On Target - Freshman Aiken Crowley of Belle Fourche 
poses with his 7th place national tropy after competing in Ma-
son, Michigan, last week.

Trap Shooters Return From First Nationals

Area Steer Roping Results
JIM THOMPSON

Special to the Beacon

Three-time world champion 
Scott Snedecor competes in 
Whitewood and later at the 
Black Hills Roundup nearly 
setting the arena record.
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Hay Creek Project Complete

Piedmont’s Hannah Pruss and Stuart pass a checkpoint on 
the way to their 4th championship of the Big Horn 100-mile 
endurance race. This race is one of the premier enduracne 
races held in North American. 

The site of the former Hay Creek Substation on 6th Avenue 
has now been seeded signaling the final phase of the pro-
cess. For 50 years a power substation occupied the site. 
The substation was deemed obsolete and the process of its 
removal began earlier this year. 

arose to discussion again 
with a slightly different 
complexion. Instead of 
considering the use of city 
funds for a free “name 
band” concert it was about 
how we can work together 
as a community to make the 
100th celebration bigger and 
better than ever before. 

     Belle Fourche business-
man Clark Sowers provided 
the council (and the Beacon) 
with a letter suggesting that 
the council consider another 
option for use of city funds 
for the next Round Up. (A 
copy of that letter appears as 
“Letter to the Editor” in this 
issue)
      Councilman Ager stated 
that city funds if used could 

be for “all kinds of things” 
to enhance the July 4th 
celebration. He also said the 
solicitation of local business 
donations should be consid-
ered.
      No action was taken 
on the discussion item and 
funding will no doubt be part 
of the discussion on upcom-
ing Budget hearings set for 
August 6, 16th, and 21nd.

I was going to hit the “slick 
rock” in the dark.  We made 
time where we could but 
did hit the last 8 miles in the 
dark.  Stuart’s loss of his eye 
was causing him trouble with 
depth perception and took 
a few bad steps that really 
shattered his confidence 
coming down the hill.  So as 
we have 1000,’s and 1000’s 
of miles together and this 
being our 8th 100 together 
I knew he needed me to be 
the leader so I got off and led 
him down the mountain.  He 
knows he can trust me as I 
have had him for his entire 
13yrs of life and he put his 
nose to my back and down 
the mountain in the dark we 
went.. The closer to the fin-
ish we got , we saw my hus-
band (Mitch Johnson) and 
his spot light letting us know 
we were close!! This was my 
4th win, Stuarts 3rd win and 
2nd time winning the covet-
ed Best Condition award that 

is given to the horse in the 
top 10 that is metabolically, 
and physically in the best 
shape after the ride.  This 
year was an emotional ride 
but we endured and finished 
40 minutes ahead of the rest 
of the field, but I promised 
that awesome one eyed horse 
up on that slick rock that we 
would pick and choose our 
100’s in the future so we 
weren’t in technical terrain 
in the dark.
Of all 5 Big Horn 100 my 
parents who live in Oregon 
travel over 1200 miles each 
way and are up the entire 
time from 4am to the finish 
around 10pm-11pm waiting 
for me to come in to checks 
to take care me and my horse 
so we can leave the 1 hour 
holds refreshed, this year 
my husband Mitch Johnson 
also came for the fun, and 
without them I couldn’t be 
as successful as I have been 
in this sport.. Their support 
means the world to me, and 
I could never thank them 
enough..

As Mayor of Belle Fourche, I would like 
to congratulate Doug Cole and the Belle 
Fourche Beacon team on their entrance 
into our community. I have had so many 
positive comments and I wish them well 
on their new endeavor!
The disassembly of the Roundup 
Grounds grandstands is happening 
now. This is a bittersweet event for 
a lot of the community because it 
seems they have been there forev-
er and we should be able to keep 
them. We should reflect on how long they 
have lasted and how well built they were 
to stand the test of time. When safety of 
spectators becomes an issue, we have the 

responsibility to update them. The wood 
from the bleachers will be repurposed at 
the grounds. 
We have completed the 99th Annual Black 
Hills Roundup celebration. We are already 

talking about next year, which 
will be a milestone for our 
community. Plans are under 
way to involve all organi-
zations and individuals to 
bring forth ideas for the grand 
celebration. 

Lastly, the City is beginning its annual 
budget season. Departments are busy pre-
paring proposed budgets. The budget must 
be certified by October 1st. 

From the Mayor’s Desk
Reflecting on the Past and Looking Forward

From B2

FUNDING

   The Catherine Thybo 
Chapter of DAR is pleased 
to announce that a classroom 
grant was awarded to our 
applicant, Gene Von Bick-
erdyke from the Harding 
County School District.        
   The grant was offered by 
the National Junior Mem-
bership Classroom Grant 
committee of the Daughters 
of the American Revolution. 
Education is one of the cor-
nerstones of the Daughters 

of the American Revolution.  
Gene Von  received the 
award during the 127th Con-
tinental Congress of DAR.        
   She plans to use the mon-
eys toward exposing her 
students to primary sources 
with field trips to historic 
sites and museums in our 
area.  What a boon for stu-
dents here in Western South 
Dakota.  We are so lucky to 
have dedicated teachers like 
Gene.

City council regular 
meeting Aug. 6  7:00 PM

Budget work sessions 
5:30, August 9, 16, 21

Airport: October 17 
5:30 pm council chambers

Ambulance August 16 
5:30 pm ambulance hall

BFACC August 16 
4:00 pm - BFACC

Belle Fourche Chamber 
August 1
7:00 am- Chamber Office

Center of the Nation 
Business Association, 
1st and 3rd Tuesday 
August 21 5:30 PM 
Americinn breakfast room

Center of the Nation 
Visitors Center & 
Museum Second Tuesday 
August 14 5:00 pm 
Tri-State Museum

Revitalization Belle 
Fourche August 9 - 12 
noon

Economic Development 
August 15 7:00 am- 
EDC Building 5th& Grant

DAR Awards Classroom Grant

From B4 

BIG HORN 100

Belle Fourche 
Area Civic 
Meetings

Ted Corean and crew are shown replacing the colored con-
crete at the corner of 6th and State Street in downtown Belle 
Fourche. The original colored stamped concrete was placed 
on downtown corners in the late 90’s under the direction of 
Joe Riggs.  Joe was the brother of Wanda Schuft (wife of Bill) 
and had retired to Belle after a long career of doing decora-
tive concrete in Florida.



If we consider the genera-
tional family connections in 
Belle Fourche businesses the 
top of the list is Ellis Tripp 
and family. Ellis Tripp owner 
operator of ET Sports on US 
Highway 85 south of Belle 
Fourche has four grand-
children, two daughters, 
four sons, and a wife are all 
involved in the family busi-
nesses. If you compare that 
to baseball statistics he has 
more lifetime “homers” than 
Barry Bonds (current major 
league record holder). 
You may think it started in 
1964 with the opening of 
his first business, Ellis’s 
Enco, on US 85/5th Avenue 
across from the Butte County 
Courthouse, but the story re-
ally starts in the early 1940’s 

at the ripe young age of 1 
½ when Ellis’ family relo-
cated to Belle Fourche from 
Utah. After hearing about his 
career in business in Belle, 
you have to think he must 
have inherited his Grandfa-
ther’s mechanical abilities. 
His Grandfather came here 
to work as the Head Machin-
ist at the then newly opened 
U&I Sugar Beet Plant.
ET’s Enco gas station was 
always more than gas and oil 
as he sold tires; added motor- cycles in 1965; and snowmo-

biles in 1966 (snowmobiles 
were sold until 2004). He 
operated at that location until 
1972 when he moved to the 
intersection of Highways 85 
and 34 and opened Big D. 
He sold the gas and oil busi-
ness at Big D in 1984. The 
business then moved north 
to the east side of Highway 
85 next to what is now Radio 
Shack. They added lawn 
mowers and continued to 
provide quality sales and 
service of every line the 
handled.  If that didn’t sound 
like enough he started col-
lecting American Motors and 
other classic cars in 1992. 
State Street in Belle houses a 
museum that has one of the 
largest collections of these 
vintage autos anywhere in 
the region. You need to stop 
just to see the immaculate 
Studebaker recently added.
All of the kids were some-
what born into the business, 
but all became employed full 
time during or after finish-

ing school. Ellis, Jr. started 
working full time in 1976 
while still in high school. 
You’ll find him in the shop 
handling repairs and ser-
vice.  Rick began full time 
in 1988 and Chris in 1990. 
They double team to han-
dle sales. Misty’s full time 
duties began in 1986 and she 
handles parts and service 
scheduling; Mike, who is all 
about administration, mar-
keting, bookwork, ordering 
and IT, began full time in 
1994. Cheri began working 
full time at Budget appliance 
when it opened in 1992.
In 1996-97 ET expanded into 
the building next door to the 
south and after extensive 
remodeling and renovation 
opened with an expanded 
line of tires.
The business remained 
at that location until the 
building of the new facility 
3 miles south of Belle on US 
Highway 85 in the spring of 
2015.
In addition to ET Tire and 

Sports the family opened 
Budget Appliance and Furni-
ture on State Street in 1992. 
That part of the business has 
operated continually under 
the watchful eye and man-
agement of wife MaryLou 
trip and daughter, now man-
ager, Cheri’ Tripp. Cheri’ has 
worked full time since the 
business opened. They sell 
major appliances, furniture, 
and a line of “dollar store” 
goods.
The legacy that started as El-
lis’s Enco in 1964 has shown 
no sign of stopping, or even 
slowing down. You’ll still 
find ET at work there on 
a daily basis. I should add 
“more to come”. 
In addition to the six sons 
and daughters in the busi-
ness’ there are also four 
grandchildren working full 
time. I’d say you can bank 
on seeing the family name 
Tripp in business in Belle 
Fourche for a long time to 
come.
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GENERATIONS

This story is the third in a series about Belle Fourche businesses that have generational family involvement and ownership in their operation.

Family is Driving Force in Moving ET Sports Forward

Three generations of family 
members work in the busi-
ness today. To the left top 
row (l-r) Ellis Tripp Jr. and 
Mike Tripp.  Center row (l-r) 
Chris Tripp and Cheri’ Tripp 
who manages the appliance 
and furniture business (pic-
tured at right). Bottom row (l 
to r) Rick Tripp and his sister 
Misty Enerson.
In all six children and four 
grandchildren work in the 
business currently. 

BEACON STAFF
news@bellefourchebeacon.com

For the Tripps it’s been a family journey  

Ellis Tripp, Sr.

ET Sports is located on US Hwy 85 South, a couple miles from the Tripp’s original business.

The business began as a gas station. Over the years ET’s has 
added mowers, ATV’s and even furniture sales.

A recent double rainbow as seen east of Belle Fourche. During 
June and early July the area was generally above normal on 
precipitation. Long-range forecasts call for more normal precipi-
tation through August.



Things are happening this 
summer in the Newell, Vale, 
and Nisland area! From 
“Taking the Plunge” by 
donating at the Lions Club 
blood drive to a gospel band 
at the Dakota Life Chris-
tian Center and beyond to 
the Open House for First 
Western Insurance. You can 
enjoy some pie and brisket 
during the Butte/Lawrence 
County Fair and play Bingo 
Thursdays or Saturdays. Life 
is never boring in the NVN 
Community!

July 27, 12:30 to 4:30 p.m.- 
Take the Plunge-Lions Club 
blood drive NVN Center, 
Newell, call 605-646-2625 
for an appointment

July 27, 3-5 p.m. Open 
House First Western Insur-

ance, 106 8th St, Newell 
(Formerly Willow Creek 
Tax Service) Drawing for 
“A Night in Newell” which 
includes one-night stay 
at Historic Newell Hotel 
9/2/18, two-person golf 
at Newell Golf Club, gift 
certificates for meals at TJ’s 
Watering Hole and the Blue 
Line Diner, and two all event 
passes for Labor Day Rodeo 
events

Friday, July 27, 6:30 p.m., 
Heart of David Band, Dakota 
Life Christian Center, 321 
Fisk St., Newell

Wednesday, Aug 1, 4 p.m. 
Butte/Lawrence County Fair 
Sheepdog Trial, Fairgrounds 
Rodeo Arena, Nisland. 
Entries due July 28, call 307-
896-9184

Friday, Aug. 3, 4 p.m. Nis-

land/Arpan Fire and Rescue 
Auxiliary 12th Annual Pie 
Sale. Find us by the 4-H 
Sale Barn during the Butte/
Lawrence County Fair in 
Nisland.

Saturday, Aug. 4, 10 a.m. to 
2 p.m., 10th Annual Nis-
land/Arpan Fire and Rescue 
Brisket Feed and Silent 
Auction at the new Fire Hall 
in Nisland.

Bingo every first and third 
Thursday, 7 p.m. Vale Com-
munity Hall. Sponsored by 
the Vale Community Club. 
Progressive Kitty-Jack-
pot-Lunch served!

Bingo every Saturday, 7 
p.m., VFW Newell

Raffle at SPURS to raise 
money for school supplies.

Lots of stuff to report this 
week. Reub was called to 
federal jury duty this week 
and had to be in Rapid City 
early Tuesday morning. He 
spent Monday in the hayfield 
while I packed suitcases and 
took care of the gardens and 
the two surviving hens. We 
left here Monday evening 
and stayed at Thad and An-
gie’s west of Bear Butte that 
night so we could make it to 
the Federal Courthouse in 
Rapid City Tuesday morn-
ing. 
   Paige and Kolby Parmely 
got a new house moved to 
the Hunt place where their 
house burned down. It’s a 
nice, large house and they 
moved in this Monday. It’s 
wonderful having this young 
family back in the neighbor-
hood!
   Will and Jenny Meyer have 
spent the last couple weeks 
in Denver waiting for the 
birth of their baby girl, who 
needed heart surgery right 
after birth. Susy Hope was 
born this Tuesday, weighing 
6lbs. and 15oz. and 18.8 
inches long. Susy had her 
first heart surgery on Friday 
and when I talked to Grand-
ma Shirley Meyer on Sun-
day, Susy had her chest tube 
removed that day and seems 
to be recovering pretty well. 
Keep this little darling and 
her family in your prayers, 
because she’ll have another 
heart surgery in the next 3 to 
6 months. 
   On Tuesday Reub was one 
of the thirteen people select-
ed to serve on the jury for the 
trial of Zachariah Poor Bear, 
who was charged with first 
degree murder for the beat-
ing death of his girlfriends’ 
19-month-old daughter while 
the babies’ mother was out 
smoking pot with a relative. 
The trial was supposed to be 
finished by Thursday, but the 
jury didn’t get to start delib-
eration until Friday morning. 
After listening to some really 
gruesome evidence, it took 
the jury less than an hour to 
unanimously return a ver-
dict of guilty of first degree 
murder. Poor Bear now faces 
a life sentence for murdering 
little Aaliyah Horse. 
   We got home before dark 
Friday evening. Casey and 
Trig had gotten some more 
hay put up, although a little 
shower in the middle of the 
week slowed things down a 
bit. The bum lambs had been 
in our yard and had eaten off 
most of my potted plants. 
They also pulled up a bunch 
of onions and ate the tops off 
of several other plants in my 
raised bed gardens. The two 
hens had been locked in the 
chicken coop all week, so 
they were still alive.
   Friday the 13th was a 
horrible day for this neigh-
borhood. Rebecca (Bin-
gaman) Trouten’s husband, 
Andrew Trouten, was killed 
in a place crash near Spo-
kane, Washington, while he 
was taking pilot training for 
Moody Bible’s Christian 
Ministries. Tragically, the 
fight instructor and another 
student pilot were also killed 
in the place crash. Rebecca 
and Andrew had been here 
visiting her parents, Jim and 
Elaine Bingaman, for a cou-
ple weeks. Rebecca and their 
one-year-old daughter, Rilee, 
were still here when they got 
the sad news. Jim Bingaman 

didn’t know when Andrew’s 
funeral will be because the 
bodies haven’t been released 
yet, but it will probably be 
sometime next week. Our 
hearts are just broken for this 
wonderful young family.
   Our grandson Cade was in 
Grand Forks, ND this week 
at an aviation camp learning 
to fly jet airplanes. I believe 
he said that there were 26 
other teenagers at the camp 
from all over the USA. His 
other grandparents, Pat and 
Steve Mitchell, took Cade 
up to the camp and then 
took a vacation trip up to 
the Canadian border until 
Cade was ready to come 
home. They stopped to visit 
us on Saturday on their way 
back to Wyoming and we 
remembered to give Cade an 
old picture of the house that 
Guy, Megan and Cade lived 
in when Guy worked for 
Doug Doll at the Hackamore 
Ranch when Cade was just a 
little fellow.
   We have another great 
grandbaby! Chantry Dawn 
was born to our granddaugh-
ter Lanie and Matt Klug 
at the Hettinger hospital 
early Sunday morning. She 
weighed 7lbs. 15oz. and is 
20” inches long, with a full 
head of dark hair. Chantry’s 
older brother Trace has been 
staying with Grandpa Casey 
and Grandma Missy this 
week and Missy took him 
up to meet his new sister 
Sunday afternoon. Casey 
and Trig were at the rodeos 
in Lemmon Sunday morn-
ing and in Bowman that 
afternoon. They stopped in 
Hettinger between the rodeos 
to meet the new baby.
   Reub and I joined a large 
crowd of friends and neigh-
bors to help Lynn and Con-
nie Weishaar celebrate their 
50th wedding anniversary at 
their ranch Sunday after-
noon. We hadn’t seen their 
son Seth and daughter Jodi 
for a long time and we got to 
visit with some other folks 
we don’t see often. It was 
a fun afternoon, especially 
with the mock wedding!
   After the anniversary 
celebration, we drove up 
to Bill and Becky Holt’s 
place for Cassie Holt’s very 
interesting presentation on 
her nursing student trip to 
Kenya. We also got to look 
over the beautiful tables and 
wooden bowls that Bill Holt 
made from Box Elder and 
Ash wood. They fed us a de-
licious supper of beef brisket 
and all the trimmings. All in 
all, it was a very special day.
   I’ll leave you with this:
   -John wanted to get his 
beautiful wife Emma some-
thing nice for their wedding 
anniversary. So he decided to 
buy her a mobile telephone.
Emma was excited, she loves 
her cell phone. John shows 
it to her and explains to her 
all the different and varied 
features on the phone.
   -Emma goes shopping in 
the local supermarket. Her 
phone rings and it’s her hus-
band. “Hi Emma,” he says, 
“how do you like your new 
phone?”
   Emma replies, “I just love 
it, it’s so small and light and 
your voice is clear as a bell, 
but there’s one feature that 
I really don’t understand 
though.”
   “What’s that?” asks the 
husband. 
   “How did you know that I 
was at Wal-Mart?”
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Newell - Vale - Nisland News

Check In Time
9:30 AM @ The Moose Lodge

Kickstands Up 11:00 AM
Hand Drawn 6:00 PM

SHOW ME YOUR P   NK

th Annual Show Me Your P  nk

POKER RUN
5

Saturday, August 25th 2018
The Moose Lodge
399 Stanley Street
Belle Fourche, SD 57717

Cash Prizes 
1st & 2nd Best Hands

Stops:
Nemo Mercantile (Nemo, SD)
Buckhorn Station (Buckhorn, WY)
Joni J’s (Sundance, WY)
Beulah, WY
Moose Lodge (Belle Fourche)

   $30.00 Hand (Includes T-Shirt)
   $20.00 Extra T-Shirt
   $20.00 Extra Hand

Contacts:
Rik “Minion” Bartels 605.645.9242 • Mike “Moose” Johnson 605.210.1630

** ALL PROCEEDS GOING TO Tessa Boggs **

SILENT
AUCTION

ALL VEHICLES
WELCOME

BETTY BRUNER
For the Beacon

The Grand River 
Roundup

Betty Olson
For the Beacon
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Taking on the Beartooth

Millstone Restaurant won 
the all-night softball tour-
nament this past weekend. 
Second place was the Rapid 
City Extreme. Millstone won 
the championship game 11-7 
to take the title.
  This was the 30th consecu-
tive year the softball tourna-
ment has been held. 
   Its reported several of the 
members of those original 
teams are now receiving 

social security checks.
Team Pzzhoto 
Front row (l to r): William 
Emiline, TJ Cazer, Ben Pet-
rocco, Barry Peterson, Paul 
Petrocco, Josh Kezler. 
Back row: Devon Fox, Ed 
Fox, Sheldon Tveidt, Joe 
Gutierez, Colby Emiline, Al 
Cook, Nik Rosenau. 
Missing: Dion Block, Jordan 
Johnson, Tyrell Rozencranz.

PRE-SEASON FUN RUN - Local incoming Belle Fourche Cross Country team got the opportu-
nity to run the Mickelson Trail near Hill City last Friday. Pat Weiderhold, store owner of Granite 
Sports in Hill City, hosted the team at his house with a pancake feed after the team ran the 
Mickelson Trail. The kids ran anywhere from 3-6 miles, with the older experienced kids com-
pleting 6 miles and younger less mileage. Coach Chris Riley, and Coach Jeremy Elsom have 
been encouraging their athletes to stay active this summer leading into the coming season. The 
group “fun runs” also meet at Herrmann Park weekdays at 9:00 am to help each other stay ac-
tive through the summer months and meet their individual age mileage goals set by the coaches 
as a fun incentive for a “Summer Mileage” shirt to be awarded at the end of the summer.

All Night Softball Champions

   Belle Fourche runners Trey Clarkson (l) and Sawyer Clark-
son (r), father and son, traveled to Red Lodge, Montana, to 
take on the highest road race in the US July 14th. 
   The race was held on the scenic Beartooth Highway. It starts 
at an elevation of 10,000 and they climbed 1,000 feet to the 
summit. 
   Trey raced in the 10k division placing 6th overall, and 2nd in 
his age group out of 131 runners, while Sawyer finished 2nd 
overall in the 5k division, winning his age group. There were 
108 runners in the 5k division. The family hopes to make it an 
annual tradition every summer.

Unique Perspective - In this NASA satellite image of South Dakota you can 
clearly see the damage path made by the hailstorms of June 27, 2018. The light 
brown scars, highlighted by the yellow arrows, begin at the Montana border and 
extended well into central South Dakota. Some areas reported hail of grapefruit 
size. The path of the destructive hail was more than 6 miles wide in many areas. 
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